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WE  have  bad  the  Hijiory  of  iElbp  fo  many  titties 
aver  and  orjcr^  and  drefs*d  up  fo  many  feveral 
IVays^  that  it  would  be  but  labour  loft  to  mul- 
tiply unprofitable  ConjeSures  upon  a  tradition  of  fo  great 
Uncertainty.  Writers  are  divided  about  him^  almqft  to  alt 
manner  of  Purpofes  \  and  particularly  concerning  the  Au- 
thority even  of  the  greater  part  of  thofe  Compofitions  that 
fafs  the  World  in  bis  Name :  Far  the  Story  is  conit  down 
to  tu  fo  dark  and  doubtful^  that  it  is  ivipqffiile  to  diftin- 
guijb  the  Original  from  the  Copy  \  and  to  fay  which  of  the 
Fables  are  ^fopV,  and  which  not  \  which  are  genuine, 
and  which  are  ipurious  *,  befide^  that  there  are  divers  In- 
confi(iences  upon  the  Point  of  Chronology,  in  the  Account 
of  his  Life  (as  Maximus  Planudes  and  others  have  deli- 
vered it)  which  the  whole  Earth  can  never  reconcile.  Va- 
vafor  the  Jefuit  in  a  T^ra3  of  hisy  de  Ludicra  Diftione, 
takes  notice  of  fame  four  or  five  grofs  Miftakes  of  this  kind. 
[^Planudes  {fays  he)  brings  A£fop  to  Babylon  in  the 
Reign  of  Lycenu^  where  daere  never  was  fuch  a  Prince 
heard  of,  from  Nabonaffar  (the  firft  King  of  Babylon) 
to  Alexander  the  Great.  He  tells  us  of  his  going  into 
Mgypt  in  the  Days  of  King  NeSlenabo  •,  which  Ne£lc- 
nabo  came  not  into  the  World  till  well  nigh  two  hun- 
dred Years  after  him.  And  fo  he  makes  him  greet  his 
Miftrefs  upon  his  firft  Entrance  into  his  Matter's  Houle, 
with  a  bitter  Sentence  againft  Women  out  of  Euripides 
(as  he  pretends)  when  yet  jEfop  had  been  dead  a  mat- 
ter of  fourlcore  Years  before  t'other  was  born.  And 
once  apin,  he  brings  him  in  talking  of  the  Pynran 
Part^  in  his  Fable  of  the  Ape  and  the  Dolphin  ;  a  Port 
that  the  very  Name  on't  was  never  thought  of  till  a- 
bout  the  feventy-fbttb  Olympiad^   and  yEfop  was  mur- 
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dcr*d  in  the  four  and  fftieth.']  This  is  enough  in  all 
Jcience  to  excufe  any  Man  from  laying  over-nmch  flrefs 
upon  the  bi/iorical  Credit  of  a  Relation  that  comes  fo 
hlindfy  and  fo  variouffy  tranfmitted  to  us  \  over  and 
aiovey  that  it  is  not  one  Jot  to  our  Buftnefs  {further  than 
to  rratify  an  idle  Curiofity)  whether  the  Fad  be  true  or 
fallc;  whether  the  Man  was  Jlrait  or  crooked  \  and 
bis  Name  ^fbp,  or  {as  fome  will  have)  Lochman:  In 
all  which  Cafes  the  Reader  is  left  at  liberty  to  believe  his 
Pleafure.  JVe  are  not  here  upon  the  Name,  the  Perfon,  or 
the  Adventures  of  this  great  Man  \  but  upon  the  Subjell 
of  his  Apologues  and  Monk  ;  and  not  of  his  alone^  but 
of  fever al  other  eminent  Men  that  have  written  after  his 
Copy  J  and  abundantly  contributed  in  thofe  Labours  to  the 
Delight y  Benefit y  and  InJlruSliofi  of  thofe  that  were  to 
come  after  them. 

There  are^  *tis  true^  a  certain  Set  of  morofe  and  untra- 
liable  Spirits  in  the  IForld^  that  look  upon  Precepts  in  Em- 
blem, as  they  do  upon  Gays  and  Pifhires  that  are  only  fit 
for  Women  and  Qiildren,  and  look  upon  them  to  be  no  bet- 
ter than  the  Fooleries  offo  many  Old  Wives  Tales.  Thrfe 
are  a  fort  of  People  that  an  refohfd  to  be  pleased  with  no- 
thing that  is  not  unlbciahly  lour,  ill-natur'd,  and  troublc- 
Ibm  i  Men  that  make  it  the  Mark,  as  well  as  the  Prero- 
gative of  a  Philofbpher  to  be  magifterial  and  churlifh ; 
as  if  a  Man  could  not  be  wife  and  honeft,  rjoithout  being 
inhuman  ,  or^  I  might  havefaidy  without  putting  an  jff- 
front  upon  Chriftian  Charity,  Civil  Society,  Decency  and 
good  Manners.  But  they  are  not  aware  all  this  wbile^  that 
the  Foundations  ^t/^  Knowledge  and  Virmc  are  laid  in  our 
Childhood  j  when  nothing  goes  kindly  down  with  us  thot 
is  not  feafon'd  and  adapted  to  the  Palate  and  Capacity  ef 
ibofc  te}ider  Tears.  *Tis  in  the  very  Nature  ofus^  firft^  t$ 
he  incuifttive  and  hankering  after  News  and  new  Sights/ 
a}id  Stories:  So  that  betwixt  the  indulging  and  cultivatiniX 
€ff  //^/j^Dirpofition  or  Inclination  on  the  one  Hand^  ad) 
thr  applying  of  a  profitable  Moral  to  the  Figure,  or  Alt 
I*  able,  on  the  other,  herCs  the  Sum  of  all  that  can  be  dm 
•f/on  the  point  of  a  timely  Dilcipline  oMd  Inftitution,  /•• 
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ward  the  farming  of  an  banourabk  and  a  virtuous  Life. 
Mq^  certain  it  is^  that  witboui  this  earfy  Care  and  At- 
ieniion  upon  the  Main^  we  are  as  good  as  loft  in  our  very 
Cradles ;  for  tbe Principles  that  we  imbibe  in  our  Toutb^we 
carry  conummfy  to  our  Graves^  and  it  is  tbe  Education^  in 
fiartj  tbat  rnakes  tbe  Mem.  koJpeakJBlinafewWordr^ 
Children  are  but  Blank  Papery  readf  ind^erently  for  arty 
Impr^fion^  good  or  bad  {for  tbey  take  all  upon  Credit}and 
it  is  mucb  in  tbe  Power  of  tbe  frft  Comer  to  write  Saint 
or  Devil  n^orft^  wbicb  of  tbe  txvo  be  pleafes.  JVberefore 
let  tbe  Mcdiod  of  Communication  be  never  fo  natural  and 
e^eabkj  the  better  tbe  worfe  flill^  if  tbe  Matter  be  not 
Justed  to  tbe  Prudence^  tbe  Pietfj  and  tbe  Tcnderrufs  tbat 
is  requiftte  in  tbe  Exercife  offucb  a  Funilion.  Now  this  is 
a  Nicety  tbat  depends^  in  a  great  meafure^  upon  tbe  Care^ 
Providence,  Sobriety,  Conduffc  and  Good  Example  of 
Parents,  Guardians,  Tutors,  &r.  Nojf^  it  defcends  ta 
tbe  very  choice  of  fucb  Nurfes^  Servants,  and  familiar 
Companions,  as  will  apply  ibemfehes  diligently  to  tbe 
difcbarge  cf  tbis  Office. 

As  it  is  btfond  all  Bifpute^  ^  fi^pM^'^  ^^^  ^^  Deligbt 
and  Genius  of  Cbildren  lies  mucb  toward  tbe  bearings 
kamingj  and  telling  of  little  Stories ;  fo  tbis  Conjidera'- 
tio/H  bMs  fortb  to  us  a  land  of  natural  Dire^ion  to  begin 
our  Approaches  upon  tbat  Quarter j  toward  tbe  ifutiating 
of  tbem  into  feme  fort  of  Senfe  and  Uuderftanding  of  tbeir 
Duty.    And  tbis  may  mofi  properly  be  done  in  a  way  of 
Hiftory  i2;«i  Moral ;  and  in  Jucb  a  manner^  tbat  tbe  Truth 
and  Reafon  of  Things  may  be  artificially  and  ^eSualiy 
infimuUed^  under  tbe  Cffuer  eitber  of  a  real  FaA,  or  of  a 
luppoled  one:  But  tben  tbefe  very  Lejfbns  tbemfelves  may 
be  gilt  and  faoeeteffd^  as  we  order  Pills  and  Potions^  fo 
as  to  take  off  the  Difguft  of  tbe  Remedy ;  for  it  holds  both 
in  Virtue  and  in  H^th,  tbat  we  love  to  be  inftrudted  as 
well  as  phy&k'd  with  Fleafure.     Tbis  is  an  Article  that 
would  both  bear  and  retjuire  a  Volume.      But  without 
dwelling  any  longer  upon  itj  I  Jhall  content  tny  felf  with 
fame  Jbort  general  Touches ^  and  fo  proceed. 
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//  may  be  laid  dcrwn  in  the  firft  place  for  an  univerfal 
Rule,  nrjer  to  fuffer  Children  to  learn  any  thing  {now 
feeing  and  hearing,  with  them^  is  learning)  but  what 
they  may  be  the  better  for  all  their  Lives  after.    And  it  is 
not  fiifficient  neither^  to  keep  them  clear  of  any  ^thought y 
IVordy  or  Deed^  that's  foul,  fcandalous,  and  difhoneft ; 
ha  there  are  twenty  injipid  Twittle-Twattles,  frothy 
Jcfts  and  jingling  Witticifms,  that  look  as  if  they  had 
no  hurt  in  them  \  and  yet  the  wonting  of  us  to  the  Ufe  and 
Liking  of  thefe  Levities^  leads  and  inures  us  to  a  mif- 
underftanding  of  Things ^  which  is  no  lefs  dangerous  than 
a  Corruption  of  Manners.     Bejide  thaty  there's  no  need  of 
entertaining  them  with  thefe  Fopperies^  having  fo  much 
Choice  of  ufeful  Matter  at  band^    and  as  good  cheap. 
Briejfyy  in  the  Cafe  of  this  Method  of  InftruSion  and  In- 
iiitutiony  let  but  the  Fancy  or  the  Figure  be  clear  and  perti- 
nent ^  and  the  DoSlrine  in  the  DireSlion  of  it  can  never  fail 
of  being  fo  too.    But  without  this  Guard  and  Caution  up- 
on the  Condu£l  of  the  Affair ^  this  Humour  of  Mythology 
may  turn  to  a  Poifon  inftead  of  Nourifliment  •,  and  un- 
der the  Pretext  of  a  LeElure  of  good  Government,  dege- 
nerate into  an  Encouragement  to  Vanity  and  Debauch. 
For  while  the  Memory  is  firm^  and  the  Judgment  weaky  it 
is  the  Direftor'j  Part  to  judge  for  the  Pupil,  and  it  is  the 
Difciple^j  to  remember  for  himfelf.     And  we  are  alfo  to 
take  this  along  with  usy  that  when  a  Child  has  once  con- 
trasted an  ill  Train  or  Habity  it  will  coft  as  much  Time 
to  blot  out  what  he  is  to  forget,  as  to  poffefs  him  of  what 
he  is  to  retain  in  his  Memory. 

Z>/  //  not  be  undcrflood  now,  as  if  the  Thing  it  felf  were 
childifh,  becaufe  of  the  Application  ofit-,  or  as  if  Boys 
and  Men  were  not  indifferently  of  the  fame  MakCy  and  ac- 
countable more  or  lefs  for  the  fame  Faculties  and  "Duties.  So 
that  the  Force  and  Dignity  of  this  -way  of  Operation  holds 
good  in  all  Cafes  alike  •,  fo}^  therms  nothing  makes  a  deeper 
Impreffion  upon  the  Minds  ofMeny  or  comes  livelier  to  their 
Underjlanding^  than  thofe  injlru5live  Notices  that  are  con- 
veyed to  them  by  GlanceSy  InfinuationSy  and  SurprizCy  and 
undei^  the  Cover  of  fome  Allegory  or  Riddle.    Buty  what 
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can  be  faid  more  to  the  Honour  of  this  Symbolical  Way  of 
moralizing  upon  Tales  and  Fables,  than  that  the  fVifdom  of 
the  Antients  Inroe  been  Jiill  wrapt  up  in  Veils  ^ffi Figures; 
and  their  Precepts^  Counfels  and  faktary  Monitions  for  tbi 
orderh^  of  our  Lives  and  Manners^  handed  down  to  us  from 
all  Antiquity  J  under  Innuendo's  and  Allufions  ?  For  whai 
are  the  .Egyptian  Hierc^yphicks,  and  the  whole  Hiftory 
of  the  Pagan  Gods^  the  Hints  and  FiStions  of  the  wife 
Mm  afold^  but  in  effeU  a  ^iW  ^  Fhildbphical  Mytho- 
logjr ;  which  isj  in  truths  no  other  than  a  more  agreeable 
Vehicle  found  out  for  conveying  to  us  the  I'ruth  tmd  Rea^ 
fen  of  things^  thr^  the  M^um  of  tms^es  <2»iShadowSi 
But  what  nuds  any  thing  more  to  be  faid  for  the  Reputa^ 
tion  and  Authority  of  this  Prailice  and  Invention^  anjfider^ 
ing  the  frequent  and  the  edifying  Ufe  of  Apologies  in 
(foly  Writ :  And  that  our  blejfed  Saviour  bimfelf  has 
not  only  recommended^  but  inculcated  this  way  of  teachh^ 
by  Parables,  h^h  in  his  Doffrine  and  Example^  as  the 
Means  that  Divine  Providence  made  ufe  of  for  gaining 
the  Idolaters  and  Infidels  over  to  the  Chrijlian  Faith.  IVbat 
was  it  that  broi^bt  even  David  himfdf  to  a  Sight  and 
Detefiation  of  Sin  in  the  Matter  of  Urisihi  and  to  a  Senfi 
of  his  Ikttyj  but  the  Prophet  NathanV  telling  himaStory 
at  a  defiance  {and  by  God^s  own  DireSion  too)  of  a  tidi 
Man  diat  had  a  worid  of  Sheep  himielf^  and  fbrc'd 
away  a  poor  Man^s  only  Lamb  m>m  him^  that  he  lovVl 
as  his  own  Soul  ?  How  did  David  take  fire  at  this  Im* 
quity  in  another  Man^  till  upon  fecond  Noughts  his  Con-^ 
fcience  brot^ht  it  home  to  his  own  Cafe^  bnd  forced  him 
to  pafs  Judgment  upon  himfdf  i  Now  this  is  but  according 
to  the  natural  Biafs  of  human  Frailty^  for  every  Man  to 
be  partial  to  his  own  Blindfide,  and  to  exclaim  againjt 
the  very  Counter-part  cf  his  own  daily  Pra£lice.  As 
whafs  more  ordinary^  for  Example^  than  to  have  the 
mofl  arbitrary  ^Tyrants  to  fet  up  for  the  Advocates  and 
Patrons  of  Common  Liberty  ;  or  for  the  mqft  profligate 
1/ Scoffers  and  Atheifts  to  value  themfehes  upon  a  Zeal 
for  the  Power  and  Purity  of  the  Goipel  ?  In  t'xo  tVords^ 
wbai*s  more  familiar  than  to  fee  Men  fighting  the  Lord's 
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Battles  (as  fbey  call  it)  againft  Blafphcmy  and  Profane- 
ncfs  with  one  Hand ;  and  at  the  fame  time  offering  Vio- 
knee  to  bis  Holy  Altars,  Church  and  Minifters  with  the 
other !  N^w  tbefe  People  are  not  to  be  dealt  withal  but  by 
a  Train  of  Mffiery  and  Circumlocution  •,  a  downright  Ad- 
monition looks  liter  \the  Reproach  of  an  Enemy,  than 
the  Advice  of  a  Friend,  or  at  the  b^  it  is  but  the  good 
Office  of  a  Man  that  has  an  ill  Opinion  of  us :  And  we  do 
mt  naturally  love  to  be  told  of  our  Faults  by  the  Wimefles 
of  our  Failings.    Some  People  are  too  proud,  too  furly, 
coo  impudent,   too  incorrigible,  either  to  bear,  or  to 
mend  upon  the  liberty  of  plain  Dealing.    Others  are  too 
big  i^ain^  too  powoiiil,  too  vindidtive,  and  dai^erous 
for  either  KepcocS  or  Counfel,   in  dircdt  Terms.    Thtf 
bate  any  Man  tbal*s  but  confcious  of  their  fVickednefSy  and 
their  Mifery  is  like  the  Stone  in  the  Bladder  \  there  are 
manf  ^ngs  good  for^t^  but  there^s  no  coming  at  it\  and 
neither  the  Pulpit,   the  Stage,   nor  the  PHs,   dares  fi 
much  as  touch  upon^t.    How  much  are  we  obliged  then  to 
thofe  wife  good  men  that  have  fumifhed  the  World  with  fo 
fkre  andfo  jdeafant  an  Expedient^  for  the  removing  of 
all  tbefe  Difficulties !  And  to  JE{op  in  thefifft  PlacCj  as 
the  Founder,  and  original  Author  or  Inventer  of  this 
Art  of  fchooling  Mankind  into  better  Manners^  by  mind* 
ing  Men  of  their  Errors  without  twitting  them  for  what's 
amifsy  and  by  that  means  flafhing  the  Light  of  their  own 
Confciences  in  their  own  Faces.     We  are  brought  na^ 
iurally  enough^   by  the  Judgment  we  pafs  upon  the  Vices 
and  Follies  of  our  Neighbours^   to  the  Sight  and  Senfe 
of  our  own\  and  efpecialfy  when  we  are  led  to  the  Know- 
ledge  of  the  Truth  of  Matters  by  fignificant  Types  and 
proper  Reiemblances ;  for  we  are  much  more  affected 
with  the  Images  of  Things^  than  with  the  true  Keafbn 
of  them.     Men  that  are  Ihot-frce  againft  all  the  Attacks 
^Honour,  Confcience,  Shame,   good  Faith,  Huma- 
nity, or  common  Juftice,  have  yet  fovie  Wcak-fide  or 
otheTy  like  Achilles'j  Heelj  that  was  never  dip! ;  and  this 
Contrivance  of  Application^  by  Hints  and  Cilances,  is  the 
onfy  way  under  the  Heavens  to  hit  rr.     [Who  (hall  lay 
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to  a  King,  What  doft  thou?]  ccpus  up  to  the  veryftreff 
9f  tins  Topick.     ^tbtrfs  no  meddling  with  Princes^ 
either  hy  ^ext  or  Amment.  -  Morality  is  not  the  Pre-* 
ViMce  ef  a  Cabinet  Counfel:  And  Ghoftly  Fathers  ^iri- 
fy  M  mare  than  fpiritual  Bugbears,  in  the  Cafe  of  anun- 
accmmUMe  Privilege.    Tell  the  HouTe  of  Ijraeloi  their 
Sns,    and  the  (kufe  of  Jacob  of  their  Tranlgreflions, 
vwj  a  Guidiy  undoubtedly  y   like  an  old  Almanack,  for 
the  Tear  *twas  writ  in ;  but  Change  of  Times  and  Hu- 
mourSy  calls  for  new  Meafures  and  Manners;  and  what 
eaauot  be  done  by  the  dint  of  Authority  or  Perfwafion,  in 
the  Chapel^  or  in  the  Qotet,  nmft  be  brought  about  by  the 
5de  Wind  of  a  LeOure  from  the  Fiekls  and  the  Forefts. 
As  the  FaUe  of  the  raging  Lion  preaches  Caution,  and 
Modaadon  to  the  Extravagancies  of  cruel  and  ambitious 
Rulers,  lyjbewing  them  that  Tyranny  is  the  Scourge  of 
human  Nature,  in  Oppofttion  to  all  the  Bleflings  of  a 
wdl-order*d  Government;  and  that  they  do  te/pbgue 
odier  Pcc^e,  to  their  own  In&my  and  Ruin,    ne  old 
Lion  in  Di^racc,  reads  a  Lejfon  to  us  of  the  Improvi- 
denccy  and  the  6eSgcnxt  Ccmtequences  of  a  riotous  and 
c  cardcfi  Youth.    The  Fox  in  the  Well,  holds  forth  to 
us  upon  the  Chapter  of  a  late  Repentance.    The  Frogs 
petidofiing  for  a  King,  bids  People  have  a  care  offtrug* 
gling  with  Fleaven  for  they  know  not  what,     i  is  cer- 
taMf  iruey  that  the  mqfi  innocent  lUuftrations  of  this  Qua- 
lity may  lie  open  to  a  thoufand  Abufes  and   MtftakeSy 
by  m  difiorted  Mifapphcaticn  of  them  to  political,  or  per- 
fonal  Meanii^;  biu  thofe  capricious  fault  Finders,  may 
as  -well  pick  a  Quarrel  with  the  Decalogue  itfelf  upon 
(he  Jame  Pretence j  if  they  Jball  come  once  to  apply  to 
this  or  that  panicular  wicked  Man^  the  general  Rules 
that  are  delivered  for  the  Government  of  Mankind,  undef 
fiub  and  fuch  Prohibitions  \   as  if  the  Commandments 
thai  ropdre  Obedience,  and  forbid  Murder,  Unclean- 
ncfi,  Tlieft,  Calumny,  ayul  the  like^  were  to  be  Jtruck 
out  of  the  Office,  and  indiHedy  for  a  libellous  Innuendo 
iMn  all  the  mat  Men  that  come  to  be  amcerrfd  in  the 
rains  and  Forfeitures  therein  contaiifd.    in  fine^  Uis 
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the  Confcience  of  the  Guilty,  in  all  thefe  Cafes^  that 
mokes  the  Satyr.  Here  is  enough  faidy  as  to  the  Dignity^ 
and  Ufefulnefs  of  this  way  of  informing  the  Undemand- 
ing what  we  oug^t  to  doy  and  of  difpoftng  the  Will  to  all 
in  Conformity  to  that  Perception  of  ^things  %  having  fo  clear 
an  Evidence  of  Divine  Authority,  as  well  as  the  PraSlice 
of  the  beji  of  Men^  and  of  TimeSy  together  with  the  Cur-^ 
rent  of  common  Confent,  agreeing  all  in  favour  of  it. 
I  fball  now  wind  up  what  I  have  to  fay  y  as  to  the  Fables 
themfclvcs,  the  Choice,  the  Intent,  and  the  Order  of 
themy  in  a  very  few  Words. 

When  Ifirft  put  Pen  to  Paper  upon  this  De/jgny  I  had 
in  ny  Eye  only  the  common  fchool  Book,  as  itftands  in  the 
Cambridgp  and  Oxford  Editions  of  //,  under  the  Title  of 
[^fopi  Phrygis  Fabulse  ;  una  cum  nonnuUis  variorum 
Autorum  Fabulis  adje&is:]    Propounding  to  myfelf  at 
that  TimCy  to  follow  the  very  Courfe  and  Series  of  that 
Cotte£tion ;  a^td  in  one  Wordy  to  try  what  might  be  done^ 
by  making  the  beft  of  the  Whcky   and  adapting  proper 
and  ufeful  DoSrines  to  the  frceral  Parts  of  ity  toward 
the  turning  of  an  excellent  Latin  Manual  of  Mcrals  and 
good  CounfelSy  into  a  tolerable  Englifli  one.     Bi(t  upon 
jumbling  Matters  and  Thoughts  togctbery  and  laying  one 
Thing  by  anothery    the  very  State  and  Condition  of  the 
Cafe  b^ore  mty  together  with  the  Nature  and  the  Reafon 
of  the  Thing  gave  me  to  underftandy    that  this  way  of 
proceeding  would  never  anfwer  my  End.     Infomticby  that 
upon  this  Confiderationy   I  confulted  other  Verfions  of  the 
fame  Fablesy  and  made  iny  beft  of  the  Choice.     Some  that 
were  twice  or  thrice  over,  and  only  the  felf  fame  thing 
in  other  Words ;  thefe  I  ftruck  outy  and  made  one  Spe- 
cimen ferve  for  the  reft.     To  fay  nothing  of  here  and 
there  a  trivial y  or  a  loofe  Conceit  in  the  Medfyy  more  than 
this  \  thatfuch  as  they  arCy  I  was  under  fome  fort  of  Obli- 
gation  to  take  them  in  for  Company 'y  and  injborty  goody  bady 
and  indifferenty  one  with  anothery  to  the  Number  in  the  To- 
tal y  of  2^1  Fables.     To  thefe y  I  have  likewife  fnbjoiv^d  a 
confiderable  Addition  of  other  felett  Apologues,  out  of  the 
nwfi  celebrdkd  Authors  that  are  extent  upon  that  SubjeSl, 
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towards  the  finijhing  of  the  IVork.  As  Phasdrus,  Camera- 
rius,  Avienus,  Ncvdetus,  Apthtonius,  Gabrias,  or  Ba- 
brias,  Baudoin,  la  Fontain,  ^fope  en  Belle  Humeur, 
Audin,  &V 

AMiber  Man  in  ntf  Place  ncw^  tvou!d  perhaps  take  it 
for  a  notable  ftroke  of  Art^  Good  Breedings  to  complement 
the  Reader  with  twentf  Fooleries  of  Apology,  and  ExcufCj 
for  fucb  an  Undertaking :  As  if  the  bonejlefl^  and  the 
mtfi  necejfary  Part  of  a  Marfs  Ufe  and  Bujinefs^  were  a 
thing  to  be  afhanfd  of  Now  all  that  I  have  to  fay  upon 
ibis  cominon  Place,  is  in  three  Words ^  that  I  meant  well 
in  what  I  have  done ;  and  let  the  Performance  be  what 
it  wiUj  I  comfort  myfelf  yet  in  the  Confcience  of  a  good 
Intention.  IftkUl  not  charge  any  of  my  Failings  upon  the 
Importunity  of  my  Friends^  though  I  have  not  wanted 
earntfi  and  powerful  Infiances  and  Encouragements  to  pro-- 
ceed  upon  this  Work ;  over  and  above  the  Impulfe  of  a  na^ 
tural  Curiqfity,and  Inclination  that  led  me  t^t.  But  thefe 
were  Tenrpfaiions  that  I  could  eqfily  have  rejijied^  or  put  b)\ 
in  favour  of  a  Carcafe  tbafs  in  a  manner^  paji  Labour  ; 
//  //  bad  not  been  for  another  Motive^  that  I  JbaU  now 
tell  the  Reader  in  Confidence^  and  fo  conclude. 

This  Rhafrfbdy  of  Fables  is  a  Book  univerfalfy  ready 
and  tattght  in  all  our  Schools ;  but  almoji  at  fuch  a  Rale 
as  we  teacb  Pyes  and  Parrots,  that  pronounce  the  Words 
without  fo  much  as  gu^g  at  the  Meaning  of  them : 
Or  to  take  it  another^  way  ^  the  Beys  break  their  Teeth 
upon  the  Shellsj  without  ever  coming  near  the  Kernel. 
^Thcf  team  Fables  by  LefTons,  and  the  Moral  is  the  leafi 
parr  of  our  Care  in  a  Child^s  Injiitution :  So  that  take 
both  together  J  and  the  one  is  ftark  Nonfenfe^  without  the 
Application  of  the  other ;  befide  thaty  the  Do£lrine  itfelf 
as  we  have  it^  even  at  the  beft^  falls  infinitely  Jhort  cf  the 
Vigour  and  Spirit  of  the  Fable.  To  fiipply  this  Defcll 
noWy  we  have  had  feveral  Englijh  Paraphnifes  and  Effays 
upon  ^fop,  and  divers  of  his  Followers^  both  in  Profc 
end  Verfc.  ^e  latter  have  perhance  ventured  a  little  too 
far  from  the  precife  Scope  of  the  Author  upon  the  Privi- 
iige  of  a  poetical  Licenfe :  And  for  the  other  of  ancient 
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Bate^  the  Morals  are  fo  infipid  and  fiat»  and  the  Style 
and  Didion  of  the  Fables,  fo  ooarft  and  uncouth,  that 
they  are  rather  dangerous i  than  prefiiabk^  as  to  the  Pur- 
pofe  they  were  principal^  intended  for  \  and  likefy  to  do 
forty  times  more  Mtfcbirf  by  the  one  than  good  kf  the 
other.  An  Emblem  without  a  Key  tc^t^  is  no  more 
than  a  Tale  of  a  Tub ',  and  that  Tide  fiUihf  told  too^  is 
hut  one  Folly  grafted  upon  another.  Children  are  to  be 
taught  in  the  firft  Place^  what  they  ou^t  to  do. 
2dly,  The  Manner  of  doing  it :  And  in  the  third 
Placey  they  are  to  be  inured  by  the  Force  of  Inftru&ioxi 
and  good  Example,  to  the  liove  and  Pniticc.  of  doit^ 
their  Duty ;  whereas  on  the  contrary^  one  ftep  out  of  the 
way  in  the  Inftitution^  is  enough  to  poifoH  the  Peace^ 
and  the  Reputation  of  a  whole  Life.  IVhether  I  have^ 
in  this  Attempt  J  contributed  or  not.,  to  the  Impro^oement 
of  thefe  Fables^  either  in  the  Wordingi  or  the  Meaning 
of  them^  the  Book  muft  ftand  or  fdl  to  itfelf :  But  this  I 
pall  adventure  to  pronounce  upon  the  whole  Matter^  that 
the  Text  is  Englifh,  and  the  Mcxals,  in  fome  fort  ac^ 
commodate  to  the  All^ory^  which  could  hardly  be  faid 
of  all  the  TranfiationSj  or  RefleSions  before-mentioned^ 
which  have  fem/dy  in  Truths  {or  at  leafi  fome  of  them) 
rather  to  teach  us  what  weflxmld  not  do^  than  what  we 
fhould.  So  that  in  the  publifhing  of  thefe  Papers^  I  have 
done  my  beft  to  obviate  a  common  Inconvenience,  or^ 
to  Jpeak  plainly  y  the .  mortal  Error  of  pretending  to  ereh 
a  Building  upon  a  falfe  Foundation :  Leaving  the  whole 
IVorld  to  take  the  fame  Freedom  with  me^  that  I  have 
done  with  others:  Provided  that  they  do  not  impute  the 
Faults,  and  the  Mifpointifigs  of  the  Prefs,  to  the  Author. 
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Chap.  !•    0/  JE(6p's  Country^  Condition y 

and  Terfon. 

VB  ^  SOP  (according  to  Planudes^  Comer arius and 
AmA  others)  was,  by  Birth,  of  jimmorius^  a  Town 
JL  JL/  in  the  greater  Fbrygta  \  (though  fome  will 
have  him  to  be  a  ^Tbraciany  others  a  Saman)  of  a  mean 
Conditioa,  and  his  PeHbn  defoimed,  to  the  higheft 
<kg«:  Fkt-noz'd,  hunch-back'd,  Uobber-Iipp'd;  a 
long  mifhapen  Head;  his  Body  crooked  ail  over,  big- 
beUy'd,  bamer-I^g*d,  and  his  Complexion  {o  fwarthy, 
that  he  took  his  very  Name  from't ;  for  Mfop  is  the 
jEune  with  Mtbiop.  And  he  was  not  only  unhappy  in 
the  moft  icandalous  F^ure  of  a  Man,  that  ever  was 
heard  of;  but  he  was  in  a  manner  Tongue-t/d  too^ 
by  fiich  an  Impediment  in  his  Speech,  that  People 
could  very  hardly  underftand  what  he  laid.  This  Im- 
perfection is  laid  to  have  been  the  moil:  fenfible  Fart 
rf  his  Misfortune ;  for  the  Excellency  of  his  MBnd 
mi^t  otherwiie  have  atton'd  in  fbme  Meaiiire,  for 
the  uncouth  Appearance  of  his  Peribn  (at  lead  if  that 
Part  of  his « JBiftory  may  pafe  for  Current.)  There 
gpes  a  Tradition,  that  he  had  the  good  Hap  to  relieve 
certain  Priefts  that  were  hungry,  and  out  of  dieir 
Way,   and  to  fet  them  right  again  \  and  that  for  a 
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good  Office,  he  was,  upon  their  Prayers,  brought  to 
the  Ufe  of  his  Tongue :  But  Camerarius^  whom  I  (hall 
principally  follow,  has  no  Faith  in  the  Miracle,  and 
io  he  b^ns  his  Hiftory  with  the  tracing  of  him  to 
SamoSy  and  from  thence  profecutes  it  through  the  mod 
remarkable  Paffages  of  his  Life,  to  the  laft  barbarous 
Violence  upon  him  at  Delpbos.  As  to  his  Impediment 
in  his  Speech,  whether  there  were  any  fuch  thing  or 
not,  or  how  he  came  to  be  cur*fl  of  it,  the  Reader  is 
at  Liberty  what  to  believe,  an4  what  not.  And  fo 
likewife  for  twenty  other  Paflages  up  and  do^fh  this 
Hiftory:  Some  of  them  too  trivial,  and  others  too 
grofs  to  be  taken  notice  of,  upon  this  Argument  and 
Occafion.  Let  it  fuffice,  that  (according  to  the  com- 
mon Tradition)  he  had  been  already  twipe  bought 
and -fold ;  and  fo  we  (hall  date  the  Story  of  his  Adven- 
tures, fix)m  hh  Entrance  into  the  Service  of  at  leaft  a 
third  Matter. 

As  to  the  Ag£  he  liv'd  in,  it  is  agreed  upon  junong 
the  Antients,  that  it  was  when  Craftis  govem'd  Lydia ; 
Qs  aifo  that  Xantbus^  a  Samian^  was  his  Mafter.  Hero- 
dotus will  have  it  to  be  one  Jadmon  a  Soman  too ;  but 
ilill  according  to  the  Current  of  moft  Writers,  Xan-^ 
thus  was  the  Man. 


Chap.  2.    iEfop  and  his  fellow  Slaws  vpofi 
their  Journey  to  Ephefus. 

IT  was  jdEfofs  Fortune  to  be  lent  to  Ephefus^  in  Com- 
pany with  other  Slaves  to  be  fold.  His  Mafter  had 
'^,  great  many  Burdens  to  carry,  and  JEfop  b^g'd  of  his 
Companions  not  to  over-chai^e  him.  They  found  him 
a  Weakling,  and  bad  him  pleafe  himfelf.  The  Parcel 
that  he  pitched  upon  was  a  Panier  of  Bread ;  and  twice 
as  heavy  as  any  of  the  rdl.  They  called  him  a  thouCmd 
Fools  for  his  Pains,  and  fo  took  up  their  Luggage,  and 
'away  they  trudg'd  together.  About  Noon,  they  had 
their  Dinner  dqlivcr*d  out  of  M[op\  Basket,  which 
I  made 
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made  his  Burden  lighter  by  one  half  in  the  Afternoon, 
than  it  had  been  in  the  Morning.  And  after  the  next 
Meal  he  had  nothing  left  him  to  cirry,  but  an  empty 
Basket.  His  fellow  Slaves  began  now  to  underftand^ 
that  jSJbp  was  not  (6  arrant  a  F(X)1  as  they  took  him 
for ;  and  that  they  themfelvcs  had  not  half  the  Wit 
they  thought  they  had 
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C  H  A  P.  3.  JE(op  is  accfisd  hyfalfe  WitneJIesfor 
fiealing  his  Mafters  Figs^  and  brings  himlelf 
^hy  his  Jf^tSy  to  the  Confufwu  of  his  Accufers. 

TT?  SOP  was  not  of  a  Make  to  do  his  Matter  much. 
SmIj  Credit  in  the  Quality  of  a  bcufhold  Servant :  So 
that  he  rather  lent  him  abroad  into  the  Fields  a  digging, 
and  to  take  care  of  his  Husbandry.  By  the  Time  he  had 
been  there  a  while,  his  Mailer  went  out  after  him  to  fee 
how  he  went  on  with  his  Work-,  and  found  every  thing 
done  much  to  his  Satisfa<5lion.  In  this  Interim  comes  a 
Countryman  to  him  with  a  Prefent  of  mod  delicious  Figs  ; 
which  he  was  lb  wonderRilly  delighted  with,  that  he 
gave  them  in  Charge  to  his  Boy  Jgatbopus  to  fee  them 
carefully  laid  up  till  he  came  back  again  from  the  Batby 
whither  he  was  then  a  going.  yE/op  it  feems,  was  now 
gc^e  home  upon  fbme  particular  j^ifinefs,  and  Agatbopus 
kid  hold  of  mis  Occafion  to  tell  one  of  his  Companions, 
of  a  Dc%n  he*  had,  both  upon  the  FigSy  and  upon  their 
feUcfW  Servant.  What  have  we  more  to  doy  lays  he,  tban 
to  fluff  cur  Guts  witb  tbefe  Figs  ourfehes^  and  then  kg  the 
Roguery  upon  £lbp,  wbo  is  at  this  Inftant  in  the  tioufi 
where  tbey  are?  And  then^  mfhen  our  Mafler  comes  to  ex- 
amine  the  Matter^  we  are  twq  fVitneJfes  to  one  againft 
bim^  which  will  make  it  fo  clear-  a  Cafe^  that  the  fijjf 
Cur  will  net  have  the  Face  to  deny  the  Faff.  The  Plot, 
in  (hort,  was  agreed  upon  *,  and  to  work  they  went 
upon  the  FtgSj  making  themfelves  merry  upon  every 
Bit  they  fwa&w'd,  to  confidcr  how  jE/op's  Qrcafe  was 
to  my  for  all. 
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The  MaftcT)  upon  his  coming  from  the  Baib^  cali'd 
inunediatdv  for  nis  Fi^s^  land  hearing  that  ^Jbp  had 
been  beTordiand  with  him,  fent  for  him  in  a  Rzg^  and 
rattled  him  with  a  thouiand  Traitors  and  Villains j  for 
robbing  his  Houfe,  and  devouring  the  Fruit  that  he  hafl 
fct  apart  for  his  own  Palate.  This  miferable  Wretch 
heard,  and  underflood  all  that  was  (aid;  but  by  Realbn  of 
an  Imperfedion  in  his  Speech,  he  was  not  able  to  (peak 
one  Word  in  his  own  Defence.  His  Enemies  in  the  mean 
time  infulting  over  him,  and  calling  for  Tuflice  upon  ib  in^ 
fidentaCheat.  They  were  now  advancing  from  Reproa- 
ches to  Blows,  when  jEfop  caft  himfelf  at  his  A^iifter's 
Feet,  and  b^'d  his  Patience  only  till  he  midit  go  out, 
4nd  conie  in  asain.  He  wenthis  way  inmie^atdy,  and 
fetched  ^  Veflel  of  warm  Water;  took  a  large  Draught  of 
it,  in  his  Mafter's  J^relence,  and  with  his  Fing^  in  his 
Throat  brought  it  all  dear  up  again  withoi^t  any  other 
Mixture.  After  this  Experi^nept  qpon  bimfelf^  he  »yc 
his  Mafter  to  underftand,  that  if  he  would  be  pleafed  to 
put  his  Accufcrs  to  the  fame  Tefi^  he  ihould  quickly  lee 
what  was  become  of  his  Figs.  The  IVopofal  fcem'd  fo 
reafbnable^  that  he  order'd  jigaihopus  and  his  FeUovo  to  do 
the  like.  They  made  Ibme  I^fRculty  at  firft  of  following 
jEfop\  Example ;  but  in  the  End,  upon  taking  a  Soup  df 
the  £ime  Liquor,  their  Stomachs  wambled,  and  up  came 
the  Water ^  Figs  and  all.  Upon  this  Evidence  of  the 
Treachery  and  Falfhood  oiAgathapus  and  his  Companion^ 
the  Mitftcr  order'd  them  to  be  Ibundly  lafh'd,  and  made 
good  the  old  Saying,  Harm  watcb^  Harm  calcb. 


C  H  A  r.  4.    I'he  Sale  qf  iEfop  to  Xanthus. 

UPON  the  Merchant's  arrival  at  Epbefus^  he  made 
a  quick  Riddance  of  all  his  Slaves  but  three^ 
that  is  to  iay,  a  A&JScianj  an  Oratory  and  j€/ap.  He; 
drelsM  up  the  two  former  in  Habits  anfwerable  to 
their  ProfeflicMi,  and  carry'd  them  to  Samos^  as  the 
likelieft  Place  for  a  Chapman.  He  IhcwM  them  there 
I  in 
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ID  the  open  Market,  with  jSfip  for  a  Fool  betwixt 
them,  which  ibme  People  took  much  offence  at. 
While  they  were  attending  upon  the  Place,  there  came 
amor^  odier  SamianSy  one  Aantbus^  an  eminent  Phi^ 
lQfi)pher  of  that  City,  with  a  Train  of  his  Difciples  at 
his  H^els.  The  Philofopher  was  mightily  pleafai  with 
die  two  Youths,  and  ask*d  them  one  after  another  about 
rfieir  Profeffion,  and  what  they  could  do.  The  one 
told  him  he  could  do  any  things  the  other  that  he  could 
do  every  thing ;  this  fet  Mfop  a  laughing  at  them.  The 
Philolbpher's  Pupils  would  needs  know  what  it  was 
that  nniade  Mfop  fo  merry.  Why,  fays  he,  if  the 
Queftion  had  been  put  by  your  Matter,  I  ihould  have 
told  him  the  realbn  of  it. 

Xantbus  in  th«  mean  time  was  beating  down  the  Price 
of  the  two  other  Slaves,  but  the  Terms  were  fo  high, 
that  he  was  jiift  upon  tuinbg  about  to  go  his  way,  only 
the  Pupils  would  needs  have  him  put  the  fame  Queftions 
firft  to  the  ill-fevour*d  Fellow,  that  he  had  done  to  the 
odier  two ;  and  fo  Xantbus^  for  the  Humour  fake,  in- 
terrogated JEfop  what  he  could  do.  Nothing  at  all^  fays 
he.  How  comes  that,  fays  the  Philofopher .?  My  Com- 
panicHis,  fays  the  other,  undertake  every  thing,  and 
therms  nothing  left  for  me  to  do.  Thb  gave  them  to 
underftand,  that  the  Man  knew  well  enough  what  he 
faid,  and  what  he  laughed  at.  Well!  fays  Xantbus y  but 
if  I  fhoukl  pve  Money  for  you  now,  would  you  be 
good  and  honeft  ?  PU  be  that,  fays  !lEfopy  whether  you 
buy  me  or  no.  Ay,  but  tell  me  again,  fays  the  Philo- 
fopher, wont  you  rUn  away?  Pray,  fays  Mfipy  did  you 
ever  hear  of  a  Bird  in  a  C^e,  that  told  his  Matter  he 
intended  to  make  his  Efcape.  Xantbus  was  well  enough 
pleasM  with  the  Turn  and  Quicknefs  of  his  Wit ;  but, 
fays  he,  That  unlucky  Shape  of  your*s  will  fet  People 
a  hooting  and  gaping  at  you  where-ever  you  go.  A 
Philofopher,  fays  Mfdp^  fhould  value  a  Man  for  his 
Mind,  not  for  his  Body.  This  Prefence  of  Thought 
cave  Xantbus  a  high  Opinion  of  the  Wifdom  of  die 
Man  ;  and  fo  he  l»d  the  Merchant  fet  him  his  loweft 
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Price  of  that  miferahlc  Creature  Why,  lays  he,  you 
had  as  good  cheapen  a  Dunghil  *,  but  ii  you'll  bid  me 
like  a  Chapman  tor  either  of  the  other  two,  you  (hall 
have  this  Phantom  into  the  Bargain.  Very  good,  lays 
the  Philolbpher ;  and  without  any  more  ado,  what's 
your  felling  Price  ?  The  Merchant  fpeaks  the  Word, 
the  Philolbpher  pays  the  Money,  and  takes  JEJap  away 
with  him. 


Chap.  $.    Xanthus  prefects  iEfop  to  his  Wife. 

XANl'HUS  had  no  fooner  made  his  Purchafc, 
and  carried  his  Jewel  home  with  him,  but  ha- 
ving a  kind  of  a  nice  froward  Piece  to  his  Wife,  the 
ffl-eat  difficulty  was  how  to  put  her  in  Humour  for  the 
Entertainment  of  this  Monfter,  without  throwing  the 
Houfe  out  at  the  Window.     My  dear,   fays  he,  you 
have  been  often  complaining  of  carelefs  Seirants  \  and 
I  have  bought  you  one  now  that  I  am  confident  will 
fit  your  Turn.     He  Ihall  go  and  come,  and  wait,  and 
do  every  thing  as  you  would  have  him.     Oh,  your  Ser- 
vant, Sweet  heart,  lays  Ihe,  but  what  did  he  coft  you? 
Why  truly,    very  roilbnable;    but  at  prcfcnt  he's  a 
litde  tann'd,   and  out  of  Cafe,  you  muft  know,  with 
his  Journey,  lays  the  Husband ;  and  io  he  order'd  him 
to  be  call'd  in.     The  cunning  Gipfy  fmoak'd  the  Mat- 
ter prefently :  Some  Monfter,  lays  Ihe,  I'll  be  hang'd 
clfc.     Wife,  Wife,  lays  XantkuSy  if  you  are  a  good  Wo- 
man, that  that  pledcs  me  muft  pleafe  you  too.     While 
thefc  Words  were  between  his  Lips,   up  comes  Mfop 
towards  them  *,   Ihe  gave  him  a  fierce  Look,  and  im- 
mediately difcharg'd  her  Choler  upon  her  Husband.   Is 
this  a  Man  or  a  Beqfi  ?  lays  Ihe,  and  what  dearer  Proof 
in  the  world  could  you  have  given  me  now  of  an  infuf- 
ferable  Hatred  and  Contempt?  ^fap  faid  not  one  word 
all  this  while,  till  Xanthus  rouz'd  him  widi  a  Reproof. 
O  Villain!  lays  he,  to  have  a  Tongue  and  Wit  at  Will 
upon  all  other  Oo^ons,  and  not  one  diverting  Syllable 
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at  a  Pinch,  to  pacify  your  Miftrds!  ^fop^  after  a 
t  Paufe  upon't,  bolted  out  an  old  Greek  Saying, 
ii  is  in  El^liflf  to  this  Effed,  From  lying  at  the 
cfof  Fire^  IVater^  and  a  wicked  Woman^  good  Lord 
tr  us.  If  the  Wife  was  heartily  angry  bdfore,  this 
n  niade  her  ftark  mad  ;  and  the  Reproach  was  ib 
ng  too,  that  Xmthus  himfelf  did  not  well  know 
to  take  it.  But  JEfop  brought  himielf  off  ^in 
\  the  Malice  of  any  iU  Intention,  by  a  Paf&g^  out 
luripides  to  this  Purpofe :  92v  Raging  of  a  tempeftu* 
koi  the  Fury  of  a  devouring  Fire^  and  the  pinching 
^  of  Neceffaries  for  Ufe^  are  three  dreadful  things^ 
a  Body  might  reckon  up  a  thoufand  more ;  but  all 
is  nothing  to  the  terrible  Violences  of  an  impetuous 
uptj  and  therefore,  lays  he,  make  yourfelf  as  glo- 
;  on  the  other  fide,  in  the  Rank  of  good  Women. 
ijbr  the  Jeiiiit,  in  his  Treatife  De  Ludicrd  DiSionCj 
5  notice  of  a  Kunder  here  in  the  Chronologf  of  the 
jr.  For  JEfop  was  murder*d  at  leaft  fouricore  Years 
re  Euripides  was  bom.  But  to  follow  die  Thread 
lie  Relation^  upon  this  oblique  Admonition,  the 
[nan  came  to  herielf  again,  and  took  JBfop  into  her 
1  Graces,  who  rendered  his  Mafter  and  Miftrefs  all 
Dfikes  of  a  faithful  Servant 


HAv.  6.    -^fopV  Jnftver  to  the  Gardiner. 

>M  £  two  or  three  Days  after  the  Encounter  a- 
bove-mention*d,  Xanthus  took  JEfop  along  with 
to  a  Garden  to  buy  fome  Herbs,  and  the  Gardiner 
g  him  in  the  Habit  of  a  Phibfopher,  told  him  the 
[liration  he  was  in  to  find  how  much  fiifler  thofe 
ts  fhot  up  that  grow  of  their  own  accord,  than 
:  that  he  fet  himfdf,  though  he  took  never  lb  much 
about  them.  Now  you  that  are  a  Philofbpher, 
will  you  tell  me  the  Meaning  of  this  ?  Xanthus 
no  better  Anfwer  at  hand,  than  to  tell  him.  That 
ddcnce  will  have  it  fbo:  Whereupon  jSfop  brake 
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out  into  a  loud  Laughter.  Why  how  now  yc  Slave 
you,  lays  Xantbus^  what  do  you  laugh  at?  JBfop  took  him 
afide  and  told  him.  Sir,  I  laugh  at  your  Mafter,  that 
taught  you  no  better ;  for  what  fignifies  a  general  Anfwcr 
to  a  partiaJar  Queftion?  And  'tis  no  News  neither  that 
Providence  orders  all  things ;  but  if  you*ll  turn  him  over 
to  me,  you  fliall  fee  1*11  give  him  another  fort  of  Refolve, 
Xantbus  told  the  Gardiner  that  it  was  below  a  PhilofcM)her 
to  bufy  his  Head  about  fuch  Trifles;  but,  fays  he.  If  you 
have  a  Curiofity  to  be  better  informed,  you  fhall  do  well 
to  ask  my  Slave  here,  and  fee  what  hell  fay  to  you.  Upon 
this  the  Gardiner  put  the  Queftion  to  JEfop^  who  gave 
him  this  Anfwer.  The  Earth  is  in  the  Nature  of  a  Mo- 
ther to  what  fhe  brings  forth  of  herfelf  out  of  her  own 
Bowels ;  whereas  fhe  is  only  a  kind  of  Step-Dante  in  the 
Produftion  of  Plants  that  are  cultivated  and  aflifted  by 
the  Help  and  Induftry  of  another :  So  that  it's  natural 
for  her  to  withdraw  her  Nourifhment  from  the  one,  to- 
wards the  Relief  of  the  other.  The  Gardiner^  upon 
this,  was  {o  well  latisfy'd,  tliat  he  would  take  no  Money 
for  his  Herbs,  and  defirM  jEfop  to  make  ufe  of  hw 
Garden  for  the  future,  as  if  it  were  liis  own. 

There  are  feveral  Stories  in  Planudes^  that  I  fhall  pafi 
over  in  this  Place  (fays  Camerarius)  as  not  worth  the 
w^hile;  particularly  the  Fables  of  tht  LenSillsy  tht  Batby 
the  Sozxfs  Feety  and  feveral  litde  Tales  and  Jefls  that  I 
take  to  be  neidier  well  laid,    nor  well  put  together: 
Neither  is  it  any  matter,  in  Relations  of  this  Nature, 
whether  they  be  true  or  Me ;  but  if  they  be  proper 
and  ingenious,  and  fb  contriv*d  that  the  Reader  or  the 
Hearer  may  be  the  better  for  them,  that's  as  much  as 
is  required :  Wherefore  I  fhall  now  commit  to  Wriring 
two  Fables  or  Stories,  one  about  the  bringing  his  Mi- 
ftrefs  home  again,    when  fhe  had  left  her  Husband  > 
which  is  drawn  from  the  Model  of  a  Greek  Hiflory  fcC 
out  by  Paufanias  in  his  Defcription  of  Bceotia ;  the  othcT 
•upon  the  Subjeft  of  a  Tre^t  of  Neats  J'apigues^  whidi' 
was  taken  from  Bias^  as  we  have  it  from  Plutanb  in  hi^ 
Convivium  Septem  Sapientum. 

Chap^ 
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Chap*  7.  iKfopV  Indention  to  bring  his  Mi^ 
JheJ's  back  again  to  her  Ha j bandy  after  Ji:e 
had  left  him. 

THE  Wife  of  Xanibus  was  well  bom  and  wealthy, 
but  (b  proud  and  domineering  withal,  as  if  her 
Fortune  and  her  Extradlion  had  entitled  her  to  the 
Breeches.     She  was  horribly  bdd,  meddling,  and  ex- 
pe7ifiv€j  (as  that  fort  of  Women  commonly  are)  eafily 
put  off  the  Hooks,  and  nK)nftrous  hard  to  be  plcafcd 
again,    perpetually  chattering  at  her  Husband,    and 
upon  all  Occafions  of  Controveriy,  threatning  him   to 
be  gone.     It  came  to  this  at  lafl,  that  Xantbus^s  Stock 
of  Patience  being  quite  fpent,  he  took  up  a  Refolution 
of  going  another  way  to  work  with  her,  and  of  try- 
ing a  Courfe  of  Severity,  fince  there  was  nothing  to  be 
done  with  her  by  Kindneis.     But  this  Experiment,  in- 
ftead  of  mending  the  Matter,  made  it  worfe;  for  upon 
harder  Ulage,  the  Woman  grew  defpenite,  and  went 
away  from  him  in  earneil.     She  was  as  bad,  'tis  true,  as 
bod  might  well  be,  and  yet  Xantbus  had  a  kind  of  ban- 
iifriftg  for  her  ftill ;  befide  that  there  was  Matter  of  In- 
tzreft  in  the  Cafe ;    and  a  peftilent  Tongue  he  had, 
tKit  the  poor  Husband  dreaded  above  all  things  undcl: 
the  Sun.   But  the  Man  was  willing  however  to  make  the 
beft  of  a  bad  Game,  and  fo  his  Wits  and  his  Friends 
were  fet  at  work,  in  the  faircft  manner  that  might  be, 
to  get  her  home  again.     But  there  was  no  good  to  be 
done  in'c  it  feems ;  and  Xanibus  was  fo  vifibly  ou::  of 
Humour  upon't,    that  JEfcp  in  pure  pity  bethought 
himfelf  immediately  how  to  comfort  him.     Come  Ma- 
tter, fays  he,  pluck  up  a  good  heart  -,  for  I  have  a^ro- 
jvxt  in  my  Noddle  that  fhall  bring  my  Miftrels  to  you 
bock  agTiin,  with  as  good  a  WiU  as  ever  fhe  went  from 
you.     What  does  my  JSfof^  but  away  immediately  to 
the  Market  among  the  Butchers,  Poulterers,  Fillimon- 
gers.  Confectioners,  fc?r.    for  the  beft  of  every  thing 
that  was  in  Seafon.     Nay,  he  takes  private  People  in  his 
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ivay  too,  and  chops  into  the  Very  houfe  of  his  Miftrefs's 
Rdations,  as  by  Miftake.  This  way  of  proceeding 
fet  the  whole  Town  agog  to  know  the  Meanmg  of  ;^tl 
this  Buftle ;  and  JEfop  innocendy  told  every  body  that 
his  Mailer's  Wife  was  run  away  from  him,^  and  he  had 
married  another :  His  Friends  up  and  down  were  all 
invited  to  come  and  make  merry  with  him,  and  this 
^*as  to  be  the  Wedding-Fcaft.  The  News  flew  like 
Lighming,  and  happv  were  they  that  could  carry  the 
firft  Tiding?  of  it  to  the  Rttn-awa^^Ijufy  -,  (for  every  bo- 
dy knew  JEfop  to  be  a  Servant  in  that  Family.)  It  ga- 
thered in  the  rolling,  as  all  other  Stories  do  in  the 
telling;  efpecially  where  Womens  Tongues  and  Paf- 
fions  have  the  fpreading  of  them.  The  Wife  that  was 
in  her  Nature  violent  and  unfteady,  ordered  her  Cha- 
riot to  be  made  ready  iminediately,  and  away  ftie  pofts 
back  to  her  Husband,  falls  upon  him  with  C5utragps  of 
Looks  and  Langpage ;  and  after  the  eafing  of  her  Mind 
a  little.  No  Xantbus^  fays  fhe,  do  not  you  flatter  yourr 
lelf  wirfi  the  hopes  of  enjoying  another  Woman  while 
I  am  alive.  Xanthtis  lookM  upon  this  as  one  of  Mfrp\ 
Maflerpieces ;  and  fcM*  that  Bout  all  was  well  again  be- 
twixt Mafter  and  Mifbefe. 


Chap.  8.  Jn  'Entertainment  of  Neat s  tongues. 

SOME  few  days  after  the  Ratificpon  of  this  Peace, 
Xantbus  invited  feveral  Philofophers  of  his  Ac- 
quaintance to  Supper  with  him,  and  charges  JEJop  to 
make  the  befl  IVovifion  he  could  think  of,  for  their 
Entertainment.  Mfop  had  a  Wit  waggifh  enough, 
and  i|[us  general  ConunifTion  fumiih'd  him  with  Mat- 
ter to  work  upon.  So  fbon  as  ever  the  Guefb  were  fet 
down  at  the  TaMe,  Xanthus  calls  for  Supper,  and  cx- 
peftcd  no  lels  than  a  very  fplendid  Treat.  The  firft 
Service  was  Ntats  ^(mguis  fUced,  which  the  Philofbj^ers 
took  occaHon  to  difcourfe  and  quibble  upon  in  a 
grave  formal  way,  as  the  ^tmgue  (for  the  purpofe)  is 
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the  Oracle  of  Wifdam^  and  the  like.  Xantbus^  upon  this, 
calls  for  a  tecond  Courfe,  and  after  that  for  a  third,  and 
lb  for  a  fourth,  which  were  all  7<n^es^  over  and  over 
again  ftill,  ovXy  feveral  Ways  drefled,  fome  boiled,  o^ 
thos  fry*d,  and  Ibme  again  ierv'd  up  in  Soupe,  which 
put  Xnntbus  into  a  furious  PafTion.  Thou  Villain,  fays 
he,  is  this  according  to  my  Order,  to  have  nothing 
but  Tongues  upon  Tongues  ?  Sir,  fays  JEfopj  without  anv 
Hefitation,  fince  it  is  my  ill  Fortune  to  fall  under  this 
Accufation,  I  do  appeal  to  all  thefe  learned  Perfons 
whether  I  have  done  well  or  ill,  and  paid  that  refped): 
to  your  Ordo*  which  I  oi^t  to  do. 

Your  Order  was.  That  I  fhould  make  the  beft  Provi- 
fion  that  I  could  think  of,  for  the  Entertainment  of 
thefe  excellent  Perfons,  and  if  the  Tongue  be  the  Key 
that  leads  us  into  all  Knowledge^  what  could  be  more 
proper  and  fuitable  than  a  Fe^  of  Tongues  for  a  Pbilo^ 
fopbical  Banquet  ? 

When  Xantbus  found  the  Scnfe  of  the  Table  to  be  on 
JBfofs  fide:  Well,  my  Friends,  fays  he,  pray  will  you 
eat  widi  me  to  Morrow,  and  PU  try  if  I  can  mend  your 
Chear  -,  and  Mr.  Major  Dopio^  fays  he  to  JEfopj  let  it 
be  the  Care  of  your  Gravity  and  Wifdom  to  provide  us 
a  Supper  to  morrow,  of  the  veiy  wQ(ft  things  you  can 
think  of.  ^ 


C  H  A  p.  p.    J  Second  Treat  of  Tongues. 

XANTHUS^s  Gucfb  met  again  the  next  Day, 
acoxxling  to  the  Appointment ;  and  Mfop  had 
provided  them  the  very  ume  Services  of  Tongues  and 
Tongues  oFotr  and  over^  as  they  had  the  Night  befol^. 
Sirrah  (fays  Xanibus  to  hb  So-vant)  what's  the  Mean- 
ing of  this,  that  Tongues  fhould  be  the  ^^  of  Meats 
one  Day,  and  the  worfl  the  otber?  Why,  Sir,  fays  he, 
Acre  is  not  any  Wickednefi  under  the  Sun,  that  the 
fongue  has  not  a  part  in,  as  Murders,  Treafbns,  Vio- 
koo^   Injuftice,   Fraud,    and  all  nunner  of  Lewd- 
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nds:  For  Couniels  muft  be  firft  agitated,  the  Mat* 
ter  in  queftioh  debated,  relblved  upon,  and  commu- 
nicated by  Words,  before  the  Malice  comes  to  be  exe- 
cuted in  Fa£t.  ^ongue^  whither  wilt  thou!  (fays  the  old 
Proverb.)  I  go  to  buiU  ((ays  the  tongue)  and  J  go  to 
pull  down.  ^' 

This  petulant  Liberty  of  Mfop  gall'd  his  Mafter  to 
the  very  Soul  of  him ;  and  one  of  the  Guefts,  to  help 
forward  his  evil  Humour,  cry'd  out,  7&V  Fellow  is 
enough  to  make  a  body  tnad.  Sir  (lays  ^fop)  you  have 
very  litde  Bufmels  to  do  of  your  own,  I  perceive,  by 
the  Leifiire  you  have  to  intermeddle  in  other  Peoples 
Matters ;  you  would  find  fome  other  Employment  elfe, 
than  to  irritate  a  Mafter  againft  his  Servant. 


Chap.  io.    iEfcp  hrinfi^s  his  Mafter  a  Guefl 
that  had  no  fort  of  Curiofity  in  him. 

XJNTHUS  laid  hold  of  thcprefent  Occafion, 
and  was  willing  enough  to  be  fiimifhed  with  a 
Staff  to  beat  a  Dog.  Wel^  Sirrah,  fays  he,  fince  this 
learned  Gendeman  13  too  curious^  go  you  your  ways 
and  find  me  out^  Nbn  diat'  has  no  Curiofity  at  all, 
or  ril  lace  your  Cnt  fiw  ye.  ^fop^  the  next  Day, 
walked  the  whole  Town  ovjr  on  this  Errand,  and  at 
laft  found  out  a  flovenly  lazy  Fellow,  lolling  at  his 
Eafe,  as  if  he  had  nothing  to  do,  or  to  take  care  for  -, 
and  {o  up  to  him  he  went  in  a  familiar  way,  and  in- 
vited him  to  his  Matter's  to  Supper.  The  Qown  made 
no  Ceremony  of  promifing,  but  fell  prefently  to  asking 
.wlut  kind  of  Man  his  Mafter  was.  And  what,  &ys  he, 
i^  we  going  juft  now  ?  (for  this  poor  Devil  Icok'd  up- 
on a  Meal^s  Meat  gratis^  as  a  Blefllng  dropt  into  his 
Mouth  out  of  the  Skies.)  Come  (fays  JEfop)  we  are 
going  this  very  Moment;  and  wonderfully  ^ad  he  was 
to  find  by  the  Booby's  Difcourfe  that  he  had  met 
with  a  Man  fb  fit  for  his  purpofe.  Away  they  went  to- 
gether, and  {o  ftrait  into  the  Parlour,  where  the  Block- 
head 
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head  throws  himfelf  down  dirty  and  beaftly  as  he  was, 
upon  a  rich  Couch.     After  a  very  little  while,  in  comes 
Xantbus  to  Supper,  and  asks  ^Jap  who  that  Man  was  ? 
Why,  this  is  the  Man,  lays  ^fop^  that  yoi^fent  me  for; 
that  is  to  iay,  a  Man  that  has  no  Curicjity  in  him  at  alL 
Oh,  that's  very  well,  lays  Xantbus ;  and  then  told  his 
Wife  in  her  Ear,  that  if  Ihe  would  be  but  a  loving  and 
obedient  Wife  to  him,  and  do  as  he  bad  her,  he  would 
now  lave  her  lon^g  *,  for,  lays  he,  I  have  been  a  great 
while  leeking  for  an  Occafion  to  pick  a  Quarrel  with 
£fapj  and  I  have  found  it  at  laft.     After  this  Whi^jcr, 
Xtrntlfus  takes  a  Turn  in  the  Parlour,  and  calls  aloud  to 
his  Wife  -,  hark  he,  fweet  heart,  fays  he,  go  fetch  lomc 
Water,  and  walh  the  Feet  of  my  Gueft  here.  Away  Ihe 
goes,  brings  a  Bafbn  to  the  fide  of  the  Couch,  where  die 
Qown  was  laid  at  his  length,  and  bad  him  put  forth  his 
Feet  for  her  to  walh  them.     Xantbus  little  thought  Ihe 
would  have  done  it  But  the  Clown,  after  a  litde  uumble 
within  ^imfclf,  that  'twas  fitter  for  the  Maid  to  do*t 
than  the  Millrels:  Well,  lays  he,  if  it  be  the  Cuflom  of 
the  Family,  'tis  not  for  me  to  be  againll  it ;  and  fo  he 
llrctchM  Korth  his  Feet  to  her  wafhing. 

So  loon  as  ever  the  Company  had  taken  of  the  edge  of 
their  Stomachs,  Xantbus  calls  for  a  Bumper,  and  puts  it 
into  the  Hands  of  the  Clown,  making  no  doubt  but  he 
would  have  allowed  his  Hoft  the  Honour  of  being  his 
Tafter.    The  Fellow,  without  any  fcruple,  whips  up  the 
Drink ;  and  gives  Xantbus  the  Pot  agiin  empty,  who 
was  now  the  fecond  time  dilappointed  upon  the  Matter 
of  Curicjbyy  or  no  Curiofity  at  all.    He  had  a  Mind  ftill 
to  be  upon  poor  JIiJ6p^%  Bones,  and  made  another  Trial 
of  the  Humour  of  his  Gueft.     There  was  a  pardcular 
Klh  that  the  Qown  fed  very  heartily  upon :  Xantbus 
fell  into  a  Rage  with  the  Cook  for  ill-drelfing  of  it,  and 
direaten'd  to  have  him  brought  and  lalh'd  in  the  very 
Parlour.     The  Bumkin  took  no  notice  of  it  at  all,  but 
without  fpeaking  one  word  on  the  Cook's  behalf,    it 
was  nothing  to  him  he  thought,  what  other  People  did 
nidi  thqr  Servants. 

They 
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They  iverc  now  come  to  their  GJces  and  Pyes,  and 
the  Qown  guttled  upon  them  without  Mercy.  Xan" 
thus  reiblves  then  upon  another  Trial;  calls  for  his 
Pajify^cook  and  teUs  him,  Sirrah,  lays  he,  you  Ipoil  every 
thing  that  goes  through  your  Hands.  There*s  neithar 
Spice,  nor  any  other  Seafoning  here.  The  Gx)k  told 
him,  that  if  they  were  either  over  or  under-bak'd,  it 
was  his  Fault;  Init  for  the  Spice  and  Seafoning,  it  was 
his  Miflrcfs's,  for  it  was  all  put  in  that  fhe  dcliver*d. 
Nay  Wife,  fays  Xantbus,  If  it  flicks  there,  by  all  that's 
facred,  I'll  treat  you  no  better  than  if  you  were  a  Slave 
bought  with  my  Money.  Wherefore  fWp  immediate- 
ly and  prepare  for  a  Dc^-whip.  Xantbus  thought 
with  himfelf ;  that  if  any  thing  in  the  World  could 
move  this  barbarous  Brute,  he  would  have  put  in  % 
word  at  leafl  to  fave  a  Woman  of  Honour  from  fb 
fcandalous  an  Indignity.  But  fays  this  Lc^gerhead  to 
himfelf,  there's  an  old  Saying,  fVbat  have  we  to  do  to 
quench  other  Peoples  Fires  ?  And  I'll  e'en  keep  myfdf 
clear  of  other  Peoples  Matters ;  only  he  took  Xantbus 
by  the  Hand  indeed,  and  told  him,  if  he  would  butifaiy 
a  litde,  he'd  go  fetch  his  own  Wife  too,  and  fb  they 
might  take  the  Lafh  by  Turns.  In  one  word,  Ai»- 
thus  miffed  his  Aim  at  kfl ;  and  though  he  was  trou-> 
bled  at  the  Mifcarriage,  he  could  not  but  laugh  yet  at 
the  Simplicity  of  the  Man,  and  confefs,  that  JEfop  was 
in  the  Right,  in  brin^g  a  Perfbn  to  him  that  had  no 
Curiofiiy  at  all. 


Chap,  i  i  .    -^fopV  Anpxer  to  a  Magijirate. 

IT  happen'd  fome  few  Days  after  the  lafl  Paflag^  a- 
bove,  that  Xantbus^  having  fbme  Bufinefs  at  the 
publick  Hall,  fent  JEfop  to  fee  if  there  were  any  great 
throng  of  Men  there ;  a  Magiflrate  meets  him  upon 
the  Way^  and  ask's  him  whither  he  was  going?  Why 
truly,  &ys  JEjop^  I  am  going  I  know  not  whither.  The 
Magiftrate  took  it  that  he  banter'd  him,  and  bad  an 

Officer 
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icer  take  him  into  Guftody  and  carry  him  to  IVi- 
.  Well,  lays  jEfopj  to  the  Ms^giftrate  i  is  it  not 
:  now,  that  I  did  not  know  whither  I  was  gping? 
1  you  imagine,  that  when  I  came  out  of  the  Houle 
;  Morning,  I  had  anv  Thoughts  of  going  to  Prifon? 
e  Mgiftiate  was  well  enougb  plcaled  at  the  Fancy, 
i  diichar^d  him  upon't,  and  lb  he  went  fbnvard  to 
Hall ;  whar,  among  a  World  of  People,  he  (aw 
;  Man  arreft  another  upon  an  Adion  of  Debt  The 
ixor  pleaded  Poverty ;  but  if  he  would  compound 
half,  it  fhouM  go  hard  but  he'd  make  a  fhift 
pick  it  up,  he  £ud.  Well,  with  all  my  Hean,  (ays 
Creditor,  lay  down  the  Money  upon  the  Nail,  and 
Bufineis  is  done :  For  a  Man  had  better  content 
ifelf  with  half,  than  lo(e  all  And  I  reckon  on  that 
ney  as  good  as  loft,  that  a  Man  muft  go  to  Law 
jEJifj  upon  this,  went  b^  and  told  his  Mafter 
t  he  had'  been  at  the  Hall,  and  iaW  but  one  Man 
re.  This  was  a  Riddle  to  A2m/i&«j ;  inlbmuch  that  he 
at  himfelf  to  learn  the  Truth  of  the  Matter.  When 
came  to  the  Place,  he  found  the  Court  extremely 
ODg^d,  and  turning  (hort  upon  jEfopj  in  great  In* 
pation.  Sirrah,  fays  he,  are  all  thele  People  come 
X  yoQ  tdd  me  there  was  but  one  Man  here  ?  'TIS 
ytnie,  &jsjEfapy  there  w^s  a  huge  Crowd,  and  yet 
:  mie  Man  that  I  codd  fee  in  that  vaft  Multitude. 
is  feems  to  be  taken  out  of  the  Life  of  Dmencs. 


H  A  P.  1 7.    Xanthus  undertakes  to  drink  the 

Sea  dry. 

"^HERE  happened  not  long  after  this,  to  be  a 
L  merry  ^Meeting  of  Philofophers  ;  and  Xanthus ^ 
c  of  the  Cbmpany.  Xanthus  had  already  gotten  a  Cup 
^  much  ;  zxAMfop  finding  they  were  like  to  fet  out 
ibnd ;  Sir,  lays  he,  'tis  the  Humour  oi  Bacchus,  they 
Vifiift  xo  moke  Men  chearful,  and  when  they  are  paft 
%  to  make  *em  inmk^  and  in  the  Coodufion,   to 

make 
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make  them  mad.  Xantbus  took  Offence  at  jEfop ;  a 
told  him,  that  -was  a  Ledhire  for  Children.  {LaerL 
makes  this  to  be  the  faying  of  Anacbarfis).  The  Cu 
went  round,  and  Xanthtts  by  this  time  had  taken  1 
load,  who  was  mightily  given  to  talk  in  his  drink ;  ai 
whatever  was  uppermoft,  out  it  came  without  cith 
Fear  or  Wit.  Oae  of  the  Company  obferving  the  we 
fide  of  the  Man,  took  the  Oppormnity  ofpumpL 
him,  with  feveral  Qucftioas.  Xantbus  (uys  he)  I  ha 
read  (bmewhere,  that  it  is  poflible  for  a  Man  to  drii 
the  Sea  dry ;  but  I  can  hardly  believe  it.  Why,  fa 
Xantbus^  Pll  venture  my  Houfe  and  Land  upon'c,  tli 
I  dtft  myfelf  They  agreed  upon  the  Wager,  and  pi 
fendyoff  went  their  Rings  to  leal  the  Conditions.  B 
eariy  the  next  Morning  Xantbus  miffing  his  Rin 
thought  it  might  be  dipt  of  his  Finger,  and  ask*d  JEj 
about  it.  Why  truly,  fays  yEfop^  I  Qm  fay  nothing 
the  lofingof  your  Ring  •,  but  I  can  tell  you  diat  you  I 
your  Houfe  and  Land  laft  Nigbt :  And  fo  ^fop  told  hi 
the  Story  on*t",  which  his  Mafter,  it  feems,  had  utter 
forgotten.  Xantbus  began  now  to  chew  upon  the  Ma 
tcr,  and  it  went  to  the  Heart  of  him  to  confider,  th 
he  could  neidier  do  the  thing,  nor  yet  get  quit  of  li 
Bonds.  In  this  trouble  of  Thoughts  he  confulrs  ASfe 
(whole  Advice  before  he  had  rejefted)  what  was  to  1 
done  in  this  Cafe.  I  Ihall  never  forget,  lays  Xmibn 
how  much  I  owe  you  for  your  faithful  Services ;  and 
with  fair  Words  jE/op  was  prevailed  upon  to  undertal 
the  bringing  him  off.  'Tis  impoffible  to  do  the  thir 
(feys  he)  but  if  I  can  find  a  way  to  diflblve  the  Obligat 
on,  and  to  gain  you  Credit  by  it  over  and  above,  thai 
the  Point  I  fuppofe  will  do  your  Bulinels.  The  Tin 
appointed,  fays  jEfop^\&  now  at  hand,  wherefore  do  y< 
fet  a  bold  Face  upon  it,  and  gp  to  the  Sea-fJe  with  s 
your  Servants  and  your  Trinkets  about  you,  and  put  c 
a  Countenance  that  you  are  juft  now  about  to  mal 
good  your  undeitaking.  You'll  have  thoulands  < 
Spciftators.  there,  and  when  they  are  got  tc^ethcr,  1 
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ic  Form  of  the  Agreement  and  the  Condition  be  read 
Wch  runs  to  this  EfFeft :   That  you  are  to  drink  up 
ie  Sea  by  liich  a  certain  Time,    or  to  forfeit  your 
louie  and  Land,  upon  fuch  and  (lich  a  Confideration. 
Vhen  this  is  done,   call  for  a  great  Glafi,   and  let  it 
c  filFd  with  Sea-JVater^    in  the  Sight  of  the  whole 
Multitude  :  Hold  it  up  then  in  your  Hand,   and  %  as 
allows,  Ttm  have  beard^  good  People^  what  I  have  under- 
then  to  do  J  and  upon  what  Penalty^  if  I  do  not  go  through 
nth  it.     I  confefs  the  Agreement^  and  the  Matter  of  FaSt 
s  you  have  heard  it ;  and  I  am  now  about  to  drink  up  the 
ea ;  not  the  Rivers  that  run  inlo*t.    And  therefore  let  all 
he  Inlets  beftopt^    that  there  be  nothing  but  pure  Sea  left 
te  to  drink  J  and  I  am  now  ready  to  perform  my  part  of 
be  Agreement.     But  for  any  drinking  of  the  River s^  there 
r  nothing  of  that  in  the  Contrail.  The  People  found  it  fo 
lear  a  Calc,  that  they  did  i}ot  only  agree  to  the  Reafon 
nd  Juftice  of  Xanthus^s  Cafe,   but  hils*d  his  Adverfary 
lut  of  the  Field ;  who  in  the  Conclufion  made  a  publick 
Acknowledgment,  that  Xanthus  was  the  wifer  and  bet- 
er  Man  of  the  two  ;  but  defir*d  the  Contraft  might  be 
nade  void,  and  ofFer'd  to  fiibmit  himfelf  fiirthcr  to  fuch 
Arbitrators  as  Xanthus  himfelf  fhould  direft.     Xanthus 
H2&  fo  well  pleafed  with  the  ChanuJter  his  Adverlary 
lad  given  him,  of  a  wife  Man,   that  all  was  pafTed  o- 
ftXj   and  a  final  End  made  of  the  Difpute.     Plutarch 
tnakes  this  to  have  been  the  Invention  of  Bias. 


Chap*  13.    >Efop  baffles  the  Stiperjiition  of 

Augury. 

IN  the  Days  of  Mfop.^  the  World  was  mightily  ad- 
dicted to  Augury  ;  that  is  to  lay,  to  the  gathering 
of  Omens  from  the  Cry  and  Flight  of  Birds.  Upon  this 
Account  it  was,  that  Xanthus  one  Day  fent  Aifop  into 
the  Yard,  and  bad  him  look  well  about  him.  If  you 
fee  two  Crows  (fays  he)  you'll  have  good  Luck  after  it, 
but  if  you  Ihould  chance  to  fpy  one  Jingle  Crcw^   'tis  a 

bad 
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iad  Omen^  and  feme  ill  will  betide  you.  Mfop  ftepcouc 
and  came  immediately  back  agun,  and  told  his  Mafi3er 
that  he  had  feen  two  Crows.  Hereupon  Xantbus  went 
out  himfelf,  and  finding  but  one  (for  the  other  was 
flown  away)  he  fell  outragioufly  upon  £fop  for  makbg 
Sport  with  him,  and  order'd  him  to  be  fimndly  lafhM 
fbr't,  but  juft  as  they  were  ftripping  him  for  the  E»- 
cution,  in  comes  one  to  invite  Xantbus  abroad  to  taa^ 
per.  Well,  Mafter,  &ys  £fop^  and  whereas  the  Gre- 
cit  of  your^^g^  now?  When  I,  that iaw /ttv Crmtf^ 
am  to  be  beaten  like  a  Dog,  and  you,  that  £lw  but 
one^  are  going  to  make  merry  with  your  Friends  ?  The 
Reafbn  and  Quickneis  of  ttus  Refleftion,  pacifyd  the 
Mafter  for  the  prefent,  and  iav'd  the  poor  Fellow  a 
found  Whipping. 


Chap.  14.    iEfop  frtds  hidden  ^reafure. 

AS  Xantbus  was  walking  once  among  certain  Mo- 
numents, with  ^fop  at  his  Heels ;  and  Plodding 
upon  feveral  Epitaphs^  there  was  one  Infoription  in 
Greek  Letters j  that  Xantbus  with  all  his  Skill  he  had, 
could  not  tell  what  to  make  of.  Well,  fays  ^fop^  let 
me  fee  a  little  if  I  can  uncyphcr  it.  And  fo  after  lay- 
ing Things  and  Things  together  a- while,  Mafler,  fays 
he,  what  will  you  give  me,  if  I  find  you  a  Pot  of 
hidden  Trcafiire  now  ?  One  balf  of  it,  fays  Xantbus^ 
and  your  Liberty.  So  JBhp  fell  to  digging,  a  nutter 
of  four  Yards  from  the  Stone  that  had  the  Infaiption  % 
and  there  found  a  Pot  of  Gold  which  he  took  up  and 
delivered  to  his  Mafler  5  and  claim'd  his  Promife.  Wdl, 
&ys  XantbuSj  Pll  be  as  good  as  my  Word  -,  but  yoo 
muft  firft  fhew  me  how  you  came  to  know  there  was 
Treafure,  by  the  Infcription  ;  for  I  had  rather  be  Ma- 
fter of  that  Secret,  than  of  the  very  Gold  itfelf.  ^fif 
innocently  open'd  the  ¥^le  Matter  to  him.  Look  you 
Sir,  fays  he,  here  are  thefe  Letters,  «e,  f ,  /,  0,  s  69  Xi 
which  are  to  be  thus  interpreted ;  «fbnds  for  JT§Cdu  (^ 
4  ^ 
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for  pifjial^j  /  for  /iJffAgpr,  0  for  o^v^ctfj  €  for  c Jfi^-nf,  ^  for 
^n^avphwj  y^  for  x?«'*''*'«  J^  Englifli,  dig  four  Paces  from 
ibis  Place  J  and  you  Jball  find  Gold.  Now,  fays  Xanibus^ 
if  you  ak  ib  good  at  finding  out  Gold,  you  and  I  muft 
not  part  yet  Come  Sir,  fays  JEfop^  (perceiving  that 
his  Mailer  plaid  fait  and  loofe  with  him)  to  deal  free- 
ly with  you,  this  Treafure  belongs  to  King  Dionyfius. 
How  do  you  know  that?  lays  Xantbus.  Why  bv  the 
very  Inicription,  fays  £fop\  for  in  that  Senfe  a  ftands 

he  i^A&^  iS  for  BdLmxa^  /  for  ^i^fvatn^  e  for  or,  f  for  f  u^f  If, 

9  for  J^rffavfofj  X  for  %f^^^**  I^  Englifh,  give  Dionyfius 
tbe  Gold  you  bave  found.  Aiiff/iwii  began  to  be  afraid  when 
he  heard  it  was  the  King^s  Money,  and  chared  ^fop 
to  make  no  Words  on't  and  he  fhould  have  the  one 
half.  Tis  well,  fays  JEfop ;  but  this  is  not  fb  much 
your  own  Boun^  yet,  as  the  Intention  of  him  that 
bury'd  it ;  for  tne  very  fame  Letters  dired  the  divi- 
ding of  it  As  for  Example  once  again  now,  a  (lands 
fix-i^MAoceiUoi,  $  for  fiAJ'iffAvluj  <r  for /itAf^;,  0  for  oi*,  §  for 
iSftVj  ^  for  d»r«ti/?or,  X  for  XP*'^'»-  ^^  Englifh,  divide 
At  Gold  tbat  you  have  found.  Why  then,  fays  Xantbus 
]et  us  go  home  and  fhare  it.  No  fooner  were  they  got 
home«  but  ^fop  was  prefendy  laid  by  the  Heels,  for 
fear  of  blabbing,  crying  out  as  loud  as  he  could,  this 
come  of  tnifting  to  the  Faith  of  a  Philofbpher.  The 
Reproach  netded  his  Matter :  But  however  he  caufed 
his  Suckles  to  be  taken  off  upon't,  and  admonifhed 
JEfop  to  keep  his  licentious  Tongue  in  a  litde  better 
Order  for  the  future,  if  ever  he  hop*d  to  have  his  Li- 
berty. For  that,  fays  £fop^  prophetically,  I  fhall  not 
need  to  beg  it  of  you  as  a  Favour,  tor  in  a  very  few  Days 
I  ihaO  have  my  Freedom,  whether  you  will  or  no. 


Chap.  15.    -^fop  expounds  upon  an  Augury^ 

and  is  made  free. 

SOP  had  thus  br  hom  all  the  Indignities  of  a 
tedious  Slavery,  with  the  Conftancy  of  a  wifi? 

Man,. 
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Man,  and  withcJut  either  Vanity  or  Abjeftion  of  Mind 
He  was  not  ignorant  however  of  his  own  Value  •,  nei- 
ther did  he  negleft  any  honeft  Way  or  Occafion  of 
advancing  his  Name  and  his  Credit  in  the  World ;  as 
in  one  particular  Inftance  among  the  Samians^  on  a 
ftrange  thing  that  happen^  there  upon  a  very  {o- 
Icmn  Day.  The  Ring  it  feems,  that  had  the  Town- 
Seal  upon*t  was  laid  fomewhere  in  Sight,  where  an  Ea- 
^e  could  come  at  it  •,  fhe  took  it  up  in  the  Air,  and 
dropt  it  into  the  Bofom  of  a  Slave.  The  Samians  took 
this  for  a  Foreboding,  that  threatened  forte  difiiial 
Calamity  to  the  State,  and  in  a  general  Conftematioil 
they  prefently  caliM  a  Council  of  their  wife  Men^ 
and  Xanfbus  in  the  firft  Place,  to  give  their  Opinions 
upon  this  myfterious  Accident.  They  were  all  at  a 
lols  what  to  think  on*r,  only  Xanthus  defircd  ibmc 
few  Days  Time  for  further  Confideration.  Upon  thj% 
he  betook  himfelf  to  his  Study,  and  the  more  he  beat 
his  Brains  about  it,  the  further  he  found  himfelf  fixMii 
any  Hope  of  expounding  the  Secret.  This  put  him  in- 
to a  deep  Melancholy  •,  which  made  JEfop  very  impor- 
tunate and  impatient,  to  know  the  C^fe  of  it ;  with 
AfTurances,  that  he  would  fcrve  his  Mafter  in  the  Af- 
fair, whatever  it  was,  to  the  uttermoft  of  his  Power. 
Xanthus  hereupon  laid  the  whole  Matter  before  him,, 
and  told  him  in  ConcluTion,  that  he  was  not  onlv  lofE 
in  his  Reputation,  but  in  Danger  to  be  torn  to  Pieces 
by  the  Rabble.  When  £fop  found  how  the  Cafe  ftpod, 
never  trouble  your  Head  any  further,  fays  he,  do  but 
foUow  my  Advice,  and  Pll  bring  you  off  as  well  now 
as  ever  I  did  before.  When  you  appear  to  morrow  to 
give  in  your  Anfwer,  I  would  have  you  i^)eak  to  the 
People  after  this  manner. 

/  need  not  tell  your  fVifdoms  that  fo  many  Heads,  fo 
many  Minds,  and  fo  many  fever al  Men^  fo  many  feverd 
Conceptions  of  Things '^  nay^  and  further^  that  every  fe- 
veral  Art^  or  Profeffion  requires  a  diftincl  Faculty  or  Dif 
tojttion^  that  is  mare  or  left  peculiar  to  itfelf  It  is  the 
^.  4  Cu^m 
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Cs^om  of  the  JVorld  for  People  in  all  Cafes  where  tbg  are 
either  ignorant  or  doubtful^  to  repair  to  Men  that  have  the 
Reputation  of  Philofophers;,  for  Cpunfd  and  SatisfaSion. 
But  this  under  favour^  is  a  great  Mijiake ;  for  it  is  with 
Philofophers^  as  it  is^  /y2r>*,  with  other  Arts  and  Pro^ 
feffions  that  have  their  Funilions  apart  the  one  from  the 
other.  If^ifdomy  Uis  true^  may  be  called  properly  enough  the 
Kn<K:;ledge  of  Things  divine  and  human,  but  will  you 
therefore  expe£l  that  a  Philcfophr  fhould  do  the  Office  of  a 
Shoemaker  or  a  Barber,  becaufe  the  Tirades  are  con^erfant 
about  human  Things  ?  No,  no.  Gentlemen,  a  Man  may  he  a 
great  Pbilofopher  without  any  Skill  ai  all  in  the  handling 
the  Awl,  or  the  Razci\  But  if  the  S^ucftion  were  concerning 
the  Government  of  Life  and  Manners,  the  Nature  of  Things 
Celejiial  or  Terreftrid,  the  Duties  that  we  owe  to  God  or 
Man  J  you  could  not  do  better  than  r(pd  r  to  Philofophers 
for  Satisfaction.  But  for  reading  upon  Prodigies,  or  com-- 
minting  upon  the  Flight  of  Birds,  or  the  Entrails  ofBeafts, 
tbefe  are  things  quite  bcftde  the  Pbilofopher^ s  B'^ftnefs.  If 
there  be  any  thing  you  doubt  of  that  falls  under  the  Cogni- 
zance  of  Philofopby,  I  am  ready  to  ferve  you  inU  -,  but 
jour  prefait  Point  being  Augury,  Ifhall  take  IcaM  to  ac- 
quaint you  that  a  Servant  I  have  at  home  is  as  likely  to 
make  a  right  Judgment  that  way  as  any  J^ian  I  know. 
I  Jbould  not  prefume  to  name  a  Servant  •,  neither  perchance 
would  you  think  fit  to  make  ufe  of  one,  if  the  Necefjtty  of 
jcur  prefent  Dijlrefs  were  not  a  very  competent  and  reafon^ 
able  Excufe, 

Hcre*s  your  fpcech,  fays  jEfop,  and  your  Credit 
fiiv'd  whether  they'll  hear  me  or  not.  If  they  fend  for 
mc,  the  Honour  will  be  yours,  in  Cafe  I  deliver  my 
Hlf  to  their  Liking  •,  and  the  Difgrace  will  be  mine 
ihcn,  if  1  mifcarry.  His  Mafter  was  pleafed  beyond 
Mcafure  with  the  Advice,  but  he  did  not  as  yet  under- 
ftand  whither  it  tended. 

Xanthus  prefented  himfelf  early  the  next  Morning 
before  the  Council,  where  he  dilated  upon  the  Mat- 
ter according  to  his  Inftruftions,  and  fo  referred  than 
to  his  Servant  for  the  clearing  of  the  Difficulty.    The 
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People  with  one  Voice  crfd  out,  H^lftre  is  Be?  fyiy 
dees  not  be  appear?  Wig  has  not  bis  Mafier  irm^bi  bim 
along  with  him?  In  Ihort,  JEfop  was  immcdiatdy 
fetdi'd  into  the  Court,  and  at  the  very  firft  fi^t  of  him, 
they  all  burfl  out  a  laughing  by  confent.  This  FelloWt 
fays  one,  may  have  Skill  perhaps  in  divining,  but  he 
has  nothing  diat's  hunian  about  him.  Another  aflc'd 
where  he  was  bom,  and  whether  or  no  Blocks  had  the 
Faailty  of  Speech  in  his  G)untry.  JEfop  upon  this  ad- 
drcfe'd  himfelf  to  the  Council. 

Ton  have  here  before  ye  (fays  jEfop)  an  ungraeious  Ft- 
gttre  of  a  Man^  'which  in  truths  is  not  a  Subje£l  for  your 
Contempt^  nor  is  it  a  reajbnable  Ground  for  your  De^asTy 
upon  the  Matter  in  quejiion.  One  wife  Man  values  aU'- 
other  fcr  his  Underftandhtg^  not  for  his  Beauty ;  b^di 
that  the  Deformity  of  my  Perfon  is  no  Incapacity  iU  alias 
to  your  Bujinefs.  Did  you  nrcer  tafie  delicious  Drink  md 
of  an  ill'loolfd  Veffel  ?  or  did  you  never  drink  Wine  that 
VDo.s  vapid  or  eager ^  out  of  a  Veffel  of  Gold  ?  ^'Tis  Si^a- 
city  and  Strength  of  Reafon  that  you  have  occafion  for^ 
not  the  force  of  robuft  Lambs ^  nor  the  Delicacies  of  Cohtar 
and  Proportion.  Wherefore  I  mufi  befeech  you  not  t$ 
judge  of  my  Mind  by  my  Body^  nor  to  condemn  me  unheard. 
Upon  this,  they  all  cry'd  out  to  him.  If  he  had  any 
thing  to  fay  for  the  Common  Good,  that  he  wouU 
ipeak  it.  With  your  favour^  lays  he,  />  is  for  that  Eni^ 
I  prefume^  that  ye  have  called  me  hither^  and  it  is  with 
a  great  Zeal  for  your  Service  that  I  Jiand  now  before  ye: 
But  when  I  conftder  the  Weight  of  the  Matter^  in  bani^ 
and  the  Office  that  I  am  mm  to  perform^  it  will  as  lisde 
jland  with  your  Honours^  perhaps^  to  take  the  Opinion  of 
a  Slave  into  your  Councils  and  Debates^  as  it  will  with  my 
Condition  to  offer  it.  Befide  the  rifque  I  run  of  my  Ma/ler^s 
Difpleafure  upon  the  Event.  But  all  this  yet  may  be  ok- 
viated^  my  Fears  fecuf^d^  rny  Mod^  gratiffd^  andymtr 
own  Dignity  prefenfd^  only  by  making  me  a  Freeman  be- 
fore hand  to  qualify  me  for  the  FunSion.  They  all  laid 
it  was  a  moil  r^fbnable  thing,  and  prefendy  treated 
about  the  Price  of  his  liberty,  and  onki'd  the  ^^eftmrs 

to 
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>  pay  down  the  Money.  When  Xanthus  law  the 
ling  muft  be  done,  he  could  not  decently  (land  hig- 
ing  about  the  fticc ;  but  liiilking  a  Virtue  of  Necef- 
y^  he  chofe  rather  to  prefent  JEfop  to  the  Common- 
cadth,  than  to  fell  him.  The  Samians  took  it  very 
indly,  and  J&fop  was  prefendy  manumiT^dy  and  made 
Citizen  in  Fomii  proclaim*d  a  JPreetnan ;  and  after 
LIS  Ceremony,  he  diicoUrfed  upon  the  Subject  of  the 
(Mtent  as  follows. 

IJball  not  need  to  tell  Jb  many  wife  and  knowing  Men^ 
hU  the  Eagle  is  a  Royal  Bird^  and/gnffies  a  great  King  % 
xti  the  dropping  of  the  Ring  in  the  Bojbm  of  a  Slave  that 
u  no  Power  over  bimfelf  portends  the  Lofs  of  your  Liber-^ 
es  if  you  do  not  look  to  yourfelves  in  time  \  and  that  fome 
Ueni  Prince  has  a  defign  upon  ye.  This  put  the  Samians 
11  a^fire  to  hear  the  ifTue  of  the  Prcdidion^  In  (bme 
hort  time  after  there  came  Ambafladors  from  Criefus 
ht  King  of  Lydia^  to  demand  a  Tribute  on  the  behalf 
af  their  Mafter,  and  threatned  the  Samians  with  a  War 
JQ  die  Caie  of  a  Reftiial.  This  Afiair  came  to  be  de- 
bned  in  the  Council,  where  the  Majority  was  rather 
far  Peace  with  Slavery,  than  for  running  the  riibue  of 
I  Di^te  ;  but  they  would  not  come  to  a  Refblution 
fee,  without  firft  confulting  jEfop  what  they  had  beft 
ID  do ;  who  gave  them  his  Thought  upon  it  in  Words 
iDd^sefied. 

Every  Man  in  this  World  has  two  JVays  before  him^ 
^istofay^  Firft,  The  IVay  ofLiberty^  thavs  narrovj 
ai  nfged  at  tie  Entrance^  but  plainer  and  fmootherfiilt 
^  farther  you  go.  Secondly,  ne  U^ay  of  Servitude  or 
Vavery^  that  feems  to  be  eafy  at  firji^  but  you^U  find  it 
ipermards  to  be  full  of  intolerable  Difficulties.  The 
Umans  upon  thde  Words,  declar'd  th^mlelves  unani- 
moufly  for  Liberty,  and  that  (ince  they  were  at  prefent 
fcte,  they  would  never  make  themfclvcs  Slaves  by  their 
Mm  Cbnlent :  So  the  Ambafladors  departed,  and  there 
|ta  a  War  denounced. 

'  When  Crafus  came  to  undeHbind  the  Relblution  the 
nans  had  taken,  and  how  inclinable  they  were  to  a 

b  a  Com- 
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0)mplknce,  till  ^fop^  by  the  Power  only  of  a 
Wolxls^  diverted  them  from  it,  he  refolved  to  fen 
and  difcouife  widi  y£fop.  So  he  made  an  Offer  t\ 
Samiansy  upon  their  fending  J£Jbp  to  him,  to  put  a 
at  prefcnt  to  the  Courfe  of  his  Amis.  When  - 
came  to  hear  of  this  Propofition,  he  told  them,  th 
was  not  againft  their  fending  of  him,  provided 
that  he  might  tell  them  one  Story  before  he  left  th( 

In  old  1'ime  (lays  he)  when  feme  Beajls  talked  I 
Senfe  than  many  Men  do  now-a^days^  there  happened 
a  fierce  IVar  betwixt  the  tVolves  and  the  Sheep  ;  am 
Sbeepy  by  the  help  of  the  Dogs^  had  rather  the  better 
The  fVohes^  upon  this^  offered  the  Sheep  a  Peace ^  on 
dition  only  that  they  might  have  their  Dogs  for  Hqfta 
the  filly  credulous  Sheep  agreed  to  ity  and  as  foon  as 
they  had  parted  with  the  DogSj  the  fVohes  break  in 
tbemj  and  dejlroy  them  at  pleafure.    See  Fab.  45. 

The  Samians  quickly  fmelt  out  the  Moral  of  this 
ble,  and  cried  out,  one  and  all,  that  they  would 
p;ut  with  ^fop :  But  this  did  not  hinder  jSfop  h 
ever  fix)m  putting  himfclf  aboard,  and  taking  a  Pal 
for  Lydia  with  the  Ambaffadors. 


Chap.  16.    iEfop  prefents  himfelf  before 

King  of  Lydia. 

IMmediately  u|X)n  Mfof%  Arrival  in  Lydia^  he  ] 
fented  himfelf  before  the  King,  who  lookii^  u 
him  with  Contempt,  Hatred,  and  Indignation  ;  is 
a  Man,  fays  he,  to  hinder  the  King  of  Lydia  from  be 
Mailer  oiSamos?  Mfop  then  with  a  Reverence  after 
Lydian  Falhion,  delivered  what  he  had  to  lay. 

/  am  not  here  (lays  he)  Great  King^  in  the  ^alit) 
d  Man  that  is  given  up  by  his  Country  ^  or  under  the  C 
pilfion  of  any  Force  -,  but  it  is  of  my  own  accord  that  I 
now  come  to  lay  my  felf  at  your  Majeftfs  Feetj  and  a 
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ibis  only  Requeft^  that  you  will  vouchfafe  me  the  Honour 
of  your  royal  Ear^  and  Patience  but  for  a  few  IFords, 
'  There  was  a  Boy  hunting  of  l^ocufts,  and  he  had 

*  the  Fortune  to  take  a  Grafhopper.     She  found  he 

*  was  about  to  kill  her,  and  pleaded  after  this  mannor 
'  for  her  Life.     AlaR  (lays  fhe)  I  never  did  any  Body 

*  an  Injury,  and  never  had  it  either  in  my  Will  or 

*  my  Power  to  do't.  All  my  Bufincls  is  my  Song  •, 
'  and  what  will  you  be  the  better  for  my  Death  ?  Tiie 
'  Youth's  Heart  relented,  and  he  let  the  funplc  Graf- 

*  hopper  at  liberty. 

Your  Majefty  has  now  that  innocent  Creature  beforp 
you:  There's  nothing  that  I  can  pretend  to  but  wjf 
Voice^  which  I  have  ever  employ* d^  fo  far  as  in  me  layy 
to  the  Service  of  Mankind.  The  King  was  fo  tenderly 
moved  with  the  Modefty  and  Prudence  of  the  Man, 
that  he  did  not  only  give  him  his  Life,  but  bad  him 
afk  any  thing  farther  dut  he  had  a  Mind  to,  and  it 
fliould  be  granted  him.  "Why  then,  fays  yEfop  (with., 
that  Veneration,  Gratitude  and  Refpeft  that  the  Cafe 
required)  I  do  moft  humbly  implore  your  Majcfty*s 
Favour  for  my  Countrymen  the  Samians,  The  King 
granted  him  his  Requcft,  and  confirmed  it  under  his 
Seal  i  befide  that  the  Piety  of  making  that  Petition  his 
Choice,  was  a  farther  Recommendation  of  him  to  His 
Royal  Kindneis  and  Eileem. 

jEfip  foon  after  this  returned  to  Samos  with  the 
News  of  the  Peace,  where  he  was  welcomed  with  all 
the  InlUnces  of  Joy  and  Thankfulne&  imaginable  ^  in- 
Ibmuch  that  they  ercfted  a  Staaie  for  him,  with  an 
Inicripckxi  upon  it,  in  honour  of  his  Memory.  From 
Samos  he  returned  afterwards  to  Crafus^  for  whofe  f;ike 
he  composed  fevcraj  of,  thofe  Apologues  that  pals  in  the 
World  to  this  Day  under  his  Name.  His  Fancy  lay 
extremely  to  travelling  >  but  above  all  other  Places  he 
had  the  g^eateft  MJ?^d  to  ice  Babylon :  To  which,  end 
he  got  Letters  of  Recommendation  from  Crafus  to  t^ie 
King  there  j  who,  according  to  Herodotus^  was  a  Friend 
md  an  Ally  of  Crccfu^%  and  his  Name,  Lalynetus^hot 

b  3        •  Lyce-^ 
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LyceruSj  as  Planudes  has  handed  it  down  to  us  upon 
great  Miilake.  But  his  Curioflty  led  him  firft  to  pa 
through  Greece^  for  the  fake  of  the  Seven  mfe  Jkb 
whofe  Reputation  was  at  that  time  ^moiis  sjl  o?i 
the  World.  He  had  the  good  hap  in  his  Travels  I 
find  them  at  Corinth^  togcth:^r  with  Anacbarfis^  ao 
fcveral  of  their  Followers  -r:!  Piiciples,  where  the 
were  all  treated  by  ^c'i:.iuLr  at  a  Villa  of  his  not  £1 
from  the  Town.  This  Encounter  was  to  the  oon 
mon  Satisfadtion  of  die  whole  Company ;  the  Enta 
tainment  philofophical  and  agreeable,  and  among  0 
ther  Difcourfes,  they  had  fome  Cbntroverfy  upon  tb 
Subjcft  of  Government,  and  which  was  the  moft  a 
cellent  Form  -,  jEfop  being  ftill  for  Monarchy^  and  A 
reft  for  a  Comfnomvenltb.  He  travell'd  thence^  a  whl 
after  into  AJiay  and  fo  to  Biabyhn^  according  to  U 
firft  Intention, 


Chap.  17.   iEfop  adopts  Ennns,    EnnusV  lit 
gratitfide  and  Faljemf}\  and  /SXo^^s  Gooi^ 

Nature^ 


IT  was  the  fafhion  in  thofe  Days  for  Princes  to 
cife  Trials  of  Skill  in  the  putting  and  refolving  ol 
Riddles  and  intricate  Queftions ;  and  he  that  was  tk 
beft  at  the  clearing  or  untying  of  knotty  Difficulties, 
carried  the  Prize,  jEfop^s  Faculty  lay  notably  that  wiyj 
and  rendered  him  io  ferviceable  to  the  Kii%,  that  il 
jbrought  him  tx)th  R^eputation  and  Reward,  ic  was  he 
unhappin^  to  have  no  Children,  for  the  Conrlfin  att! 
Support  of  his  old  Age  ;  {q  that  with  the  Kira^  Cofr 
fent  he  adopted  a  young  Man,  wTk)  was  wS  bonii 
and  ingenious  enou^,  but  poor ;  his  Name  was  Em' 
nus.  jEfop  took  as  much  care  of  his  Inftimtbft  iis  tf  Ik 
had  been  his  own  Child,  and  train'd  him  u|>  m  thofi 
Principles  of  Virtue  and  Knowledge,  that  might  mdfl 
prqbably  render  him  great  and  happy.  But  thM^ 
no    working    upon   a  .flagitious    and   perverie   Ni* 

turcj 
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^  by  Kindnds  and  Difcipline,  and  'tis  time  loft  to 
ik  of  maftering  fo  incurable  ^  Evil :  So  dut  Ennus^ 
r  die  manner  of  other  wicked  Men,  heupirig  one 
any  upon  another,  counterfeits  his  F  ather*s  Name 

Hand  to  certain  Letters,  where  he  promifes  his  Af- 
nce  to  the  Nei^bour  Princes  againft  Labynettis. 
!fe  Letters  Ennus  carries  to  the  King,  and  char^ 
Father  with  Treafim,  though  in  Appearof^ce  with 
the  Trouble  and  Unwillingneis  that  was  pofllble, 
r  a  Senfe  of  his  Duty  to  his  King  and  his  Country 
Uow'd  up  all  other  Relpefts  of  Reverence  and  Mo- 
y  that  a  Son  owes  to  a  Father.  The  King  to<5k  all 
e  Calumnies  for  Inftances  of  Enniah  Afl:e6tions  to 
,  without  the  leaft  Sufpicion  of  any  Fmud  in  the 
icr :  So  that  without  any  further  Enquiry,  he  or- 
d  ^fop  to  be  put  to  deatn.  The  Perlbns  to  wliopi 
Care  of  his  Execution  was  committed,  being  well 
red  of  his  Innocence,  and  of  the  King's  ungo- 
lable  Paflions,  took  him  out  of  the  way,  and  gave 
ut  that  he  was  dead.  Some  few  Days  after  diis, 
e  came  I^etters  to  Labynetus  from  Aftuijis  the  King 
^gypt^  wherein  Lalynetus  was  defir'd  by  Amafis 
CM  him  a  certain  Architeft  that  could  raife  a 
«rcr  that  fhould  hang  in  the  Air,  and  likewife  re* 
!  all  Queftions.  hahynttus  was  at  a  great  lols  what 
wcr  to  return  \  and  die  Fiercends  of  his  Difplealiire 
nit  Mjop  being  by  this  dme  ibmcwhat  abated,  he 
10  to  enquire  after  him  with  great  PaflTion^  and 
Id  often  profels,  that  if  the  parting  with  one  half 
Ills  Kingdom  could  bring  hun  to  life  again,  he 
Id  give  It.     Hermippus  and  others  that  had  kept 

out  of  the  way,  told  the  King,  u]x)n  the  hearing 
lus,  that  yEfop  was  yet  aliye :  So  they  were  com- 
ded  to  bring  him  forth,  which  they  did  in  all  the 
iUinels  he  had  contrafted  in  the  Prifon.  He  did 
Iboner  appear,  but  he  made  his  Innqcence  fo  niii- 
I,  that  Labynetus  in  extreme  Difpleafure  and  In- 
ration  commanded  the  falfe  Accufer  to  be  put  to 
h  with  moft  exquifite  Torments  \  but  jEJop^  af- 

b  4  ter 
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ttr  all  this,  interceded  for  him,  and  obtainM  bis  Par- 
iU>n,  upon  ^  charitable  Prcfumptipn,  that  rite  Senfe  of 
lb  great  a  Qoodnefe.  and  Obligation  would  yet  work 
upon  him.  Herodotus  tells  the  Story  of  Camhyfes  the 
Son  of  CyruSy  and  Crcejus^  and  with  what  Joy  Cambyfes 
rccciv*d  Crcsfiis  again, '  after  he  was  foppofed  to  be  put 
to  death  by  hb  own  Order ;  but  then  it  varies  in  this, 
that  he  caufed  thofe  to  be  put  to  death,  that  were  to 
have  feen  the  Execution  done,  for  not  obferving  his 
Cbmmand. 

Chap.  1 8.   iEfop j  Letters  of  Mornlitji  to  his 

Soil  Ennus. 

PON  Mfop^^  coming  again  into  Favour,  he  had 

the  King  of  Ai^ypi^s  Letter  given  him  tp  confi- 

der  of,  and  awifed  Lalynctus  to  fend  him  for  Anfwer : 
That  early  the  next  Spring  he  fhould  have  the  Satif- 
feftion  he  defined.  Tilings  being  in  this  State,  JEfop 
took  Enmis  home  to  him  again,  and  fo  ordered  the 
Matter,  that  he  wanted  neither  Counfels  nor  Infbuc- 
tions,  nor  any  other  Helps  or  l-.ights  that  might  dit 
pofe  him  to  the  leading  of  a  virtuous  Life,  as  wiX 
appear  by  the  following  Precepts. 

My  Son  (fays  he)  worflnf  God  with  Care  and  Reverence^ 
and  with  a  Sincerity  of  Heart  i-oid  of  all  Hypocrify  or  O- 
Jientation :  Not  as  if  that  divine  Nam  ana  Po^j;er  were 
only  an  Invention  to  fright  fVomen  and  Children^  hni 
know  that  God  is  cmniprefent^  true^  and  almighty. 

Have  a  care  even  of  yotir  tncft  private  Anions  anji 
^oughts  \  for  God  fees  through  you^  and  your  Confcience 
will  bear  witnefs  againft  you. 

It  is  according  to  Prudence  as  well  as  Nature^  to  ptn 
that  Honour  to  your  Parent s^  that  you  expeSi  your  Chil- 
dren Jhould  piy  to  you. 

Do  all  the  Good  you  can  to  all  Men^  hut  in  the  firfi 
place  to  your  neareft  Relations  •,  and  do  no  Hurt  how- 
ever  where  you  can  do  no  Good, 

Keep 
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Keep  a  Guard  upon  your  Words  as  well  as  upon  your 
A&ionSy  that  there  be  no  Impurity  in  either. 

Follow  the  DiSates  of  your  Reafon^  and  you  are  fafe  \ 
and  have  a  Care  of  impotent  AffeSlions. 

Apply  yourfelf  to  learn  more^  fo  long  as  therms  any 
thing  left  that  you  do  not  know^  and  value  good  Counfel 
before  Money. 

Our  Minds  muji  he  cultivated  as  vrell  as  our  Plants ; 
the  Improvement  of  our  Reafon  makes  us  like  Angels^ 
whereas  the  Negle£l  of  it  turns  us  into  Beafts. 

Tbere^s  no  permanent  and  inviolable  Good^  but  Wifdom 
and  Virtue^  tho*  the  ftudy  of  itfignifies  little  without  the 
Praaice. 

Do  not  think  it  impqffible  to  be  a  wife  Man,  without 
lookh^  four  upon  it.  Wifdom  makes  Men  fevere^  but  not 
$nbuman» 

It  is  Virtue  not  to  be  vitious. 

Keep  Faith  with  all  Men.  Have  a  Care  of  a  Lye^  as 
you  would  of  Sacril^e.  Great  Babblers  have  no  regard 
either  to  Hohefy  or  ^ruth. 

Take  delight  in^  and  frequent  the  Company  of  good 
Men  J  for  it  will  give  ydu  a  Tinffure  of  their  Manners 
ioo. 

Take  heed  of  that  vulgar  Error ^  of  thinking  that  there  is 
any  Good  in  Evil.  It  is  a  Mifiake  when  Men  talk  ofprofi- 
table  Kjfovery^  or  offfarving  Honefty  \  for  Virtue  and  Ju- 
fiice  carry  all  that  is  good  and  profitable  along  with  than. 

Let  every  Man  mind  his  own  Bujinefs^  for  Curiofity  is 
reflUfs. 

'  Speak  III  of  no  Body^  and  you  are  no  more  to  hear  Ca^ 
Umnies  than  to  report  them :  Bejide  thatj  they  that  Pra- 
8ife  the  one  commonly  love  the  other. 

Propofe  honeji  Things^  follow  wholefome  Counfels^  and 
leave  the  Event  to  God. 

Let  no  Man  dejpair  in  Adverftty^  nor  prefume  in  Pro- 
fperity,  for  all  Things  are  changeable. 

Rife  earfy  to  your  Bujinefs^  learn  good  Things^  and 
oblige  good  Men  >  thefe  are  three  Things  you  fball  nrcer 
repent  of. 

Have 
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Have  a  care  of  Luxury  and  Gluiiony,  but  cf  Drunk- 
tnnefs  efpeciaUy ;  for  fFine  as  weU  as  Age  makes  a  Alan 
a  Child. 

TFatcbfor  the  Opportunities  of  doing  things^  for  therms 
nothing  weU  done  but  whafs  done  in  Seafon. 

Love  and  Honour  Kings^  JPrinces^  and  Magifirates^  far 
they  are  the  Bands  of  Society^  in  punijbing  of  the  GuiUy^ 
and  proteSing  the  Innocent. 

Thele,  or  (iich  as  thefe,  were  d^  Leflbns  that  Mfop 
read  daily  to  his  Son ;  but  ib  &r  was  he  irom  mend- 
ing upon  them,  that  he  gfew  every  Day  worle  and 
worfe,  fhewing  that  it  is  not  in  the  Power  of  Art  or 
Difcipline  to  redity  a  perverfe  Nature,  or  (as  Esiripi^ 
des  fays)  to  make  a  Man  wife  that  has  no  Soul.  But  hmt- 
ever,  according  to  Neveletus^  he  came  ibon  after  to  he 
touched  in  Cbnfcience  for  his  barbarous  Ingratitude,  and 
died  in  a  raguig  Remorfe  for  what  he  had  done. 

The  Spring  was  now  at  Hand,  and  JSfop  was  pre- 
paring for  the  Task  he  had  undertaken  about  the  Buikl-- 
ing  of  a  Tower  in  the  Air,  and  reiblving  all  manner  of 
Quellions :  But  I  (hall  fay  no  more  of  that  comantick 
Part  of  the  Hiftory,  than  that  he  went  into  Mgypt^  and 
acquitted  himfdf  of  his  Conunilfion  to  Amafis  with  great 
Reputation.  From  thence  back  again  to  Labynetus^ 
laden  with  Honours  and  Rewards ;  fix>m  whom  he  got 
Leave  to  return  into  Greece ;  but  upon  CcNKlition  of 
returning  to  Babylon  by  the  firft  Opportunity. 


Chap.  ip.    -^fop'j  Voyage  to  Dclphos ;  his 
barbarous  Ufage  there^  and  his  Death. 

WHEN  yfi/i?  had  almoft  taken  the  whole  Toor 
of  Greece^  he  went  to  Delpbos^  either  for  the  6- 
racle*s  iake,  or  for  the  lake  of  the  ff^ifemen  that  &e- 
C|uented  that  Place.  But  when  he  came  thither,  he 
found  Matters  to  be  quite  otherwife  than  he  expe6ted» 
and  fo  far  fix)m  defending  the  Reputation  they  bad  in 

the 
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the  World  for  Piety  and  Wildom,  that  he  found  them 
proud  and  avaricious,  and  hereupon  deliYer*d  his  Opini- 
on of  them  under  this  Fable. 

Ifafd  ("lavs  he)  ibe  Curi^  that  hrmtght  m  hither^  io 
ie  much  the  toft  cf  People  at  the  Sea-JidSy  that  fee  fme" 
tbaig  €0me  bultitig  inward  ibem  a  great  way  (ff  ai  Scaj  and 
take  it  atfirfi  t$  befime  mighty  Matter^  bta  upon  drivii^ 
nearer  and  nearer  the  Sbare^  it  preves  at  laft  (q  be  onfy  a 
heap  of  fTeeds  and  Rubbi/b.    Sec  Fab.  ii^. 

The  Ma^ftrates  of  the  Place  took  infinite  Ofiencc  at 
Liberty,   and  prefently  entered  into  a  G)nipir^ 
agaii^  him,  to  take  away  his  Life,  for  fear  he  Ihould 
ff^  them  the  feme  Char^Aer  elfeidiere  in  his  Travels, 
that  he  had  done  there  upon  the  Place.    It  was  not  fo 
iafe  they  dioi^uii  nor  to  eflfefhial  a  Revenge  to  make 
hun  away  in  private ;  but  if  they  could  (6  contrive  it, 
as  to  bring  hun  to  a  fliamefiil  End,  under  a  Form  of 
Tuftice,  it  would  better  aniwer  their  Bufinels  and  De- 
bgn.     To  which  Purpofe  they  cauied  a  Golden  Cup  to 
be  fecredy  conveyM  into  his  Baggage,  when  he  was 
packing  up  to  depart.     He  was  no  fooner  out  of  die 
Town  upon  his  Journey,  but  immediately  purfu'd  and 
taken  upon  the  Way  by  the  Officers,  and  charg'd  with 
Saarilege.     jSfop  den/d  the  Matter,  and  laugh'd  at 
them  sdl  for  a  Company  of  mad  Men ;  but  upon  the 
fauching  of  his  Bdces,  they  took  the  Cup  and  fhew'd 
it  to-  the  Pec^Ie,  hurryii^  him  away  to  rrifon  in  the 
middle  of  his  Defence.     They  broi^t  him  the  next 
Day  into  the  Court,  where  notwithftanding  the  Proof 
of  his  Innocence,   as  clear  as  the  Day,   he  was  con- 
demned to  die ;  and  his  Sentence  was  to  be  thrown 
Headlong  from  a  Rode,  down  a  deep  Precipice.     Af- 
ter hb  Doom  was  paft,  he  prevailed  upon  them,  with 
much  adO|  to  be  heard  a  few  Words,  and  fo  told  them 
the  Story  of  the  Frog  and  the  Moi^e,  as  it  (lands  in 
iheFabfe. 

This 
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This  wrought  nothing  upon  the  Hearts  of  the  Del^ 
pbians^  but  as  they  were  bawling  at  the  Executioner  to 
difpatch,  and  do  his  Office,  Mfip  oh  a  fudden  gave  them 
the  flip,  and  f^ed  to  an  Altar  hard  by  there,  in  hopes 
the  Religion  of  the  Place  might  have  protefted  him ; 
but  the  Delphians  told  him,  that  the  Altars  of  the  Gods 
were  not  to  be  any  Sandtuary  to  thofe  that  robbed  their 
Temples ;  whereupon  he  took  Occaflon  to  tell  them 
the  Fable  of  the  Eagle  arid  the  Beetle  to  this  following 
Effeft,  as  it  flSuids  in  the  Book,  Numb,  378. 

Now,  fays  yEfop^  (after  the  telling  of  this  Fable) 
you  are  not  to  flatter  yourfclves  that  the  Profiiners  of 
holy  Altan,  and  the  OppreflTbrs  of  the  Innocent,  ftiall 
ever  efcape  Divine  Vengeance.  This  enragqd  the  Ma- 
giftrates  to  fuch  a  D^ee,  that  they  commanded  the 
Officers  immediately  to  take  jEfop  from  the  Altar,  and 
difpatch  him  away  to  his  Execution.  When  Mfrp 
found  that  neither  the  Holinefs  of  the  Place,  nor  the 
Cleamefs  of  his  Innocence  was  fiifflcient  to  proteft  him, 
and  that  he  was  to  fall  a  Sacrifice  to  Subornation  and 
Power,  he  g^ve  them  yet  one  Fable  more  as  he  was 
upon  the  Way  to  Execution. 

^ere  ivas  aft  old  Felhzv  (fays  he)  that  bad  fpent  bis 
whole  Life  in  the  Country  without  ever  feeing  the  *Town  \ 
he  foioid  himfelf  weak  and  decaying^  and  nothing  would 
ferve^  hit  his  Friends  muft  needs  fhew  him  the  ^own  once 
before  he  died.  Their  Affes  were  very  well  acquainted  with 
the  JVay^  and  fb  they  caufed  them  to  be  made  ready ^  and 
turned  the  old  Man  and  Ajfes  loofe^  without  a  Guide ^  to  try 
their  Fortune.  They  were  overtaken  upon  the  Road  by  a 
terrible  Tempeft^  fo  that  what  with  the  Darknefs^  and  the 
Violettce  of  the  Storm^  the  Ajjes  were  beaten  out  of  the 
TVay^  and  tumbled  with  the  old  Man  into  a  Pit^  where  he 
bad  only  titne  to  deliver  bis  laft  Breath  with  this  Exdama- 
ticn.  Miferable  fVretch  that  I  am^  to  be  deftrcfd^  finte 
die  I  muji^  by  the  bafefi  of  Beajtsy  by  Affes.  And  thafs 
my  Fate  now  in  fuffering  by  the  Hands  of  a  barbarous^ 
pAtijh  People^  that  underhand  nothings  either  of  Humanity 

or 


«« 


The  Life  of  ^s o p.         3^ 


■^^ 


er  Honour ;  and  aS  contrary  to  the  ^yes  of  Hofpitality  and 
Juftice.  But  the  Gods  ivill  not  Juffer  my  Blood  to  lie  un- 
reveng'dj  and  I  doubt  not  but  that  in  Time  the  Judgment 
of  luiPuen  willgiw  you,  to  uttdetfiand  your  fVickednefs  by 
your  Punijbment,  He  was  ipeaking  oti^  but  they  pufh'd 
him  off  headlong  from  the  Rock,  and  he  was  dafh'd 
to  pieces  with  the  Fall. 

The  Delpbians  foon  after  this,  were  vifited  with  Fa- 
mine and  Peftilence, .  to  ilich  a  degree,  that  they  went 
to  confiilt  the  Oracle  of  jipollo  to  know  what  Wicked- 
nefe  it  was  had  brought  thefe  Calamities  upon  them. 
The  Oracle  gave  them  this  Aniwer,  that  they  were .  to 
expiate  for  the  Death  of  JSfop.  In  the  Confcience  of 
their  Barbarity,  they  erefled  a  Pyramid  to  his  Honour  y 
and  it  is  upon  Tradition,  that  a  great  many  of  the  moil 
eminent  Men  among  the  Greeks  of  that  Seafon,  went 
afterwards  to  Delpbos  upon  the  News  of  the  tragical 
End  of  yEfop^  to  learn  the  Truth  of  the  Hiftory  j  and 
found  upon  Enquiry,  that  the  principal  of  the  Conipi' 
rators  had  laid  violent  Hands  upon  themfelves. 
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F  A  B  L  E  I .    A  Cocit  and  a  Diamotttl^ 

AS  a  Cock  was  turning  up  a  Dunghill,  he  Ipy'd 
z  Diamond.  Well  (&ys  he  to  hinifelf  )  this 
iparkling  Foolery  now  to  a  Lapidary  in  my 
place,  would  have  been  the  making  of  him; 
but  as  to  any  Ufe  or  Purpole  of  mine,  a  Barlrf-Corn 
had  been  worth  forty  (xi't 

The  Moral. 

tie  tbai?s  indufirims  in  an  hcneft  Callings  Jhatt  never  fail  rf  a 
Bleffa^.  'Tts  the  fart  rf  a  wife  Man  te  prefer  Things  neeef^ 
Jarj  Ufete  Jdatters  ofCkriefttj^  Ornament y  or  Pleafure. 

REFLECTION. 

THE  Mbndifbwill  htftWifdcm  and  Virtue  to  be  meant  by 
dielKmm/;  theXFSr£^andtheP/n^/f  ofit,  hyXhtDung-^ 
tilli  and  by  the  Cocltj  a  voluptuous  Man^  that  absmdons  him- 
felf  to  his  Lofts,  without  any  regard,  either  to  the  Study,  the 
PniAice,  or  the  Excellency  of  better  things. 

Now,  with  favour  of  the  Antients,  this  Fable  feems  to  me 
latfaer  to  hold  forth  an  Emblem  of  Indujhry  and  Moderation. 
The  Cock  lives  by  his  honejl  Labour^  and  maintains  his  Family 
out  of  it:  His  (craping  upon  the  Dunghill  is  but  working  in 
hb  CalBng:  The  precious  Stone  is  only  a  gaudy  Temptation  that 
Poftnne  throws  in  his  way  to  divert  himftom  his  Bufmefs  and 
bDuty;  he  would  have  been  glad,  he  fays,  of  a  Barley-Corn 
'  on't,  and  fo  cafts  itafide  asathing  not  worththe  heed- 
What  is  aJl  this  now,  but  the  pofl^  of  a  true  Eftimate 

B  upon 
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upon  the  Matter  in  queftion,  in  preferring  that  which  Pmvi- 
dence  has  made  and  pronounced  to  be  the  Staff  of  Ufty  bdbre 
a  glittering  Gew-g^w,  that  has  no  other  Value  than  what  Va- 
njbr.  Pride,  and  Luxnr}'  have  fet  upon't  ?  The  Price  of  dk 
Market  to  a  ^eujelkr  in  his  Tra^ie,  is  one  thing,  but  the  intrinfiA 
tfiirth  of  a^  thing  to  a  Man  o^  Senfe  and  Judgment^  isanotfa^. 
Nay,  that  very  lapidary  himfclfy  with  a  coming  Stomach,  and 
in  the  Cock*s  Place,  would  ha%c  made  the  Cock^s  Choice.  Tfcc 
Doctrine,  in  (hort,  may  be  this :  That  we  are  to  prefer  thiflgi 
necejfaryfhdoi^  things  Juperfucus  \  the  Comforts  and  the  Bld- 
fmg$  of  Providence  bdfbre  the  dazling  and  the  fplendid  Curio- 
fities  of  Mode  and  Imagination :  And  finally,  that  we  are  ttot 
to  govern  our  Lives  by  Fancy y  but  fcy  Reajm, 

.  p  A  B.  2.     A  Cat  and  a  Cocll* 

IT  was  the  hard  fortune  once  of  a  Cock  to  fall  into 
the  clutches  of  a  Cat.  Pufs  had  a  Month*s  wS^ 
to  be  upon  the  Bones  of  him,  but  was  not  willingV 
pick  a  i^irrel,  however,  without  fonie  [Jaafible  colour 
for't.  *  Sirrah  ^lliys  flie)  what  do  you  keep  fuch  a  bawl- 
ing and  fcreaming  a  Nights  for,  that  no  body  caa 
flecp  near  you  ?  Alas,  fiiys  the  Cocki  I  never  wake  any 
body,  but  when  *tis  time  for  People  to  rife  and  go  a- 
bout  their  Bufmefe.  Nay,  f lys  the  Cat^  and  then  there 
never  was  fuch  an  incefttous  Rafcil :  Why,  you  make 
no  more  confcicncc  of  lying  with  your  own  Mother, 
;md  your  Sifters. — In  truth,  lays  the  Cocky  ag;iin,  tittt's 
only  to  jM'ovide  Eggs  for  my  Mafler  and  Miftxels.  Qmcy 
come,  lays  Pufsy  without  any  more  ado,  'tis  timeibr 
me  to  go  to  Breakflift,  and  Cats  don't  live  upon  Unh 
logues.  At  which  word  fhe  gave  him  a  Pinch,  aiidA 
made  an  end  both  of  tlw;  Cock  and  the  Story. 


F  A  B.  3.    A  maXl  and  a  lamb* 

As  a  Wolf  was  lapping  at  the  Head  of  a  Fountail^ 
he  fpy'd  a  Lamb  paddling  at  the  fame  time  A 
good  way  oft  down  the  Streain.  The  ^^^had  no  fooner 
the  Prey  in  his  eye,  but  away  he  runs  open-mouth  io?fe 

Villain 
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tin  (fays  he)  how  dare  you  lie  muddling  the  Water 
Pm  a  drinking  ?  Indeed,  lays  the  poor  Lamb^  I 
not  think  that  my  drinking  here  Mow  couki  have 
d  your  Water  io  fer  above.  Nay,  lays  toother, 
U  never  leave  your  chopping  of  Lc^ick,  till  your 
i*$  tum'd  over  your  Ears,  as  your  Father's  was,  a 
Der  of  fix  Months  agp,  for  prating  at  this  laucy 
i  you  remember  it  fall  well,  Sirrah.  If  you^  be- 
:  me,  Sr,  (quoth  the  innocent  Lennb^  with  fear 
trembling  I  was  not  come  into  the  World  then. 
y  thou  Impudence,  cries  the  TFolf^  haft  thou  nei- 
Shame  nor  Confcience  ?  But  it  runs  in  the  Blood 
our  whole  Race,  Sirrah,  to  hate  our  Family  ^  and 
efbre  fince  Fortune  has  brought  us  together  {o  con* 
ently,  you  (haU  e'en  pay  fome  of  your  Fore^&thers 
-es  before  you  and  I  part.  Andfo  without  any  more 
he  leaped  at  the  Throat  of  the  niilerable  helplels 
1^,  and  tore  him  immediately  to  pieces^ 

The  Mo  R  A  L  of  the  two  Fables  above. 

ta  cafy  Matter  to  find  a  Staff  to  beat  t  Dog.  Tmuance  is 
r  PrwfeiiioH  againft  theartnirary  Cruelty  tf a  tyrannUal  Power  ; 
-«#  Ruffin  and  Cmfcienee  are  yet  fi  facredy  that  tbegreatejt 
tUamri  Orefiill  countenaru^d  under  that  Cloke  and  Cokur. 

REFLECTION. 

JR.  IDE  and  Cruelty  never  want  a  Pretence  to  domifchief. 
;  Pksi  of  Net  Guilty  goes  for  nothing  againft  Power :  For 
ifii^  is  proving.  Where  Malice  and  Force  are  joined  in  the 

HBCIItlOn* 

Vken  Innocence  is  to  be  opprefs'd  by  Might,  Arguments  are 
ifli  Things)  nay,  the  very  Merits,  Virtues^  and  good  Offices 
be  Perlbn  accus'd,  are  improv'd  to  his  Condemnation :  As 
Fnduftry  and  Watthfulnefs  of  the  Cock  here,  in  the  calling 
Vopie  out  of  their  Beds  to  work  when  'tis  time  to  rife,  is 
fi,  upon  htm  as  t  Qime«  Nay,  fuch  is  the  Confidence  of 
jg^itfiil  Cruelty,  that  People  (hall  be  charged  (rather  than 
with  thiiffii  utterly  impoffible,  and  wholly  foreign  to  the 
IBT  in  queftion.  The  Lamb  it  felf  fliall  be  made  malicious. 
I  what  m  this  now,  but  the  lively  Image  of  a  perverfe  Rea- 
of  State,  fet  up  in  oppofition  to  Truth  and  Juftice;  but 
cr  the  auguft  Name  and  Pretence,  ho^cvcf,  of  both?   As 

B  2  Loyalt), 
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Loyalty,  for  the  puipofe,  (hall  be  called  Rebellion;  a 
•  Exercife  of  the  moft  neccflary  Powers  of  Govemmer 
pafi  for  Tyranny  and  Oppreflion,  Decency  of  religious 
fiiip  ihall  be  made.Superftition;  Tendemefi  of  Coni 
JDi^I  be  call'd  Phanatiafm,  Singularity  and  FaAion ;  a 
very  Aiticles  of  the  Chriftian  Faith  (hall  be  condemn'd  6 
rdy.  Villanics  have  not  the  (ame  Countenance,  whei 
are  great  Interefls,  potent  Mediations,  Prefents,  Friends 
vocates,  plaufible  Colours,  and  Flourifhes  of  Wit  and  I 
rick^  interpos'd  between  the  Sight  and  the  ObjeA.  The 
ways  of  deciiving  the  Eyes,  as  well  as  of  blinding  then 
that  the  Caufe  of  the  Innocent  muft  be  remitted  at  laft  t 
^reat  and  final  Decifion,  where  there  is  no  longer  any  ph 
Pailion,  Partiality,  Corruption  or  Error.  But  as  to  the 
nefs  of  this  World,  when  the  Cocks  and  the  Lambs  lie 
Mercy  of  Cats  and  ffilvis,  they  muft  never  expcSt  better  < 
ter,  dpecially  where  the  Heart's  Blood  of  the  one  is  the 
riflunent  and  Entertainment  of  the  other. 


Fa  B.  4.    A  jfrOff  and  a  {^ouft^ 

THcre  fell  out  a  bloody  Quarrel  once  betwixi 
Frogs  and  the  Micey  about  the  Sovereignty  a 
Fens;  and  whilft  two  of  their  Companions  were 
puting  it  at  Sword's  Point,  down  comes  a  IGu  pcm 
ing  upon  them  in  the  Interim,  and  gobbets  up  bot^ 
gether,  to  part  the  Fray. 

F  A  B.  5.   A  Lion  and  a  05ear* 

TMere  was  a  Laon  and  Bear  had  gotten  a  FaM 
twixt  tl^em,  and  there  were  they  at  TaaA 
Nail  which  of  the  two  (hould  carry  it  off.  T 
fought  it  cut,  till  they  were  e'en  glad  to  lie  down 
take  breath.  In  which  Inftant,  a  Fox  palfing  that  i 
and  finding  how  the  Cafe  ftood  with  the  two  Com 
tants,  ieized  upon  the  Fawn  for  his  own  ufe,  and 
very  fairly  fcampei'd  away  with  him.  The  IJm  \ 
the  Bear  law  the  whole  Aftion,  but  not  bdng  in  0 
dition  to  rift  and  hinder  it»  they  pufsM  this  Rcfled 

" ^ 
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5n  the  whole  matter ;  Here  we  have  been  worrying 
t  another  who  Ihould  have  the  Booty,  'till  this  cur- 
Fox  has  bobb'd  us  both  or\*t. 

The  Mo  R  A  L  of  the  two  Fables  above. 

s  the  Fate  (fall  Gotham  Qiiarrels,  when  Fools  go  together  ly 
the  EarSf  to  have  Knaves  run  away  with  the  Stakes. 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  b  no  more  than  what  we  fee  daily  in  popular  Fac- 
3S,  where  pragnutical  Fools  commonly  begin  the  Squabble, 
I  crafty  Knaves  reap  the  Benefit  of  it.  There  is  very  rarely 
r  Quarrel,  either  publick  or  private,  whether  betwixt  Per- 
5  or  Parties,  but  a  third  watches,  and  hopes  to  be  the  better 
't. 

^nd  all  is  but  according  to  the  old  Proverb,  imie  twoDcgs 
figbtif^fir  a  Bone^  a  third  runs  away  with  it.  Divide  and 
ernj  is  a  Rule  of  State,  that  we  fee  confirm'd  and  fiipport* 
by  daily  Pra£tice  and  Experience:  So  that  'tis  none  of  the 
hteft  Arguments  for  the  Neceflity  of  a  common  Peace,  that 

Litigants  tare  one  another  to  pieces  for  the  Benefit  of  fome 
rd  Interefl,  that  makes  advantage  of  their  Difagreement. 
lis  is  no  more  than  what  we  find  upon  Experience  throudi 

whole  Hiflory  of  the  World  in  all  notable  Changes  and 
volutions^  that  is  to  fay,  the  Contendents  have  been  ftill 
d^  ^,  Frfy  to  the  third  Party.     And  this  has  not  been  only 

Fate  and  Event  of  popular  Quarrels,  but  the  Puniflunent 
them ;  for  the  Ju<)ginent  flill  treads  upon  the  Heel  of  the 
ickednefs.  Peo|^  may  talk  of  Liberty^  Property^  Cwfcienee^ 
fbt  rf  TitUy  &c.  but  the  nuin  Bufinefs  and  Eameft  of  the 
orld,  is  Aiomyy  Dominion  and  Power ^  and  how  to  compafs 
ife  Endsi  and  not  a  Rufh  matter  at  lail,  whether  it  be  by. 
coe  or  Cunning.  Migiit  and  Right  4r?  infeparable  in  the 
wiioD  of  the  World ;  and  he  that  has  the  longer  3wofd 
Jl  never  want  either  Lawyers  or  Divines  to  defend  his 
|ioi.  But  then  comes  die  Kitey  or  the  Foxy  in  the  Conclu- 
a,  that  is  to  lay,  ibme  third  Party,  that  either  by  Strength 
by  Craft  mailers  both  PlaintifF  and  Defisndant,  and  carries 
ay  the  Booty. 


B  2  Fab. 
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F A  B.  6.    A  DOff  and  a  ^IjaHofD* 

AS  a  Dog  was  x:roffing  a  River  widi  a  Mpriel  of 
good  Flefh  in  his  Mouthy  he  faw  (as  he  tjfiou^t) 
another  Dog  under  the  Water,  upon  the  very  &nie  . 
Adventure.  He  never  conftdei'd  that  the  one  was  onr  f 
]y  the  Image  of  the  other,  but  out  of  a  Greedinels  to 
get  bothj  he  diops  at  the  Shadow^  and  lofes  the  Sub- 
fiance. 

The  Moral. 

All  covet,  all  lofe ;  which  may  ferve  for  a  Rtpreof  U  thofe 
that  govern  their  Lives  by  Fancy  and  Jppetite^  without  con- 
fulting  the  Honour  and  Juftice  of  the  Cafe. 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  is  the  Cafe  of  unreafonable  arid  infatiabk  Defiress 
as  in  Love,  Ambition,  and  the  like ;  where  People  are  ftiil 
leaching  at  more  and  more,  'till  they  lofe  all  in  thecondufion. 

Tliere  are  more  Meanings  of  Subftance  and  Shadowy  of  mi* 
flaking  one  for  t'other,  and  lofmg  all  fay  chopping  at  more; 
than  the  bare  Senfe  and  Letter  of  the  Dogy  tlie  Ft^  and  ths 
Image  here  in  the  Fable.  Under  thefe  Heads  are  oompfvheiid- 
ed  all  inordinate  Defires,  vain  Hopes,  and  miferable  Difi^ 
pointments.  What  (hall  we  fay  of  thofe  who  fpend  their  dqrs 
in  gaping  after  Court-Favours  and  Preferments :  Servile  Flat- 
teries, and  flavifh  Attendants?  That  live  and  entertain  them- 
felves  upon  Blcffings  in  Vifion  ?  (For  fair  Words  and  P^ 
mifes  are  no  more  than  empty  Appearances.)  What  is  all 
this  but  facrificing  a  Man's  Honour,  Int^rity,  Liberty,  Rea- 
fon.  Body,  Soul,  Fortune,  and  all,  ifor  Shadows  f  We  jphce 
our  Truft  in  Things  that  have  no  Being ;  diibrder  ourMindb^ 
difcompofe  our  Thoughts,  entangle  our .  Eftates,  and  feO  ooi 
^Ives,  in  one  word,  for  Bubbles.  How  wretched  is  the  Man 
that  does  not  know  when  he*s  well,  but  pafles  tway  the 
peace  and  Comfort  of  his  Life,  for  the  gratifying  of  a  Fan- 
taflical  Appetite  or  Humour!  Nay,  and  he  miScs  hk  Aioiy 
leven  in  that  too,  while  he  Squanders  away  his  Intereft,  and 
forfeits  his  Difcrction  in  the  Purfuit  of  one  Vanity  after  sno» 
thcr.  Ambition  is  a  Ladder  that  reaches  from  Eairth  to  Hea- 
ven ',  and  the  firft  Round  is  but  fo  many  Inches  in  a  Man's 
way  towards  the  Mounting  of  all  the  rc{):.  He's  never  well 
till  hc*s  at  tiic  Top,  and  when  he  can  go  no  higher^  he  muft 

cither 
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cither  hsuig  in  the  Air,  or  £dl ;   for  in  this  cafe  he  has  nOr 
thii^-above  him  to  afpire  to,   nor  any  Foot-hold  left  him  to 
come  down  by.     Every  Man  has  what's  fufficicnt  at  hand, 
and  in  catching  at  more  than  he  can  carry  ai^^y,  he  'lofcs 
-whan  he  had.     Now  there's  Ingratitude,    as  well  as  Difap- 
pointment,   in  all  thefc  rambling  and  extravaj;ant  Motions: 
Befidc,  tl»t  Avarice  is  always  beggarly  ;    for  I.e  that  wants, 
has  as  good  as  nothing.     The  Defire  of  more  and  more  rifcs 
by  a  natural  Gradauon  to  moft,  and  after  that,    to  all  ;  ^till 
in  the  condufion  we  find  our  felves  fick  and  weai}'  of  all 
that's   poffibfe  to  be  had,  folicitous  for  fomething  ctfe, '  and 
then  when  we  have  fpent  our  Days  in  the  qucfl  of  the  mean- 
eft  things,  and  at  the  feet  of  the  worfl  of  Men,  we  find  at 
the  bottom  of  the  Account  that  all  the  Enjoyments  under  the 
Sun  are  not  worth  flrugg:Iing  for.     What  can  be  vainer  now, 
than  to  lavifli  out  our  Lives  and  Fortnnes  in  the  fearch  and 
furcbafe  of  Trifks,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  lie  carking  for 
the  unprofitable  Goods  of  this  World,  and  in  a  refllefs  Anxi- 
ety of  Thought  for  what's  to  come.     Tl'c  Folly,  in  fine,  cf 
thefe  vexatious  and  frivolous  Purfuits,  thews  it  felf  in  all  the 
Tianfports  of  our  wild  and  ungoverned  AfFeSions. 

Here  is  fiirther  fet  forth  in  this  Emblem  all  the  ^bulous 
Tonnents  of  Hell,  even  above-ground.  Men  who  are  tainted 
with  this  Appetite  are  ready  to  die  of  Thirjij  with  Tantalus^ 
and  the  Water  running  at  their  very  Lips.  They  are  con- 
demn'dy  with  the  Sijiers^  to  the  filling  of  Tubs  with  Holes  in 
'cm;  which  is  but  a  lively  Figure  of  fo  much  Labour  fpent  in 
vain,  upon  the  gratifying  of  unreafonable  Dcfircs.  What's 
a  Man's  amtendutt;  with  infuperable  Difficulties,  but  the  roll- 
ii^  of  Sijyphuf%  Stone  up  the  Hill,  which  is  fure  before-hand 
to  return  upon  him  again  ?  "What's  an  eternal  Circulation  of 
the  &me  things,  as  well  as  the  fame  Steps,  without  advancing 
one  Inch  of  Ground  towards  his  Journey's  End,  but  Ixian  in 
the  Wbtelf  and  ail  this  while  with  Cares  and  Horrors  at  his 
Hearty  like  the  Vulture  that's  Day  and  Night  quarrying  upon 
Pnmitbeus*s  liver. 

But  after  all  that's  faid  upon  this  SubjeA,  of  ourMifbkeand 
Pumflunent,  the  great  Nicety  will  lie  in  rightly  diflinguifhing 
betwixt  the  Subfttmce  and  the  Shadow j  and  in  what  d^ree  of 
Preference  the  one  flands  to  the  other.  Now  this  muft  be, 
acconiing  to  EpUfgtus's  Diflribution  of  Matters,  into  what  tor 
bavt  in  mr  pewer^  and  what  mt ;  and  in  placing  things  honefl 
and  neceflary  before  other  fubordinate  Satisfactions.  /F.fof^ 
Deg  here  was  in  the  FofTcflion  of  a  verv  good  Breakfafl,  and 

B  4  '  he 
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ht  knew  very  well  what  he  had  in  his  Mouth;  but  ftill,  cither 
cut  of  Levity,  Curiofity  or  Greedinefs,  he  muft  be  cboppin| 
at  ibmething  elfe,  that  he  neither  wanted  noir  underflood, 
till  he  loft  all  for  a  Siadowi  that  is  toiay,  for  juft  nothing 
at  all. 


Fa  B.  7.     A  If  on,  an  3f0,  &c  a  hunting. 

AUanj  an  J/s^  and  Ibmc  other  of  their  Fellow-r 
Forefters,  went  a  hunting  one  day  -,  and  every 
pne  to  gpjbare  andfiare-like  in  what  they  took.  They 
plucked  dQwn  a  Stag,  ^d  cut  him  into  fo  manv 
J?arts ;  but  as  they  were  entring  upon  the  dividemC 
Hands  ojfj  fays  the  Uon^  This  Part  is  mine  by  the  Pri- 
vily of  my  Quality  \  ibis^  becaufe  I'll  have  it  infpiti 
of  your  teeth  \  this  again,  becaufe  I  took  moft  fains 
iofVy  and  if  you  difpute  tijt  fourth^  we  muft  e'en  pluck 
^  Crow  about  Ir.  So  the  Confederates  Mouths  were  all 
ftopt,  and  they  went  away  as  mute  as  Filhes. 

The  Moral. 

T)iere*5  no  entering  into  Leagues  or  Partner/hips  with  thofe  thett 
are  either  too  powerful^  or  too  crafty  for  «f.  He  that  has  the 
Staff  in  his  Hand  will  he  his  own  Carver^  Bou^t  Wit  jsbefti 

REFLECTIONS. 

SAVING  the  Incongruity  of  making  the  Afs  a  Beaftof 
Prey^  we  are  to  leam  from  hence  the  Dsanger  of  luieaual  Al- 
liances ;  where  the  Poor  and  the  Weak  lie  at  the  Mercy  of 
the  Rich  and  Powerful,  and  no  Remedy  but  Patience  and  Rop 
fignation. 

People  (hould  have  a  care  how  they  engage  themlelves  in 
Partnerfhips  with  Men  that  are  too  mighty  for  them,  wlietlw 
it  be  in  Money,  Pleafure,  or  Bus'nefs.  Find  out  fonuthingy  &jt 
a  Court-Minion,  and  then  upon  the  Difcovery,  hclajrs  handi 
on't  for  himfelf.  So  iayS,  and  fo  does  the  Lion  here  to  the  j//s 
and  his  Companions,  Now  this  is  only  ^  flate-ws^of  filhing 
with  Cormorants.  Men  in  Power  plunge  their  Clients  into 
the  Mud  with  a  Ring  about  their  Necks ;  fo  that  let  diem 
Hing  up  what  they  will,  nothing  goes  down  with  them  that 
they  fhall  be  ever  the  better  fur.  And  when  they  come  in 
Conclufion  to  caft  up  the  Profit  and  Lo(s  of  the  Purchaie,  or 
rhepfojeft,  wh;it  betwjjit  Force,  Intrrcft,  and  good  Maniwra, 
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kdventurer  'fcapes  well  if  heoui  but  get  off  at  laftwith  bis 
wrfar  his  Pains. 

moition,  and  the  in&tud>le  Thirft  of  Monejr,  Greatndsy 

Glory,  know  no  other  Bounds  of  Juftioe  or  Conlcience, 

the  Meafiires  of  a  corrupt  Appetite.     Services  are  paid 

Smoke  and  fiiir  Words;  and  there  goes  a  world  of  un« 

table  Ceremony  to  the  mortifying  of  an  honeft  Man.   Pro- 

\  and  Proteflations  are  only  Paf&gcs  of  Courfe,  and  mere 

btives,  that  in  the  Conftrudion  of  Civility  and  good 

ding,  fignify  no  more  than  [Tour  HumUe  Strvantj  Sir  J] 

in  fliort,  that  die  Lam  fap  and  does  in  this  Inflance,  is 

iccording  to  the  Praftice  ot  Men  in  Power  in  a  thouiknd 


Fab.  8.    A  SQolf  and  a  Crane. 

WolflvsA  got  a  Bone  in*s  Throat,  and  could  think 
u  of  no  better  Inftrqtnent  to  cafe  him  pf  it,  than 
Bill  of  a  Crane  \  fb  he  went  and  treated  with  a 
ne  to  help  him  out  with  it,  upon  Condition  of  a  vc-<. 
onfiderable  Reward  for  his  Pains,    The  Crane  did 

the  good  Office,  and  then  daim'd  his  Promiie. 
y  how  now  Impudence !  (fays  the  other)  Do  you  put 
'  Head  into  the  Mouth  of  a  JVolf^  and  then,  when 
Vc  brought  it  out  again  fafe  and  found,  do  you  talk 
Reward?  Why  Sirrah,  you  have  your  Head  again, 
is  not  t^at  a  lufficient  Recompence. 

The  MoR  AL« 

ftaJTuntj  they  fay  y  requires  another:  But  yet  hi  that  has 
do  with  wild  Beafts  (as  fame  Men  are  no  better)  and  comes 
^untb  a  whole  Skin^  let  him  expeSf  no  other  Reward. 

REFLECTION. 

HIS  Fable  will  bear  divers  Morals;  as  firft.  That  it  is 
lue  Gratitude  to  be  thankful  to  our  Prefervers.  Secondly, 
Crane's  good  Fortune  can  hardly  excufe  hb  Facility.  And 
the  Crane  did  ill  again,  to  infift  upon  a  Reward  i  for  a 
Office  pays  it-(elf :  neither  was  he  reafonably  to  expe& 
fo  perfidious  a  Creature  fhould  keep  touch  with  him. 
dly.  Though  the  JVolf  was  to  blainc  for  not  making  good 

his 
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his  Promife,  there  is  yet,  in  Equity,  a  kind  of  Rewani  in  not 
chopping  off  his  Head  when  he  had  it  at  Mercy. 

The  Cafe  of  the  Crtf Adhere,  is  a  Cafe  of  Confcience ;  for 'tis 
a  nice  Bu(uie(s  to  determine  how  far  wicked  Men  in  tfacir 
Diftrefics  may  be  reliev'd ;  how  fer  they  ought  to  be  rdiev'd ; 
and  to  what  Qcgree  of  Lofs,  Labour  and  Difficulty,  a  fober, 
a  wife  and  a  good  Man  may  interpofe  to  their  Rf^i^eis•  Hs 
may  ghey  he  may  lendy  he  may  venturty  fo  fiir  as  Genexofity 
and  good  Nature  fhail  prompt  him :  provided  always  that  he 
go  no  further  than  the  Confciencc  of  the  Caufe  or  of  tb^  Adktt 
will  warrant  him.  A  Man  is  at  lib§rtyy  *i\s  true,  to  do  many 
kind  and  brave  Offices,  which  he  is  not  bound  to  do :  And  if 
che  Largenels  of  his  Heart  (hall  carry  him  beyond  the  Line  oi 
neceflary  Prudence,  «pre  ^y  only  reckon  upon  it  as  a  more 
llluftrious  Weakneis. 

Here  is  a  Fi£tiofi  of  one  Crane  that  fcap*d,  that  thers  mig^ 
not  want  one  Inftance  of  an  Encoufs^mcnt  to  a  dangerous 
ASt  of  Charity :  But  this  one  Inikncc  is  not  yet  (u^lcxtZ  tq 
juftify  the  making  a  common  PraAice  of  it,  upon  the  fame 
Terms.  T*is  poffible  for  one  Blot  not  to  be  hit ,  or  to  be 
over-feen  perhaps.  And  fo  'tis  as  poffibk  for  one  31  Man  ei- 
ther not  to  think  of  the  Mifchief  he  c6uld  do,  or  to  flip  the 
Occafion  of  it ,  but  fuch  a  Deliverance  however  is.  a  Thing  to 
thank  Providence  for,  without  fbnding  upon  a  Reward  for  thr 
Service.  The  Bone  in  the  Throat  of  the  Wolf  may  be  tinder- 
ftood  of  any  fort  of  Pinch  or  Calamity,  either  m  Body,  Liberty, 
or  Fortune.  How  many  do  we  fee  daily,  gaping  and  fbugg^ing 
with  Bones  in  their  Throats,  that  when  they  had  gotten  them 
drawn  out,  have  attempted  the  Ruin  of  their  Dclivereis?  Thf 
"World,  in  fliort,  is  full  of  PraiEHces  and  Examples  to  anfwej 
the  Intent  of  this  Fable,  and  there  are  thoufands  of  Confcien- 
cc^ that  will  be  touched  with  the  reading  of  it,  whofis  Nama 
are  not  written  in  their  Foreheads. 


F  A  B.  9.    A  Coiintrpnicin  and  a  ®nakc^ 

A  Countryman  happcn'd  in  a  hard  Winter  to  fyj  s 
Snake  under  a  Hedge,  that  was  half  frozen  ti 
Death.  The  Man  \vas  good-nature,  and  took  it  up 
and  kept  it  in  his  Kofom,  till  Warmth  brought  it  0 
J  .ife  again ;  and  fo  foon  as  ever  it  was  in  condition  t< 
do  Mifchief^  it  bit  the  very  Man  that  fivM  die  Lif 

on*t 
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or/r.  Ah  thou  ungrateful  Wretch !  fays  he.  Is  that 
venomous  111- Nature  of  thine  to  be  flitisfy'd  with  no- 
thing Icfs  than  the  Ruin  of  thy  Preferver  ? 

The  MoR  A  L. 

Tcrrr  arm  feme  Mm  Tike  fome  Snakes ;  'T/j  natural  to  them  t» 
bi  doing  Mifchief'y  and  the  greater  the  Benefit  in  the  onejide^ 
the  msre  implacable  the  Malice  on  the  other. 

REFLECTION. 

HE  that  takes  an  ungrateful  N'lan  into  his  fiofom,  is  well 
nigh  fure  to  be  betrayed ,  and  it  is  no  longer  Charity,  but 
Folly,  to  think  of  obliging  the  common  Enemies  of  Mankind. 
But  'tis  no  new  thing  for  gnod-natur'd  Men  to  meet  with 
ungra'cfiil  Returns.  Wherefore  Friendftiips,  Charities,  and 
Kindfiefles  fhouid  be  well  wcigh*d  and  examin'd,  as  to  the 
Grcumflances  of  Time,  Place,  Manner,  Perfon,  and  Propor- 
tv)n,  before  we  fign  and  feal.  A  Man  had  much  better  take 
1  Tiger  into  his  Grounds,  than  a  Snake  into  his  Bofbm.  How 
many  Examples  have  wc  fecn  with  our  own  Eyes,  of  Men  that 
have  been  pick'd  up,  and  relieved  o:it  of  fhirving  Neceffities, 
irithout  either  Spirit  or  Strength  to  do  Mifchief,  who  in  re- 
quital have  afterwards  oonfpired  againfl  the  Life,  Honour,  and 
Fortune  of  their  Patrons  and  Redeemers  ?  Did  ever  any  of 
tbefe  human  Snakes  lofe  their  Venom  for  lying  under  tome 
temporary  Incapacity  of  ufing  It  ?  Will  they  be  ever  the  leis 
dangerous  and  malicious,  when  Warmth  ihall  bring  them  to 
themfelvcs  s^n,  becaufe  they  were  once  frozen  and  be^ 
nunun'd  with  Cold?  The  very  Credulity  encourages  an  Abufe, 
where  the  Will  to  do  Mifchief  only  waits  for  the  Power  an4 
Opportunity  of  putting  it  in  execution,  Facility  makes  the  In* 
nocent  a  Prav  to  the  Crafty.  The  Snake,  after  his  Recovery, 
is  the  very  iame  Snake  (till  that  he  was  firft.  How  many 
People  have  we  read  of  in  Story,  that  after  a  Pardon  for  one 
Rebellion,  have  been  taken  in  another  with  that  very  Pardon 
in  their  Pockets,  and  the  Ink  fcarce  dry  upon  the  Parchment  ? 
Now  all  this  is  no  more  than  the  Proverb  in  a  Fable:  Save  a 
Thief  from  thf  Gallows^  and  he'll  cut  your  Throat, 
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dilation,  good  Air,  Health,  and  found  Sleeps,  without  the  Ra- 
ges of  Wine  and  Luft,  or  the  Contagion  of  idle  Exampkiy 
can  make  thrm  fo :  for  tvcry  thing  theie  is  natural  and  gn- 
Cfous.  There's  the  Diverfion  of  all  healthful  Exercifes  for  the 
Body ;  the  Entertainment  of  the  Place,  and  of  the  Rivers,  with- 
out any  bafe  Intereft  to  corrupt  either  the  Virtue  or  the  Peace 
of  our  Lives.  He  that's  a  Slave  in  the  Town,  is  a  kind  of 
a  petty  Prince  in  the  Country.  He  loves  his  Neighbours, 
without  Pride,  and  lives  in  Charity  with  the  whole  Worii 
All  that  he  fees  is  his  own,  as  to  the  Delist  of  it,  without 
envying  the  PrrTperity.  His  Doors  are  not  troubled  with 
either  Duns  or  Fools,  and  he  has  the  Sages  of  all  Times  in 
his  Cabinet  for  his  Companions.  He  lives  to  himfelf  as  welT 
as  to  the  World,  without  Brawls  or  Quarreb,  of  any  fort 
whatfoever.  He  fees  no  bloody  Murders;  he  hears  no  Blaf- 
phemous  Execrations;  lie  lives  free  from  the  Plagues  of  Jea- 
k)ufy  and  Envy.  And  thL<:  is  the  Life,  In  fine,  that  the  greateft 
and  the  wifefl  Men  in  the  World,  have,  or  would  have  made 
choice  of,  if  Cares  and  Bufmefs  had  not  hinder'd  them  firom 
ib  great  a  Blefling. 

nris  againft  common  Juflice  to  pafs  Sentence  without  hear- 
ing both  fides :  And  the  only  way  to  come  to  a  true  Efti- 
mate  upon  the  Odds  betwixt  a  publick  and  a  private  Life,  is 
to  try  both.     Virtue  is  only  glorious  in  the  nati^^e  Simplid-' 

?r  of  it,  and  while  it  holds  no  Communication  with  Intereft, 
ancy,  Senfe,  or  Ornament :  Wherefore  jE/op  has  dosie 
wifely  to  caft  the  Ifliie  of  the  Qj^ieflion  upon  the  Experiment, 
far  from  Jupiter  (fays  the  Adage)  far  from  the  Thunder,  What 
fignifies  the  Splendor  and  the  Luxury  of  Courts,  confidering 
the  flavifh  Attendances,  the  invidious  Competitions,  and  the 
mortal  Difappointments  that  go  along  with  it?  The  Frowns 
of  Princes,  and  the  Envy  of  tliofe  that  judge  by  Hear£iy  or 
Appearance,  without  either  Reafbn  or.  Truth?  To  lay  nothing 
of  the  innumerable  Temptations,  Vices,  and  Excefles  of  a 
Life  of  Pomp  and  Pleafure.  Let  a  Man  but  fet  the  plealing 
of  his  Palate  againft  the  Surfeits  of  Gluttony  and  Excels  \  the 
ftarving  of  his  Mind  againft  a  pamper'd  Carcafe ;  the  reftlefs 
Importunities  of  Tale-bearers  and  Back-friends  againft  fair 
Words  and  Profcffions  only  from  the  TeetJi  outvrards :  let  him, 
I  fay,  but  fet  the  one  in  Balance  ^ainft  the  other,  and  he 
ihall  find  himfelf  miferable,  even  in  the  very  Glut  of  his  De- 
lights. To  fay  all  in  a  Word;  I.,ct  him  but  fet  the  Comforts 
of  a  Life  fpent  in  Noiie,  Formality  and  l^umult,  againft  the 
I  Bltf. 


/Eso?'s  Fables.  15 


Sleffings  of  a  Retreat  with  Competency  and  Freedom,  and 
hen  caft  up  his  Account. 

What  Man  then,  that  is  not  (lark  mad,  will  volunurily  ex* 
lofe  himfelf  to  the  imperious  Brow-beatings  and  Scorns  of 
;reat  Men!  To  have  a  Dagger  flruck  to  his  Heart  in  an  Em- 
irace !  To  be  torn  to  pieces  by  Calumny,  nay  to  be  a  Knave 
fi  his  own  Defence !  For  the  Honefter  the  worfe  in  a  vicioui 
Vge;,  and  where  'tis  a  Crime  not  to  be  like  the  Company- 
^en  of  that  Charader  are  not  to  be  read  and  underftood  ij 
bar  Words,  but  by  their  Interefts ;  their  Promiics  and  Pn>- 
eftations  are  no  longer  binding  than  while  they  are  profitable. 
3ut  Baudoin  has  done  (b  well  upon  this  Fable,  that  there  needs 
10  more  to  be  £ud  to'c. 


F  A  B.  1 2.    A  CrofD  and  a  ^Ufclr^ 

THcre  Mras  one  of  your  Rffyfton-Crows^  that  lay  bat- 
tering upon  a  Mufcle^  and  could  not  for  his  Blood 
break  the  Shell  to  come  at  the  FiiK  A  Carrion-Cmf 
in  this  interim^  comes  up,  and  tells  him,  that  what  he 
could  not  do  by  Force,  he  mi^t  do  by  Stiats^ieni. 
Take  diis  Affile  up  in  the  Air,  lays  die  Crtm^  as  ii^ 
as  you  can  cany  it,  and  then  let  him  fall  upon  that 
Rock  there;  his  own  Weight,  you  (hall  fee,  Ihall 
break  him.  The  Rajfitmtr  took  his  Advice,  and  it  fiic* 
cceded  accordingly  ;  but  while  the  one  was  upon 
^ing,  the  other  flood  lurching  upon  the  Ground,  an4 
flew  away  with  the  Fiih. 

The  Moral. 

Charity  be^ns  at  home,  they  fay  \  and  moft  PeopU  an  itnd  Is 
tbfir  Neighbours  for  their  own  fakes. 

REFLECTION. 

I T  is  no  longer  an  Amity  of  Virtue,  but  of  Defign,  when 
wt  feek  our  own  Intereft,  under  Colour  of  obliging  otben  ; 
and  lAen  of  Franknefi  and  SimpUcity  are  the  vatiSt  eafily  im- 
pofed  upon,  where  they  have  Craft  and  Treacheiy  to  deal  with* 
aL  The  Imjx>fhire,  in  truth,  can  hardly  mifcarry,  where  there 
is  a  full  Confidence  on  the  one  fide,  and  a  plaufible  Addids 
and  Difpofitbn  on  the  other ;  wherefore  'ds  good  to  be^wanr, 
Wt  fo  as  not  to  be  inexorable,  where  tfacr«  is  Uit  any  Phce  ftr 
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Charity  itfelf  to  hope  for  better  things:  Not  but  that  a  fupioe 
credulous  Facility  expofes  a  Man  to  be  both  a  Prey  and  a 
Laughing-ftock  at  once.  *Tis  not  for  us  to  jiidgi  of  tbe  good 
Faith  of  Mens  Intentions;  but  by  tbe  Light  we  receive  from 
their  Works.  We  may  fet  up  this  for  a  Rule  however,  that 
where  the  Advifer  is  to  be  e\'idcntly  the  better  for  the  Counftl, 
and  the  Adviied  in  manifdl  danger  to  be  worfe  for't,  there's 
no  meddling.  The  Crowds  Counfel  was  good  enough  in  itfelfi 
but  it  was  given  with  a  fraudulent  Intention. 


■  I  ■  -  — — ■— j^i^ 


F  A  B.  1 3 .    A  JF'OJt  and  a  Ea&em 

A  Certain  Fox  (py'd  out  a  Raven  upon  a  Tree  Ivith 
a  Morfcl  in  his  Mouth,  that  fet  his  Chops  a  wa- 
tering: but  how  to  come  at  it  was  the  Queftion.  Oh 
thou  bleflcd  Bird!  (fays  he)  the  Delight  of  Gods  and 
of  Men!  and  lb  he  lays  himfelf  forth  upon  the  Grace* 
falncfi  of  the  Ravcn*$  Perfon,  and  the  Beauty  of  his 
Plumes:  his  admirable  Gift  of  j4ugur}\  &c.  and  now, 
iays  the  Foxj  if  thou  haft  but  a  Voice  anfweraUe  to 
tlie  reft  of  thy  excellent  Qualities,  the  Sun  in  the 
Firmament  could  not  Ihew  the  World  foch  anodier 
Creature.  This  naufcous  Flattery  fets  the  Raven  im- 
mediately a  gaping  as  wide  as  ever  he  could  ftretch, 
to  give  the  Fcx  a  tafte  of  his  Pipe ;  but  upon  the 
opening  of  his  Mouth,  he  drops  his  Breakiaft,  which 
the  Fox  prefently  chopt  up,  and  then  bad  him  remem- 
ber, that  whatever  he  had  laid  of  his  Beauty^  he  had 
Ipoken  nothing  yet  out  of  his  Brains. 

The  Mo  R  A  L. 

There* s  hardly  any  Man  living  that  may  not  he  wronghf  ufm 
mere  or  lejs  by  Flattery :  For  we  do  all  of  us  naturally  over- 
iveen  in  our  own  Favour  f  But  when  it  comes  to  he  afpllei 
once  to  a  vain  Fooly  it  mates  him  forty  Times  an  arrant er  Sot 
than  he  was  before. 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  Fable  ihews  us  the  Danger  and  the  Nature  of  Flat- 
tery.    It  calls  good  Things  by  ill  Names,  andill  by  good;  but 
k  will  never  be  out  of  Credit,  fi>  long  as  there  are  Knaves  to 
X  p\x 
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rive  it>  and  Fools  to  take  it.  It  is  never  more  Pcrnicinus  than 
in  the  Co.  its  of  great  Princes,  bccaufc  a  gcod  deal  of  it  looks 
like  Dut)' ;  as  in  private  Cafes,  it  carries  a  Face  of  Friendfhip. 
The  Way  to  rife  is  to  pleafj,  and  whatever  is  gotten  by*t, 
comes  by  Treachery.  'Tis  a  Defign  that  endangers  both 
Body,  Soul,  and  Eflate,  and  not  one  Man  of  a  Million  that's 
Proof  againft  it.  But  great  and  good  Men  will  rather  look 
R»r  their  Chara£lcr  in  the  \Vritings  and  Precepts  of  the 
Philofophers,  than  in  the  Hyperboles  of  tlieir  Flatterers ; 
f  »r  they  know  very  well,  that  ut/e  Books  are  the  only  true 

Frituds. 

There's  a  fawning  crafty  Knave  and  a  vain  eafy  Fool  well 
met  in  this  Fable  of  the  Fgx  and  the  Raven  \  which  is  no 
more  at  laft^  than  one  furt  of  Rafcal  cajoling  another :  And 
rhen  to  fhew  us  both  that  Impudence  ^-ill  flick  at  nothing, 
and  that  a  felf-oonceited  Fop  will  fwallow  any  Thing,  the 
Raven^  Beauty  forfooth,  and  his  Voice,  are  the  TcfUh  that 
Reynard  has  made  choice  of  to  dilate  upon.  The  two  main  Ends 
of  Flattery  are  Profit  or  Safety,  tho*  there  are  many  others 
too  that  are  lefs  principal ,  but  in  fume  rcfpecl  or  other  reduci- 
ble to  thefe  Heads.  ITie  one  is  too  mcrcenarv,  and  the  o- 
ther  too  fer\ilc,  for  a  Man  of  Worth,  There  are  alfo  fcveral 
forts  and  Degrees  of  it  under  this  Divifion;  and  divers  vrays 
of  Addreis  and  Application.  But  Flattery  is  Flattery  ftill, 
and  the  Moral  extends  to  all. 

'Tis  in  iticif  an  unmanly  flavilh  \'^ice;  but  it  is  much 
worfc  yet  for  the  Alliance  it  has  to  Hypccrify  j  for  while  wc 
make  other  People  chink  better  of  themfelves  than  thev  de- 
fcrvc,  we  make  them  think  better  of  u?  too  than  we  de- 
rer\x :  For  Self-love  and  Vanity  on  the  one  Hand  afTiftsi  the 
Falienefs  and  Confidence  on  the  other,  while  it  fervcs  to  con- 
firm weak  Minds  in  the  Opinion  they  had  of  themfelves  be- 
fore; and  makes  them  Parties,  cffcftually,  in  a  Conf^Mracy  to 
their  own  Ruin.  The  Mcafures  and  the  Artifices  of  it  are 
many,  and  in  divers  Cafes  fo  like  Sincerity,  that  what  betwixt 
Cuflom,  and  the  Nature  of  the  thing,  it  looks,  in  truth,  like  a 
Virtue  and  a  Dutv ;  that  is  to  (:kr^  where  it  is  fo  manas^ed  as 
to  be  rather  inflructive  than  puffing  up.  As  for  Example,  for 
^  Body  to  fay,  [This^  or  Thatj  was  wifely  firefeen ;]  or  [leu 
iKtend^  I  pre  fume  ^  to  go  This  or  That  way  to  work;]  and  the 
like :  fuch  an  Iniinuation  as  this  is  carries  the  Force  in  it  of  a 
tacitc  and  a  prudent  Advice ',  for  it  both  ferves  to  point  out 
the  Roafon  of  the  thing,  and  it  prefer\'es  the  Decency  of  that 
hSpcA  which  oug^t  to  go  along  with  it     'Tis  a  goKxl  Hint, 

C  \i« 
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the  very  fug;cfting  of  fuch  or  Tuch  a  Precaution,  the' 
Confideration  perhaps  never  came  near  the  t'othcrs  Thou 
But  tlicre  is  a  certain  habitual  Meannefs  of  Soul,  whid 
fo  fer  prevailed  in  the  World,  that  common  Civility  is  n 
tainted  by  Courfe  and  Cuftom,  than  f  ricndfl&p  and  Cot 
fation  is  by  Corruption. 

It  is  the  Parafitc's  Art  to  caf!  himfelf  iiito  all  Shapes 
may  fort  vrith  the  Figure  of  his  Patron,  in  what  ', 
FuniStion,  or  Adminiftration  foever ;  and  to  frame  the 
and  Countenance  of  his  Words,  iLooks  and  AAions  » 
dingly,  vrith  a  refpe£l  to  his  Power,  Wifdom,  Cotu 
Bravery,  Gcnerofitj',  Jufticc^  or  what  oAer  'Stibjcfl 
thinks  fit  to  treat  upon.  So  that  let  him  bt  never  To 
iidious,  (haUow,  rdti^  timorous,  envious,  m^lcioud,  pr 
covetous,  bfc,  SL  littk  Cwrt  Hdy  Water  Wafhes  off  ^U  St 
And  what  is  this  upon  the  main  now,  but  &n  Excb^ 
Air  for  Subftance,  and  parting  with  all  that  cither  b  or  o 
to  be  dear  to  us,  for  a  Song  ?  The  Flatterer  firft  cou 
his  Patron  to  his  Lois,  and  then  betrays  him  into  the 
icing  himfelf  ridiculous;  as  what  can  be  more  toy  thian  i 
Rruen  to  value  himfelf  upon  his  crc4ikingj^  or  an  ^s  upoj 
braying  ?•  The  only  Benefit  or  Good  of  Flattery  is  this  j 
by  h^izig  what  we  are  not,  we  may  be  iiiftntAed  What 
ought  to  be. 


i«*i 


Fab.  14.    An  jDIO  Liom 

ALm  that  in  the  Days  of  his  Youth  and  Stttn 
had  been  very  outragious  and  cruel,  come  in 
end  to  be  reduced,  by  old  Age  and  Infirmity,  to 
laft  Degree  of  Mifery  and  Contempt ;  infomiich  t 
oil  the  Beaik  of  the  Foreft^  ibme  out  of  Infolence, 
thcrs  in  Revenge,  fome^  in  fine,  upon  one  Preter 
ihmt  upon  another,  fell  upon  him  by  Confent. 
was  a  miferable  Creature  to  all  Intents  and  Purpd 
but  nodung  went  fo  near  the  Heart  of  him  m 
Diftrefi,  as  to  find  himfdf  battered  by  the  Heel  of 
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REFLECTION. 

I 

is  may  ferve  for  a  Leflbn  to  Men  in  Power,  that  they 
r  up  Friends  in  their  Profpcrity,  agaiiift  a  time  of 
for  iie  that  does  Tiot  fecure  hirafelf  of  a  Stock  of  kcpu- 
in  his  Greatnels,  {hail  moft  certainly  fall  unpitied  in  hb 
iXy:  And  (he  btfer  his  Enemies  are,  the  more  infup- 
5  is  the  Tnfnlfnnr,  and  tbe  forwaidex  wiH  they  he  to 
:  upon  him. 

Cafe  of  this  miferable  old  Lion  may  ferve  to  put  great 
1  Mind  that  the  Wheel  of  Time  and  of  Fortune  is  ftill 
and  that  they  themiclves  are  to  lie  down  at  kft  Jn  the 
wkh  common  Duft;  and  withoutaity  thing  to  fupport 
a  their  Ag^  but  tfie  Reputation,  Virtue  and  Cenfclcnce 
Jl-ipent  xouth.  Nay,  AgcJtfelf  is  well-nigh  fufiicicnt 
ce  cvenr  Letter  and  A^^on  in  the  Hiftory  of  a  merito- 
Jfe.  For  old  Services  are  buried  under  the  Ruins  of  an 
rcafe.  Buttboreare  none  yet  !that  £dl  (b  unpitied,  fo 
y  neceflaiy,  and  fo  grateful  a  Sacrifice  to  the  Rage  and 
if  common  People,  as  thofe  diat  have  railed  themfelvcs 
he  Spoib  of  the  PuUick ;  Specially  when  -  that  Oppref- 
HQinvated  with  a  wanton  Cruelty,  and  widi  Blood  and 
!^  fcr  die  very  love  of  Wickodnefs.  It  is  a  kind  of  Ar- 
e,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  tobehcmeft,  where  *tis  both  a  Fafhion 
Credit  to  vhc  contrary. 

?  Lictt  is  here  upon  his  Death-bed ;  not  a  Friend  left  him, 
flmch  as  an  Enemy,  with  either  Fangs  or  Claws,  that 
wC  fland  gaping  and  waiting  for  a  Collop  of  him.     Here 


MM 


%b  JEso?'d  Fables. 

ny  and  Hypocrify,  and  the  Iniquity,  in  fine,  of  all  his  Coun- 
fcls  and  Pradices,  for  the  Ruin  of  the  Guiltleis,  flying  in  the 
face  of  him. 


Fab.  1 5,     An  9fS  and  a  SBfielp^ 

A  Gentleman  had  got  a  Favourite-6>^/>4  that 
would  be  (till  toying  and  leaping  upon  him, 
licking  his  Cheek3,  and  playing  a  riioufand  pretty 
Gamboles,  which  the  Matter  was  well  enough  pleas'd 
withal.  This  wanton  Humour  fucceeded  fp  well  with 
the  Puppy^  that  an  -/^  in  the  Houfe  would  needs  go 
thie  fame  gamefome  way  to  woric,  to  curry  favour  tor 
himfelf  tooi  but  he  was  quickly  given  to  underftand, 
with  a  good  Cudgel,  the  difference  betwbct  the  one 
PJay-Fcllow  and  the  other. 

The  Moral. 

Pcopli  that  live  by  Example ^  Jhould  do  well  to  look  very  Tunrowlf 
into  the  Force  and  Authority  of  the  Prejidcntj  without  faying  tr 
doing  things  at  a  venture :  For  thiit  may  become  enf  Af^f 
which  would  be  abfolutely  intolerable  in  another^  under  different 
Circumftances, 

REFLECTION. 

UNDER  the  All^ry  of  the  ^^  is  infmuated  the  Li- 
ccafe  of  a  Buffoon,  There's  a  Mifchief  and  Scandal  in  the  ve^ 
ly  Sport  and  Humour  of  it.  There  are  fomc  Men  who  fisem 
to  have  brutal  Minds  wrapt  up  in  human  Shapes ;  their  very 
GarefTes  are  rude  and  importune,  and,  with  Mfop^s  Afi  here, 
their  very  Compliments  dcferve  a  Corrc(Slion,  rather  than  ao 
Encour^mcnt  or  a  Rew'ard. 

All  Creaturc<?  have  fomewhat  in  'em  peculiar  to  their  feveral 
Species  ;  and  tiiat  PnufHce  is  fUU  the  bell  which  is  moft  oon- 
fonant  to  the  Nature  of  them,  by  a  common  Inftind.  The 
Fawnings  of  an  Afs  are  as  unnatural  as  the  Brayings  would  be 
of  a  Dog^  and  a  Man  would  as  foon  chufe  him  for  his  Bed-fiJ- 
low  as  fur  his  Play-fellow.  He  that  follows  Nature  is  never 
CiUt  of  his  way ;  and  tliat  which  is  bcft  for  every  Man,  is  fit-  I 
tell  for  him  too.  He  does  it  witli  Eafc  and  Succefs,  whereas  ' 
all  Iniiiution  is  putid  and  fcrvilc. 

F  A  B. 


i 


u 
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Fab.  1 6.     A  tfoil  dnd  a  ^OUfC* 

Pbn  the  roaring  of  a  Beaft  in  the  Wood,  a  Matifi 
ran  prcff ntly  out  to  fee  what  News :  and  what 
was  it  but  aZi^»  hampered  in  a  Net!  This  Accident 
brought  to  her  Mind,  how  that  fhe  herfelf,  but  fome 
few  Days  before,  had  fallen  under  the  Paw  of  a  certain 
generous  Uan,  that  let  her  go  again.  Upon  a  ftri<5k 
Enquiry  into  the  Matter,  fhe  found  this  to  be  that 
very  Liony  and  fb  fet  herfdf  prdently  to  work  upon 
the  Couplings  of  the  Net,  gnaw'd .  the  Threads  to 
pieces,  and  in  Gratinude  deliver^  her  Preferv^r. 

The  Moral, 

lyithout  good  Nature  and  Gratitude^  Min  bad  as  gscd  live  in  a 
fVildernefs  as  in  a  Socifty.  Therf  is  »•  Suhjeif  fo  inccnfideraUi\ 
hit  his  Prince^  at  fame  time  or  ether  nfox  have  occafian  for  him>: 
and  it  holds  through  the  whole  Scale  of  the  Creation^  that  the 
Great  and  the  Little  have  need  one  if  another^ 

REFLECTION. 

THERE  is  nothing  fo  littler,  but  Greatneft  may  come  tr^ 
jhind  in  need  on't,  and  therefore  Prudence  and  Difcrctiori 
ought  xp  have  a  Place  in  Clemency,  as  well  as  in  Piety  and 
Juftice ;  'tis  doing  as  we  xvould  be  done  by :  And  (he  Obh'ga- 
tion  is  yet  ftrongcr,  when  there  is  Gratitude  as  well  as  Ho- 
nour and  good  Nature  in  the  Cafe.  The  Gencrofitv  of  the 
Li9Hj  and  the  Gratitude  of  the  Moufe  \  the  Power,  the  Dig- 
nity, and  the  Eminence  of  the  one,  and  the  Meannefs  of  the 
cdier,  do  all  concur  to  the  making  of  this  a  verv  inftru^ve 
fable.  Wbo  would  have  thought  that  Pix>viclence  Ihould 
e\'er  have  bud  the  Life  of  a  Lion  at  the  Mercy  of  a  Mn^e? 
But  the  Divine  Wifdom,  that  brings  the  greateft  End?  to  paC; 
by  the  moft  defpicahle  Means,  orders  the  Reward  of  Virtue, 
and  the  Punilhment  of  Vice,  Iqr  ihe  Ways  only  known  to  it 
fdf,  in  token  of  an  Approbation  of  the  one,  and  the  Oiflike 
of  the  other. 

Hcrc^s  a  Recommcndatfon  of  Qemency  and  WUHom  both 
in  one :  For  the  Lion^  in  fparrng  the  Life  of  the  Moufe^  fa\'c4 
his  own  \  and  has  left  us  in  this  Fable  an  Infbnce  of  a  grate* 
|u(  Qeaft  that  will  fiand  upon  Record  to  the  G>nfufion  of  ma- 

e  3  ny 
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ny  an  ungrateful  Man ;  that  is  to  fay,  againfl  thoie  that  m 
their  Pcofperity'  forget  tbeir  Priends,  that  to-  their  Lofi  and 
Hazajrd  ftood  by  and  fuccour'd  them  in  their  Advcrfity«  TUi 
is  a  Sin  of  (b  odious  and  dangerous  an  Example,  that  it  pis 
even  Piety  and  Gratitude  it  felf  out  of  CounteAadoe.  And 
then  the  Tencfernefi  on  the  ether  fide  is  matter  cf  Imtrcft 
and  ordinary  Prudtncd,  as  wtlf  as  of  Yirtae.  H  this  Lim  hi 
kill'd  the  i^z^y  Whsc  wotiUtfaeotber  il/F<rha«nefiadi6«dani 
afterwards,  wAen  ttisv  fliould  hive  feund  the  feme  Umrmlim 
Toil?  [Have  a  c3B^  good  People;  for  this  i&  hetlMf  kiBbd 
our  Sifler,  and  we  caiuiot  fove  his  Life  without  hagaidliM 
our  own.  If  the  Huntfinan  kiS  him>  we  are  fure  he  wS 
never  kiD  us  >  befide,  that  we  lliall  have  one  Eneai j  the  fewer 
for't  vrhen  he's  gone.]  Now  the  Reafon  of  JEjip^s  AAffi 
here  works  quite  another  way.  This  Lion  (iays  be}  gave  me 
my  Life  when  he  had  it  at  Mercy,  and  it  is  now  my  Turn 
arid  Duty  to  db  ilbat  t  can  ft>  preferve  hk.  No  Fkft,  in  fine; 
can  be  fo  great,  as  not  to  trembk  under  the  Force  mi  Cdq« 
fequenoes  oi  tMs  Prefrknt. 


F  A  B.  17.    A  Sbitk  fittte  and  her  ^Otget^ 

PRay  Mather  (lays  a  Jick  Kite)  give  over  thcfc  Jdic 
Lamentations,  ancf  let  me  rather  have  ycxir  Play- 
ers. Alas!  my  Child  (&ys  the  Dam)  which  of  the 
Gods  (hall  I  go  to,  for  a  Wretch  that  has  robtfd  aH 
their  Altars  ? 

The  MoR  AL. 

Nftiiiig  tut  ike  Canfczince  tf  a  virtuous  Life  can  amh  DttA 
tafy  twttS'f  wberefire  therms  no  trmfting  to  the  DiftraQimff 
an  etgommg  and  a  Death-bed  Repentance. 

REFLECTION, 

't*HE  JCff^^s  Death-bed  Devotion  and  Repentance  worb 
like  tlje  Charity  and  Piety  of  a  great  many  Penitents  we  meet 
with  in  the  World  i  that  after  the  robbing  of  Temples,  die 
profaning  of  Altars,  and  other  Violences  of  Rapuie  and 
Oppreffion,  build  an  Hoi^tal,  pcrhap,  or  Ibme  little  Alms- 
Houfe,  out  of  the  Ruins  of  the  Churd),  and  the  Spoibof  WU 
dows  and  Orphans,  put  up  a  Bill  ibr  the  Prayers  of  the  Con- 

gr^ation. 
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fpoguion^  wipe  their  Momfas,  and  all's  well  again.  But  '^^ 
not  for  a  wicked  Life  to  tmft  the  Hazards  of  an  uncertain 
State  aad  DUpofition  at  the  Point  of  Death.  When  Men 
GOine  tQ  that  laft  Extremity  once  by  Langour,  Pain,  or  Sick- 
iic6;  and  to  lie  a^omzii^  betwixt  Heaven  and  Hell,  under  the 
Stroke  cidier  of  a  divine  Judgment,  or  of  human  Frailty,  they 
art  not  oomnonly  (b  fenfiUe  of  their  Wickedne6,  or  focfiec- 
tp^  tDiidi'd  with  the  Rooode  of  a  true  Repentance,  as  tiKy 
airUMufled  with  the  Terrors  of  Death,  and  the  dark  viiio-- 
nacy  Appidienfion$  of  what's  to  come.  Peopk  in  that  Con* 
dkioo  db  but  diicharg^  thcmielves  of  burdenfbm  Reflc^ons, 
as  they  do  of  the  Car;go  of  aShip  at  Sea  that  has  fprung  a  Leak  ; 
every  thing  is  don6  in  a  Hurry,  and  Men  only  part  with  their 
Sins  in  die  one  Cafe,  as  they  do  with  their  Goods  in  the  other, 
to  6th  them  up  again,  fo  fbon  as  the  Storm  is  over.  Grace 
muft  be  veiy  ftioi^  in  thefe  Confli^  wholly  to  %^nqui{h  the 
Weaknefts  of  diftrefled  Nature.  That  certainly  is  none  of 
the  time  to  make  choice  of  for  the  great  Work  of  reconciling 
ourfelves  to  Heaven,  when  we  are  divided  and  confounded 
betwixt  an  Anguifli  of  Body  and  of  Mind  ;  And  the  Man  is 
worft  than  road,  that  ventures  his  Salvation  upon  that  deipc- 
rate  Iffiie.  We  have  abundance  of  thefe  ^r^  Kites  in  tl  e 
WorU^  that  after  a  iaaik^us  Life,  fj^nt  in  tiu:  robbing 
of  tfar  Church,  would  willingly  be  thought  to  die  in  the 
]Mbm<«eit, 


F  A  B.  i8.    A  €)fiDaIIOfO  and  other  ISivT}^^ 

THcre  was  a  Coimtry  Fellow  at  work  a  ibwing 
his  Groands,  and  a  Swallow  (being  a  Bird  &mous 
Sm-  Providence  and  Forefight)  callM  a  Company  of  lit- 
iU  Birds  about  her,  and  b^e  'em  take  good  notice 
what  that  Fellow  was  a  doing.  You  mull  know 
(lays  die  Swallow)  that  all  the  Fowlers  Nets  and 
Snares  are  made  of  Hemp  or  Flax^  and  that's  die 
Seed  that  he  is  now  a  ibwkig.  Pick  it  up  in  time, 
for  fear  of  what  may  come  on't.  In  (hort,  they  put 
it  of,  rill  it  took  root;  and  then  again,  till  it  was 
iprung  up  into  the  Blade:  Upon  this,  the  5iov?//cc«; 
told  'em  once  for  all,  that  it  was  not  yet  too  late  to 
prcvau  the  Mifchief,  if  they  would  but  bcftir  them- 

C  4  fclv  ?  » 
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fclves,  and  fet  heartily  about  it ;  but  finding  that  no 
heed  was  given  to  what  (he  lliid,  (he  e*cn  bade  adieu  to 
her  old  Companions  in  the  Woods^  and  fo  betook  hcr- 
felf  to  a  City-Life,  and  to  the  Conver&tion  of  Men. 
This  Flax  and  Hemp  came  in  time  to  be  gathered  and 
wrought,  and  it  was  this  Swallow^s  Fortune  to  fee  fc-? 
veral  of  the  very  fame  Birds  that  Ihe  had  fbrewamed, 
taken  in  Nets  made  of  the  very  Stuff  fhe  told  them  of. 
They  came  at  laft  to  be  fenfiblc  of  the  folly  of  flip- 

Sing  their  Opportunity  •,  but  they  were  loft  beyond  all 
Ledemption  firft. 

The  Moral. 

/? //^  Mm  readEffedis  in  their  Caufes  \  hut  Fools  will  not  believe 
them  till  Uis  tco  late  to  prevent  the  Mifchief.  Dilaj  intbef§ 
Cafes  is  mortal, 

REFLECTION. 

MANY  and  many  a  time  has  this  been  our  own  Cafe, 
both  publick  and  private,  when  we  would  not  believe  the 
Danger  of  Things  till  the  Evil  was  come  upon  us :  But  good 
Counfcl  is  caft  away  upon  the  Arrogant  and  felf-conceited,  or 
the  ilupid,  who  are  cither  too  proud  to  take  it,  or  too  heavy 
to  underfland  it. 

The  fowing  of  Hemp-Seed  and  of  Plot-Seed  b  much  at 
one,  The  Dcfign  and  the  End  are  Dcftrudion  both  alike. 
The  Swallow  propofcs  the  preventing  of  ill  Confequences 
in  their  Caufes,  and  obviating  the  Mifchief  by  times :  But 
that  Counfcl  is  either  thrown  ofF  with  a  Raillery,  or  not 
minded  ^t  all:  Governors  would  have  enough  to  doj  they 
cry,  to  trouble  their  Heads  zuith  the  Politicks  of  every  mea- 
ling officious  Impertinent.  Well,  it  takes  root,'  fliews  itfclf 
m  the  Blade,  advances,  and  ripens ;  and  ftill  the  Swallow 
is  but  the  feme  Fool  over  again,  for  continuing  the  fame 
Advice.  The  Hemp  comes  at  laft  to  be  pluck'd  up,  pill'd^ 
drefsM,  and  fpun  ;  the  Nets  and  Snares  made  and  laid  i  an4 
yet  all  this  while  the  Birds  could  never  find  a  time  to  bethink 
thcmfclves,  pU  they  came  to  be  liamper*d  and  ruin'd  paft 
Recovery. 

What  is  all  this  but  a  perfect  Emblem  of  the  Method  of  de- 
fl-roying  Kingdoms  and  States?  Cautions,  or  the  common  ways 
pf  anticipating   or   defeating   Confpiracies,    arc    below  the 

Wifdom 


^sop's  Fables.         ,  zi 

ck>m  of  Men  of  Intrigue  and  Cabal ;  till  at  laft  a  Fa£Hoa 
les  to  be  too  hard  for  the  Government.  Now  wlicthcr  this 
k  a  Kingdom  bjr  Envy,  Ignorance,  Confpiracy,  Treachciy^ 
^refumption,  it  comes  all  to  a  cafe,  fo  long  as  it  docs  the 
tIc.  It  is  the  Bane  of  Society,  and,  in  truth,  even  of  par* 
lar  Peribns  too,  when  betwixt  Lazinefs  and  Neglefl  Men 
^1  the  Opportunities,  with  the  Birds  here  in  th^  F^blp,  of 
fe  and  of  a  happy  life. 


^«s 


F  A  B.  ip.    The  jFrOffjS  chufe  a  Mn^. 

•J  the  days  of  old,  when  the  Fri^s  were  all  at  liber- 
ty in  the  Lakes,  and  grown  quite  weary  of  living 
hout  Government,  they  petitioned  Jupiter  for  a 
rf ,  to  the  end  that  there  might  be  fome  DiftinftioQ 
Good  and  Evil,  by  certain  equitable  Rules  and  Mc- 
ds  of  Reward  and  Punilhment.  Jupiter^  that  knew 
Vanity  of  their  Hearts,  threw  them  dovni  a  Log 
their  Governor  -,  which  upon  the  firft  Dalh,  fright- 
the  whole  Mobile  of  them  into  the  Mud  for  the  very 
r  on't.  This  Panick  Terror  kept  them  in  Awe  fcr 
vhilc,  till  in  good  time  one  Frogy  bolder  than  the 
:,  put  up  his  Head,  and  look'd  about  him,  to  fee 
H  Squares  went  with  then"  New  King.  Upon  this, 
calls  his  Fellow-Sulgefts  together,  C3fpens  the  Truth 
the  Cale,  and  nothing  would  ferve  them  then,  but 
ing  a-top  of  him  -,  infomuch  that  the  Dread  they 
re  in  before,  is  now  tumM  into  Inlblence  and  Tu- 
It.  ^Uns  King^  they  faid,  was  too  tawc  for  them, 
i  Jupiter  muft  needs  be  entreated  to  fend  *cm  anc- 
T :  He  did  fo  j  but  Authors  are  divided  upon  it, 
«her  'twas  a  Stork  or  a  Serpent  \  though  whether  ot 
:  two  foever  it  was,  he  left  them  neither  Liberty 
•  Property,  but  made  a  Prey  of  his  Subjects.  Such 
5  their  Condition,  in  fine,  that  they  fent  Mercury  to 
ffiter  yet  once  again  for  another  King^  whofe  Anfwcr 
i  this :  ^ey  that  will  not  be  contented  when  they  are 
7,  muji  be  patient  when  things  are  amifs  with  them  \ 
I  People  had  better  reft  where  they  arc,  than  go  fer^ 
r  and  fare  worfe. 

The 
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The  Moral. 

The  Mobile  are  umafy  vntbenl  m  RuUr:  Thef  mr§  as  tefHeft 
tviib  one ;  and  the  eftner  theyjbift^  the .  tuerje  they  are  :  fi 
thai  Government  cr  n§  Government^  a  King  ef  Goifs  making 
er  of  the  Peoples j  or  none  at  alL,  the  Ahititude  arte  never  to 
Ujatisfied, 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  Fable  under  the  Emblem  of  the /h^,  fets  forth  Ae 
Murmuring  and  Unfleadineis  of  the  common  People,  that  in 
a  State  of  Liberty  will  have  a  King :  They  do  not  like  him 
when  they  have  him,  and  {o  change  again,  and  grow  (ieker 
of  the  next,  than  they  were  of  the  former.  Now  the  Bus^neft 
is  only  this :  They  are  never  £itisfied  with  their  pcdent  Gcxi- 
dition ;  but  their  Governors  are  ftill  either  too  dull  or  too 
rigid.  TLs  a  Madneis  for  him  that's  free,  to  put  himielf  inio 
a  State  of  Bondage,  and  rather  than  bear  a  lets  Misfortunt^  to 
hazard  greater. 

^  .TTiis  AUufion  of  the  Frogs  runs  upon  all  Four  (as  thqr  fey)  in 
the  Refemblance  of  the  Multitude,  both  for  the  Humour,  the 
Murmur,  the  Importunity,  and  the  futijed  Matter  of  the  Pe- 
tition ;  Redrefs  of  Grievances  is  the  Queftion,  and  the  Devil  of 
k  is,  that  the  Petitioners  are  never  to  be  pkaied.  la  ooe  Fk 
they  cannot  be  without  Gouernment ;  in  another  tbqr  cannot 
bear  the  Tiie  on't.  They  find  abfolute  Freedom  to  be  4.  diced 
State  of  War ;  for  where  there's  no  means  of  either  ppevent* 
ing  Strife,  or  ending  it,  the  Weaker  are  ftill  a  Prey  ta  Ae 
Stranger.  One  King  is  too  foft  and  cafy  for  them ;  another  too 
fier/ ;  and  then  a  third  Change  would  do  better  they  tlmdc. 
Now  'tis  impoffible  to  (atisfy  People  that  would  have  tbiey  know 
not  what.  They  b^,  and  wrangle,  and  appeal,  and  their  An* 
fwerbat  laft,  that  if  they  (hift  again,  they  ihall  be  ftill  wccfe : 
By  which  the  Frogs  are  given  to  underftand  the  very  truth  of 
the  Matter,  as  we  find  it  in  the  World,  both  ii|  the  Nature 
and  Reafon  of  the  thing,  and  in  Policy  and  Religion ;  which 
is,  71iat  Kings  are  from  God\  and  that  it  is  a  Sin,  a  Folly,  and 
a  Madneis,  to  ftruggje  with  his  Appointments. 


Fab.  20.    The  I&ite,  |>atDft)  anci  Pgeottfif. 

THE  Pigeons  finding  thcmfelves  perfcaitcd  by  the 
Kite,  made  choice  of  the  Hawk  tor  their  Guardi:m. 

The 
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The  flim;*  fets  up  for  their  Proteftor ;  but  under  the 
countenance  of  that  Authoriry,.  makes  more  havodc 
m  the  Dave-boyfe  in  two  Days,  than  the  Kite  could 
have  done  in  twice  as  many  Months. 

The  Moral. 

*7/i  m  iangtma  thing  fir  People  to  eaU  h  a  powerful  mtdgm^ 
Hfiems  Mem  fir  their  Proteikr  y  emd  tipen  the  Ctamatr  efhert 
amd  tbere  m  frioate  Perfin^  t9  hazard  the  whole  Coenmanity. 

REFLECTION. 

.  IT  b  hi|^  dangerous  and  impnidcnt  for  a  People  ia 
War  to  call  in  an  Enemy  Prince  to  their  Defence.  There's  no 
truiting  a  perfidious  Man,  nor  any  Enmity  like  the  pretended 
Protq^on  of  a  treacherous  Friend. 

There  u  no  liyhig  in  this  World  without  Inconveniencics, 
and  tfaereKve  PcDpfefboold  have  the  Wit  or  the  Honefiy  to 
take  up  widi  the  leaft,  and  to  bear  the  Lot  which  is  not  to  be 
avdded,  with  Honour  and  Patience.  How  many  Experiments 
have  been  made  in  the  Memory  of  Man,  both  in  Religion  and 
m  State,  to  mead  Mtttees,  upon  pretence  that  they  were  uiu- 
mfij  by  nakii^  them  uiteleraUe',  and  whence  is  this,  but 
fiKMi&amiftaken  Opinfen  of  the  preient,  and  as  fidfe  a  Judg- 
ment  of  tbe  future  ?  And  all  for  want  of  rightly  under  (bnd- 
ingtiir  Natiue  and  the  Conditiwrof  things  and  for  want  of 
Ford^jht  into  Events.  But  we  are  mad  upon  Variety,  and  fo 
fick  of  the  prefiait  (how  much  foever  without  or  againft 
ibeafiiit)  tfatt  we  ahsmdon  the  Wififem  and  the  Providence 
of  Hevren,  andily  faxn  the  Grievanoes  of  God's  Appointment 
ft)  hEnd  Chance  for  a  Remedy.  This  FaUe,  in  one  Word, 
never  more  exafily  moralized^  than  in  our  Broils  of  fa* 
lAonory. 

The  JD>#  was  the  mi/  Ceunftlkrj  li»  free-horn  People  that 
caomphia'd  of  them  were  Pigeons  \  the  Hawk  was  the  Power 
or  Aittfauitjr  that  they  appealed  to  for  Proteftion.  And  what 
didddnoometoathift?  TheveryGttir//ii7i7/ that  took  upon 
dxm  to  refeue  the  Pigeons  bom,  the  JCrVr,  dc(lroy*d  the  whole 
Doioe^hottfc^  devoured  the  Birds  and  ihar'd  the  Spoil  aoMngft 
themfolvcs* 


Fab. 
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Fab.  21.    A  Doff  and  a  Cflfef* 

AS  a  Gang  of  Thieves  were  at  work  to  rob  a  Houfc, 
a  Mafttff  took  the  Alarm,  and  fell  a  barking: 
One  of  the  Company  (poke  him  fair,  and  would  have 
ftopt  his  Mouth  with  a  Cruft.  No,  fays  the  Dog^  this 
will  not  do,  {oc  feveral  Reafons.  Firft,  PU  ^t  no 
Bribes  to  betray  my  Mafter.  Secondly,  I  am  not  fucli 
a  Fool  neither,  as  to  fell  the  Eafe  and  Liberty  of  my 
whole  Life  to  come,  for  a  piece  of  Bread  in  Hand :  for 
when  you  have  rifled  my  Mafter,  pray  who  fhall  main- 
tain me  ? 

The  Moral. 

Fair  JVords^  PrrfentSy  and  Flatteries^  are  the  Methods  ofTrta^ 
chery  in  Cotcrts^  as  well  as  in  Cottages  j  only  the  Dogs  are  truer 
to  their  Majlers  than  thi  Men. 

REFLECTION. 

WHEN  ill  Men  take  up  a  Fit  of  Kindnefs  all  on  a  fudden, 
Qnd  appear  to  be  better  natur'd  than  ufual,  'tis  good  Difcrc- 
tion  to  fufpcft  Fraud,  and  to  lay  Aeir  Words  and  their  Prac- 
tices together.  The  greater  their  Truft,  the  greater  is  the 
Treachery,  and  the  bafer  is  the  Vilbny  too.  This  Moral  reaches 
to  all  forts  of  Truftccs  whatfoevcr. 

It  were  well  if  all  twfh-footed  Servants  were  but  as  faithfiit 
to  their  Mailers  as  tbk  four-legged  AntmaL  A  Loaf  of  firea4 
was  as  much  to  him  as  a  Bag  of  Guineas  to  a  great  Oi&cer ; 
and  why  (hould  not  the  one  make  as  much  Confcienoe  of  be^ 
traying  his  Patron  for  Gold,  as  the  other  of  doing  it  foraCruft? 
Befide  the  right  Reafoning  of  the  Dog  upon  the  Confeqtiencc 
of  things.  If  I  take  your  Bread  (fays  he)  you* U  rob  my  Mafier. 
But  in  the  other  Cafe  it  is  not  fo  much  a  Deliberation  of  what 
will  follow  upon't,  as  a  kind  of  tacit  Compoiition,  that  doc» 
as  good  as  fay  \Forfo  much  Money  Fllflyut  my  Eyes^  and  let  ym 
rob  my  MaJlerJ]  Here's  an  Emblem  now  of  the  Foref^t,  Fir 
delity,  and  Duty  of  a  trufty  Servant,  on  the  one  hand,  and 
of  the  Flatter)',  Arts  and  Practices  that  arc  employ'd  by  evil 
Mc.i  to  corrupt  him,  on  the  other. 

Under  the  Figure  of  this  faithful  trufty  Servant  is  couch'd 
a  Ledure  to  all  Men  of  Bufmcfs  ;  let  them  be  Councellors, 
Confidents,   Favourites,  Officers,  Soldiers,  Traders,  or  what 
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Swill :  for  there  are  good  and  bad  of  all  Kinds  and  Pro- 
ons.  So  that  Mfofs  Dog  is  a  Reproach  to  falfe  Men.  Pub- 
iiclc  Pferlbns  have  their  Ways  of  Temptation  and  Addrefi  as 
well  as  private !  and  he  that  fufFers  a  Government  to  be  abused 
by  Carelefnefs  or  NegleA,  does  the  fame  thing  with  him  that 
malicioufly  and  corruptly  fets  himfelf  to  couzen  it.  This  holds 
as  well  too  in  the  private  Cafe,  of  being  either  Principal  or 
Acceilary  to  the  robbing  of  a  Houfe ;  only  the  former  is  a 
■TitfitfJiery  of  a  deeper  Dye.  There  are  Loaves  at  the  Gates  ^f 
Coujtsand  Palaces,  as  well  as  at  the  Door  of  a  Cott^ ;  and  to 
encourage  the  Abufe,  there  are  a  tboufand  Quirks  to  avoid  the 
Stroke  of  the  Law,  tho'  none  to  avoid  the  Guilt  of  the  Sin. 
There  needs  no  Contra£l  expreis,  no  explicit  Confederacy  ; 
for  the  Confcnt  and  the  Afliftance  is  implvM  in  receiving  the 
Prefent,  or,  according  to  the  Word  in  feimion,  the  [Acknow- 
Udgmint'\  which  is  only  a  fofter  Name  for  a  Bribe.  Now  this 
Acknowledgment  is  of  the  Nature  of  a  direct  Bargain,  where  the 
Sum  or  the  Reward  is  agreed  upon  before  the  thing  be  done ; 
tix>'  there's  Room -yet  for  a  DiftinAion  even  in  thcfe  Cafes, 
betwixt  what's  done  openly  and  barefac'd,  and  a  thing  that's 
done  in  Hugger^muggety  under  a  Seal  of  Secrecy  and  Conceal- 
ment. But  the  Confcience  at  laft  is  the  beft  Juc^e  of  the  Fraud. 
And  withcut  any  more  Words,  the  Deg  in  the  Fable  perform'd 
all  the  Parts  of  a  trv^  Servant. 


» 

Fab.  22.     A  (OltlOlf  and  a  S)OfD> 

Aff^olf  came  to  a  SaWj  that  was  juft  lying  down, 
and  very  kindly  pffer'dto  take  care  of  her  Litter. 
The  Sow  as  civilly  thankM  her  for  her  Love,  and  de- 
filed flic  wou'd  be  pleas'd  to  ftand  off  a  litde,  and  do 
her  the  good  Office  at.  a  diftance. 

The  MoR  AL. 

There  are  no  Snares  fo  dangerous  as  thofe  that  are  laid  for  us  un- 
der the  Name  of  good  Offices. 

REFLECTION. 

ALL  Men  are  not  to  be  believed  or  trufted  in  all  Cafes : 
for  People,  generally  fpeaking,  are  kind  to  their  Neighbours 
for  their  own  lakes.  [Timeo  Danaos^V  Dona  Ferentes.]  A  wife 

2  Man 
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Msn  will  jceq>  himfclf  apon  lijs  goanlfgaioft  die  whole  Wofid^ 
n^  more  especially  ^ffOsA  m  known  Enemy,  but  looft  of  9U9 
againft  that  Exieny  in  the  Shape  ef  a  Tlriend.  Astbe^ffc^kad 
fDoce  Wit  tfaantotsvcertain  m  ffil/iiKhti  I^iitje^ 


Fab.  23.    A  ^wmtafti  in  laliomr* 

WHI^N  Mntntarm  cry  oat.  People  may  wcB  be 
excustl  the  AwrdicnfioQ  of  lame  prod^oos 
Birth.  This  was  die  Cafe  here  in  the  Fable.  The 
Ncighboourbood  were  aU  at  xkeir  Wits  eixlt  to  cm- 
fider  what  woold  be  the  Ufije  of  tiiat  Lisbour,  ajod  io- 
ftead  cf  the  drddful  Monfter  that  they  expedhsd,  •out 
comes  at  laft  a  ndiGofeos  Mau/i. 

:    :[:         The  Mo&  AL. 
"   Much  4»do  ahotit  tkihiMg. 

REFLECTION. 

W  H  AT  sre  att^e  extitwagant  Attempts  and  Cntei^risMs 
cf  \wi  Men  in  the  WorM,  but  Morals  ffiore  or  Ms  of  this 
Fable  ?  What  are  mighty  Pretences  without  Coi^demMn  or 
£Sc£l,  but  the  Vapours  of  a  Diftemper,  that  like  fickly  Dreams^ 
have  neither  Iflfue  nor  Connexion.  And  the  Disappointment 
is  not  all  neither ;  for  Alen  make  thcmicLves  ridiculous,  in- 
fiead  of  terrible,  when  this  Tympany  fliall  come  to  End  in  a 
BLiJij  and  a  M$unUiin  to  bring  -forth  a  Moufe. 


Fab.  24.     All  afiBE  aiid  an ^Qtafi^ate6l{ ^tte& 

A  Poor  Afs^  that  what  with  Age,  Labour,  and  hard 
Burdens,  was  now  wore  out  to  the  Stumps  in 
the  Savice  of  an  unmerciful  Mafier^  had  the  ill  Hap 
one  day  to  make  a  falfe  Step,  and  to  EiQ  down  imder 
his  Load ;  his  Driver  runs  up  to  him  immediately,  and 
beats  him  almoft  to  deailh  fcff*t.  This  (fays  the  Ap 
to  himfdf )  is  according  to  die  Courle  jof  tbe  vngiRate- 
iiil  World.  One  caiiul  Slip  is  enough  to  wd^  down 
tue  £iuh&d  aod  affe(^ioiuuc  Service  of  a  Jang  IJfiL 

2  .  Fab* 


/Esop's  Fables.  ^i 


F  A  B.  2  y.    An  fl)fi|  Dojj  and  his  ^affct* 

AN  vid  Dtgy  that  in  his  Youth  had  led  bis  Maft&r 
many  a  merry  Chafe,  and  done  him  all  the  Ofiiccs 
of  a  tnifly  Servant,  came  at  laft,  upon  felling  fiiom  his 
Speed  and  Vigour,  to  be  loaden  at  eray  turn  with  Blows 
and  Reproaches  for  it  Why  Sir,  fays  die  Bog^  my 
Will  IS  as  ^pod  as  ever  it  was,  but  my  Strengdi  and 
my  Teeth  are  gone;  and  you  might  with  as  gpod  a 
Grace,  and  every  Jot  as  much  Juftice,  hang  me  up  be- 
en^ I'm  oUL,  as  beat  me  becaiife  I'm  impotent. 

The  Moral  of  the  two  Fables  above. 

VyfRiwariofAffMhmandFtieUtyfmJthiihtWarkof 
WIbtU:  Mt  hut  that  the  Cmfcienee  of  well-doing  is  a  iJom- 
fort  that  mayfafsjfar  a  Rtcmpence  even  in  this  i  hi  dejpiteof 
Ingratitudi  and  Ifguftice, 

REFLECTION. 

TflES£  Pabks  are  a  Rqiroof  to  the  ungraferui  Cruelty 
of  tbofe  that  will  ncitfaer  foigive  one  Slip,  nor  reward  a  thou- 
.  find  Services,  but  take  more  Notice  of  a  particular  unlucky 
Accident,  than  of  a  general  laudable  Pradice.  But  one  Stum- 
Ue  is  enough  to  deface  the  Chani£ter  of  an  'honoufd>le  Lifb. 
it  ira  teinrous  Inhumani^  in  great  Menio  old  Servants, 
to  make  the  Failings  of  A{^  to  be  a  Crime,  without  allow- 
\v%  the  paft  Services  of  dieir  Strengdi  and  Youth  to  have  been 
a  Virtue.  And  this  is  found  in  Governments,  as  well  as  in 
Court^  and  f^rivate  Families;  with  MaAers  and  Miftrefles, 
aswdlasin  States* 

nisa  milerabie Thing  when  fatthful  Servants  fall  into  the 
Haadi  of  the  infenfifale  and  unthankful  Matters^  fiicb  as 
vahie  Services  only  bv  the  Profit  thev  bring  them,  without  any 
Regard  to  the  Xal^  Faith,  and  Afteftions  of  the  Heart,  and 
pay  diem  with  "Blows  and  Reproaches  iii  their  Age,  for  the 
life.  Strength,  and  Induffay  of  their  Youth.  Nay,  human 
Frailty  it  felf  is  imputed  to  them  for  a  Crime,  and  they  are 
treated  worfe  than  Beafb,  for  not  being  more  than  Men. 
Hef^s  an  old  drudging  Curr  turned  off  to  (hift  for  himfelf, 
for  want  of  the  very  Teeth  and  Heels  that  he  had  loft  in  his 
Mafter^s  Service :  Nay,  if  he  can  but  come  off  for  ftarving 

too. 
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too,  it  palTcs  for  an  Aft  of  Mercy.     Under  thefe  Circum-   ; 
ftances  the  bare  Scnfe  of  it  Calamity  is  call'd  grumbling,  and 
if  a  Man  does  but  make  a  Face  upon  the  Boor,  he's  prefentlf 
aMalecontcnt.  It  may  be  a  Queftion  now,  whether  the  Wfck-  i 
cdncCs,  or  the  Imprudence  of  this  Iniquity,  be  ihe  more  per-^ .: 
nicious  ?  For  over  and  above  the  Inhumanity,  *tis  a  DoArine  i 
of  ill  Confcquence  to  the  Maftir  himfclf,  to  (hcW  the  Worfj 
bow  impoiliiblc  a  Thing  it  is  for  a  Servant  to  oblige  aoil 
pleafv:  him  :    Nay,  it  is  feme  fort  of  Temptation  alfo  to  Im- 
piety and  Injuftice,  when  Virtue  and  DVity  conM  to  be  made 
dangerous. 

And  yet  it  is  not  one  Majltr  perhaps  of  twenty,  a]l  tUi 
while,  that  either  direfts  or  takes  Nodoe  of  thefe  Lidignitiei. 
It  goes  a  great  way,    'tis  true,  barely  to  permit  them.    Onr 
while  perchance  the  Maftcr  is  not  aware  of  what  is  done,  an)  ; 
then  in  odier  Cafes  it  may  fall  out  cfFedually  to  be  his  own  \ 
Aft,  even  againll  his  own  Will ;    that  is  to  fay,  when  the  i 
Paflions  of  imperious  and    ill-natur'd  Servants  are  coverel  j 
with  the  Name  and  Authority  of  their  Patrons,  in  the  Abufe  ; 
of  a  Truft  tliat  was  placed  in  'em  for  honefter  and  for  nobler. 
Ends.     It  is  cooDgruous  enough  yet  to  apply  the  Moral  of  tUi 
Fidlion,  rather  to  the  Driver  of  the  Afi^  and  to  the  Huntfinui 
that  manag'd  the  Chafe,  than  to  the  Mafter  himfclf.     But  the 
Afi  and  the  Dcg  were  beaten  however,  for  being  flW,    and 
fpcnt,  in  defpite  of  all  the  Bonds  and  Inftindts  oif  Honoitff 
Piety,  and  good  Nature. 


Fab.  i6.    An  ^fjEf,  an  ^pe^  and  a  Q^Ole# 

AN-y^  and  an  Ape  were  conferring  Grievances. 
The  Afs  complain'd  mightily  for  want  of  Hons^ 
and  the  Ape  was  as  much  troubled  for  want  of  a  ?tf/X 
Hold  your  Tongues  both  of  ye,  fays  the  Mole^  and  be 
thanktui  for  what  you  have,  for  the  poor  Moles  aic ., 
flark  blind,  and  in  a  worfe  Condition  than  either  of 


Fa'». 


*1      _         ^ 


fa^^ 
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Fab.  27.     The  ^m&  and  the  JTlOff^* 

)NCE  upon  a  Time  the  Hares  found  thenafclve^ 
mightily  uniatisficd  with  the  miferable  Condition 
ry  lived  in^  and  called  a  Council  to  advife  upon*t. 
ixt  we  live,  lays  one  of  *emi  at  the  Metcy  of  Mcn^ 
)gs.  Eagles,  and  1  know  not  how  many  other  Crea* 
e$  and  Vermin,  that  prey  upon  us  at  Pleafure ;  per- 
nially  in  Frights,  perpetually  in  Danger  i  and  there- 
e  I  am  abfolutdy  of  Opinion,  that  we  had  better 
r  once  for  all^  than  live  at  this  Rate  in  a  continual 
ead  that's  worle  than  Death  itfclf.  The  Motion 
s  leconded  and  debated,  and  a  Refblution  imme* 
Ltcly  taken^  One  and  All^  to  drown  themfelvcs. 
le  Vote  was  no  fooner  pafs'd  but  away  they  fcud- 
i  with  that  Dcterminauon  to  the  neict  Lake.  Up- 
this  Hurry  there  leapt  a  whole  Shoal  of  Frogs 
>m  the  Bank  into  the  Water^  for  fear  of  the  Hares. 
ay  then,  my  Matters,  fays  one  of  the  graveft  of  the 
>mpany,  pray  let's  have  a  litde  Patience.  Our  Con- 
tjon,  I  find  is  not  altogether  fo  bad  as  we  ^cy'd 
\  for  there  ate  thofe  you  fee  that  are  as  much  afiuid 
us,  as  we  are  of  others. 

The  Moral  of  the  two  Fables  above. 

here^s  no  Cmt ending  with  the  Orders  and  Decrees  ofPrvoi* 
dence.  He  that  made  us  knows  what* s  fittejt  for  us ;  andeve^ 
rj  Mnfs  own  Lot  (well  underjlood  and  managed)  is  un^ 
dttdfttdfy  the  b^ft. 

REFLECTION. 

TIS  the  Intent  of  thefe  two  Fables,  to  (hew,  th^t  no 
ople  are  lb  miferable,  but  that  at  (bme  time  or  other,  in 
ne  Things  or  other,  they  have  Reafon  to  account  themfelves 
PP7,  and  if  they  would  but  duly  confider  how*  it  is  with 
unr  of  their  Neighbours,  they  would  find  it  their  Duty  to 
tnuikfu],  that  it  is  no  worfe  with  themfelves.  It  is  (ome 
dief  to  the  Miferable  to  (hew  them  that  there  are  otlicrs  yet 
mt  miferable,  and  there  is  not  any  Thing  Qi  timorous,  but 
■etimig  die  h  afraid  ^f  it.    There  aie  tbofe^  'tis  true,  thac 
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die  for  the  very  fear  of  Death,    and  plunge  themlelves  i 
certain  Mifery,   upon  the  bare  Apprehenfion  of  it:  But 
comes  rather  from   the  Spleen,  than  their  Misfortune. 

Since  (b  it  is,  that  Nature  provides  for  the  Neceffitie 
all   Creatures,    and  for  the  well-being  of  every  one  in 
kind  :  and  fince  it  is  not  in  the  Power  of  any  Creature 
make  it  felf  other  than  what  by  Providence  it  was  defig 
to  be ;  what  a  Madnels  is  it  to  wifh  our  felves   other  t 
what  we  are,  and  what  we  muft  continue  to  be  :  Since 
Thing    is  bounded,    and  the  whole  Matter  predetennin 
Every  Atom  of  the   Creation  has  its  Place  affigned :  Ev 
Creature   has  its  proper  Figure,    and  there    is  no  diipuf 
with  him  that  made  it  fo.     fFhy  have  not  I  this  ?  and,  / 
have  not  I  that  ?  are  Queftions  for  a  Philofopher  of  BedUm 
ask  ;  and  we  may  as  well  cavil  at  the  Motions   of  the  H 
vens,  the  Viciilitude  of  Day  and  Night,  and  the  Succeffioj 
the  Seafons,  as  expoftulate  with  Providence  upon  any  of 
reft  of  God's  Works,     The  Afs  would  have  Hnmsy   and 
.  THnker  would  fern  be  in  Bed  with  my  Lady,     The  Ape  wo 
have  a  7^/7;  and  why  ihould  not  a  Mountebank  complain  t 
he  is  not  a  Mimfter  ofState^  or  Jufiice.     But,    in  (hort, 
poor  wretched^  blind  Mole  puts  in  with  her  Do&ine  to  t 
up  the  Qj^iarreL 

And  what's  the  Caib  of  the  Hares  now,  but  an  Inflancc 
fortify  us  agaiiift  Panick  Frights  and  Terrors^  for  trivial  G 
fes;  where  the  Fears  are  a  great  deal  more  terrible  than 
Dangers  ?  In  all  thefe  Cafes,  we  fancy  our  felves  much  m 
miferable  than  we  are,  for  want  of  taking  a  true  Eftimate 
Things.  We  fly  into  Tranlports  without  Reafon,  and  jm 
of  the  Happinefs  or  Calamity  of  humane  Lifb,  by  fi 
Lights.  A  ftrift  Enquiry  into  the  Truth  of  Matters  will  h 
us  in  the  one,  and  Comparifbn  will  fet  us  right  in  1 
other.  The  Dogs  and  the  Eagles  frighted  the  Htures  \  t 
Hares  frighted  the  Frogs^  and  the  FrogSy  twenty  to  oi 
frighted  fomething  elfe.  This  is  according  to  the  CouHb 
the  World ;  one  fears  another  ^  and  fomebody  eUe  is  afr: 
of  him. 

It  may  feem  to  be  a  kind  of  a  malicious  SatisfkAion  d 
one  Man  derives  from  the  Misfortunes  of  another.  But  I 
Phiiofophy  of  tl:is  Reflection  {lands  upon  another  Groun 
for  our  Comfort  does  not  arife  from  other  Peoples  being  Ji 
ferable,  but  from  this  Inference  upon  the  Balance,  That  i 
fuffcr  only  the  Lot  of  human  Nature  :  And  as  we  are  fa^i 

or  miierable,  compared  with  otberS)  fg  other  People  are  mi: 
.  -  xal 
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kor  happ^  compared  with  us ;  by  which  Juftice  of  Provi-* 

toe,  we  cometo  be  convinc'doftheSin^  and  the  Miftakeof 

Ii^j^tude.     What  would  not  a  Man  give  to  be  eas'd  of 

Gout  or  the  Stone  i  Or  fuppofing  an  incurabk  Poverty  on 

one  Hand,  and  an  incurable  Malady  on  the  other.  Why 

uld  not  the  poof  Msm  think  himfelf  happier  in  his  Rags^ 

n  the  other  in  his  Purple  I   But  the  ridi  Mftti  envies  the 

«-  Man's  Health,  without  confidering  his  Want ;   and  tht 

M  Man  envies  the  other's  Treafure,  without  codfiderii^  his 

(eaies.     What's  an  ill  Name  in  the  World  to  a  good  Con« 

sice  within  ones  felf  ?  And  how  much  lels  miienble  upon 

Wheel,  is  one  Man  that  is  innocent,  than  another  under 

fame  Torture  that's  guil^  ?  The  only  way/ir  Hares  and 

i$^  is  to  be  thankful  for  what  they  are,  and  what  they  have^ 

I  not  to  grumble  at  the  Lot  that  they  muft  bear  in  fpite  of 

ir  Teeth. 


w 


Fab.  28.     A  O&Olf^  Mn^  and  ®oan 

i  Goat  that  wasgoing  out  one  Morning  for  a  Mouth-» 
jL  fill  of  frelh  Grafs,  charged  her  Kid  upon  her  Ble& 
g,  not  to  open  the  Door,  'till  fhe  came  back,  toany 
cature  that  had  not  a  Beard.  The  Goat  was  no  Iboner 
toffi^t,  but  up  comes  a /iT^^  to  the  Door,  that  had 
cr-heard  the  Charge,  and  in  a  fmall  Pipe  calls  to 
e  Kid  to  let  her  Moiber  come  in.  The  Kid  fmelt  out 
e  Roguery,  and  bad  the/if^^^fhew  his  Beard^  and  the 
oor  Ihoukl  be  open  to  him. 

The  Moral. 

wr^  juwr  was  an  Hypocrite  fo  difguifd  but  he  hadjmu  Mark 
§r  other  ytt  tQ  he  knmun  hy. 

REFLECTION. 

H  E  R  E  is  Prudence,  Caution  and  Obedience,  recoitimend- 
to  us  in  die  AiVf  s  Refiifal  to  open  the  Door  \  and  here  is 
Kwiie  fet  forth  in  the  IVelf^  the  Praftice  of  a  fraudulent 
id  a  bloody  Impoilor.  Thb  Moral  runs  throu^  the  whole 
iifineis  of  human  Life,  for  fb  much  as  the  Plot  is  carried 
I  againfl  the  Simple  and  the  Innocent,  under  fiilfe  Co^ 
msy  and  feign'd  rretences.    There  arc  Wolves  in  Pelicy^  'as 
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well  as  in  Mythology  ^  and  if  the  KiJPs  Obedience  had  not  been 
more  than  her  Sagacity^  flie  would  have  found  to  her  Coft, 
the  Teeth  of  a  Wolf  in  the  Mouth  of  a  Goatj  and  the  Ma- 
lice of  an  Enemy  cover'd  under  the  Voice  and  Pretence  of  a 
Parent* 


Tab.  19.    A  I^Off,  a  ^^leep,  and  a  tMlAU 

A  Dog  broi^t  an  A6tion  of  the  Cafe  againft  a  Sbetp^ 
for  fome  certain  Meafures  of  Wheat,  that  he 
Bad  lent  him.  The  Plaintiff  proved  the  Debt  by 
three  pofitive  WitnefTes,  the  Wolf  the  Kittj  and  tte 
Vulture.  (Tejies  probi  £5?  legales.)  The  Defendant  was  caft 
in  Cojis  and  Damages^  and  forc^  to  fell  the  Wool  off 
his  Back  to  Eitisfy  the  Creditor. 

The  M  o  R  A  L» 

*37x  not  a  Straw  Matter  whether  the  main  Caufe  be  rfgit  tr 
wrongs  or  the  Charge  true  or  falfe ;   where  the  Btncb^  Jmf 
.   and  Witneffes  are  in  a  Conjfiracy  againft  the  Prifoner. 

REFLECTION. 

NO  Innocence  can  be  fafe,  where  Power  and  Malice  aft  { 
in  Confederacy  againft  it.  There's  no  Fence  againft  Subor- 
nation and  falfe  Evidence.  What  greater  Judgment  can  be- 
iai  a  Nation  than  for  Sheep  to  be  made  TrefpaJTers^  and  Wohet^ 
Kites  and  Vulturer  to  (et  up  for  Witneffes  !  This  is  a  laige 
Field,  if  a  Body  would  amplify  upon  it :  But  the  Htfioryof 
the  Age  in  Memory  will  be  the  beft  Moral  of  this  Fadde* 
There's  no  living  however  without  Law  :  and  there^s  no  bdp; 
fbr't  in  many  Cafes,  if  the  f^ving  Equity  be  over-ruled  \j\. 
the  killing  Letter  of  it.  HTis  the  Verdin  that  does  the  B^ 
ncfs ;  but  'tis  the  Evidence^  true  or  falfe,  that  governs  tb^ 
YerdiSi.  So  that  (as  it  fometimes  falls  out)  the  Ifenour 
the  Publick  may  come  to  be  concerned  in  the  Defence 
Support  of  an  undeteded  Perjury.  The  only  Danger  k 
giving  too  much  Credit  to  the  Oaths  of  Kites  and  Vi 
That  is  to  fay,  of  Witneflcs  fo  profligate  as  to  briiig  a  Scat^^ 
dal  even  upon  Truth  itfdfi  where  it  is  fo  a&rted.  \ 
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F  A  B.  30.    A  €ountrpian  and  a  €^naiie^ 

THERE  was  a  ^/y^^thatbeddedhknielf  under  the 
Thrdhold  of  a  Country-Houfe-  A  Child  of  tke 
Family  happened  to  fee  his  Footupon'tj  the  Snake  h\t 
him,  and  he  dy*d  on*L  The  F^/ifr  of  the -Cfo'W  made 
a  Blow  at  the  Snake^  but  mils^d  his  aim,  and  only  left 
a  Mark  behind  him  upon  the  Stone  where  he  ftruck. 
The  Coimtrjman  offei'd  the  ^nakcy  ibmetime  after  this, 
to  be  Frioids  again.  No,  &ys  the  Snahe^  k  long  as 
you  have  this  Flaw  upon  the  Stone  in  your  Eye,  and 
die  Death  of  the  Child  in  your  Thought,  there's  no 
trufting  of  ye. 

The  Moral. 

In  Mitiers  tf  Friend/hip  and  Tmfty  we  can  never  he  feo  tender  ; 
hit  jet  tber/s  a  great  Difference  betwixt  Charity  and  Facility. 
IVe  may  hope  well  in  many  CafeSy  but  let  it  be  without  venturing 
Ned mdAUupoiit^  for  New-Converts  arejlippery. 

REFLECTION. 

T I S  iH  trufting  a  reconciled  Enemy ;  but  'tis  worfc  yet, 
to  proceed  at  one  Step,  from  Clemency  and  Tendemefs,  to 
Confidence  and  Tnift ;  efpeciaily  where  there  are  fo  many 
Memorials  in  Sight,  for  Hatred  and  Revenge  to  work  upon. 
^b  Sjcnerous  however  to  forgive  an  Enemy ;  though  ex- 
tremcnr  hazardous  to  grace  him  in  the  doing  of  an  ill  Thing, 
with  die  Countenance  of  a  Deference  to  his  Merit.  Nay,  a 
bare  Eafinels  of  pardoning  has  but  too  often  the  Force  c^  a 
Temptation  to  offend  again.  ^Tis  a  mcc  Bufineis  to  ihdulgp 
on  the  Left  Hand,  without  punifhing  on  ttie  ^igh*,  for  there 
muft  be  no  lacriiiciiig  of  a  fiiithftil  Friend  to  the  Generofity  of 
obl^ing  a  mortal  Enemy.  But  the  Cafe  is  then  moft  de« 
pk»a(B,  when  Reward  goes  over  to  the  wrong  Side,  and  when 
Intereft  ihall  be  nuKle  the  Teft  and  the  Meafure  of  Virtue.  Up- 
on the  whole  Matter,  the  Cmmtryman  was  too  eafy,  in  pro- 
pofing  Zf  Reconciliation,  (the  Circumftances  duly  confidered) 
and  the  Snah  was  much  in  the  right  on  the  other  hand,  in 
not  entertaining  it  from  a  Man  that  had  fo  many  Remembran- 
ces at  Hand  iUll,  to  provoke  him  to  a  Revenge.     Wherefore 
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it  is  highly  neceflary  for  the  one  to  know  how  far,  and  to 
wlx>m  to  truft,  and  for  the  other  to  underfland  what  he  b  to 
tmft  to.  TTis  a  peat  Error  to  take  Facility  for  Good-Na- 
ture :  Tendeme&  without  Difcretiony  is  no  better  than  a 
more  pardonabk  FoUjr. 

Fa  b.  3  It    A  JTOJC  and  a  &tOlln^ 

THERE  was  a  great  Friendfhip  once  betwixt  a 
Fox  and  a  Stork^  and  the  former  would  needs  in- 
vite the  other  to  a  Treat.  They  had  feveral  Soups 
ferved  up  in  broad  Difhes  and  Plates,  and  fo  the  Fox 
fell  to  lapping  himfelf,  and  bade  hisGuefl:  heartily  wel«> 
come  to  what  was  before  him.  The  Siork  found  he  was 
put  upon,  but  fet  fo  good  a  Face  however  upon  his  £n« 
tertainment,  that  his  Friend  by  all  means  muft  take  a 
Supper  with  him  that  Night,  in  Revenge.  The  Fox 
fliaae  feveral  Excufes  upon  the  Matter  of  TrouWc  and 
Expence,  but  the  Storkj  in  fine,  would  not  be  &id  nay, 
{6  that  at  laft,  he  promifed  him  to  come.  The  Gd* 
lation  was  ferved  up  in  Glafles  with  long  narrow 
Necks,  and  the  beft  of  every  Thing  that  was  to  be  had 
Come  (fays  the  Siork^  to  his  Friend)  pray  be  as  free  as  if 
you  were  at  Home,  and  fb  fell  to't  very  favourilv  him^- 
lelf.  The  Fox  quickly  found  this  to  be  a  Tridk,  dirf 
he  could  not  but  allow  of  the  Contrivance  as  wdl  as 
the  Juftice  of  the  Revenge.  For  fuch  a  Glafs  of  Swectr 
Meats  to  the  one,  was  jufl  as  much  to  the  Purpofe  as 
a  Pkte  of  Porridge  to  the  other. 

The  Mora  I,. 

*7h  alkvjahlejn  all  the  Liberties  of  Converfatien  t§  ghe  a  Man  a 
^6^9^vAjor  bis  Oliver,  and  to  pay  him  in  his  own  Coin, 
(IS  we  fay  :  provided  always  that  we  keep  ttntbfn  tbf  Compafi 
^  limour  and  good  MawurSn 
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REFLECTION. 

XSOP  has  here  given  us  the  Fiffion  of  a  Cafe,  wherein 
it  may  not  be  amiis  to  repay  an  Abufc  in  its  own  kind.  The 
Mockery  of  the  Fox  was  a  Reproach,  as  it  hit  the  Stork  on  the 
weak  Side ;  but  that  which  was  Rudene(s  and  Ill-Nature  in 
the  Aggreilbr,  was  only  a  Monitory  Juftice,  and  a  difcreet 
Sharpnefi  in  the  other.  But  this  is  the  Fate  commonly  of 
Drolls  and  BuSbons,  that  while  they  think  to  make  fport  with 
others,  they  lerve  only  in  the  Conclufion  for  a  Laughing-Stock 
themfelves. 

There's  nothing  looks  ffllier  than  a  crafty  Knave  out- wit- 
ted,  and  beaten  at  his  own  Play.  The  -fiwr's  Frolfck  went  too 
£ir,  in  regard  it  was  both  upon  an  Invitation,  and  under  his 
own  RooK  Now  the  Return  of  the  StorM  was  only  ^id  pro 
^Of  and  a  warrantable  Revenge,  even  according  to  the  Rules 
of  Civility  and  good  Fellowfhip ;  for  the  Fox^s  leading  the 
Humour,  gave  the  other  not  only  a  Provocation,  but  a  kind 
of  a  Right  to  requite  him  in  his  own  way :  Befide  that  it  was 
the  cleverer  Mockery  of  the  two.  This  may  ferve  to  reprove 
tfaofe  Liberties  in  Converfation  that  pais  the  Bounds  of  good 
Nature,  Honour,  Honefiy,  and  RefpedL  When  they  exceed 
thefe  Limits,  they  d^nerate  into  Scurrility,  Scandal  ajid  Ill- 
Manners.  For  in  all  Cafes,  an  Eye  muft  be  had  to  the  due 
CircumllancesofMeafure,  Time,  Place,  Occafion,  andPer- 
(oTU  The  Laws  of  Humanity  and  Hofpitality  muft  be  kept 
iacred'upon  any  Terms:  for  the  wounding  of  a  Fnend  for 
the  iake  of  a  Jeft,  b  an  Intemperance,  and  an  Immor;^ty,  not 
to  be  endured.  There  was  fomewhat  of  this  in  the  Fox's  be- 
ginning the  Frolick. 


F  A  B.  3  2.    A  JTOJC  and  a  CatiJll  i^caU* 

AS  a  Fox  was  rumidging  among  a  great  many 
carv'd  Figures^  there  was  one  very  extraordinary 
Piece  among  the  reft.  He  took  it  up,  and  when  he 
had  confider*d  it  a- while.  Well,  (lays  he)  what  Pity 
'tis  that  fo  exquifite  an  Out-fide  of  a  Head  fhould  not 
have  one  Grain  of  Senfc  in*r. 
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The  Moral. 

'Jls  fist  the  Barber  or  the  Taylor  that  makes  the  Mam:  ani*tis 
ne  new  Thing  to  fee  a  fine  ivroiigbt  Head  without  fo  much  as  on$ 
Grain  of  Salt  ikt. 

REFLECTION. 

MANY  a  Fool  has  a  fair  Out-fide,  and  many  a  Man  of 
Fortune  and  Title  has  not  fo  much  as  common  Senfe.  We 
have  a  whole  World  cS  Heads  to  anfwer  the  Drift  of  this  Em* 
blem  ;  but  there  is  no  judging  however  by  the  Senfes,  of  Mat« 
ters  that  the  Senfescan  take  no  Cognizance  of;  as  Virtue, 
Wifdom,  and  the  like.  ^  The  Excellency,  in  fine,  of  the  Soul 
is  above  the  Beauty  of  the  Body :  Not  but  that  the  Graces  of 
the  one,  ^nd  the  Endowments  of  the  other,  mav  encounter 
fometimes  (how  rarely  foever,)  in  one  and  the  lame  Perfon. 
But  Beauty  and  Judgment  are  fo  far  yet  from  being  infepa- 
lablc,  that  they  (eem  eiFe<3ually  to  require,  more  or  lefi,  a 
Diverfity  of  Temperament :  Befide  that  more  Care  is  taken 
to  cultivate  the  Advantages  of  the  Body,  than  thofe  of  the 
Mind.  To  wrap  up  all  in  a  Word,  the  World  it  (elf  is 
but  a  great  Shop  of  Carved  Heads  \  and  the  /or's  Conceit  wil( 
hold  as  well  in  the  Life,  as  in  the  FiAion, 


Fa  B.  35.  A  5DatD  and  Oi5o2roto'B  JFcatftetfi* 

A  Daw  that  had  a  mind  to  be  fparkilh,  trick'd 
himfelf  up  with  all  the  gay  Feathers  he  could 
mufter  together  :  And  upon  the  Credit  of  thefe  ftoU^n 
or  borrowed  Ornaments,  he  vsdued  himfelf  above  all 
the  Birds  in  the  Air  befide.  The  Pride  of  this  Vanity 
got  him  the  Envy  of  all  his  Companions,  who,  upon 
a  Difcovery  of  the  Truth  of  the  Cafe,  fell  to  pluming 
of  him  by  Confent ;  and  when  every  Bird  had  taken 
his  ovm  Feather^  the  fillv  Tyanv  had  nothing  left  hin) 
to  cover  his  Nakednefi. 

The  Moral. 

JVeJfealfrom  one  another  all  manner  of  Ways^  and  to  all  manner 
ofPurpofesy  IVit^  as  well  as  Feathers  i  but  where  Pride  and 
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^ary  nutt^  fmfiU  art  furt  /«  bt  made  ridiadms  t»  tbi 

REFLECTION, 

ERY  Thing  b  bcft,  and  e\-cry  Man  happeft,  intiie 
nd  Condition  wherein  Nature  has  |Jac*d  them  \  but  if 
will  be  iettii^  up  for  Piaacksy  or  Affis  fer  Lims^  thcjr 
Kpe^  and  content  themielves  to  be  au|sb*d  at  for  their 
The  AUufion  of  the  Daiv  here,  and  his  krr9tv*d  Fta^ 
extends  to  aD  Sorts  of  Impoftors,  vain  Pretenders,  and 
Iters,  in  Feats  of  Arms,  State,  Love,  or  the  like.  It 
ilfo  at  the  empty  AiFciEbtion  of  Wit  and  Underftandtng ; 
di  cafe  it  fares  as  it  does  witii  Men  that  (ct  up  for  Qua- 
rth,  and  Bravery,  upon  the  Credit  of  a  gay  outfide  ;  for 
rs  may- be  cozcn'd  upon  the  Tick,  as  well  as  Taylors : 
ve  have  feen  fume,  even  of  OMtfi^Ji-raU  ffriarSj  that 
£n  better  at  diigulfing  other  Peoples  Works,  than  fiir- 
;  any  Thing  of  their  own ;  that  Is  to  fay,  upon  the  taking 
ni  to  Pieces,  the  Stuff  and  Trimming  is  found  to  bo 
ftoU'n,  and  new  furbifli'd ;  and  nothing,  in  ihort,  that 
Ji  afllune  to  thcmfdvcs,  but  the  Needle  and  Tl.rcad  that 
the  Cofflpofltion  togcdicr.  Now  when  thefe  Plagiaf  us 
to  be  ftript  of  their  borrow'd  or  pilfer'd  Ornaments, 
the  Daw  of  the  Fable  truly  moraliz'd. 


Fab.  34.     An  3nt  and  a  JFIp^ 

■ 

iere  happen'd  a  warm  Diipute  betwixt  an  jfni 
and  a  Ffy.  Why,  Where's  the  Honour,  or  the 
re  in  the  World,  lays  the  Ffyy  that  I  have  not 
art  in  ?  Are  not  all  Temples  ;ind  Places  open  to 
Am  not  I  the  Taftcr  to  Gods  and  Princes  in 
eir  Sacrifices  and  Entertainments  f  Am  I  not 
in  Gold  and  Silver  ?  And  is  not  my  Meat  and 
.  mil  of  the  bcft  ?  And  all  this,  without  either 
or  Piins?  I  trample  upon  Crowns,  and  kife 
Lips  I  pleaie.  And  what  have  you  now  to 
d  to  all  this  while  ?  Why,  lays  the  yfw/,  you 
rour  felf  upon  the  Accels  you  have  to  the  Altars 
Gods,  the  Cabinets  of  Princes,  ;ind  to  all  publick 
aD4  CoUuioas :    Aud  whai'$  oU  this  but  the  Ac- 
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cris  of  an  Intruder,  not  of  a  Gueft ;  for  People  arc  fi> 
far  from  liking  your  Company,  that  they'll  kill  ye  as  fidi 
as  they  can  carai  ye.  You  are  a  Pb^e  to  *em  where- 
ever  you  come.  Your  very  Breath  has  Maggots  in% 
and  tor  the  Kilsyou  brag  of,  what  is  it  but  the  Perfume  j 
of  the  laft  Dunghill  you  touch'd  upon,  once  remov'd?  • 
For  my  Part,  I  live  upon  what's  my  own,  and  work 
honeftly  in  die  Summer  to  maintain  my  lelf  in  the 
Winter ;  whereas  the  whole  GHirfe  of  your  icandakxB 
Life  is  only  cheating  or  (harping,  one  half  of  the 
Year,  and  ftarving  the  other. 

The  Moral. 

Her/s  an  Emblem  of  Indujiry^  and  Luxury  ^  fei  firth  at  large  i 
with  the  fiber  Mvantagesy  and  the  fiandalous  Exceffes  ef  tbe 
erne  and  of  the  ether  * 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  Fable  marks  out  to  us  the  Diilerence  betwixt  the 
empty  Vanity  of  Oftentation,  and  the  fubftantial  Ornaments  of 
Virtue.     It  ihews  that  the  Happinefs  of  Life  does  not  lie  lb 
much  in  the  enjoying  of  fmall  Advantages,  as  in  living  free 
from  great  Inconveniencies,  and  that  an  honcft  Mediocrity  ii 
beft.    The  Fly  ftands  up  for  the  Pride,  the  Luxury,  and  the  Am- 
bition of  Courts,  in  the  Preference  of  Palaces,  to  Caves  and 
private  Retreats.     The  Ant  contents  herfelf  with  the  Virtue  of 
Sobriety,  Retirement,  and  Moderation :    She  lives  upon  her  I 
own  honeftly  gotten  and  poflefs'd,  without  either  Envy  or  Vio-  | 
lence ;  whereas  the  Fly  is  an  Intruder,  and  a  common  AmA- : 
Feajiy  that  fpunges  upon  other  Peoples  Trenchers. 

A  Man  can  hardly  fanfy  to  himfelf  a  truer  Image  of  a  plain, 
honeft.  Country  Simplicity,  than  the  Anf^  Part  of  the  Dialogue 
in  this  Fable.  She  takes  Pains  for  what  {he  eats ;  wrongs  no 
body ;  and  (b  creates  no  Enemies ;  {he  wants  nothing ;  andflw 
boafts  of  nothing ;  lives  contented  with  her  own,  and  enjoys 
all  with  a  good  Confcience.  This  Emblem  recommends  to  us 
the  Bleflings  of  a  virtuous  Privacy,  according  to  the  juft  Mea- 
fures  of  right  Nature,  and  in  few  Words,  comprizes  the  Sum 
of  a  happy  State. 

The  Fly^  on  the  contrary,  leads  a  lazy,  voluptuous,  fcandi- 
lous,  {harking  Life ;  hateful  where-ever  {becomes,  and  in  per- 
petual Fears aind  Dangers,    Sfaeflutters>  'tb  true>  fipm  Plsu^  ^ 
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Place,  ftom  Fcaft  to  Feaft,  brag^  of  her  Intcreft  at  Court,  and  of 
Ladies  Favours :  And  what's  tliis  miferable  lnb&  at  kft,  but 
die  rery  Pi£hire  of  one  of  our  ordinary  Trencher  Eiquires,  that 
ipead  tfadr  Time  in  hopping  from  one  great  Man's  Tdble  to 
another's,  only  to  pick  up  Scraps,  and  Intelligence,  and  to 
fyH  good  Company!  I  cannot  fee  one  of  thefe  officious^ 
humUe  Companions,  skipping  up  and  down  from  Levee  to 
Letfety  and  making  himfelf  Neceflary,  wherc-ever  he  thinks  fit 
ID  be  trouUelbme :  I  cannot  hear  a  finical  Fop  romancing, 
bow  the  King  took  him  afide  at  fuch  a  Time ;  what  the  Queen 
Sad  to  him  at  another ;  how  many  Ladies  fell  out  who  fhould 
have  him  to  herielf ;  what  Difcourfe  pafs'd ;  where  he  is  to 
eat  to  morrow ;  what  Company ;  what  Difties  $  what  Wine  ; 
who  loves  who ;  and  what  Intrigues  are  a-foot  in  Church  and 
State,  Wf .  Without  more  Words,  I  cannot  hear  the  Chat,  or 
fee  the  Vam'tyof  thefe  pragmatical  empty  bufy^Bodies^  without 
diinking  of  the  Fly  in  the  Fable.  And  this  Application  v^as 
the  true  £nd  of  writing  it. 


Fab.  3y.    A  JTcOff  and  an  £)«♦ 

AS  a  hugq  over-grown  Oxe  was  grazing  in  a 
Meadow,  an  old  envious  Frog  that  flood  gaping 
at  him  hard  by,  cali'd  out  to  her  litde  ones,  to  take 
Nocioe  of  the  Bulk  of  that  monftrous  Beaft ;  and  fee, 
fiys  flic,  if  I  don't  make  my  felf  now  the  bigger  of  the 
two.  So  fhe  fhain'd  once,  and  twice,  and  went 
ftill  fwdling  on  and  on,  till  in  the  Condufion  fhe 
forced  herfelf,  and  burft. 

The  Moral. 

Betwixt  Pride^  Envy^  and  Ambition^  Menfanfy  tbemfelves  to  be 
Uggir  than  they  are^  and  other  People  to  be  lefs  :  And  this  Tur 
mmrfmlU  itfelfat  laji  till  it  fmkes  all  fly. 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  Fancy  is  a  Lafh  upon  thofe  that  fet  up  to  live  above 
their  Quality  and  Fortune,  and  pretend  to  fpcnd  Penny  for 
Penny  with  Men  of  twenty  Times  their  Eftate,  and  therefore 
niuf^  needs  burft  in  the  Conclufion.  But  Pride  and  Ambition 
pdDbcs  Men  fiirwvd,  not  only  to  Extravagances,  but  Impoffl- 

bilities 


mi 


lEsov's  Fables. 


Iiiltties,  though  to  the  certain  Undoing  of  the  weaker  sod 
meaner :  When  they  come  to  vie  Power  and  Expence  i 
thofe  that  are  too  high  and  too  many  for  them. 

Men  that  would  be  bigger  than  God  has  made  them,  n 
e'en  expeA  to  fall  to  nodiing.  This  Aflfe£btion  ftrikes  u 
all  the  Weaknefles  that  Pride,  Envy,  or  Ambition  can  £ 
to  it  felf,  provided  always  that  we  do  not  take  Elmulation 
Envy.  In  one  Word,  when  Mens  Hearts  and  Thoughts 
pifF'd  up  into  a  Defire  of  Things  unnatural,  the  Tumou 
mcuraUe.  But  they  are  weak  Minds  commonly  that  aret 
ted  with  this  Evil.  They  take  falfe  Meafures,  both  of  tb 
felves  and  of  others,  without  confidering  the  Limits,  Bi 
Fortune,  Ability,  Strength,  tf  c.  or,  in  Truth,  the  very  Na? 
of  the  Things,  Matter,  or  Perfon  in  Queftion.  They  iel 
Competitor  for  Learning,  Power,  Eftate,  Policy ;  they  < 
fure  their  Betters,  defpUe  their  Equals,  and  admire  dn 
felves :  But  their  Greatnefs  all  this  while,  is  only  in  Im 
nation,  and  they  make  all  fly  with  the  Freg  at  laft,  by  fir 
ing  to  be  bigger  than  they  are,  and  bigger  than  'tis  poffiblc 
them  to  be.  ' 


F  A  B.  3  5.    An  Sf0  and  a  Wiolt 

AN  yifs  had  got  a  Thorn  in*s  Foot,  and  for  ^ 
of  a  better  Surgeon,  who  but  a  fFolf  at  lafl 
draw  it  out  with  his  Teeth !  The  yifs  was  no  tx 
eas'd,  but  he  gave  his  Operator  iuch  a  Kick  under 
Ear  with  his  found  Foot  tor  his  Fains,  that  he  ftut 
him,  and  fo  went  his  way. 


«i 


F  A  B.  37.    A  |>a2fe  and  a  liom 

THERE  was  an  old  hungry  ZjV»  would  fiun  I 
been  dealing  with  a  Piece  of  good  Horfe-l 
that  he  had  in  his  Eye  •,  but  the  Nag  he  thought  w< 
be  too  fleet  for  him,  unlefi  he  coiJd  fiipply  die  ^ 
of  Heel,  by  Artifice,  and  Addrds,  He  jwts  hin 
into  the  Garb,  and  Habit  of  a  Profeflbr  of  Phy( 
and  according  to  the  Humour  of  die  Worlds  &ts 
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far  a  DoAor  of  the  Coll^.  Under  this  Pretext,  he 
lets  fidl  a  Word  or  two  by  way  of  Difcourie,  upon  die 
Sidijeft  of  his  Trade ;  but  the  Horfe  fmelt  him  out^ 
sod  piefently  a  Crochet  came  in  his  Head  how  he 
n^^t  countermine  him.  I  got  a  Thorn  in  my  Foot 
focher  Day,  £iys  the  Horfe j  as  I  was  crofling  a  Thicket, 
and  I  am  e*en  quite  I^ime  on'c.  Oh,  fays  the  new 
PhyGdan,  do  but  hold  up  your  L^  a  litde,  and  I^ 
cure  ye  immediately.  The  Lion  prefendy  puts  himlelf 
in  Pofture  for  the  Office;  but  the  Patient  was  too 
iiknbic  for  his  Do6)x>r,  and  fo  ibon  as  ever  he  had  him 
fiur  for  his  Purpofe,  gave  him  (6  terrible  a  Rebuke 
upoti  the  Foreh&id  with  his  Heel,  that  he  laid  him  at 
his  Length,  and  fo  got  off  with  a  whole  Skin,  before 
the  other  could  eiticcute  his  Defign. 

The  Mo  R  A  L  of  the  two  Fables  above. 

Harm  watdi.  Harm  citch,  is  but  according  to  the  commen  RitU 
tf  Equity  and  Rrtaliatiffnj  and  a  very  warrantable  Way  of  dt^ 
cerw^  the  Deceiver. 

REFLECTION. 

T  H  E  R  E's  no  trufKng  to  the  fair  Words  of  thofe  that  have 
both  an  Interefl,  and  an  Inclination  to  deftroy  us ;  efpecialty 
when  the  Defign  is  carryM  on  under  the  Mafi]ue  of  a  friendly 
Office.  It  is  but  reafonable  to  o(^fe  Art  to  Art,  and  where 
we  fufped  fiadfe  Play,  to  encounter  one  Trick  with  another  : 
PrOvidled  always  that  it  be  managed  without  Breach  of  Faith, 
and  within  the  0>mpafs  of  Honour,  Honefty,  and  eood  Man- 
ners. The  Wdf  had  the  fame  Defign  upon  the  Aji^  that  the 
Urn  bad  upon  the  Horfe ;  and  the  Matter  being  brought  to  a 
Trial  of  Skill  between  them,  the  Countermine  was  only  an 
h&.  of  Self-Prefer\'ation. 


F  A  B.  3  8.     A  !J)02fC  and  an  afiEf^ 

• 

IN  the  Days  of  old,  when  Horfes  (poke  Creek  and 
LdUin^  and  Affes  made  Syllogifms^  there  happened  an 
Encounter  upon  the  Road,  betwixt  a  proud  pamper'd 
Jade  in  the  M  Courfe  of  his  Carriere,   and  a  poor 

creeping 
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creeping^,  under  a  heavy  Burden,  that  had  chopc 
into  the  lame  Track  with  him.  Why,  how  now  Sir- 
rah, lays  he,  d'ye  not  fee  by  thefe  Arms,  and  Trap- 
pings, to  what  Mafter  I  belong?  And  d'ye  notun- 
derftand  that  when  I  have  that  Mafter  of  mine  upon 
my  Back,  the  whole  Weight  of  the  State  refts  upon 
my  Shoulders  ?  Out  of  the  Way  thou  flavifli  inibknt 
Animal,  or  Pll  tread  thee  to  dirt.  The  wretched 
Afs  immediately  flunk  aflde,  widi  this  envious  Re* 
fledtion  between  his  Teedi,  \JVhat  ivould  I  give  to  cba$igi 
Cmdititms  with  that  happy  Creature  tbere.^  This  Fancy 
would  not  out  of  the  Head  of  Jiim,  *till  it  was  his  hap 
fome  few  Days  after  to  fee  this  very  Horfe  doing 
Dmdgery  in  a  common  dung  Cart.  Why  how  now 
Friend  (lays  the  /Ifs),  how  comes  this  about?  Only 
the  Chance  of  the  War,  lays  the  other :  I  was  a  5^/- 
dier^s  Horfe  J  you  muft  know  ;  and  my  Mafter  carried  me 
into  a  Battle,  where  I  was  Ihot,  hack'd  and  maim*d  ; 
and  you  have  here  before  your  Eyes  the  Cataftn^hecrf* 
my  Fortune. 

The  Moral. 

Tht  Folfyj  and  the  Fate  vf  Pride  and  Arrogance.  The  Miftaii 
ef  placing  Happinefs  in  any  Thing  that  may  be  taken  awey^  and 
the  BleJJSng  of  Freedom  in  a  mean  EJiate. 

REFLECTION. 

W  E  are  to  gather  from  hence,  that  People  would  never 
envy  the  Pomp  and  Splendour  of  Greatneis,  if  they  did  but 
confider,  either  the  Cares  and  Dangers  that  go  along  with  it, 
or  the  Bleflings  of  Peace,  and  Security  in  a  middle  Condi- 
tion. No  Man  can  be  truly  happy,  who  is  not  every  Hour  of 
his  Life  prepared  for  the  worn  that  can  befal  him.  Now  this 
is  a  State  of  Tranquility  never  to  be  attaiii'd,  but  by  kee|»ng 
perpetually  in  our  Thoughts  the  Certainty  of  Death,  and  the 
Lubricity  of  Fortune ;  and  by  delivering  our  fclves  from  the 
Anxiety  of  Hopes  and  Fears. 

It  fells  naturally  within  the  Profpea  of  this  Fi^on  to 
treat  of  the  Wickednefs  of  a  prefumptuous  Arrc^ance,  die 
Fate  that  attends  it ;  the  Rife  of  it ;  and  the  Means  of  d- 
ther  preventing  or  fupprcfTing  it ;  the  Folly  of  it ;  the  wretch- 
ed and  ridiculous  Eftatc  of  a  proud  ^^lan^  and  the  Weakneis 
4  of 
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of  dat  Envy  that  is  grounded  upon  the  miflaken  Happinds  of 
human  Life. 

If  a  body  may  be  allow'd  to  graft  a  cbrtJKan  Aloral  upon  a 
ftigatr  Ftble^  what  was  it  but  Pride  and  Arrogance  that  firft 
threw  Lkcifer  out  of  Heaven,  and  afterwards,  Adam  out  of 
Paradife?  Vfe  Jballhe as  G^"]  was  the  Temptation  ;  an  im- 
potent ana  prefumptuous  Affisfbtion  of  vain-Glory  was  the 
Sn ;  and  a  MalediAion  temporal  and  eternal  was  the  Punifh- 
menc*  Now  if  the  Charms  of  an  unruly  Ambition  could  fo 
6r  .prevail  upon  the  Angels  themfelves  in  their  Purity ;  and 
upon  Mankind  in  a  State  of  Innocence,  how  ftriS  a  Guard 
Gug^t  W€  then  to  keq>  upon  our  felves,  that  are  the  Children 
of  Difi>bedience,  and  bring  the  Seeds  of  this  deadly  Vanity 
into  the  World  with  us  in  our  very  Veins  ? 

It  is  highly  remarkable,  that  as  Pride  and  Envy  are  the 
two  Paffions,  that  above  all  others  give  the  greateft  Trouble 
to  the  Sons  of  Men,  fo  are  they  likewife  the  mrft  Emotions  of 
the  Mind  that  we  take  Notice  of  in  our  Approaches  to  the 
Exercife  of  our  Rcafbn.  They  begin  with  us  in  the  Arms  of 
our  Nuries,  and  at  the  very  Breafts  of  our  Mothers ;  for  what's 
the  Meaning  of  all  the  little  Wrangles  and  Contentions  die, 
mUh  Child  JhaB  be  made  moJlof\  or  which  Babyjball  have  the 
gayer  Coat  ?  So  that  thefe  Afiedions  are  in  Truth  connatural 
to  us,  and  as  we  our  felves  grow  up  and  gather  Strength,  lb 
do  they ;  and  pa(s  infenfibly  from  our  Inclinations  into  our 
Manners.  Now  the  Corruption  muft  needs  be  ftrong,  where 
human  Frailty  ftrikes  in  fo  early  with  it,  and  the  Progre&  no 
\&  mortal^  where  it  is  fuiFer'd  to  goon  without  controul :  For 
what  are  the  Extravagances  of  the  lewdeft  Life,  but  the  more 
confummated  Follies  and  Diibrders,  of  either  a  Mif-taught  or 
a  negiefted  Youth  ?  Nay,  what  are  all  the  publick  Outrages  of 
a  deftzoying  Tyranny,  and  Oppreffion,  but  childifh  Appe- 
tites let  done  till  they  are  grown  ungovernable  ?  Beflde  that  it 
b  infinitely  eafier  to  prevent  ill  Habits  than  to  mailer  them ; 
2s  the  Choaking  of  the  Fountain  is  the  fureft  Way  to  cut  oiF 
Ht^  Cburfe  of  the  River.  It  (hould  be  confiderM  too  that  v^ 
have  the  Seeds  of  Virtue  in  us,  as  well  as  of  Vice ;  and  when- 
ever we  take  a  ftrong  Biais,  'tis  not  out  of  a  moral  Incapacity 
to  do  better,  but  for  want  of  a  careful  Manage  and  Difcipline, 
to  fet  us  rig^t  at  firft. 

Wherefore  ChUdren  fluxild  be  moulded  while  their  Tempers 
are  yet  pliant  and  dudile.  As  Pride^  for  the  Purpofe,  that 
arifcs  from  a  &lfe  Opinion  of  lliings,  fliould  be  obviated  by 
informing  their  Underfiandin^.    And  fo  for  Errvj  \  the  very 
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Difpofition  to  it  is  to  be  fweetenM,  as  flowing  from  a  certain 
froward  TinAure  of  Ill-Narure«  (I  fpeak  this  of  the  male- 
volent, canker'd  Paf&on  of  Envy,  which,  in  effe£l,  is  little  or 
nothing  a-kin  to  the  filly  Envy  of  the  Afs  here  in  the  FaUe.) 
In  one  Word,  Children  (hould  be  feafon'd  betimes,  and  leflbn* 
ed  into  fuch  a  Contempt,  and  Deteftation  of  this  Vice,  as  nei-^ 
ther  to  pra£life  it  themfelves,  nor  to  approve  it  in  others.  Thit 
is,  in  little,  the  Foundation  of  a  virtuous  Life,  and  thiere  goes 
no  more  tlun  judging,  and  a£ling  aright,  to  the  Charader  of 
a  good  Philofopher,  a  good  Chriilian,  and  a  good  Man  :  Yot 
to  know,  and  to  do,  is  the  Ccmpendium  of  our  Duty. 

It  is  not  for  every  twatling  Goi&p  yet,  or  fome  eraptj 
Pedant,   prefently  to  undertake  this  rrovince :    For  it  re- 
quires a  critical  Nicety  both  of  Wit,  and  of  Judgment,  to 
nnd  out  the  Genius^    or  the  Propenfions  of  a  Child,  and  to 
diftinguifh  betwixt  the  Impulfes  of  Envy,  and  thofe  of  Emu* 
lation  :    Betwixt  the  firil  Motions  of  a  churlifh  and   impe- 
tuous Infolence,  and  thofc  of  a  ferenc  Greatnefs,  and  Digni- 
ty of  Mind.     It  is  not,  I  fay,  for  every  common  Eye,   or 
Hand  to  divide  (b  accurately  betwixt  the  Good,  and  the  Evil^ 
the  gracious  and  perverfe,  as  to  lilt  tlie  prccife  Aledium  of  en- 
couraging the  one,   without  difcouraging   the  other.     And 
this  Faculty  of  Difcerning  is  not  enough  neither,  without  a 
watchful  Afliduity  of  Application.     The  juft  Seafon   of  do- 
ing Things  muft  be  nick'd,  and  all  Accidents  obferv'd  and   i 
improv'd  :  For  weak  Minds  are  to  be  as  narrowly  attended, 
as  fickly  Bodies :   To  fay  nothing  of  the  infinite  Curiofity  d  < 
the  Operation,  in  the  forming  of  our  Lives  and  Manners :   4 
And  that  not  one  Man  of  ten  Thoufand  is  competently  qua-   t 
lifyM  for  the  Office.     Upon  the  whole  Matter,  there  muft  be  { 
an  Awe  maintain'd  on  the  one  Hand,  and  at  the  iame  time^ 
a  Love  and  Reverence  preferv'd  on  the  other.     And  all  this  ^ 
muft  be  prder'd   too  with  (b  gentle  a  Softnefs  of  Addrefi,  \ 
that  i;ire  may  not  hazard,  either  the  ftifling,  or  the  quenching  i 
of  generous  Inclinations,    by  bearing  too  hard  upon  them,  or  i 
the  licentiadng  of  any  Thing  that  is  courfc  and  vulgar,  out  of  4 
a  foolifli  Facility,  or  a  miftaken  Pity.     It  is  with  our  PaffiODS,  | 
as  it  is  with  Fire  and  Water,  they  are  good  Servants^  but  bai  i 
Majtersj  and  fubminifter  to  the  beft,  and  worftof  Purpofes,  at  i 
once.     This   is  enough  faid,  as  to  the  Wickedneis  and  die  4 
Fate  of  Pride  ;  the  ScKirce  and  Danger  of  it,  together  with  tbo  i 
only  fure  and  efFe£iual  Means  of  Remedy.  i 

The  Moral  leads  me  in  the  next  Place  to  confider  the  Fol-  I 
\j  of  both  the  Horfe  and  the  ^ ;  the  one  in  placing  his  Hap-  \ 
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piels  u|sori  kxty  thing  that  could  be  taken  away ;  and  the 
adier,  in  enyving  that  miftaken  Happinefs,  under  the  Abufe 
rf  die  iame  Iplendid  lUuAon  and  litipofture.  What  fignifies 
a  py  Furniture,  and  a  pamper'd  Carcafs  ;  of  any  othef  out- 
ipiid  Appearance,  without  an  intHnfick  Value  of  Worth  and 
Virtue  i  What  fignifies  Beauty,  Strength,  Youth,  Fortune^ 
cmbraider'd  Furniture,  gawdy  Bofles,  or  any  of  thofe  tem- 
porary and  uncertain  8atisfa£tions  that  may  be  taken  ftofti  us 
with  the  very  next  Breath  we  dhiw?  Whjtt  Affurance  can 
any  Man  have  of  a  Poileflion  that  every  Turn  of  State,  e-^ 
very  PuflFof  Air,  Change  of  Humour,  and  theleaftof  a  Mil- 
Gon  of  common  Cafualties  may  deprive  him  of?  How  ma- 
ny huffihg  Sparks  have  we  feen  in  the  World,  that  in  the 
fime  Day  have  been  both  th^  Idols,  and  the  Sport  and  Scorn 
cf  the  lame  Slaves  and  Fool^?  Nay,  how  many  Emperors 
and  Princes,  that  in  the  RuiFof  all  their  Glory  have  been 
.gken  down  from  the  Head  of  a  conquering  Army^  to  ihe 
Whed  of  the  Viaor's  Chariot?  Whefe's  that  Advantage  un- 
the  Sun  that  any  but  a  Mad-fnan  would  be  proud  of  ?  Ot 
's  that  Pride  it  felf  that  any  Mortal  in  hb  right  Wits, 
not  find  Reafbn  to  be  afliamed  of  ?  Take  it  fuigly,' 
what  18  there  more  in't  than  an  unnatural  and  uimianiy 
'ympanv,  that  rifcs  in  a  Bubble,  and  fpends  it  felf  in  a  Blaft  I 
*ake  it  m  Complication,  and  we  find  a  thouiand  Weaknefles, 
and  vexatious  cutting  Miferieswhiptu^  in' t.  What 
be  more  imprudent  than  to  aiFe£t  Reputation  by  the  Me- 
Uodsof  Infiuny?  To  afpire  to  Grtatnefs  by  the  Ways  of  be- 
Wning  odious  and  contemptible  ?  And  to  propofe  the  ere6l'^ 
ihgof  a  m^ty  Fabrick^  upon  a  Bottom  that  Will  certainly 
ihk  under  the  Wei^t? 

The  Dilappointments  of  thofe  that  build  their  Hopes  in  this 

^oild  upon  a  fidie  Bafis^    fall  under  theie  three  general 

The  Advand^es  we  value  our  felves  upon,   may  ei^ 

be  taken  from  us,   or  we  from  them ;    or,    which    is 

at  one,  we  may  be  brought  by  a  thoufand  Accidents  to 

the  Ufe  and  Relifh  of  them.     As  firft  for  the  purpofe  ; 

may  be  taken  from  us,  by  Cheats,  Robberies,  Suborna- 

falfe   Oaths,  Forgeries,  corrupt  Judges;    to  fay  no- 

of  Fires,  Earthquakes,  Tempefts,  Inundations,   Infiir- 

and  other  Violences  without  Number.     Secondly, 

^e  may  be  taken  from  them,  by  as  many  Ways  as  there  are 

'  of  this  WorU.     A  Fly,  or  a  Hair  fhall  do  the  Office  of  a 

K.     And  then. for  the  third  Branch,   an  Indifpofition,   a 

m^    an  acute  Pain,    an  impetuous  Paffion,    an  anxious 

E  Thought, 
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Thought,  Impotency  and  old  AgC)  (hall  do  the  Work  of  ta- 
king away  both  the  Guft  and  Coitifxt  of  them.  Nay,  tiii 
very  Lofs  of  one  Pleafure  is  enough  tQ  damp,  if  not  to  4^ 
ftroy  the  Reli(h  of  another. 

But  now  to  cany  the  AliuTion  one  Step  fartlKr  yet :  It  my 
be  literally  aflerted,  that  aU  proud  Men,  over  am  above  tfal 
Stroke  of  a  divine  Judgment,  are  mifeiable  even  in  dxtai- 
fclves,  and  that  no  Qtcumftances  in  this  World  can  ever  mrioB 
them  other.     Tlicir  Appetites  are  infiuiable,  and  their  Hoili 
confcquently  never  at  reft ;   whether  it  be  Wealth,  Power, 
Honour,  popular  Eftcem,  or  whatever  eHe  they  pretend  t^ 
They  envy,  and  they  are  envied.     Tis  iihpoffiUe  for 
'io  be  at  reft,  without  enjoying  what  is  impoffifale  fer 
to  attain.     They  live  gaping  after  more,  and  in  a 
f*car  of  lofing  what  they  have  already.     The  h^her  thqr  aie 
rais'd,  tlic  giddier  they  are ;  the  more  flippery  is  their  Sbmd- 
ing,  and  the  deeper  the  Fall.     Tlxy  are  never  wdl,  fo  long 
as  any  thing  is  above  them:   And  their  Ambition  attiiBt 
them  on  the  very  fupplanting  of  their  Maflers  and  Maken; 
when  yet  by  a  moft  ridiculous  Contradi£Hon,  they  lit  de- 
^ually  (in  the  very  fame  infiant)  at  the  mercy  of  tbe  Mei 
ilicy  moft  defpife.  '  [The  Silver^  being  ten  ibmMid  Tidemh  ^ 
given  to  thee  (fays  Ahafuerus  to  Haman)  tbe  Pt^  slfo^  U  i 
ii'ith  them  as  it  feemeth  good  unto  thee\  Eflher,  Qu  3.  V.  II.] 
Who  would  have  imagined  now,  that  the  ftiff  Croflhefiiof  I 
poor  Captive,  fhould  e^xr  have  had  the  Power  to  make  jHrmhA 
Seat  fo  uneafy  to  him  ?    Or  that  the  want  of  a  Cu  or  1 
Cringe  (hould  fo  mortally  difcompofe  him,  as  wc  find  after- 
wards it  did !  If  large  Pofleflions,  pompous  Titles,  honoar 
able  Charges,  and  profitable  Comnuffions ;  if  a  plentifiil  if 
fuc,   Court-Favours,    or  the  flowing  Bounty  of  a  gncbi 
Prince,  could  have  anade  this  proud  Man  happy,'  tbeie  woul 
have  been  nothing  wanting  to  his  Eftabliflunent.      Bot  al 
this  did  not  do  his  Work,  it  feems :  neither,  as  big  as  h 
was,  did  there  in  truth  need  any  great  Matter  to  unfetd 
him.     But  he  was  as  fure  to  fink  under  the  Infirmitv  of  hi 
own  Mind,  as  if  he  had  been  doom'd  to  fink  in  the  t^aie  c 
9  common  Ruin. 

.  lfl>en  Haman  faw  Mordecai  in  tbe  King^s  Gatfy  (fiiys  tl 
Text]  tb^it  hejfood  not  i^,  nor  moved  fir  him^  be  was  faB  < 
Indignation  againji  Mordccai.  Nevertbelefsj  Haman  rmim 
binifelf^  and  when  be  came  honuy  he  fent  and  called  fir  i 
Friends^  and  Terefli  his  JVifi^  and  told  them  of  tbe  Glory  efl 
Miches^  and  tbe  Multitude  rf  bis  Cbildnnj  and  all  tbe  tmi{ 
I  wbtrt 
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vrH  /^^  Aifff  Atfi/  promttid  hlm^  anii  hmv  he  bad  advaiuem 
iim  0itvt  tbi rrittces and  Snyants  tftheKing\  yea^  Efther/^/ 
^ui€U  (finrs  he)  dtd  Ut  ni  Aian  ctmu  with  the  King  unto  the 
Banquet  that  fite  bad  prepared^  hit  ny  felf\  and  to-morroW  am 
limnted  unt$  her  alfo  with  the  IGng.  FYet  all  this  availeth  me 
nothing,  lb  long  as  I  fee  Mordecai  the  jeiv  fitting  at  the  King^s 
Gate.]     Efther^  Ch.  5.  v.  9,,  10,  ii,  12,  13. 

This  Infianoeof  Hamatfs  Cafe  may  f^rve,  in  a  good  ilica<« 
fcre,  for  a  Moral  to  the  Arrogance  of  the  Hsrfe  hm,  in  the 
FaUe ;  only  Hamaifs  Pride  was  the  more  invidious  and  mali- 
doiis  of  the  t¥ro«  To  wind  up  the  Story,  Mordecai  was  ah 
Eye-fore  to  HamoHj  and  a  Gallows  ef  fifty  CuUts  high  tuaspre- 
Unredfor  him  hy  the  Order  ^Hainan,  Ch.  5.  v,  14.  But  tlic 
|Ung,  upon  Examinatioh  iS  the  Matter,  ordered  Hatnan  hinK> 
61f  to  be  hanged.  [&  ihey  hanged  Haman  upon  tbi  (Sallows  he 
bed  prepared  for  moiiiccai^  Ch.  7.  v.  10.]  Hainan* s  Pride, 
}n  fine,  was  a  Torment  to  him,  and  he  was  hot  only  puniih'd 
by  it,  and  for  it,  but  by  a  righteous  Judgment  of  Retaliation^ 
Ik  Afier'd  Destth  himfelf*  upoh  the  very  Gibbet  that  he  had 
(wovideA  for  Another. 

How  wretched  a  Creature  was  Haman  now,  even  in  the  Ca^^ 
teles  of  his  ixnral  Maftei-,  and  in  the  very  Rapture  of  all  his 
Glofies !  And  how  vain  again  were  all  the  Marks  and  £n- 
figns  of  his  (Character  and  Power ;  that  were  not  able  to 
fupport  him  againft  one  flighting  Look  of  a  fofry  Slave!  He 
hid  the  World  at  Will,  we  fee ;  but  all  was  sis  good  a6  no- 
thingto  him,  /•  long  as  he  ffnv  Mordecai  the  Jew  fitting  in 
the  Rn^s  Gate.  Where's  the  fober  Man  how,  that  would 
not  rather  chuie  to  be  Mordecai  in  the  Gate  upon  thefe  terms, 
than  to  ht  Haman  in  the  Palace?  The  one  had  the  BleiQng 
6f  aConfdcnce  that  fears  nothing  but  God;  the  other  was 
haunted  with  a  fimtaftical  Weaknefs  of  Mind,  tliat  makes  a 
Man  dread  every  thing,  and  fland  in  awe  of  his  own  Shadow ! 
A  Word,  a  Thought,  an  Imagination,  a  Countenance,  is  e- 
nough  to  break  his  Sleep,  and  to  (hake  the  very  Foundatiohs 
of  the  Babel  that  he  hafi  built.  He  fancies  every  Bolt  that's 
Jeveird  at  his  Vices,  to  be  pointed  at  his  Peifon,  and  finds 
himfelf  wounded  in  the  Morality  of  the  mofi:  innocent  Re- 
proof. He*s  a  Slave  to  all  PafEons,  all  Accidents,  and  all 
forts  of  Men.  A  Jefl,  a  Banter,  ^  I^ampoon,  nay,  a  Glance, 
an  Infinuation,  or  a  bare  Cafualtv,  with  the  Help  of  a  guilty 
Confcience,  azxl  a  fui'picious  (jlofs  of  Application,  i^^^c- 
nough  to  murder  him;  for  he  conceits  himfelf  to  be  ftiiick  at, 
Vfbtn  he  is  not  fo  much  as  thought  of:  As  I  dare  ajpcal  to 
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the  Confciences  of  a  thoufimd  top  gallant  Sparks,  that  wffl 
fancy  their  own  Cafe  to  be  the  Key  to  this  Moral.  He  makes 
himfelf  odious  to  his  Superiors,  by  his  Hati^dnel^ ;  to  his 
Equals,  by  a  reftlels  Courfe  of  famous  Competitions^  and 
tJien  he  never  fails  of  a  virulent  Hatred  and  Eniy  fiomthofe 
that  are  below  him :  fo  that  he's  befet  with  Enennes  on  aH 
Hands,  the  meancft  of  which  is  not  without  many  and  many 
a  way  to  the  wreaking  of  a  Malice,  and  to  the  gratifying  of 
a  Revenge.  As  to  the  Wretchednefi  of  his  Condition,  'tis 
all  a  C^fe  to  him,  whether  he  be  teiz'd  out  of  his  Life  b?  a 
Judgment  of  Flies  and  Lice,  or  ftung  to  Death  by  Fiery  &r- 
pents.  And  he  is  not  only  tormented  by  others,  but  tbe 
very  Tormentor  of  him(elf  too.  Nay,  rather  than  want  a 
colourable  Ground  of  Trouble,  he  creates  it.  His  Pride  k 
a  continual  Drought  upon  him,  and  a  Thirft  never  to  be 
quench'd.  His  Conscience,  his  Fancy,  his  Fears,  Jeakniiies^ 
and  Miftak^ :  Every  thing  helps  on  towards  hb  undoing. 
And  now  to  the  infinite  variety  of  Plagues  that  wait  upon  Pride, 
there  is  likewife  as  great  a  Diverlity  of  imperious  HuaKXiis 
for  this  Mifery  to  work  upon.  As  for  Example;  there  is  a 
Pride  of  Stomach,  a  Pride  of  Popularity,  a  Pride  of  Brow* 
Equipage  and  Parade.  There's  a  Pride  of  Tongue  with- 
out either  Brains,  or  Heart  to  fupport  it.  There^s  an  ukijeSt 
(in  fine)  and  there's  a  fiirly  Pride.  But  to  conclude,  there 
is  all  this,  and  a  thoufand  times  more  of  the  feme  kind  and 
Colour,  that  lies  naturally  couch'd  under  this  Allegory.  And 
not  one  Inflance  at  laft,  that  is  not  verify'd  by  many  and  mar- 
ny  an  Example. 

Now  as  to  the  Envy  of  the  Afs^  it  was  a  double  Folly;  for 
he  miflakes  both  the  Horfe\  Condition  and  his  own.  Tis 
Madnefs  to  envy  any  Creature  that  may  in  a  Moment  beoome 
miferable ;  or  for  any  Advantage  that  may  in  a  Moment  be 
taken  from  him.  The  Afs  envies  the  Hcrfe  to  day ;  and  in 
fome  few  days  more,  the  Horfe  comes  to  envy  him :  Where- 
fore let  no  Man  defpair,  fo  long  as  it  is  in  the  Power  either 
of  Death,  or  of  Chance,  to  remove  the  Burden.  Nothing 
but  Moderation  and  Greatnefs  of  Mind  can  make,  cither  a 
profpcr  us  or  an  adverfe  Fortune  eafy  to  us.  The  only  way 
to  be  happy  is  to  fubmit  to  our  Lot :  for  no  Man  can  be  pro- 
perly (aid  to  be  miferable  that  is  not  wanting  to  himfelf.  It 
is  certainly  true,  that  many  a  jolly  CoUer  has  a  merrier 
Heart  in  his  Stall^  than  a  Prince  in  his  Palace. 

Fab. 
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F  A  B.  39.    A  05at  and  a  GUtH^U. 

AJVeazle  had  fciz'd  upon  a  Bat^  and  the  Bat  bcgg'd 
for  Life.  No,  no,  fays  the  fVcazUy  I  give  no 
Quarter  to  Birds.  Ah,  (lays  the  Bat)  but  I  am  a 
Moufe  you  fee;  look  on  my  Body  elfc:  And  fo  fhe 
got  ofF  for  that  Bout.  The  fame  Bat  had  the  Fortune 
to  be*  taken  a  while  after  by  another  Wea%U ;  and 
Acre  the  poor  Bat  was  forced  to  b^  for  Mercy  once 
again.  No,  lays  the  fVeazU^  no  Mercy  to  a  Moufe. 
Wdl,  (lays  t'other)  but  you  may  fee  by  my  Wing; 
that  Vm  a  Bird ;  and  fo  the  Bat  fcap'd  in  both  Capaci- 
tics,  by  playing  the  7r/m»irr. 


Fab.  40.    A  05at,  "BirU?!,  and  TBeaff^* 

UPON  a  delperate  and  a  double  Battle  betwixt 
the  Birds  and  the  Beafts^  the  Bat  flood  Neuter ^ 
tin  flic  found  that  the  Beafts  had  the  better  on't,  and 
then  went  over  to  the  ftronger  Side.  But  it  came  to 
pais  afterward  (as  the  Chance  of  War  is  various)  that 
the  Birds  rally'd  their  broken  Troops,  and  carry'd 
the  Day ;  and  away  Ihe  went  then  to  toother  Party, 
where  ihe  was  tryM  by  a  Council  of  War  as  a  I>e* 
fertcr;  ftript,  bani(h*d,  and  finally  condemned  never 
to  fee  Day-light  again. 


Fab.  41.     An  €^X\t%  T5fcll!5,  and  Oi5ca(f0^ 

THE  EJiricb  is  a  Creature  that  palTes  in  common 
Reputation,  for  Half  Bird,  Half-Bea/i.  This 
awtpUbimu  Wretch  happened  to  be  taken  twice  the 
&ine  Day  in  a  Batde  betwixt  the  Birds  and  the  Beafts, 
and  as  an  Enemy  to  both  Parties.  The  Birds  would 
have  him  to  be  a  Beaft,  and  the  Beafts  concluded  him 
to  be  a  Bird ;  but  upon  ihewing  his  Feet  to  prove  that 
be  was  no  Bird,  and  upon  Ihewing  his  Win^s^  and  his 
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Beak^  to  prove  that  he  was  no  Beafi^  they  were  la^ 
tisfy'd  upon  the  whole  Matter,  that  though  he  leemkl 
to  be  both,  he  was  yet  in  Truth  neitlier  the  one  i^ 
the  other. 

The  Mo  R  A  L  of  the  three  Fables  above. 

Trimming,  in  fonu  Cafes^  is  foul  and  difimeft ;  in  fihers  lau- 
dabUy  and  in  fame  again  not  only  honeft  but  mceffinj.  The 
Nicety  lies  in  the  Skill  of  di/finguijbing  upm  Cafes y  Times  and 
Degrees. 

REFLECTION. 

W  E  are  here  taught  in  fome  Cafes  to  yield  to  Times  and 
Qccafions ;  but  with  a  Saving  ftill  to  Honour  and  toOm- 
fciencc.  A  wife  and  an  honeft  Man  will  always  mean  the 
fame  thing ;  but  he's  a  Fool  that  always  %s  the  (kme  thing;. 
£fop  however  condemns  the  double  Praoices  of  Trimmers^ 
^nd  all  falfe,  fhufHing,  and  ambidextrous  Dealings.  He  fpm 
alfo  to  underftand,  that  thofe  th^t  pretend  at  the  fiune.tiiw 
to  fervc  two  Mafters,  are  true  to  neither. 

The  three  Fables  next  above  have  a  great  Affinity  one  witfc 
another,  and  yet  not  without  (bme  remarkal^le  Dhrerfities 
xieither.  From  the  Emblem  of  the  Bat  and  fVeazUy  we  are  to 
gitlicr,  that  there  are  certain  Ways,  Cafes  and  Occafions, 
wherein  Difguifes  and  artificial  Evafions  are  in  fonw  meafuro 
allowable,  provided  only  th«at  there  be  no  fcandalous  or  ma* 
licious  Departure  from  the  Truth.  This  (hifting  of  the  Bat 
in  the  Paw  of  the  If^eaTdey  was  but  making  the  beft  of  what 
he  had  to  fay,  and  to  {hew  for  himfelf  toward  the  frying;  of 
,his  Life.  There  was  no  Breach  of  Faith,  or  of  Truft  in't ; 
no  abandoning  of  a  Duty,  no  Thought  of  Treachery ;  nor  in 
cfFcft  any  thing  more  in't  tlian  a  fair  Chriftian  Way  of  put- 
ting out  falfc  Colours. 

The  Bat  that  flood  Neuter  may  ferve  for  the  CharaSer  erf 
a  Time-ferving  Trimmer:  He  betrays  his  Party,  Firft,  in  with- 
drawing his  A^ftanoe ;  Secondly,  in  going  over  to  the  ftronger 
Side,  and  declaring  himfelf  an  ogcn  Enemy  when  his  Fdlovs 
had  the  worft  on't.  His  Judgment,'  in  fine,  was  juft,  and  if 
all  double  Dealers  and  Deferters  were  ferved  as  this  Bat  was, 
it  would  be  an  Example  of  Terror  p>  Renegujes,  and  of  En- 
couragement to  hoiieft  Men. 

Tte  EJhricb\%  Cafe  feems  to  be  diffiarent  from  the  other  two. 
He  jbught  (though  'tie  not  £ud  ga  which  Side)  and  be  was 

'*   *     -^  takeA 


/Esop's  Fables.  55 


uken  in  tbe  Bank.  He  had  the  Shape,  but  not  the  Heart  of 
t  TrimmiTj  and  it  was  rather  Nature  than  Fraud  that  brought 
him  off.  Now  there  arc  many  things  in  an  Affair  of  thi;? 
Quality  that  may  be  warrantable,  even  upon  the  niceft  Scru-r 
pies  of  Honour,  in  him  that  fuffers  the  Violence,  which  per- 
chance WQuM  not  be  fo  in  the  A^reflbr. 


Fab.  42.    A  8BoIf  and  a  JrO.^ 

AfFblf  that  had  a  mind  to  take  his  cafe,  ftpr'd 
hinifelf  privately  with  Provifions,  and  fo  kept 
dc^a^while.  Why,  how  now  Friend,  lays  a  Fox  to 
him,  we  han't  fcen  you  abroad  at  the  Chafe  this  many 
a  Day!  Why  truly,  fays  the  fFolfj  I  have  gotten  an 
IndiQx^fition  that  keeps  me  much  at  home,  and  I 
hope  I  (hall  have  your  Prayers  for  my  Recovery.  The 
fhx  had  a  Fetch  in*t,  and  when  he  faw  it  would  not 
bdgp  \  away  goes  he  prefently  to  a  Shepherd,  and 
tdb  him  ^diere  he  might  furprize  a  ff^olfj  if  he  had  a 
mind  to*t.  The  Shepherd  followed  his  Directions,  and 
dcftroy*d  him.  The  Fox^  immediately,  as  his  next 
Hoar  J  repairs  to  his  Cell,  and  takes  Poffeflion  of  his 
Stores ;  but  he  had  iittly  Joy  of  the  Purchafe,  for  in 
a  very  Ihort  time,  the  lame  Shepherd  did  a^  much  for 
die  roXf  as  he  had  done  bdkxc  for  the  ff^olf. 

The  MoR  AL. 

*7If  with  Sharpers  as  Uis  with  Piies^  they  frej  upon  their  mm 
UhJ  ;  0tul  'tis  47  fUafiini  Scene  enough^  when  Thieves  fall  out 
mmg  ihemfiheSf  t9  fee  the  cutting  of  one  Diamonelwth  an- 
mber. 

REFLECTION. 

^IS  impoffiUc  for  an  envious  Man  to  be  happy.  He 
anko  the  World  his  EnemieS)  and  the  Mi(chief  that  he  does 
«D  others,  vetums  in  a  Jut^ment  upon  his  own  Head.  There's 
no  tfufting  of  a  crafty  defigning  Knave.  I  do  not  fpeak  of 
the  Tnift  of  Privacy  arid  Confidence  only ;  but  a  wife  Man 
would  not  fo  much  as  venture  himlelf  in  fuch  Company,  nor 
kt  him  ooipe  wi^jiin  diihnce  of  fo  much  as  knowing  iww  to 
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put  a  trick  upon  him.  This  Fabk  (hews  us  the  Dapger  of 
fuch  Conyerigtioii.  And  it  {hews  us  likewife  (he  juft  Fatjp 
that  attcn(Js  tfic  Treachery,  even  of  pne  Traitor  to  another: 
The  ^^had  ^  Defign  upon  the  Fox;  the  Fos^bfui^  Counter- 
Pefign  upon  the  ffilf;  (which  was  ho  more  th^n  a  couple  of 
craf^  Knaves  weD  match'd)  and  the  Shepherd  did  juftice  up? 
on  them  both. 


F  A  B.  43.    A  Stag  Drinking. 

AS  a  Stag  vTas  drinking  upon  the  Bank  of  a  dear 
Stream,  he  (aw  Iii§  Iniage  in  the  Water,  and 
entered  into  this  Contemplation  upon't.  Well!  lays 
he,  if  thele  pitiful  Shanks  of  mine  were  but  anfirar- 
able  to  this  branching  Head,  I  can't  but  think  how  I 
fhould  defy  all  my  Enemies.  The  Words  were  hardly 
out  of  his  Mouth,  but  he  difcover*d  a  fkck  of  Ejogs 
coming  full  Cry  towards  him.  Away  he  fcpurs  crofi 
the  Fields,  cajls  off  the  Dogs,  and  gains  a  Wood; 
but  prefling  through  a  I'hicket,  the  Buflics  held  him  by 
the  Horns,  till  the  Hoimds  came  in  and  pluck'd  him 
down.  The  laft  thing  he  faid  was  this,  What  an  un* 
happy  Fool  was  I,  to  take  my  Friqnds  for  minq  Enemies, 
and  my  Enemies  for  my  Friends !  J  trufted  to ,  ^ny 
Heady  that  has  betray'd  me ;  and  I  found  fai^lt  with  my 
Legs  J  that  would  otherwife  have  brought  me  off. 

The  Moral. 

He  that  does  not  throughly  know  himfelf^  may  he  well  aHou/J  to 
make  a  falfe  Judgment  upon  9ther  Afatters  that  nrnfi  marly 
concern  him, 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  is  to  ihew  us  how  perveriely  we  judgp  of  many 
Thji^,  ai|d  take  the  wo|fe  for  the  better ;  and  the  better  for 
the  worfei  upon  a  veiy  great  Miftake,  both  in  what  we  de- 
fpife,  an4  in  what  we  admire.  But  we  are  rather  for  that 
which  is  f^ir,  s^nd  plaufible  in  Appearance,  than  for  that  which 
}s  plain  and  profitable  in  EfieAj  even  to  the  Degree  of  prefer-' 
ring  Thii^gs  (en^iral  (o  eternal. 
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.  He  that  would  know  himfelf,  muft  look  into  himfelf.  ^Tk 
only  the  RefemManite,  or  the  Shadow  that  he  fees  in  the  Glafs, 
not  the  Man.  Tis  one  Thing  to  &ncy  Greatnefs  of  Mind ; 
another  Thing  to  pnidice  it ; .  for  a  Body  loay  promife,  nay 
and  refolve  upon  many  Things  in  Contempbtion,  that  he  can 
never  make  good  upon  Trial.  How  did  the  Stag  delpife  the 
Ddgs  here,  at  the  Sight  of  his  armed  Head  in  the  Fountain ; 
but  his  Heart  went  quite  to  another  Tun^,  when  (he  Hound* 
jirere  at  the  Heels  of  him.  We  are  likewife  taught  hene,  how 
fubjed  vain  Men  are  to  glory  in  that  which  commonly  tends 
to  their  Lois,  their  Misfortune,  their  Shame ;  and  their  veiy 
Deftni£tion ;  and  yet  at  Uie  &me  Time  to  take  their  beft  Frienda 
for  their  Enemies.  But  there's  a  huge  Difference  Ibetwixt  a 
felfe  Conception  of  Things,  and*  the  true  Nature  and  Reafon 
of  them.  The  Stag  prided  himfelf  in  his  Horns,  that  after- 
ward (hackled,  and  were  the  Ruin  of  him ;  but  made  flight  of 
his  pitiful  Shanksj  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  his  branching 
Head,  would  have  brought  him  o£ 


F  A  B.  44.    A  anafce  and  a  iFiff ♦ 

THere  was  a  Snake  got  into  a  Smith's  Shop,  and 
fell  to  licking  of  a  Fik :  She  law  the  File  bloody, 
and  ftill  the  bloodier  it  was,  the  more  eagerly  fhe 
IkJL'd  it ;  upon  a  fooliih  Fancy,  that  it  was  the  File 
that  Ued,  and  that  fhe  herfelf  had  the  better  on't. 
In  the  Gondufion,  -when  fhe  could  lick  no  longer, 
ihe  fell  to  biting ;  but  finding  at  lad:  (he  could  do  no 
more  gpod  upon't  with  her  Teeth  than  widi  her 
Tongue,  fhe  fairly  left  it. 

The  MoR  AL. 

'Tts  a  Madnefs  to  Jland  htting  and  fnafplng  at  any  Thing  to  m 
mamur  of  Purpoftj  more  than  /the  gratifying  an  Impotent  Rage^ 
in  the  fancy  of  hurting  another^  when  in  Truth^  wo  onfy 
wound  our  fehes^ 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  Fabk  fets  out  the  Malignity  of  fome  fpitefiil  Peo- 
ple, that  take  fo  much  Pleafure  in  the  Defign  of  hurting 
(icfaers,  as  npt  tQ  feel,  and  un4erfbuid  that  tbey  only  hu{t 
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tfacmfetves.  This  is  the  Oife  of  thole  that  wiUbetiyii^Ma* 
fteries  with  their  Superion,  and  biting  of  that  which  is  toe 
hard  for  their  Teeth.  There's  no  contending  with  an  Adi^er* 
bxj  that's  either  inlenfibk  or  iavincihte  j  gnd  the  Rule  holds, 
in  Matters,  not  only  of  adhial  Force  and  Violence,  but  el 
Fortune  and 'good  Name;  for  *tis  no  better  than  downright 
Madnefs,  to  ftrike  where  we  have  no  Power  to  hurt,  and  to 
contend  where  we  are  Aire  to  be  worfted.  The  Do£faine  ii 
this.  That  every  Man  &ould  confider  hi»  own  Strength,  and 
a6t  accordingly. 

F  A  B.  45t   A  League  betwixt  the  QKSciItieSI  and 

the  ^iieep^ 

THere  was  a  Time  when  the  Shop  were  k  hanly  as 
to  wage  War  with  the  IVolves  \  and  i^  ]xm%  as 
they  had  the  Dogs  for  their  Allies,  they  were  upon  all 
Encounters,  at  leaft  a  Match  for  their  Enemies.  Upon 
this  Confideration,  the  IVchis  fent  their  Embaflaoon 
to  the  Sheep  J  to  treat  about  a  Peace,  and  in  the  mean 
Time  there  were  Hoftages  given  on  both  fides  \  thfc 
Dogs  on  the  Part  of  the  Sheep ^  and  the  Wohes  IVt^ 
pn  the  other  Part,  till  the  Matters  m^t  be  brought  te 
fin  Ifiwe.  While  they  were  upon  Treaty,  the  tn^ 
feu  a  howling  \  the  JVohes  cry*d  out  Tr^ibni  and  pre- 
tending an  Infraftion  in  th^  Abufe  of  their  Hoftag^ 
fell  upon  the  Sheep  immediately  without  their  Jiogs^ 
imd  inade  them  pay  for  the  Improvidence  of  leaving 
ithemfelyes  without  a  Guard. 

The  Moral. 

*77i  SenfeUfs  in  the  higbeft  Degree^  to  tbmiof  eJftfUifiuMg  an  M- 
liance  am$ng  thofe  that  Naturt  herfelf  has  dnndidy  h^aair- 
reccmcilahU  Difagnemnt.  Befide  that  afidi/^  P^ce  is  much 
more  4^J}ruflive  than  a  bloody  War. 

REFLECTION. 

T  O  uice  this  Fable  in  a  political  Senfe }  a  Peace  that  puts 
People  out  of  Condition  of  Defence,  in  the  Cafe  of  a  War^ 
siuft  expert  a  War  ^  and  fuch  a  Stato  as  leaves  thtm  at  tke 
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Mercjr  of  an  Enemy,  is  worfc  than  War  itfelf.     There's  no 
tnifting  to  the  Artides  and  Formalities  of  an  out-^fide  Peace, 
upon  the  pretended  Reconciliation  of  an  implacable  Enemy, 
Chrifttan  Religion  bids  us  forgive :  But  Chriftian  Prudence 
bids  us  have  a  Care  too,  whom  ve  truft.     Tis  JCift  in  the 
World  as  it  is  in  the  Jpobgue.     Truces  and  Ceuations  are 
both  made,  and  broken,  for  prefent  Convenience ,  and  where 
the  Allies  find  they  may  be  the  better  for*t,  we  may  lay  down 
this  for  an  undoubted  Truth,  that  there  can  never  want  a 
Colour  for  a  Rupture,  where  there's  a  good  Will  to't.     *Tis 
no  new  Thing  in  the  World  for  the  Dogs  that  are  to  keep  the 
Wthuts  from  worrying  the  Sheepy  to  be  delivered  up  to  the 
Enemy  for  Hoilages,    for  fear  the  Sheep  ihould  worry  the 
Wohes.     This  was  our  very  Cafe  within  the  Memory  of 
Man,  when  Matters  were  brought  to  the  fame  Ifluc  in  the 
Kingdom  by't,  that  they  are  here  in  the  Fable :  Witnefs  the 
feveral  and  feveral  Treaties  and  Propofals  tliat  were  fet  on  foot 
under  the  Countenance  of  a  good  Will  to  Peace :  Where  only 
fuch  Conditions  where  infiffed  upon  by  the  defigning  Party, 
as  would  be  almoft  equally  deftru£tlvc  to  all   honeft  Men, 
whether  they  were  grantee!  or  refufed.     The  one  Way  the 
WUves  were  to  hav^  the  Sheet  left  at  Mercy ;  and  the  other 
Way,  the  Scandal  was  turn'd  upon  the  Renifers,  as  the  Ene- 
mies of  an  Accommodation ;  nay,  and  the  very  D^s  were 
tum'd  into  Wihes  too ;  while  lawyers,  and  Divines,  made 
die  Law  and  the  Gofpel  Febm  of  themfelvesj    and  fuborn'd 
the  Scriptures  againft  the  very  Chrlil  and  his  Apoftles, 


■•1^^ 


Fab*  45.    An  ajC  and  a  JToiClf^ 

A  Carpenter  ;|ut  had  got  the  Iron  Work  of  an  ^x 
ah%ady,  went  to  the  next  Fcreji  to  b^  only  lo 
much  Wood  as  would  makb  a  Handle  to'c  The  Mat- 
ter feem'd  io  imallf  that  the  Requeft  was  eafily  grunt- 
ed ;  but  when  the  Timber  Trees  came  to  find  that  the 
whde  Wood  was  to  be  cut  down  by  the  Help  of  this 
Handle;  ^er^s  no  Remedf^  they  ay'd,  but  PatiencCy 
'xhm  Ttofk  art  undine  ty  tbcir  mm  Folfy. 
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Fab.  47*    A  Ctee  and  a  CQJeOffe. 

A  Workman  was  cutting  down  a  Tree  to  make 
fTedges  of  it.  WeU!  lays  the  3r^r,  I  cannot  but 
be  cxtreamly  troubled  at  the  Thought  of  what  I  am 
now  a  doing ;  and  I  do  not  fo  much  complain  neither, 
of  the  Ax  that  does  the  Execution,  as  of  the  Man 
that  guides  it ;  but  it  is  my  Mifery  that  I  am  to  be  dc- 
ilroy'd  by  the  Fruit  of  my  own  Body. 


Fab.  48.    The  COffle  and  arcoftl^ 

AN  Eagle  that  was  watching  upon  a  Rock  once  for 
a  Hare^  had  the  ill  Hap  to  be  ftruck  with  an  Jr- 
rmo.  This  Arrow^  it  feems  was  feathered  from  her 
own  Wing,  which  very  Confideration  went  nearer  her 
Heart,  fhe  iaid,  than  Death  itfelf. 


Fab.  49.    A  C&ruflj taken  with  '3I5irllIime^ 

IT  was  the  Fortune  of  a  poor  Thrujhj  among  other 
Birds,  to  be  taken  with  a  Bufh  of  Lime-TvHgSj  and 
the  mifcrable  Creature  reflcfting  upon  it,  that  the 
chief  Ingredient  in  the  Birdlime  came  out  of  her  own 
Guts :  I  am  not  half  fo  much  troubled,  fays  the  Tbn^y 
at  the  Thou^t  of  dying,  a3  at  the  Fatality  of  contri- 
jbuting  to  my  own  Ruin. 

The  Moral  of  the  four  Fables  above. 

Nothing  goes  nearer  a  AHan  in  his  Misfortunes^  than  to  find  bim- 
felf  undone  hy  bis  own  Folly ^  or  but  any  JVay  accejfary  to  bis 
3wn  Ruin, 

REFLECTION. 

THE  Fables  of  the  Ax-Handle^  and  ^ff^edgey  ferve  to  pre- 
caytipn  us  not  to  put  ourfelves  needlcfly  upon  an  after-Gimc, 
but  to  weigh  bcforc-hand  what  we  fev,  and  do.     We  fbould 

hav'C 


m^ 


/Esop*s  Fables.  6i 

lave  a  Care  how  we  ann  our  Enemies  againft  oiiifivcs;  Ibr 
there's  nothing  goes  nearer  a  Man  than  to  be  undone  1^  fab 
own  Improvidence;  and  nothing  afterward  more  ridiodousi^ 
dan  to  Uame  Fortune  for  our  own  Faults:  Tho'  we  axe  lb 
fraoi'd  by  Nature,  in  rc^ieft  of  our  Souls  and  Bodies,  that  one 
Part  of  a  Man  is  ftill  wounded  by  the  other.  Nothing  lb 
much  troubled  the  £^  and  the  Tlmjb^  as  the  Thoif^  of 
afiftii^  to  their  own  DcftruAion. 

Thnc's  no  livii^  in  thb  World  without  an  Exchai^  of 
civil  Oflkxs,  and  die  Need  we  have  one  of  another,  goes  a 
great  Wajr  towards  the  making  of  us  love  oneanother.     How 
is  this  AnutVy  and  Communication  to  be  entertained  now,  but 
hy  the  Commerce  of  givii^  and  receiving  i  Reafon  and  Ex- 
perience are  fufficient  to  convince  us  of  the  Neoeifitv  of  fuch 
a  Correipondence;  and  this  Fidion  of  the  Ax  and  tne  Ftrefi^ 
and  fo  of  the  7r^(f  and  the  Wtigty  (hews  us  the  Dai^jpr  of  it 
too,  if  it  be  not  manag'd  with  a  provident  Refpe&  to  aO  the 
Niceties  of  Ciicumflance,  and  Contii^ency  in  the  Cafe.  Peo- 
ple have  got  a  Cuftom,  'tis  true,  of  computing  upon  the  pre- 
fent  Need,  and  Value  of  Things,  without  ever  heedii^  the 
Confequences  of  them :  As  if  all  our  Askings,  and  our  Grant- 
mgs  were  to  be  governed  by  the  Standard  of  the  Market.    '7tf 
f^  pitiful  a  Bufimfsy  fays  one,  and  //  was  fofmall  a  Things  (aj-s 
another;  and  yet  this  pitifid  Bufmejs^  and  thb  finmll  Tbifig^ 
proves  at  lafl  to  be  as  much  as  a  Man's  Life,  Honour,  and 
Efiate  is  worth.     Alas!  What's  a  Handle  for  an  Ax^  out  of 
a  whole  Fmreft!  What's  the  writing  of  a  Man's  Name,  or  the 
Cnring  ay,  or  no  to  a  Queftion?  And  yet  the  very  Safety  and 
Honour  of  our  Prince  and  Country,  and  the  Sum  of  our  Wellr 
being  lies  many  a  Time  at  flake  upon  the  liTue  of  doing  either 
the  one  or  the  other.     Nay,  and  let  the  People  we  have  to  do 
withal  be  never  fo  Juft  and  Honeft,  it  is  yet  a  Temerity,  and  a 
FoDy  inexculable,  to  deliver  up  ourielves  needlefiy  into  ano- 
ther's Power :  For  he  that  doth  any  Thing  raflily,  muft  be  ts^- 
ken  in  Equity  of  Conftru£lion  to  do  it  willingly :  For  he  was 
free  to  deliberate  or  not:  'Tis  good  Advice  to  confider,  firft. 
What  the  Thing  is  that  is  defired.     Second,  The  Chara£tej  of 
the  Perfon  that  asks.     Third,  What  ufe  may  be  made  on't  to 
the  Detriment  of  him  that  grants  the  Requeft,  and  fo  to  re/blve 
how  far  in  Dutv,  Humanity,  Prudence,  Juftice,  and  Refpe£t, 
we  are  to  comply  with  it.     Wherefoever  there  is  moral  Right 
on  the  one  Hand,  no  fecondary  Intereft  can  difcharge  it  on 
the  other.  A  Prifoner  upon  Parole  muft  furrendcr  himfclf  up- 
on demand,  though  he  die  for't.     A  Man  may  contribute  to 
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his  own  kuin  feversJ  Wajrs ;  but  in  Cafts  not  to  bt  feidcen^ 
and  fo  not  to  be  prevented,  it  may  be  his  Misfortune^  aiid  the 
Man  not  to  blame.  We  aie  not  to  omit  Pxecaution  faoweveri 
for  fear  an  ill  ufe  Ihould  be  itude  of  thofe  thii^  that  \ve  do,  e- 
ren  with  a  gpod  Intention  ;  but  we  are  ftill  t6.diftingui(h  be« 
twixt  what  may  poflibly,  and  what  v^  probably  be  ddhe^  ac« 
cording  to  the  bcft  Meaiures  We  can  takt  of  the  End  of  ask** 
ing  ;  for  there  would  be  no  Place  kft  for  the  Fundiotii  of  hu- 
man Society,  if  the  Poffibility  of  abufuig  a  Itindnefi  ihould 
wholly  divert  us  from  the  Exercife  of  Charity  and  fiood  Na-* 
ture.  There  may  be  great  Mifchirf  wrought  vet,  withoHt  a- 
tiy  Thing  of  a  previous  Malice,  and  it  may  oe  hazaldous  to 
yield,  even  where  the  Propofai  is  wholly  innocent.  There 
may  be  other  Propofitions  again,  that  were  originally  defign'd 
for  Snares,  to  the  (hort-fighted  and  credulous;  now  'tis  the  Art 
of  Life,  critically  to  diicern  the  one  Cafe  from  the  other. 

There  needs  little  more  to  be  faid  to  the  Emblemsof  the Ay/r 
and  the  Thrujhy  than  to  obferve,  that  both  by  ChaiJbe^  and  by 
Nature,  we  are  made  acceilary  to  our  own  Ruins :  And  that  s 
enough  to  trouble  a  Body,  though  not  to  condeom  him. 


Fab.  50.     The  TSellp  and  fl9em6ecsf^ 

THE  Commoners  of  Rofne  were  gone  ofF  once  Into  ii 
direA  Padion  againft  the  Smate.  They^d  pay  no 
^axes^  nor  be  forced  to  bear  ArmSy  they  £iia^  and 
^twas  againft  the  liberty  of  the  SubjeSl  to  pretoid  ta 
compel  them  to't.  The  Sedition,  in  fhort,  ran  fo  hi^ 
that  there  was  no  Hope  of  reclaiming  them,  till  Me-^ 
fienius  Agrippa  brought  them  to  their  Wits  agam  bjf 
this  yipolcgue. 

The  Hands  and  the  Feet  were  in  a  defperate  Mutiny 
once  againft  the  Belly.  They  knew  no  Realbn,  tfaey" 
faid,  why  the  one  fhouSd  lie  la:2ing,  and  pailiperii^ 
itfelf  with  the  Fruit  of  the  others  Labour ;  and  if  thd 
Body  would  not  work  for  company,  riie/d  be  no  loi^ 
at  the  Charge  of  maintaining  it.  Upon  this  Mutiny^ 
they  kept  the  Body  fo  long  without  Nourifhment,  that 
all  the  Parts  fufFer*d  for  it :  Infomuch  that  the  Hands 
and  Feet  came  in  the  G)nclufion  to  find  their  Miftake#  - 
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atidlvtsi^  hav^  been  willing  then  to  have  done  their 
CMfice  \  but  it  was  now  too  late,  for  the  Bodj^  was 
fo  pinM  Widi  over-Fafting,  that  it  was  wholly  out 
of  Condition  to  receive  the  Benefit  of  a  Relief:  which 
gave  them  to  underftand,  that  Body  and  Members  are  to 
live  and  die  together. 

The  Moral. 

He  PuhUck  is  hit  one  Bodyy  and  the  Prince  the  Head  otit ;  fa 
that  what  Member  foever  witbdraws  his  Service frtm  the  Heady 
is  no  better  than  a  negative  Traitor  to  bis  Country. 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  Afl^rv  is  a  political  Reading  upon  the  State  and 
Condition  of  civil  Communities,  where  the  Members  have 
their  feveral  CMfices,  and-  every  Part  contributes  refpc<EliveIy 
to  the  Preftrvation  and  Service  of  the  whole.  'Tis  true,  their 
Operations  are  more  or  lefs  noble,  but  the  mechanical  Fa« 
cultics  can  no  more  be  fpared  than  the  intelleAual,  and  tbofe 
that  ferve  in  Council  >under  an  Appearance  of  Reft,  are  yet  as 
bufy,  and  as  neceflary,  in  their  Functions,  as  thofe  that  are 
a£hully  and  viilbly  in  Motion,  Here's  a  Caution,  in  fine,  to 
the  Menibersj  to  ha\'e  a  care  how  they  withdraw  thcmfelves 
f^iB  their  Duties,  till  it  fhall  be  too  late  for  their  Superiors  to 
make  uleof'them. 

Tliere  is  fo  near  an  Analogy  betwiTa  the  State  of  a  Body  na- 
tural, and  politique,  that  the  Neceffity  of  Government  and 
Obedience  cannot  be  better  reprefented.  The  Motions  of  a 
p£ipalar  FaAion  are  fb  violent,  and  unreafonable,  that  nei- 
ther Philofophy,  Prudence,  Experience,  nay,  nor  tlie  holy 
Writ  itfdf,  has  the  Power  (ordinarily  fpeaking)  to  work 
upon  them.  If  People  would  allow  themlelves  Time  for 
Thought  and  Condderation,  they  would  find  that  the  Confer- 
ration  of  the  Body  depends  upon  the  proper  Ufe  and  Service 
of  dielcvcralP^TTfj,  and  that  the  Intereft  of  every  diftinA 
Member  of  it,  is  wrapt  up  in  the  Support,  and  Maintenance 
of  the  wboUy  which  obli|es  them  all  to  labour,  in  their  re- 
fpeftive  Offices  and  FunSions  for  the  common  Good.  There 
fitedtgrees  of  Dignity  (no  doubt  on*t)  in  both  Cafes,  and 
one  Part  is  to  be  fabfervient  to  another,  in  the  Order  of  ci- 
vil Policy,  as  wdl  as  in  the  Frame  of  a  Man's  Body  :  So 
that  they  are  mightily  out  of  the  Way,  that  take  eatii^  and 
drinking,  and  un-Uting  and  uti-drinking,  in  a  Courfe  of  Vi- 
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ciffitude,  with  other  Offices  of  Nature  that  .i^re  commvi,  f0. 
Beafts  with  Men,  to  be  the  great  Bufinefiof  Mankind^  widi- 
out  any  further  Regard  to  the  Faculties^  and  Duties  of.  our 
realbnable  Beiiig :  For  e\'ery  Member  has  its  proper  and  relpec- 
tive  FunAion  affign'd  it^  and  not  a  Finger  fuficrs  but  the' 
tyhole  feels  on^t; 


Fab.  51.    An  3pe  and  a  JTOJC* 

AN  Ape  that  found  tnany  Inconvenlencie^  by  fgSlKg 
bare-arfe^  went  to  1  FoSc  that  had  a  v^-ipread, 
bufliy  ^aily  and  begged  of  him  only  a  little  Piece  on*t 
to  cover  his  Nakednels :  For  (fays  he)  you  have  e- 
nough  for  both,  and  what  needs  more  than  you  have 
Occafion  for  ?  Well,  John  (lays  the  Fox)  be  it  more^ 
or  be  it  lels,  you  get  not  one  lingle  Hair  on^t ;  for  { 
would  have  ye  know.  Sirrah^  the  Tail  of  a  Fox  was 
never  made  for  the  Buttocks  of  an  Ape. 

The  Moral. 

Providence  has  ajfigtfd  evei-y  Creature  its  Jfatioriy  lot^  make  and 
Jj^gure ;  and  Uis  not  for  us  tojidnd  correSfing  the  IVirh  ef  an 
incomprehenftble  jyifdonty  and  an  almighty  Power. 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  is  to  reprove  the  impertinent,  ufelefs,  and  unrea-* 
fonable  Demands  of  thofe  that  firft  ask  what  another  can-^ 
not  part  with,  unlefe  he  be  a  ftark  Fool,  or  a  Madman*  And 
2.  That  which  if  they  could  obtain  would  be  of  no  Ufe,  or 
Benefit  to  them  at  all  The  old  Moral  carries  it  to  thofe  alio 
that  will  part  with  nothing  to  the  Poor,  even  out  of  their 
Superfluities:  But  it  feems  to  be  abominably  wrcfted,  for 
neither  did  the  One  want,  nor  had  the  other  any  thing  x» 
(pare. 

There  arc  certain  Rules  to  be  obferved,  as  well  in  alkii^ 
as  denying.  Things  againft  Nature  are  unreafonable  on  botk 
Sides.  Things  Impoflible  are  ridiculous  in  the  very  Propoial  | 
and  things  which  the  one  cannot  fpare,  and  the  other  will 
be  never  the  better  for,  fell  naturally  within  the  Compals  of 
Exceptions  :  That  is  to  fay,  thofe  things  that  we  know  not 
what  to  do  withal  if  we  had  them ;  and  thofe  things  ^ii^ 
I  which 
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which  another  cannot  part  with,  but  to  his  own  Lois  and 
Shame.  Thefe  Points  are  the  very  Conditions  of  this  FaUe. 
Here's  a  general  Caution  againft  extravagant  Deiires,  and  yet 
let  the  Refuial  be  never  fo  juft,  It  ispdffibk.  however,  that  a 
Man  may  oppole  a  moft  unconfcionabte  {Lequeft  fi^  an  un- 
juftifiabte  Reafon;  as  in  the  Cafe  for  the  Purpofe  of  an  ill- 
natur'd  Denial,  out  of  a  Diflike  of  the  Man,  rather  than  of 
the  thing  it  felf. 

The  Application  of  this  Fable  to  Avarice,  that  will  part 
with  nothing,  feems  to  be  wrefted;  for  it  ftrikes  more  proper- 
ly upon  the  FoUv  of  Peoples  not  being  iatisfy'd  with  die  Ap* 
I  pointmeiits  of  Nature.  An  Jpe  with  a  Tail  would  be  as  fcan<- 
daknis  as  a  Fox  without  one.  w  hy  (hoald  not  any  one  Crea- 
ture envy  the  Whole,  as  well  as  any  one  Part  of  another  } 
And  whyihould  not  znApe  be  as  much  troubled  that  he  has  no 
Wii^s^  as  that  he  has  no  Tiiilf  This  grumbling  Hum6ur  has 
Envy  in  it.  Avarice,  and  Ingratitude,  and  fets  up  it  fidf^  in 
fine,  againft  all  the  Works  of  the  Creation. 


i 


F  A  B.  5  2.    A  lack  and  her  ^OUns  ^W^^ 

THere  was  a  Brood  dl young  Larks  in  the  Com,  wd 
the  Dam^  when  (he  went  abroad  to  forage  for 
them,  laid  a  ftridt  Charge  upon  her  Utile  onesy  to  pick 
up  what  News  they  coild  get  againft  fhe  came  back 
*  again.  They  told  her  at  her  Return,  that  the  Owner 
of  the  Field  had  been  there,  and  order'd  his  Neigh- 
bours to  come  and  reap  the  Com.  Well,  lays  the  Old 
One^  diere's  no  Danger  yet  thcfn.  They  told  her  the 
next  Dl^y  that  he  had  been  there  again,  and  defir^d 
his  Friends  to  do't.  Well,  well,  lays  Ihc,  there^s  no 
hurt  in  that  neither :  and  fo  Ihe  went  out  progging 
£»*  Provifions  again  as  before.  But  upon  the  third 
Day,  when  they  told  their  Mother,  that  the  Mafter 
and  hb  Son  appointed  to  come  next  Morning,  and  do't 
themlHves.  Nay  then,,  fays  Ihe,  ^tis  time  to  look 
ixfot  w:  As  for  the  Neighbours  and  Friends,  I  fear 
Ian  not ;  but  die  Mafter  I'm  furs  wiU  be  as  good  as 
for  'tis  his  own  Bufinels. 

F  Fab. 
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Fa  fi.  53-     The  ©tag  and  the  i^tttl^ 

ASit^  that  was  hand  fet  by  the  Huntfmen,  betool 
)i&rifelf  to  a  Stall  for  Sindtuary,  and  preraiP 
With  "the  Oxen  to  conceal  him  the  bcft  they  could,  1 
they  covered  him  with  Straw,  and  by  and  by  in  com, 
ihe  Keeper  to  dreis  the  Ottle,  and  to  feed  them 
and  when  he  had  done  his  Work,  he  went  his  way  witfa 
out  «hy  Difcovcry.  TYii^Stag  reckoned  hinilelf  by  thi 
time  to  be  out  of  all  danger;  but  one  of  the  Ox»i  tha 
had  mdit  Brains  than  his  Fellows,  advisM  liim  not  % 
be  too  confident  neither :  for  the  Servant,  lays  he,  i 
a  piizling  Fool  that  heeds  nothhig ;  but  when  nr 
Mafter  comes,  he*ll  have  an  eye  here^  and  tbere^  am 
every  where,  and  will  moft  cercunly  find  ye  out.  Up 
on  the  very  fpeaking  of  the  Word,  in  comes  the  Ma 
ftcr,  and  he  (pies  out  twenty  Faults,  I  warrant  ye 
this  was  not  well,  and  that  was  not  well  ;  till  a 
laflr,  as  he  was  pryir^  and  groping  up  and  down,  b 
felt  the  Horns  ef  the  Slag  under  the  Straw,  and  i 
made  Prize  of  him. 

The  Moral  of  the  two  Fables  above* 

He  that  W9uld  be  fur  e  to  have  his  Bufmefi  well  dme^  mmft  «/Ji! 
do  it  himfelfy  fur  fee  the  doing  of  it  \  hefiie  that  many  -a  gm 
Servant  is  fpbiPd  by  a  carelefs  Majfer. 

REFLECTION. 

INTEREST  does  more  in  the  World  than  Faith  an 
4{oneftv ;  for  Men  are  more  (eniiblc  in  their  own  Caie  tiai 
in  another's ;  which  is  ail  but  according  to  the  old  Saying 
Command yow  Marty  and  do*t  yourfclf.  Neither,  in  truth,  i 
•it  reaibnabie  that  another  ihculd  be  more  careful  of  me,  tbtf 
I  am  of  my  felf.  Every  Man's  Bufinels  is  b^  done,  when  1l 
looks  after  it  with  his  Own  Eyes  :  And,  in  fliort,  when  iVifi 
Man  loots  to  one^  the  Care  is  taken  for  ail. 

Wc  are  likewife  given  to  underffand  in  the  MtsfintoM 
and  Miftake  of  the  Stagy  how  rare  a  Felicity  it  is  for  a  Mil 
in  Diftrcis  to  find  out  fuch  a  Patron  as  has  the  Will  and  dn 
Refolution,  the  Skill  and  the  Po^v'cr,  to  relieve  him;  aad  dHl 

il 
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not  every  Man's  Talent  neitlitr  to  r^^  the  h^  tfa  tad. 
te.  The  Morality  of  this  Caution  is  a^  gQo4  t  Ldlbn  to 
rem^ients  as  to  private  Families.  For  a  Print's  leavu^ 
3ufine(s  wholly  to  his  Minifiers,  without  a  ftri^  Eye  over 
11  in  their  refpcAive  Offices  and  Fun&ions,  is  as  dangjcr- 
so  Error  in  P$liticiSf  as  a  Matter's  committing  oU  to  his 
^a^t  k  in  Oiccmmch*  It  is  efie&uallv  a  TranflatipD  of  th^ 
iiericy,  when  a  Sviperior  trixfts  him&lf  implicitly  to  tw 
db.  Case,  Honefty  and  Difcretionof  an  Inferior*.  To  isf, 
ling  of  the  Temptation  to  Bribeiy  and  ialfe  ^^xng^  ^bqi 
much  ipay  be  gotten  by^t  widh  lb  little  hazard  either  of 
bovery  or  rvni^l^nent.  Befide  the  defperate  Inconvenience 
letting  up  a  wrwg  Intereft,  by  df>wiqe  ApplicattonB  out 
the  proper  Chanel ;  and  committing  the  Authority  and 
ty  c^  the  Msdter  to  the  Honefty  and  Discretion  of  d)e  Sp*- 
t.  Men  will  he  true  to  themielvesy  how  fiuthkft  igeyer 
me  another. 


Fa  B.  54.    AiTOjC  and  a  €4ck  Liott^ 

^  Censun  Zi^  that  had  got  a  Politick  Fit  of  Sick* 
L  ncfiy  made  it  his  Obfervadon^  that  <^  all  tho 
ifls  in  the  Forcft,  the  /bx  nev^  came  at  him  \  And 
be  vm>te  him  wond  how  ill  he  ym^  and  how  mightf 
d  he  fbould  be  of  jii^  Cgmpany,  upon  the  Score  of 
icot  FriendOup  and  AcauaipcLnc^.  Tl^e  Foif  re^ 
n*d  the  Comidea^t  witn  a  th(H^(and  Prayers  for 
i  RoQovery ;  but  as  for  waiting  upon  him,  Jlie  i(le^ 
xi  to  be  cjocus^d  ;  for  (fiiys  he)  I  find  the  Traces  of 
mdanoe  of  Feet  going  into  your  Majefty's  P^dacei 
loot  one  that  comes  back  again* 

The  Moral. 

r  Kuiinejfis  of  iU-natur^J  and  dc/gnipg.  People  flfOkU  ii 
tbrfHgUjf  co^fider'd  and  examn*dy  iefore  we  give  credit  t$ 
went* 

REFLECTION. 

THERE'S  but  a  Hair's  Breadth  here  betwixt  an  Office  of 
at  Piety,  Humanity  and  Virtue,  and  an  Aftion  of  extreme 
Dy,  Improvidence  and  Hazard.    But  the  Rx  iaw  thorough 

Fa  the 
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the  Complement,  and  that  it  was,  in  Truth,  but  an  Invitation 
df  him  to  his  own  Funeral.  Vft  meet  with  many  of  tbdc 
dangerous  Civilities  iit  the  World,  wherrin  'tis  a  hard  Matter 
fbr  a  Man  to  fave  both  his  Skin  and  his  Credit. 

*Tis  a  difficult  Point  to  hit  the  true  Medium  betwixt  truft- 
ing  too  much  and  too  little,  for  fear  of  incurring  a  Danger 
on  the  one  hand,  or  ^ving  a  Scandal  on  the  other.     Cook 
plements  are  only  Words  of  Courfe;  and  though  one  exteml 
Civility  may  be  current  Payment  for  another,  yet  a  Man 
would '  be  loth  to  venture  his  All  upon  a  Figure  of  Speech, 
where  the  Meaning  is  fo  nicely  divided  betwixt  Jeft  and  Ear-  | 
neft.     Tis  a  bafe  thing  to  fufpe6l  a  Friend  or  an  honctt  Mui,  ' 
Day,  'tis  a  bafe  thing  to  fufpeA  any  Man  that  but  looks  lib 
one,  fi>  as  to  wound  him  ;  that  is,  either  in  a  Word  or  in 
a  Thought.     But  then  'tis  Death  perhaps  to  be  impos'd  upon 
by  an  Hypocrite  under  that  Mafque.  So  that  the  CharaAerof 
a  wife  Man  lies  at  ftake  upon  Matter  of  Judgment  one  way, 
and  of  a  good-natur'd  Man  the  ojther  way.     The  middk   - 
Courie  is  to  hide  our  Diftruft  where  we  are  doubtful ;  and  to 
be    free  and  open,  where  we  may  be  fecure.     There's  no 
living  without  trufting  fome  Body  or  other,  in  fome  Cafe,  \ 
er  at  fome  time  or  other  :    But  then  if  People  be  not  cau- 
tious, whom,  when,  and  wherein,  the  Miflake  may  be  mor- 
tal :  for  there  muft  be  fomewhat  of  a  Truft  to  make  way  for   | 
a  Treachery  ;  fmce  no  Man  can  be  betray'd  that  does  not  ei- 
ther believe,  or  feem  to  believe :    So  that  the  Fox  did  well  to 
weigh  all  Circumftances  before  he  came  to  a  Refolution. 
Tlie  LioH*s  Defign  was  well  enough  cover'd  under  the  Di^uife 
of  a  counterfeit  Sickneis  and  a  diflembkd  Tendernefi  and 
Refped,  for  the  drawing  of  the  Fox  into  the  Toyl.   For  there 
was  the  Civility  of  an  Invitation  on  the  one  Hand,  and  fomt 
Colour  of  a  Right  to  a  Vifit,  tho'  but  out  of  Compaffioo 
and  good  Manners,  on  the  other  ;  but  the  Fox*s  Sagacity,  and    { 
the  Prints  of  the  Feet  fpoil'd  all.     This  Fable,  in  one  Word    - 
more,  bids  us  be  careful  how  we  truft  in  any  Cafe  without 
looking  well  about  us ;  for  'tis  half  the  Bufineis  of  one  Part  of    ! 
the  World  to  put  Tricks  upoij  t'other.     The  Heart  of  a  Man    1 
is  like  a  Bog,  it  looks  &ir  to  the  Eye;  but  when  we  come  to 
lay  any  weight  upon' t,  the  Ground  is  falfe  under  us.     No- 
thing could  be  more  obliging  and  refpeAful  than  the  Lm^ 
Letter  was,  in  Terms  and  Appearance;  but  tliere  was  Deatk^ 
yet  in  the  true  Intent  and  Meaning  on't. 


Fab. 
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F  A  B.  y  y .    A  JTOJC  and  a  (CHcajIe^ 

A  Slim  thin-gutted  Fox  made  a  hard  (hift  to  wriggle 
nL  his  Body  into  a  Hcn-rooft,  and  when  he  had  ftuf- 
9d  his  Guts  well,  he  faueez'd  haid  to  get  out  again,' 
ut  the  Hole  was  too  litde  for  him.  There  was  a 
VeazU  a  pretty  way  off  that  ftood  leering  at  him 
n  this  while.  Brother  Reynard  (fays  he)  your  Belly 
fzs  empty  when  you  went  in,  and  you  muft  e'en  ftay 
ill  your  BcUy  be  empty  again,  before  you  come  out. 

The  Moral. 

Temperance  keeps  the  wb§U  Man  in  Order^  and  in  a  good  Uij^ 
fitimiy  either  for  Thought  or  AHion^  hut  the  indulging  tf  the 
Appetite  hrtngs  a  Clog  both  upon  the  Body  and  Mind. 

REFLECTION. 

IN  a  middle  State  both  of  Body  and  of  Fortune,  a  Maa 
b  better  di^fed  for  the  Offices  of  human  Society,  and  the 
Fun^ons  of  reafonable  Nature;  and  the  Heart  is  alfo  freer 
fipom  Cares  and  Troubles.  There  are  unwieldy  Minds  as  well 
as  unwieldy  Bodies,  and  the  Fumes  of  the  one  obftru£l  the 
Operations  of  the  other.  The  Head  of  a  PhiloTopher  will  ne- 
ver do  wdl  upon  the  Shoulders  of  an  Epicure.  The  Body  and 
the  Soul  are  infeporable  Companions,  and  it  is  againft  theNa^ 
Care  of  this  reafonable  Union,  for  tlxs  one  to  be  a  Clog  to 
the  odier.  The  /ov's  here  is  the  Cafe  of  many  a  puUick  Mi- 
nifierj  that  comes  empty  in,  but  when  he  has  cram'd  his  Guts 
wdl,  he's  fain  to  fqueeze  hard  before  he  can  ^  ofFa^ain  ; 
and  dad  to  compound  with  his  very  Skin  for  his  Carcafe. 


Fab.  5^.    A  XOiU  and  a  |!)0|fe^ 

A  Boar  happened  to  be  wallowing  in  the  Water 
wherea  /f^^  was  going  to  drink,  and  there  gi;ew 
a  Quarrel  upon't.  The  Horje  wentprcfently  to  a  Man^ 
ID  aflift  him  in  his  Revenge.  They  agreed  upon  the 
Conditions,  and  the  Man  immediately  arm'd  himfelf, 
and  mounted  the  Horfe^  vAio  carried  him  to  the  Boar^ 

F  3  aiA 
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and  hod  the  Satisfaftion  of  feeing  his  Enemy  kill*d 
fore  his  Face.  The  Harfe  thank'd  the  CavaBer  for 
]Cindnels  but  as  he  was  juft  about  to  take  leave, 
Man  iaid  he  (hould  have  further  occafion  for  him, 
fo  ordered  him  to  be  ty*d  up  in  the  Stable.  The  t 
Came  by  this  time  to  'underftand,  that  his  Lib 
was  gone^  and  no  help  for't,  and  thathe  had  paid  i 
fixhisReven^. 


Fab.  57.    A  Staff  and  a  il)0|fe^ 


UPon  a  Difpute  betwixt  a  Stag  and  a  Horfe  abo 
Piece  of  Pafture,  the  ^//^  got  the  better  on't, 
beat  the  other  out  of  the  Fidd  The  HorfCy  i 
this  Affront,  advised  wjth  a  Man  what  Courfc  to  n 
who  told  him,  that  if  he  would  fiibmit  to  be  bri 
and  iiuldled,  and  take  a  Man  upon  his  Back  wi 
Lance  in  his  Hand,  he  would  undertake  to  gjvc 
the  Satisfaftion  bf  a  Revenge.  The  Horfe  came  to 
Terms,  and  fbr  the  grtitifying  of  a  prefent  Paf 
made  himfeEf  a  Slave  all  die  Days  of  his  Life.  Stejkl 
made  ufe  of  this  Fable  to  divert  the  Himerenfts  1 
dmflng  Pbalaris  the  Tyrant  for  their  General.  ' 
Horf^CaSty  fays  he,  will  be  ytnu^,  if  ybu  go  cm  ^ 
your  Propolab.  *Tis  true,  you*il  have  your  Revi 
but  "yoall  Ide  your  Liberties:  Upon  ^idi  WcMxis 
M<>Hon  feU. 

The  Moral  of  the  two  Fables  above. 

Let  every  Man  tale  a  true  Meafure  rf  himfelf^   what  be  i. 

to  doy  ami  what  natj  hifvre  he  comes  to  any  peremfie^y  R 

tion  bow  to  proceed.     He  is  a  Madman^  that  t§  awd  a 
'  '  fent  akd  7efs  Eidt,  iims  SKndfild  into  a  gi^iut^  i  ami  fm 

gratifying  efafraward  Utammr^  wakes  hiwifelfa  Sknfe  4 

Days  rfhis  Life. 

REFLECTION. 

'    TH;ES£  Fafaks  la^ 4>pen  tD  us  tbe  Follj  of  thofe  P 
tiat  m^e  themlelves  ^ves  to  thcfi*  iKevenge'}   for  no ' 
2  ft 
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ihcNild  be  Jo  angry  with  another,  as  to  hurt  himfelf  for't* 
We  (hould  likewife  confider,  that  there's  more  Hazard  in  the 
Succour  of  a  new  powerful  Friend,  than  in  the  Hoftility  of 
an  old  dangerous  Enemy;  and  that  the  greatefl  Empires  upon 
the  Face  of  the  Earth,  have  had  their  rife  from  tl>e  Pretence 
of  taking  up  Quarrels,  or  keeping  the  Peace. 

Thefe  Fables  tell  us,  that  it  is  a  Rule  of  good  Difcretion  io 
\   all  Matters  of  Quarrel  and  Controverfy,  for  him  that  is  worft^ 
I    ed  to  have  a  great  Care  whom  he  calls  to  his  Aid :  Efpecially 
when  there's  more  of  Paflion  than  Neceflity  in  the  Cafe.    The 
■    Herfe  might  have  quench'd  his  Thirft  with  troubled  Water; 
or  he  might  have  ftay'd  the  clearing  of  it ;  or  chang'd  his  Wa- 
tcring-Place ;  or  when  he  was  forc'd  out  of  one  Pafture,  he 
.    mi^t  have  taken  up  in  another,  which  would  have  prefep'd 
his  Liberty  upon  the  Main,  tho'  not  as  to  this  Particular:  But 
^    his  Stomach  was  too  great,  it  feems,  to  digeft  the  Affront, 
without  having  his  Enemy  at  his  Feet ;  fo  that  he  gives  up  his 
Freedom  to  gain  his  Revenge.     He  has  fair  Wor«fc  however, 
rich  Trapping,    and  large  Promifes ;  but  works  only  for  hii 
Mailer ;  and  if  at  any  time  he  does  but  flacken  his  Pace,  or 
abate,  either  in  Zeal,  or  in  his  Mettle,  the  Spur  is  immediately 
in  the  Flank  of  him :  Or  if  he  be  unruly,  th^  Bit's  upon  the 
'     Check  to  keep  him  to  his  Duty.     The  Sta^  was  too  hard  for 
die  Htrji^  and  the  Hpr/e  flies  for  Succour  to  one  that's  top 
hard  for  him,  and  rides  the  one  to  Death,  and  outright  kills 
the  other.     It  were  well,  if  poffible,  to  keep  s^l  potent  Ene-. 
mis  to  their  Behaviour  in  fuch  a  Cafe  as  this,  efpecially  if 
they  appear  under  the  Shape  of  Friends:  But  if  People  will 
venture  Life,    Liberty  and  all,  for  the  clawing  of  an  Itcti, 
and  hf  violent  Hands  upon  themfelves,    there's  no  Fence 
for't. 

That  which  Mm  are  to  JHorfit^  in  the  Scale  of  Creatures, 
Men  i^  Power  and  Authority  are  in  feme  Proportion  to  the 
Poor  and  Wqik;  that  is  to  fi^y,  in  the  ^ii/7/(^  of  Servitude 
and  Drudgery,  and  in  the  dirrlng  of  ibme  fort  of  Burdens 
diat  are  a  Shapie  to  the  Bearer.  They  toil  and  moil  for  the 
Intereft  of  their  Mailers,  that  in  requital  break  the  very  Hearts 
of  diem  for  their  Pleaftire ;  and  the  freer  they  are  of  their 
Flefli,  the  moie  fcandalous  i$  the Boadage.  Wncn  they  have 
[  done  aU  that  Jinfei  can  do,  they  art  1^'d,  fpurr'd,  rcvil'd,. 
and  ill-treated,  for  not  b^ng  able  to  do  more ;  they  are  bur- 
ry'd  on  without  either  Reipite  or  Rcafon ;  and  after  th^ 
ittve  carried  their  Riders  (afe  over  all  Leaps,  and  through  M, 
paiigex%  and  by  all  Wm  and  Means  cgAtributed  to  theEafi^ 

F  4  Ct^lv 
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Credit,  and  Security  of  thpir  Matters,  what  cxMnes  of  them  in 
the  end,  but  to  be  ftrain^,  founder'd,  or  broken-winded. 
Old- Age  overtakes  them,  and  they  are  e^en  glad  to  take  up  in 
a  Mill  at  laft  with  Grains  and  Thiftles,  and  there  fpend  the 
Remainder  of  a  wretched  Life  in  a  Circulation  of  Mifery 
and  Labour.  If  any  Man  of  War,  or  State,  (hall  find 
this  Cafe  to  be  his  own,  and  himfelf  touched  in  the  Meral 
of  this  Fable,  let  him  keep  his  own  Counlel,  and  learn  to 
be  wifer  hereafter.  And  we  imy  kam  this  Leffi>n  of  the 
Horfi  too,  not  to  (kcrifice  our  Honour,  Liberty,  and  Con- 
fcience,  to  a  Freak. 

*    .     f. .  I        II 1 1.     ■  ■  ■  i   ■  .     j't.    ,       ■   ■ 

Fab.  .58,     CtDO  ?OUnff  ^Clt  and  a  dot** 

TWO  young  Fellows  dipt  into  a  Cook's  Shop,  and 
•  while  the  Maftcr  was  bufy  at  his  Work,  one  of 
(hem  ftoJe  a  piece  of  Flelh,  and  convey'd  it  to  the 
other.  The  Maftcr  niils'd  it  immediately,  and  chal- 
lenged them  with  the  Theft ;  He  that  took  it,  fworc 
he  had  none  on't :  and  he  that  had  it,  fwore  as  defper 
rately  that  he  did  not  take  it.  Tlie  Cook  reflefting  up- 
on the  Conceit  5  Well,  my  Matters  (lays  he)  thcfe 
Frauds  and  Fallacies  may  pais  upon  Men^  but  therc^ 
fui  Eye  ^boye  that  fees  through  them. 

The  Mon  AL, 

Jlerfs  no  pitting  of  Tricks  upon  an  aU-feeit^  PoweK ;  ^  if  if 
that  maae  our  tuarts,  and  knows  every  Nook  and  Cormr  of 
thentj  could  mt  fee  through  the  childtjh  Fallacy  of  a  dtmbU 
Meaning. 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  Fable  concerns  thofe  that  thifik  to  deceive  God  with 
Fallacips  of  Words,  Equivocations,  ment^d  Refervations,  an4 
(Ipublp  Meanii^;  but  though  Fraucjk  and  Perjuries  i^y  pa& 
upon  Men  foe  a  Seafon,  they  ^re  ^  open  as  the  Light,  yet  to 
hiA|  that  fearches  the  Heart.  "^  A  Man  h^  better  l^  a  down- 
fight  Atlnifi^  than  in  fuch  a  Cafe  as  this,  z^  equivocating '/;$(- 
focrite:  For  he  that.deni^  a  Providence,  or  doubts  whether 
there  beany  God  at  al{,  is  much  more  pardonable  than  ana-: 
titqr  (hat  a^knowlpdg^,  an^  conffflp  an  all-feeing  and  91 
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Bdni^^  Ppwer ;  and  yet  at  the  fame  Time  moft  blafphe-* 
Hioufly  affronts  it.  'Tis  a  great  Uxihappincls  that  Children 
ihoull  be  lb  much  addiiSled  (as  we  fe^  they  are)  to  this  Way 
;uid  Humour  of  ihuffling :  But  it  is  g  greater  Shame  and  Mi^- 
chief  for  Parents,  Governors,  and  Tutors,  to  encourage  and 
aUow  them  in';,  and  fo  (efteiftuaUy)  to  train  them  up  to  one 
of  the  moft  dangerous  Corruptions  they  are  capable  of,  in 
foountenan^ing  the  very  Ground-work  of  ^  bife  and  treache- 
rous Lifip.  Th^re  ipuft  be  no  paradoxing  or  p]aying  Tricks 
with  Things  facred.  Truth  is  the  gre^t  Leflbn  of  reafonable 
Nature,  both  in  Philolbphy  and  in  Religion,  Now  there  is  n 
Truth  of  Opinion,  a  Truth  of  Faft,  and  a  Truth  in  Simplicity 
and  Sincerity  of  Thou^t,  Word,  ^nd  Deed.  The  laft  of  the 
three  is  the  Truth  that  is  here  in  queftion.  The  Knack  o(fa/l 
mni  laofe  pafles  with' a  ¥rorId  of  fooliih  People  for  a  Turn  of 
Wit ;  but  they  are  not  aware  all  this  while  of  the  defperale 
Coniequences  of  an  ill  Habit,  and  that  the  Practice  of  falfi-* 
fying  with  Men^  will  lead  us  oi^  ipfenfibly  to  a  double- 
aealm^  evqi  with  Go4  himfelf* 

Fab,  59,    A  DOff  and  a  XtttCfiCtt 

AS  a  Butchervr^  bufy  about  his  Meat,  a  Hog  runs 
aw^  'mth  a  Sbeefs-Ucsurt.  The  Butcher  iaw  him 
i^XMi  the  Uallop  with  a  Piece  of  Flefh  in's  Moudi,  an4 
callM  out  afta^  him,  hark  ye  Friend  (lays  he)  you  may 
c^cn  make  the  beft  of  your  Purchafc,  6)  long  as  y*ayc 
made  fne  the  wifer  for't. 

The  Moral. 

//  ma^  fervi  as  a  Comfort  to  us  in  all  our  Calamiths  and'Affi£lU 
§m^  that  he  that  lofes  any  Thing  and  gets  Wifdom  hy  it^  is  d 
Caintr  by  the  Lojs, 

REFLECTION- 
NO  Man  is  to  account  any  Thijig  a  Lois,  if  he  gets  Wif- 
dom bv  the  Bargain:  B^de,  (hat  bought t^it  is  bejl.  It  is  in 
Ibme  Proportion,  in  the  Bufmeis  of  this  World,  as  it  is  in 
f)Bt  of  the  next ;  in  the  Cafes,  I  mean,  of  LofTes,  Mifcarri- 
9g|es  and  Diiappointments :  We  are  in  both  refpefis  the  bet- 
|cf  ^r  tbemi  provided  (bey  be  not  mortal,  (that  is)  for  d^y 

aic 
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are  monitoiy  and  inftniAive.  AfK&ion  nuikes  a  Man  both 
honcft  and  wife^  for  the  Smart  brings  him  to  a  Senfe  of  his 
iError,  and  the  Experiment  to  the  Knowkc^  of  it.  Wc  haive 
I  know  not  how  many  ^^^/ to  back  the  Reafbn  of  this 
Kforal,  iang  a  Dog  upon  a  Crab-tret^  (we  bef)  rniibfUmnv 
hot  Verjuice.  And  then  we  have  it  a^ain  in  that  commoii 
Sufingy  the  ktnit  Chili  dreads  tbe  Fire.  Tis  wandering  many 
Times,  whether  it  be  in  Opinion,  or  in  ttmTellii^  that  kts 
;illfan  r^it  in  his  Judgment,  and  brings  him  into  the  Way. 
The  Dafs  running  away  witb'tfie  Fle&,  4des  asggoodas  bict 
ffie  Coot  look  better  to't  another  Time. 

A  Dog  and  a  Sheep.    See  Fable  and  Moral  29. 


Fab.  60.    A  SSSoIf,  a  Lmitil,  and  a  ^oSt 

AS  a  La;ni  was  following  a  Gcai^  up  comes  a  Wolfy 
wheedling  to  get  him  afide,  and  make  a  Break- 
feft  of  him :  -Why  what  a  Fool  art  thou,  fays  the 
fFolfj  that  may*ft  have  thy  Belly  full  of  fweet  Milk  at 
Home,  to  leave  thy  Mother  for  a  nafly  ftinking  GoaiT 
Well,  £iys  the  Landry  but  my  Mother  has  placed  jne 
here  for  my  Security  i  and  you'd  fain  act  me  into  a 
Corner  to  worry  me.  Pray'e,  which  of  the  two  am 
I  to  truft  to  now  ? 

The  MoR  AL. 

Where  there* s  the  Order  of  a  Parent  on  the  onefidty  and  the  Ad- 
vice of  an  ill  Many  and  a  prefefCd  Enemy  on  the  other y  in  Op- 
pofition  to  that  Command ;  Dif obedience  would  he  uudouhtedfy 
the  read]  Way  to  DefiruQion. 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  Fable  preaches  both  Obedience  and  Caution  ;  the 
one  as  a  Matter  of  Duty,  the  other  as  a  Point  of  Prudence, 
The  XPi/jf  fiiigs  diit^y  the  fame  Note  here  widi  the  common 
Seducers  and  Incendtaries,  that  we  meet  with  in  d)e  World. 
And  to  die  £une  End  too;  for  they  are  both  agreed  upo&% 
that  fo  foon  as  ever  th^  (hall  hare  withdrawn  tTMS  LanAsy  or 
iSnt  Peopley  fbom  their  Religion  and  JUq^iancey  and  gotten  them 
oat  of  the  Pale,  and  Protedion  of  ti^  Faimts  and  Gover* 

nors^ 
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fiors,  thcy'H  make  a  Prey  of  'cm  thcmfclvcs.  What's  the 
wfaeedltng  of  the  Lamb  out  of  the  Station  where  Authority 
had  piac'd  htm,  to  go  home  again  for  a  belly-ful  of  fweet 
Milk ;  but  a  ftate  Trick  of  unreigling  the  Multitude  into  a 
FooFs  Pandife,  without  underftanding  one  Word  of  the 
Matter  in  Queftion!  But  fomc  Lambs  arc  wifcr  and  ho- 
nefler  dian  fomc  Men:  And  this  very  Lamlf^  Anfwcr 
mi^  have  become  the  Mouth  of  a  good  Chriftian  and  a 
gcmd  Subjcft.  For  a  Condufion,  die  Wolves  preaching  to 
the  Sheep^  and  die  Poxes  preaching  to  the  Geefe^  lx>ld  forth  the 
lame  Moral. 


F  A  B.  6 1 .    A  Cat  and  Cienujai^ 

AToia^  Fellow  that  was  paffionately  in  Love  with  a 
Caiy  made  it  his  humble  Suit  to  Venus  to  turn 
Pmfs  into  a  Woman,  The  Transformation  was  wrought 
in  die  twinklii^  of  an  Eye,  and  out  (he  comes,  i 
very  boddbme  Lais.  The  doating  Sot  took  her  home 
to  his  Bed  -,  and  bad  fair  for  a  Litter  of  Kittens  by  her 
that  Nig^t:  But  as  the  loving  Couple  lay  fnu^ng 
together,  a  Toy  took  Venus  in  the  Head,  to  try  u  the 
Cai  had-  chang'd  her  Manners  with  her  Shape  *,  and  {o 
for  £4}eriment,  tum'd  a  Moufe  loofe  into  the  Cham- 
ber. The  Ctf/,  upon  this  Temptation,  ftarted  out  of 
the  Bed,  and  without  any  regard  to  the  Marriage- 
Joys,  made  a  Leap  at  the  Moufc^  which  Venus  took  tor 
fo  hig^  an  Afiront,  that  Ihe  tum'd  the  Madam  into  a 
Pf^  again. 

The  Moral. 

Tbe  extravagant  Tranfports  tf  Love^  and  ihe  wonderful  Force  ff 
Uaturiy  are  unaccountable ;  the  one  carries  us  out  ofourfelves^ 
gad  tbe  other  brings  us  back  again. 

REl'' LECTION. 

THIS  is  to  lay  before  us  the  Charms  and  Extravagances  of 
3  blind  Love.  It  covers  all  Imperfe^ons,  and  confiders  nei- 
ther Quality,  nor  Merit.     How  many  noble  Whores  has  k 

laadfc,  lUfld'KcNv  many  imperii  Shves!  And  let  die  Dcfeds  ht 

never 
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never  Co  grofs,  it  either  palliates,  or  excufcs  them.  The  Ifi^ 
man's  leaping  at  the  Muefi^  telk  us  alfo  how  impoffibk  it  is 
to  make  Nature  change  her  hiafi^  and  that  if  we  ftmt  her  $9tt 
4f  the  DooTy  Jhe*U  come  in  at  the  JFindmv. 

Here's  the  Image  of  a  wild  and  fontaftical  Lore,  under  the 
Cover  of  as  extravagant  a  Fable,  and  it  is  all  but  ^cv  at  laft 
too ;  for  Men  do  not  fee,  or  tafte,  or  find  the  Thuig  the^ 
love,  but  they  create  it.     They  fafliion  an  Idol,  in  what  n- 
gure  or  Shape  they  pleafe ;  fet  it  up,  worfliip  it,  dote  upon 
it,  i^ufue  it,  and,  in  fine,  run  mad  for't.     How  many  Paffi- 
ons  have  we  feen  in  the  World,  ridiculous  enough  to  an-> 
Aver  all  the  Follies  of  this  Imagination !  It  was  much  for  Ve- 
mss  to  turn  a  Cat  into  a  ffiman^  and  for  that  Cully  again  to 
take  that  Cat  for  a  Woman:  What  is  it  lefe  now,  for  a  Fop 
to  form  an  Idea  of  the  ffman  be  dies  for,  every  jot  as  un* 
like  that  fyhman^  as  the  Cat  is  to  the  Mijbreji?  Let  this  fuf* 
lice  for  the  Impofhires,  and  Illufions  of  that  Paflktn. 
.    We  are  furdier  given  to  underftand  that  no  Counterfeit  is 
io  fteady  and  fo  equally  drawn,    but  Nature  by  Starts  will 
ihew  herfelf  thorough  it;  for  Pufi^  even  when  ihe*s  a  Afadawt^ 
win  be  ^  Moufer  (till.     Tis  the  &me  Thing  with  a  Hypo* ' 
critc,  which  is  only  a  Devil  drefs'd  up  with  a  Ray  iibout  Oun^ 
and  transform'd  into  an  Angel  of  Light.     T^ke  him  in  the 
very  R^turcs  of  his  Devotion,  and  do  but*  throw  a  pajroel  of 
Cburtb-^Lands  in  his  Wav,  he  fhal|  leap  at  the  Sacril^  from 
the  very  Throne  of  his  Glory,  ns  Pujs  ^Ant  ii»Mn^e\  and 
pick  your  Pocket,  as  a  French  Poet  fays  of  a  Jefaity  in  the 
middk  of  his  Paier-Nofter. 

F  A  B.  63.    A  JTatfiet  and  his  9bim^^ 

IT  was  the  Hap  of  a  very  honeft  Man  to  be  the  Fa-* 
tber  of  a  contentious  Brood  of  Children.  He  cali'd 
fi>r  a  Rod,  and  bod  'em  take  it,  and  try  one  after 
another  with  all  their  Force,  if  they  could  break  it. 
They  try'd,  and  could  not.  Well  (lays  he)  unbind 
it  now,  and  take  every  Twig  of  it  apart,  and  fee 
what  you  can  do  that  Way.  They  did  fo,  and  with 
great  ^{e,  by  one  and  one,  thev  fiiap'd  it  all  to  pieces. 
This  (lays  he)  is  the  true  Emblem  of  yopr  Conduqon : 
iK^eep  together  and  y'are  lafe,  divide,  and  y*are  undone. 

The 
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The  Moral. 

The  Breach  of  Unity  futt  the  ffirU^  €md  atttbafsif^ty  ha§  m 
Sittte  tftVoTy  tmd  turns  every  Maff$  Hani  againft  his  Brother  i 
Bui  Jo  Unf  ds  the  Band  beUsy  'tis  the  Strength  of  all  tbe/evi^ 
rat  Parts  of  it  gathered  into  one^ 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  ts  to  intimate  the  Force  of  Union,  and  the  Dauber 
of  Divifion,  What  has  it  been  but  DivifiOn  that  has  exposed 
Chriftendom  to  the  Enemies  of  the  diriftian  Faith?  And  it  h 
as  ruinous  in  private  as  ^ds  in  publick.  A  divided  FamOjr 
can  no  more  ftand,  than  a  divided  commonvtrealth;  for  e^ 
very  individual  fuf&rs  in  the  N^Ieft  of  a  common  Safetv« 
^Tis  a  ftiai^  Thing,  that  Men  £ould  Hot  do  that  under  wc 
Govemment  (^  a  rational  Spirit  and  a  natural  Prudence^ 
which  Wolves  and  Bears  do  bjr  the  Lnpulfe  of  an  animal  In- 
ftinA.  For  th^,  we  fee,  will  make  Head,  one  andaOy  againft 
a  common  Enemys  whereas  the  Generality  of  Mankii^  lie 
peckii^at  one  another,  till  one  by  one,  th^  all  are  torn  to 
pieces,  never  oonfidering  (with  the  Father  here)  the  Neceffi- 
ty  and  Stroq^  of  Union. 


Fab.  6^.    A  laHett  ^0  and  a  ^ti\{t^ 

AS  2L  Horfe  and  an^were  upon  the  Way  together, 
the  Afs  ayd  out  to  his  G)mpanion,  to  eafe  him 
of  his  Burden,  tho'  never  (b  litde,  he  (hould  £ill  down 
deadelfe.  The  /for/J  would  not-,  and  io  his  fellow 
Servant  lunk  under  his  Load.  TheMafter,  upon  this,' 
had  the  Afs  flaid,  and  laid  his  whole  Fade,  Skin  and 
ail,  upon  the  Horfe :  Well  (%s  he)  this  Judgment  is 
befall'n  me  for  my  ill  Nature,  in  refufmg  to  help  my 
Brother  in  the  Depth  of  his  Diilrcis. 

The  Moral. 

Ft  is  a  Chriffianj  a  natural,  a  reafonabUj  and  a  political  Duty^ 
for  all  Members  of  the  fame  Body  to  ajjiji  one  another. 


RE' 
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REFLECTION. 

THE  BufuieTsof  the  WotU,  is  more  or  left,  tlic  Bofinc^ 
of  every  Man  that  jives  in't :  And  if  the  g^t  and  the  fo^ 
da  not  join  in  a  coomion  Affiftfincft>  where  the  Matter  xe-' 
quires  it,  they  arc  in  Danger  to  be  bpth  undone:  So  that  it  is 
for  the  good  of  the  whole,  that  the  feveral  Parts  take  care 
one  of  another. 

We  iuve  here  fet  before  us  the  Mifchiefs  of  U\  Natuse  and 
Imprudence,  both  in  one;  and  the  Folly  of  not  heediilg  the 
Du^,  as  well  as  the  common  Neceffity,  of  helping  one  ano- 
ther. [This  is  nme  ofsiy  Bufinefsl  we  cry :  Never  confiderii^ 
fhat  in  Things  requifite  to  be  done^  what  one  oinnot^  another 
muft :  Befide,  that  in  the  Caie  of  ^  fellow  Servant,  or  an  ho- 
neft  Neighbour,  I  am  as  much  bound  to  fave  him  from  iinkij)g 
under  a  heavy  Burthen,  as  I  am  to  give  him  a  Ci^  of  Drink, 
oraMorfcl  of  Bread,  to  ke^  biijli  from  choakingorjbh'ii^: 
It  makes  a  Breach  in  a  Communi^,  when  particular  Men  jhall 
take  yrgon  them  to  divide  from  the  common  Service  of  the 
Body :  And  he  that  lets  up  a  private  Intereft,  feparate  from 
the  publick,  difcontinues  the  Connexion  of  the  Government, 
by  cutting  of  that  Link  of  the  Chain.  But  the  Milcrifo  and 
Calamities  that  follow  upon  departing  from  the  known  Rules 
and  Meafures  of  political  Order,  are  fuffirient  to  mlightrn  us 
in  the  Rcafon  of  political  Methods,  and  to  excite  us  to  an  Agree- 
ment in  all  reciprocal  Services,  one  with  another.  There's 
the  Duty  of  Charity  in't,  and  the  Foundations  of  governing 
Prudence ;  belxde,  wit  we  are  Itkewife  moved  to^t,  by  a  S^e 
of  Tendemc(s,  Honour  and  Juftice. 

The  churlifli  Humour  of  this  Horfgy  is  too  much  the  Hu« 
mcur  of  Mankind,  even  in  the  Cafe  of  fu^eds  to  the  (ame 
Maftcr  i  but  fuch  is  the  Vanity  that  many  People  draw  from 
their  Titles,  and  their  Trappings,  that  they  look  down  upon 
their  Fellows,  as  if  they  were  not  all  made  of  the  lame  C^y. 
To  fpeak  the  plain  Truth  of  the  Matter,  'tis  the  little  Peo|fc 
that  fupport  the  great ;  and  when  the  Foundatkm  faQs,  the 
whole  Fabrick  muft  either  drop  into  Rubbifli, -or  odierwiie 
reft  upon  the  Shoulders  of  their  Superiors. 


Fab. 
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I  ■  s  , 

Fab.  6^.    A  CoHiec  and  a  lullcr^ 

ARiUer  had  a  veiy  kkid  Invitatkm  bom  a  Cd!2ur  to 
come  ORd  live  in  theHouTe  with  him.  He  gave 
him  a  dioufand  Thanks  for  his  Civility  \  but  told  him« 
that  cc  would  not  (land  with  his  Convenience;  t^r^ 
((ays  he)  as  iaft  as  I  make  any  Thing  dean,  you'll  hm 
(muttiiig  it  again* 


AiMi«fa 


Fab.  6^.    A  Cf»M  ao<l  &  6l»dlO&l^    ' 

AH  my  dear  Mother !  Says  the  ^tbru/b^  never  had 
any  Creature  fuch  a  Friend  as  I  have,  of  this 
lame  &a)allow.  No,  fays  fhe,  ncM-  ever  any  Mother  fuch 
a  FboltD  her  Son  as  I  Jh^ve,  of  this  lame  Thn^:  To 
talk  cjfa  Friendfliip  betwm  People  that  cannot  £>  much 
as  live  together  in  the  fame  Climate  and  Seaibn.  One 
is  for  the  Summer,  t'other  for  the  Winter ;  and  that 
which  keeps  you  alive,  kills  your  Companion. 

TheMoRALof  the  two  Fables  above. 

'77x  a  memory  littU  in  AUumcts^  Matches^  Societies^  Frattnd'^ 
tUsj  Rrum^ifs^  Pm^tmrjhips^  C$mMireey  and  allmatmar  ifa- 
vil  dealings  and  CmtraSfs^  to  have  ajiri£l  Rrgard  t§  Utmmr^ 
the  Nature  J  and  the  Difpofitim  ofthofe  we  have  to  do  witbaL 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  is  to  bid  us  have  a  Care  what  Friendflilps  we  con« 
tiaft,  and  what  Company  we  keep;  for  contrary  Humous 
and  Manners  ¥dll  never  aeree  together.  There  can  be  nb 
Thought  of  uniting  tho^  that  Nature  itfdf  has  dlvickd. 
And  this  Caution  holds  good  in  all  the  Bufinefs  of  a  fobcr 
Man's  Life ;  as  Marriage,  Studies,  Plcafures,  Society,  Com- 
merce, and  the  like;  'tis  in  fonle  fort,  with  Friends  (pardon 
the  Cosrfenefs  of  the  Illuftntion)  as  it  is  with  Dogs  in  Coupler. 
They  (houM  be  of  the  fame  Size,  and  Humour,  and  that  which 
pleafes  the  one  (hould  pleafe  the  other :  But  if  they  draw  fc- 
vcral  Ways,  and  if  one  be  too  ftrong  for  t'other,  diey'll  be 
ivady  to  hang  themfelves  upon  every  Gate  or  Stile  they  come 

at. 


{ 
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AiimA 


at.  This  is  the  Moral  of  the  Friendfhip  betwixt  a  Thrujt  and 
B  Swalkwj  that  call  never  live  together. 


l«ikaift«^H«aBtaMi^MMiikMikM«i 


Fab.  66.  A  JTofpIet  and  a pf 0^m 

AS  a  C^Kff/^ /^^Zim  MTas  making  a  Shoot  at  a  P/> 
he  trod  upon  a  Sxake  that  bit  him  by  the  lUc^ 
The  Surprize  ftaraed  him^  and  away  He w  the  BirdL 

The  Moral. 

IFe  are  to diJHf^fi  betwixt  the Biiufiisrf good  fVill^  eniOrfe 
of  Providence :  For  the  latter  are  immediatefy  from  Heaven, 
where  no  humane  Intention  intd^veHiS* 

REFLECTION. 

THE  Mifchief  that  we  meditate  to  others^  fiJk  comnioiH 
If  upon  our  own  Heads,  and  ends  in  a  Judgment,  as  well  ai 
a  Dilappointment.  Take  it  another  Way,  and  it  may  iecre 
to  mind  us  how  happily  People  are  diverted  many  Timei 
from  the  Execution  of  a  malicious  Defign,  by  the  Gnce  add 
Goodneis  of  a  preventii^  Providence.  A  Piftol's  not  takiif 
fire  may  fave  the  Life  of  a  good  Man ;  and  the  innocent  Pi- 
geon had  died,  if  the  fpiteful  Snake  had  not  broken  the  Fomdn's 
Aim:  That  is  to  (ay  Good  may  be  drawn  out  of  Evil,  andi 
Bodv's  Life  may  be  £ived  without  having  any  Obligation  to 
hk  rreferver. 

""^ - 

Fab.  67.    A Ccufflipetec  taken  Prifoner. 

UPon  the  Rout  of  an  Army  there  was  a  Tnai^peUt 
made  a  Prifonor,  and  as  the  Soldiers  were  about 
to  cut  his  Throat,  Gentletften  (lays  he)  fVhy  Jbtmld  jm 
m  a  Man  that  Ms  No-body  ?  You  Ihall  die  the  rathrf 
for  that^  cries  one  of  the  G)mpany,  for  being  fb  mean 
a  Raical,  as  to  fet  other  People  together  by  the  eai» 
without  fighting  yourfclf. 


V» 


r 
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The  MoR  AL. 

It  that  prm)okis  and  incites  Atifcbiefis  the  Doer  rfit»    *Tis  the 
Alan   that  kills  me^  the  Bullet  ts  only  a  pajjive  Injbrumtnt  to 
ferve  his  End  that  direSfs  it. 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  is  to  reprove  thofe  (according  to  the  old  Moral) 
bat  ilir  up  Men  in  Power  to  do  publick  mifchief ;  which  is 
luch  worfe  than  any  Man's  doing  a  private  one  himfelf ;  and 
nly  a  fafer  way  of  committing  greater  Outrage. 

The  Trumpeter^s  Plea  is  to  arrant  a  Shuffle  here,  that  an  In-^ 
endiary  at  the  Bar  or  the  Pulpit  has  as  much  to  fay  for  him- 
slf.  He  that  countenances^  encourages,  or  abets  a  Mifchief^ 
ioes  it,  l^he  feditious  Lawyer  or  Divine  kills  no  Body  with 
lis  own  Hand;  but  by  a  ralfe  Glofs  perhaps,  upon  a  Law 
»r  a  Text,  he  may  caufe  ten  thouland  Swords  to  be  drawn^ 
vithout  fpilling  one  Drop  of  Blood  inunediately  himfelf. 
thall  any  Man  now,  that  wilfully  and  malicioufly  procures 
he  cutting  of  whole  Armies  to  pieces,  fet  up  for  an  Innocent  i 
\s  if  the  Lives  that  were  taken  away  by  his  Inftigation,  were 
lot  to  be  charged  upon  his  account.  He  that  covers  Murder^ 
[>ppreffion.  Sacrilege,  Rebellion,  with  a  Cloak  of  Statute  and 
Scripture,  makes  God  and  Government  eiFedually  the  Au- 
thors of  the  Wickednefs :  And  thofe  are  the  bafeft  and  worft 
of  Bravo* Sy  that  employ  Journeymen  Mercenaries  under  them  to 
do  the  Work.  What  is  this  but  to  engage  our  Bibles,  and 
our  Law-Books  in  a  Confpiracy  ^inft  themfelves  ?  Shall  he 
dut  gives  Fire  to  the  Train,  pretend  to  wafh  his  Hands  of 
the  Hurt  that's  done  by  the  playing  of  the  Mine?  Human  Cor- 
ruptions are  as  catchii^  as  Powder  ;  as  cafily  enflam'd,  and 
the  Fire  afterwards  as  hard  to  be  quenchM.  That  which  a  Man 
caufes  to  foe  done,  he  does  himfelf,  and  'tis  all  a  Cafe  whe- 
ther he  does  it  by  Pradice,  Precept,  or  Example.  In  one 
Word,  he  that  kindles  the  Paflions  of  the  Mobile^  id  anfwer- 
ahle  for  the  following  Conflagration.  When  the  Men  of  the 
Long  Robe  have  once  preached  the  People  to  Tinder,  the  leaft 
Spvk  fets  them  a-fire  :  So  that  they  have  no  more  to  do  than 
to  inculcate  the  Do£farine  of  Difobedience,  and  then  to  leave 
the  Multitude  to  chew  upon't.     A  Trumpeter  in  the  Pulpit  is 

the  very  Emblem  of  a  Trumpeter  in  the  Field  \  and  the  fame 

Qttge  holds  good  againft  both.  Only  ih^Jpiritual  Trumpeter 
is  the  more  pernicious  Inilniment  of  ttjp  two ;    for  the  latter 

G  ferves 
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Icrves  onljr  to  rouze  the  Cour^  of  the  SoMiefs  without  uj 
Dodrine  of  Applkadon  upon  the  Text,  whereas  the  other  b- 
fules  Malice  over  and  above,  and  preaches  Death  and  Duma- 
tion  both  inone,  and  g^ves  jt  the  very  Ottpiier  and  Vcrfefbi^ 


Fab.  62.    A  DOjQ^  and  a  GilOlf^ 


THcrewasa  hagged  Carrion  of  a  H^o^t  ^uvl  ajoOy 
fort  of  a  gpited  Dog,  with  good  FMh  upoA 
Back,  that  fell  into  Company  together  upon  thelunflfii 
Hi^way.  The  fyblf  was  wonderfully  pleased  wtth 
his  Companion^  and  as  inquifitive  to  leant  how  he 
broug^  himlelf  to  that  Ueflcd.  State  of  Body.  Why, 
6ys  the  Dcg^  I  keep  my  Mailer's  Houfe  from  Thievcii 
and  I  have  very  good  Meat,  I>ink,  and  Lodging  ftr 
myPiins.  Nowif  you'll  goal^v;  withme,  anddosi 
I  do,  jou  may  &re  as  I  fare.  Ine  Ji^^  ftnick  1^  die 
Baigun,  and  ib away  they  trotted  together :  Butasdcj 
were  jogg^  on,  the  ^clf  fi>y'd  a  4»re  Place  aboiK 
the  D^s  Neck,  where  the  Hair  was  worn  off.  Bro- 
ther (Up  he)  how  comes  this^  I  prithee  ?  Oh,  daft 
nothing,  tkjs  the  Dog^  but  the  fretting  of  my  CJbr 
a  litde.  Nay,  fiiys  t'other,  if  there  be  a  C0/&0*  in  die 
Cafe,  I  know  better  things  than  to  fHl  my  Liberty  (at 
aCruft. 

The  MoR  AL. 

IFf  are  fi  dazxeFJwitb  Glare  of  a  f^mdid  Afpearamci^  tk^ 
va  can  bardfy  difam  the  Inconveniencies  that  attend  it :  ^fii  4 
Comfort  to  haw  gmd  Meat  and  Drink  at  Command^  amdvmrm 
Lo^ng  :  But  he  that  felts  its  Freedwi^  for  the  crammug  ^ 
his  Gut^  has  ktt  a  bard  Bargain  of  it. 

REFLECTION, 

IN  this  Emblem  is  fet  forth  the  BleiEng  of  Liberty,  $ni 
the  fordid  Meannefs  of  thofe  Wretches  that  facrifioe  tfaeii 
Freedom  to  their  Lulls,  and  their  Palates.  What  Man  in  U 
right  Senfes,  that  has  wherewithal  to  live  free,  wouU  mab 
himielf  a  Slave  to  Superfluities !  The  ff^olf  would  have  ben 
wdl  enough  content  to  have  bartered  awa^y  a  ragged  Coait 
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nw-bonM  Carcafs,  for  a  fmooth  and  a  fat  one ;  but 
iiey  came  to  talk  of  a  CJlar  once^  awav  marches  he 
>ld  Trade  in  the  Woods  again,  and  mzm  the  better 
of  the  two. 

Tpeak  to  the  firft  Point,  we  are  liable  to  be  impofed  up« 
>iit*fides  and  Appearances,  for  want  of  fearchingthinp 
Bottom,  and examiningwhat  really  th^  are,  and  what 
ily  Teem  to  be.  This  Fiction  of  the  frolfh  a  Reproof 
r  Appetites  and  over-hafty  Judgments  that  will  not 
cmfeives  tiiKe  to  ballance  Accounts,  and  compute  be« 
idf  whether  they  are  to  get  or  lofe  1^  the  Barnin.  It 
s  well  againft  intemperate  Curioifiticsand  ndh  Wifbesi 
to  fay,  againft  the  Folly  of  the  one,  and  the  Wicked- 

the  other ;  for  if  we  come  once  to  take  evil  for  good^ 
r  Prayers  are  turmdinto  Sin :  But  What  with  a  certain 
'prying  into,  and  meddlii^  with  other  Peoples  Mat- 
nid  a  natural  Levity  that  puts  us  upon  (hifting  and 
ng,  we  fiill  infenfibly  into  a  thouland  Inconvenience^ 
lien  It  comes  to  that  once,  that  we  find  our  fdves  un- 

home,  and  no  RefHng-PIaoe  in  our  own  Thou^ts^ 
I  Reft  is  only  to  be  had)  we  are  e^en  glad  to  run  away 
ur  fdves,  and  hunt  abroad  for^t  whoe  'tis  never  to  be 
This  is  the  common  Root  of  all  our  Wandrings  and 
.  We  fpend  our  Time  and  our  Peace  in  Purfuit  of 
wholly  foreign  to  our  Bufinefs,  and  which  will  cer- 
deceive  us  at  laft. 

IS  it  is,  and  thus  it  mufl  be,  fo  long  as  we  take  e\'ery 
yj  a  wrong  Handle,  and  only  calculate  upon  our  own 
tunes,  without  any  Allowance  for  the  Comforts  we  en- 
^nd  fo  we  reckon  upon  our  Neighbours  Enjoyments,  on 
ler  hand,  without  any  Coniideratioil  for  tlie  Hardfhips 
ley  endure.  O  that  I  had  but  fuch  a  Palace!  fiiys  one ; 
nJEflate;  fuch  a  Retinue;  this  glorious  Train ;  that 
Woman,  &r.  Nay,  the  envious  Freak  defcends  to 
ry  Point  and  Petticoat.  Now  thefe  idle  Curiofiti«k 
;  fpecious  enough  in  the  Contemplation  ;  but  what  if 
oufe  at  the  foot  of  the  Account  fhould  prove  to  be 
xl ;  that  gay  Furniture  bofrow'd;  t'other  fine  Woman 

the  Curfe  of  Sacrilege  cleaving  to  fuch  an  Inheritance, 
1  the  reft  of  the  gaudy  Fooleries  perhaps  unpay'd  for ! 
le  Incumbrances  are  no  new  things  in  Nature.)    Who 

not  rather  take  up  with  the  Ifi^in  the  Woods  again, 
ukc  fuch  a  Gutter  in  the  W^rld  upon  thefe  fcandaloua 
tionsf 

G  2  For 


/Esop's  Fables. 


For  the  obviating  of  all  Cafes  of  this  Quality,  ChiUi 
(boiild  be  early  inftrucled,  according  to  their  Age  andCapaci: 
in  the  true  Eftimate  of  things,  by  oppofing  the  Good  to  1 
Evil,  and  the  Evil  to  the  Good  i  and  compenfating  or  qua 
fying  one  thing  with  another.  What's  Plenty  withe 
Health?  What's  Eafe  without  Plenty?  And  what's Titk  a 
Greatnefs,  with  carking  Thoughts  and  a  troubled  Mind 
attend  it  ?  What  does  that  Man  want  that  has  enough  ?  < 
what's  he  the  better  for  a  great  deal,  that  can  never  be  {ktlsff 
By  this  Method  of  fetting  what  we  have  againft  what  we  hs 
not,  the  Equity  of  Providence  will  be  made  manifeft,  and 
all  manner  of  Purpofes  juftify'd,  when  it  (hall  appear  up 
the  Ballancc,  that  every  Man  has  his  (hare  in  the  Bounties 
Heaven  to  Mankind. 

As  to  the  Freedom  here  that  jfijip  is  fo  tender  of,  it  is 
be  underftood  of  the  Freedojn  of  the  Mind  :  A  Freedom 
attend  the  Motions  of  right  Reafon ;  and  a  Freedom,  in  fi 
not  to  be  parted  with  for  all  the  fcnfual  Satisfaflions  under 
Sun.     It  is,  I  fay,  a  Freedom  under  thefe  Limits;   for  the: 
no  fuch  thing  as  abfolute  Liberty  :  Neither  is  it  poffible  t 
there  (hould  be  any,  without  a  Violence  to  the  Order  of 
Univcrfe,  and  to  the  Dictates  of  reafonable  Nature  :    For 
Men  living  are  in  fome  fort  or  other,  and  upon  fome  Pew 
or  other  fubjefted  to  a  fupcriour  Power ;  that  is  to  (ay. 
Laws  of  Morality  are  above  them  :   But  the  Cafe  wherein 
Men  are  upon  the  Behaviour,  is  not  here  the  Que(tion. 
wind  up  the  Moral,  in  (hort ;  Liberty  is  a  Jewel  and  a  B 
fmg.     The  ffo/f  was  well  enough  pleas'd  here  with  the  Si 
of  the  Do^s  Body,  but  had  no  fancy  to  his  Collar. 


Fab.  69.     A  jTurmCt  and  his  2?O06. 

A  Certain  Farmer  was  put  to  fuch  a  pinch  in  a  h 
Winter  for  Provifions,  that  he  was  forc'd  to  f 
himfelf  and  his  Family  upon  the  main  Stock.  1 
Sheep  went  firft  to  pot  •,  tlie  Goats  next  -,  and  a 
them  the  Oxen,  and  all  little  enough  to  keep  I 
and  Sou!  together.  The  Dogs  call'd  a  Council  upo 
and  refolv'd  to  (hew  their  Mafter  a  fair  pair  of  H 
for't,  before  it  came  to  be  their  turn ;  for,  (laid  tl 
after  he  has  cut  the  Throats  of  our  Fellow-Sci-va 


■  ■  — — — i  ■  >  '— 
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that  are  fo  neceflory  for  his  Bufinds,  it  cannot  be  cx- 
pcfted  that  he  will  evcrfporc  us. 

The  Moral.  ^ 

Thirds  m  contending  with  NeceJJityy  andweflxndd  hi  very  tfnJkr 
low  we  cenfure  thofe  that  fubmit  ft^t,  *Tis  our  thing  to  hi  at 
Bberty  to  do  what  we  wouU  doj  and  another  thing  to  be  tfd  yp 
t9  do  what  we  mujl. 

REFLECTION. 

'TIS  a  common  thing  for  a  Mailer  to  facrifice  a  Servant 
to  his  own  Eafe  and  Intereft;  but  there's  no  meddling  with 
Men  of  that  inhofpitable  Humour,  where  the  Dom^icks, 
how  faithful  foever,  can  never  be  fecure. 

Tills  is  according  to  the  old  Moral ;  but  not  without  fome 
Porce(in  my  Opinion  at  leaft)  to  the  natural  Biafs  of  the  Fable. 
The  Farmer  has  no  Libertv  of  Choice  before  him,  but  either 
ro  do  what  he  does,  or  to  perifh:  And  in  fo  doing  (with  all 
lefpecl  to  the  Rules  of  Honefty)  he  does  but  his  Duty,  with- 
lut  any  way  incurring  the  CharadW  of  an  ill-natur'd  Man, 
\x  a  cruel  Mafter.  But  there  may  be  alfo  another  Do£lrin^ 
ais'd  from  it;  which  is,  that  in  Cafes. of  extreme  Difficult 
jr,  the  Laws  of  Conveniency  and  ordinary  Praftice  muft  give 
tlace  to  the  Laws  of  Neccffity.  This  was  the  naked  Truth 
f  the  Farmer^s  Cafe. 


Fab.  70.     A  Camel  at  firft  Sight. 

UPON  the  firft  Sight  of  a  CameU  all  People  ran 
away  from  it,  in  Amazement  at  fb  monftrous  a 
Julk.  Upon  the  fecond  fight,  finding  that  it  did  them 
10  hurt,  they  took  heart  upon*t,  went  up  to*t,  an(J 
qcw*d  it.  But  when  they  came,  upon  further  Expe-* 
icnce,  to  take  notice,  how  ftupid  a  Beaft  it  was,  they 
y'd  it  up,  bridled  it,  loaded  it  with  Packs  and  Bur^ 
kns,  fet  Boys  upon  the  Back  on't,  and  treated  it  with 
lie  laft  Degree  of  Contempt. 

G  3  Fae. 
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Fa  b.  71.    A  jTor  and  a  l(on« 

Af«yhadthe  hapto  fiJl  into  the  Walk  of  a  Umt^ 
(the  firft  of  tne  kind  that  ever  he  i&w)  and  he 
was  ready  to  dropdown  at  the  very  S^t  of  him.  He 
Gune  ar^vriiile  after  to  fee  another,  and  was  fri^jhted  fljD, 
but  nothing  to  what  he  was  before.  It  was  his  Chance, 
after  this,  to  meet  a  third  Lion^  and  he  had  the  Cou- 
rage, then  to  accoft  him,  and  to  make  a  kind  of  an 
Acquaintance  with  him. 

The  Moral  of  the  two  Fables  above. 

Nwehy  furprizes  us^  andwebavenaturalfy  a  Hmrnrfirwmmih 
mijb^en  Manfters  ;    ha  *tis  §ur  Jgnarwue  that  jiaggin  itt, 
fir  upm  Cuftrnn  and  Experience  all  theje  Bags  grmu  famiSar 
andeafy  to  us. 

REFLECTION. 

THINGS  that  at  firft  fixm  tcrribk,  become  cafy  to  m 
idicn  we  are  wonted  to  them,  lavs  the  old  Moral  i  whidi 
holds,  I  confeis,  in  the  Cafe  of  tne  Comely  but  not  in  that 
of  the  U^ 

With  kave  of  the  Moralift,  the  Illuftration  docs  not  come 
up  to  the  Force  and  Intent  of  the  two  laft  Fables ;  neither, 
in  truth,  is  the  very  De(kn  of  them  according  to  the  true 
Reafbn  of  the  Matter  in  Queftion.  Tliingi  that  feem  terri- 
Ue,  and  are  not  fo,  beccmie  not  only  £smiliar,  but  ridicu- 
lous to  us,  when  we  find  that  our  Fears  wore  vain  and  idle  s 
as  in  the  Cafe  of  the  CaauL  But  things  on .  the  conttair, 
thAt  only  ifeem  terrible,  but  are  found  upon  Experience  to  oe 
more  dangerous  than  we  took  thoqi  for,  fas  in  the  Strqfdii 
the  NimUeneg,  the  Fiercenefi,  and  the  Appetite  of  a  Zmi;] 
thefe  are  Things,  I  fay,  that  the  better  we  know  dicniy  dio ' 
more  we  dread  them  :  So  that  tho'  we  have  Apprehonfioo^ 
as  well  where  there  is  no  Peril,  as  wliere  there  is,  yet  Tivb 
teaches  us  to  diftrnguifli  the  one  from  die  other.  The  ADu- 
(ion  would  much  better  have  held  in  the  CtJe  of  a  Bal^ 
where  the  SoMier  grows  every  Diiy  left  appiefaenfive  of  d« 
Hazard,  bv  fixing  fo  many  People  fcape;  and  by  computiBg 
«pon  the  Difproportion  of  thofe  that  outlive  it,  to  thofc  ffatf 
M  in't.  We  may  however  leurn  from  hence,  tint  People 
msjbeirigluedasvreQwitbwtRealbDaswitfait.  Now,  in 
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of  ^peaking,  and  in  a  r^t  underftmding  of  the 
Thii^  too,  Pec^Ie  were  not  lb  much  frighted  as  dhey  were 
fuiprisM  at  the  Bignefi  and  uncouth  Dtfonnit|r  of  the  CW- 
miL  But  I  could  wifli  the  Av  had  been  more  and  nore 
afiaid  of  the  Ltan  the  of tner  he  (aw  him  ;  and  the  Doftrine 
would  then  have  been  to  eovcm  our  Paffions  by  the  Truth 
and  Reaibn  of  Thii^  not  by  Appearancei :  But  it  hokb  how* 
ever,  that  Cuftom  goes  a  great  Way  in  making  Matters  in-* 
difmnt  to  us.  Tis  mudi  the  lame  Cafe  too  betwixt  the 
Pafle  and  Bt^-Lawsy  and  A^s  rfState,  that  it  is  here  be- 
twixt the  Fax  and  the  Lmn.  Men  kx)k  upon  tbefrft  open* 
ing  of  a  PuUick  Faft^  as  if  Heaven  and  Earth  were  going  to* 
gether ;  not  a  Ship  §pen ;  the  Sintts  quiet,  and  fo  cfiflnal  a 
Countenance  every  where,  as  if  it  were  to  rain  Pirw  and 
Brimftmu  the  next  Morning.  Tht fecmul  Day  b  a  little  un* 
afj  too^  but  not  half  k  fri^itfiil  as  ilat firmer.  And  fo  in 
tvm  §r  thru  Days  mart  the  Aw€  goes  quiteofl^  and  the  Peo^ 
pk  come  to  their  Wits^  and  fall  to  dieir  Trade  again,  with-* 
out  any  further  heed  to  the  Matter. 


Fab.  72.    An  Caffle  and  a  JOjT^ 

THere  was  a  Bargain  ftnick  up  betwixt  an  EagU  and 
a  Fox  to  be  wonderfid  good  Neig^ibours   and 
Friends.    The  one  took  up  in  a  Thicket  of  Brufii- 
wood,   and  the  other  timba:*d  upon  a  Tree  hard  by. 
The  EsgU  one  Day  when  the  Fax  was  abroad  a  forra- 
mig»  tell  into  his  Quarters,  and  carried  away  a  whole 
LitierofCubsataSwoq).  The  F#x  came  time  enough 
bode  to  fee  the  EagU  upon  the  Wing,  with  her  Prey  in 
die  Foot,  and  to  fend  many  a  heavy  Curie  after  her  \ 
but  there  was  no  overtaking  her.  It  happened  in  a 
very  Ihort  time  after  this,    upon  the  lacrificing  of  a 
CoiU^  thot  the  fame  Fu^k  made  a  Swoop  at  a  Piece  of 
I*1eih  ^qpon  the  Altar,    and  (he  took  it  away  to  her 
Young :  But  fome  live  Coals  it  feems,  that  ftuck  to% 
fee  the  Neft  on  Fire.    The  Krds  were  not  as  yet 
fledged  enough  tofluft  for  d^en^feh^es,  but  upon  Spraw- 
ling and  fttugdii^  to  get  dear  of  the  Fhune,  down 
(b^  |ambled^nid^;:Q^ldl,  bto  the  very  Moudi  of  the 
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Fox,  that  (tood  gfiping  under  the  Tree  to  fee  the  End 
on't :  So  that  the  Fox  had  the  Satisfaction  at  laft  of 
devouring  the  Children  of  her  Enemy  in  the  very  Sight 
of  the  £hm. 

.The  Moral. 

God  refervis  to  himfelf  the  Punijhment  of  faithUfs  and  offrejpng 
Governors,  and  the  Vindication  of  bis  own  trorjhip  and  Al* 
tars, 

REFLECXiON. 

THIS  is  to  give  great  Men  to  underftand,  that  no  Power 
upon  Earth  can  protccl.them  in  the  Exercife  of  Tyranny  and 
Jufticc,  but  that  fooner  or  later  Vengeance  will  overtake  Op- 
prefTors.  It  does  likewifc  condemn  Treachery  and  Breach  of 
Faith,  even  towards  the  moft  perfidious. 

The  Morality  of  this  Fidion  looks  feveral  ways«  Here's  firft 
a  Le^ue  betwixt  an  Eagle  znA  a  Fox,  which  would  be  a  moft 
incongrous  Alliance,  if  it  were  not  in  the  Cafe  of  that  prince- 
ly Bird's  Departure,  from  the  Dignity  of  her  Charader,  and 
from  the  Obligation  of  royal  Juftice  :  So  that  ^fop  has  aptly 
enough  matched  ^  faith' breaking  Prince  with  a  perfidious  Sub- 
jeft,  and  fancy'd  a  knavifti  Favourite  as  xht  fitteji  Aftnijierhx 
iuch  ^Governour,  In  the  Ea^l/s  deflroying  the  Fox^s Cubs,  thcnc's 
Power  cxercis'd  with  Oppreffion,  and  the  Curfes  of  the  Fox 
that  purfu'd  the  OpprefTor,  were  not  fent  in  vain  neither,  as 
appears  by  the  Sequel.  We  are  likewife  to  take  notice  that 
Juftice  is  facred,  and  that  no  Provocation,  either  of  infolent 
Language  or  Behaviour,  can  warrant  the  Violation  of  it. 

And  it  is  further  fuggefted  to  us,  that  when  People  are  in 
a  Train  of  Wickednefs,  one  Sin  treads  upon  the  Heel  of  ano* 
ther.  The  Eagle  begins  with  an  Invafton  upon  the  Rights  of 
Hofpitality  and  Common  Faith  ;  and  at  the  next  Step  advanceai 
to  Sacrilege,  in  robbing  the  Altar.  And  wJiat  follows  upon'c 
now,  but  a  divine  Judgment,  that  fets  fire  to  her  Neft,  and 
avenges  the  Cafe  of  the  very  Fox,  though  one  of  the  falleft 
of  Creatures !  From  hence  we  are  to  gatjier  thefe  two  Doc- 
trines for  our  Inftruftion.  Firft,  that  the  Mifdemeanours  of 
temporal  fovereign  Powers  are  fubje^led  only  to  the  Animad* 
verfion  of  the  fupremc  Lord  of  the  Univerfe.  AndSecondly, 
that  in  the  Cafe  of  Tyranny  itfelf,  it  is  not  for  private  Men 
to  pretend  to  any  other  Appeal. 

Fab. 
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F  A  B.  73.    A  iptt^bnntiman  and  a  g)to?li. 

A  Poor  innocent  Sfark  had  the  ill  Hap  to  be  taken 
in  a  Net  that  was  laJd  for  Geefe  and  Cranes,  The 
S:ork*s  Plea  for  herfelf  was  Simplicity  and  Piety :  The 
Love  flic  bore  to  Mankind,  and  the  Service  ihc  did  in 
picking  up  venomous  Creatures.  This  is  all  true,  £iy^ 
the  Huibandman ;  but  they  that  keep  ill  Company,  if 
they  be  catch'd  with  ill  Company,  muft  expcdb  to  fuf- 
f(T  with  ill  Company. 

The  Moral. 

^Tii  as  much  as  a  MafCt  Life^  Fortunt  and  Rtputatim  an  wirth^ 
to  kitp  good  Companj  (over  and  above  the  Contagion  of  lewd 
Examples ; )  for  as  Birds  of  a  Feather  will  flock-together, yi 
if  the  good  and  bad  be  taken  together y  tbey  muft  expe£l  to  go 
she  JVay  of  all  Flejh  together. 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  is  to  bid  Men  have  a  Care  what  Company  thcjr 
keep  ;  for  when  the  good  and  the  bad  are  taken  together,  thc^ 
muft  go  together.  Not  but  that  a  Man  may  lie  under  fome 
Obligation  of  Duty  and  Refped,  toviftt,  eat,  and  correfpond 
with  many  People  that  he  does  not  like.  And  this  may  be 
li-cU  enough  done  too ;  provided  it  be  out  of  Decency,  Dif- 
cretion,  or  good  Manners,  rather  than  upon  Choice  and  In- 
cliration.  We  cann6t  honeRly  let  a  civil  Enemy  into  a 
Town  that  is  bedeged,  or  hold  any  fort  of  Intelligence  with 
him  (though  but  in  a  bare  Curiofity)  about  the  Affairs  of  tlie 
Garrilbn.  Let  a  Man  conddcr  now,  how  much  more  dan- 
gerous and  unwarrantable  it  is  to  take  an  Enemy  into  oi:r 
SjuIs,  than  into  our  Forts.  With  all  Honour  yet  to  a  bra\  e 
AJ\  erfary,  apart  from  his  Caufe. 

'Tis  the  Fortune  of  many  agood  Man  to  fall  into  bad  Com- 
pany, and  to  be  undone  by't,  and  yet  no  w^  Guilty  all  this 
while,  of  the  Iniquity  of  his  Companions.  The  Letter  of  thr. 
Law  (Weeps  all  in  fuch  a  Cale,  without  DiftinAion  of  Per- 
Lns :  To  (ay  nothing  of  the  Shame  and  Diflionour  of  hcin^ 
taken  up  with  Rogues  and  Felons ;  over  and  above  the  Lulit 
of  publick  JufHce,  and  the  Contagion  of  a  lewd  Con  ver fat  ion. 
Shew  mo  the  C^ispanj  (iay9  the  Adage)  and  Fll  tell  ycu  tht 
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Aian.  What  would  a  body  think  now  of  a  prime  Atmiftr 
that  ihouM  conjobUe  Matters  of  State  with  TumUin  and  Bwf- 
f$$Hs ;  confer  Politicks  with  Tinkers  and  Carmen  ?  Would 
not  any  Man  judge  their  Souls  to  be  of  the  (ame  Standard  and 
Allay  ?  and  mat  there  were  no  more  betwixt  diem.than  Cro6 
or  Pil^  li^ch  (hould  be  the  Lord,  and  ¥^ch  the  Scoundrd? 
Or  accordii^  to  the  Fable,  wfaidi  the  Stmrk^  and  which  the 
G^€  ?  For  'tis  not  the  Purple,  but  the  Virtue  diat  mako  i 
Mm  rf  Hmmr  i  truly  fo  called. 


Fab.  74.  A  O^op  and  jTalft  91atlllief« 

ASbepberifs  Boy  had  gotten  9,  rpraiy  Trick  of  cry- 
ing [a  H^plfej  a  /#^,]  when  mac  was  no  fin 
Matter^  and  fbcuing  the  Country  Ptoplc  mAfalfe  A- 
larms.  He  had  been  at  this  Sport  to  manv  dnoci  in 
Jeft,  that  they  would  not  believe  him  at  laft  when  he  I 
was  in  Eameft :  And  fo  the  fybhes  brake  in  upon  the 
Flock,  and  worry*d  the  Sbcep  at  IMealiire. 

The  Moral. 

./£r  198^  ie  a  very  wife  M{m  thai  hmus  the  trut  BmmA^  mi 
Mtafitris  rffiobiigj  Viitb  a  Refu^  to  Hme^  Pkct^  M^Urs^ 
Pirfinsy  &c.    But  Rdigim^  pujbu/s^  and  Cafes  ^  Cm^  t 
quenct  muft  be  excefted  eut  ef  that  fart  rfLihertj^ 

REFLECTION. 

A  ooimnon  Liar  ((ays  the  old  Moral)  Ihall  not  be  beEeved^  |2 
even  when  he  Qieaks  true :  But  there's  a  great  dad  moie  int, 
of  ^hich  hereafter. 

There's  not  one  Man  of  a  thouiand  that  underftapdi  d» 
juft,  theiafe,  warrantaUey  decent,  and  precife  Limits  of  dot  h 
which  we  cadi  bantcrii^,  or  fooling :  But  it  is  either  too  ; 
coarie,  too  rude,  too  churlifli,  too  bitter,  too  much  00% 
too  pedantick,  too  fine,  out  of  Meafure,  or  out  of  Setto 
Now  the  leaft  Error  or  Miflake  in  the  Mara^  of  thb  Hi>" 
mour,  lays  Peopk  open  to  groat  Cenfure  and  RfeproadL  k  \^ 
is  not  evmr  Man's  Talent  to  know  when  and  how  to  cil  '^ 
out  a  pkaiant  Woid,  withfuchaRqprd  toModeftyandK^l' 
fpeft,  as  not  to  tran%re&  the  true,  and  fSur  AUowaaooflfr 
Wit,  good  N^ure,  and  good  Breeding.    TheSkQl  iiid  f^y 
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culty  of  governing  this  Freedom  within  the  Terms  of  Sobrie- 
ty and  I^fcietion,  poes  a  great  Way  in  the  ChanAer  of  an 
agreeaUe  Omverfiitions  for  that  which  we  call  Raillery,  in 
this  Scnfe,  is  the  very  Sawce  of  civil  Entertainment :  And 
without  fome  liich  TinAure  of  Urfaanifjr,  even  in  Matters  the 
moft  ierious,  the  cood  Humour  fidter^  for  want  of  RefrcOi* 
ment  and  Relief:  But  therefs  a  MAdam  yet  betwoct  all-R$l^ 
and  ^Jl-PUhfiphiT.  I  mean  a  proper  and  difareet  Mixture, 
that  in  fixne  fort  partakes  of  bodi,  and  renders  Wiidom  itfelf 
b  much  die  more  grateful,  and  eflhdual.  The  Gravity,  in 
fliort,  of  the  one,  is  enUvenM  with  the  Spirit  and  Qyicknefi  of 
Aeothers  and  the  Gaiety  of  a  diverting  Word  lervcs  as  a  Ve- 
hide  tt>  convev  the  Force  of  the  Intent,  andBdieaning  of  it. 
Bttttfaemain  Drift  at  hft  of  this  Fable,  is  to  fliewusthedan- 
l^roue  Conicquenoes  of  an  improper  and  an  unfealiMiable 
feeing:  Widi  all  refeeft  however  to  the  Ornament  and  Ad- 
vamageof  a  finetious  Freedom  of  Difoouife,  vrithin  the  Com- 
pa&  erf*  Sobrietv  and  Honour.  To  condude;  the  Sbepbirf% 
£9  went  too  nr  upon  the  Topick  dnt  he  did  not  underftand. 


F A B.  75*    An  Cagle  and  a  DatlU 

AN  J£i^i!f  made  a  iloop  at  a  I^ps^i  trufiMit;  and 
took  It  cleverly  away  with  h(cr.  A  mimical  IXftt^, 
that  iaw  this  Ea^doit,  would  needs  try  the  fiime  Ex- 
periment upon  a  Ram :  But  his  Claws  were  i>  fhackled 
m  the  Fleece  with  higgii^  to  Ret  him  up,  that  the 
Shepherd  came  in,  and  caught  him,  before  he  could 
dear  himfiblf ;  he  cUpc  hit  Wings  and  carried  him 
home  to  his  Qiildren  to  play  widiaL  Thev  came  pi- 
ping about  him,  and  ask'd  their  Father  wnat  ftnuige 
Bird  that  was?  Why,  &vs'he,  hi^U  tell  you  himfeif 
that  he's  an  Et^k\  out  if  youfll  taka  my  Weed  for'c ; 
I  know  him  to  be  a  ZXici;. 

The  Moral. 


^ftsabfgt  Digrif  tfFamtJ Olid ROft  fir  AUni^  tah mtre  9tpm 
ibem  tiam  they  are  aUe  ^  p  tbrngh  witbali  and  tbt  End  tf 
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REFLECTION. 

*Tis  vain  and  dangerous  to  enter  into  Competitions  with 
our  Superiors,  in  what  kind  foever,  whether  it  be  in  Arms, 
Letters,  Expence,  Strength  of  Body,  Arts  and  Sciences,  or 
the  like.  'Tis  impoflxble  for  anjr  Man,  in  fine,  to  take  a  true 
^eafure  of  another,  without  an  exad  Knowledge  and  a  true 
Judgment  of  himfelf.  Nay,  the  Attempt  of  any  Thing  a- 
bove  our  Force,  with  Vanity  and  Prefumption,  moft  certain** 
]y  ends  in  a  Mifcarriage  that  makes  the  Pretender  ridiculous. 
The  out-doing  of  a  great  Man  in  his  own  Way,  favours  in 
fome.  degree  of  ill  Manners,  as  it  is  upon  the  main  a  high 
Point  of  Indifcretion.  One  Man  takes  it  for  an  Affront  to 
be  out-witted:  Another  to  be  out-fool'd,  as  Nerp  could  not 
endure  to  be  out-fiddled;  but  in  ihort,  be  the  Matter  never 
fo  great,  or  never  fo  trivial,  'tis  the  fame  Cafe  as  to  the  En- 
vy of  the  Competition. 


F  A  B.  76.    A  Dog  in  a  O^aitger. 

AChurlifh  envious  Cur  was  gpttcn  into  a  Manger^ 
and  there  lay  growling  and  fnarling  to  keep  die 
Horfes  from  their  Provender.  The  Dog  eat  none 
himielf,  and  yet  rather  ventured  the  ftarving  his  6wn 
Carcafe  than  he  would  fufFcr  any  Thing  elfe  to  be  the 
better  for*t. 

The  Moral., 

Etvuy  pretends  to  no  other  Happiiufs  than  what  it  derives  from  the 
Mifery  of  other  PeopUy  and  will  rather  eat  nothing  itfelf  them 
not  tojiarve  thofe  that  would. 

REFLECTION. 

WE  have  but  too  many  Men  in  the  World  of  tViS  Doft 
Humour ;  that  will  rather  punifh  themielves,  than  not  be 
troublefomc  and  vexatious  to  others. .  There's  an  Envy  of 
good  Things  too,  as  well  as  of  good  Men  ;  but  this  Fable  is 
(o  well  known  that  it  is  moralized  in  a  common  Proverb. 

If  fome  Men  might  have  their  Wills,  the  very  Sun  in  the 
Firmament  fliould  withdraw  his  Light,  and  they  would  fub- 
mit  to  live  in  perpetual  Darknefs  themfelves,  upon  Conditi- 
on 
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on  that  the  reft  of  the  World  might  do  fo  for  Company. 
Whatfocvcr  their  Neighbour  gets,  they  lofe,  and  the  ve- 
ry Bread  that  one  eats,  nukes  t'other  meeker :  Which  is  the 
genuine  Moral  of  the  Fable.  There  is  in  this  Malevolence, 
fomewhat  of  the  Punifliment,  as  well  as  of  tlie  Spite  of  the 
damn'd  ;  they  take  Delight  in  other  Peoples  Miferies,  and  at 
the  fame  time  are  their  own  Tormentors.  This  diabolical 
Envy  is  deteftable,  even  in  private  Perfons ;  but  whenever 
the  governing  Part  of  a  Nation  comes  to  be  tainted  with  it, 
there's  nothing  fo  facred  that  a  corrupt,  fupercilious,  ill-na- 
tur'd  Minifier  will  not  facrifice  to  this  execrable  Pafllon. 
No  Man  (hould  eat,  live,  or  breathe  common  Air,  if  he 
could  hinder  it.  'Tis  the  Bus'ne(s  of  his  Life,  and  the 
Delight  of  his  Soul,  to  blaft  all  forts  of  honeft  Men,  and  not 
only  to  leflen  their  Charaders,  and  their  Services,  but  to 
range  them  in  the  number  of  publick  Enemies :  And  he  had 
twenty  times  rather  fee  the  Government  fink,  than  have  it 
thought  that  any  Hand  but  his  own  Ihould  have  a  Part  in  the 
Honour  of  favmg  it.  Now  he  that  betrays  his  Mafter  for 
Emy^  will  never  fail  of  doing  it  iot Money:  For  the  gratifying 
of  this  canker'd  Malignity  is  but  another  way  of  {blling 
him,  only  the  Spite  is  antecedent  and  fubfcr\'ient  to  the 
Corruption:  But  this  Court-Envy  is  not  altogether  ths 
Envy  of  the  Dog  in  the  Fable.  For  there's  a  Mixture 
of  Avarice  and  Intereft  in  the  former,  whereas  the  other 
is  a  fpiteful  Malignity  purely  for  Mifchief-fake.  The  Dog 
will  rather  ftarve  himfelf  than  the  Ox  (hall  eat  \  but  the 
Csurtier  will  be  fure  to  look  to  one,  whoever  elfe  goes  to 
the  Devil. 


Fab.  77.     A  €)Ijcep  and  a  CtOtP* 

There  was  a  Cr&w  fat  chattering  upon  the  Back  of 
;i Sheep:  Well!  Sirrah,  fays  the  Sbeepj  you  durft 
not  ha*  done  this  to  a  Dog,  ^^T^y>  I  know  that,  fays 
die  Crozvy  as  well  as  you  can  tell  me,  for  I  have  the  Wit 
to  confider  whom  I  have  to  do  withal.  I  can  be  as 
quiet  as  any  body  with  thofe  that  are  quarrelfomc,  and 
I  can  be  as  troublefbme  as  another  too,  when  I  meet 
with  thofe  that  will  take  it. 

The 
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The  Moral. 

^fis  the  Naturi  and  Praain  9r  DnUs  and  &^lfmn\  U  he  hA- 
tmt  t$UMtrds  tbrfi  that  will  bear  it^  andasjiavifi  U  §then 
that  are  mere  than  their  Match. 

REFLECTION. 

TIS  no  new  thing  for  an  Innocent  Simplicity  to  be  made 
the  Support  of  bantering  Drolls,  and  Bufioons.  This  is  to 
tell  modeft  and  well-meaning  Men  what  thev  are  to  expeft  in 
this  World,  andwhM  they  ar^to  truft  to  wnere  thereunota 
Power  fufficient  to  repel  Force  by  Force :  and  it  fervcs  fur-' 
ther  to  keep  this  Check  upon  the  Infoknt,  that  there  are 
others  as  much  too  hatd  for  thtifn,  as  they  are  for  thoie  thst 
they  oppnefs.  This  CntUf  is  much  of  the  Humour  of  the  J!(6- 
Kk.  They  are  Tongue-valiant^  ^tb  true,  and  as  bold  as  Her* 
eules  where  they  know  there's  n^Dangef ;  but  throw  a  VoDe^ 
of  Shot  among  them,  and  they  have  not  the  Courage  of  fo 
many  Hares.  And  what  is  all  this  now,  but  according  to 
the  Guife  of  the  World,  Ged  threatens  Kin^s^  (as  Dr.  &nnt 
has  it)  Engs  Lerds^  as  Lords  do  us4  He  that's  a  Tyrant  ovtf 
one  Man  is  a  Slave  to  another. 


Fab.  78.    A  Camel  praying  for  |)O|n0« 

IT  ftuck  filthily  in  the  CamePs  Stdtnadi,  that  SutU^ 
Stags^  Uons^  Bearsy  and  the  like,  Ihould  be  airoed 
vdth  Hams  J  Teetbj  and  Claws  j  and  that  a  Creature  of 
his  Size  ihould  be  left  naked  and  Defenodeis.  Upon 
this  Thoi^t  he  fell  down  upon  his  nunow-bofies,  and 
beg^d  of  Jupiter  to  give  him  a  pair  of  Horns,  but  the 
Requeft  was  io  ridiculous,  that  Jupiter y  inftead  of 
taming  him,  ordered  him  to  be  cropt,  and  ib  punifhM 
him  with  the  Lofs  of  his  Ears,  which  Nature  had  al* 
kywM  him,  for  being  {o  unreaibnable  as  to  ask  for 
HomSy  that  Providence  neve^  intended  hiak 
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?AB. 79.    AjToicand a |)are to Slupfte^^ 

/kv  and  a  Hare  mfcntcd  a  Petition  to  J$ifiier. 

L  The  Fay  pray'd  tor  the /isr^s  Swifmds  erf*  Foot, 

die  i&r^  for  the  Fox's  Craft  and  Wylincfi  of  Ad- 

s.    J^^er  told  dftm,  diat  fince  every  Creature 

fome  Advantage  or  other  peculiar  to  itiU^  it 
lid  not  ftand  with  divine  Juftice,  diat  had  provided 
vdlibr  every  one  in  parucular,  to  omferaU  upon 


F  A  B.  80.   A  peacocit  to  3lun(u 

'^W^  Peacock^  theyl^,  laid  it  extremely  to  Hearty 
.  diat  being  Jwuf^  darlh^  Bird^  he  had  not  the 
\UaigaP%  Voice  fuper-added  to  die  Beauty  erf*  his 
n  Phunet.  Upon  this  Subjeft  he  petitioned  his  P^ 
tie^y  vdio  gave  him  for  Aniwer,  that  Ptovidenoe 
1  af^p'd  every  Bird  its  Proportion,  and  fo  bad  lym 
itcnt  himfelf  with  his  Lot 

The  MoR  A  L  of  the  three  Fables  above. 

r  Bmmtiisrf  Heaven  ari  infiuhmmmerMflributed^thateve- 
7  E%fhg  Crmtwri  has  its  Jbare\  hejide^  that  to  iifirt  Things 
igainfi  Naturt^  is  effe£hialfy  t§  Uanu  the  very  Authit  ef  Na^ 
mre  it/e^. 

REFLECTION. 

[N  thefe  diree  Fabks  is  let  forth  the  Vanity  of  luuutu- 
Wiflle^  and  foolifli  Pnyerss  which  sue  not  only  to  be 
oded,  but  they  deferve  alio  to  be  puniflied.  Providence 
\  made  an  Equal  Diftribution  of  natural  Gifts,  whereof  each 
eaitoie  ievecally  has  a  Share;  and  it  is  not  for  this  or  that 
rtfcubr  to  pretend  to  all :  So  that  confidering  the  Equality 
the  Divifum^  no  Cieatuie  has  Caufis,  either  to  boaft,  or  to 
npbio.  Weare  never  content  with  the  Bounties  of  Pro- 
Imoe.  One  would  have  a  Voice ;  t'other  ny 'Cloatbs ;  and 
Ilk  every  Man  would  have  all,  we  chaige  Providence  with 
juflioe  for  not  giving  to  every  Man  alike.  Socrates  was  in 
t  right  in  (ayingy  t&t  in  cau:^  Mbn  were  to  go  wiiere  he 

(hould 
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fhould  have  the  Choice  before  him,  of  all  the  ill  Things  and 
all  the  good  Things  in  Nature,  he  would  come  Home  again 
the  fame  Man  that  he  went  out. 

It  is  to  be  noted,  upon  the  Diftribution  of  the  Matter  of 
du'fe  three  Fables,  that  the  Camel  prays  for  Weapons  ofien- 
live,  and  defenfive,  either  for  the  encountring  of  Danger^ 
<^  the  repelling  of  them.  The  Fox  and  the  Han^  for  the 
Means  of  avoiding  them.  And  the  Peacock  for  a  Voice,  an- 
fwerable  to  his  Beauty.  And  all  their  Prayers  are  to  no  Pur- 
pofe,  but  to  the  Reproach  of  the  Petitioners,  and  to  the  G)n- 
fufion  of  vain  Dcdrcs.  What  is  all  this  but  an  Appeal  from 
Heaven  to  Heaven  itfelf ;  and  petitioning  Providence  againft 
Providence,  in  a  Recourfc  from  one  Providence  to  another? 
The  Determinations  and  Appointments  of  Heaven  are  no 
more  to  be  difputcd  and  controuled  than  they  are  to  be  made 
better,  and  improved  ;  and  we  muft  not  prefume  to  judge  of 
the  Goodnefs  and  Juftice  of  Heaven,  by  the  Frailties  and 
Corruptions  of  Fldh  und  Blood.  We  were  not  of  Counfcl 
with  the  Almighty,  either  in  the  making,  or  in  the  regulating 
of  the  World,  and  we  have  no  more  right  to  advife  liim  in 
the  governing  of  it.  The  Power,  in  fine,  that  Rules  in  the 
Nature  of  Things,  is  no  other  tlian  a  divine  Influence. 

Why  (hould  not  tiie  Nighiingal  tn\y  the  Peacoci's  Train,  as 
well  as  the  Peacock  envy  the  NightingaVs  Note  i  And  why 
fhould  not  all  the  Works  of  the  Creation  expoftulate  at  the 
fame  Rate,  and  upon  the  (ame  Grounds?  Why  has  not  Man 
the  Wings  of  an  Eagle  to  carry  him  from  Danger,  or  to  &- 
tisfy  his  Curiofity  what  the  World's  a  doing  ?  Why  has  he  not 
the  Sagacity  of  a  Dog^  the  Paw  of  a  Lion^  the  Teeth  of  a  Ln* 
pard^  the  Heels  of  a  Courfer^  and  the  like  \  And  have  not 
brute  Animals  the  fame  Equity  of  Complaint  on  the  other 
Hand,  for  want  of  the  Faculties  and  Advantages,  intellefhial, 
and  moral  of  Mankind  ?  So  that  here's  a  civil  War  that  nini 
through  all  the  Parts  of  the  Univerfc,  where  nothing  is  plo- 
fed  with  his  own  Lot,  and  no  Remedy  at  laft;  but  fayjfieir 
moulding  the  World  over  again.  I'his  inordinate  JVppetitt 
has  been  the  overthrow  of  many  a  Kingdom,  Family  and  Com- 
monwealth. 

To  ask  Impoffibilities,  in  fine,  is  ridiculous,  and  to  ask 
Things  unnatural  is  impious  :  For  to  take  upon  us  to  blame  or 
mend  the  Works  of  Providence,  is  to  fuppofe  the  Divine 
Wifdom  liable  to  Mifcarriagcs  and  Miflakes.  Thefe  Mutter- 
ings  are  but  foolifh  alfo,  even  to  the  degree  of  Madnefsitfclfi 
for  there's  no  Thought  or  Poffibility  of  Relief  in  the  Cafe. 

4  Such 
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Such  as  we  are  God  has  made  us :  Our  Poft  and  our  Station 
is  appointed  us,  and  the  Decree  is  not  to  be  reversed. 


.     F  A  B.  8 1 .    An  iDItl  tSAta^H  and  ^kt^ 

AN  eld  ff^edtte  that  was  now  almoft  paft  moufingi 
try*d  what  fhe  coilld  do  by  her  Wits,  when  fhe 
found  (he  could  live  no  longer  upoA  the  Square,  and 
fo  cbnve]^  her  felf  into  a  Meal-TCub  for  the  ^dice  to 
come  to  A^,  fince  fhe  could  not  go  to  them.  They 
came  thick  and  throefokl  for  a  time,  as  (he  expeAed 
dicjr  (hould,  till  at  laft  one  experienced  Stager,  that 
had  baffled  twenty  Traps  and  Tricks  before,  difco- 
vcr*d  the  Plot,  and  quite  fpoil*d  the  Jelt 

The  Moral. 

Vie  want  rf  Ftrciy  Stretchy  and  other  Abilities  t4  compafs  tmr 
.  Rfiis^  muji  tfefupfifd  hf  Indufiry  and  Invention. 

REFLECTION. 

Knaves  Uve  as  nami^lly  uponFools,  cis  Spiders doiipon 
flies,  and  the  Want  of  downri^t  Forcv  oiuft  be  fupply'd  by 
Art  But  Time,  that  difcovers  the  Truth  of  things^  lays  o- 
pcD  Frauds  tdo,  and  doubk  Dealings  ^  and  after  that  Difco^ 
tery,  thercf s  lio  paffing  the  fame  Trick  upon  the  Aiice  and 
•Rtff  here  ov^r  again.  A  Body  would  thiiik  now  that  rea- 
dable Creatures  (hould  at  leaft  have  the  Wit  of  Vermin,  and 
Sot  run  chcir  Necks  over  and  over  into  the  fame  Noofe ;  but 
in  de^ite  of  Claps  and  Surfeits,  Men  we  (ee  will  be  whoring 
tad  fiidling  on  ftill.  And  the  fame  Bait  of  Liberty  and  Pro- 
ptrty  will  ferve  for  the  common  People  in  fecula  feculerumy 
tan  after  they  have  been  choak'd^  beggai^d,  and  poifou*d 
irith  it  five  hundred  times  before. 


^MIP 


F  A  B.  8  2.    An  K^Itl  C(ee  Tranfplanted. 

ACdtain  Farfner  h^d  one  choice   Apple-Tree   in 
his  Orchard,  that  he  valued  above  all  the  reft. 
Bid  nud:  his  landlord  every  Ye;ir  a  Prefcnt  of  the 
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Frait  on't.  He  likM  the  Apfks  {o  very  wdl>  that 
thing  would  fcrve  him  but  tranfplmting  the  Tree 
his  own  Grounds.  It  witherM  pre(endy  upon 
Removal,  and  fb  there  was  an  End  of  both  Fruit 
Tree  together.  The  News  was  no  Iboner  hcck 
to  the  Landlord,  but  he  brake  out  into  this  Reflo6 
upon  it :  This  comes,  iayi  he,  of  tranfplanting  an 
^ree^  to  gratify  an  eTCtravaguit  Appetite :  whereas 
I  could  have  contented  my  felf  with  the  Fruit,  and 
my  Tenant  the  Tree  fliU,  all  had  been  well 

The  Moral. 

Nature  has  btr  certam  Metbois  land  Seafimifir  the  doing  tfi 
things  and  there  muft  be  no  trying  of  Erperimcms  to  put 
out  of  her  Courfe. 

REFLECTION. 

THERE'S  voforcit^  Nature ag^unft  her  Bcafs,  or  iav 
ing  the  Methods  of  Providence.  Irregular  Dcfires  and  uo 
fonable  Undertakings  muft  exped  to  meet  with  Difappo 
ments.  There'»  a  proper  time  for  all  things,  and  not) 
iiicceeds  wdl,  but  what^s  done  in  Seafba.  And  this  is 
the  only  Cafe  neither,  where  an  extravagant  Appetite 
Humour  makes  People  forget  dn:  Methods  of  Deomcy 
Reafon.  As  in  unequal  Arches  for  the  Purpole  :  For  H. 
tying  is  but  a  kind  of  tranfplanting^  and  an  old  Fellow  i 
zyom^/f^emb^  may  very  wcU  pafs  for  a  Counterpart  of 
Fable. 


Fab.  83.    A  JTOjt  and  a  ^Oilt^. 

A  Fox  and  a  Gcat  went  down  by  conient  into  z  V 
to  drink,  and  when  they  had  quenchM  d 
Thirft,  the  Goat  &11  to  hunting  up  and  down  wh 
way  to  get  back  again.  Oh !  iays  Reynard j  Nc 
trouble  your  Head  how  to  get  back,  but  Usxn  t 
to  me.  Do  but  you  raife  your  felf  upon  your,  hind 
L^  vnth  your  fore-Feet  dolS  to  the  Wall,  and  d 
{Iretch  out  your  Head;  I  can  eafily  whm  up  to  y 
Horns,  and  fo  out  of  the  Well^  and  waw  you  a' 


^m 


e.  HicCTm/  puts  himielf  in  a  FoftiHie  Imftiediatdyj 
he  was  direded^  ff^  the  Fo)c  a  liftj  and  fe  cot  he 
rings!  But  Reynard^  Bu^e&  vm  now  only  td  niake 
ort  with  his  Companion^  inftead  of  helping  him. 
xne  hard  Wofds  the  GoiU  gave  him;  but  the  Foxvnts 
Fall  with  a  Jeft.  If  you  tod  Imt  lulf  ib  nradi  mid 
;  Beard^  iitys  he^  yod  would  have  bethought  your  felf 
ow  toget  up  again  befofe  you  Went  down; 

Thri  Moral. 

}  mfe  Adbk  wuUl  diigfs  mmj  tbag  fro  and  con  hefifti  hi  eohiii 
ufix  y^  mf  R^tttimi.  He  Uaites  nothh^  to  Chance  tmre 
tbOM  needs  m^i     There  fnu/f  lend  Banterhig eat  rfSaafin. 

REFL£CT!dN; 

IT  is  Wifdom  to  confMer  the  End  of  things  befoi«  w« 
mbark,  and  t^  foltcaft  Cotiftquenee&  It  is  alio  to  te  ex- 
oBed,  that  Mm  in  diftrefs  tiriU  look  to  themlelyes  in  thi 
irft  Place,  and  leave  their  Companions  to  fliift  as.  well  as 
h^  caiL  When  a  ICnave  and  an  honeft  Man  happen  td 
rt  embarked  together  in  the  fiune  common  Intereft,  the 
Sharper  IHrill  be  kire,  if  ever  it  C09ies  to  a  pinch,  to  fliift  for 
amfeify  and  leave  t'other  in  the  lurcb.  It  is  the  way  of  the 
't^orld  for  Meh  to  abandon  their  Benefii^rs,  and  to  make 
port  widi  thofe  that  raisM  them.  This  was  die  Trick  that 
be  Rx  ferv'd  the  Goat  here  m  the  fTeOi  to  (hew  us,  that  he 
ht  helps  another  nt  a  Plunge^  runs  the  rifque  of  being 
dt  in.  the  Mire  him&lf.  No  A^tteT  for  the  Morality  of  the 
Im,  fo  long  as  it  is  the  fWhion ;  and  he  that  advances 
limUf  upon  the  Ruin  of  another,  jttts  the  Reputation  of  a 
kbn  of  Art  and  Addiels.  The  Faemty,  ih  £ne,  and  the  Sim- 
jfidty  of  the  Godtj  (hews  us  whit  an  hbheft  M&n  i&  to  trufl 
io  dnt  keeps  a  Knave  Company. 

We  find  in  this  /iur,  the  Roguery,  the  Invftition^  and  tht 
MTilineTs  of  the  crafty  People  we  meet  with  abroad,  and  a 
iftly  Image  of  the  Faith,  Friendfhip,  good  Nature  and  Juftice 
Ittt  we  are  to  expeA  from  them.  We  cannot  therefore  keep 
)to  ftrift  an  Eye  upon  the  Life  and  Converfation  of  thofe  we 
knre  to  do  withal.  If  they  be  Men  of  Fraud,  theyTl  nevef 
lick  at  bringing  their  Friends  and  Compani6ns  Intd  Dangers^ 
Lofles,  and  Inconvenlencies  ;  fcour  off  themfelves,  and  leave 
bok  that  truft  them  to  pay  the  Reckoning.  But,  in  a  word, 
Us  Application  extends  to  Men  of  Trick  and  Defign  of  dl 
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forts;  let  it  be  in  Pleafulre^  Fortune,  Pride,  Envy,  vatj 
Glory,  Trade,  Law,  Marriages,  Quarrels,  Travels,  Ambition 
f^c.  ,  Wherefore  it  behoves  us  to  loot  hfore  tue  leapy  and  i 
Cafe  of  the  word  that  can  befal  us,  to  fecure  an  After-ganu 
"the  wint  o(  this  Forefigfit  was  the  Goafs  Ruin. 


Fab.  84.    CoCkjai  and  al^atttfUlje* 

ACock'MaJier  bought  a^  Partridge^  and  tum'd  ii 
among  his  Fighttng-Cochy  for  them  to  feed  tp^ 
gpther.  The  Cocks  beat  the  Partridge  away  frwn  theii 
Meat,  which  fhe  laid  the  more  to  Heart,  becaufe  ii 
looked  like  an  Averfion  to  her  purely  as  a  Stranger. 
But "  the  Partridge  finding  thefe  very  Cocks  afterwards 
cutting  one  another  to  pieces,  ihe  comforted  her  fell 
with  this  thoi^t,  that  fhe  had  no  reaibn  to  expefi 
they  fliould  be  kinder  to  her,  than  they  were  to  one 
another. 

The  Moral. 

*Tis  no  wonder  to  find  thofe  People  irouhlefomi  to  Strangers j  thrt 
cannot  agree  among  them/elves.  They  quarrel  far  the  Lovetf 
quarrelling  ;  and  provided  the  Peace  be  broken^  n^  matter  ufm 
what  Grnendy  or  with  whom. 

REFLECTION. 

there's  no  Peace  to  be  expeAed  among  thofe  that  are 
naturally  fierce  and  quarrelfome.  But  we  are  to  diftiAgiuOi 
however,  betwixt  Injuries  of  Malice  and  of  evO  Nature,  n 
we  do  between  Violences  in  hot  Blood,  and  thofe  of  deOie- 
rate  Spite  and  Intention;  which  we  find  in  thecomnioa 
Cafes  of  Man/laughter  and  Murder,  The  Dodbine  woBf  be 
briefly  this,  that,  fo  far  as  poflible,  we  are  to  avoid  lU  Com* 
panv;  but  where  we  are  forcM  upon't,  there's  no  Rem^  but 
Patience.  The  Cocks  here  did  but  according  to  their  ^ind^ 
and  it  is  the  lame  thing  with  wicked  Men  too  (as  Birds  of 
the  fame  Feather)  to  be  troublefome  to  other  People  as  weB 
as  to  one  another. 
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Fab.  85.  A  'Bjafffflitff  CratielleTv 

A/^Mi  FifiliW  that  had  been  abroad  in  the  Worid^ 
would  flill  be  tiring  all  Peoples  Ears  at  his  Kc^ 
turn  with  Stories  of  his  wonderful  A£bions  and  Ad-r 
ventures  in  his  Travels ;  and  particularly,  he  told  of 
a  Leap  he  took  at  Rbodes,  that  no  Body  there  could 
come  within  fix  Foot  on*t.  Now  this  (fays  he)  I  am 
able  to  prove  by  feveral  Witneffes  iipon  the  Place.  If 
this  be  true  (fcys  one  of  the  Company)  there's  no  nee4 
of  going  to  Rhodes  for  Witnefs:  Do  but  you  fanfy  this 
to  be  Rhodes^  and  then  (hew  us  the  Leap. 

The  Moral, 

TrmfelUrs  have  a  kind  of  Privllegt  to  romance  it^  and  to  till  Sto^ 
vies  at  large.  And  fir  thofe  that  doubt  the  Truth  of  the  Mat- 
tiTj  tbej  had  e^en  better  pafs  it  over  than  go  to  difprove  it, 

REFLECTION. 

*TIS  jfbolifh  to  appeal  to  Witneflcs  for  the  proof  of  wy 
^ittg,  when  'tis  not  a  P;;i  Matter  whether  the  Fa£t  iq  que* 
fijon  be  true  or  felfe;  ^d  fo  it  is  aUb  to  ta)k  of  Proofs  that 
gre  not  within  C^ ;  but  vain  Boafiers  are  naturajly  imper<« 
dnent;  and  they  talk  at  random,  without,  any  regard  to 
Tnith  and  Jujdgment.  There  may  be  a  double  yfe  made  of 
this  Fable :  Firft,  as  a  Difluaf^ve  to  thofe  that  ipen4  their  time 
in  idle  iiiGpid  Company.  Secondly,  As  a  Caution  to  thofe 
dot  are  tainted  with  tne  Levi^,  hot  to  niake  themfelves  ri- 
jGculou^  any  longer.  Nature  nas  written  Fpol  upon  the  Tip 
of  that  Man's  Tongue  tha^  will  be  always  telling  Stories  with 
an  r/ifi/  7^//,]  quid  [I  did  ThatJ]  Travellers,  they  fey,  may 
lye  by  Authority  ;  and  yet  our  Traveller's  Privilege  here  was 
not  hiffident  to  Protect' him  in  his  Vfuiity  from  making  fport 
to  the  Company. 


Fa  b.  85.     An  iQIpOSO^  to  the  jSD^aCle^ 

THERE  was  a  certain  ^tf»/rn»^  2>^i7  that  cook  a 
Journey  to  DdpboSj  a  purpofe  to  try  if  he  cduW 
put  X  Trick  upon  Jlpollo.    He  carry*d  a  Sparrow  in  his 
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Hand  under  his  Coat^  and  told  the  God,  I  have  fonuz 
thing  in  mjf  Hand^  lays  he^  Is  it  dead  or  Uvhfg  ?  If  the 
pracU  fhouTd  fay  'twas  dead,  he  could  (hew  it  alive^ 
if  living,  ^twas  but  fcmeezing  it,  and  then  ^twas  dca4« 
He  that  &W  the  Mahce  of  his  Heart,  gave  him  this 
Anfwer  :  It  fhall  e^en  be  which  of  the  two  you  pleafe; 
for  'tis  in  your  Qioice  to  h^ve  it  either  the  one  or  the 
Other. 

The  Moral. 

Prefifffiim  bads  Pe9pU  H  Infiiifyj  in  a  triet^  andfi  Ij  infmr 
fihU  Dignes  t$  Atbtifm :  F^  vi$n  Men  hant  mice  ^ft  ejf  a 
ftivere^eefir  Rdigka^  tbey  are  cetfii  vrithim  $ne  St^  ^  bngb^ 
i^g  at  it. 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  ppints  gtthQ  Foflv  and  Wickednefi of  thoie  McQ 
that  t)iink  to  play  fzSk  and  ioole  with  God  Ahni^ity,  whQ 
fees  the  very  Thoug}its  of  our  Hiearts.  This  way  or  feoSog 
{n  holy  Things,  is  a  much  bolder  fort  ef  Impiety  than  it  is 
commonly  taken  for.  He  that  pretends  to  doubt  of  aoi^- 
kncwing  Power,  h^  as  much  right  to  doubt  of  an  Mmgbtj 
power  too ;  and  the  bringing  of  one  Attribute  in  QuetDOQ 
opens  the  way  to  a  Diflyence  of  all  the  reft.  It  woiuSI  pie- 
yent  a  great  de^I  of  Wickednefs  in  the  World,  if  Men  wouU 
but  live  and  a&  in  religious  Matters  fo  as  to  own  and  to 
recognize  thg  Force  and  Awe  of  a  Deity  in  (heir  Prafticei. 
^  well  ^  in  their  Words:  But  when  they  come  to  ftffr|fn|f  and 
riddling  upon  it,  with  an  [If  it  be  fo  and  fo,]  the  Scandal  of 
tbe  Suppofition  is  ncut  to  be  borne  \  for  fuch  f,  way  of  feemiog 
to  a£Srm  ^  T'hing,  is  but  ope  Remove  from  a  flat  DenU  cjf 
it.  Such  was  the  bnpiftw^s  Queftion  here  to  the  Oracle^  which 
implies  both  the  Doubt  of  a  dtvine  Omnifcience^  and  a  Cun§tih 
to  difcover  the  Irufb  of  the  Matter,  with  a  Banter  at  tbe  £i» 
on't ;  and  fo  makes  a  confumfnatpd  Widpedliefe, 


Fab.  87.   A  aaoman  and  a  iFat  |)etu 

AQood  fTman  had  a  Hen  that  laid  her  every  ViKf  an 
£gg.    Now  fhe  £uicy7d  to  herfelf,  that  lipoa  a 
higer  Allowance  of  Com,  this  Hm  wi^  be  txou^t 
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in  time  to  lay  twice  a  Day.  She  try'd  the  Experi- 
ment ;  but  the  Hen  grew  fat  upon*t,  and  gave  quite 
over  laying. 

The.  Moral. 

Ht  that  has  a  great  deal  abrtady^  and  would  have  imre^  iviB  tuver 
think  he  has  emugb  *till  he  has  aU\  and  thafs  impojjible  : 
wherefore  wejhoulifet  Bounds  to  our  DeJtreSy  and  content  our 
fthc^  when  Wf  ore  welly  for  fear  of  hfing  what  we  had, 

.REFLECTION. 

KERENS  a  F^re  of  the  Folly  and  the  Mifchief  of  ygkk 
Defires,  and  an  immoderate  Love  of  Riches.  Covetoufnels 
IS  enough  to  make  the  M&ftcr  of  the  World  as  poor  as  he  thut 
has  jufT nothing ;  for  a  Man  may  be  brought  toa  Morftl  of 
Bread  by  Gripii^  as  well  as  by  Profufion.  HTis  a  Madnefi  for 
a  Body  that .  has  enough  already,  to  hazard  ail  for  the  get- 
nag  of  more,  and  then  upon  the  Mifcarriage  to  leave  himieif 
nothuifi.  lliis  was  the  Woman's  Cafe  and  Fault  here.  In 
few  Words,  there's  a  juft  Medium  betwixt  eating  too  mudi 
and  too  litde ;  and  this  Dame  had  undoubtedly  hit  upofft, 
when  the  Matter  was  fo  ordered,  that  the  Hen  brought  h#r 
eveqr  Ds^  an  Egg.  But  when  fhe  came  to  enlarge  the  Hell's 
Allowance  for  her  own  Profit,  upon  an  Opinion  that  moiie 
Com  would  prbduce  more  Eggs,  her  Avarice  mifled  her  into 
a  Difiippointment,  which  was  both  a  Judgmptt  upon  the  Sin, 
in  the  Lofi  of  what  (he  had  before,  and  an  Error  in  the  veiy 
Point  of  ManagR  and  good  Huiwivery ;  for  Repletion  oIh 
ftniAs  the  moft  neceflaiy  Offices  of  NaturCr 


Fab.  88.    A  ^an  bit  by  a  DO0^ 

ONE  that  was  bitten  hf  a  Dog,  was  adviied,  as 
the  beft  Remedjr  in  the  Wor^l  to  dip  a  Piece  of 
Bread  in  the  Blood  or  the  Wound,  and  give  it  the  Dog 
to  eat.  Ptay  hdd  your  Ibnd  ^  Htde  (fays  die  Man) 
unlels  you  have  a  mind  to  draw  all  the  Dogs  in  the 
Town  upon  me ;  for  that  will  certainly  be  the  end  on't, 
when  they  (hall  find  themfelves  rewarded  inftead  of 
punifh'd. 

H4  The 
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The  Moral. 

QooJ  Nature  is  a  great  Misfortune  where  it  is  not  numag*d  with 
Prudence.  Cbrijfian  Charity^  'tis  true^  Uds  us  return  Good 
for  Evil ;    hut  it  does  not  ohEge  us  yet  to  reward  where  wt 

.  Jbouldpunifiu 

REFLECTION. 

*  a         ■ 

THIS  is  tQ  inform,  us,  that  wicked  and  ill-naturM  Men 
are  not  to  be  obliged  by  Kindnefles,  efpecially  when  they  find 
they  may  be  the  better  for  Inlblence  i  for  at  that  Rate  he  that 
rewards  paft  Affronts,  draws  on  and  encourages  new  Ones. 
.There  are  churli(h  Curs  in  the  Moral  as  well  as  in  the  FabJe, 
and  9^e  are  here  taught  how  to  behave  ourfelves  upon  the 
biting  of  all  manner  of  Dogs.     Und^r  the  Rule  and  Coriec- 
tton  of  this  Allegory,  we  mav  reckon  Calumny,  Slangier,  and 
Detraction  in  any  Form  of  Figure  wbatfoev^r,  and  ^I  manner 
of  Affronts  and  Indignities  upon  our  good  Naines,  or  our  Per- 
fons.     There  may  be  Place  in  all  thefe  Caies  for  a  generous 
.  Charity  to  forgive  Oflences,  even  of  the  higheft  Ingratitude 
^nd  Malice ;   bi|t  it  is  not  advi(eable  to  reward  where  Men 
have  the  Tendernefs  not  to  punifii.     This  wav  of  Proceediif 
is  dangerous  in  gll  the  Aflairs,  publick  as  well  as  private,  of 
human  Life ;    for  'tis  a  Temptation  to  Villany,  wbep  a  Man 
fares  the  better  for  evil-doing.     Il)-Nature,  ifi  fine,  is  not  to 
be  cur'd  with  a  Sop ;  but  on  the  contrary,  quarrelfome  Ji^ 
as  well  as  quarrelfome  Cursy  are  worfe  for  fiur  Ufag^ 


Fab.  89.    A  Junteli  "htbtu 

THE  Sever  is  a  kind  of  arftpbihififs  Creatjire,  hot 
he  lives  moftly  in  the  fTater.  Ms  Stones,  they 
fdy,  are  medicinal ;  and  it  is  principally  for  their  Sal^ 
he  knows  that  People  feek  his  Lifej  arnl  therefcxe 
wi>en  he  finds  hinndTelf  hard  pinched,  he  bites  'cm 
offy  and  by  leaving  them  to  his  PutCiot^  he  laves 
himfelt 

The  Moral. 

ffien  a  greater  Interefl  is  at  Jiake^  Uif  awarrantaiU  Point  •f 
Honour  and  Dif(;retiony  to  compound  tbf  Hazard^' fy  farting 

with 
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with  tbtltfs',  fmidtdy  that  vA'tU  tm  ^ittbe  etu^  sw  nuf 
favt  the  ttbtr. 

REFLECTION. 

WE  find  this  Dodriiie  and  Pradke  to  be  verifyM  in  States 
Chaccs,  as  well  as  in  thoie  of  the  ^^^Wj  ;  that  is  to  ikjr,  where 
it  is  made  a  Crime  to  be  rich,  and  where  Men  are  fbrc'd  to 
lay  violent  Hands  on  themfelves,  to  be  fafe  and  quiet;  and 
with  the  Bruer  here  to  compound  with  their  Nutmegs  to  £ivc 
their" 


Fab.  90.    A C^Unttp  and  a DoIp|)fm 

ATihoiiry gave Chace to  a  Dolpbin\  and  when  hewas 
juft  ready  to  feize  him,  the  S!humrf  ftruck  before 
he  was  aware,  and  the  Dolpbin^  in  the  Eagemeis  of  his 
Purfiiit,  ran  Rimfelf  a^ground  with  him.  They  were 
both  loft ;  but  the  7^;iy  kept  his  Eye  ftill  upon  the. 
Dolfbin^  and  obferving  him  when  he  was  iuft  at  laft 
Gaip;  well,  iayshe,  the  Thought  of  Death  is  now  eafy 
to  me,  ib  long  as  I  fee  my  Enemy  go  for  Company. 


Fa  b.  91.    CtDO  €nemie0  at  €bea« 

THERE  were  two  Enemies  at  Sea  in  the  fame  Vcf- 
fcl,  the  one  at  the  Ship's  Head,  the  other  at  the 
Stem.  It  blew  a  dreadful  Storm,  and  when  the  VelW 
was  juft  ready  to  be  fwallow'd  up,  one  of  them  ask'd 
the  Maftcr,  which  part  of  the  Ship  would  be  firft  un- 
der Water ;  fo  he  told  him  the  t'other  End  would  fink 
firft  Why  then,  6ys  he,  I  fhall  have  the  Comfort  of 
feeing  my  Enemy  go  before  me. 

The  Moral  of  the  two  Fables  above. 

'Tts  a  wTitchid  SatisfaSfionj  that  a  rtoengifid  Man  takes j 
evm  in  the  bfotg  if  Us  own  Lifty  frmded  that  his  Enmj 
may  go  for  Con^any, 

REFLEC- 
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REFLECTION. 

THERE  is  fomc  Comfort  in  Campmyy  even  in  a 
of  Adverfity.  Society  is  fo  nocefEury  and  agreeably  to  I 
kind  in  all  Caib,  that  Death  it  cerniinlytw  more  unca^ 
a  Maif  s  going  alone  into  anocfacr  World :  But  the  Cor 
tion  pointed  at  in  this  Fable,  isy  d»t  which  an  cnnou 
takes  in  the  Ruin  of  his  Enoi^.  There  it  a  memoiabl 
^ftuice  to  this  Purpofe,  ofa  Gcntknum  thathadanEflat 
Lives,  and  two  of  his  Tenants  in  the  Leafe :  One  of  i 
'dies,  and  the  other  defires  his  Landlord  to  lay  both  F 
into  one,  and  accept  of  him  for  his  Tenant,  ihe  Gentk 
fitirly  excufed  himfelf,  and  away  goes  the  Man  in  a  Ra{ 
his  Wife,  told  her  how  it  was,  and  fiirore  a  great  Oath> 
lie  would  be  reveng'd  of.  his  Landlord.  Tliis  was  in. Ha 
time,  and  he  went  out  next  Day  to  his  Reisers,  but  ftaj 
Ibng,  that  his  Wife  fent  up  and  down  to  look  after  him. 
fhorten  the  Story,  they  found  him  at  laft  in  a  Dkch  vc 
uig  his  Heart  out.  The  Ma%  it  feems,  had  poifQii^d  '. 
fetf,  and  the  Revenge  upon  his  Landloid  was  the  defts 
Inm  of  his  Efhtc*  by  ddEroying  the  laft  Life  in  his  Leaic 
.one  Word,  Revenge  ftops  at  nothing  that's  violent  and  i 
ed.  It  divides  the  deaidl  Friends ;  embroils  Govemm 
and  t^irs  Families  to  Pieces.  But  to  fay  no  more  on*t, 
Hiftories  of  all  Ages  are  full  of  the  tragical  Outrages 
have  been  executed  by  thb  diabolical  Faffion  :  Befide,  th 
hardens  People  into  a  brutal  Contempt  of  Death,  (as  ii 
Fables  above)  where  they  may  but  fee  their  Enemies  £dl 
Company. 


F  A  B.  9  2.   A  JToittme^  teHee^ 

THere  was  a  kind  of  ^  petty  Conjurer^  that  mac 
his  Proieflion  to  relblve  Queftions,  and  tcD  j 
tunesy  and  he  held  forth  in  the  Maifkec-Place.  Vi 
was  brought  hhn,  in  the  very  Middfe  of  his  Sdic 
and  Cakuladons,  that  his  Houfe  was  tobbi'd  ;  am 
away  he  icour3  immediately  to  learn  the  Truth  c 
.As  he  was  running  Home  in  all  hafte,  aDrailtakesl 
up  by  the  Way,  with  this  fhort  QuefUon^  Friend^  ( 
he,)  how  come  you  to  be  fo  good  at  .telling  other  | 
pics  Fortunes,  and  know  lb  litde  of  your  ^wn  ? 
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F  A  B.  93.   A  Cnnnfns  SSIoman^. 

ACertakin  Dame,  diat  pals'd  in  the  World  under  tha 
Name  of  a  cuMuhig  fFiman^  tock  \xpan  her  to  a^ 
vert  divine  Judgments,  and  to  ibretd  ftrange  Thingi 
to  come  She  pky*d  the  counterfeit  Witch  fo  long, 
till,  in  the  G>ncluI]on,  fhe  was  taken  up,  arraign'd, 
try*d,  convided,  condemned  to  die,  and  at  laft  execu^ 
ted  for  a  Witch  indeed.  D'ye  hear,  good  Woman, 
(£qfs  one  to  her,  as  fhe  was  upon  the  Way  to  her  £x^ 
ccutkin}  are  the  Gods  fo  much  eafier  than  the  Judges, 
t}iat  you  fhoukl  be  able  to  make  them  do  any  Thing 
for  ye,  and  vet  could  not  prevail  with  the  Bench  for 
the  laving  Of  your  own  Life  ? 


F  ▲  B.  94*   An  astologet  and  a  Cca&eller^ 

A  Certain  Star-gazer  had  the  Fortune,  in  the  very 
hdght  of  his  cdeftial  Oblervations,  to  ftumUe 
into  a  Ditchi  a  fober  ifellow  mfling  l^,  gave  huu  a 
piece  of  whddbme  GxmiH.  Friend,  fays  he,  make  a 
r^it  Ufe  of  your  prefent  Misfortunes;  and  pray,  for 
die  filtiire,  let  the  Stars  go  on  quiedy  in  their  Cdurfes, 
and  do  you  look  a  little  better  to  the  Ditches. 

The  Mo  R  A  L  of  the  three  Fables  abov^. 

TbiTi  n§eds  no  more  than  Impudenci  and  Ignorance^  m  tbi  mm 
fiii^  ami  a  fupirfiitiws  CreduGty  on  the  otbir^  to  the  fitting 
up  if  a  Fortuni'^tittir. 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  ferves  for  a  Reproof  to  the  Ignorance  and  Confir 
denoeof  Eguro-JlU^erSy  Star-gazfrs^  Uc.  that  pretend  jto  fore« 
td  the  Fortunes  of  Kingdoms  and  States,  tod  yet  have  n^ 
foftBf^  at  all  in  what  concerns  themielves. 

T&  Moral  of  tbeie  Fables  ftrikesupon  the  Vanity  and  Ar- 
rogjgmoe  of  EmfirUks  and  Imp^uros  themfehis^  and  upon  the 
FoUy  of  the  fond  Biliiwrs  of  them.  The  Caution  holds. alfo 
9ffim  unlawful  CuriofiueH  ficUy,  and  fu|;^ffft&tVHis  Fanciei 

and 


lo8        IEso?'s  Fables. 


and  Dreams ;  fbre-bodings  of  ill  Luck,  as  the  croffing  of  a 
Hare,  the  fpilling  of  Salt,  ifc.  This  Humour,  let  it  look  never 
fo  little  and  fUly,  (as  it  pafles  many  times  only  for  frolick  and 
banter)  is  one  yet  of  the  moft  pernicious  Snares  in  hunian 
Life;  when  it  comes  once  to  get  Pofleffion,  and  to  gain  Credit, 
efpecially  among  Women  and  Cbildxen,  where  the  Imaginati- 
on is  ftrong  in  the  one,  and  the  Difpofition  is  as  pliant  as  Wax 
for  any  Impreffion  in  the  other.  Wherefore,  of  all  Things  in 
this  World,  Care  Is  to  be  t3jDen,-that  they  get  not  a  hankering 
after  tbck  juggling  A/lroIogerSy  Gypjits^  IFizards^  Fartime^tilUrs^ 
Cmjurers^  ^acks^  cufmif^  ffimen^  &C     To  fay  nothing  of . 
the  Fooleries  of  fortune  Books^  and  a  hundred  other  vu%ar 
Ways  of  Enquiry  into  the  Event  of  Atmursy  A£trruigiSj  Life 
andDiatbj  Travely  Play^  or  the  like ;  which  is  all  but  a  Tinfiure 
of  the  fame  capital  Infirmity.     If  theie  Pretenders  were  not 
better  fupported  by  the  Simplicity,  and  Devotion  of  the  inqui- 
fitive  Fools  that  confult  thofe  Oracles,  than  they  are  by  any 
Congruity  of  Premifles  and  Condufion,  or  by  the  ordinary 
way  of  tracing  Caufes  into  their  £fie6b,  the  Trade  would  not 
find  them  Bread ;  for  there's  no  Proportion  at  all  betwixt  the 
Means  and  the  End.     Not  but  that  the  Tilings  they  foem  to 
predid,  come  many  times  to  pafs ;  vet  (till  the  nearer  tbe 
Mark  in  their  ConjeAures,  the  more  mfpicious  is  tbe  Profef- 
fion  on  the  one  Hand,  and  the  more  djuigerous  is  the  Cl«dulj« 
ty  on  the  other ;  for  thofe  People  that  uke  upon  them  to  ler 
folvc  fuch  Doubts,  Scruples,  and  Difficulties,  as  art  not  to  be 
kiiown  by  any  natural  Proc^fs  of  reafoni|ig,  and  thofe  Mfo 
that  will  be  prying  by  for)}idden  Ways,  into  the  fecret  Coun^* 
eels  of  almighty  God,  are  both  juftly  punifh'd ;  the  one  in 
telling  the  Truth,  and  the  othpr  in  hearing  it ;  for  it  hardens 
the  one  in  his  Confidence  and  Prefumption,  and  the  other  i(i 
his  Curiofity  and  Superftition :  Over  and  above  the  Feats  that 
are  done  by  Confederacy  and  Intelligence ;  for  how  (hall  any 
Man  pretend  to  tell  me  my  Fortune,  that  knows  nothing  of 
his  own  ? 

There  are  Mountebanks^  and  Smatterers  alfo  in  Aa//as  wc(Ias 
in  Science ;  nay  and  perchance,  the  vainer,  the  more  ^orant^ 
and  the  more  mifchievous  of  the  two  \  for  all  thefe  Fables 
are  moraliz'd  in  Hiftory,  Praflice,  and  Converfation;  and  the 
FiAion,  match'd  at  leaft,  if  not  cut-done  in  Matter  of  FaA. 
And  thcfe  ordinary  Hocttjfes  hai'e  been  made  ufe  of  in  all 
Ages  too,  as  Tools  of  State ;  fometimes  for  the  Government^ 
other  while  againft  it,  as  the  Occafion  lay  faireft  for  the 
Game  that  was  then  a  playing.  It  goes  a  great  way,  when  na- 
*  '  tural 


^*r 


^sop's  Fabl£&  109 

tuial  Curiofity,  vulgar  Pmudice,  and  an  artificial  Applicati- 
on of  AAives  to  P^ves,  mall  be  affifted  with  the  Shayns  ofaf- 
tnUpcal  Ju4gnunts  and  Cakulatiens  over  and  above ;  though 
with  our  Cotgurers  here,  their  Ignorance  and  Prefumption  fa^ 
them  open  in  the  Condufioil,  to  the  Scorns  and  Contempt  of 
the  common  People; 


Fab.  95.    A  J)080J  and  his  Patfent* 

PRof  Sirj  bow  ffye  find  yaurfelf?  Says  the  Dr.  to  h& 
Patient.  Why  truly,  fays  the  Patient^  I  have  had 
a  vident  Sweat;  ob  the  bejl  Sign  in  the  Worlds  quoth 
the  Dr.  And  then  a  litde  wh2e  after  he  is  at  it  again, 
with  a  jTiTf  bow  ^yefind  your  Body?  Alas,  fays  the  t'o- 
ther, I  have  juft  now  fuch  a  terrible  Fit  of  Horror 
and  ihakingupon  mel  f^y  tbis  is  all  as  iijhouldky  fays 
the  Pby/kian^  it  (hews  the  mighty  Strength  of  Nature 
And  then  he  comes  over  him  a  third  time  with  the 
fame  Q^ftion  again  \  why  I  am  all  fwell*d,  lays  t'o- 
ther, as  if  I  had  a  I>opfy  j  beft  of  allj  quoth  the  Do^ 
Bor^  and  goes  his  way.  Soon  after  this,  comes  one  of 
the  fide  Man's  Friends  to  him  with  the  fame  Queftion, 
how  he  felt  himfelf ;  why  truly  io  well,  fayis  he,  that 
I  am  e'en  ready  to  die,  of  I  know  not  how  many  goo(| 
Signs  and  Tokens. 

The  MoR  AL. 

A  death-bed  Flattery  is  the  worfi  of  Treacheries. 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  gives  us  to  underftand  the  Praftice  of  the  World, 
and  that  Flattery  andTime-ferving  enters  into  the  moft  folemn 
Offices  of  Mankind.  To  flatter  foolifh  Men  into  a  hope  of 
Life  where  there  is  none  at  all,  is  much  the  fame  Thing  with 
betraying  People  into  an  Opinion,  that  they  are  in  a  virtu* 
oos  and  happy  State,  when  they  are  over-run  with  PaiEon, 
and  drown'd  in  their  Lufts.  The  one  has  the  fame  pef  ntciou» 
Effisfl  upon  our  Minds,  that  the  other  has  upon  our  Bodies  ; 
for  it  makes  us  carelefs  of  both.  There  are  certain  Decencies 
of  Form  and  Civility,  'tis  true,  that  purely  regard  Matters 
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of  ConverTation^  and  gcxxl  Manners ;  and  theft  Ref^eflti 
ought  to  be  prefeiVd :  fiut  Ceremolues  of  Mod^  and  Goodh 
plement  are  mightily  out  of  Seafon,  when  lAh  and  Salva* 
lion  come  to  be  at  (bke. 

It  falls  under  the  Profpcft  of  the  fame  T^ojHdc,  totonfider^ 
that  Kingdoms  and  Commonwealths  have  their.  Diflebipen» 
Intermiffionsy  and  Paroxy  fms,  as  well  as  iiatural  Bodies.  And 
that  a  glavering  G)uncil  Is  as  dangerous  on  the  one  fasfld^  as 
a  wheedling  Prieft,  or  a  flatterinff  PhyfidaUi  is  on  die  other. 
There  is  hardly  fuch  another  peft  m  a  Community,  as  a  ton- 
fort  of  Parafites,  that  feed  Governors  with  £dfe  Rme&atati^ 
bns  and  Reports  of  Men  and  of  Things.  Thcnr  tuft  betn^ 
their  Mafters  to  diihonour  and  ruin ;  and  then  tlmen  they  find  ' 
the  Veflel  finking,  fave  themfdves  in  the  Long-boat.  Stmmh 
the  bettiTj  quotih  the  DoSkr:  Ah^  ab^  (iays  the  imfirkd 
State/man)  tbafs  at  xuid  have  if,  Whni  at  th^iame  time 
the  Diftemper  is  as  mortal  to  the  Gtvtrmnmi  on  the  one 
hand,  as  to  the  Penient  on  the  other. 


^tt 


FAB.p6.  A  JFoiDler  and  a  Xladt'^Bftiy^ 

As  a  Fowler  wais  bending  his  Net^  a  Bladk-'BirJcaBfd 
to  him  at  a  diftance^  and  aflc'd  lum  what  he  was 
doing.  Why,  fays  he,  I  am  laying  the  Foundations  of 
a  City;  and  lb  the  Bird-Man  drew  out  of  Sight.  Hit 
Black^Bird  miftrufling  nothing,  flew  prefenoy  to  the 
Bait  in  the  Net,  and  was  taken »  and  as  the  Man  came 
running  to  lay  hold  of  her;  Friend,  £iys  the  poor 
Black-Bird^  if  this  be  your  way  of  Buildings  youH 
have  but  few  Inhabitants. 

The  Moral. 

Tljere  is  no  Sham  fo grofs^  but  it  willpafs  tipM  a  wiak  Manihil 
'  is  pragmatical  and  inquijitive. 

REFLECTION. 

.  THIS  is  to  intimate,  that  where  Riders  lay  Snaiei,  dol 
£iUly,  and  exercife  Crudty,  all  goes  to  Wrack  both  puWek 
and  private.  .  All  Frauds  are  covered  sind  guilded  over  witk 
fpecious  Pretences,  and  Men  are  every  jot  as  eafily  impos'd 
upon,  as  Birds,  Beafts  or  Fiihesj  while  the  eagerne&of  our 

Ap- 
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£petites  fyfpends  the  Exercife  of  our*Reafon.  A  Treat,  a 
r  Oman  or  a  Bottle,  is  the  fame  Thing  to  us,  that  a  Worm, 
Gudgeon,  a  Grain  of  Com,  or  a  Piece  of  Flefh  is  to  tbofe 
jiimals.  .  We  fnap  at  the  Bait  without  ever  dreaming  of  the 
[ook,  the  'Tnqp,  or  the  Snare  that  goes  along  with  it.  NoW 
ii2t'9  the  Ditterence  betwixt  ^fip'a  Pretext  here  for  the 
ul£tf  of  a  Citv,  and  the  Cheats  that  we  have  heard  of,  for 
hcfavmg  of  a  vity  ?  The  Deiign  was  Deftru6lion'  in  both^ 
nd  that  was  the  j£vent  on't  too.  Religion,  Libertv,  suul 
Property  wexe  the  Bait:  Nay,  the  very  &)und  of  the  Words 
id  the  Bufinefs,  the  common  People  will  chop  like  Trouts 
t  an  artificial  Fly,  and  dare  like  larks  under  the  Awe  of  a 
ointed  Hobby.  'Tis  with  Men  juft  as  it  is  widi  Birds  and 
tQic^  there's  not  a  Mortal  of  us,  that  will  not  bite  at  fome 
hit  or  other,  and  we  are  cau^t  as  iUlily  too,  as  the  Bird 
ras  here  in  the  Net. 


FAB.P7.   0?ercurp  and  a  Crafieller^ 

ON  £  that  was  juft  entring  upon  a  long  Journey, 
took  up  a  Fancy  of  putting  a  Trick  upon  Afer- 
wy.  He  iay*d  him  a  fliort  Pfayer  for  the  Btm-Vamt^ 
nith  a  Fromife  that  the  God  fhould  go  half  with  him 
in  whatever  he  found.  Somebody  had  loft  a  Bag  of 
Dates  and  Almonds,'it  fcems,.and  it  was  his  Fortune 
to  find  it.  He  fell  to  work  upon  'em  immediately, 
ind  when  he  had  eaten  up  the  Kemelsf,  and  all  that 
MS  good  of  them,  himfelf,  he  kid  the  Stones  and  the 
ShcUs  upon  an  Akar;  and  defir'd  A^cury  to  take  No- 
tiGe  d|at  he  had  p^om^d  his  Vow.  For,  lays  he, 
here  are  the  outfides  of  the  one,  and  the  Infides  of  the 
odicr,  and  there's  the  Moiety  I  promis'd  ye. 

The  Moral. 

iiim  UiU  as  if  tbsj  bitievid  in  God^  but  tbty  Eve  as  if  they 
thought  there  were  none ;  but  their  very  Prayers  are  Mockeries ^ 
mad  their  Vows  and  Promifes  are  no  more  than  Words  of 
Courfe,  which  they  muf  intended  to  make  pod. 


RE. 
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REFLECTION. 

T  H I S  IS  to  reprehend  the  falfe  and  covetoils  Humour  of 
thofe  that  for  Money  and  Profit,   will  not  ftick  at  putting 
Shams  even  upon  God  himfelf ;  prophaning  his  Altar,  and 
ridiculing  his  very  Omnifcience  and  Power.  Here's  the  wic* 
kedntis  of  a  Libertine  naturally  enough  fet  forth,  only  the 
Punifhment  is  wanting  that  (hould  have  compleated  the  Mo- 
raL     What  Opinion  have  thefe  religious  Banterers  of  the  di- 
vine Power  and  Juftice  ?  Or  what  have  they  to  fay  for  them- 
icives  in  this  audacious  Habit  of  Mockery  aiul  Contempt ;  but 
that  they  believe  in  their  Hearts  that  there  is  no  Godf  Not  but 
that  more  or  lefs,  we  are  all  Jugglers  in  fecret  betwixt  Hea- 
ven and  our  own  Souls ;  only  to  cover  and  meditate  Abufes 
under  the  Mafque  and  Pretence  of  Confcience  and  ReUgion; 
and  make  God  Almighty  privy  to  a  thoufand  falfe  and  cozen- 
ing Contrivances,    that  we  keep  as  the  greatefl  Privacies  in 
the  World,  from  the  Knowledge  of  our  Neighbours*     Nayf 
when  we  are  mofl  in  earnefl,   our  Vo¥^  and  Promifes  are 
more  than  half  broken  in  the  very  makihg  them :  And  if  we 
can  but  fecure  ourfelves  a  Retreat,  by  fome  cleanly  Evafioii^ 
Diflindion,  or  mental  Refervation,  it  ferves  our  Purpofee'en 
as  weU  as  if  it  were  a  cafuiftical  Refolution.     In  one  Word, 
we  find  the  Moral  of  Mercury  and  the  Traveller  in  the  very 
Secrets  of  our  Hearts,  betwixt  Heaven  and  our  own  Souls. 


^■Mi 


Fab.  98.    A  09op  and  his  (SJOtftCt* 

AScbool'Bcy  brought  his  Mother  a  Bock  that  he  had 
ftoUen  &om  one  of  his  Felbws.  She  was  fi>  fiur 
from  corredting  him  fbr't,  that  (he  rather  enoour^d 
him.  As  he  ^w  bigger,  he  would  be  ftill  keepinshis 
Hand  in  ure  with  fbmewhat  of  greater  Value,  'tiir  he 
came  at  laft  to  be  taken  in  the  Matter,  and  brcxi^ 
to  Juftice  for'r.  His  Mother  went  along  with  him  to 
the  Place  of  Execution,  where  he  got  leave  of  the 
Officers,  to  have  a  Word  or  two  in  private  with  her. 
He  put  his  Mouth  to  her  Ear,  and  under  Pretext  of  a 
Whifper,  bit  it  clear  off.  This  impious  tmnatural 
Villany  turnM  every  Body's  Heart  againft  him  mcwe 
aad  more.     [Well,  good  People,  (lays  the  Boy)  here 

you 
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you  fee  me  an  Example,  both  upon  the  Matter  of 
Shanfie  and  PunUhment  •,  and  it  is  this  Mother  of  mine 
that  hasbroi^t  nie  to't;  for  if  fhe  had  but  whipt  me 
foundlv  foe  the  Book  Iftole  when  I  was  a  Boy^  I  (hould 
hcver  nave  cJome  to  the  Gallows  for  pilfering  now  Vta 
a  Man.\ 

The  Moral. 

iFe  art  either  made  er  num^d  in  ear  Education ;  arid  Govern- 
mentiy  as  well  as  private  Families^  are  cpncenCd  in  the  Conji* 
fences  efit. 

REFLECTION. 

WlC  KED  Difpafitions  fhoulJ  be  checkM  betimes ;  for 
when  thejr  eome  once  to  Habits,  they  grow  incurable.  More 
People  go  to  the  Gibbet  for  wa)it  of  timely  Inftru^libn^  Dif- 
cipline  and  'Correftioi^,  than  upon  any  incurable  Piravity  of 
Nature ;  and  it  is  mightily  the  Fault  of  Parents,  Guardians, 
Tutors  and  Governours,  that  fo  many  Men  mifcarry.  They 
fufier  'em  at  firft  to  run  a-heady  and  when  pcrverfe  Inclina- 
tions are  advanced  once  into  Habits,  there's  no  dealing  with 
'em.     It  may  fcem   fomcWhat  a  h^rd  Cafe  for  the  greater 
Tlueves  to  puni(h  the  ]ers,and  to  fee  publick  Purloine^s  and 
Opprefibrs  (it  in  triumph  upon  the  Lives  of  the  little  ones 
that  go  to  the  Gallows :  For  the  Tyc  of  Morality  is  the  fair  e 
upon  both,  and  th^  (land  both  accountable  to  the  fame  Ma- 
imer.    But  Time,  rower,  and  Corruption  give  a  Reputation 
to  the  word  of  Pra&ices,  and  it  is  no  longer  Oppreilion  when 
it  comes  gilded  with  the  Nanic  of  Authority.  This  unequal 
and.  unrea(bnable  Judgment  of  things  brills  many  a  great 
Man  to  the  Stool  of  Repentance;  for  When  he  has  iwallow'd 
more  than  he  can  digeft,  it  (licks  upon  his  Confclence,  and 
will  neither  up  nor  down»     ^fow  io.  the  Sight  of  Heaven, 
the  greater  the  Temptation,  the  lefs  Is  tlic  Sin  \  and  yet  in 
the  Vogue  of  the  World,  it  pafles  for  an  Exploit  of  Honour 
for  Kings  and  States  to  run  away  with  whole  Countries  that 
they  have  no  colour  or  pretence  to ;  when  many  a  poor  Devil 
(bnds  condemned  to  a  Halter  or  a  Whipping  Poll  for  the 
pilfering  of  a  Silver-Spoon  perhaps,  or  the  robbing  of  a  Hen- 
rooft^  tho*  the  (brmer  all  this  while,  has  no  better  Title  fo 
what  he  takes  than  the  latter ;  and  vet  to  fee  Vvhat  a  deal  of 
fulfome  Flattery  and  Panegyrick  we  have  upon  the  glorious 
Atchievements  of  the  one,  and  only  fome  Smithfield  Ballad 

I  perchance 
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perchance,  or  a  SaUatth^bnmiiiig  Spncb  or  Conf^lfimj  to  cmfaBdn 
the  Memory  of  the  oAier.  To  belhort  and  pfadn^tlicOieiice 
before  God  is  at  leaft  as  great  in  a  Prince  as  in  a  fieggu-iaai 
fhe  Morality  of  a  careful  Education  holds  alike  in  both. 
^Twas  the  Afotber^s  fparing  the  Rod  at  fitft^  that  lnx)ught  tb( 
CiUJy  at  the  long  run,  to  the  Halter. 
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Fab.  99*    A  &^tp\ittti  turn'd  ^etCj^aot 

ACottnttyman  "oras  feeding  his  Flddc  bjr  the  Sea- 
fkle,  and  it  was  fo  delicate  a  fine  Day,  that  the 
Smoothne&  of  die  Water  tempted  him  to  leave  his 
Sbepberdh  Bufineis  and  fet  up  for  a  Mardxmt,  9o  (hat 
in  all  hafte  he  puts  off  his  Stock*  bujrs  a  Barg;im  d 
-^ig^  gets  his  Freight  aboard,  aiid  away  prefemly  tc 
JSea.  It  happened  to  be  very  f(Kil  Weatho*}  fo  that  dx 
.^dbriners  were  f^  to  caft  their  whole  Lading  o^m^ 
tioard^  to  fkve  themfelves  and  the  VefleL  Upon  dii 
Mtfc3rriage,oiir  new  Mercbani-Jidvcniurer  betoclc  ImS' 
lelf  tohis  old  Trade  again :  And  it  happened  one  Danr. 
as  he  was  tending  his  Sheep  upon  the  very  fiune  Cbot 
to  be  jufl:  fiich  a  flattering  tempting  Sea  agaia  as  tkai 
which  betrayed  him  before:  Tes^ yes^  fays  he»  tnen  ifc 
Devil's  blind :  Toifi  have  htm  mire  Figs  with  u  Ve» 
^eance;  would  ye  f  ^ 

The  Moral 

Men^  may  he  bafpy^  in  all  Efiates^  iT^^O^  wilt  hut  fmt  Aehr  Mad 
to  their  Conation.  A  Shepherd  may  he  as  eap  in  a  C§ttage^ 
a  Prince  in  a  Palace^  with  a  Mindfuited  to  bis  Statimi  k 
iftbey  willhe  launching  out  into  Trade^  or  Bujintfs  that  they  i 
mt  under/iandy  they  have  nothing  left  them  to  truft  to  whtn  At, 
ttre  once  hewilder^d,  hut  the  Hope  of  Jome  hind  Prtonimt  t 
fut  them  in  the  right  way  home  qgiiin. 

REFLECTION. 

AFFLICTION  makes  People honcft  and  w^c.  Ewf 

.  Man  living  ha^  his  weak  Side,  and  no  Mortal  was  ever  f 

lb  much  at  Eafe,  but  his  Shoe  wxung  him  fame  where  c 

.  Other,  or  he  fiuicy'd  fo  at  leaft^  an«l  then  it  did  fo.    Tl 

Sbepba 
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Ah^kntf  would  needs  be  a  Mnvmu  ;  snd  tht  Mtrtbakiy  if  he 
hid  fucueeJeJ,  V€iiM  ftill  faaive  been  hankering  after  feme- 
thij^  elfe.  His  Le\-ity  was  a  Fault,  and  his  Milcarragie  was 
a  Judgment  upon  bim  for*t.  The  iaving  of  his  Perfon  after 
the  Lofs  of  his  Goods,  was  a  providential  Mercy  to  him  ; 
and  the  bringing  of  him  home  to  himfelf  again,  was  to  con- 
vince him  of  his  Error,  and  to  fliew  him^  thtt  he  was  weD 
at  firft^  if  he  would  have  kept  fo.  He  wai  in  a  State  of 
Eafe,  Peace,  Innocence  and  Safety :  And  he  that  wilL  facri- 
fioe  all  tfaofe  fiieflings  to  a  reftlefe  Appetite,  deferves  to  he 
mifeiable.  Our  Sbepintft  Cafe,  infliort,  heie,  is  everjr 
Man's  Cafe  that  quits  a  moral  Certainty  for  an  Uncertainty, 
and  kipa  from  the  honeft  Bufineb  he  was  bmught  up  tO|  in- 
to a  Trade  be  has  no  Skill  in. 


Fab.  106.     An  QIQ  gPotl  and  a liOXU 

APerfim  of  Quality  dreaoiM  one  Night  that  he  la# 
a  U0i  kill  his  only  Son,  who  was^   it  feems,  a 

00s  Cavalier,  and  a  great  Lover  of  the  Chace. 

Fanqr  ran  in  the  Father's  Head  to  thkt  degfee^ 
that  he  built  his  Son  a  Houfe  of  Pleaiure,  bn  purpofe 
CO  keep  hiiTi  out  of  harm's  way  \  and  ipat^d  fieither 
Art  nor  Cdft  to  make  a  ddicious  Retreat.  HusHoufe^ 
in  fliorti  was  to  be  the  young  Man's  Priibn,  and  the 
Father  nude  himfelf  his  Keeper.  Hiere  were  a  work! 
of  F^iintii^  every  where  up  and  down^  and  among 
the  reft,  there  was  the  PiAure  of  a  Litmi  whidi  ftirred 
die  Bk)od  of  the  young  Man  for  the  Dream  (ake,  and 
to  tiiink  that  he  Jhould  now  be  a  Slave  for  the  Fancy 
cf  fiKh  a  Beaft.  In  this  Indignation  he  made  a  bkiw 
at  the  Pidurei  but  ftriking  his  Fift  upon  the  Point 
of  a  Nail  in  the  Wall,  his  Fland  cancerated,  he  tell 
into  a  Fever,  and  ibon  after  died  on't :  So  that  all 
the  Father^s  Precaution  could  not  fccmc  the  Son  from 
the  Fatality  of  dying  by  a  Lion. 

The  Moral. 

jf  Hdy  fhay  as  xcell  ley  too  little  as  too  much  fir  cfs  upon  a  Dream  \ 
for  feme  Dreafns  are  monitory^  as  ethers  are  only  compUxionali 

la  but 
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y-  ikt  4^  tbf,  Aiaifty  thi  Itfi  w  htcd  tbim  tbi  bitter  i  for  tnkn 
jhat  Fr^akias  orui  taken  pojftjfum  ^  ta  fant^jfiUal  Aad^  tb^ 
^ifi^ff^  is  incurable. 

':''''■         REI^L£CtiON. 

^TIiS...'tb'iv>  purpcjfe  tp:tbcnk  of  pre\'enting  or  diverting 
Fatalities  ^  dpccially.  where  the.Event  looks  like  the  Puni(h<* 
mcnt  pf  a  Supcrftitioo  !  .as  it  fares  with  thofe  that  govern 
their  hxvt^  by  Forebodings  and  Dreams  or  the  Signs  of  iO 
Lucky  n».JWt  ufe  tola/.;  th^  are  ftill  anxioiis  and  iineafj. 
HiU^ry  i$  ^ull  of  ExiuQples  to'illuftrate  the  Doftrine  of  this 
Fabler-  Tlie  Father  was  to  Jblaitie  for  laying  fo  much  ftrefs  tip* 
on  ;^fooIifli  Dreamy  and'  th^&a  ivas  little  kfs  to  Uatrie  for 
being  fo  much  tranfportcd  at  the  Ihipreffion  of  diat  Fancy  of 
the  Fader :  But  they  were  both  juttly  punifh'd  however,  the 

one  for  his  Paffibn,'  and' the  other  for  his  Supcrftition. 

•  -  •         - ,       . 

Fa'b*  lot.     A  JTOJCthat  loft  hij'Coff*    ■ 

THERE  was  a.iRw  taken  in  a  Tnpy  that  was^^ad 
to^Gompoond  for  |ii$  Neck,  by  l^vii^  hisTor/ 
behind  him.  It  was  ib  uncouth  a  Si^cifbr  a  Rx  to 
appear  t^thout  a  Tailj  that  the  ;vcry  TbOughr  on't 
made  hime*en  we^fy.pf  his  Life  ;  for  .'twas  a  Jjo/k 
never  to- be  repair -d:  But  however  for  the  better 
G)untenance  of  the  Scandal,  he.  got  the  Mq/ier  and 
IVardens  of  the  Fcxes  Company  to  call  a  Court  of  Affifiants^ 
where  he  himlelf  appeared,  and  made  a  I^mcxl  Dif- 
courfe  Upon  the  Trouble,  the  Ufeleflhe^  and  the  In^ 
decency  of  Foxes  wearing  TCaili.  •  He  had  no  fboncr 
&id  out  his  Say,  but  up  rifcs  a  cunning  Snap,  then  ac 
the  Board,  who  defu*d  t0  be  inform^,  whether  the 
worthy  Member  that  movM  againil  the  wearing  of 
7i/i7.f,  gave  his  Advicft  for  the  Ad>'aatage  of  thofe  that 
bad  Xails^  or  to  palliate  the  Deformity  and  Di%race 
A)f  thofe  tint  had  now. 


The 
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The  MoR  AL. 

ffTffft  a  Man  has  an^  notable  DefeSi  or  Infirmity  about  him^  whe- 
ther by  Nature,  or  by  Chance^  'tis  the  beft  of  bis  Fhyi9  tiy  the 
Humour  J  if  he  can  turn  it  into  a  Fajbion, 

REFLECTION. 

-'TIS  the  Way  of  the  World  to  give  other  People  cduti/tl 
for  their  own  Ends.  Paradoxin?  is  of  ercat  Ufe  and  &rv{ca 
in  many  Encounters  and  Acadcnts  that  we  meet  withal  in  the 
World ;  but  thf  Faculty  muft  be  fo  te^d^rly  managpd^  as  not 
to  grate  upon  the  Truth  and  Reafon^of  things  :  And  it  is  of 
great  EiFe£l,  if  it  can  but  give  fome  Colour  of  Pro^bility  to 
the  Matter  in  queftioii,  Nay,  therc|s  a  Pkafurc  in  the  very 
Trial  of  Wits  :  but  when  thisTaJent  is  employed  upon  the 
Tojrfck  of  Convenience  and  Profit,  it  is  a  wonderful  Force' 
that  it  has  upon  the  AfFeftions  of  the  common  People,  Tlie ' 
Fox  carried  it  as  &r  as  'twould  go  \  but  he  had  too  hard  a  tafls 
on't,  to  over- rule  a  Multitude  tQ  their  own  Pain  and  Lofs. 

We  may  improve  a  Docftrine  from  this,  that  every  Man 
has  his  weak  Side  either  by  Mifchance  or  by  Nature.;  and 
th^  he  makes  it  his  BuAnefs  to  cover  it  too  th^  beft  he  can. 
In  cafe  of  the  worft,  it  is  fome  fort  pf  eafe  to  have  Compai^y 
in  our  Misfortunes.  It  puts  a  Body  out  of  Countenance  to  be 
in  a  Fafhion  by  himfelf,  and  therefore  the  Fox  did  well  to 
try  if  he  could  bring  his  fellow  Foxes  to  put  themfelves  into 
tiis  Mode.  When  we  haye  carry'd  a  Point  as  far  as  it  will  go, 
uid  can  make  noipore  on't,  'tis  aStrokeof  ArtandPhiloibphyi^ 
to  look  as  if  we  did  not  fo  niuch  as  w'ifh  for  a  thing  that  is 
not  to  be  had.  Eve^y  M^'s  pre^nt  Condition  ha;s  (bmewhat 
to  be  £iid  for't :  If  it  be  uneafy,  t;he  Skill  will  be,  cither  how- 
to  mend  it,  or  how  to  \^i  it ;  but  then  ther^  muft  1^  na 
clafhing  with  the  Methods,  the  Pccrees,  and  the  Laws  oi  Na- 
ture. A  Man  that  has  forfeited  his  Honour  and  his  Con- 
science, iieems  to  be  much  iA  the  Condition  of  the  Fox  hcrQ 
Jiat  had  loft  his  Tail,  and  takes  as  much  ^ains  too,^  to  per* 
fuade  all  his  Companions  to  follow  his  Fafhion.  He  lays  dowa 
lis  Arguments,  and  gives  Y^s' Reafons,  nay,  and  he  cndca;- 
/ours  to  prove  it  by  Scppture  too,  that  A£^,  in  fuch  a  Cafe^ 
>ught  to  go  tQ.  Old  Nick  fpr  Company.  We  are  to  confider 
lere,  that  the  Devils  have  their  Tf^j^i^. s^  well  as  the  JViiodmen^ 
ind  that  it  is  the  Cafe  of  many  a  Lawyer  and  Divine, when  they 
rome.  oacc  to  be  hamper'd,  to  rub  off  as  well  as  thev  can, 

•  1.3  '   th.' 


^sop*s  Fables, 

tho'  tbey  leave  tlieir  Confciencis  behind  them,  as  the  Fox  did 
his  Tail^  and  then  preach  mp  th$  hlfffei  Do^irim^  ^d  Cowuem- 
ince^iio  Confcienqes  as  xvellas  No  Tails, 


F  A  B.  I  p  2.    A  St  ot  and  a  'Biamble* 

AF^x  that  was  dofe  piirfii^  took  a  (ledg^  tkp 
Buihes  gave  way,  and  in  catching  hpid  of  a 
Bramhk  xo  break  his  Fall,  the  Prickles  ran  into  his 
Feet ;  upon  this^  he  \^  hi^nlelf  down,  mSi  fell  tQ 
liddng  his  Paws,  whh  bitter  Ej(clamations  againft  the 
iranSu.  Good  Words,  Rynard^  lays  the  Brambk^  one 
would  have  thought  you  t^id  known  better  Thii^ 
than  tp  expeA  a  iNindheis  from  acoinmpn  Enemy,  and 
to  ]|y  hold  on  that  for  Relief,  tl^  catcher  at  every 
Th^  eUe  for  Mifchief 

The  Moral. 

^kir€  cri^fime  malicious  N^furss  that  place  aU  their  Delight  m 
doifig  iuTiams,  and  that  Man  is  bard  put  to^t^  thai  is  firji 
irought  into  a  Diftrefsj  and  then fqrc^dto fly  tofu^h  PeepUfor 

Relif. 

REFLECTION. 

T*  I S  great  Folly  to  fly  fo^  Proteftion  to  People  that  lu^- 
turaDy  delight  in  Mifchief.  The  Fo.r  blames  the  BramUe 
here,  hut  he  may  thank  himfelf.  They  that  make  themfelves 
the  common  Enemies  of  Mankind,  by  breaking  all  the  Mea- 
fures  of 'good  Faith,  Truth,  and  Peace,  and  by  lying  in  wait 
ibr  innocent  Blood,  let  them  turn  their  Heads  which  way 
they  will,  they  (hall  be  fure  of  an  Enemy  in  the  Face  ot 
them  :  Nay,  uiey  mctet  Mfith  their  Puniflmient,  where  they 
look  for  Safety  ;  and  which  Way  foever  they  go.  Divine 
juilice  either  meets  them,  or  purfues  tbeiti.  The  Art 
charging  his  Misfortune  here  upon  the  BramUe^  is  the  very 
Cafe  and  PraAice  of  wicked  Men,  that  fnarl  at  t|ie  fnftru- 
fAent,  without  fo  niuchas  thinking  of  the  Providence.  But 
the  BrarrMe  did  only  according  to  its  Natuie,  and  confe- 
itlv  vms  not  to  blame. 

Fab. 
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Fab,  103.    A  JTOjr and  a  CroCOHfle* 

THERE  happen'd  a  Canteft  betwixt  a  Fax  and  a 
Crocodile^  upon  the  Point  of  Blood  and  Extrafti- 
on.  The  Crocodile  amplify*d  wonderfully  upon  his  Fa- 
mily, for  the  Credit  of  his  Anceftors.  Friend,  (fays  the 
Fox  fiiiiling  upon't)  there  will  need  no  Herald  to  prove 
yoiB"  Gentility  5  far  you  carry  the  Marks  of  your  Ori* 
gioal  in  your  very  Skin. 

The  Moral. 

Great  B$fljleri  and  Liayi  have  the  Fertumefiittfime  Way  §r  other 
to  difirove  themfehes. 

REFLECTION. 

THERE  are  fome  FaHitics  fo  boI4  and  notorious,  that 
they  carry  their  ContradiAions  in  the  very  Reafon  and  Pre<« 
fumption  of  the  MattQr>  without  any  other  Evidence, 

Fab.  104.    A  JTOJC  and  ||)untrinem 

A  Fox  that  had  been  hard  xun^  bepgM  of  a  Couw 
tryman  that  he  £iw  at  Woik  in  a  Wood,  to 
help  him  to  ibrae  Hiding-Place.  The  Man  dired-- 
ed  him  to  his  Cottage,  and  thither  he  went.  He 
was  nQ  iboner  gQt  in,  but  the  HutofmeM  were  pre« 
fendy  at  the  Heels  of  him,  and  asked  the  Cottager 
if  he  did  not  fee  a  Fox  that  Way?  No  tr\il^.  Jays  he, 
I  faw  none  ;  but  pointed  at  the  ^me  time  with  his  Fb* 
get  to  the  Place  where  he  lay.  The  Hunt/men  did  not 
take  the  Hint,  it  feems,  but  the  Fox  fpy*d  him,  how- 
ever, throi^  a  Peeping-Hole  he  had  tound  out  to  fee 
what  News  2  So  the  Fox-Hunters  went  their  Way,  and 
then  gut-fteals  the  Fox  without  one  Word  fpeaking« 
Why  how  now,  &y$  the  Man,  han*t  you  the  Manners 
to  take  leave  of  your  Hoft  before  you  go  ?  Yes,  yes, 
&ys  the  Fox^  if  you  had  been  as  honefl  of  your  Fingers, 
as  you  were  of  your  Tongue,  I  fhould  not  have  gone 

without  bddding  yoi^  farewel. 

I  4  The 


«W^F 
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The  Moral. 

A  Man  may  tell  a  Lye  by  Signs ^  as  well  as  in  H'tyrdsjif^  Leng 
and  his  Confcience  is  as  anJwtraUe  fir  his  Tingers  as  fcr . 

REFLECTION. 

T  H  E  R  E  '3  no  truHing  of  thofc  tha^t  fay  one  Thing  a 
do  another,  efpecially  if  they  follow  fair  Words  with  fc 
Deeds.  Here's  a  Cafe  of  Honour  and  of  Confcience,  bo 
in  one,  upon  the  Matter  of  Hofpitality  and  of  Truft.  T 
Laws  of  Hofpitality  ajre  facred  on  the  one  fide,  and  fo  a 
the  Duties  we  owe  to  our  Country  on  t|)e  other.  If  y 
confider  the  Trufl,  Faith  muft  not  he  broken  ]  if  the  cor 
mon  Enemy,  his  Counfel  is  not  to  be  kept.  The  ffiadni 
did  as  good  as  tacitly  promife  the  Fo*  a'Saii^luary  ;  but  n 
being  Sta  Jurisj  he  promifed  more  than  he  could  y^^rranta]; 
pifrform  ;  for  a  fubfequent  Promife  to  conceal  the  FoXy  cou 
nbt'difcharge  him  of  z  prior  Obligation  to  dcjhroy  him.  T 
true,  it  would  hdVc  been  more  generous  to  have  don't  at  fir 
and  while  he  had  as  yet  no  Colour  of  any  Tye  of  Hono 
upon  him  to  prcferve  him.  The  Fox  begg'd  for  Protedio 
which  he  had  no  Reafon  to  expefK  Firfr, '  it  was  upon  For 
and  Neccflity,  not  Choice.  Secondly,  it  was  at  his  ov 
Peril,  without  any  Conditions  for  his  own  Securit jr.  Thir 
ly,  he  committed  himfelf  to  the  M«rcy  of  a  Man  th 
was  bound  to  kill  him.  Fourthly,  The  very  Addrefs  w 
fcandaloiis ;  for  he  mufl  needs  li^ve  an  ill  Opinion  of  ti 
Coutitryrnan,  fo  much  as  to  imagine  that  he  could  be  wrougi 
upon  to  betrty  his  Country  for  the  fake  of  a  Beafl.  But  1 
the  reft  be  as  it  will,  there's  no  Excufe  for  the  Woodmat 
double  dealing. 


Fa?.  105.     A  $^att  and  a  tDOOHeil  ©OU* 

A  Man  tljat  had  a  great  Veneration  for  an  Image  \ 
had  in  his'Hoiife,  found,  that  the  more  he  pray' 
to^t  to.  profper  him  in  the  World,  the  more  he  wei 
down  the  Wind  ftill.  This  put  him  into  (iich  a  Rag 
to  lie  dogging  at  his  Ppiyers  fo  much  and  fb  long,  t 
ib  litde  Punx)fe,  that  at  hft  he  dalli*d  the  Head  on't  t 
^^      '  •     Pica 
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Pieces  againft  the  Wall ;  and  out  comes  a  confidcrabfe 
Quantity  of  Gold.  Why  this  'tis,  fays  he,  to  adore  i 
pervCTfc  and  jnfenfiblc  Deity^  that  will  do  more  for 
Blows  than  Worfhip. 

The  Moral. 

Moft  People^  Clergy  as  well  as  Laity ^  aceommodau  their  Reh- 
gion  to  their  Prefit^  and  reckon  that  to  be  the  hfji  Church 
that  there* s  moft  to  he  get  by. 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  Fable  runs  better  in  the  Humour,  than  it  docs  in 
thcMoral.     It  lays  before  us  the  unprofitable  Vanity  of  falfe 
Worihip,  and  gives  us  to  underftand,  that  the  more  zealous 
we  are  in  a  wrong  Way,  the  worfe.     An  Idol  is  an  abomi- 
nation in  the  Sight  both  of  God,  and  of  good  Men  ;  and  yet 
we  arc  fo  to  govern  ourfelves,   even  in  the  Tranfports  of 
that  Abhorrence,  as  ffill  to  preferve  a  kcverence  for  Reli- 
gion itfelf,  in  the  very  Indignation  we  exprcfs  for  the  Cor- 
niption  of  it.     So  that  the  Licenfe  of  this  Buffoon  went  a  lit- 
tle too  &r  perhaps,  for  there  mufl  be  no  playing  with  Things 
ikcred,  nor  jefling,  as  we  fay,  with  Edge-Tools.  We  have 
the  Moral  of  this  abandon'd  Libertine  up  and  down  in  the 
morli  in  a  thoufand  feveral  Shapes.     All  People  that  worfhip 
fbrfiar,  profit,  or  fome  other  bv-end,  fall  more  or  lefs  with- 
in the  Intendment  of  this  ^Emblem,     It  is  a  kind  of  a  Con- 
ditional Devotion  for  Men  to  be  religious  no  longer  than  they 
can  fave,  or  get  by't.     Put  forth  thy  Hand  now  (fays  the  Devil 
to  the  Almighty  in  the  Cafe  oijob)  and  touch  all  that  he  haih^ 
end  he  will  curje  thee  to  thy  Face,     This  good  Man  lofl  all, 
and  for  an  Example  of  Patience  and  Rcfignation  to  future 
Ages.     The  Lord  gave  (fa}'s  he)  and  the  Lord  hath  taken  a- 
«W)f,  Ucjfed  be  the  Name  of  the  Lord,     Here  was  no  dafhing 
oix\^  two  Tables^  one  againft  the  other,  for  Tin  Office^  or  an 
£ffat  Eatery  as  the  Fellow  fcrv'd  his  Idol  here.     The  whole 
Sum  of  the  Moral  is,  in  fhort,  compri/Zd  in  the  old  Saying, 
^  that  ferves  Cod  for  Money  ^    mllfcrve  the  Devil  for  bcttiV 


Fab, 


^Ni^"H««««MPPHHManiWM«««i 
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F  A  B.  iq6.    a  Doff  invited  to  Supper, 

A  Gentleman  invited  a  Friend  to  Supper  with  him, 
and  the  Gentleman's  Dcg  was  fo  well  bred  as  to 
invite  the  Friend's  Dag  to  come  for  Company.  The 
Dcg  came  at  his  Hour*  and  into  the  Kitchen  ha  went, 
to  iec  wbit  good  Cheer  was  toward:  But  as  he  was 
there,  wa^ng  his  Tail,  and  licking  his  Lips  ^  the 
thought  ot  what  a  Me;d  he  was  tike  to  make  on't,  the 
rc^uy  Cook  got  flily  behind  him,  and  fpoil'd  the  JclL 
He  took  him  up  by  the  Tail  at  unawares,  and  after  a 
Turn  or  t^o  in  the  Air,  Sung  him  out  of  the  Win^ 
dow.  So  fbon  as  everthe  poor  Pevil  had  recovcrVi  the 
fquelch,  away  he  icampers,  bawlit^  like  mad,  with  I 
know  not  how  many  prick*car*d  Clirs  at  the  Heels  of 
him,  to  kno\y  how  he  lik'd  his  Welcome.  Why  tru- 
ly, fays  he,  they  have  ^ven  pie  as  much  drink  as  my 
SScin  will  hold  i  and  it  has  made  me  ib  light-hea^ded,  I 
could  nqt  fi(id  the  r^t  Way  out  of  the  lioufe  again. 

The  Moral. 

Love  me,  love  my  Dog,  fays  thi  old  Proverh ;  mni  iber/^ 
fomewhat  rf  good  Manners  y  as  weli  as  of  good  Natun  hhl 
For  there  are  certain  Decencies  of  R*'fpcc^i  due  to  (Ik  Senmtt 
for  the  Mafte/s  jtike, 

REFLECTION. 

I T  looks  well  among  Friend?,  when  Matters  and  Serraatt 
;ire  all  of  a  Piece.  The  Dog  invites  his  Gueft,  and  the  Cook 
throws  him  out  of  the  Window,  and  in  fo  doing,  the  Mm 
ihcwi'd  himfelf  the  arranter  Cur  of  the  two:  For  it  vis 
againft  Hofpitalify  and  giood  Manners  fo  to  do.  There  is  t 
Duty  of  Tenderncfs  and  good  Nature,  even  towards  tbofe 
Animals  :  But  when  it  came  to  the  worft  at  laft,  the  Hf 
ha^  the  Wit,  we  fee,  to  make  the  beft  of  a  IxmI  Gane^ 
Though  'twas  an  unmannerly,  and  an  ill-natur'd  Fn>lic|f.rf 
the  Cook  all  tljis  whil^ ;  for  the  ilj  Ufagc  of  a  Servant  i 
ibmc  fort  of  Affront  to  his  Matter. 


Fa  I. 


1* 
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Fab.  107.    An  ^Ufflt  ftnd  a  ^an* 

AAtm  took  on  Eagie^  pelted  her  Wing^  and  put 
her  among  his  Hens.  Somebody  came  and 
bo^t  this  and  prcfently  new  fpathcr-d  her.  She 
made  a  Flight  at  a  Hartj  trdsVl  it,  and  hroi^t  it  to 
her  Bendadtor.  A  Fax  perceiving  this,  cune  and  gave 
a  Man  a  piece  of  good  Couniel.  Have  a  care,  iays 
Reptard^  of  putting  too  much  Confidence  in  this  Ea- 
lie  i  for  flidU  go  near,  one  time  or  other  elfe,  to  take 
yoQ  for  a  Hare.  Upon  this  Advice  the  Man  phun'd 
die  Ei^le  once  agab. 

The  Moral. 

Perfim  mid  Hunm^rs  may  hejumiUdand  JiJgui^Ji  hut  Nature 
isSh^ifiher,  that wiil nevn- hf  HIT d. 

REFLECT  I  QN. 

BIRDS  of  Prey  will  be  Birds  of  Prey  ftill,  at  what  rate 
Ibever  you  treat  'cm.  So  that  there's  no  trufting  of  'cni : 
For  when  they  have  no  longpr  a  Power  to  do  Milchief,  the 
Will  yet  remains.  Here's  a  forc'd  Moral  for  a  forc'd  Fa- 
kk:  For  the  Fancy  of  it  is  againft  Nature,  and  the  FiAion 
dots  Boc  oonfift  with  itfclf.  Now  to  my  thinking  this  Ap- 
fkaboB  of  it  lies  the  fairer  of  the  two,  i.  e.  that  the  Grati- 
^  tulftofxbitEagliy  in  bringing  the  Hare  to  her  Mafter,  may 
far?e  10  ilicw  us,  that  the  wildeft  and  fierceft  of  Creature;^ 
pqr  he  fweetned,  and  redaim'd  by  Benefits. 


I 


Fab.  108.    A  JTat^et  and  his  donjef^ 


A  Cotttttryman  that  liv'd  handfomly  in  the  World 
JiX,  hiniletf  upon  his  honeft  Labour  and  Induftry, 
Ms  defirous  hb  Sons  fhould  do  fo  after  liim;  and  be- 
iig  now  upon  his  Death-bed:  [My  dear  Giildrcn 
(£73  he)  I  redu)n  myfelf  bound  to  tell  you  bdbre  I 
depart,  that  there  is  a  confiderable  Treafure  hid  in  my 
fmeford^  wherefcnre  pray  be  liirc  to  dig,  and  fcircK 
wmcmVf  ktflt  when  I  am  gone.]     The  Father  dies, 

and 


■^IF 
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and  the  Sons  fall  immediatdy  to  work  upon  tl 
yard.    ITiey  tumM  it  up  over  jind  over,  and 
.  penny  of  Money  to  be  found  there,  but  the  \ 
the  next  Vintage  expounded  the  Riddlo. 

■  ■ 

The  Moral. 

Good  Counffl  h  the  heft  Legacy,  a  Father  can  kave  t5 
and  it  isJUU  the  better^  when  it  is  fo  wrapt  uf^  qs 
Curirftty  as  ^vclf  as  qn  Incljmqtioii  to  fallow  it. 

REFLECTION. 

THERE^  no  Wcaltji  like  thgt  which  co^e 

Bleflingof  Godupon  honeft  Labour  and  warrantable  ] 

Hcrc*s  an  Incitement  to  an  induftriou^  Courfe  of  Li 

Confideration  df  the  Profit,  tb&  Innocence  and  the  1 

fuch  an  Application.     There  is  one  gieat  Comfort  i 

bcfide  the  Hope  and  Aflu  ranee  of  more  to  come.     1 

Exercifc  procures  us  Health,  and  confequently  all  t 

fures  and  Satisfadtions  tlut  attend  it.     We  have  the 

of  feeing  and  reaping  the  Fruit  of  our  own  Labour, 

iiiward  Joyof  contemplating  the  Benediflbu  of 

World,  that  IhaM  be  fuperaddbd  to  the  Advantages 

iCyS^  very  well  undcrftood,  that  naked  Leffons.a^iiH 

have  nothing  the  !Forcc  that  Images  and  Pajablcs  ha\ 

our  Minds  and  Aftcaions :  Bdide,  that  th^  ver)'  ftud' 

riddle  a  Myftery,  fufniftics  the  Memory  with  more  Tc 

remember  it  by.     A  1  ale  in  Emblem  finks  deeper. 

the  LHe  and  Spirit  of  it  is  infinuated  by  a  kind  of  B] 

Surprize.     \t  was  a  Touch  of  Art  in  the  Fi^ther.  to  cc 

meaning  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  create  a  Curiofity, 

cameit  Dcfire  in  his  Som  to  find  it  out.     And  it  wa 

treble  Advantage  to  them  befides ;  for  there  was,  I  fay, 

in  the  Exereife^  Prdfit  in  the  Difctrvery^  and  the  Comf 

good  Confciencc  in  difcharging  the  Duty  of  tl  filial  Obed 


F  A  B.  109.    A  jfffljerman  and  his  pj 

AFiJkmmn  that  underftood  Piping  better  thai 
ting^  itt  himfelf  down  upon  die  fide  of  a  ; 
txiA  touch'd  his  Flute^  but  not  a  Fiih  came  neai 
Upon  this,  he  laid  down  his  Pij^  apd  caft  his 
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which  brought  him  a  very  great  Draught.  The  Fijb 
fell  a  frifking  in  the  Net,  and  the  Fijhermmt  obferving 
h;  what  Sots  are  thefc  (layis  he)  that  would  not  dance 
when  I  j>lay*d  to  'ert,  and  will  be  dancing  now  with- 
out Mufick ! 

The  Moral. 

Tihirt  an  certain  RuUs  and  Meth^  for  the  d$wg  ^  all  Thlngt 
in  this  TVorld  \  and  therefwre  let  every  Manjluk  t6  the  Bufmefs 
ht  tmderjlands^  and  was  brought  up  tc,  withdut  nutking  cne 
fr^feffim  interfere  with  amther, 

REFLECTION. 

THERE  is  a  proper  Time  and  Seafon  for  every  Thing; 
and  nothing  can  be  more  ridiAilous  thap  the  doing  of  Things 
without  a  due  regard  to  the  Circumftances  of  Perfons,  Pro- 
portion, Time  and  Place. 


riite 


r  A  B.  1 1  o.    A  JTffljcnttan's  goon  lucf(# 

ARflkrman  had  been  a  long  while  at  work  with- 
out catching  any  thing,  and  {o  in  great  Trou- 
iJe  and  Defpiur,  he  refolv*d  to  take  up  his  Tackle  and 
be  gone :  But  in  that  very  inftant  a  great  Fifli  leapt 
into  the  Boat,  and  by  Providence  made  a  tolcraUe 
Day  on't. 

The  MoRAh. 

Patiendi  Cwjlancyy  and  Perfeoeranct^  is  an  boneft  Caufe^  and 
Duty  can  nevtr  fail  of  a  happy  Endy  one  way  or  other, 

REFLECTION. 

THAT  which  we  commonly  c^UXgood  Pertwit^  is  proper- 
ly Providence  \  and  when  Matters  fuccceil  better  with  us  by 
accident,  than  we  could  pretend  to,  by  Skill,  we  ought  to 
afcribe  it  to  the  divine  Goodncfs,  as  a  Bleiling  upon  Induftry. 
It  is  every  Man's  Duty  to  labour  in  his  Calling,  and  not  to 
^pond,  foranvMifcarrlages  orDifappointmcnts,  that  were 
not  in  his  Dwn  rower  to  prevent.  Faith,  Hope,  and  Patience, 
overcome  all  Things,  and  Virtue  can  never  fail  of  a  Reward 

»  in 
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in  At  Conciufton.  What  liral  it  but  tku  donftaiicy  and  Re 
fignatioiiy  that  kept  the  Hearts  of  the  poor  Cavaliers  froi 
breakings  in  the  tedious  Interval  of  that  bloody  Revoludo 
from  Forty  to  fixty ;  till  at  laft^  the  banifh^d,  and  perfecutc 
Son  of  a  Royal  Maftyr,  wieis  in  God's  good  Time  brought  bac 
again  and  plac'd  upon  the  Throne  of  bis  Anceftors,  whic 
trown'd  the  SufFeHngs  of  al}  his  loyal  Subjedts.  The  Fifhei 
.  man's  waiting  in  his  Calling,  bids  uh  perfevere  in  our  Dutie 
and  the  lucky  hit  ht  had  in  the  Conclufion,  tells  us,  6iat  he 
heft  Endeavours  will  not  fiiil  of  a  Reward. 


•■  n  r  ^ 


Fab.  nu    tm^t  ^lOmKzfi^ 

THcre  IfTas  a  poor  ddc  Mul^  that  acctirding  to  th 
Courfe  of  the  World,  when  Phyfkian^  had  giva 
him  over,  betook  himiclf  to  his  PrafcrSi  and  vow'i 
a  Saaifice  of  a  thoufand  Oxen  ready  dolwn  upon  th 
Nail,  to  either  Apollo^  or  Mfculi^fius^  which  of  th 

two  would  deliver  him  from  his  DUestfe.      Ah  m^ 

< 

dear !  (lays  his  Wife)  Have  a  care  what  you  promife 
for  where  would  you  have  thcfe  Oxen  if  vou  ihoub 
recover?  Sweet  h^t  (iuys  he)  thou  tailed  like  : 
f*ool :  Have  the  Gods  nothing  el£:  to  do,  do^ 
think,  than  to  leave  their  Bufmefs,  and .  come  dowi 
to  fue  me  in  an  Aftion  of  Debt?  They  rcftort 
him  however  for  that  bout,  to  make  Trial  of  hi 
Honefly  and  good  Faith.  He  was  no  fboner  up,  bu 
for  want  of  living  Oxen,  he  made  out  his  numbc 
upon  Pafbe,  and  offer'cl  them  up  in  Form  upon  n 
Altar.  For  this  Mockery,  divine  Vengeanoe  purfu'c 
him,  and  he  had  an  Appatition  came  to  him  in  r 
Drcram,  that  bad  him  go  and  (earch  in  fuch  a  Plaa 
near  the  Coaft,  and  he  ihbuld  find  a  oonfidefable  Tm- 
iiire.  Away  he  went,  and  as  he  was  k)oking  for  the 
Money  fell  into  the  Hands  of  Pyratcs.  He  hcg^i 
hard  for  hts  Liberty^  and  offered  a  thou&nd  Talenc 
of  Gold  for  his  Ranfome ;  but  they  would  not  tnifl 
him,  and  (b  he  was  carried  away,  and  libld  afferwai^ 
as  a  Slave  for  as  many  Groats. 


MlHMB^-a^^^M^MMrf^ 
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The  Moral. 

72^  Dtf/lwasjickj  the  Deu'la  Monk  umUie^ 
The  De%fl  was  tveU,  the  Dev^l  a  Mink  was  be^ 

Rfi^F  LECTION. 

THIS  Fable  applies  itfelf  tothofe  that  promife  more  ill 
their  Adveiiity  than  they  either  intend,  or  are  able  to  make 
good  in  their  rrofperity ;  but  they  muft  not  think  to  bring 
dKiiiiclvcs  offat  hft  with  a  Conceit ;  forin  the  Sight  of  God| 
an  equivocating  juggling  Shani)  is  as  much  as  a  groft  dowa- 
fig^  Lye* 

'Tis  the  Piaftice  of  the  World  for  Peopk  in  Diftrefs  to 
fierve  God  and  Man  in  feveral  Rcfpecb,  both  alike :  That  id 
to  iky,  when  they  Ue  under  any  heavy  AiBiftion,  or  propofe 
tm  themfelvftt  ai^  confiderable  Advantage,  and  find  they  have 
floed  of  another't  Help  \  how  do  they  beg,  vow,  promift, 
folidte,  iwtar,  fign  and  feal,  and  yet  confoious  to  tfacoi^ 
Mw  all  this  whik,  that  they  neither  intend,  nor  are  able  to 
oabe  one  Article  good?  Wickednefs  comes  on  by  d^reeif 
«s  well  as  Virtue ;  and  Aidden  Leaps  from  one  Extream  u> 
another  are  unnatund  Motions  in  the  Courfe  of  our  Lives 
«nd  Humours.  Htie'siirft  aralhandaknavifhPromife:  For 
tfaeP/aanifer  knew  he  was  not  able  to  make  it  good.  When 
Ik  ias  broken  the  tea,  he  advances  from  cozening  trf  God^ 
to  snake  fpoit  with  him,  and  pays  him  with  Paftc  for  Fkik : 
Bat  Vflflgeance  overtook  him  in  the  Conclufion,  and  gave 
faina  tD  underftand,  that  Gvd  will  mt  he  mocked.  The  Moral 
of  thc£ck  Man,  is  the  Cafe  of  every  Soul  of  us  on  the  uw-« 
kkig  and  the  braking  of  our  VWs. 


F  A  B.  1 1 2.    ir f Qircmett  Difappointen^ 

SOme  Fijbermen  that  had  been  out  a  whole  Day  with 
a  drag-Nct,  and  caught  oothingp  had  a  Draught  to- 
ward ifae  EveniDg,  that  came  home  vtij  heavy^  which 
pit  *€m  m  hope  ot'a  Sturgeon  at  leall^  but  upon  bring- 
ing the  Net  apfbore,  it  prov'd  to  be  only  one  great: 
Stoncy  and  a  few  little  Filhcs.  Upon  this  Di&ppaim- 
ment  tiicf  were  down  in  ifae  Mouth  agiin;  but  lays  onc 
fA'  the  Company  that  was  a  little  ^lAvr  than  the  ceft^ 

yoa 
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you  are  to  confider,  my  Matters,  that  Joy  and  Sorrow 
are  two  Sifters  that  follow  one  another  by  Turns. 

The  Moral. 

•    .     •    •  -    -     . 

jll  our  Purchajis  in  thislForld  are  but  the  C2itQ\i\ng  of  2.  Tar- 
tar, as  we  Jay ^  hut  it  is  Jime  Comfort  yet  to  confider y  tluA 
when  Things  are  at  worft  they*  II  mend, 

REFLECTION. 

HOPES  and  Difappointments  are  the  Lot  and  Enter* 
tainment  pf  human  Life :  The  one  felres  to  keep  us  from 
Prefumption,  the  other  from  Defpair.  This  Fable  bids  us 
wart  the  Seafons  of  Divine  Providence,  with  Patience  and 
Perfeverance  in.th^  Duties  of  our  Calling,  what  Difficulties 
and  temporary  Difcouragcnients  foever  we  may  encounter  in 
the  Way :  But  as  we  are  not  to  defpond  on  the  one  Hand,  of 
jrtaping,  in  God's  good  Tiine,  thermit  of  our  honeft  Endear 
yours ;  fo  neither  are  we,  on  the  other  Hacndi  to  lay  more 
Strefs  upon  the  Event  of  Things,  at  beft,  than  the  Matter 
.will  bear :  That  is  to  (ay,  we  are  to  compute,  that  upon 
•balancing  the  Account,  thtf  Profit,  atlaft,  will  hardly  coun^ 
tervail  the  Inconveniencies  that  go  along  with  it; 

The  Fijberman^s  Qife  in  the  Fable  is  many  a  Man's  Cafe  in 
the  World  ;  as  with  a  Wife  for  the  Purpofe,  with  an  Office^ 
with  an  Eftate,  with  a  Court-Commiffion :  He's  fain  to  tug 
hard  for't,  before  he  can  catch  it,  and  meafures  the  Blefling 
all  the  while  by  the  Difficulty  of  obuining  it.  And  what's 
the  Purchafe  at  lafl.  when  he  comes  to  caft  up  his  Account, 
h\xt great  Stones  and  little  Fifhes  f  His  only  Comfort  is,  TheA 
this  World  will  hot  lajl  always^  :  and  that  good  Luck  and  bad 
Luck  take  their  Turns. 


Fab.  113-     Deatfj  and  an  ©IH  ^an4 

AN  old  Man  that  had  travelled .  a  greajt  Wayuii^ 
der  a  huge  Burden  of  Sticks,  found  himldf  fo 
weary  that  he  caft  it  down,  and  called  upon  'Death  to 
deliver  him  fix)m  a  more  miferahle  Life.  .  lytaib  came 
|>re(endy  at  his  Call,  and  asked  him .  hh  Bufincfi. 
Pray,  good  Sir,  fays  he.  Do  me  but  thr  Favour  to 
he^  me  pp  with  my  Burden  agam. . 

.the 
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The  Mora  La 

Miticattt^  Diathy  as  tbeydoupm  tbeDivil;  ivhen  hi  coM$ 
thefn  afraid  of  him. 

REFLECTION. 

'TIS  Matter  of  Cuftom,  and  in  Paffion  rather  than  in 
eameft,  that  Men  in  Pain  and  Mifeiy  are  Tq  ready  to  call  for 
Death :  For  when  he  comes,  they  wifh  him  away  again.  It 
may  be  faid  to  be  the  Motto  of  human  Nature,  rather  to 
Tufler  than  to  die,  though  it  is  good  however  to  be  always 
ready  for  that  which  muft  come  at  laft.  The  Doffa-ine  is 
this,  that  Siiftj  and  all  that  a  Man  has^  will  he  give  for  his 
life.  We  are  apt  to  pick  Quarrels  with  the  World  for  every 
little  Foolery.  Every  trivial  Crofs  makes  us  think  we  are 
weary  of  the  World :  but  our  Tongues  run  quite  to  another 
Tune,  when  we  come  once  to  parting  with  it  in  earneft. 
Then  'tis.  Call  the  Doffor^  Apothecary^  Surgeon ;  pirge^  flux^ 
kwue^  Imm^  faw:  V\\  endure  any  thing  in  this  World,  if 
jou  can  but  keep  Life  and  Soul  together.  When  it  comes  to 
that  once,  'tis  not  hcip  me  ^  with  my  Burden,  but  help 
file  up  with  it* 


Fab.  1 14.    A  Do90?  and  patient  with 

%QXZ  epe0> 

Afbjfician  undertakes  a  Woman,  with  fore  Eyes, 
upon  the  Terms  of  iJo  Cure^  no  Money.  His 
my  was  to  dawb  'em  quite  up  with  Ointments,  and 
while  fhe  was  in  that  pickle,  to  carry  off  a  Spoon 
or  a  Porringer,  or  fomewhat  or  other,  at  the  End  of 
liis  Vifit.  The  Woraan^s  Eyes  mended,  and  ftill  as  (he 
came  more  and  more  to  her  fclf  again,  there  was 
cmy  day  \ds  and  Ids  left  in  the  Houfe  to  be  feen. 
The  Do^or  came  to  her  at  laft^  and  told  her,  Miftrd% 
6y5  he,  I  have  difcharg'd  my  part,  your  Eyes  are 
perfefUy  well  again,  and  pray  let  me  be  paid  now  ac- 
cording to  our  Agreement.  Alas,  Sir,  lays  (he,  Pm  a 
;reat  deal  worfe  than  I  was  the  firil:  Minute  you  im- 

K  dertook 
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dertook  me  5  for  I  could  fee  Plate,  Hangings,  Paintin 
and  other  Goods  of  Value  about  my  Houfe,  till  ] 
had  the  ordering  of  mc;  but  I  am  now  brought  to  fi 
a  pals,  that  I  can  fee  nothing  at  all. 

The  Moral. 

Tin-€  are  few  good  Offices  dom  for  other  People^  which  the  Bt 
faSlor  dees  not  hope  to  he  the  better  himfelffor. 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  Fancy  is  half  Knavery,  half  Humour,  and 
Doctor's  Part  in*t  is  no  more  than  according  to  the  comn 
Praftice  of  the  World,  in  Law,  as  well  as  in  Phyfick,  wl 
People  make  the  Remedy  worfe  than  the  Difeafe ;  as  whc 
Man  fpends  the  Fee-Simple  of  an  Eftate  in  a  Conteft  for 
Title.  The  Barber  that  pick'd  the  Gentleman's  Pocket  trf 
he  was  waihing  of  his  Face,  wrote  after  this  Copy.  1 
Moral  holds  forth  this  Matter  of  Advice  to  us,  not  to  a 
tn£t  any  Obligations  rafhly ;  for  good  Offices  in  courfe : 
rather  Ebuts  and  Snares,  than  Benefits ;  and  there  are  fo 
certain  People,  that  a  fober  Man  vrould  not  venture  the  I 
ing  beholden  to.  The  poor  Woman  here,  had  her  Jeft 
her  Houfhold-StufF ;  and  the  vain  Satisfa(Elion  of  paying  i 
Phyfician  with  a  Conceit  for  his  Money.  It  minds  me  of  \ 
Orator,  that  was  to  teach  a  young  Man  Rhetorick,  on  Cc 
dition  of  double  Pay  upon  the  perfeAing  of  him  in  his  Pj 
feffion,  and  not  a  Penny  before.  The  Matter  follow'd  i 
Scholar  clofe,  and  came  to  him  at  lad  for  his  Money,  aca 
ding  to  the  Bargain ;  the  young  Fellow  begg'd  him  over  a 
over  to  forbear  it  a-while,  but  could  not  prevail.  He  t< 
him  then,  that  there  was  nothing  due  to  him ;  for  if  Rl 
torick  be  (as  you  fay)  the  Art  or  Power  of  Perfuafion,  a 
if  I  cannot  prevail  with  you  to  forbear  your  Money,  I  am  r 
Maftcr  of  my  Trade  yet.  This  was  the  Woman's  Way 
Reafoning  with  the  Phyfician.  The  Do6tor  would  have  1 
Money  for  the  curing  of  her  Eyes,  and  the  Woman  fliufl 
it  oS  that  (he  was  not  cur'd,  for  fhe  could  fee  nothing  at  a 
which  was  one  Fallacy  upon  another. 


Fa 
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F A  B.  1 1 5.    A  Cat  and  ^ice^ 

HERE  was  a  Houfe  mightily  troubled  with  il4iVr, 
and  a  notable  Cat  there  was,  that  time  after 
:  had  pick'd  up  fo  many  of  'em,  that  they  agreed 
ng  themfelves  to  keep  above  in  the  Cieling-,  for 
'  found  that  upon  the  plain  Floc^*  there  was  no 
ing  for  *em.  This  (poil'd  Pufs*s  Sport,  unlefs  fhc 
d  find  a  way  to  trepan  them  down  again  :  So  fhc 
t  up  to  a  Pin  that  was  driven  into  the  Wall,  and 
e  hung  like  a  Pole-Cat  in  a  Warren,  to  amufe 
n.  The  Mice  took  notice  of  it,  and  one  wifer 
I  the  reft  Ibretched  out  his  Neck  to  learn  the 
th  of  the  Matter.  And  fo  foon  as  ever  he  found 
'  ^cwas.  Ah,  Ciys  he,  you  may  hang  there  till 
r  Heart  akes ;  for  if  you  were  but  a  Difh-Clout,- 
ou  are  a  counterfeiting  Devil  of  a  Cat^  here*s  not 
reature  will  come  near  ycL 

The  Moral. 

Ho  Man  hy  bimfelf  at  the  Mercy  of  a  kncrjun  Enemy  under 
ty  Shew  or  Pretence  whatsoever  i  for  he  forfeits  his  Difcreti" 
r,  even  though  hejbould  happen  to  fave  his  Car  cafe  and  his 
trtane. 

REFLECTION. 

VH  AT  wc  cannot  compafs  by  Forces  muft  be  brought^ 
at  by  Invention  and  Addrds ;  but  then  on  the  other  hand, 
all  Cafes  of  Hazard,  things  fhould  be  Urell  weighed  and 
min'd  before  we  truft.  This  Fable  is  the  Fidlion  of  a 
*e  not  altogether  incredible.  'Tis  a  common  thing  for  an 
Jade  to  counterfeit  lame,  for  fear  of  hard  riding  j  for  a 
ck  to  run  flapping  and  fluttering  away,  as  if  (he  were 
im'd,-  to  carry  People  from  her  young :  As  there's  a  Story 
I  Fox  that  was  hard  hunted,  and  hung  himfelf  up  by  the 
eth  in  a  Warren  among  the  Vermin  to  put  the  Dogs  to  a 
fs.  Without  any  more  Words,  twenty  Inftances  might  bti 
en  to  (hew  bow  near  that  which  we  call  Tmpulfe  or  In« 
\&j  comes  to  Reafon ;  for  the  Cat*s  Policy  was  no  other,  in 
ith,  than  what  we  call  flecping  Dcg-Sleep :    And  there  was 

K  a  the 
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the  very  fame  Fore-thought  and  Defign  in't  too,  whidi  int 
Conftruflion  of  Law  and  Equity  pafles  for  ALiUce  frepenft. 


F A B.  1 1^.    An  9pe  and  a  JToiT* 

UPON  the  Deceafe  of  a  Lion  of  late  famous  Me- 
mory, the  Beafh  met  in  Council  to  chufe  a  King. 
There  were  feveral  put  up  -,  but  one  was  not  of  Make 
for  a  King^  another  wanted  either  Brains,  or  Strength, 
or  Stature,    or  Humour,  or  fbmething  eUe;   but  in 
fine,  the  Buffoon-Ape  with  his  Grimaces  and  Gambdes 
carry*d  it  from  the  whole  Field  by  I  know  not  how  ma- 
ny Voices.     The   Fox  (being  one  of  the  Pretenders) 
ftomach'd  it  extremely  to  fee  the  Choice  go  againft 
him,  and  prefently  rounds  the  New-eleff  in  the  Ear, 
with  a  piece  of  fecret  Service  that  he  could  do  him. 
Sir,  fays  he,  I  have  difcover'd  fome  hidden  Treaforc 
yonder ;     but  *tis  a  Royalty    that  belongs   to  your 
Majefty,  and  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  it.    So  he  car- 
ry*(i   the  yJpe  to  take  poffeflion :    And  what  fhould 
this  Trcafure  be,  but  a  Bait  in  a  Ditch.     The  Apt 
lays    his  Hand  upon't,    and    the   Trap   Iprings  and 
catches  him  by  the  Fingers.    Ah  thou  perfidious  Wretch ! 
cries  the  Ape.     Or  thou  fimple  Prince,  rather^  replies 
the  Fox.     You  a  Governour  of  others,   with  a  Ven- 
geance, that  han't  Wit  enough  to  look  to  your  own 
Fingers. 

The  Moral. 

Gcvemours  Jhould  be  Men  of  Buftnefsy  rather  than  Pleafure^ 
Ttyer^s  me  great  Folly  in  making  an  ill  Choice  of  a  Ruler^ 
and  another  in  the  Acceptance  of  it  -,  for  it  expojes  Jutbmtf 
to  Scorn. 

REFLECTION. 

RASHNESS,  and  Want  of  Confideration,  is  everun- 
fortunate.  Men  fhould  not  take  a  charge  upon  them  that  they 
arc  not  fit  for  ;  as  if  fjnging,  dancing,  and  Ihewingof  Tiick?, 
were  Qiialifications  for  a  Governour,  Baudoin  fays.  That  this 
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ible  fliews  not  only  the  Envy  and  Malignity  of  the  Fox  ; 
t  the  Imprudence  of  the  Eleftors  in  the  Choice  of  Minifters 
d  Officers  that  arc  not  made  for  BuHnefs.  Here's  firft  an 
>e  made  a  King,  for  (hewing  Tricks,  and  making  Fools 
ices :  and  the  Fox  is  then  to  put  a  flur  upon  him,  in  expo- 
ig  him  for  Sport  to  the  Scorn  of  the  People. 
Here's  an  Ape  choifen  Kingy  in  Succeffion  to  a  Lion ;  which 
lids  for  a  fhort  and  a  plain  Reprefentation  of  the  beft  and 
e  worft  of  Governments  under  the  Dignity  of  the  one, 
d  the  Indignity  of  the  other.  It  fets  forth  the  Cafe  and 
nhappinefs  of  eleSlive  Kingdoms  y^hext  Canvaffing  and  FaAion 
s  commonly  too  great  a  hand  in  the  EleAion.  Nor  is  there 
y  wonder  to  fee  Drolls  and  Tumults  advanc'd  to  Changes 
Honour  and  Profit,  where  Ignorance  and  Popularity  fway 
e  Choice  :  And  nothing  fo  fit  as  an  Ape  for  the  Commiffion 
State,  where  a  Gambole,  or  a  Grimace,  pafles  for  a  quali- 
ing  Title  to  the  Exercife  of  Power. 
It  is  no  wonder  again,  where  People  are  fo  miftaken  in  the 
iculties  and  Capacities  of  Government,  that  they  depart  alfo 
>m  the  Veneration  that's  due  to  it ;  and  when  the  main 
ids  of  it  (hall  come  to  be  difappointed.  For  every  Jack- 
uUing^  with  jEfop*s  Fox  here,  will  be  ridicjuling  palpable 
^eaknefles,  and  expofing  thofe  (almoft  facred)  Imperfection^ 
d  Defe£b  which  they  ought  to  cover.  What's  a  CharaAer 
Honour  upon  the  Shoulders  of  a  Man  that  has  neither  a 
»ul  anfwerable  to't,  nor  a  true  Senfe  of  the  Dignity,  but  a 
[ark  fet  up  for  every  common  Fool  to  (hoot  his  Bolt  at  ! 
^hen  jfpes  arc  in  Pown-y  there  will  never  want  Foxes  to  play 
x>n  them. 


F A B.  II 7-     A  @mit]&  and  his  DOff. 

\  Blackfmitb  took  notice  of  a  Cur  he  had,  that 
A.  would  be  perpetually  fleeping,  fo  long  as  his 
lafter  was  at  his  Hammer;  but  whenever  he  went  to 
finner,  the  Dog  would  be  fure  to  make  one.  So  he 
IVdthe  D^the  Reafonon't.  What*s  the  Meaning 
f  it,  (ays  he,  that  fo  long  as  Pm  at  the  Foige  you  are 
ill  taking  your  Nap  -,  but  fo  foon  as  my  Chops  be^ 
5  walk,  yours  muft  be  walking  too  for  Company  ? 
[^here's  a  time  to  fleep  (%s  the  Dog)  aod  ^  time  to 

K  3  wake-^ 
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wake  ;  and  every  thing  is  well  done  that  is  done  in  due 
feaibn. 

The  Moral. 

All  Creatures  do  naturally  look  to  the  main  Chance  \  that  is  tofaj^ 
the  Biijinefs  of  Food  and  Propagation, 

REFLECTION. 

THAT  which  Men  do  bv  Reafon,  Beafts  do  by  Ipftinft. 
There's  no  living  without  rood  and  Reft  j  and  Nature  ap- 
points the  Seafon  both  for  the  one  and  for  the  other.  A 
Dog  wakes  to  his  Dinner,  as  a  Man  that's  to  travel  next 
Day,  does  for  his  Journey  and  his  Bufinefs.  He  lies  down 
to  fleep  with  the  Hour  in  nis  Head,  and  when  the  time  coincs, 
he  needs  neither  Clock  nor  Cock  to  call  him.  Cuftom  puts 
Nature  into  a  Method  of  expefting  and  attending  all  the 
Offices  of  Life  at  fuch  and  fuch  certain  Hours  and  Seafons  as 
we  are  us'd  to  ;  and  there  needed  no  more  than  this  to  make 
the  Majler^s  Dining-time  the  Dofs  IVaking-time. 

Fa  B.  1 18-    A  Ti5oaafnB  ^\\\Z. 

THerc  was  a  Favtmrite-Mule^  that  was  high-fed. 
and  in  the  Pride  of  Fkfh  and  Metal,  would  ftill 
be  bragging  of  his  Family  and  his  Anceftors.  My  Fa- 
ther (£iys  he)  was  a  Courier,  and  tho-  1  lay  it,  that 
fhould  not  fay  it,  I  myfclf  take  after  him.  He  had 
no  fooner  fpoke  the  Words,  but  he  was  put  to  the 
Trial  of  his  Heels,  and  did  not  only  ftiew  himfelf  a 
Jade ;  but  in  the  very  Heat  of  his  Oftentation,  his  Fa- 
ther fell  a  braying,  which  minded  him  of  his  Original, 
^d  the  whole  Field  made  fport  on*t,  when  they  found 
Imn  to  be  the  Son  of  an  y^. 

The  Moral. 

JI  bragging  Fool  tbafs  raifed  out  of  a  Dunghily  amf/ets  up  fir 
a  Man  of  Quality  y  is  ajhanid  of  nothing  in  this  ffirld  biU 
if  bis  own  Father. 

REFLECTION. 

THIS   touches  the  Cafe  of  thofc  mean  Upftarts,  that 

^ben  they  come  ox^  (o  be  preferred,  fpiiget  their  Fativ^ 
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and  have  not  the  Wit  to  confider  how  foon  Fortune  may  fet 
them  down  again  where  (he  took  'cm  up »  but  yet  at  laft, 
when  they  come  to  be  minded  of  their  Original,  it  makes 
many  a  proud  Fool  feiiTible  of  a  fcandalous  £xtra<5lion,  that 
has  no  Shame  at  all  for  a  fcandalous  Life. 

'Tis  hardly  fafe  to  defcant  upon  a  boaftifig  Mule  in  a  Fahle^ 
when  there  arc  fo  many  of  his  Brethren  in  the  World  that 
will  take  it  to  tbcmfclves.     Nay,    and  over  and  above  the 
fclf-conccited  Vanity  of  thefe  Brutes,  there  arc  none  fo  for- 
%i-ard  neither,  to  befpatter  Men  of  Blood  and  Quality,  as 
thofe  that  have  moft  Reafon  to  be  afhamed  of  their  pefcent. 
This  Pride  of  Pedigree  is  cafily  run  down,  if  there  be  not 
Power  join'd  to  the  Oftentation  :  But  where  there  is  Autho- 
rity given  to  the  Folly,  as  well  as  to  the  Fool,  the  Indigna- 
tion that  it  raifcs,  makes  the  Infolence  infupportable.     No- 
tiling  dafh'd  the  Confidence  of  the  Mule  like  the  braying  of 
the  A(s  in  the  very  Interim  while  he  was  dilating  upon  his 
Genealogy  ;  As  wno  fhould  fay,  Riimmber pur  Father^  Str- 
rab.     This  comes  to  the  Cafe  of  a  Spaniard  that  was  won- 
derfully upon  the  hulF  about  his  Extraction,  and  would  needs 
prove  himfelf  of  fuch  a  Family  by  the  fpellingof  his  Name : 
A  Cavalier  in  the  Company,  with  whom  lip  had  the  Contro- 
verfy,   very  civilly  yidded  him  the  Point ;    for  (fays  he)  1 
have  examin'd  the  Records  of  a  certain  Houfe  of  Correfiion, 
and  I  find  your  Grandfather  was  whipt  there  by  that  Name. 
We  have,  m  fine,  a  world  of  boafiing  Mules  among  us,  that 
don't  care  for  being  minded  of  their  braying  Fathers :   But  'tis 
the  Fate  of  thefe  vain-glorious  Fops  to  be  thus  met  withal, 
and  your  counterfeit  Men  of  Honour  fcldom  come  off  better ; 
wherefore  let  every  Man  look  well  about  him  before  he  boafts 
of  his  Pedigree,  to  make  fure  that  there  be  not  an  Afs  in  the 
Family. 


F  A  B.  1 1  J?.    A  IDqz  and  a  WJiAt 

A  Wolf  took  a  />f  napping  at  his  Mailer's  Door, 
and  when  he  was  juft  about  to  worry  him,  the 
poor  Creature  begg'd  haixl  only  for  a  Reprieve.  Alas 
(fays  he)  Tm  as  lean  at  prefent  as  Carrion  ;  but  we 
have  a  Wedding  at  our  Houfe  within  thefe  t^'o  or 
three  Days,  that  will  plump  me  up  you  ihall  fee  with 
good  CKcar.    Pray  have  but  Patience  'till  then,    and 

K  4  v<Vvfi\ 
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when  Pm  in  a  little  better  Cafe,  PU  throw  myfelf  in 
the  very  Mouth  of  you.  The  fTolf  took  his  Woixl,  and 
fo  let  him  go ;  but  palling  fome  few  Days  after  by  the 
fame  Houfe  again,  he  fyifd  the  Dog  in  the  Hallj  and 
bad  him  remember  his  rromife.  Fhrk  ye,  my  Friend, 
lays  the  Dog,  whenever  you  catch  me  alleep  again  on 
the  wrong  Side  of  the  Poor,  never  trouble  your  Head 
to  wait  for  a  Wedding. 

The  Mo  R  A  L, 

Bxperience  works  upon  many  Brutes  mare  than  itpm  fame  Mm, 
They  are  mt  t$  begulPd  twice  with  the  fame  Trick  \  and  at  the 
jvorft,  a  badjbifiishetterthannone. 

REFLECTION. 

'T I S  good  to  provide  againft  all  Chances,  both  fleeping 
knd  waking ;  for  a  Man  cannot  be  too  circumfped,  upon 
Condition  on  the  other  Hand,  that  his  Caution  do  not  make 
him  over-follicitous.  Paft  Dangers  make  us  wifer  for  the  fu- 
ture :  As  the  Dog,  after  he  had  been  fnapt  at  the  Door,  had 
the  Wit  to  lie  in  the  Hall ;  which  tells  us,  that  a  wife  Body 
is  not  to  be  caught  twice  by  the  fame  Snare  and  Trick. 
His  Promife  to  the  Wolfwz%  2,  kind  of  a  Dog-Cafe  of  Cenfd- 
gnccy  and  the  fVolf  play'd  the  Fool  in  taking  his  Word  for 
that  which  he  was  not  obliged  to  perform. 


Fab.  120.    A  Lpoit  and  a  OBuIL 

IN  the  Days  of  Yore,  when  Bulls  liv*d  upon  Muitan, 
there  w^  a  Jjyon  had  a  Deflgn  upon  a  mighty  BuU^ 
and  gave  him  a  very  civil  Invitation  to  come  and  fup 
with  him ;  for,  fays  he,  I  have  gotten  a  Sheep,  and 
you  mi^fl  needs  take  Part  on't.  The  Bull  prqmifed, 
and  went ;  but  fb  fbon  as  ever  he  faw  what  a  clutter 
there  was  with  huge,  over-grown  Pots,  Fans,  and 
Spits,  away  he  fcowr*d  immediately.  The  Lyon  pre- 
fendy  call'd  after  him,  and  ask'd  him,  whither  in  fucb 
hafte  ?  Oh,  lays  the  Bull,  'tis  high  time  for  me  to  be 
jogging)  when  I  fee  iiich  Preparadon  :  For  this  Pro^ 

vifion 
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lofion  looks  as  if  you  were  to  have  a  Bull  for  your 
Supper,  rather  than  a  Muiton. 

The  MoR  A  L, 

When  a  Man  has  both  an  Jntereft  and  an  ImUnaiim  to  Utrof 
MS  J  tberisnotruflinghim. 

REFLECTION. 

THERE'S  no  tnifting  to  the  faijr  Words  and  0)untcnaui- 
ces  of  bloody  Men  ?  He's  fure  to  be  ruin'd,  that  lays  himfelf 
at  the  Mercy  of  thofe  that  live  upon  the  SpoiK  l*hcir  vcrr 
Complements  are  Snares ;  as  the  Zyon's  Invitation  of  the  Adf 
to  fup  with  him,  was  but  the  Cover  of  a  Defign  he  had  to  fop 
upon  the  Bull  himfelf* 


Fab.  121.    AlponmloUe^ 

A  ^w  was  in  Love  with  a  Country  Lais,  anddcfirti 
her  Father's  Confent  to  have  her  in  Marriage 
The  Anfwer  he  gave  was  churlifh  enough.  He'd  ne- 
ver agree  ttft  he  laid,  upon  any  Terms,  to  marry  his 
Dai^ter  to  a  Beaft.  The  Lyon  gave  him  a  four  Look 
upon't,  which  brought  the  Bumkin,  upon  fecond 
Thoughts,  to  Arike  up  a  Bai^gainwith  him,  upcm  thefe 
Conditions  :  Tliat  his  Teeth  Ihould  be  drawn,  and  his 
Nailj  pair'd ;  for  thofe  were  Things,  he  faid,  that  the 
fooliih  Girl  was  terribly  a&aid  of.  The  Lyon  fends  for 
a  Surgeon  immediately  to  do  the  Work  ;  (as  what  wiD 
not  Love  make  a  Body  do  ?)  and  fe>  foon  as  the  Ope- 
ration was  over,  he  goes  and  challenges  the  Father 
npon  his  Promife.  The  Countryman  feeing  the  Lyon 
diiarm'd,  pluck'd  up  a  good  Heart,  and  with  a 
iwinging  Cudgel  {o  order'd  the  Matter,  that  he  brake 
off  the  Match. 

The  Moral. 

dn  extravagant  Lovej  confults  neither  Lifty  Fortune^  nor  Refu-r 
tatieHy  tut  facrifices  all  that  can  be  dear  to  a  Man  of  Senfe  and 
Hmur^  ^tbtiranffertsrfaninconJideratePaJjIwn. 
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REFLECTION. 

THIS  Fable  will  look  well  enough  in  the  Moral,  h 
fantaftical  foever  it  may  appear  at  firft  Blufh,  in  the  Lines  i 
Traces  of  it.  Here's  a  Bio/i  in  Love  with  a  ^rfi«  ;  wh 
is  but  a  reverie  of  the  prepofterous  Paffions  we  meet  n 
frequently  in  the  World,  when  reafonable  Creatures  of  b 
Sexes  fall  in  Love  with  thofe,  that  in  the  AUufion  may  \ 
moft  without  a  Figure)  pafs  for  Beafts.  There's  nothu^ 
fierce,  or  fo  favage,  but  Love  will  (often  it ;  nothing 
generous,  but  it  will  debauch  it ;  nothing  fo  (harp-iightec! 
Other  Matters,  but  it  throws  a  Mift  before  the  Eyes  on't, 

fmts  the  Philofopher  befide  his  Latin  ;  and  to  fum  up  all  i 
ittle,  where  this  PaiEon  domineers,  neither  Honour,  i 
Virtue,  is  able  to  ftand  before  it.  The  Lyon^s  parting  v 
his  Teethy  and  his  Claws^  in  a  Complement  to  his  new  ) 
ftrefs,  is  no  more  than  what  we  fee  every  Day  exemplii 
in  the  Cafe  of  making  over  Eftates  and  jointures,  with 
Malice  prepenfe  all  this  while  of  holding  their  Nofes  to 
Grindftone,  and  with  the  Girl's  Fath^  here,  of  jilting  th 
atlaft. 


Fab.  12  2.    A  tponefjS  and  a  JTojr^ 

A  Numerous  Ifliie  pafTes  in  the  World  for  a  B 
fmg ;  and  this  Confideration  made  a  Fox  call 
in  the  Teeth  of  a  Lyonefs^   that  fhe  broi^t  forth  1 
one  Whelp  at  a  time.     Very  right,  fays  the  other, 
then  that  one  is  a  Lyon. 

The  Moral. 

'Tix  a  conumn  77?!ng  t$  valuf  Things  more  hy  tbi  Number^  i 
by  the  Excellency  of  them, 

REFLECTION. 

THERE  are  more  Fools  in  the  World  than  wife  N 
and  more  Knaves  than  honeft  Men  :  So  that  it  is  not  Ni 
ber,  but  Excellency,  that  inhances  the  Value  of  any  Tb 
The  moft  copious  Writers  are  commonly  the  arranteft  Sc 
biers ;  and  in  b  much  talking,  the  To^ue  is  apt  tn  tun 
forethe  Wit:  h  many ^ordi tbtr^ is  Jptlfy^  biUafFordin^ 


tmt^m^^ 
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like  Apples  of  Gold  in  Figures  of  Silver :  Says  the  Oiacle 
ruth  itfelf.     And  we  have  it  from  the  fame  Authority, 
)ur  very  Prayers^  wlien  they  are  loii4  and  long,  are  in  the 
of  Heaven  no  be^  than  fo  much  babbling  ;  and  that 
have  more  in  them  of  Hypocrify  and  Ofteiitation,  than  . 
Bedlion  and  Judmient.     The  great  Creator  of  the  Uni- 
,  whofe  fin^e  FIAT  was  fufficient  to  have  made  ten 
and  Worlds  in  the  twinkling  of  an  Eye,  allowed  him* 
ix  Days  yet  for  the  finifhing  of  his  Purpoic :  Paus'd  upon 
r  Dav's  Work,  confider'd  of  it,   reviewed  it,  and  pnn 
ic'd  It  gooJj  and  fo  proceeded.     Right  Rcafon  moves,  in 
:  Proportion,  by  the  fame  Steps  and  Degrees  with  this  in- 
ible  Examble :  It  deliberates,  projefh,  executes,  wdgbs 
approves.     Nature  does  nothing  in  a  huddle,  and  human 
lenc^  ibould  govern  itfelf  by  the  fame  Meafures.    A  Piu-> 
Y  of  Voices,  'tis  true,  carries  the  Queftion  in  all  our  De- 
5,  but  rather  as  an  Expedient  for  Peace,  than  an  EviAion 
le  Right  i   for  there  are  Millions  of  Errors  to  one  Reafon, 
Truth ;  and  a  Point  is  not  cafy  to  be  hit :  In  a  word,  the 
Saying  is  a  (hrewd  one ;  that  wife  Menpropofe^  and  Fools  ie^ 
tine.     Take  the  World  to  pieces,  and  there  are  a  thoufimd 
;  to  one  Philofopher :  And  as  many  Swarms  of  Flies  tQ 
Eagle.     Lyons  do  not  come  into  the  World  in  Utters. 


F  A  B,  1 23.     Two  (latk&  fighting. 

• 

'^ WO  Cocks  fought  a  Duel  for  the  Mafteiy  nf  a 
.    Dunghill.     He  that  was  worded  flunlc  away  in- 

a  Corner,  and  hid  himfclf  j  t'other  takes  hb 
ight  up  to  the  Top  of  the  Houfe,  and  there,  with 
)wing  and  clapping  of  hb  Wings,  makes  PixxJa- 
ition  of  his  Viaory.  An  E^le  made  a  ftoop  at  him 
the  middle  of  his  Exaltation,  and  carry'J  him  away. 
r  diis  Accident,  die  other  Cock  had  a  good  riddance 

his  Rival  -,  took  PoffefliDn  of  the  Province  they 
ntended  for,  and  had  all  his  Miftreflls  to  himfidf 
;ain. 

The  Moral. 

wife  4md  a  gemreus  Enemy  will  make  a  mod^Jl  Vfe  afa  Vi£lo* 
rjiftr  forttme  is  vmaUe. 
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REFLECTION. 

THIS  Combat  of  trvo  Cocks  for  a  Dimgbilj  may  be  mon- 
liz'd  by  an  Apfdication  of  it  to  the  Competition  of  the  groteft 
Princes,  for  Empire  and  Dominion.  For  what's  the  WorU 
more  than  a  Mafs  of  Dirt  on  the  one  hand,  as  to  the  Sutjefi 
of  the  Quarrel;  and  there's  the  fame  Thiril  of  Blood  too,  be- 
twixt the  Combatants,  on  the  other.  We  have  :^ain,  the 
various  chance  of  War  exhibited  on  both  fides  ^  for  'tb  with 
JGr^Sj  as  with  thefe  Cocks.  He  that's  a  ViAor  this  Momcnti 
may  be  a  Slave  the  next :  And  this  Volubility  of  human  Af- 
fiurs,  what  is  it  but  either  the  Sport,  or  the  Judgment  of 
Providence,  in  the  Punifhment  of  Arrogance  and  Oppreffion! 
We  are  given  finally  to  underftand,  that  as  the  Levity  of 
Fortune  leaves  us  nothing  to  tnifl  to,  or  to  prefume  upon, 
fo  at  the  fame  Time  there's  nothing  to  defpair  of.  Thenai- 
quertng  Cock  was  cut  oflF  in  the  very  Sm^  of  his  Triwufb: 
and  the  conquered  re-inftated  in  the  Pofleflion  of  his  former 
Pretences. 


Fab.  1 24.    A  JTatoll  and  a  dtaff. 

AFawfi  was  reafoning  the  Matter  with  a  Siag^  w^xj 
he  (hould  run  away  from  the  Dogs  (till ;  for,  lays 
he,  you  are  bigger  and  ftronger  than  they.  If  you 
have  a  Mind  to  ftand,  y*are  better  arm'dj  and  dicn 
y*are  fleeter  if  you'll  run  for*c.  I  cannot  ima^e  what 
fhould  make  you  fo  fearful  of  a  Company  of  pitiful 
Curs.  Nay,  £iys  the  Stag^  'tis  all  true  that  you  lay, 
and  'tis  no  more  than  I  lay  to  myfelf  many  Times  \  and 
yet  whatever  the  Matter  is,  let  me  take  up  what  Re- 
Iblution  I  pleafe,  when  I  hear  the  Hounds  once,  I  can* 
not  but  betake  myfelf  to  my  Heels. 

The  Moral. 

'7iJ  one  Thing  to  knew  what  we  ought  to  do^  and  another  tVfg 
to  execute  it  -,  and  to  hring  up  cur  Pra&ice  to  our  Pbibfoftj: 
He  that  is  naturally  a  Coward^  is  not  to  he  made  Valiam  If 
CounfeL 

RE. 
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REFLECTION. 

NATURAL  Infirmities  are  well  nigh  infuperable;  and 
Men  that  are  Cowards  by  Complexion,  are  hardly  ever  to  be 
made  valiant  by  Difcourfe.  But  they  are  confcious  yet  of 
the  Scandal  of  that  Weaknefs,  and  may  make  a  (hift  perhaps 
to  reafon  themfelves  now  aiid  then  into  a  kind  of  temporary 
Refolution,  which  they  have  not  the  Power  afterwards  to  go 
through  with.  We  find  it  to  be  much  the  fame  Cafe  in  the 
Government  of  our  Affoftions  and  A(^3etites,  that  it  is  in  thefe 
bodily  Frailties  of  Temperament  and  Complexion.  Provi- 
dence has  arm'd  us  with  Powers  and  Faculties,  fufficient  for 
the  confounding  all  the  Enemies  we  have  to  encounter.  We 
have  Life  and  Death  before  us :  That  is  to  fay.  Good  and 
Evil ;  and  we  know  which  is  which  too  :  Befide  that  it  is  at 
our  Choice  to  take  or  to  refufe.  So  that  we  underfland  what 
wt  ought  to  do ;  but  when  we  come  to  deliberate,  we  play 
booty  againfl  ourfelves :  And  while  our  Judgments  and  our 
Confciences  dire£t  us  one  way,  our  Corruptions  hurry  us 
mother.  The  Stagy  in  fine,  is  a  thorough  Emblem  of  the 
State  and  Infirmity  of  Mankind.  We  are  both  of  us  arm'd 
and  provided,  either  for  the  Combat,  or  for  Flight.  We  fee 
the  Dai^r,  we  ponder  upon  it,  and  now  and  then  by  Fits, 
take  up  fome  Biint  Refolutions  to  outbrave  and  break  thorough 
it:  But  in  the  Conclufion,  we  fhrink  upon  the  Trial;  Wc 
betake  ourfelves  from  our  Heads  to  our  Heels ;  from  Reafon 
to  Fldh  and  Blood  ;  from  our  Strength  to  our  Weaknefles, 
and  fufFer  under  one  conmion  Fate. 


F  A  B.  1 2  5 .    3Iupf ter  and  a  Utt^ 

A  Bee  made  Jupiter  a  Prefcnt  of  a  Pot  of  Honey, 
which  was  fb  kindly  taken,  that  he  bad  her  afk 
what  fhe  would,  and  it  fhould  be  granted  her.  The 
Bee  defir*d,  that  wherever  fhe  fhould  fet  her  Sting,  it 
might  be  mortal.  Jupiter  was  loath  to  leave  Mankind 
at  the  Mercy  of  a  little  fpitefiil  Infeft,  and  fo  bad  her 
have  a  care  how  fhe  kill'd  any  body ;  for  what  Perfon 
Ibevcr  fhe  attacked,  if  fhe  left  her  Scing  behind  her,  it 
ihould  coft  her  her  Life. 

The 
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The  MoR  A  L. 

Sptuful  Prayers  are  m  better  than  Curfes  in  a  Dijguife^  and  tbi 
grant if^  of  them  turns  c^mmcnfy  to  the  Mi f chief  tf  tbi  Pitt' 
iimur. 

REFLECTION. 

CRU  E  LT  Y  and  Revenge  are  dineflly  contraiy  to  ftc  ve- 
ry Nature  of  the  divine  Goodnefs,  and  the  Mifchief  that  ii 
ikfen'd  for  other  People  returns  confimonly  upon  the  Head 
of  Ac  Author. 

How  many  Men  are  there  in  the  World,  that  put  up  a^  ma- 
licious Prayers  in  Chriftian  Aflemblies  to  the  true  Cod,  as  the 
Bee  docs  to  Jupiter  here  in  the  Fable !  And  Prayers  too  againft 
their  very  Patrons  and  Maftcrs;  their  Benefadors,  that  enter- 
tain, feed,  and  protoft  tliem.  Will  Heaven  hear  thefe  Prayers, 
fliall  we  think,  (or  Curfes  rather)  and  not  punifh  them?  This 
Bee  did  not  pray  for  a  Power  to  kill,  without  a  previous  Dif- 
pofition  and  Defign  to  put  that  venomous  Power  in  Execution, 
She  had  Mifchief  in  her  Heart  already,  and  only  wanted  Ibme 
ifeftnidivc  faculty,  anfwerable  to  her  Will:  And  fo  pray'dto' 
yupiteTy  as  Men  do  in  many  Cafes  to  the  Jebcvah^  for  the 
Bleffing  of  an  Ability  to  commit  Murder, 


•  Fab.  126.     eaiafpsi  in  a  JpOnf p^Pot 

THere  ^^'as  a  whole  (warm  of  fVafps  got  into  a  /fo- 
ney-Pot^  and  there  they  clo/d  and  clamm'd 
themfclves,  till  there  was  no  getting  out  ag^in ;  which 
brought  them  to  underftand  in  the  Conclufion,  that 
they  had  paid  dear  for  their  Sweetmeats. 

The  Moral. 

Lcefe  Pleafures  become  neceffary  to  us  by  the  frequent  Ufe  ^tben^i 
and  when  they  conie  once  to  be  habit ual^  there* s  no  getting  clear 
again, 

REFLECTION. 

THESE  Wafps  in  a  Honey^Poty  are  (o  many  fenfual  Men 
that  are  plung'd  in  their  Lufls  and  Pleafures;  and  when  they 
arc  once  glued  to  th«m,  'tis  a  very  hard  Matter  to  work  them- 
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elves  out.  We  have  an  Emblem  here  of  thofe  foolifh  vo- 
uptuous  Men,  that  facrifice  the  Peace,  the  Honour,  the  Com- 
bit,  and  all  other  fubftantial  Satisfkflions  of  Life,  to  the 
rcmpcation  of  a  liquorifli  Palate.  And  fo  for  the  Liberties  of 
^Vxnc,  Women,  feaffingand  jolly  Company;  thePoinpand 
iplendor  of  Courts  and  Parades,  l^c.  It'  comes  all  to  the  fame 
?oint  i  for  when  Men  are  once  dipt ;  what  with  the  Engage- 
nents  of  Senfe,  Cuftom,  Facib'ty ;  nay,  I  might  have  (aid  with 
iie  very  Shame  of  departing  from  what  they  have  given  them- 
rdvcs  up  to,  they  go  on  with  Mfif%  Flie^  till  they  arc  fti- 
led  in  tbeir  very  Pkafures. 


F  A  B.  1 27.    A  |?ottnff  ^an  and  a  StnaHoiD^ 

A  Prodigal  }(ning  Fellow  that  had  fold  his  Clothes  to 
his  very  Shirt,  upon  the  Sight  of  a  Swallow  that 
came  before  her  Time,  made  Account  that  Summer 
was  now  at  Hand,  and  away  went  that  too.  Thero 
happen'd  after  this,  a  Fit  of  bitter  cold  Weather^ 
that  alnwfft  ftarv*d  both  the  Bird  and  the  Spendthrift. 
Well  (lays  the  Fellow  to  himfelf)  this  Sot  of  a  Swal- 
low  has  been  the  Ruin  of  us  both. 

The  Moral. 

£xtra$r£nary  Cafes  are  excepted  out  of  the  general  Rules  of  Life : 
So  that  irregular  Accidents  and  Injlances  are  not  to  be  drawn 
into  Prefident. 

REFLECTION. 

EVERY  Man  ftands  or  falls  to  his  own  Reafon ;  and  it 
is  no  excufe  to  fay  that  I  viras  mifled  by  Example,  or  Conjc^ 
dure,  when  I  had  the  Means  before  me  of  informing  myfelf 
better.  If  this  Prodigal  had  but  confulted  the  Almanack  or 
lis  own  Experience",  it  would  have  fet  htm  right  in  the  Courfc 
of  the  Stiafons ;  or  the  old  Proverb,  methinks,  might  have 
iatisfy'd  him,  that  one  Swallow  makes  no  Summer^  unkfs  the 
Fable  perchance  (hould  fall  out  to  be  the  ancienter  of  the 
two,  and  the  Occafionof  that  Proverb:  But  there  are  certain 
Extiavagants  among  People  of  all  Sizes  and  Profei&ons,  and 
there  muft  be  no  drawing  of  general  Rules  from  particular 
Exceptions. 

Fa  b. 
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F  A  B.  1 28.   ^ercutp  and  a  Catpetiter^ 

A  Carpenter  dropt  his  Ax  into  a  River,  and  put  cf 
Prayer  to  Mercury  to  hdp  him  ttf  t  agMn.  Mt 
ttrjrdiv'd  for  it,  and  brought  him  tm  a  golden  one 
bat  tlut  was  not  it»  the  Fellow  £ud :  And  fi>  1 
pbing^d  a  fecond  Time,  and  fetched  up  another  of  I 
iper.  He  laid  that  was  not  it  Neither.  He  tiy'd  on< 
ag^,  and  then  up  comes  an  Ax  with  a  wooden  Hai 
&,  which  the  Carpenter  laid,  was  the  very  Tool  th 
he  had  loft.  Well!  (lays  Mercury)  thou  art  fo  juft 
poor  Wretch,  that  PU  ^ve  thee  ail  three  now  for  tl 
Honefty.  This  Story  was  got  into  every  body's  Moud 
and  the  Rumour  being  Ipread,  it  came  Into  a  Knave 
Head  to  try  the  lame  Experiment  over  agun.  And  j 
away  goes  he,  and  down  he  fits,  fiiiv'lin^  and  yel[ 
kig  upon  the  Bank  of  a  River,  that  he  had  dropt  his  A 
into  the  Water  there.  Mercury  that  was  at  hand,  i 
loems,  heard  his  Lamentation,  and  dipping  once  agai 
for  his  Ax,  as  he  had  done  for  the  other;  up  he  bring 
him  a  golden  Ax,  and  ask*s  the  Fellow  if  that  were  it 
Yes,  yes,  lays  he,  this  is  it.  O  thou  impudent  Sot 
cries  Mercury ;  to  think  of  putting  Tricks  upon  hin 
that  lees  through  the  very  Heart  of  thee. 

The  Moral. 

The  great  Searcher  of  our  Hearts  is  not  to  he  imposed  uptn^  but  t 
will  take  his  own  time  either  to  reward  or  pumjh. 

REFLECTION. 

HEAVEN  hates  Diflemblcrs  and  Hypocrites,  as  if  love 
Men  of  Truth  and  Integrity.  He  that  fimcies  he  can  impofi 
upon  Jupiter y  takes  him  for  a  Cully. 

Baudoin  moralizes  the  Matter  thus ;  that  Mercury  is  call'c 
upon,  and  fent  as  the  Patron  of  Artizans.  The  Pradice  d 
Truth  and  Juftice  can  never  fail  of  a  Reward  in  the  Condu- 
fion  \  and  the  bringing  in  of  a  God  to  the  Relief  of  a  pod 
Man,  (hews  that  it  is  from  Heaven  that  the  Needy  are  toeX' 
ped  Redrefs. 

4.  Hen 
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Here  are  two  Men  at  their  Prayers ;  the  otie  a  downright 
un  Dealer,  and  the  other  a  trimming  defigning  liypo- 
tte.  The  former  has  a  Reverence  in  his  Heart  for  the  Power 
at  he  invokes ;  he  is  not  to  be  corrupted  with  Gold  or 
ver.  He  AaAds  in  awe  of  his  Confcience,  and  make^  good 
i  Profcffion  with  his  Pra<Elice ;  receiving  in  the  End  thd  • 
effing  of  a  Reward  for  his  Integrity.  The  other  worfhips 
\th  his  Eyes,  his  Hands,  and  his  Voicfe ;  but  all  this  is  only 
cover  the  Cheat  of  a  rotten  Heart.  He  acknowlec^es  a 
ivint  Power,  but  at  the  fame  time  he  makes  a  mock  on't, 
d  provokes  it.  He  ftands  convinced  that  God  knows  all 
e  Secrets  of  his  Heart,  and  yet  tells  him  a  lye  to  his  F'ace. 
here  is  no  fuchMaflc,  in  fine,  for  the  greateft  of  Impieties^ 
a  Veil  of  Religion.  This  praying  Carpenter  here  would  have 
\de  Mercury  a  Broker  to  his  Knavery :  And  we  have  a  world 
praying  Chriftians  too  that  write  after  his  Copy. 


V At.  129.    A iFojt  and  ^jajieSf^ 

rHERE  was  a  Time  when  a  Fox  would  have  ven- 
tured as  far  for  a  Bunch  of  Grapes  as  tor  a  Shod-. 
T  of  Mutton  ;  and  it  was  a  Fooc  of  thofe  Days^  and 
lat  Palate^  that  ftood  gaping  under  a  Vine,  and  lick* 
g  his  Ups  at  a  moft  delicious  Clufter  of:  Grapes  that 
t  had  fpy'd  out  there;  he  fetched  a  hundred  and  a 
mdred  Leaps  at  it,  till  at  laft,  when  he  was  as  weary 
;  a  Dog,  and  found  that  there  was  no  Good  to  be 
M1C-,  Hang  ^ewy  (fays  he)  tbey  are  as  four  as  Crabs\  and 
>  away  he  went,  turning  off  the  Diiappointmenc  with 
Jdt 


Fa b.  130.    A  OClOlf  and.a  lion. 

A  S  a  H^olfzxi^,  a  Uon  were  abroad  upon  Adventure 
\\  tt^gethef ,  Hark  (lays  the  Wolf)  don't  you  hear 
lie  Bleating  of  Shcro?  My  Life  for  yours.  Sir,  II 
p  fetch  ye  Purchafe.  Away  he  goes,  and  follows 
^  Ear,  till  he  came  juft  under  the  Sheepfold  \  but  it 
httfi)  well  fortify'd,    and  the  Dogs  afleep  fo  near 
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it,  that  back  be  comes  fneaking  to  the  Uon  again, 
and  tells  him.  There  are  Sheep  yonder  (fays  he)  *tis 
true,  but  they  are  as  lean  as  Carrion,  ami  we  had 
e^ea  as  good  let  'cm  aJone  till  diey  have  siore  Fldh 
oa  their  Backs. 

The  MoR  AL  of  thp  two  Fables  above. 

*Tts  Matter  rf'  Skill  and  y/ddrefij  when  a  Men  ctnmti  hmefilf 
compafs  what  he  w9uU  he  aty  t$  appear  ea£f  andindiffertmufui 
'  all  Repttlfes  and  Difappointments. 

REFLECTION. 

.  'T I S  a  Point  of  good  Difcretion  to  make  a  Yirtut  of  Ne- 

ceffity,  and  to  content  our  felve$  ^tbout  what  we  cannot, 
get,  tho'  we  have  never  fo  much  a  mind  to't ;  for  'tis  a  Turn 
of  Art  to  fccm  to  defpife  what  ^ve  cannot  compafs,  and  to  put 
off  a  Mifcaniagc  with  a  Jeft :  Bcfide,  that  it  is  better  to  bive 
People  think  a  Man  could  gain  fuch  or  fuch  a  Point  if  be 
WQuld,  than  that  he  would,  but  cannot. 

TTic  /5w^8  Put-off  la  this  Fable,  is  a  moft  inftm^ve  Point 
of  Philofophy  towards  the  Government  of  our  Lived,  prwri- 
ded  that  his  Fooling  may  be  made  our  Earneft ;  a»  it  wouU 
be  much  for  our  Honour  and  Quiet  fo  to  be.  No  Man.  flntl 
ever  be  miferable,  if  he  can  but  keep  clear  of  the  jSoaie  of 
Hopes  and  Fears;  and  anttdete  himfel£  againft  the  Fbt^feerics 
of  the  one,  and  the  Alarms  of  the  other.  It  is  a  high  Point 
of  a  Chriilian,  as  well  as  of  Civil  Prudence  ;  for  a  Maif  to  fay 
thus  to  himfelf  before-hand  of  a  Tiling  that  he  has  a  mina 
to,  [If  I  cannot  get  ity  IJhaU  he  better  without  //.]  Or  if  he  can 
but  fay  after  the  miffing  of  it,  [It  was  better  lofi  thmJhmi,] 
Now  if  we  cannot  arrive  at  the  pitch  of  making  this  uidifr* 
rence  a  Virtue  indeed,  we  may,  however  fo  difguife  it  yet  (tho' 
in  a  cafe  of  Neceffity)  as  to  niake  It  Toi^k  like  one  :  NotTKit 
that  it  would  he  much  better  if  we  could,  attain  to  the  Pfcriec- 
tion  it  felf,  as  well  as  we  may  in  Appearance  cover  the  Di^ 
grace.  ' 

I  knew  a  fine  Lady  once,  and  {he  was  a  Woman  of  S^fh] 
Quality,  and  a  very  generous  Mind.  She  lav  un()er  MoKfiSfkl 
tions  in  abundance,  and  yet  was  never  obfervM  to  be  peevvlt 
or  angry  upon  any  Provocation  whatfoever ;  and  the  SBaili| 
(he  gave  for't  was  this,  [It  wilt  make  tne  look  M.\  So  that  t" 
is  xlot  fo  much  the  want  of  Ability  to  mailer  our  Afiftioni^^ 
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the  want  of  Rdblution  to  go  thro'  with  the  £xperimenti. 
This  is  a  way  to  keep  us  .firm  in  all  Trials:  Or  if  he,  that  up- 
on a  true  Principle  lives  without  any  Difquiet  of  Thought, 
may  be  iaid  to  be  happy,  it  improves  all  our  Difappoint- 
mcnts  into  Providences,  when  he  can  let  fall  the  vain  Defire 
of  any  thing  without  feeling  the  lofs  of  it.  It  comes  all  to 
a  cafe  now,  upon  the  force  of  the  Moral,  whether  we  quit, 
as  the  Fox  did  the  Grapes j  becaufe  he  could  not  come  at  them ; 
or  as  the  XFi^did  the  Sbeep^  becaufe  he  durft  not  venture  upon 
^en.  But  belt  either  the  one  or  the  other,  there's  a  Virtue 
and  a  Bkfing  in't,  both  ways,  in  getting  the  better  of  our 
Faflfens :  which  might  certainly  be  done,  if  we  had  but  half 
the  Tendernefs  for  our  Minds  and  Confciences,  that  wehav« 
for  our  Carcafles  and  our  Fortunes. 


Fab.  131.    A  O&op  anda  ^na&C^ 

Aiiiy  was  grofuns  for  Eels,  and  laid  his  band  upon 
a  Snake^  but  me  Snake^  finding  it  was  pure  Sim- 
"plicky,  and  not  Malice,  admonilh*d  him  of*  his  Mi- 
ttaUft :  Keep  your  felf  well  while  you  are  well,  fays 
the  Snake ;  for  if  you  meddle  with  me,  you'll  repent 
your  Bar^in. 

THe  Moral, 

•fSr  ihi  htifitm^  morally  Jftaking^  that  makn  the  Aalon  good 
9r  bad  I  and  even  Brutes  themfehes^  tvill  put  a  Difference  be^ 
tmxt  Harm  of  lU-Will  and  Aiif chance. 

REFLECTION. 

*TIS  Wifilom  as  well  as  Juftice^  to  dlftinguHh  betwixt 
Aaions  of  Miiadvcnturc  and  of  Dcfign.  Every  thing  has  at 
\a£t  two  Handles  to'r,  and  both  Parts  fbguld  be  well  examine 
edt  before  a  Man  can  make  either  a  warrantoble  Judgment,  or 
ft  prudent  Choice.  The  Bof%  Miftakc  here  is  no  more  than 
wbat  we  have  every  day  before  our  Eyes  in  common  Practice; 
and  that  which  the  Snake  fiiys  to  the  Bofy  every  Man's  Rcafon 
fim  to  bim&lf.  What  is  his  taking  a  Snake  for  an  £//,  buf 
gur  taking  Vice  for  Virtue?  He  did  it  unwarily:  And  fo  do 
ire  maiiy  timca  too.  H«  took  thcone  for  the  o(h^>  becauif 
'  La  tbqr 
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they  were  fo  much  alike,  that  at  firft  view  he  could  not  di- 
lUngaifh  them.  And  are  not  Virtue  and  Vice  as  like,  in  (e- 
vcral  Inftancesy  as  one  Egg  is  to  anotlier?  How  (hall  a  Maa 
know,  at  firft  Blu(h,  Hypocrify  from  Piety  i  true  Charity  from 
Oftentation  ?  or  the  Devil  himfelf  with  a  Glory  about  him, 
from  an  Angel  of  Light  i  Time  and  Examination  may  do 
much,  but  the  Boy  was  groping,  and  in  the  dark,  and  (b 
might  well  be  miibken.  The  Snaie  told  him  of  his  Enor, 
and  the  Danger  of  it,  but  pa&'d  it  over  becaufe  there  was  no 
lU'Jf^tll  in't.  This  is  the  very  Cafe  of  our  Reafon  to  us,  in 
all  our  Mifd  :ings.  It  checks  us  for  what's  paft ;  and  advifes 
us  for  the  future  to  have  a  care  of  falfe  Appearances :  Juft  as 
the  Snah  did  to  the  Child  here. 


F  A  B.  1 3  2.    A  lotDlCC  and  a  ]^actr(iifi:e« 

A  Fowler  had  taken  a  Partridge^  and  the  Bird  oflfery 
her  felf  to  decoy  as  many  of  her  Companions 
into  the  Snare  as  fhe  could,  upon  Condition  that  he 
vrould  give  her  Quarter.  No,  lays  he,  you  fhall  die 
the  rather  for  that  very  Reafon,  becaufe  you  would  be 
fo  bafe  as  to  betray  your  Friends  to  fave  your  felf. 

The  MoR  AL. 

Of  all  fcandahus  and  Jewd  Offices^  that  of  a  Traitor  is  cer- 
tainly the  bafeft  j  for  it  undermines  the  very  Foundations  4 
Society. 

REFLECTION. 

TREACHERY  isa  Siti  againft  commonFaith,  Honour, 
and  human  Society ;  a  Villany,  in  fliort,  that's  never  to  be 
approv'd,  how  convenient  foevcr  in  fome  Cafes  to  be  made 
ufe  of.  The  Fowler's  here,  was  a  wife  and  generous  Reib- 
hition,  upon  the  Partridges  Propofal ;  for  all  Traytors  arc 
mercenaries ;  and  whoever  betrays  one  Matter  for  Advantage, 
will  betray  another  for  a  better  Price.  But  as  all  manner  of 
Treachery  is  abominable  in  the  Sight  both  of  God  jmd  Man, 
and  ihnds  reprehended  in  this  Fable ;  fo  there  m  certain 
Kinds^  and  D^rees  of  it,  that  are  yet  more  execrable  and  o- 
dious,  one  than  another.  There  is  firft  a  Treachery  by  Com- 
plexioft,  which  was  the  Partridge'%  Cafe.    Her  Heart  feilM 

her. 
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lier,  and  (he  would  fain  have  compounded  for  her  ownXife, 
by  the  betraying  of  her  Fellows.  This  was  an  unhappy  In- 
firmity; but  the  Wcaknefs  all  this  while,  does  not  excufe  the 
Perfidy,  though  it  m^  feem  in  fome  meafure  to  extenuate  the 
Crime,  by  the  poor  Creature's  lying  under  almoft  an  infupe- 
rable  Frailty.  The  Fowler  however  made  an  Example  of  her 
for  a  Terror  to  others.  Now  if  a  Treachery  of  this  Quality 
be  fo  unpardonable,  what  (hall  we  (ay  to  thofe  Judafes  that 
dip  in  the  Di(h  with  their  Ma(lers,  and  then  for  fo  many  Pie- 
ces of  Silver  deliver  them  up  to  be  crucify'd  ?  What  Ihall  we 
fiy  to  thofo  that  fell  their  Country,  their  Souls  and  their  Reli- 
•gion,  for  Money,  and  rate  Divinity  at  fo  much  a  Pound  ? 
And  then  to  confummate  the  Wickedne(s,  finifh  the  Work 
with  Malice  that  they  b^an  with  Av^icc. 


Fa  B,  133.     A  J{)are  and  a  Co?toiff* 

WHAT  a  dull  heavy  Creature  (fays  a  Hare)  is 
this  fame  1'ortoife  !  And  yet  (fays  the  Tortoife) 
ril  run  with  you  for  a  Wogpr.  *Twas  done  and  done^ 
and  the  Fox^  by  Confent,  was  to  be  the  Judge.  They 
ftarted  together,  and  the  Tortoife  kept  jogging  on  ftill , 
till  he  came  to  the  End  of  the  Courie.  The  Hare 
kid  himfclf  down  about  Midway,  and  took  a  Nap ; 
for^  lays  he,  I  can  fetch  up  the  Tortoife  when  I 
pl^ie :  But  he  over-flept  himlclf,  it  feems;,  fcr  when 
he  came  to  wake,  thoqgh  he  fcudded  away  as  fbft  as 
'twas  poflTible,  the  *Tortoife  got  to  the  Poft  before  him, 
and  won  the  Wagpr. 

The  Moral. 

Up  and  be  doing,  is  an  edifying  Text  5  for  JSiion  is  tb^  Buji^ 
nefs  of  Life ^  and  there* s  no  Thought  of  ever  coming  to  the  End 
of  our  Journey  in  time^  if  we  fleep  by  the  way. 

REFLECTION. 

UlfNECESS AR Y  Delays  in  all  pre(5ng  Affiiirs  are  but 
Juft  (o  much  time  loft,  befide  the  hazard  of  intervening  Con* 
tingencies  that  may  endanger  a  total  Difappointment.  Let 
AOt  the  Work  of  to  Day  be  put  off  till  to  Morrow:  For  the  Fu- 

L  3  turc 
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tuie  is  uncertain ;  andhe,  that  lies  down  to  deep  in  the  middle 
of  Bufineis  that,  requires  Aftion,  does  not  know  whether  he 
(hall  live  to  wake  again  :  Or  with  die  Hare  in  the  Fable  bert^ 
out-fleep  bis  Opportunity.  A  pk)dding  Diligence  bringis  lis 
fooncr  to  our  Journey's  HJnd,  than  a  flutterii^  Way  of  ad- 
vancing by  Starts  and  by  Stops ;  for  'tis  Perfeverance  alone 
that  can  carry  us  thoroug|i-ftitch. 


Fab.  1 34.     apples  and  |>0|fe--t!t:tttW(^ 

UPon  a  very  great  Fall  of  Rain,  the  Current  carry^ 
away  a  huge  Heap  of  Apples^  together  with  a 
Dunghill  that  lay  in  the  Watcr-courfe,  They  float- 
ed a  good  while  together  like  Brethren  and  Compani- 
pns  ;  and  as  they  went  thus  dancing  down  in  the 
Stream,  the //(7ry^-?«rir  would  be  every  Foot  crying  out 
ftill,  Alack-a-day  !  How  IVe  Apples  fwim  ! 

1^ 1 . 

Fab.  135.    Apeac^,  an  apple,  and  a 

Xlacitberr^ 

THERE  happened  a  Controvcrfy  once  betwixt  a 
Peach  and  an  AppUj  which  was^  the  fairer  Fruit 
of  the  two.  They  were  fo  loud  in  their  Difcoorfc, 
that  a  Blackberry^  from  the  next  Hedge,  over-heard 
them.  Come  (fays  the  Blackherry)  we  are  all  Friendly 
and  pray  let's  have  no  jan^ing  among  ourfelvcs. 

The  Mo  R  A  L  of  the  two  Fables  above. 

fvery  Thing  would  be  thought  greater  in  the  fVorld  than  it  ttj 
and  the  Root  of  it  is  this^  that  it  firft  thinks  itfe^  fi. 

REFLECTION. 

^T I  S  a  Vanity  common  in  the  World,  for  eveiy  pretend-. 
ing  Coxcomb  to  make  himfelf  one  of  the  Party  ftill  with  his 
Betters.  They  cry  [^J  to  every  Thing,  and  make  the^jrAhres 
neceflary  upon  all  Occafions,  and  to  aS  Pnipofes  and  Peb|ife ; 
when  upon  the  Truth  of  the  Matter,  they  are  found  <p  te 
good  for  juft  ^nothing  at  all. 
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[Wi]Jfi>les  cry  the  Hor/e-TMrdf.  [Wc]  the  King's  Offiecn, 
cries  die  Fellow  that  carries  Guts  to  the  Bean.  [We]  cries  the 
Scvm  of  ibe  Nation  to  the  Bench,  to  the  Court,  to  the  City, 
to  the  Church,  to  Parliaments,  and  Councils.     There's  no^ 
thing  fo  great,   but  the  little  People   cry  [We]   to*t  ML" 
[Wc'U]  do  this,  and  [We'll]  do  that,  and  [We'll]  under- 
take  for  this  and  t'other.     This  is  in  a  familiar  Way,    the 
common  Style  of  the  licentious  Multitude,'  to  the  Scandal  of 
aD  honourable  Commiflions,  and  of  thofe  that  maiu^  them. 
And  thb  Humour  of  \fViing]  holds  as  vreH  in  Matters  of  Sute, 
and  of  Underflanding,  as  in  the  Point  of  Honour  and  Qua- 
lity.   Twas  [/fJ]  in  the  Perfons  of  the  Fifli-Wives  and  the 
Broom-Men.     [ff^t]  again  in  the  Relolutions  of  BiUhighttte^ 
and  Gni'Jhrut^  that  took  upon  them  to  prefcribe  in  Matters 
of  Religion  and  Government.     [We]  won't  lofe  our  Reli<r 
gpon,    was  the  Cry  of  every  ignorant  Atheift.    [We'll]  ftand 
up  for  our  Properties  was  the  Beggar's  Song  that  liv'd  upoA 
the  Alms-Basket.  And  [We]  for  our  Liberties,  cry  the  Slaves 
of  all  Times  and  Intei^ ;    nay,  and  none  £>  ftrait-Iac'd  as 
common  Cheats  upon  the  Topick  of  Confcicnce,     And  lb 
it  was  [We]  again  in  the  Name  of  the  Multitude,  that  did 
every  Thing  tlut  was  thought  worth  die  doing.     Now  if  the 
Dregs  of  the  People  will  be  opening,  and  crying  [We]  to  eve- 

Thii^ ;   the  Mobile  has  a  wide  Mouthi^    arid  there's  no 
ng  it.      But  the  ArrogarKe  of  the  Rabble  afluming  at 


jrThi 
loppir 


liis  Rate,  is  nothing  to  the  Mearmeis  of  their  Superiors, 
vhen  they  ihall  defcend  to  keep  fuch  Company  ;  ^  to  make 
Life  of  fuch  Tools  or  Engines.  Tis  not  half  fo  bad  for  the 
^ffUs  to  cry  [We]  Horfe-Twrdsy  as  it  wouM  be  for  Men  of 
kate,  and  Cabal,  to  cry  [We]  Tmhrs  and  Carr-men.  But 
Ihb  is  a  SuppoTition,  not  toenter  io  much  as  into  the  Thought 
if  any  Man  of  Scnfe  or  Honour.  This  FaWe  will  aUb  bear 
IS  edifying  and  as  pertinent  a  Moral,  in  tlic  Inverfion,  as  it 
Iocs  the  other  Way.  We  Rogues  on  the  one  Hand,  is  every 
f ot  as  Ap^baticsily  as  IFe  Princes  on  the  other. 


Fab.  1 3 6.    A  ^Ole  and  her  J)am* 

MOiber  (lays  a  Mole  to  her  Dam)  here's  aftrangefmell 
metbinks.  And  then  fhe  was  at  it  again,  tbares 
a  Mulberry-Tree  I  perceive.  And  fo  a  diird  Time,  Kvbat 
0  clattering  cf  Hammers  do  I  bear.    Dai^ter,  (ays  the 

L  4  old 


151         ^sops'  Fables. 

cdd  one,  you  have  now  quite  betray'd  yourfelf  ^  for  I 
dioi^t  you  had  wanted  only  one  Senie,  and  now  I 
find  you  want  three ;  fcx*  you  can  neither  hear,  nor 
finell,  any  more  than  you  can  fee. 

The  Moral. 

Men  lahour  under  many  IjnperfeSfims  that  mhody  w$uld  tati 
Notice  rfi  if  tbemf elves  were  not  dver-folicitoas  to  conceal* 

REFLECTION. 

BOASTERS  are  naturally  Falfifiers,  and  the  People  of  all 
others,  that  put  their  Sluuns  the  worft  together.  Their  Im- 
perfedions  would  not  be  half  fo  much  taken  Notice  of,  if  thdr 
own  Vani^  did  not  make  Proclamation  of  them  ;  as  a  blind 
Lady  that  I  knew,  was  never  well,  but  when  (he  was  difcour- 
fing  of  Colours.  *Tis  ajhange  Thingy  the  Impudence  offome 
Women  !  Was  a  Word  often  in  the  Mouth  of  a  predfe  Dame, 
who  herfelf  was  as  common  as  the  King's  H^way.  I  knew 
another  that  was  nev^  without  Limon-pill  in  her  Mouth,  to 
oorreA  an  un&voury  Vapour  of  her  own,  and  yet  would  be 
perpetually  inveighing  againft  foul  Breaths.  Now  this  Way 
of  covering  Defe£t>,  S^dals  or  Inconveniences,  is  the  on^ 
Way  of  expding  them. 


Fab.  137.    eOafpiBt,  IparttiOffCg,  and  a 

!|)U!Sbantiman^ 

A  Flight  of  fFafpSy  and  a  Covey  of  Partridges  that 
were  hard  put  to't  for  Water,  went  to  a  Farmer^ 
^d  b^g^d  a  Soup  of  him  to  quench  their  Thirit  The 
Partridges  offered  to  dig  his  Vineyard  for*t,  and  the 
Wafps  to  fecure  him  fix)m  Thieves.  Pray  hold  your 
Hand,  fays  the  good  Man ;  I  have  Oxen  and  Dogs 
that  do  me  thefe  Offices  already,  without  {landing  i»- 
on  Term5.  And  therefore  it  will  become  me  to  provide 
for  them  in  the  fiWl  Place. 


The  Moral. 

Plenty  begins  at  Home,    but  the  necejfary  Duty  tf  it  in  one 
fl^^e  does  not  difcbarge  the  Cbri/^ian  txercife  of  it  In  another. 

HEFLEC' 


mimirmm 
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REFLECTION. 

H  ARITY  is  ahuman,  as  well  as  a  chriftian  Virtue^ 
there  is  a  Place  for  it,  even  upon  Brutes,  under  the  Dutf 
'endemefs  and  good  Nature,  as  well  as  upon  Men  ;  but 
mth  a  Diftin£lion  by  Way  of  Preference,  that  it  is  to  be 
Dy'd  in  the  firft  Place  upon  thofe  that  have  the  faireft 
t  to*t :  *Tis  one  Thing,  I  muft  confefs,  to  condition  for 
kI  Office,  and  another  Thing  to  do  it  gratis ;  fo  that  the 
landman  took  the  Propofal  by  the  right  Handle  in  that 
5<St :  But  ^iis  being  provided  of  Servants  already  to  do  iiis 
k,  vTas  no  Excufe  for  his  want  of  Charity  to  relieve  his 
£ed  Neighbour. 


Fab.  1 3  8.    3!Upiter  and  a  Sctpetlt 

piter  had  Prefcnts  made  him  upon  hisfFedding- 
Dayj  greater  or  lefi,  from  all  living  Creatures.  A 
*ent  brought  him  a  Rofe  in  his  Mouth  for  an  Offer- 
The  Thing  was  acceptable  enough,  but  not  the 
[ffUer ;  for  (fays  Jupiter)  though  Gifts  are  welcome 
ne,  of  thcmfelves,  I  muft  not  yet  receive  any  from 
TTptnt, 

The  Moral. 

that  receives  a  Prefent^  contraSfs  an  OUigatim  ;  which  a 
Sm^  would  be  ajhamed  of  in  the  Caji  of  an  ill  Man  i  for  it 
9$h  towards  making  a  Friindjhip  with  them. 

REFLECTION. 

\  good  Man  would  not  willingly  lie  under  any  OUiga* 
1  to  a  Peribn  of  a  lewd  CharaAer  and  Converiation ;  for 
ide  the  Danger  he  incurs,  it  vt^ould  not  be  for  his  Credit  nei- 
r,  where  Prefcnts  are  Scandals,  and  rather  Snares  than  Be- 
its, n^b  a  kind  of  Incumbrance  upon  the  Freedom  of  a  ge- 
x)us  Mind,  to  be  in  Debt  to  an  ill  Man,  even  upon  any 
jre  whatfoever,  that  does  but  cany  the  Face  of  good  Will, 
Refped ;  for  'tis  aDebt  that  a  Man's  both  aihamM  and  wea- 
of,  'till  'tis  paid  off.     He  lives  uneafily  under  the  Burden  of 

and  confequently  it  is  the  Debt  of  all  others  that  ought 
ft  to  be  aniwered.     And  there's  no  cancelling  the  Bonds 

Honour  ^d  Juflice.    Kindneilcs  are  to  be  paid  m  j^> 
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as  well  as  Money.  That  is  to  fay,  there  muft  be  AffcAion 
in  the  Return,  as  wdl  as  Jtiftice.  Now  as  there  can  be 
no  tnie  Friendfliip  betwixt  a  good  Man  and  a  widbed  JAu, 
diere  flxnild  be  no  intercoiuie  betwixt  them  that  loofa  Ete- 
Friendfhip,  and  therefore  the  lefi  Commerce  the  better.  At 
y^ipit^j  we  fee,  would  have  nothing  to  do  ^th  die  Strpmt. 


Fab.  139.     A  SFtca  and  a  ^mt^ 

A  Fellow  finding  fomewhat  prick  him,  popt  his 
Finger  upon  the  Place,  and  it  proved  to  be  a 
Flea.  What  art  thou,  lays  he,  for  an  Animal,  to  liict 
diy  livelihood  cut  of  my  Carcais?  Why  'tis  the 
Livelihood  (iays  the  Flea)  that  Nature  has  allotted  me» 
and  my  ftinging  is  not  mortal  neither.  Well,  £iys  the 
Man,  bot  'tis  troublefbme  however :  And  now  I  hive  ' 
ye,  rU  fecure  ye  for  ever  hurtii^  me  again,  either  £t-  ^ 
tie  or  much.  | 

The  Moral.  ^ 

livct  and  let  live,  is  the  Rule  of  common  Juftice  i  houif  Petfle 
will  be  troubUfomi  on  the  one  handy  the  Ubligation  is  Jufclmr^i 
on  the  other. 

REFLECTION. 

IT  is  as  natural  for  a  Man  to  kill  a  /Zm,  as  it  is  for  a  fUa 
to  bite  a  Man.  There's  a  kind  of  Self-PrefervatioQ  on  both 
Sides,  and  without  any  Malice  on  either  Hand.  The  fUa 
cannot  live  without  Jfomri/bment^  nor  the  Man  without  Refi* 
So  that  here's  only  a  prefent  Difpatch  on  the  one  faandi  CD  " 
fxevent  a  lingring  Death  on  the  other,  (as  a  rcftlefi  Lift  is  in 
Truth  no  better.)  There  are  in  the  World  as  many  Illiiftrfr- 
tions  of  this  Fable,  as  there  are  Inftances  of  petulant,  png- 
matical,  and  impertinent  People  that  break  in  upon  Men  of 
Government  and  Bufmefs.  Diftraefiom  have  much  in  tbem  of 
flea^bitings  \  that  is  to  <ay,  they  keep  us  waking,  and  hinder 
our  Repofe.  The  Flea  thoi^  it  hard  to  fufier  Death  ifor  aa 
Importoni^ :  But  to  a  Man  that  knows  how  to  vahic  his 
Time  and  nis  Quiet,  one  Importunity  upon  the  Neck  of  an- 
other, is  the  killing  of  a  lAsk  aUvc,  aiid  ihc  very  worft  of 
Doaths. 


^tm 
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Fa  b.  140.    A  IRca  and  petCVi^^ 

rHac  was  a  Fellovr»  that  i^n  a  FJeaMiing  tsSfA 
out  to  Hirades  for  Hdp.  The  Fleit  gets  away, 
d  the  Man  csqx>ftiilates  upon  the  Matter.  We^ 
'erodes ;  (lays  he)  you  that  would  not  take  my  Part 
;ainft  a  lorry  Fleay  wiB  never  Aand  by  me  in  a  Time 
f  Need,  agati^  a  more  powerful  Enemy. 

The  Moral. 

^  mgUci  God  in  fr eater  JMbtterSy  andfetttien  him  for  Trifles^ 
9gfy  ead  uh  pet  in  hji  if  wi  eanmt  have  mir  Amng$. 

REFLECTION. 

nriS  »  ill  Habit  to  turn  Offices  and  Duties  of  Piety  into 
fatten  and  W<mb  only  of  Gourfe  J  and  to  fqmmder  away 
or  Wiflies  aend  our  Prayers  upon  paltiy  Fooleries,  when  Cbe 
peat  CoQoems  of  Life  and  Death,  Heaven  and  Hell,  lie  aU 
t  ifadce.  Who  but  a  Madman,  that  has  (b  many  iieceffiify 
nd  capital  Duties  of  ChrifBanity  to  think  of,  would  ever 
tve  nnde  a  Deliverance  firom  a  Flea-bitifig  a  part  of  his  Id- 
mff  It  makes  our  Devotions  ridiculous,  to  be  lb  uj^sdifig 
n  the  one  fide,  and  to  over-feniible  and  folidtous  on  fbe 
Rber.  Bv  diis  foolifii  and  impertinent  Way  of  our  pixiceed- 
pg  towara  the  Alm^;hty,  Men  iltde  by  little  and  little  into 
erne  fart  of  doubt,  if  not  a  direft  Did)dief  and  Gcm- 
cmpt  of  faisPower,  And  then  with  the  Commy-fettow here, 
i  we  eaniiot  obtain  every  vain  Thing  we  ask,  ^itr  next  Btf- 
mels  is  to  take  pet  at  the  Refufid,  nay,  and  %i  Revenge  10 
pre  over  pnmi^  for  good  and  all  ^ '  and  (o  to  renounce 
nexven  far  a  Flea-Uting. 


Fa  b.  14T.    A  ^n  and  ttDO  QHifirsi^ 

[*r  am  now  Cuckow  Time,  and  a  certain  mid£e-e^ 
Mnr,  diat  was  half  grey ,  halftirowB,  tooka&ncy 
b  mflny  two  Wives,  d[  an  Age  one  under  another, 
ind  liapp^  ivStt  the  Woman  dm  could  pieafe  inm  beft. 

rhey  towmiglbi^CBccf^im  toaUnannerxtf'  Fur- 

pofes. 
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GifeSj  and  ftill  as  they  were  combing  the  good  ] 
ead,  they'd  be  picking  out  here  and  there  a  U 
make  it  all  of  a  Colour.  The  matronly  Wife 
pluck*d  out  all  the  hmtm  Hairs,  and  the  younge 
fohie:  So  that  they  left  the  Man  in  the  Cmdufi 
better  than  a  iald  Buzzard  betwixt  them. 

The  Moral. 

'7/x  a  much  harder  Tbittg  t$  fleaft  tuw  JUmSy  than  tm 
Jlers ;  and  bis  a  bold  Man  that  offers  at  it. 

REFLECTION. 

MARRIAGES  are  govern'd,  rather  by  an  over-] 

Fatality,  than  by  any  Solemnity  of  Choice  and  Ju()gc 

though  'tis  a  hard  Matter  to  find  out  a  Woman,  even  ; 

fceft,  that's  of  a  juft  fcandine  for  her  Age,  Perftn,  Hoi 

and  Fortune  to  make  a  Wife  of.     ThjsFaUeprefentsui 

one  fmgle  Difparity,  that  is  of  itfelf  fufficknt,   witb 

lOonB  than  oidinaxy  Meafune  of  Virtue  and  Pnidoioe,  to, 

a  Man  miferable  and  ridiculous.     I  fpeak  of  a  DiQMri 

Yeais,  which  in  the  Moral,  takes  in  all  other  Difpropor 

The  one's  too  youngs  t'other  too  oldi   to  (hew  us  that  1 

jia^  is  out  of  Seafon  if  it  does  not  hit  the  very  CDtical  1 

betwixt  them.     'Tis  much  with  Wedlock,  as  it  is  widi  oi 

vereign  Cordials  and  Antidotes.     There  go  a  thoufind  L 

dients  to  the  nuking  of  the  G)mpofition :  But  then  if  tb 

not  tim'd,  proportion'd,  and  prepar'd  according  to  Art,' 

Clog  to  us  rather  than  a  Relief.     So  that  it  wcmld  have 

wi^l,  if  Nature  had  prefcrib'd  the  Dos  of  Woman's  Fkfi 

Ibe  has  determin'd  the  Neceffity  of  it. 


Fab.  14:.    Two  IFrOffiai  that  wanted  Watc 

UPon  the  drying  of  a  Lakc^  two  Frqgs  were  fo 
to  quit,  and  to  feek  for  Water  ^ewhere. 
they  were  upon  the  Search,  they  difcover'd  a  very  d 
Well.  Come,  (&ys  one  to  t'other)  let  us  cfcn  gp  dc 
here,  without  looking  any  further.  You  lay  wdl,  i 
her  Companion  *,  but  what  if  the  Water  Ihould  fiul 
hcce  too?  How  Iholl  we  ^  out  iiQainf   : 
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THc  Moral. 

*Tts  good  Advice  to  look  before  we  leap. 

REFLECTION. 

I A  STY  Relblutions  alt  (eldom  fortunate,  and  It  b  i 
X  of  neceilary  Prudence,    for  a  Man,  before  he  refolves 
'  thing,  to  conflder  what  may  be  the  Conlequences  of  it. 
We  are  tau^t  by  the  Providence  of  theie  FrogSy  to  oonC- 

the  End  of  Things  before  we  refolve  upon  the  Means ; 

when  the  Die  is  caft,  'tis  too  late  to  wifli  for  another 
ance.  In  our  Deliberations  what  to  do,  we  fhould  dillin- 
ih  betwixt  lawful  and  unlawful,  prudential  and  foolifh,  a 
;  prefent  Good,  and  a  G>nfequence  of  greater  Evik,  that 

be  not  betray'd  by  the  fair  Appearance  of  Things  fpeci> 
\\  Frauds  and  Fallacies,  glittering  Out-fides,  &r.  intoln- 
iveniendes  and  Mifiakes. 

When  a  Man  wants  any  thing,  let  him  look  for't  in  Time, 
1  conflder  well  before-teind  what  occafton  he  has  for't,  and 
on  what  Terms  it  is  to  be  had ;  for  there  may  be  fach  Con- 
ions  that  a  Man  would  not  comply  with,  even  for  the  fii- 
ig  or  redeeming  of  his  Life.     There  are  other  Cafes  where 
Man  muft  port  with  more  for  the  getting  of  a  Thing,  than 
It  Tiling  b  worth.     Some  again,  where  a  Body  runs  the 
cfiie  cH  aA  abfolute  Ruin,  for  the  gaining  of  a  prefent  Sup- 
f :  Wherefore  there's  no  Remedy  either  wav,  without  a 
ift  Cakuhtionof  the  Profit  or  Lofs  on  both  lides.     I  want 
[oney,  but  I  will  not  make  mvfelf  a  Slave  for't.     I  want  a 
riend  at  Court,  but  I  will  not  forfeit  the  Character  of  a  M^ 
'  Honour,  or  the  Confcience  of  a  Chriftian  and  an  honeft 
[an,  to  t>urchafe  fuch  a  Friend.     I  am  in  Prifon,  but  I  will 
yt  play  the  Knave  to  fet  myfelf  at  Liberty.     Thefe  are  all 
sodS&uy  Deliberations  upon  the  Matter  here  in  Queflioa. 
et  us  fee  how  we  {hall  get  out  again,  &ys  the  Ftog^  before 
egocv. 


^  A  B.  143.  A  SDOff  and  a  Cocfl  upon  a  Journey* 

A  Dog  and  a  Cock  took  a  Joumcy^  together.  The 
rV  Bog  kenneU'd  in  the  Body  of  a  hoUow  Tree, 
nd  the  CUk  roofted  at  N^t  upm  the  Bough$.    The 

Cock 
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Cock  crow*d  about  Midnight  (at  his  ufiial  Hour) 
brought  a  Fox  that  was  abroad  upon  the  hunt,  imme- 
diately to  the  Tree ;  and  there  he  fiood  lidpng  of  ha 
Lips  at  the  Cock^  and  wheedling  him  to  get  him  down. 
He  protefted  he  never  heard  fo  angelical  a  Voice  finoc  jj 
he  was  bom;    and  what  would  not  he  do  now,  ta 
hiig  the  Creature  that  had  given  him  ib  admiiable  a  Sc-  - 
renade!  Pray^  fays  the  Cocky  fyesk.  to  the  Porter  be- 
low to  (^)Q3  the  Door^  and  I^  come  down  toye :  The 
/tuir  did  as  he  was  direAed,  and  the  Dtg*  prcfenchr  feiz\l 
and  wonyd  him. 

The  Moral. 

The  main  Bufimfs  of  the  Pf^orld  is  nothing  tut  Jbqrpinf,  anifuP^^ 
ting  Tricks  upon  one  another  by  Turns, 

REFLECTION.  I 

'TIS  good  Difcretion,  when  a  Body  has  to  d»  with  aa  j 
Adverfary^  that  is  either  too  crafty,  or  tooftrong  ibr  1mi>  CQ  j 
turn  him  ofF  to  his  Match  ;  but  it  would  bt  a  cleverer  mk  1 
yet,  to  encounter  the  Stratagem,  and  to  defisat  one  fbadl  witk 
another,  as  the  Simplicity  of  the  Cock  here  was  too  hard  tat 
the  Wilinefs  of  the  Fox.  Experience  makes  many  a  wife  Kfaa 
of  a  Fool,  and  Security  makes  many  a  Fool  of  a  wife  Man. 
We  have  an  Infbnce  of  the  foroEuer  in  the  Cocl^9  over*i«Khijig 
the  Fcx ;  and  of  the  other,  in  the  /Sw^s  fupine  Goafidencc^ 
that  made  him  fo  intent  upon  his  Prey,  as  to  ncglcA  hjs  S^fetf. 
Now  the  Cock  J  that  upon  long  Trial  and  ObfcfvatkHi,  katw 
the  Fox  to  be  a  common  Enemy  of  all  Poultry^  1^  lUwirife 
a  Dread  and  Sufpicion  of  him  by  Inftin^t^  whicili  anfk  kin 
naturally  cautious  upon  the  very  Principle  c/  Self-peefait* 
tion.  Whereas  the  Fox^  that,  trufted  to  his  A^drab  uA 
Manage,  without  fo  much  as  dreaming  of  a  crpfs  Bite  fimA 
fo  fdly  an  Animal,  fell  himfelf  into  the  Pit  tha^  hf  tai" 
digged  for  another.  It  is  much  the  fame  Cafe  in  the  World, 
when  Providence  is  pleaa'd  to  confound  the  foiS^  tkt 
mighty,  and  the  blood-thirfty,  by  Judgments  of  Lice  and 
Frogs:  That  is  to  (ay,  bv  the  moft  defpicable  of  lBflriUMDt& 
To  put  an  End  to  this  floral,  it  is  a  wonderful  thing  how 
the  very  Force  of  Natuie  wiU  exert  idcify  in  the  mcaocft 
and  the  weakcft  of  Creatmes,  in  Cafes  of  extream  NeoiSti^ 
and  Dangpr :  As  it  made  the  Cock  hef»  tQ9hai4ftir  the  Fox, 

Fab, 
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Fab.  144.  A  'Bat, IS^amblr, and  (fToimoiant^ 

ASai,  a  Bramble^  and  a  Comwrant^  enter'd  into 
Covenants  with  Articles,  to  join  Stocks,  and 
Trade  in  Partnerfhip  together.  The  Bafs  Adventure 
was  ready  Money  that  he  took  up  at  Intereft;  the 
BrtuM^s  was  in  Qothes;  and  the  CormaraH?s  in  Bral& 
They  put  to  Sea,  and  lb  it  fell  out,  that  Ship  and  Goods 
were  both  loft  by  ftrels  of  Weather :  But  the  three 
McKbantsi  by  Providence  got  lofe  to  Land  Since 
the  time  of  this  Mifcarriag^,  the  BaS  never  ftirs  abroad 
tin  Nigbij  for  fear  of  his  CreditoiSL  The  Bramble 
lays  hdd  of  all  the  Qoaths  he  can  come  at  in  hope  to 
ligfit  upon  his  own  again :  And  the  Cormorant  is  ftill 
fauotering  by  the  Sea  Side,  to  fee  if  he  can  find  any  of 
his  Kais  caft  up. 

The  Moral. 

Yhe  hafrejfim  tf  any  mtabU  ATtsfortune  will  cimmenfyjllck  tj  m 
Man  as  Itng  as  be  lives. 

REFLECTION. 

TH ING  S  that  a  Man  has  once  fiit  his  Heart  upon,  will 
hardly  be  ever  got  out  of  his  Head,  but  every  Hint  and  Oc' 
cafion  will  be  putting  him  in  inind  of  'em  again.  HI  Habits 
are  not  eafily  cur'd.  HTis  widi  almoft  all  People  in  Cafes  of 
Flight  or  Diflradion  of  Mind,  as  it  was  with  our  Merchant 
Advocuiers  here.  The  laft  Impreffion  fticks  dofeft  to  us* 
TlMR  was  a  mifenhk  Wretch  in  Bedlam  that  had  loft  his 
WiiB  upon  the  firing  of  a  Ship  at  Sea,  and  his  Head  was  fliH 
BluuBBgiipon  Fire  and  Water;  infbnuich  that  the  very  Sight 
of  cither  of  them  would  put  him  into  an  outragious  Fury. 
Anodier  that  was  mad  for  Love,  would  be  beatii^  his  Brains 
ftspetuaHy  upon  Anagrams  and  Sonnets.  Olivn's  emht^'^ 
Jlkk  PerUTj  was  dinaiy  BiUe-mad^  and  uf^  to  the  Ears  ftill 
iuAtdarkPrsfbasjmdtbtRrudatimt.  In  the  Year  1688; 
when  libmmrigimil  CmUraSers  were  met  in  GMincil  about  (cu 
diflg  the  Government,  a  very  goodpoor  Woman  carried  her 
fildB^TruJcs  and  Boxes  to  mid^Hmtft  for  Pioceaion,  for 
faiid^MMi.    The  Houfo  WIS  filed,  andherTrmktt 

5-  went 
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^^nt  away  with  the  reft.  Upon  this  Lois  fhe  feH  idle-bead- 
edi  and  to  this  very  Dav  (he  ftands  like  the  BramUe  in  the 
FabUy  near  the  Place  ftifl  (where  the  innocent  Creature  lives) 
catching  of  People  by  the  Coats,  and  afldng  them  about  her 
Trunks  and  Boxes :  Pray^  lays  ihe,  ^ben  Jhall  I  bave  nif 
Things  again  f  My  Trunks  are  not  come  borne  yetj  &c.  The  Do* 
drine  upon  the  whole  is  no  more  than  this,  that  We  are  not 
to  fct  our  Hearts  upon  the  Things  of  this  World,  for  ail  E- 
motions  of  the  Mind  have  fomewhat  in  them  of  this  Frak ; 
and  the  only  Way  to  be  happy  and  quiet,  is  to  make  all  Con- 
tingencies indifferent  to  us. 


A 


Fab.  145.    A  Lark  in  a  Net. 

^oor  Lark  entered  into  a  miferable  Expoftuladon 
with  a  Bird-Catcher  J  that  had  taken  her  in  his 
Net,  and  was  juft  about  to  put  hef  to  Death.  Alas, 
(fays  (lie)  What  am  I  to  die  for  now?  I  amno  Thief; 
I  have  ftol*n  neither  Gold,  nor  Silver-,  but  for  making 
bold  with  one  pitiful  Grain  of  Com  am  I  now  to 
luffer. 

The  Moral. 

*37i  to  no  Purpofe  to  ftand  Reafoning^  where  the  Adverfetry  is 
both  Party  and  Jiuigc 

REFLECTION. 

'TIS  a  Folly,  lays  the  Old  Moral,  for  People  to  run  Great 
Hazards  for  fmall  Advantage.  And  wliy  may  it  not  as  wdl  le* 
fled  upon  the  Cruelty  of  taking  away  the  Life  of  a  poor  Inno- 
cent Creature  for  making  bold  with  One  miferabk  Grain  of 
Com,  when  (he  was  Hungry  ?  But  this  is  all  Forc*ds  add  la 
Truth  it  is  a  Diy  Fable  widi  Little  or  Nothing  in't. 

Or  to  Turn  it  another  Way  yet,  here's  the  Life  of  t  poor 
Creature  in  queftion,  and  the  Lari  expoftulates,  and  plea^ 
Not  Ouiltyy  but  the  Belly  had  no  Ears,  and  the  Bird^aitber 
is  ib  intent  upon  his  Intereft,  and  Appetite,  that  he  gives  M 
heed  at  all  to  the  Equitvof  the  Plea,  which  is  but  acccmlii^to 
the  Courfe  of  the  World,  when  Peopk  meafure  right  oTwiong 
bv  the  Rule  of  their  own  Profit  or  Lois.  HTis  PaffioQ  ndPar* 
tialitjr  that  Govern  in  all  tfaefe  Cafes. 

5.  Fai, 
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F  A  B.  145.     A  £0i(tt  Burying  his  Gold. 

A  Certain  Covetous j  Rich  Churl  fold  his  whole  Eftate, 
and  put  it  into  Money,  and  then  melted  down 
that  Money  again  into  one  Mafsj  which  he  buiyd  in 
the  Ground,  with  his  very  Heart  and  Soul  in  the  Pot 
for  Company.  He  gave  it  a  Vifit  every  Morning, 
which  it  feems  was  taken  Notice  of,  and  fome  Body 
that  obferv'd  him,  found  out  his  Hoard  one  Nighty 
and  carry*d  it  away.  The  next  Day  he  mife'd  it,  and 
ran  almoft  out  of  his  Wits  for  the  Lofe  of  his  Gold. 
Well,  (lays  a  Neighbour  to  hjm)  and  what's  all  this 
Rage  for  ?  Why  you  had  no  Gold  at  all,  and  fo  you 
loft  none.  You  did  but  fancy  all  this  while  that  you 
had  it,  and  you  may  e'en  as  well  fancy  again  that  you 
have  it  ftill.  'Tis  but  laying  a  Stone  where  you  laid 
your  Money,  and  fancying  that  Stone  to  be  your  Trea- 
fure,  and  there's  your  Gold  agiin.  You  did  not  ufe 
it  when  you  had  it ;  and  you  do  not  want  it  fo  long  as 
you  refolve  not  to  ufe  it. 

The  MoR  A  L. 

Bmer  no  EJlaU  at  all^  than  the  Cares  and  Fixations  that  attend 
the  PoffeJJionofity  without  the  Ufe  ofCt. 

REFLECTION. 

W  E  are  never  the  better  for  the  Poffeffion  of  any  thinf  j 
barely  for  the  Propriety  fake,  but  *tis  the  Ufe  and  Applica- 
tkm  of  It  towards  theConveniencies  of  Life,  and  the  Comforts 
of  Human  Society,  that  gives  every  Thing  its  Value.  The 
Divine  Goodnefs  we  fee  is  perpetually  at  vrork ;  Nature  keef  s 
on  in  her  Courfc,  and  the  Heavens  (hed  their  Influences  with- 
out Intermiffion ;  and  what's  the  Doftrine  now  of  this  Great 
Example,  but  that  the  Bleffings  of  Providence,  which  are  Con*- 
mon  and  DiflTufive,  ought  not  to  lie  Idle ;  and  that  whoever 
Buries  his  Talent,  cither  of  Undcrftanding,  or  of  Fortune, 
breaks  a  Sacred  Truft,  and  couzcns  thofe  that  ftand  in  need 
on*t.  But  we  have  a  fort  of  fordid  Wretches  among  us,  that 
had  rather  caft  their  Silver  and  Gold  into  the  ver}'  Mine  again 
from  whence  it  was  taken,  or  leave  it  at  the  Mercy  of  Thieves  ' 

M  anJ 
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and  Common  Hazards,  than  that  any  Man  Living  (hould  be 
the  better  for't. 


rtH 


Fab.  147.    A  Staff  with  One  Eye. 

AOne-Efd  Stag  that  was  afraid  of  the  Huncfinen  at 
land,  kept  a  Watch  that  Way  with  t'other 
Eye,  and  fed  with  his  Blind-fide  toward  an  Arm  of  the 
Sea,  where  he  thought  there  was  no  Danger.  In  this 
Prolpe£t  of  Security,  he  was  ftruck  with  ah  Arrow 
fiom  a  Boat,  and  fi>  ended  his  Days  with  tlMS  Lamen- 
tation :  Here  am  I  deftroy*d,  fays  he,  where  I  reckoned 
my  felf  to  be  fafe  on  the  one  Hand ;  and  no  Evil 
has  bcfel'n  me,  where  I  moft  dreaded  it,  on  the 
other. 

The  Moral. 

lyi  are  liaUe  to  many  unlucky^:  Jtctdents  that  no  Care  tr  Fart- 

ftgit  can  prevent  :    But  we  are  to  provide  however  the  beft  we 
can  agalnji  them^  and  leave  the  rejl  to  Providence. 

REFLECTION. 

W  E  are  many  times  Preferv'd  or  Deftroy'd,  by  thofe  Acci- 
dents or  Counfels,  that  in  all  Probability  fhouldhave  hkd  quito 
contrary  EfFc6b.  But  it  b  our  Part  yet  to  Aft  according  to 
Rcafon,  and  commit  our  fclves  to  Heaven  for  the  reft.  We 
have  our  blind  Sides  in  the  World,  as  well  as  the  Stag  had  his 
^y  the  Sea-fide,  and  we  have  our  Enemies  too,  that  are  ftill 
watching  to  make  Advantage  of  that  Weaknefs.  One  Man 
is  Traniponed  out  of  his  Reafon,  and  his  Honefty,  by  Senfual 
Pleafures:  Another  by  Money,  perhaps,  or  by  Ambition. 
Every  Man,  in  (hort,  by  Somewhat  or  other :  And  it  is  but 
ftriking  him  in  the  Right  Vein,  to  do  his  Bus'ncfs.  The  wifeft 
of  Men  have  their  Follies;  the  Juileft,  their  Iniquities;  and  the 
moft  Temperate  of  Men  have  now  and  then  by  Fits,  their  Ex- 
ceflTcs.  Achilles  himfelf  (after  all  that  his  Mother  could  do  for 
him)  was  left  Vulnerable  yet  in  the  Heel,  and  Paris^s  Arrow 
fouxid  him  Out  there.  We  are  taught  further  alfo  to  look  to 
our  felvcson  the  Blind  Side^  as  the  Part  that  lies  moft  exposed 
to  ^  Attack.  And  finally ;  I'hat  it  is  not  in  the  Power  of  Hu- 
man Wifdom  to  fecuie  us  agwft  Plots  mi  Prances  upon 

Humu) 
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Human  Frailty  :  Nay,  and  when  we  have  done  our  Beft  to 
prevent  Mifcbief,  the  very  Precaution  it  felf  ferves  many  times 
to  contribute  to  our  Ruin.  The  Stag  did  all  that  was  to  be 
done  here;  but  the  Ways  and  Workings  of  Providence  are  un* 
iearchable,  and  it  is  not  in  the  Power  of  Human  Prudence 
to  obviate  all  the  Accident  of  Humaii  Life^ 


F  A  B.  148.    A  atajj  and  a  Lpom 

A  Stag  that  was  clofe  purfu*d  by  the  Huntfinen, 
Red  for  Safety  into  a  LytnfsDen-y  and  as  he  was 
juft  expiring  under  the  Paw  of  the  Lyon :  Miferable 
Creature  that  I  am,  iays  he,  to  fly  for  Proteftion  from 
Men,  to  the  moft  Unmerciful  of  Beafh. 

The  Moral. 

There  are  harder  and  gentler  If^ays  even  cf  Ruin  it  felf  \  as  *tis 
common  we  fee  for  Men  under  a  capital  Sentence  to  petition 
even  for  the  Change  of  the  Death. 

REFLECTION. 

'TI S  a  common  Cafe  for  People  to  be  reduc'd  to  this  Mi- 
ferable Choice  ;  That  is  to  (ay,  by  what  Hand  or  Means  they'll 
rather  perifh ;  under  the  Certainty  of  an  inevitable  DeftniAion 
one  Way  or  other.  The  Ancients  have  moraliz'd  it  this  Way. 
But  it  feems  to  Me  (under  favour)  that  the  Sta^s  was  a  forced 
Put  I  and  a  Chance  rather  than  a  Choice,  he  did  not  fly  from 
the  Huntfmcn  to  the  Lyon  for  ProteSion ;  but  it  fo  fell  ouf, 
that  whik  he  fled  to  avoid  a  lefs  Danger,  he  ran  into  a  great* 
er :  We  find  this  to  be  the  Cafe  of  many  Men, as  wellas  Beails^ 
that  are  forc'd  to  fly  for  Refuge,  to  Murderers  and  Oppreflbrs, 
inftead  of  Patrons  and  Protestors. 


F  A  B.  i4p.  A  ^oat  and  a  (Uitte* 

A  Goat  that  \<ras  hard  prelsM  by  the  Huntfinen, 
took  San^jtuary  in  a  Vineyard^  and  there  he  lay 
dole,  imder  the  Cbvert  of  a  Vine.  So  foon  as  he 
thought  the  Danger  was  over,  he  fell  prefefitly  to 
Bfowzing  upon  t&  Leaves-,  and  whether  it  was  the 
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Ruflingi  or  the  Motioa  of  the  Boughs,  that  gave  the 
Huntfinen  an  Occafion  for  a  ftrifter  Search,  is  unccr- 
taia:  ButaSearch  there  was,  and  in  the  End  he  wdis 
dj£bova^d  and  fhot  He  dy'd,  in  fine,  with  this  Gm- 
inftion  upon  him»  that  his  Punijhment  was  juft,  for 
offering  Violence  to  his  Proteftor. 

The  Moral. 

In/rratitude  pervirts  all  the  Meafures  of  Riligion  and  Society  ^  hy 
making  it  dat^erous  to  he  cbaritahle  andgood-Jtatur^d^ 

REFLECTION. 

INGRATITUDE  is  abhorr'd  both  by  God  and  Mam 
and  there  is  a  certain  Vengeance  attends  thofc  that  repay  Evil 
for  Good,  and  feck  the  Ruin  of  their  Proteftors.  This  Fable 
cxpofes  the  Bafencfs  of  that  horrid  Vice,  and  It  preaches  Thank- 
fulnefs  and  Juftice.  The  Obligations  of  Hofpitality  and  Pro- 
teftfon  are  fo  facred,  that  nothing  can  abfolve  us  from  the 
Difcharge  of  tHofe  Duties.  ^Tis  true,  that  this  particular  In- 
fiance  holds  better  in  the  Morality  of  the  Application,  than  it 
does  in  the  Reafon  of  the  Thing:  For  the  Queftion  is  not 
vrhat  the  Bead  docs  in  his  Kind ;  but  what  ought  to  be  done, 
with  a  Refpeft  to  fuch  a  Benefit  received.  If  a  Man  {hould 
launch  into  the  Hiftory  and  PraAice  of  Human  Nature,  we 
fhould  find  nothing  more  common  there,  than  one  Rebellion 
fiarted  upon  the  pardoning  of  another  ;  and  the  very  Minions 
of  Princes  link'd  in  Confpiracies  againfl  their  Mafter.  But 
thofe  Things  ever  were,  and  ever  will  be,  fo  long  as  Men 
are  Men,  and  carry  their  Corruptions  about  them.  There  wiH 
be  Gw/j,  in  fine,  and  there  will  be  Vines^  to  anfwer  this  Moral, 
inSacutaSaculorum, 


F  A  B.  1 504    An  aCS,  a  Ifoit,  and  a  CoClt* 

AS  a  Cock  and  an  Afs  were  feeding  together,  up 
comes  a  Lion  open-mouth'd  toward  the  Afs:  .The 
Cock  prefendy  cries  out;  away  fcours  the  Zj^»,  and 
the  Afs  after  him :  Now  'twas  the  Crowing  of  the  CoA- 
that  frighted  the  Uon^  not  the  braying  of  the  Afs^  as 
that  ih^id  Anim4  vainly  fancy'd  n^hux^felf }  ibr  b 
1  foon 
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ftxMi  as  ever  they  were  gpcten  out  of  the  Hearing  of  the 
Cock^  the  Lion  tum'd  ihort  upon  him,  and  tore  him  to 
pieces,  with  thefc  Words  in  his  Mouth  :  Let  never 
any  Creature  hereafter  that  has  not  the  Courage  of  a 
Hare  J  provoke  a  Uon. 

The  Moral. 

The  Force  of  unaccountable  Averjims^  is  infuperabk.  The  FoJ 
that  is  wife  and  brave  only  in  his  own  Conceit^  runs  on  witb^ 
out  Fear  or  ff^tt ;  but  Noife  does  no  Bu^nefs. 

REFLECTION. 

MANY  a  bragging  Coxcomb  is  ruin'd  by  a  Miftake  of 
Fear  in  an  Enemy,  and  a  Fancy  of  Courage  in  himfelf.  Bau- 
doin  remarks  upon  the  Z/Ws  Averfion  to  the  Cock^  that  there's 
nothing  fo  great  but  it  has  its  Faih'ngs,  and  fo  makes  the  Pur- 
fuit  of  the  Lion  to  be  a  particular  Mark  of  the  Jfs's  Weaknefs, 
Miflier  will  have  the  Fear  to  be  counterfeited,  with  a  Defign 
to  furprize  the  Purfuer  j  but  this  Fable  feems  ftill  tQ  look  an- 
•  other  Way. 

It  may  appear  a  veiy  extravagant,  furprizing  Encounter, 
that  JEjop  has  exhibited  to  us  in  this  Fable.  Here's  a  Lion 
running  away  from  a  Cock^  and  an  Afs  purfuing  a  Lion:  That 
\s  to  (ay,  here  are  two  of  the  moft  unlikely  Things  in  Nature 
brought  together,  in  the  Semblance  of  Fear  in  the  one,  and  of 
Refolution  in  the  other :  But  the  Moral  is  never  the  worfe 
yet  for  the  fireming  Dilproportions  of  the  Figure;  and  the 
CharaAers  in  theFit^ion,  are  well  enough  fuited  to  the  Truth 
and  Life  of  the  Cafe.  The  Flight  of  the  lion  muft  be  im- 
puted here  to  the  natural  Averfion  he  has  to  the  crowing  of  a 
Cock.  This  is  the  Tradition ;  but  it  (hall  break  no  Squares  whe- 
ther it  be  fo  or  not :  For  the  Philofophy  holds  good  in  other 
Inibmces  no  lefs  wonderful,  whether  it  be  true  or  falfe  in 
this.  How  many  infuperable  Di£igreements  do  we  meet  with, 
in  the  Bus'nefs  of  Meats,  Drinks,  and  Medicines ;  in  Plants, 
Minerals,  and  living  Creatures  :  Now  thefc  Impulfes  are  no 
more  to  be  controll'd,  than  the  primary  and  the  unchangeable 
Powers  and  Laws  of  Nature :  And  thefe  Inftinfts,  after  all, 
are  no  more  to  be  reafon'd  upon,  than  they  are  to  be  refiflcd  ; 
and  therefore  it  is  that  we  call  them'  occult  Qualities ;  which 
it  all  one  with  faying  that  we  do  not  underftand  how  they 
work,  or  what  they  are.  Now  'tis  one  Thing  to  fubmit  to 
an  abfoluti  force,  another  thing  to  fly,   and  yield  to  a  Ke- 
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tural  Infirmty.  So  that  'tis  no  Departure  from  the  Dignidr 
of  a  IJan  to  fly,  when  Nature  drives  him :  Neither  is  it  all 
to  the  Jffs  Reputation^  to  purfue^  when  Vanity,  Folly  and 
Raihneis  tran^rt  him. 

The  Afsj  we  fee,  lies  under  many  Miftakes  here,  and  the 
more,  and  the  grofler  they  are,  the  more  fuitable  ftill  to  his 
CharaAer.  How  many  fuch^i^i  arc  there  in  the  World,  that 
huflF,  look  big,  ftare,  drefs,  cock,  fwagger,  at  the  fame 
noify,  bluffring  Rate,  and  nothing  more  familiar  than  for 
a  whifflti^  Fop,  that  has  not  fo  much  as  one  Grain  of  the 
Senfe,  or  Soul  of  a  Man  of  Honour  in  him,  to  play  the  Part 
of  a  Hero,  Nay,  there  are  Fanfarms  in  the  Trials  of  Wit  too, 
as  well  as  in  Feats  of  Arms,  and  none  fo  forward  to  engage  in 
Argument,  or  Difcourfe,  as  thofe  that  are  leafl  able  to  go 
through  with  it.  In  one  Word  for  all,  the  whole  Race 
of  bawling,  fluttering  Noddies,  by  what  Name  or  Title  fo- 
ever  digpify'd  or  di|linguifh'd,  are  a  Kin  to  the  Afi  in  this 
Fable, 


Fab.  1 5 1.     A  ©atHineC  and  his  2DO0^ 

AGardiner^s  Dog  dropt  into  a  Well,  and  his  Mafter 
let  himfelf  down  to  help  him  out  again.  He 
reached  forth  his  Hand  to  take  hold  of  the  Dog^  and 
the  Cur  fnapt  him  by  the  Fingers :  For  he  thcH^t  it 
was  only  to  duck  him  deeper.  The  Mafter  went  his 
Way  upon't,  and  e-en  left  him  as  he  found  him.  Nay 
(fays  he)  I'm  well  enough  ferv'd,  to  take  fo  much  Pains 
for  the  Saving  of  One  that  is  refolv^d  to  make  away 
himfelf. 

The  Moral. 

Obligations  and  Benefits  are  cajl  away  upon  two  Sorts  of  Peopk\ 
thofe  that  do  not  underjland  them^  and  thofe  that  are  notfnf" 
hie  of  them. 

REFLECTION. 

TH  E  R  E's  no  fattening  an  Obligation  upon  thofe  that  have 
neither  Juftice,  Gratitude,  nor  good  Faith ;  and  it  is  the  fame 
Cafe,  in  ESe^,  with  thofe  that  do  not  underftand  when  they 

are 
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well  usM :  From  whence  wc  may  infer  this  Dodrine,  that 
ols  and  Knaves  are  not  Company  for  honeft  Men.  The 
irfe  and  violent  Part  of  the  conmion  Peof^  have  much 
them  of  this  Cur's  Humour.  Tliey  plunge  thcmfelves  into 
fliculties  by  miflaking  their  Way,  and  then  fly  in  the  Faice 
thofe  that  would  fet  thorn  right  ag^n.  In  this  OppoHtjon 
Duty  and  Difcretion,  they  purfue  their  Errors,  'till  M^  the 
I,  they  are  left  to  the  Fate  of  their  own  Madnefi  and  FjoOy  ; 
I  confequently  perifh  without  any  Hope,  or  Means  of  Pity 
Redrefs.  The  GanTner  would  have  fev'd  his  Deg  from 
wning^  and  the  Cur  bit  his  Mqfter  by  the  Fingers  for  his 
ns. 


Fab.  152.  A  &0U)  and  a  £)Off^ 

"^  HERE  pafs'd  Ibme  hard  Words  betwixt  a  Stnv 
and  a  Dog^  and  the  Sow  fwore  by  Venus ^  that  (he'd 
r  his  Guts  out,  if  he  did  not  mend  his  Manners. 
\  lays  the  Dog^  you  do  well  to  call  upon  her  for  your 
tronels,  that  will  not  fo  much  as  endure  any  Creature 
)ut  her  that  eats  Swine^s  FUfh.  Well  (layfe  the  Sow) 
1  that's  a  Token  of  her  Love,  to  hate  any  Thing 
t  hurts  me ;  but  for  Do^s  Flejh^  'tis  good  neither 
ad,  nor  living. 

The   Mo  R  AL. 

/r/  the  Matter  in  Controverfy  will  not  bear  an  Argument^  *iii 
1  Turn  of  Art  to  bring  it  off  with  a  Paradox. 

REFLECTION. 

TI S  an  ordinary  Thing  for  People  to  boaft  of  an  Intercft 
;re  they  have  none ;  and  then  when  they  are  dele£led,  'tis 
:roak  of  Art  to  divert  the  Reproach,  by  improving  a  fpite- 
Word,  or  Thing,  to  a  Body's  own  Advantage.  This  Way 
dialogue,  is  a  kind  of  Ttck-Tack  ;  where  the  One's  3us'nefs 
)  keep  from  making  a  Blot,  and  the  Other's  to  hit  it  when 
made.  It  is  a  happy  Prefence  of  Mind,  to  anticipate  an- 
rr  Man's  Thought,  by  confidering  well  before-hand  what 
iftniAion  or  Aliufion  his  own  Words  will  bear ;  for  other- 
e,  the  Caftingout  an  inoonfiderate  Hint,  is  but  the  Setting 
1  Trap  to  catch  himfelf.     As  the  §nJ%  appealing  to  Vcnut 
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here,  was  as  gocxl  an  Anfwer  thrown  into  the  very  Mouth  of 
the  Dog^  which  Ihe  might  eafily  have  forefeen  would  be  tum'4 
back  upon  her  in  the  Bitternefs  of  a  Reproach :  For  the  Reply 
by  fo  Open,  the  Other  could  not  well  mifs  it :  But  when  all  is 
done,  both  Parties  are  to  keep  themfelvcs  upon  their  Guard ; 
or  if  either  of  'em  has  ovcrihot  himfelf,  it  is  fome  fort  of  Re- 
putation ftill,  to  make  the  beft  of  a  M  Game  ;  as  the  Sou) 
tum'd  off  the  Scandal  hei^  with  a  Jeft. 


I 


Fab.  153.     A.g)OtD  and  a  TftCft^ 

A  Saw  and  a  Biub  had  a  Dilpute  once,  which  was 
the  Fruitfuller  of  the  Two.  The  Sow  yielded  it 
at  laft  to  the  Bit€b  i  but  you  are  to  take  Notice  at  the 
fame  time,  fays  fhe,  that  your  Puppies  are  All  Blind 

The  M  o'^R  A  L . 

The  ^fftion  among  all  Sorts  of  Competitors  is  not  who  does  the  rmji 
hit  who  dees  hejt.  , 

REFLECTION. 

WE  are  not  to  put  an  Eftlmate  uponThing?  by  the  Quan* 
tity,  or  the  Number  of  them,  but  by  their  Quality  and  Vir- 
tue :  Taking  for  granted,  that  /Efop^s  Bitch  was  fruitfulkr 
than  our  Sows.  See  the  Moral  oi  J  Lyonefs  and  a  Fox% 
Fab,  283. 


F  A  B.  1 54.    A  a)uake  and  a  Crab* 

THere  was  a  Familiarity  contrafted  betwixt  a  Snaki 
and  a  Crab.  The  Crab  was  a  plain  dealing  Crea- 
ture, that  adviled  his  Cbmpanion  to  give  over  ihufHing 
and  doubling,  and  to  praftice  Good  Faith.  The  Snake 
went  on  in  his  old  Way  :  So  that  the  Crab  finding  that 
he  would  not  mend  his  Manners,  fet  upon  him  in  his 
Sleep,,  and  ftrangled  him  -,  and  then  looking  upon  him 
as  he  lay  Dead  at  his  Length :  This  had  never  bcfidkn 
ye,  fays  he,  if  you  had  but  liv*d  as  ftra^t  as  you 
dy'd. 

The 
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^  The  Mo  R  A  L. 

"/j  not  hi  fig  more  agreeable  in  Cmverfation^    than  s  frmdt^ 
^>en  way  of  dealings  and  ajtmplicity  of  Manners. 

REFLECTION. 

7OOD  Counfcl  is  loft  upon  an  habitual  Hardrtefi  of  iD 
ure :  And  in  that  Cafe  it  muft  be  a  Diamond  that  cats 
iamond  ;  for  one  Fraud  is  bcft  undermined  and  diiaqspoint* 
y  another.  This  Fable  is  a  Figure  upon  a  Figifre,  in 
ng  the  Straithefs  of  the  Body  of  the  Snake  after  he 
i,  to  the  Crookednefs  of  his  Manners  when  be  was  Inrin^ 
:  the  Licenfe  oi  Mythology  will  bear  out  the  Hardne&of  Ae 
iifion. 


I  E.  1 55.  A  g)Ijep()CrlI  and  a  WQltSi  OHIjtlp* 

i  Shepherd  took  a  (ucking  "Whelp  of  a  Wolf^  and 
L  trained  it  up  with  his  Dogs.  This  JVbdp  fed 
h  *em,  grew  up  with  'cm,  and  whenfoever  ducy 
nt  out  upon  the  Chace  of  a  Wolf  the  Whelp  vnsA^ht 
t  to  make  one.  It  fell  out  ibmetimes  that  the  IPkjf 
ip'd,  and  the  Dogs  were  forced  to  go  Home  aguo : 
t  tWs  Domeftick  Wolf  would  be  ftill  hunting  on,  "dH 
came  up  to  his  Brethren^  where  he  took  part  of  die 
zy  with  them  •,  and  fo  back  agam  to  his  Mailer.  It 
ppen*d  now  and  then,  that  the  Wolves  abroad 
ixzf  quiet  for  a  Fit,  that  this  Whelp  of  a  Wo^' 
c*d  to  make  bold  ever  and  anon  with  a  Sheep  ia  pri* 
:e  by  the  Bye ;  but  in  the  G)nduIion,  the  Sbtptani 
Tie  to  find  out  the  Roguery,  and  hang'd  him  up  for 
;  Pains. 

The  Moral. 

Ife  Aden- are  no  more  to  be  reclaimed  than  Wolves^  and  the  Li- 
ven  of  the  Predeceffirs  foures  the  Bloody  in  the  very  Veins  tf 
the  vmle  Family, 


RE. 
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REFLECTION. 

ILL  Difpofttions  maybe  fupprds'd,  or  diflemblcd,  for  i 
while,  but  Nature  is  very  hardly  to  be  alter'd,  eiilier  by 
Counfel,  or  by  Education.  It  may  do  well  enough,  for  Cu- 
riofity  and  Experiment,  to  try  how  far  ill-natur'd  Men  and 
other  Creatures,  may  be  wrou^  upon  by  fair  Ufage,  and 
good  Breeding;  but  the  Inclination  and  Cruelty  of  the 
Dam  will  never  out  of  the  fUnlp.  It  may  fufpend  perad* 
venture,  or  intermit,  for  want  of  OccaAon  to  (hew  itfelf : 
But  Nature  is  like  Mtrcury^  there's  no  killing  it  quite.  Tbe 
^^in  the  Houfe  has  a  Kindnefs  ftill  for  the  fVohes  in  ibcfTrndsy 
4nd  continues  in  the  Intereft  of  the  fame  conunon  Enemy. 
Cat  will  to  Kind  J  as  they  fay,  and  wicked  Men  will  be  true  to 
their  Principles,  how  falfe  foevcr  to  their  Mailers. 

We  may  read  in  the  Moral  of  this  Fable,  die  common 
Praftice  of  the  World,  and  a  Do^lrine  that  we  find  every  Day 
verified,  as  well  in  Men,  as  in  Beafls ;  for  there  are  ff^o^- 
If^elps  in  Palaces  J  and  Governments^  as  well  as  in  Ccttqges^  and 
Fore/is,  Do  we  not  find  in  Hi(h)ry  and  Experience,  Inilaiices 
in  abundance,  even  pf  publick  Minifters  themlelves,  that  tbff 
taken  up  out  of  the  very  Herds  of  the  common  Enemy  ;  ad- 
mitted into  fpecial  Trufl ;  fed  by  the  Hand,  and  treated  with 
the  Grace  and  CharaAer  of  particular  Favourites,  have  tbeir 
Hearts  in  the  TVbods^  yet  all  this  while  among  their  Fellows  ?  So 
that  there's  no  reclaiming  of  them.  They  go  out,  however,  as 
there  is  Occafion,  and  hunt  and  growle  for  Company ;  but  at 
the  fame  time,  they  give  the  Sign  out  of  their  Mailer's  Hand, 
hold  Intelligence  with  the  Enemy ;  and  make  Ufe  of  their  Pow- 
er and  Credit  to  worry  honefter  Men  than  themfelves.  It  wants 
nothing  after  this,  but  that  they  may  live  to  have  their  Due; 
and  with  the  Dog  here  in  the  Fable,  go  to  Heaven  in  a  Strii^ 
according  to  the  xrue  Intent  of  the  All^ry. 


Fab.  155.     A  Lion,  iror,  and  a  WitAU 

THE  King  of  Beafls  was  now  grown  old,  and 
fickly,  and  all  his  Subjcdh  of  the  Fpreft,  ((a- 
\'iRg  only  the  Fox)  were  to  piy  their  Thities  to  him. 
The  IVolf  and  the  Fox^  like  a  Couple  of  fly  Knaves, 
were  ftill  putting  Tricks  one  upon  another,   and  the 
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Volf  took  diis  Occafion  to  do  the  Fox  a  good  Office : 
[  can  afliire  your  Majefty,  lays  the  IVolf^  that  *tis  no- 
hmg  but  Pride  and  Infolence  that  keeps  the  Fox  from 
hewing  himfelf  at  Court  as  well  as  his  Companions. 
Mow  the  Fox  had  the  good  Luck  to  be  within  Hear- 
ng,  and  fo  prefented  himlelf  before  the  Uon^  and 
inding  him  extreamly  enrag'd,  b^  his  Majefty's  Fa- 
ience, and  a  litde  Time  only  for  his  Defence.  Sir 
lays  he)  I  muft  preliime  to  value  myfclf  upon  my 
Jldpcdt  and  Loyalty  to  your  Majefly,  equal  at  leil 
o  any  of  your  other  Subjedts ;  and  I  will  be  bold  to 
ay,  that  put  them  all  together,  they  have  not  taken 
lalf  the  Pains  for  your  Majefty's  Service  now  upon  this 
^ery  Occafion,  that  I  have  done.  I  have  been  hunting 
ip  and  down  far  and  near,  fince  your  unhappy  IndiA 
x>iidon,  to  find  out  a  Remedy  for  ye,  which  with 
nuch  ado  I  have  now  compals'd  at  lafl,  and  it  is  that 
Wfhich  I  promis'd  my  fclf  will  prove  an  infallible  Cure. 
TcU  me  invnpdi^tely  (fays  the  Lion)  what  it  is  tlien  2 
Nothii^  in  tjie  World,  feys  tjie  Fox^  but  to  flay  a  fTo^ 
alive,  and  wrap  your  Body  up  in  the  warm  Skin.  The 
IFolfws^  by  all  this  while  -,  and  the  Fox  in  afnearing 
way  adviKbd  him  for  the  future,  not  to  irritate  a  Prince 
agaunll  his  Subjeds,  but  rather  to  fweeten  him  with 
Peaceable  and  Healing  Councels. 

The  Moral. 

rfc  Bufnefs  of  a  Pickthank  is  the  hafeft  of  Offices^  hut  yet 
diverting  enough  fometimcSj  when  one  Rafcal  happens  t§  be 
encountered  with  another. 

REFLECTION. 

THERE'S  nothing  more  common  in  the  World  than 
icfc  JVolfiJb  Back-Friends^  in  all  our  Pretenfions ;  whether  it 
5  in  Law,  in  Government,  or  in  a  Hundred  other  forts  of 
Jlaim  and  Competition;  efpecially  for  the  running  down  of  91 
fan  that's  declining  in  his  Credit  already.  Calumny. i^  bafe 
\  beft;  though  plea£mt  enough  fometimes,  whcfe^f^Is  lO^ut, 
lat  one  Raf<^  is  countermining  another.  But  let-^  4Re« 
nooch  be  never  fo  true,  it  can  hardly  be  honcft,  wl^  the 
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Office  is  done  in  Hugger-Mugger ;  and  whete  the  Intention  ii 
not  guided  by  a  Confcience  of  the  Duly.  It  is  a  way  to  con- 
found the  Good  and  the  Bad,  where  Knaves  have  Credit  e- 
nough  to  be  bcliev'd,  to  the  Wrong  of  honeft  Men,  and  the 
Innocent  left  without  means  of  Defence. 

He  that  would  live  clear  of  the  Envy  and  Hatred  of  potent 
Calumniators;  muft  lay  his  Finger  upon  his  Mouthy  and 
keep  his  Hand  out  of  the  Ink-Pot;  for  to  do  a  good  Odke 
upon  the  Point  of  Opinion,  Intelligence,  Brains,  or  Con- 
fcience, where  this  ffihijh  Humour  prevails,  is  little  better 
than  a  Scandalum  Magnaium^  or  a  Libel  upon  his  Superiors : 
But  where  it  happens  that  there's  a  Fox  and  a  W§lf  in  the 
Cafe ;  and  one  Sharper  to  encounter  another,  the  Scene  is 
diverting  enough. 


F  A  B.  1 57.  A  OLlife  and  a  Djunlten  |[)U$!iaNtl« 

A  Woman  that  lay  under  the  Mortification  of  a 
Fuddling  Husband^  took  him  once  when  he  vas 
dead  drunk ;  and  had  his  Body  laid  in  a  Chamel-Hooie. 
By  the  time  flie  thoi^t  he  might  be  come  to  himlelf 
again,  away  goes  fhe,  and  knoks  at  the  Door.  Whrt 
there?  (lays  the  ^oper)  One,  fays  the  Woman,  that 
brings  Meat  for  the  Dead.  Friend,  (ays  he,  brii^  flic 
Drink  rather,  I  wonder  any  Body  that  knows  mc, 
Ihould  bring  me  one  without  t'other.  Nay  then,  fitys 
fhe,  the  Humour  I  perceiue  has  taken  Pofleflion  of 
him  \  he  has  gotten  a  Habit,  and  his  Cafe  is  defperatc 

The  MoR  AL. 

Inveterate  ill  Habits  become  another  Nature  to  «y,  and  we  tuoj 
almoji  as  well  be  taken  to  PieceSy  and  new  put  iogetber  agsiity 
as  mended. 

REFLECTION. 

THE  Intent  of  this  Fable  is  to  work  a  Refbrmadon of 
Manners,  by  fhewing  that  evil  Habits  are  very  hard  tok 
cur*d ;  for  they  take  Root  by  Degrees,  *till  they  cxune  in  tlfi 
End  to  be  paft  both  Remedy  and  Shame.  Habitual  Debaach^ 
make  Excefs  of  Drink  as  neceflary  to  a  Man  as  oommon  Ai^ 
efpecially  whcA  bis  Mind  comes  to  be  wholly  takiea  up  vi^ 
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Contemplation  of  his  Vice.  There  are  thok  that  can 
xr  fleep  without  their  Load,  nor  enjoy  one  eaiie  Thought, 
1  they  have  laid  all  their  Cares  to  r^  with  a  Bottle.  'Tis 
icfa  the  fame  Thing  with  other  Senfual  Pleafures,  where 
UAs  Bodies  and  Minds  are  given  up  to  the  Entertainment 
them.  But  the  Extravagance  is  never  fo  defperate,  as 
len  the  Underfianding  is  taken  up  with  the  Study  and  Me- 
ation  of  thofe  Pleafures,  which  the  Body  is  no  longer  in 
edition  to  pra&ife,  and  that^s  the  moft  deplorate,  hope- 
s,  and  incurable  State  of  an  evil  Difpofition ;  when  Drink 
on  Drink  is  made  ufe  of  for  a  Remedy. 


F  A  B.  1 58.    A  @)toan  and  a  ®oofe«   ' 

rH£  Mafler  of  a  Houfe  brought  up  a  Swan  and  a 
Goofi  both  together  •,  the  one  for  his  Ear,  the 
her  for  his  Belly.  He  gave  Orders  for  the  Gocfe  to 
I  taken  up  and  drels*d  for  Dinner.  But  the  Place  was 
dark,  that  the  Cook  took  one  for  t'other.  This 
liftake  had  coft  the  Swan  her  Life,  if  (he  had  not 
ing  in  that  very  Inftant,  and  dilcover'd  herfelf;  by 
hich  Means  (he  both  lav'd  her  Life  and  exprefs'd  her 
Tature. 

The  MoR  AL. 

}Mgn  cannot  be  too  careful  of  what  be  doeSy  where  the  Life  of 
any  Creature  is  in  ^e/iion. 

REFLECTION. 

THERE'S  a  Providence  attends  Innocency  and  Virtue, 
he  Power  of  Mufick  apart.  'Tis  a  Rule  that  goes  a  great 
^y  in  the  Government  of  a  Sober  Man's  Life,  not  to  put 
ny  thing  to  Hazard  that  may  be  fccur'd  by  Induftry,  Con- 
idcration,  or  Circumfpedion.  And  this  Caution  reaches 
0  a  Thoufand  C^es  in  the  Ordinary  Courie  of  Life.  Men 
bould  Look  before  they  Leap  \  Deliberate  before  they  refolve  ; 

Z,  weigh,  examine,  and  bethink  themfelves  well  of  the 
Ltter  before  they  execute.  We  fall  into  feme  Inconve- 
liences  of -pure  Lazinefs,  and  for  want  of  taking  Pains  to 
nform  ourfelves  better :  Into  others,  out  of  Rafhnefs :  By 
bing  Things  ia  a  Huriy,  and  Hand  oivir  Head  at  a  Venture. 

Now 
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Now  there's  no  Excufe  for  a  Blunder  upon  any  of  thde  To^ 
picks,  where  there  Mras  both  Time  and  Means  to  prevent  it. 
What  are  we  the  better  for  the  Faculty  of  Reafon,  without 
theExercife  of  it  ?  If  the  Cook  would  but  have  been  at  the 
Trouble  of  carrying  a  Candle  with  him,  he  would  have  been 
in  no  Danger  of  taking  a  Swan  for  a  Goo/e. 


Fas.!  55*.  The  maflfifinff  of  a  TSlticimfti^ 

A  Man  gave  Money  for  a  Blackj  upon  an  Opim'oa 
that  his  Swarthy  Colour  was  rather  Sluttcry  than 
Nature ;  and  the  Fault  of  his  laft  Matter  in  a  Great 
Meafiire,  that  he  kept  him  no  Qeaner :  He  took  him 
Home  with  him,  and  try'd  all  manner  of  Wafhes  tof 
bring  him  to  a  better  Complexion ;  but  there  was  no 
Good  to  be  done  upon  him ;  befides^  that  the  vary 
Tampering  caft  him  into  a  Difeafe. 


F  A  B.  1 5o.    A  Eaften  and  a  suiam 

A  Raven  had  a  great  Mind  to  be  as  fmte  as  a 
Swan^  and  fancy 'd  to  himlelf  dut  the  Swanks  Beau- 
ty proceeded  in  a  high  Degree,  from  his  often  fFa/bing 
and  Dyet.  The  Raven^  upon  this,  quitted  his  former 
Courfc  of  Life  and  Foixl,  and  betook  hirftfelf  to  thfc 
Lakes  and  Rivers :  But  as  the  Water  did  him  no  good 
at  all  for  his  Complexion,  ib  the  Experiment  Coft  him 
his  Life  too  for  want  of  Sdlenance. 

The  Mo R  A  L  of  the-two  Fables  above. 

Natural  hcUnations  may  be  Moulded  and  Wrought  upon  hf  GW 
Councel  and  Difcipline ;  but  there  are  certain  Specijtd  Prn' 
perties  and  ImpreJIionSy  that  are  never  to  be  Jher^d  er  Dt- 

faed.  • 

REFLECTION. 

'TIS  a  Vain  Thing  to  Atteihpt  the  Forcing  oifNatufe: 

For  JVhafs  Bred  in  the  Bme  will  never  9ut  ef  tie  Fl^  :  Airf 

4  thifi 
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there  can  be  no  Thought  of  Altering  the  Qualities,  the  Co- 
bur,  or  the  Condition  of  Life,  that  Providence  has  Allotted  us. 
'Tis  Labour  in  Vain^  to  all  manner  of  Purpofes  to  Endea-i 
(Tour  the  Mending  of  any  of  the  Works  of  Nature ;  for  fhe 
never  did  Any  thing  Amils.  And  then  'tis  as  great  a  Mad- 
lefs  to  Attempt  any  Alteration  upon  them,  becaufe  K^t 
Nature  doesj  God  does ;  whofe  Decrees  are  unchangeable,  and 
ill  his  Works  are  Perfeftion  in  the  Kind ;  but  next  to  the 
Force  of  Natural  Impreffions,  we  may  reckon  That  of  Cu- 
[loiiis  and  Habits. 


F A  B.  i($i.    A  S)U)anofD  and  a  €roU)^ 

UPon  a  Diipute  betwixt  a  Swallow  and  a  Crau,\ 
which  was  the  greater  Beauty  of  the  Two: 
Yours,  lays  the  Crow^  is  only  a  Spring-Beauty,  but 
mine  lafts  all  the  Year  round. 

The  Moral. 

Of  two  Things  Htnally  Goody  thafs  the  Beft  that  lajis  kngeji. 

REFLECTION. 

THE  Greateft  of  Temporal  Bleffings,  are  Health,  and 
Long  Life,  and  the  moft  Durable  of  Good  Things  muft  Con- 
fcquoitly  be  the  Beft.  The  Queftion  here  betwixt  the  Crow 
and  the  Swallow^  has  fomewhat  in  it  of  the  Cafe  betwixt 
Virtue  and  Senfual  Pleafures,  as  (for  the  Purpofe}  of  Youth, 
Wine,  Women,  and  all  other  Entertainments  whatfoever, 
tbt  may  ferve  to  Gratify  a  Carnal  Appetite.  Here's  Tem- 
porary Opposed  to  Eternal :  Joys  that  (hall  endure  for  Ever, 
Frefli,  and  in  Vigour;  to  latisniflions  that  are  attended  with 
Safety  and  Surfeits,  and  flatten  in  the  very  Tafting. 


Fab.  162.    A  Nightingale  and  aOBat^ 

AS  a  Nightingale  was  finging  in  a  Cagp  at  a  Win- 
dow, up  comes  a  Bat  to  her,  and  a(ks  her  why 
^  did  not  fing  in  the  Day,  as  well  as  in  the  Night. 
Why  (lays  the  Nightingale)  I  was  catch'd  Singing  in  the 

Day 


lj6 
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Diy,  and  fo  I  took  it  for  a  Warning :  You  fhould 
thoa^t  of  this  then,    fays  T'other,   bcftwe  you 
Taken;  for  as  the  CsSt  Hands  now,  Y*are  in  no 
gcr  to  be  Snapt  Sin^ng  again. 

The  Moral. 

^  wrmg  Siffonfor  the  doing  of  a  Thingy  is  worfe  than  no 

REFLECTION. 

THERE'S  no  recalling  of  what's  gone  and  paft;  fc 
After-Wit  comes  too  late  when  the  Mifchief  is  done^ 
is  to  iay,  it  comes  too  late  for  that  Bout.  But  it  is  not  a 
howerer,  for  a  Man  that  has  gone  aftray,  to  call  to  ] 
where  he  went  out  cf  his  Way,  and  to  look  back  Stu 
Snap  into  all  his  Mifcarriages  and  Miftakes.  The  GL 
Life  is  behind  us,  and  we  muft  look  into  what's  paft, 
would  take  a  View  of  what's  to  come.  A  Fault  comm 
or  a  Misfortune  incurr'd,  cannot  be  recall'd  'tis  true ;  bi 
the  Meditating  upon  one  falfe  Step  may  help  to  prevci 
nothcr.  Wherefore  'tis  good,  upon  the  Point  of  con 
Pmdence,  to  be  thoughtful,  provided  we  be  not  more 
licitous  tlian  the  Thing  is  worth,  and  that  we  make  a 
Ufe  of  thofc  Rcflcftions ;  that  is  to  fay,  an  Ufe  of  R< 
tance,  where  we  did  morally  amif^;  an  Ufe  of  refti 
our  Judgments,  where  we  did  foolifhly ;  and  an  ufe  of  C 
on  in  both  Cafes,  never  to  do  tiic  fame  Thing  over  a 
This  is  no  more  than  what  in  Confcience,  Equitjf 
Reaibn  we  are  bound  to  do.  But  we  muft  have  a  cai 
thb  while,  not  to  run  into  falfe  Confequcnces  for  wa 
laying  Things  and  Things  together,  and  to  fham  Fal 
upon  the  World  for  Current  Reafon,  as  the  Nightifiggh 
taken  finging  in  the  Day  when  ftie  was  at  Liberty. 
what's  this  to  her  Refolution  of  figning  only  in  the  h 
now  ftie*s  in  the  Cage  ? 


Fa  b.  163'.     A  a?0P  and  €otWC0^ 

SOmc  People  were  roafting  of  Ccckks^  and  they  h 
in  the  Fire.  Well  (Jays  a  blockhcaded  Boy)  t 
are  viJlanous  Creatures  fure,  to  fing  when  their  He 
arc  a-fire  over  their  Heads. 


lAttMMi 
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The  Moil  AL. 

Nothing  can  be  well  that's  out  of  Seajirii 

REFLECTION. 

TH  ERE's  a  Time  for  Jcft,  ahd  a  Time  for  Earndt,  an  J 
:  is  a  dangerous  MiihJcb,  not  to  diftinguiih  the  one  from 
he  other.  The  Foot^s  Conceit  here,  had  both  Clownery^ 
nd  ill  Nature  in^t,  for  there's  dothing  inore  bltital  or  bar- 
?Fous,  than  the  ftuhiour  of  infulting  over  the  mifcrable ;  no- 
bing  more  contrary  fo  Humanity,  sUid  common  Senfe,  than 
his  fcandalous  Way  of  grinning  and  jeering  out  of  Seafoft. 
tut  a  Childifh  Conceit  does  well  enough  out  of  the  MoUth  of 
Foolilh  Boy ;  for  it  is  but  congruous,  that  filly  People  (hould 
e  pleas'd  with  filly  Words  and  Things. 


i^k 


Fab.  i64»  Two  CraDetleciS  and  a "Baff  of 

A  S  two  Travellers  were^upon  the  Way  tdgefher^ 
l\.  one  of  *eni  ftoops,  and  takes  up  ibmething. 
jOdk  ye  here  (&ys  he)  I  have  found  a  Bag  of  Money : 
fe,  £iys  t*otherj  When  two  Friends  are  together, 
fou  muft  not  lay  [/]  have  found  itj  but  [/f>^  have 
mid  ii.  The  Word  was  no  fooner  out,  but  unme- 
liatcly  comes  a  Hue  and  Cry  after  a  Gang  of  Thieves 
hat  had  taken  a  Purfe  upon  the  Road.  Lord !  Bro- 
hcr  (fiiys  he  that  had  the  Bag)  We  Ihall  be  utterly 
indonc  Oh  Phy,  lays  t'other^  You  muft  not  fay 
'WefiuM  be  undone^  but  [/]  fhall  be  undone  \  for  if  Pm 
x>  Inve  no  Part  in  the  Finding,  i'urc  Til  never  go 
Halves  in  the  Hanging. 

The  MoR  A  L. 

^tythat  will  enter  into  Leaguei  and  Partnerjhipt  muft  take  the 
Good  and  the  Bady  one  with  another, 

REFLECTION. 

THE  DoArine  of  this  Fable,  is  according  to  Reafon,  and 
Nature,     People  that  are  not  allow'd  to  be  Sharers  with  their 

N  Cgmpanions 
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Compariions  in  good  Fortune,  will  hardly  ever  agree  to  be 
Sharers  in  bad.  An  open,  and  an  honcft  Candor  of  Mind 
carries  a  Body  fafc  and  dry  through  all  Ways  and  Weathers  : 
Whereas  in  (hiftir.g  and  (nufHing  a  Man  puts  himfelf  ofF  his 
Guard  ;  and  the  fame  Rule  that  ferves  him  at  one  time,  will 
not  fcrve  ijim  at  another ;  Men  are  willing  enough  to  have 
Partners  in  Lofs,  but  not  in  Profit;  and  'tis  not  the  Traveller 
alone  that  cries  [I]  have  found  a  PurfeofGcld^  and  then  change 
his  Note  upon  Hue  and  Cry^  and  fays  [ffV\Jhallbe  ban^dfir^t  \ 
but  'tis  the  Courfe  of  all  People  of  Intrigue^  to  give  every  thing 
two  Faces,  and  to  deal  with  the  World,  as  the  Spark  did  with 
tlie  Oracle.  Tlic  Bird  (hail  be  dead  or  living,  which  himielf 
plea  fes. 

To  improve  the  Moral  yet  a  little  farther,  we  have  a  thou- 
fand  Difappointments  in  the  ordinary  Courfe  of  Life,  to  an- 
fwcr  this  in  the  Fable.  Many  a  Man  finds  this  Purie  of  Gold 
in  a  Miilrefs,  in  a  Bi»ttle,  in  an  Office,  and  in  all  other  tht 
vain  Satisfadlions  of  this  World  :  And  what's  the  Endon'tat 
lail,  but  when  he  has  compafs'd  his  Longing,  gratify'd  his 
Appetite,  or,  as  he  fancies,  made  his  Fortune  perhaps :  He 
grows  prcfcntly  fick  of  his  Purchafe  ;  his  Confcience  is  the  Ua 
and  Cry  that  purfues  him,  and  when  he  reckons  upon  it  tint 
he  has  gotten  a  Booty y  he  has  only  caught  a  Tartar  ?  The  B^H 
of  Monty  burnt  the  poor  Fellow's  Fingers  in  the  very  taking 
of  it  up. 


Fab.  1 5 j.     Two  Neighbour- JrrOff!5f* 

THere  were  Two  Neighbour- Fr(^s  %  one  of  them 
liv'd  in  a  Pond,  and  the  other  in  the  Hi^way 
hard-by.  The  Pond-Frog  finding  the  Water  begin  to 
fail  upon  the  Road,  would  fiiih  have  gotten  toother  Brtg 
over  to  her  in  the  Pool ;  where  flie  might  have  been- 
fafc  -,  but  (he  was  wonted  to  the  Place,  Ihc  laid^  and 
would  not  remove.  And  wliat  w.u>  the  End  on*t  now, 
but  the  Wheel  of  a  Cart  drove  over  a  while  after, 
and  crufli'd  her  to  Pieces  ? 

The  Moral. 

ftw/'  Pcipk  are  fo  I[ftlefs  and  JJothful^    that  thefU  rather  Ite 
J/ill  and  die  in  a  Ditchy  thanjlir  one  Finger  to  btlp  tbfmfehiS 
sut  on*r, 

RE- 
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REFLECTION. 

CUSTOM  is  another  Nature,  and  what  betwixt  Oblti- 
lacy  and  Sloth,  let  it  be  never  fo  ill,  and  inconvenient,  Peo- 
>le  are  very  hard  yet  to  quit  it.  He  that  does  nothing  at  all,' 
Ices  worfe  than  he,  that  upon  the  account  of  human  Frail-' 
y,  does  amifs;  for  nothing  can  be  more  contr^  to  God 
limielf,  ^ho  is  a  pure  Ad,  than  die  Sleeping  and  Drowflng 
iway  of  our  Life  and  keafon,  that  tkras  ^ven  us  for  fo  many 
jetter  Purpofes.  The  Frcjg  in  the  Highway  henfe,  is  the  Live- 
J  Figure  of  fuch  a  Man ;  for  a  Liibof  Sloth  is  the  Life  of  a 
Log,  rather  than  the  Life  of  a  reafonable  Creature;  Tis  as 
tnuch  as  a  Body  can  well  do,  even  with  the  uttermoft  of  his 
Prudence  and  Induflry,  to  rub  through  the  Difficulties  of  the 
World,  though  he  mould  keep  himfelf  perpetually  a  doing. 
There  is  not,  perchance  a  more  infupportable  Mifery  m  Nature^ 
dan  it  wibuld  be,  t6  put  the  Body  into  a  Fram6,  that  fliould 
ken  it  always  in  the  fame  Pofture.  What  can  be  (aid  worie 
faf  Slodifulneis  now,  when  the  very  Vice  is  equal  to  the  mol( 
cxquiiite  of  Torments  ?  It  is  odious  to  God  and  Man,  ufe- 
k&  to  the  World,  irklbm  to  itfelf,  mlferable  in  all  Eflates, 
md  utterly  incarable  either  of  tafting,  or  enjoying  any  thing 
of  Comfort.  The  Frtg  was  ufed  to  the  Place,  (he  faid,  and 
hther  than  ftir  to  help  hcrfelf,  there  fhe  lay  till  her  Guts 
Htn  dafli'd  out. 


F  A  B.  1 66.    A  "Bw^afttu 

•    ■  .  ■  '  ■       • 

THeiie  tame  a  Thief  into  a  Bee-Garden  in  the  abfence 
of  the  Mafter,  and  robbed  the  Hives.  The  Owner 
dilboverM  it  upon  his  Return,  and  flood  pausing  a  while 
h  bethink  himielf  how  this  fhoold  come  to  pais.  The 
Bees  in  this  Interim  came  laden  home  out  of  the  Fields 
from  feeding^  and  milling  their  Coinbs,  they  fell  pow- 
dering down  in  Swarms  upon  their  Mafter.  Well  (lays 
he)  you  are  a  Company  of  fenfele^  and  ungrateRil 
Wretches,  to  let  a  Stranger  go  away  quiedy  that  has 
rtflcd  ye,  and  to  bend  all  your  Spite  againft  your  Ma- 
fter, that  is  at  this  Inftant  beating  his  Brains  how  he 
any  repair  and  preferve  ye. 

N  2  T\» 
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The  MoR  AL. 

'  Jf  J  the  Courfi  of  the  IVorld  for  People  to  take  their  Frien 
thArFoes^  am  to  ufe  them  accordingly, 

REFLECTION. 

THE  Miftake  of  a  Friend  for  an  Enemy,  or  of  an  I 
for  a  Friend,  is  one  of  the  moft  pernicious  Errors  of 
Man^s  Life ;  for  there's  Judgment,  good  Nature,  Genei 
Juftice,  common  Prudence,  and  all  at  {{ake. '  Nothin 
be  more  difobliging  to  a  Friend  on  the  one  hand,  or 
ruinous  to  my  felf  on  the  othef.     Charity  however  bi 
hope  and  think  the  beft,  provided  at  the  fame  time,  1 
fecure  the  main  Chance.     Now  this  Caution  holds  a: 
In  Politicks^  as  in  Morals  \  and  inpublick  Cafes  as  well 
[Private ;  for  there  b  nothing  more  frequent,  than  for  F 
to  take  their  Oppre^Tors  for  their  ProteAors,  and  their 
teAors  for  their  Oppreflbrs ;  as  the  Bees  here  fpar'd  the  ! 
and  fell  foul  upon  their  Keeper.     This  is  the  very  Hume 
the  AioUle,  when  they  miftake  the  Man. 


Fab.  167.   A  l^CnfflElfiftm 

THe  Kingsfifher  is  a  folitary  Bird,  that  wonts  ( 
monly  by  the  Water-fide,  and  neftles  in  he 
Banks,  to  be  out  of  reach  of  the  Fowlers.  On 
thefe  Birds  happened  to  be  foraging  abroad  for 
Young  Ones,  and  in  this  Interim  comes  a  raging ' 
rent,  that  wafties  away  Neft,  Birds  and  alL  Upon 
Return,  finding  how  'twas  with  her,  (he  brake  out 
this  Exclamation :  Unhappy  Creature  that  I  am !  ti 
from  the  bare  Apprehenlion  of  one  Enemy,  into 
Mouth  of  another. 

The  Moral. 

*Tis  many  a  wife  Man*s  hap^  while  he  is  providing  againji 
Danger  y  to  fall  into  another :  And  for  his  very  Providm 
turn  bis  DeJirtUfion, 

REFLECTION. 

MANY  People  apprehend  Danger  where  there's  n< 
and  fancy  themfelves  to  be  out  of  Danger  where  there's  i 
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*  all.  As  the  Fellow  gave  God  Thanks  at  Sea  when  the  Ship 
-uck  upon  a  Sand,  for  bringing  him  into  (hallow  Water 
;ain,  where  he  could  feel  the  Bottom.  This  is  to  mind  us» 
at  there  is  no  State  of  Life  To  fecure,  as  not  to  lie  open  to 
thoufand  Difficultiee  and  Dangers ;  and  that  it  is  not  poffible 
r  the  Wit  of  Man  to  provide  againft  all  Contingencies, 
here's  no  Fence  againft  Inundations,  Earth-quakes,  Hurri- 
.ns,  peftilential  Vapours,  and  the  like  ;  and  therefore  it  is 
ir  Part,  and  Duty,  to  hope  and  endeavour  the  beft,  and  at 
le  (ame  Time  to  provide  for  the  worft  that  can  bcfal  us. 
hat  which  cannot  be  helpt,  muft  be  born. 


Fab.  1 68.    Sfitf^inQ  in  €:rOUMCll  USLHtttSi. 

A  Fijbtrman  had  ordered  his  Net  for  a  I>raughr, 
rTL  and  ftUl  as  he  was  gathering  it  up,  he  daih'd  the 
\rater,  to  fright  the  Fifli  into  the  Bag.  Some  of  the 
Neighbourhood  that  looked  on,  told  him  he  did  ill  to 
luddle  the  Water  fo,  and  fpoil  their  Drink.  Well 
lays  lie)  but  I  muft  either  Ipoil  your.  Drink,  or  have 
othing  to  eat  myfelf. 

The  Moral. 

^fV  n$  ef^agtng  the  MMe  in  a  Sedition^  *till  their  Heads 
are  Ji  muddled  firft  with  Frights  and  ViJionSy  that  they  can 
neitberfeey  hear^  nor  under/tand, 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  Allegory  is  f requendy  applied  to  thofe  that  make 
Uvantag^  to  themlielves  by  embroiling  the  Publick ;  and  fet 
itir  Country  a  Fire  fir  the  roafting  their  own  Eggs*  *Ti8  th^ 
Hily  Trade  that  many  People  have  to  live  by,  and  the  moft 
mtable  Trade  too,  when  the  Occafion  lies  fair  for  their  Pur- 
K>(iB.  Tis  with  the  common  People  in  this  Cafe,  juft  as  'tis 
R^  Fiibes  :  Trouble  the  Waters,  fo  that  they  cannot  fee 
didr  Wsnr  before  them,  and  you  have  'em  fuit  in  the  Bag  be- 
fore they  know  where  they  are. 

N3  Fab. 


•^■^ 
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Fab.  169-    An  9pe  and  a  D(dpl)ilU 

PEople  were  us'd  in  the  Days  of  old,  to  cany 
gamefome  Puppies  and  Apes  with  ^em  to  S^  tq 
pais  away  the  Time  withal.  Now  there  was  one  oJF 
thefe  Apes^  it  feems,  aboard  a  Veflel  that  was  caft 
away  in  a  very  great  Storm.  As  the  Mot  were  pad- 
ling  for  their  Lives,  and  an  Ape  for  Company,  a. cer- 
tain Dolphin  that  took  him  for  a  Man,  got  him  upon 
his  Back,  and  was  making  towards  Land  with  him.  He 
had  him  into  a  iafe  Road  call'd  the  Pyr^eus^  and  cook 
Occafion  to  ask  the  Ape  whether  he  was  zxi  AtbemM^oc 
nor  ?  He  told  him  yes,  and  of  a  very  ancient  Family 
idiere.  Why  then  (fays  the  Dolphin)  you  know  fy 
raus  :  Oh !  exceedingly  well,  (ays  toother  (taking  it 
for  the  Name  of  a  Man.)  Why  Pyr^tus  is  my  very  par- 
ticular good  Friend.  The  Dolphin  upon  this,  had  nidi 
an  Indignation  for  the  Impudence  of  the  Buffom-Afe^ 
that  he  g^ve  hiip  the  Slip  &om  between  his  L^  and 
there  was  an  end  of  my  very  good  Friend,  the  Aj^: 
nian. 

The  Moral. 

s 

Braggings  fying,  and  pretending^  has  coft  matt^  a  Man  his  Hfi 
*    andE/late. 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  is  the  Humour  of  a  great  many  Travelliff  Mi*%  ^ 
well  as  Travelling  Apes:  Men  that  wiU  be  talking  of  Pbco 
that  they  never  &w,  and  of  Perfons  that  they  never  heard  of. 
Their  whole  Convcrfation  is  made  up  of  Counfels  and  I'*' 
trigues,  Keafons  of  State,  EmbaiBes  and  Negotiations,  ^} 
they  never  were  (kilrd  in  at  all.  Neither  Men,  Books  or  Sd-' 
cnces  come  amifs  to  'em :  And  after  all  this  extravagant 
Buftle,  a  gay'Coat  and  a  Griniace  is  the  Up(hot  of  what  the/ 
can  pretend  to.  Thde  Phantoms  howe^'er  are  fometime  takfl* 
fcr  Men,  and  born  up  by  the  well-meaning  ignorant  comn^ 
reople,  as  the  Ape  was  here  by  the  Dolphin^  'till  in  the  Condu- 
fion  their  Sfllinefc  lays  them  open,  their  Supporters  give  thtf* 
the  Slip,  and  down  thev  drop  and  vanifh.  How  many  of  th^. 
fempty  chattering  Fops  have  we  daily  put  upon  us,  for  Men  ^ 
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nfe  and  Bus'ncfe  ;  that  with  Balzack'%  Prime  ATimJler^  (hall 
md  ye  eight  and  forty  Hours  together  poring  over  a  Map,  to 
>k  for  Arijiocrticy  and  Democracy ^  inftcad^of  Croatia  and  Dal^ 
Uia^  and  take  the  Name  of  a  Country  for  2  Form  of  Co- 
mment ?  Without  any  more  ado,  we  have  Apes  in  Hiftwy^ 

well  as  in  Fiiiiony  and  not  a  Rufh  matter  whether  they 

on  Four  Legs,  or  on  Two. 


Fab.  170-    Ci3crciirp  and  a  g)tatuarp* 

.  /f  Ercury  had  a  great  Mind  once  to  learn  what 
V  J  Credit  he  had  in  the  World,  and  he  knew  no 
*her  Way,  than  to  put  on  the  Shape  of  a  Man,  and 
ke  Occafion  to  difcourfe  the  Matter  as  by  the  Bye, 
ith  a  Statuary  :  So  away  he  went  to*  the  Hoiife  of  a 
cat  Mafter,  where,  among  other  curious  Figures, 
I  law  feveral  excellent  Pieces  of  the  Gods.  The  firft 
:  cheapened  was  a  Jupiter^  which  would  have  come  at 
«fcry  eafy  Rate.  Well  (fays  Mercury)  and  what's  the 
rice  of  that  Juno  there  ^  The  Carver  fet  that  a 
tic  higher.  The  next  Figure  was  a  Mercury^  with 
s  Rod  and  his  Wings,  and  all  the  Enfigns  of  his  Com- 
iflion.  Why  this  is  as  it  fhould  be,  lays  he  to  him- 
[f :  For  here  am  I  in  the  Quality  of  Jupiter*^  Mcffen- 
T,  and  the  Patron  of  Artizans,  with  all  my  Trade 
K)ut  me  :  And  now  will  this  Fellow  ask  me  fiftten 
'imes  as  much  for  this  as  he  did  for  t'other  :  And  lb 
I  put  it  to  him,  what  he  valued  that  Piece  at :  Why 
ufy,  fays  the  Statuary^  you  feem  to  be  a  civil  Gentle- 
lan,  give  me  but  my  Price  for  the  other  two,  and  ytm 
lall  c*en  have  that  into  the  Bargain. 

The  Moral. 

lis  is  to  put  the  Vanity  of  thofi  Men  out  $f  Countenance^  t/jat  by 
fetting  two  high  a  Value  upon  themfelves^  appear  by  fo  much  the 
more  defpicable  to  others. 

REFLECTION.  ^  ^ 

*TIS  an  old  Saying,  ThdXLi/fners  never  hear  well  of  them* 
hes  i  and  Mercury\  Curiofity  fped  accordingly  in  this  Fable. 

N  4  ^  All 
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All  vain  Men  that  afFcA  popularity,  are  apt  to  fuicjr,  that 
other  Peopk  have  the  fame  Opinion  of  them,  that  they  have 
of  themfelves ;  but  nothing  goes  nearer  the  Heart  pf  *em,  than 
to  meet  with  Contempt,  inftead  of  Applauic,  Efteem,  and 
Reputation.  They  mufter  up  all  their  Commiffions  and  Chaf- 
fers ;  as  Mercury  values  him&lf  here,  upon  the  Relation  he  had 
to  Jupiter  ;  whofe  Pimp  he  is,  and  that's  his  Bus'ods.  He 
gives  to  underftand  alfo  what  a  Friend  the  Artizans  had  at 
Couft,  and  all  too  little  to  gain  him  the  Refpeft,  but  fomucl| 
cs  of  a  common  Mcilenger. 


*^ 


Fab.  171.     ^CrCUrp  and  Cff efiajBf* 

MErcury  had  a  great  Mind  to  try  if  ^irefias  was  fo 
foinoas  a  Diviner  as  the  World  took  him  ftr, 
or  not.  So  he  went  and  ftole  ^irefiafs  Oxen  ;  and  ott 
dcr*d  the  Matter  to.  be  in  the  Company  of  Tirefias^  as 
upon  Bufmcfs  by  the  Bye,  when  the  News  (hould  be 
brought  him  of  the  Lofe  of  hb  Oxen.  Mercury  went 
to  ^irejias  in  the  Shape  of  a  Man  \  and  the  Tidings  came 
as  Mercury  had  (contrived  it  2  Upon  this,  he  took  Mer- 
cury up  to  a  high  Tower,  bard  by,  ?in4  bad  him  look 
well  about  him,  ai^d  tell  him  what  Bird$  Jie  faw.  Why, 
lays  Mercury^  I  f^c  an  Eagle  upon  Wing  there,  that 
takes  her  Qnirfe  from  the  Right  FJand  to  the  Left. 
That  Eagle  (fays  ^irejias)  is  nothing  to  our  Purpofe ; 
wherefore  pray  look  agiin  once.  Mercury  ftoqd  gazing 
a- while,  and  then  told  TCirefias  of  a  Crovjr  be  had 
di(covcr*d  uppn  a  Tree,  that  was  one  while  looking 
up  into  the  Air,  and  another  while  down  towards 
Ground :  That's  enough  (Ciys  Tirejias)  for  this  Mbr 
tion  of  the  Crow,  is  as  much  as  to  lay,  I  do  ^[^)eal 
to  Heaven,  and  to  Earth,  that  the  Man  that  is  now 
with  ^irejias^  can  help  him  to  his  C^n  again  if  he 
pleales. 

The  Moral. 

This  Fable  is  of  a  general  Application  to  all  hold  and  erafif 
Thieves  and  tmpojlors.  It  ferves  atfp  to  fet  forth  ^Ift  Vafdtyof 
If^zards.  Fortune-Tellers^  and  the  like. 

RE- 
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REFLECTION. 

KNAVES  fct  up  thcfe  Jugglers,  and  Fools  mainuin 
m.  There  muft  be  Forms  however,  Chara^rs,  an^ 
d  Words,  crabbed  Looks,  and  canting  Calculations,  for 
Colour  of  the  Pretence ;  but  People  (hould  have  a  Care 
,  not  to  take  a  Confederacy  for  a  Science. 


Fa  p.  172.    A  5)0Unll  and  a  (15aff  iff; 

rHere  was  a  Man  had  two  Dogs  j  one  for  the  Cbafe^ 
t'other  to  look  to  the  Houfe  -,  and  whatever  the 
ound  took  Abroad,  the  Houfe-Dffg  had  his  Part  on't 
Home.  T'other  grumbled  at  it,  that  when  he  took 
[  the  pains  the  Mafiiff  Ihould  reap  the  Fruit  of  his 
abours.  Well,  fays  the  Houfe-Dogj  That's  none  of 
y  Fault,  but  my  Mafter^s,  that  has  not  train'd  rac 
p  to  work  formyfelf,  but  to  eat  what  others  have 
rovided  for  me. 

The  Moral. 

^athers  and  Mofters  have  a  gnat  deal  to  anfwer  fer^   if  their 
Children  ^nd  Servants  do  not  d»  astbeyjhoulddo. 

REFLECTION. 

MORE  People  are  loft  for  want  of  good  Education  and 
inftitutiom  than  for  want  of  honeft  and  honourable  Inclina- 
tions ;  and  thcfe  are  Mifcarriages  that  Parents  and  Tutors  are 
in  a  great  Meafure  to  anfwer  for.  We  are  here  given  to  un- 
krfiand,  that  there  are  Offices  of  Truft  alfo,  as  well  as  Offices 
of  Labour,  afid  the  one  as  neceflary  to  the  common  Good  as 
the  other.  The  Majliff  mzintaLins  the  Hmmd^  as  well  as  the 
Vmud  the  Ataftiff\  aix)  if  thp  one  did  not  keep  the  Houfe 
froin  being  robb'd,  the  other  would  have  nothing  to  eat  in't 
tt  all.  3o  (hat  tl)is  F^e,  upon  the  whole  Matter,  will  ferve 
for  a  political  Re^^ing  (o  Princps  and  Governors,  as  well  as 
to  Mafters  of  private  F*amilie^  upon  the  reciproad  Ufe,  Be- 
nefit, and  Neceflity  of  Induftry  arifl  ProtcAbn  betwixt  Rulers 
and  Subjects,  for  the  Prefervation  of  a  Commonwealth:  The 
one  fupplies  us  with  what  we  want,  and  the  other  fupports  us 
^  the  Defence  of  what  we  get,  and  neither  would  f^gnify  any 

'Hung  to  us  without  the  other. 
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Fab.  173.     An  Unhappy^atCfj^ 

T Here  was  a  Man,  a  IcHigTime  ago,  thathadgota 
Shrew  to  his  IVife^  and  there  oxild  be  no  Quiet  in 
the  Houfe  for  her.  The  Husband  was  willing  however 
to  make  the  beft  of  a  bad  Game,  and  fb  for  Eaoperi- 
ment  lake,  he  fent  her  away  for  a-while  to  her  Father'& 
When  he  came  a  little  after  to  take  her  Home  again, 
Prithee  Sweet-heart  (fays  he)  How  go -Matters  in  the 
Houfe  where  thou  haft  been  ?  In  troth,  lays  Ihe,  they 
go  I  know  not  how :  But  there*s  none  of  the  Famityj 
you  muft  know,  can  endure  me :  No,  not  fo  much  as 
the  very  Hinds  and  Ploughmen  •,  I  could  read  it  in  die 
Faces  of  them.  Ah  Wife !  lays  the  Husband,  If  People 
that  rife  early  and  come  Home  late,  and  are  all  Day  out 
of  your  Sight,  cannot  be  quiet  for  you,  what  a  Qfe  b 
your  poor  Husband  in,  that  muft  Ipend  his  whole  Life 
m  your  Company  ? 

The  Moral. 

IfTfen  Man  and  Wife  cannot  agrees  Prudence  will  oblige  tbe  mty 
and  Modejhf  tbe  other ^  to  put  all  their  little  Controverjies  intt 
their  Pocket Sy  and  make  the  hejl  of  a  had  Game. 

REFLECTION. 

THERE  arc  more  Ways  to  come  to  a  right  Uncfcr- 
flanding  of  Things,  than  by  Qiieftion  and  Anfwer.  There  ait 
certain  contentious  Humours  that  are  never  to  be  pleated,  ami 
\^  that  troubles  his  Head  becaufe  he  cannot  pleafe  them,  is 
worfe  than  a  Mad-man.  Nay,  it  falls  out  many  Times,  that 
the  vcr}'  Deiire  and  Endeavour  to  do  it»  makes  it  more  impoT- 
fible,  cfpecially  where  People  are  imperious  and  infultii^,  as 
well  as  peevifh.  Now  in  the  Cafe  of  this  FaUe,  it  may  bet 
Qucftion  whether  the  Wife  or -the  Woman  was  the  more  fttakifr 
of  the  two  :  For  Ihe  was  ftill  the  fame  uneafy  Fop  whcievcr 
Ihe  was ;  but  the  poor  Man  however  had  enough  on't,  in  both 
Capacities :  That  is  to  fay,  as  a  common  Incumbrance,  and 
as  a  particular  Clog. 

llic  Moral  is  a  Piece  of  good  Counfel  to  all  Men  that  la- 
bour under  that  unhappy  Circumftance.  Firft,  in  PnidencCi 
to  try  what  Help  for't ;  And  then  in  Ctfe  of  the  laft  Ncccf 
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fity,  to  come  to  fome  peremptory  Refolution  to  deliver  them* 
felves.  ' 


F  A  B.  174.    A  (Cniolf  and  a  jftfH^ 

A/^^fpy'doutaftragg^ng  Aii,  and  piu^'d  hinu 
The  Kid  found  that  the  fVolf  was  too  nimble  for 
him,  and  fb  tum'd  and  told  him:  I  perQcive  I  am  to  be 
eaten,  and  I  would  die  as  pleaiandy  as  I  could:  Whercr 
fixe,  pray  give  be  but  one  Toudi  of  your  Pipe  before  I 
go  to  Pot.  The  Wolf  played,  and  the  Kid  danced,  and 
the  Noife  of  the  Pipe  broU^t  the  Bogs  in  upon  him. 
Well  (fays  the  Wolf)  this  *tis  when  People  will  be 
meddling  out  of  their  Profeffion.  My  Bus'nels  was  to 
{day  the  Butchery  not  the  Piper. 

The  Moral. 

fFben  a  crafty  Knave  is  infatuated^  any  filly  Wretch  mof  pt^ 
Tricks  upon  him. 

•reflection. 

L£T  every  Man  ftick  to  his  own  Part,  without  taking 
pother  Mam's  Trade  out  of  his  Hand.  This  is  the  old  Mo- 
ral, but  we  mlay  read  upon't  another  way  too.  'Tis  a  very 
unequal  encoimter,  when  Malicp,  Craft,  and  Power  aic 
united  s^nft  the  Weak,  and  the  Innocent :  Saving  where 
Providence  in^erpofes  to  the  Relief  of  the  one,  and  to  tht 
Infiouation  of  the  other :  As  the  ^f^hene,  that  had  a  P/ff( 
iqKtti  the  JCr^,  was  confounded  by  a  Count er^Pkt  of  the  Ki£% 
upon  the  Wolf  I  And  fuch  a  Cmmter-Pht  it  was  too,  as  tbs 
WtV  with  sul  his  Sagacity,  was  not  able  to  fmdl  out. 
Wberefore  let  no  Man  prefume  too  much  upon  his  owi| 
Strength,  either  of  Body  or  of  Mind;  but  confider  within 
hinfilr,  that  Heaven  takes  Part  with  the  OpprefTed ;  and 
^faat  Tyrants  themfelves  are  upon  their  Behaviour  to  a  Supe* 
nor  Power. 


Fab. 
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Fab.  175.    A  fOJC  and  a  Ctflfl* 

A  Fox  that  was  fharp-let,  liirpriz'd  a  Craty  as  he 
lay  out  of  the  Sea  won  the  Sands,  and  carried 
him  away.  The  Crai^  wnen  he  fbund  that  he  was  to 
be  eaten.  Well  (lays  he)  this  comes  of  meddling  what 
we  have  nothing  to  dos  fer  my  Bu^neis  lay  at  xa,  not 
upon  the  Land 

The  Moral. 

N9  Bodf  pities  a  Man  for  awf  H^sfortune  that  UftBt  bim^  m 
Mattmoiarf  bis  frof^  Bus*iupy  or  Cal&ig. 

REFLECTION. 

EVERY  Man  has  his Poft affign'd bim,  and  in  thatSta* 
tion  he  is  well,  if  he  can  but  think  himfelf  fo ;  and  he  dat 
cannot  keep  bimfelf  well,  when  he  is  weU,  may  thank  him- 
felf :  But  Men  of  Curiofity  and  Levity  can  never  be  at  rpfti 
for  let  their  prefent  State  be  what  it  will,  it  never  pkafes 
them.  They  have  a  fickly  Uneafmefs  upon  them,  whidi 
way  foever  they  lie,  or  in  wh^t  Condition  fiftver  they  are; 
no  Place,  no  Pofture,  no  St^te,  either  of  Life  or  of  fortune 
agrees  with  'em,  but  they  run  on  (hifting,  apd  changing, 
from  one  Error,  and  from  one  Qualm,  to  another ;  hanker- 
ii^  after  Novelties,  and  trying  new  Experiments.  We  are 
naturally  given  to  be  peeping  into  forbidden  Secrets,  and 
groping  in  the  Dark  after  we  know  not  what.  Wc  never 
think  of  die  main  Bus'ne(s  of  Life,  'dll  a  vain  Repentance 
minds  us  of  it  at  the  wrong  End  on't  \  and  then,  with  the 
Crab  in  the  Fable,  we  find  that  we  have  been  doing  of  one 
thing  all  this  while,  when  we  (hould  have  been  doing  ano- 
ther J  and  abandoned  the  Station  that  God  and  Nature  allot" 
ted  us,  to  our  irreparable  Ruin. 


Fab.  176.    A  jpufirfam 

A  Man  that  had  a  very  coarfe  Voice,  but  an  ejiccl- 
lent  MuJick'Roomy    would  be  ftill  pradiGi^  in 
that  Chamber,    for  the  Advantage  of  the  Echo.    He 

took  fuch  a  Conceit  upon't,  that  he  muft  needs  be  ihewr 

ing 
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his  Parts  iroon  a  Publick  Theatre,  where  he  pcr- 
n'd  fo  very  ill,  that  the  Auditory  hiis'd  him  off  the 
re,  and  threw  Stones  at  him. 

The  Moral. 

fan  may  like  htm/elf  very  well  in  his  9wn  Glafs^  and  jit  the 
'^orU  net  fall  in  me  with  him  in  PuUick,  But  the  Irutb 
Ct  iiy  we  are  partial  in  our  own  Cafe^  and  there* s  no  read-- 
g  of  our/elves  but  with  other  MeiC$  £yes» 

REFLECTION. 

*  here's  a  great  Difierence  betwixt  an  Orator  In  the 
)ols,  and  a  Man  of  Bus'nefs  upon  a  Stag^  of  Adion« 
IV  a  Man  that  pailes  for  a  Philofopher  in  private,  behaves 
felf  mod  ridiculoufly  in  puUick ;  as  what's  more  uncouth 
h  Refpeifl  be  it  fpoken)  than  a  Pedant  out  of  his  £lc-> 
it  i  There  are  flattering  Chambers,  as  well  as  flattering 
ttcsy  and  the  one  helps  out  a  bad  Voice,  as  the  other  coun- 
.nces  an  ill«-fiivour'd  Face ;  that  is  to  fay,  the  one  drowns 
Harihnefs  of  the  Pipe,  as  the  other  covens,  or  difguifes 
Goarfnefs  of  the  Complexion.  But  Men  muft  not  think 
ifalk  upon  thefe  Stilts,  if  they  come  to  fet  up  in  Publick 
e ;  the  one,  for  an  Italian  Capon^  the  other,  for  an  Englijh 
uty :  Wherefore  it  will  become  all  People  to  weigh  .and 
iiire  themfelves,  before  they  venture  upon  any  Underta- 
I  that  may  bring  their  Lives,  Honour,  or  Fortune  in 
^ion.  Some  Songflers  can  no  more  fmg  in  any  Chamber 
their  own,  than  fome  Clerks  can  read  in  any  Book  but 
r  own ;  put  them  out  of  their  Rosul  once,  and  they  are. 
t  Cat'Ptpes  and  Dunces, 


Fab.  177.    d)tetlC0  that  ftole  a  COCfc* 

.  Band  of  7%ieves  brake  into  a  Houfe  once,  and 
L  found  nothing  in't  to  carry  away,  but  one  poor 
k.  The  Cock  fiid  as  much  for  hamfelf  as  a  Cock 
Id  lay  ;  but  infifted  chiefly  upon  the  Services  of  his 
ing  People  up  to  their  Work,  when  'twas  time  to 
.  Sirrah  ((ays  one  of  the  Thieves)  you  had  better 
^  let  that  Argument  alone  j  for  your  waking  the 

Family 
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Famiiy  fpoik  our  T^tdc,  and  inre  are  to  be  han^d  for- 
Sxkh  for  your  Bawling. 

The  Moral. 

Tiat  which  is  cm  BmI/s  Meat^  is  amther  Bedfs  PoiTm ;  as  the 
truffb^  up  (f'T^ntvis  is  tht  Sicwritf  $f  himft  Attn,  (hi 
foiSi/b  /fira  is  amgb  td  Jptil a  gpodGaufi^,  and^tismimf  a 
Masis  FmtHHi  t9 aahis wmT^nnm  iMhms  wm  Arf^^ 

REFLECTION. 

'TIS  a  hard  matter  for  a  It4^  that  argues  againft^tbe 
Truth,  and  the  Reafon  of  a  Thing;  fo  confift  with  htmidf ; 
for  having  no  Ruk  to  walk  br,  'tis  forty  to  one  but  fome 
time  or  odier  he  will  lofe  his  Way ;  efpeciallv  wbm  he  is  to 
acconmnodate  his  Story  to  the  various  Circumftuices  of  Times^ 
Perfons,  and  Occafions.  But  it  is  one  Thing  to  forgtt  Mat* 
ter  of  Fa£b,  and  another  I'hing  to  bhinder  upon  die  Rcittm 
of  it.  It  is  however,  well  worthy  of  a  fober  Man's  Cui^ 
not  to  let  any  thing  fall  that  may  be  turn'd  upon  him  out  of 
his  own  Mouth.  This  Prefenoe  of -Mind,  'tis  true^  is  not 
every  Body's  Talent ;  neither  does  this  Confideratkm  enter 
into  every  Body's  Thought  i  but  it  were  better  if  it  weie  fd| 
and  fo  it  ought  to  be. 


Fab.  178.    A  CtOtO  and  a  EaSietU 

YOur  Rmm  has  a  Reputation  in  the  World  for  a 
Bird  of  Ornen^  and  a  kind  of  fmall  Prophii.  A 
Crow  that  had  ohfaVd  the  Raver^s  Manner  and  Way 
of  delivering  his  Prcdiftions,  fctsupforaFiTrifAwfertDO? 
and  fb  gets  upon  a  Tree,  and  there  fbmds  nodding  and 
Croaking,  juft  over  the  Heads  of  fome  People  that 
were  paffing  by.  They  were  a  little  furpriz'd  at  fiift  $ 
but  fb  ibon  as  they  iaw  how  'twas.  Come^  my  Mallets 
(lays  one  of  the  Company)  let's  e'en  go  forward^  for 
this  is  but  the  Chattering  of  a  footilh  Crra^>  and  it  figoi-' 
fies  nothing. 


The 
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The  Moral. 

Hrw  an  fuptrftitious  Mm  bag^d  out  rf  their  Wits  and  Sen/is^ 
with  the  Fancy  $f  Omens ^  Forebodings^  Old  fVives  Tales  and 
Vifiotu  I  and  upon  a  final  Examination  tf  the  Mattery  im* 
thing  at  all  in  the  Bottom  orit. 

REFLECTION. 

THE  Affeftation  of  Powers  and  Faculties,  that. are  above 
IS,  b  not  only  vain  and  unprofitable,  but  Ridiculous ;  for 
the  Matter,  upon  Examination,  will  not  abide  the  Teft. 
Tour  Empyricksy  Pifs-pot  ProphetSj  Fortune-Tellers^  and  Buf' 
fbon-PretenderSy  to  State  and  Government^  fall  under  the  Lsuh 
3f  thb  Moral.  And  'fo  do  all  your  little  Smatterers  in  Arts 
ind  Sciences  of  what  Kind  or  Quality  foever :  But  there  goes 
more  to  the  making  of  a  Propliet,  than  nodding  or  croaking, 
'Tis  not  the  Gdum  and  the  Cap  that  makes  the  Doff  or;  neither 
is  it  the  fupercilious  Giavity  of  Countenances  and  Forms 
that  prelently  dubbs  any  Man  a  Philofopher.  Not  but  tluit  a 
Fool  may  put  himfelf  in  the  Garb,  and  fo  far  imitate  the 
Mien,  and  Motions  of  a  wife  Man,  as  at  firfl  Blufh  to  put 
a  Body  to  a  Stand  what  to  make  of  him :  But  upon  further 
Confideration,  the  Original  is  as  eafily  known  from  the  Copy, 
as  the  j/fs  in  his  horrou/d  Skin  was  from  the  Lyon :  Or  I  migi  t 
have  faid,  as  the  Crow  here  from  the  Raven  :  Their  Ears  and 
their  Tongues  betray  them. 


Fab-  179.     A  CrottI  and  a  DOff* 

A  Crow  invited  a  Dog  to  join  in  Sacrifice  to  iWi- 
nerva.  That  will  be  to  no  Purpofe  (fays  the 
P^)  for  the  Goddefs  has  fuch  an  Averfion  to  ye,  that 
you  are  particularly  excluded  out  of  all  Auguries.  Ay, 
fiys  the  Crow  J  but  I'll  facrifice  the  rather  to  her  for  that, 
to  try  If  I  can  make  her  my  Fr lemL 

The  Moral. 

If^e  find  it  in  the  Prafficeofthe  Worlds  that  Men  take  up  Re- 
ligion more  for  Fcar^  Reputaticny  and  Inter ejl^  than  for  true 
Affiffion. 

RE- 
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REFLECTION. 

THIS  Pagaui  Fable  will  bear  a  Chriftian  Moral ;  for  nm 
People  worfliip  for  Fear,  and  for  Iiitereft,  than  for  Love  and 
DevotioHi  As  the  Indianf  do  thtDtvtby  that  they  may  not  hut 
'em.  It  teaches  us  farther,  that  we  are  not  to  take  petf  or 
defpond,  under  any  Crofs  or  Calamity  that  the  Alm^ty  is 
pleas'd  to  lay  upon  us.  The  Judgments  of  Heaven  are  juft, 
let  them  fall  never  fo  heavy,  they  are  yet  leis  than  we  deionrt 
The  Devil  himfclf,  when  he  was  let  loofe  upon  ^o^,  could 
riot  tranfport  that  Patient,  Good  Man  beyond  his  TcmpcTi 
or  make  him  quit  his  hold.  Refignation  and  Perieverauxt 
are  all  that  a  Man  has  to  truft  to  in  this  Extremity.  Thereof 
no  Good  to  be  done  by  ftruggling,  nor  any  way  left  us  to  make 
our  Peace  with,  but  to  try  by  Faith,  Prayer,  and  a  new  Lifi^ 
if  we  can  make  our  oftended  Mafter  once  again  our  Friend* 
So  that  upon  the  Upfhot,  AfHidtions  are  but  the  Methods  of  a 
merciful  Providence,  to  force  us  upon  the  only  Means  of  ict- 
ting  Matters  Right,  betwixt  divine  Juftice  and  human  Frailqr^ 


F  A  B.  1 80.    A  UilDClt  and  i  ^naKe^ 

AS  a  Spiah  lay  lazing  at  his  Length,  in  the  Glearil 
of  the  Sun,  a  Raven  took  him  up,  and  flew  away 
with  him.  I'he  Snake  kept  a  Twifting  and  a  Turning, 
*till  he  bit  the  Raven^  and  matie  him  curie  himfclf  for 
being  fuch  a  Fool,  ;is  to  meddle  with  a  Purchafe  that 
coft  him  his  Life. 

The  Moral. 

Natun  has  made  all  the  Neceffiiries  of  Life^  fafe  and  eafy  u  w, 
but  if  we  Will  be  hankering  after  Things  that  we  neither  want 
nor  under/land^  we  mujl  take  our  Fortune^  even  if  Death  it 
flfjhould  happen  to  he  An  the  Cafe, 

REFLECTION. 

IF  Men  would  but  ballance  the  Good  and  the  Evil  of  Things, 
the  Profit  and  the  Ix)(s,  thev  would  not  venture  Soul,  Body, 
and  Reputation,  for  a  little  dirty  Intereft.  Tis  much  the 
iame  Thing  betwixt  us,  and  our  fenfual  Acquifitions,  that  it 
is  betwixt  the  Raven  and  the  Snake  here.  Men  of  eager  Appe- 
tites chop  at  what  comes  next,  and  the  Purchafe  feldom  faik 

of 
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of  a  Sting  in  the  Tail  on't  Nor  il  It  to  be  expeAed,  that 
Paffion  without  Reafon  fliould  fucceed  better.  Our  Senfis  are 
Sarp-tet  u{x>n  all  flefhly  Pkafures,  ahi  if  they  be  but  fiair  to 
he  Eye,  felHhIng  to  th^  Palate,  harmonious  to  the  £af) 
jentle  to  the  Touch,  and  fr^mnt  to  the  Smell,  %  all'  we 
ook  for,  and  all  we  care  for.  ^Tis  true,  all  this  while,  that  ouf 
Tiy  Nature  require  a  Dote  of  thefe  Enjoytnehts ;  nay,  and 
hat  Providence  itlelf  does  not  only  allow,  but  prefCribe  it, 
3r  the  common  Comfort  and  Benent  of  hutliin  Sodety,  and 
f  Mankind ;  for  Life  would  be  ito  longer  Lie  Without  it. 
iat  the  Crikifie  and  the  Dangei^  lies  in  the  Eltceis,  and  in  the 
nmoderate  Love  and  Ufe  of  them.  Was  not  ^e  Apple  in 
^araiift  &ir  to  the  Eye,  and  grateful  to  the  TaAt,  and  yet 
here  was  l>eath  in*t  ?  What  wete  the  Poets  Sirens^  but  Figures 
f  our  Seducers^  that  charin  us  by  the  Ear,  and  tettipt  us  to 
M^  over-b$ard?  That  is  to  fay,  by  debauching  us  into  falfo 
>o&ines  and  Opinions,  whidi  do  but  anfwef,  on  the  one 
de,  the  Moral  of  the  Songs  on  the  other.  And  fo  for  the 
"ouch,  and  the  Smell,  the  Former,  'tis  true,  has  made  more 
[avock  in  the  World,  but  yet  a  Man  may  be  poyfon'd  with  a 
'erfiune,  as  Well  as  With  a  naufeous  Potion.  To  conclude,  we 
ave  Snakes  in  our  Beds^  in  our  Cups^  in  our  Dipxs^  and  who- 
ver  dips  too  deep',  Will  find  Didth  in  the  Pot, 


F  A  B.  1 8 1 .    A  DatD  and  l3l0COtl8f^ 

A  Daw  took  apanicular  Notice  of  the  Pigeons  in  luch 
l\  a  certain  Dove-houfe,  that  they  wel^  well  fed 
nd  provided  for:  So  he  went  and  painted  himfolf  of 
.  Dove-colour,  and  took  his  Commons  with  the  Pigems. 
io  kxig  as  he  kept  his  own  G>unfel9  he  pais'd  for  & 
tixd  of  the  fame  Feather ;  but  it  was  his  Hap  once  ac 
inawares,  to  cry  [KAW]  upon  which  Difcovery  they 
leat  him  out  of  the  Houfe^  and  when  he  came  to  h^s 
kid  Companions  again,  they^d  have  none  of  him  nei-^ 
her  \  fo  that  he  loil  himfdf  both  Ways  by  this  Dif« 
^e. 

The  Moral. 

^  that  trims  hetwixt  tivo  Intcrejisy  Uffs  himfitf  tmth  i$ti^ 
wbfn  bi  <$mii  t§  ii  JiO^id^fir  Uf^  irm  /<  n^tb^r. 

O  RE- 
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XHtS  16.  tp  caution  us  againfl  all  fuperfluous  and  danger- 
ou;»  pefures*  Our  own  Lot  is  beft,  an4  by  aiming  at  what 
Vft  lUyjc  j>ot,  and  wha(  is  ipipoffible  to  be  had,  we  Ipfe  what 
wc  have,  already  •  No  Man  goes  out  of  himfclf  but  to  his  Lofs. 
Iiniti^tipQ  i>.  fervile,  let  it  he  where,  how,  an4.what  it  will. 
Nature  poii)ts  out  to  us  which  way  every  Man's  Talent^,  and 
Qenin;  Ims  »  and  he  that  keeps  to  his  own  Province,^  or  Biafs,. 
fpccds  beft*  Tl^  Painting  of  the  Daw  like  a  Pigrm^  did  not 
jp»kc  him  one,  neither  can  any  Man  do  himielf  R%ht  ia,  aa- 
ojEhcF  Body's  Shape :  Bcfides,  that  when  he  is  once  oi^t,  'tii 
h^d  tp  find  his  Way  Elonie  again.  The  Hypocrite  is  nevei( 
fp  far  from  being  a  good  Chriftian,  as  when  he  looks  likeft 
one.  'Tis.mucb  a  Cafe  with  a.FaAion  in  a  Governimnt,  an4 
a  Dhw.  in  a  Pigeon-houfe.  There's  a  Fraud  driven  on,  and  tl^ 
sU&milate  themfdves,  as  much  as  may  be,  to  the  Intereft  thej 
propofe  to.be  the  better  for.  Th^  put  on  all  Appearances  in 
Matter  of  Opinion,  Pia<5tice,  and  Pretence,  fuitable  to  theHu- 
f^our  they  are  to  join  withal :  But  ftill  fome  unlucky  Accident 
qr  other  nappens  to  difcover  them  in  thcEnd,  and  then^  wfaea 
they  3vould  go  off  again,  the  People  of  their  own  Plunge  a|id 
Colour  beat  'em  away,  and  refufe  to  entertain  them*  This  is 
no  more  than  what  we  find  to  be  true  in  all  Turns  of  State. 
Double-Dealers  may  pafs  Mufler  for  a  while,  but  all 
wafh  their  Hands  of  them  in  the  Condufion. 


Fab.  182.  .  A  IDalB  with  a  g)ttfnff  ats  JTOflt 

A  Country  Fellow  took  a  D^a;,  and  ty'd  a  String 
to  his  Leg,  and  fo  gave  him  to  a  little  Boy  to 
play  withal.  The  Daw  did  not  mijch  like  his  Compa- 
nion, and  upon  the  firft  Opportunity  gave  him  the 
Slip,  and  away  into  the  Woods  again,  where  he  was 
fhackled.  and  ftarv'd.  When  he  came  to  die,  he  re- 
flefted  upon  the<Folly  of  cxpofing  his  Life  in  the  Woods, 
radier  than  live  in  an  caly  Servitude  among  Men. 

•  The  Moral. 

^  ^Tts  Fancy  J  not  the  Reafon  of  Things  j  that  makes  Life  fo  uneafif 
'    to  us  as  we  find  it*     'Tis  not  the  Phcfy  nor  the  Conditfon;  hd 
*    the  Mind  alone  that  cats  maki  any  Body-mifos^aUe  rr  -haffy, 
%  -  RE- 
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REFLECTION. 

MEH  tint  are  iiii{aticnt  under  inugliatr  AflicHonsi 
cbange  commonlT  for  woric,  as  tbe  Dtw  did  here  in  the  Fan 
ble,  tiat  threw  hiaUcIf  intoa  fbrving  Necdfity«  rather  than 
he  would  fubmit  to  the  toierdUe  Inconvenience  of  an  cifie 
Reftraint.  This  was  a  RfMitm  I>ak\  that  KttvJ  for  Li- 
berty,  not  underftanding  that  he  that  lives  under  the  Bondage 
cf  Laws,  is  in  aState  of  Freedoih:  And  that  Popular  Liber- 
ty, when  it  pofles  thole  Bounds,  is  the  moft  fcandalous  Sort 
cif  Sfarverr.  Nothing  would  ferve  him,  but  he  irtuft  be  at  hts 
ttWA  Difpolal,  and  fo  away  he  goes,  OLrries  his  Strira  akng 
tHth  him,  aiid  ihacklcs  himfelf.  Hits  is  juil  £he  Huniour 
and  tbe  Fate  of  froward  Subjc6Ck  They  fkiicy  themletvei 
uaeadie  under  the  Errors  of  a  miale  Adminiitration  of  Govern- 
ment, when  their  Quarrel  (Inltes,  in  trnth,  at  the  vtty  Root 
and  Conditions  of  Government  it  felf.  It  is  as  impoffible  for 
a  Governnient  to  be  without  Faults^  as  for  a  Man  to  be  fo; 
But  Faults  or  no  Faults,  it  comes  yet  much  to  a  Caft  i  for 
where  th^  cannot  find  'cm,  they  can  create  them ;  and  there 
eoes  no  more  to't  neither,  than  the  calling  of  neceflary  Ju-' 
flke  by  the  Name  of  OppreffiOn.  And  what's  the  End  on*t 
inorc  than  this  now?  Tbry  run  away  /rem  their  Mafttn  inti 
theWo^dsy  and  thirty  with  JESop's  DaWy  tbfy  either  Jiarvi^  & 
iang  themfehes. 


i*A. 


F  A  B.  1 83 .     lupftCt  and  JFrOUU* 

JUpii&  appointed  Mercury  to  make  hini  a  Compofi- 
tion  of  Fraud  and  Hypodrify,^  and  to  give  every  Ar- 
rificer  his  Dofe  on^t.  The  Medicine  was  prepared  accor- 
ding to  die  Bill,  and  the  Proportions  duly  obferv*d,  and 
divided  i  Only  there  was  a  great  deal  too  niuch  of  it 
inade^  and  the  Overplus  remain^  ftill  in  the  Mortar. 
Upon  examining  the  whole  Account,  thefe  was  a  Mi-* 
ftake,  it  feems^  in  the  Reckoning  j  for  the  Baylors  were 
forgotten  in  the  Catalogue:  So  that  Mercury  for  Bre-: 
vity  lake,  gave  the  'Taylors  the  whole  Quantity  that  was 
left;  and  from  hence  comes  the  old  Saying  i  Therms, 
Knavery  in  all  Trades^  but  moft  in  ^t^'lors^ 

O  2  Th^ 
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The  Moral. 

//  is  in  feme  fori  natural  tohea  Knave.  JVe  are  made  p^  in  the 
very  Compojitim  ef  our  FUJh  and  Blood ;  only  Fraud  is  called 
Wit  in  One  Cafe^  good  Husboffdry  in  another j  &c.  while  'tis  the 
whole  Bujinefs  of  the  World  for  one  Man  to  Couzen  another. 

REFLECTION. 

LYING  and  Couzening  is  a  general  Pra£lice  in  the  World, 
tho'  it  appears  in  Tome  Men,  and  in  fome  Trades,  tnore  than 
ill  other.  jEJhp  is  ftill  introducing  fome  or  other  of  the  Gods, 
to  countenance  the  Corruptions  of  Fle(h  and  Blood:  And 
fince  Cuftom  and  Intereft  will  have  it  fo,  that  all  Tradefinen 
muft  ufe  Fraud,  more  or  lefs,  even  in  their  own  Defence,  the 
Pradice  being  in  fome  fort  fo  neceilary,  ^tis  not  amifs  to  bring 
in  ?f/^/V^to  juftify  it.  But  why  is  this  falfe  and  double  Dealing 
appiy^d  to  Tradefmen  only,  when  it  is  common  to  Mankind? 
And  why,  slmong  them,  to  Taylors  above  the  reft  ?  when  all 
the  Bus^nefs  that  pafles  in  this  World  betwixt  Man  and  Man 
is  manag'd  by  CoUufton  and  Deceit,  in  as  high  a  Meafure:  So 
that  the  Compofition  might  have  been  as  well  prepared  for 
Human  Nature.  Are  we  not  falfe  in  our  pretended  Civilities, 
£)rmal  Complements  and  Re(pe£ts;  in  our  Confidences,  and  in 
our  Profeflions  ?  Arc  we  not  falfe  in  promifing,  and  break- 
ing ?  Is  not  he  tlmt  robs  me  of  my  good  Name,  a  more  abo- 
minable Cheat  than  he  that  couzens  me  of  a  Yard  of  Damaflc? 
Is  not  he  that  betrays  me  in  his  Arms,  a  more  deteftable 
Wretch,  than  he  that  contents  himfelf  in  the  Way  of  his 
Trade  to  pick  my  Pocket  ?  Without  any  more  Words,  wc 
are  all  Jugglers  in  fome  Kind,or  in  fome  Degree  or  other.  But 
there's  this  to  be  faid  for't  yet,  that  we  play  foul  by  Confent* 
We  couzen  in  our  Words,  and  in  our  A(^lions  ;  only  wc  are 
agreed  upon't,  that  fuch  and  fuch  Forms  of  Civility,  like  fome 
iidulterate  Coins,  (hall  pafs  current  for  fo  much.  A  fafhion* 
able  Impofture,  or  Hypocrify,  (hall  be  callM  good  Manners, 
and  fo  we  make  a  (hift  iri  fome  fort  to  legitimate  the  Abufe. 
In  Jutiter^^  appointing  thcfe  Frauds,  wc  read  the  Power  of  Hu- 
man Frailty,  that  difpofes  us  to  entertain  them:  For  we  arc 
alfe  enough  by  Nature^  without  any  ncvd  of  Prcfcription. 
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F  A  B.  1 84.    Jupfter  and  ^oiieffp^ 

MAN  was  made  in  foch  a  Hurry  (according  to 
the  Old  Fable)  that  Jupiter  had  forgotten  to  piit 
Modefty  into  the  Compofition^  among  his  other  AfFeiti- 
ons ;  and  finding  that  there  was  no  way  of  introducing 
it  afterwards,  Man  by  Man,  he  propofed  the  turning 
of  it  loofe  amopg  the  Multitude  :  Modefty  took  her 
ielf  at  firft  to  be  a  little  hardly  dealt  wittul,  but  in 
the  end,  came  over  to  agree  to'r,  upon  G)ndition  that 
Carnal  Love  might  npt  be  fuflfer*d  to  come  into  the  fame 
G>mpany  \  fop  where-revcr  that  comes,  lays  Ihe,  Vm 
gpnc 

The  Moral.  ' 

• 

Senfual  Lffoe  knows  neither  Bars  nor  Bctmds.  TFe  are  aB  natu- 
rally impudent ;  cnly  by  Cuftom^  and  Fig-Uaves^  we  have  heen 
tat^bt  to  dijguife  the  Mattery  and  (ook  demur efy ;  aiul  thafs 
it  which  we  call  Modejly. 

REFLECTION. 

THE  cxtravj^nt  Heats  and  Tranfports  of  Lovers,  and  Vo- 
luptuaries, t^e  away  all  Shame.  This  F^tble  hints  to  us  the 
wild  Extravagances  of  an  unbridled  Appetite,  and  that  till 
that  Devil  be  hid,  there  can  be  no  Thought  of  lodging  Ciznur/ 
Lffot  and  Modefiy  under  the  feme  Roof.  Jupiier^s  forgetting 
Medtfty  in  the  v^mpofition  of  Man,  intimates  the  Difficulty  of 
admitting  it,  till  Flefh  and  Blood  has  done  the  friendly  Office 
towards  the  Peopling  of  the  World ;  for  there's  hardly  any 
Place  for  Counfel,  till  thefe  Heats  are  in  feme  meafure  taken 
off;  and  it  is  no  wonder,  that  when  Love  comes  to  be  without 
Reafon,  tt(hould  be  Mijthout  Modefty  too;  for  when  'tis  once 
paft  Government y  it  is  confequcntly  pafl  Shame,  When  Our 
Corruptions,  in  6ne,  are  ftrong,  and  our  Underibndings 
weak,  we  are  apter  to  hearken  to  the  Motions  o\  the  Blood, 
mid  to  the  vain  Imaginations  of  a  depraved  Aft'e^ion,  than  to 
the  dry  Dodrine$  and  Precepts  of  Authority  and  Virtue. 

Th)s  Difficulty  of  keeping  youi^  and  hot  Blood  in  Order, 
does  tnightily  enforce  the  Ncceffity  of  an  early  Care  for  the 
Training  up  of  Children,  and  giving  them*  a  Tinfture,  before 
it  be  too  late,  of  thofe  Do£lriues  and  Principles,    by  which 
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they  arc  afterward  to  govern  the  whole  Frame  tf  their  Lives. 
For  in  their  tender  Years  th^are  more  fufc^ptible  of  profitable 
and  virtuous  Impreffions,  than  afterwards^  wheii  they  come  to 
be  follicited  by  ^  Impulfe  of  common  and  yu|gar  Indinar' 
tions.  They  ihould,  in  truth,  be  jcept  out  of  Diflance,  of 
either  feeing  or  hearing  ill  Examples ;  cfycdzWj  in  an  Age  thait 
is  govern'd  more  by  Precedent  than  by  Reafon. 


«•. 


F  A  B.  1 8  5.   3upfter's  (Stxeliliittg^ 

WHen  the  Toy  had  once  taken  'Jupiter  in  the  Hea4 
to  enter  into  a  State  of  Matrimc^y,  fife  nefolvM, 
For  the  Honour  of  his  celeftial  Lady,  that  the  wholp 
World  (hould  keep  a  Fejirual  upon  the  Cjay  of  his  Mar- 
riage, and  fp  invited  all  living  Creatures,  Tirf ,  Rag^ 
and  Bob-tail^  to  the  Solemnity  of  .the  Wedding.  They 
all  came  in  very  good  Time,  Having  only  the  T(9rUiJi 
Jupiter  told  him  *twasi  ill  done  to  make  the  Company 
Stay,  and  askVl  him,  Wliy  fo  late  ?  Why  truly,  Jtys 
the  Torioife,  I  was  at  Home,  at  my  own  Houfe,  my 
dearly  beloved  I^oufe,  and  [Home  is  Home  lei  it  be  never 
fo  boTnefy.]  Jupiter  took  it  very  ill  at  his  Hands,  that 
he  fhcxild  think  himfelf  better  in  a  Ditch,  than  in 
a  Palace,  and  fo  he  pals*d  this  Judgment  upon  him  ; 
that  fince  he  would  not  be  perfuadcd  to  come  out  pf  his 
Poufe  upon  that  Occafion,  he  Ihould  never  ftir  abroad 
^gain  from  that  Pay  forward,  without  his  Houfe  upon 
his  Head 

The  MoR  AL. 

^here's  a  Retreat  ofSkth  and  AffeSfioUy  as  well  as  oKhoice  ani 
Virtue  :  and  a  Beggar  may  be  as protui,  and  as  liaffy  tog  m4 
Cottagey  as  ^  Prince  in  a  Palace. 

REFLECTION. 

W  E  arc  to  learn  from  hence  (lays  the  old  Moral)  thai 
there's  no  trifling,  dallying,  or  delaying  with  Men  in  Power : 
Aod  that  Contentment  in  a  mean  Condition  at  Home,  b 
beyond  all  the  luxurious  Treats  in  the  World,  abroad,  with 
t^omp  and  Envy.  The  Danger  of  trifling  with  great  Men 
fk)es  not  come  up,  methinks,  to  the  full  Force  and  Intent 
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)f  this  Fable,  Vrbich  feems  rather  to  fet  forth  the  Miftafces  rf 
impotrrit  Greatnefs,  in  misjudging  the  Teft  and  Standard  of 
liuman  Happinefs.  WhatS  a  voluptuous  Dinner,  and  the 
Frothy  Vanity  of  Difcourfe  that  coftimonly  attends  thcfe  pom- 
pous Entertainments  ?  What  is  it  but  a  Mortification,  to  a 
Man  of  Senfe  and  Virtaes,  to  fpendhis  time  among  People  tJiafr 
uke  Good  for  Evil,  and  punifli  where  they  (hould  reward,  and 
reward  where  they  ibould  punifh  ?  The  Tortoifi  was  forbidden 
the  Court ;  that  is  to  fay^  he  was  banifh'd  from  the  Sight  of 
rain,  wicked,  and  unprofitable  Examples,  Jupiter  gave  the 
Tortoift  the  Honour  of  an  Invitation,  but  that  Honour  was 
yet  to  the  poor  Tonoijj^z  Lofs ;  for  he  that's  tranfported  out 
of  bis  Nature,  and  out  of  his  Element,  let  the  Change  be  what 
it  will,  is  a  Lofer  by  the  Bargain.  A  plain,  and  a  homely 
Home,  with  Competency  and  Content,  is  beyond  all  the  Pa- 
hces  under  the  Heavens ;  the  Pomp,  the  Plenty,  and  the  Plea^ 
fures  of  them  over  and  above.  To  fay  nothing  of  the  Surfeits 
that  are  gotten  by  Excefles  of  eating  and  drinking ;  the  rel- 
iefs Nights,  factious  Emulations,  Feuds,  and  Difgufts  thai 
attend  them :  Befides  the  Slavery  of  being  ty'd  up  to  other 
Peoples  Hours,  Meals,  and  Fafhions.  He  that  haat  no  Am- 
bition, is  happy  in  a  Cell,  or  i(i  a  Cottage ;  whereas  the  ^^ 
bitious  Man  is,  mi(erable,  even  upon  a  Throne.  He  th^t  thinks 
he  has  not  enough,  wants,  and  he  that  wants  is  a  Beggar, 

The  Tortoifi  came  late,  for  he  came  unwillingly,  which  ib* 
the  Cafe  of  many  a  worthy  Man  that  facrifices  his  Peace  t^ 
Formalities  of  Compkment  and  good  Manners.  Jupiur  toolc 
Snuff  at  the  Contempt,  and  punjfh'd  him  for*t^  And  what 
Vras  the  Punifhment  ?  He  fent  him  Home  again^  Thdt  is  to 
iay,  he  remanded  him  to  his  Lot,  and  to  his  Choice.  Such^ 
in  (hort,  is  the  Felicity  of  a  moderate,  and  a  fleady  Mmd, 
that  all  Comforts  are  wrapt  up  in't ;  for  Providence  turns  the 
very  Punifhment  of  a  good  Man,  into  an  Equivalence  to  a  Re- 
W2(rd,  by  improving  that  to  his  Advantage,  which  was  intend- 
ed fbr  his  Ruin  i  and  making  the  Tortoife^s  Banilhment  a  Blef- 
fmg  to  him. 

Fa  B.  186.    A  moit  and  a  ®0erp» 

AfFblf  that  lay  licking  of  his  Wounds,  and  ex- 
tremely faint  and  ill  upon  the  Biting  of  a  Dog, 
call'd  out  to  a  Sheep  that  was  pafling  by.  Hark  ye 
Friend  (lays  he)  if  thou  woulcUl  but  help  me  to  a  Scup 
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of  Water  out  of  that  fame  Brook  there,  I  could  make 
a  Shift  to  get  myiUf  fomewhat  to  eat.  Yes,  j&ys  dia 
Sbeepj  I  make  no  doubt  on*t ;  but  when  I  bring  ye 
Drink,  my  Carcafe  fhall  fervc  ye  for  Meat  to't. 

The  Moral. 

fi  is  a  Charitable  and  Cbrijfian  Office  to  relieve  the  Poor  and  the 
Diftrejfedy  but  this  Duty  dees  not  extend  tojlurdy  Beggars^ 
that  while  they  are  receiving  Jims  with  one  Handy  are  readj 
to  bfot  OHt  a  Man^s  Brains  with  the  other. 

REFLECTION. 

THAT  Sheep  has  a  bleffcd  Time  on't  th^t  rum  on  a  IFolf$ 
Errand :  But  jEf(^*s  Sheep  have  niorc  Wit,  I  perceive,  than 
many  of  our  ifemeftick  Innocents.  'Tis  a  Court  Mafter-r 
Piece,  to  draw  Cheftiuts  out  of  the  Fire  with  other  Peoplq 
Fingers ;  and  to  compkment  a  Man  into  a  Poft  of  Honouri 
a  Purpofe  to  have  him  biock'd  o'th'  Head  in't :  Now  the  Sheef^i 
Cafe  in  the  Fable,  is  but  an  every. Day's  Cafe  in  the  World  i 
when  People  are  divided  betwixt  Charity  and  Difcretion,  how 
far  to  go,  and  where  to  ftop.  In  Offices  of  this  doubtful  Qtuh 
lity,  we  have  only  this  general  Rule  to  walk  by,  that  when 
we  have  to  do  with  known  TFoheSy  we  know  likewife  that 
they  are  not  to  be  confided  in.  But  this  ffolf^  (I  mufl  con- 
fefs;  with  a  Lamb^skin  over  his  Shoulders^  might  have  paft 
Mi^r  for  a  Gofpeller  in  Sheep*s  cloathingi  which  would  lave 
made  it  a  more  dangerous  Impofture.  We  are  to  gather  from 
hence,  that  there's  no  trufling  to  the  feir  Words  and  Ap^ 
pearances  of  a  falfe  arid  malicious  Enemy ;  for  their  very 
ICihdnefles  are  ho  better  than  Snares.  Treachery  is  a  kind  of 
Lay  Hypocrifyy  and  they  are  equally  odious  both  to  God  and 
Man,  over  and  abov^  the  corrupting  of  our  Mamiers ;  the  har- 
dening of  our  Hearts  ;  the  difTolvjng  of  all  the  Bonds  of  Faith, 
Confidence,  and  Society,  and  the  exti|iguifjiing  of  good  Na- 
ture itfdf :  And  all  this  in  our  own  Defence  too. 


Fab.  187.    5)are£(5  lFore0,  and  €affle0^ 

THere  goes  an  old  Story  of  a  bloody  War  betwixt 
the  Hares  and  the  Eagles  •,  and  the  Hares  would 
fain  have  drawn  the  Foxes  into  their  Alliance  ;  but  very 
fcuJdy  and  civilly  they  gave  them  this  Anfwcr,  That 

they 
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they  would  ferve  them  with  all  their  Hearts,  if  they 
did  not  pcrfedUy  underftand  both  the  Hares  thcmfdves, 
and  the  Encfny  they  were  to  cope  withal. 

The  Moral. 

Tker/s  no  entring  into  any  LeagtUj  without  well  exanumng  tbo. 
Faith  anJ  Strength  of  the  Parties  ia^t. 

REFLECTION. 

'TIS  a  Folly,  to  the  higheft  Degroe,  for  Men  to  run  the 
Rifque  of  their  Lives  and  Fortunes,  by  entering  into  Leaguies 
with  the  weak,  s^inft  an  Adverfary  that  is  manifeftly  too 
ftrong  for  them  both.  Tis  hazardous  to  contraA  unequal 
Friendfhips  and  Alliances,  and  there's  an  Inequality  of  Difpo- 
fition  and  Humour,  as  well  as  of  Po^tr.  The  falfe  are  as 
dangerous  as  the  fearful  :  Only  with  this  Difieience,  that 
the  one  will  not  do  a  Man  hurt,  and  the  other  can  do  him  no 
good.  The  ft»d  of  Leagues  is  common  Affiftance  and  De» 
fence ;  and  he  that  joins  Intereft  with  thofe  that  cannot  help 
him,  fiands  as  fingle  as  he  did  before ;  which  deftroys  the  End 
of  a  common  Union ;  for  where  there's  no  Hope  of  a  Reci-> 
procal  Aid,  there  can  be  no  Reafon  for  the  mutual  Obligation ; 
and  it  is  the  fame  Thing  in  Bus'nefs,  Counfel,  and  Com- 
merce, that  it  is  in  Arms  and  Force.  The  Cafe  of  the  Hares 
and  Foxes  in  a  Confederacy  againft  the  Eagles^  is  a  common 
Cafe  betwixt  Kingdoms  and  Common-wealths, 


Fab.  1 88.    An  ant  formerly  a  ^am 

THE  Anty  pr  Pi/mi  re ^  was  formerly  a  Husband-man^ 
that  fccretly  filch'd  away  his  Neiglibour's  Goods 
and  Corn,  and  rfor'd  all  up  in  his  own  Bam.  He  drew 
a  gqieral  Curie  upon  his  Head  for*r,  and  Jupiter  as  a 
Punifhment,  and  for  the  Credit  of  Mankind,  turn'J 
him  into  a  Pifmire  -,  but  this  Change  of  Shape  wrought 
no  Alteration,  either  of  Mind,  or  of  Manners  \  for  lie 
keeps  the  iamc  Humour  and  Nature  to  this  very  Day. 

The  Moral.  . 

That  which  fome  caU  good  Husbandry  ^  Indujfry  and  PrevQence^ 
others  (all  liaii^g.  Avarice  ^  and  Opprejftm:  So  that  the  Virtue 
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and  the  Viee^  in  mmf  Ca^s,  are  horJly  di/NnpisJlmkb  ha  if 
the  Name. 

REFLECTION. 

WHEN  vicious  Inclinatloiis  are  brought  once,  by  Cuftom 
^nd  PraJaicc,  to  be  habitual  the  Evil  is  D^fpcrate^  for  Na- 
ture will  be  ftill  true  to  herfclf,  throwgh  all  Forms  and  Dif- 
guifcs.  And  Cujfom  is  z/econd  Nature.  By  the  Poetical  Fic- 
tions of  Men  turn'd  into  the$iape  of  BeaRs  and  Infedas  we 
lire  given  to  «ftderftand  that  they  do  eiiedually  make  Ibetn- 
felves  fo,  when  th^  degenerate  fx^tn  the  Dignity  of  their 
Kind :  So  that  th?  Metoffforph^  is  i|i  their  Mluincrs^  not  in 
their  Figure.  When  a  reefonable  Scail  defcetids  to  keep  Com- 
pany in  the  Dirt  with  jfntt  and  Beetles^  and  to  abakkdon  th< 
whole  Man  to  the  SeAfuality  of  brutal  Satis&ftionsi  he  forfeit) 
his  Peerage^  and  the  very  Privilege  of  his  Character  and.Oci-i 
tion ;  for  he's  no  longer  a  Man^  that  gives  himfelf  wholly  up 
to  the  Works  of  ^  Btaji.  Only  one  Word  ts^^  now,  upoo 
the  Judgment  that  befei  the  Huihanimen^  which  bids  us  )ttv< 
'^  Care  of  Avarice,  Rapine  and  Oppreffion;  for  th^  Curie  of 
Heaven  attends  them. 


Fa  b.  189.     CtQ^JClfCCSi  by  the  €tea*(i|ie^ 

A  Company  of  People  tliat  were  walking  iq[>on  the 
Shore,  law  fomewhat  come  hulling  toward  them 
a  great  Way  off  -^t  Sea.  They  took  it  at  firft  for  a  Ship, 
and  as  it  came  nearer,  for  a  Boat  only  ;  but  it  provM 
at  laft  to  be  no  more  than  a  Float  of  Weeds  and  Rufhes : 
Whereupon  they  made  this  Refledion  wijthin .  them-r 
felves,  h'^e  have  hem  waiting  here  for  a  mighty  Bkfmfs^ 
that  comes  al  laft  to  hejuft  nothing. 

The  Moral. 

ff^e  fancy  Things  to  he  Greater  or  Lefs  at  a  Dijjtance^  aceorUng  fO: 
our  Inter ejl  or  Inclination  to  have  them  either  the  One  9r  the 
Other. 

REFLECTION. 

THE  Doftrine  of  this  Fable  is  held  forth  lo  us  in  a  thou- 
fand  Cafes  of  Curiofity,  Novelty,  ^c.  We  make  a  wonderful 

Matter, 
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itter  of  Things  at  a  dift^noc,  that  fignify  little  or  notfaii^ 
ill,  nearer  hand.  And  wc  are  as  inuch  imposM  upon  in  tfap 
>fpeft  of  our  Hopes  and  Fears :  The  Dangers  and  the  Blef- 
gs  that  wc  either  dread,  or  propofe  to  ourfelvcs,  look  a 
at  deal  Bigger  afar  off,  than  in  effcft  they  arc,  And 
lat's  the  Myttery  of  all  this  now,  but  that  we  judge;  of  thijigs 

faHb  Images  and  Appearances,  without  cntring  into  the 
le  State  and  Reafon  of  them?  So  that  at  this  Rate,  we  di- 
le  our  Lives  betwixt  flattering  Allufion^  and  reftlefs  Ap- 
shenfions ;  never  at  Eafe,  either  on  the  one  (ide,  or  on  the 
icr.  The  Mifchief  is,  that  we  are  over  foUicitous  about 
alters  that  are  out  of  our  Power,  and  Star-gazing  after  Pu- 
rities ;  when,  in  truth,  our  Bus'neis  lies  juft  under  our  Nofes  i 
It  is  to  (ay,  in  the  Attending,  and  Improving  of  prefent 
pportunities.  In  few  Words,  a  wife  lAzn  counts  his  very 
inutcs ;  he  lets  no  Time  flip  him ;  for  Time  is  Life :  which 

makes  long,  by  the  good  Husbandry  of  a  r^ht  Ufe  and 
pplication  of  it,  from  one  Nfoment  to  another.  This  i^ 
IT  yet  to  exclude  the  Providence  of  tracing  Premifles  int6 
oofequences,  or  Cauics  into  their  Efleds,  but  to  caution  us 
>t  to  kx>k  at  the  wrong  End  of  the  Glafs ;  and  fo  invert  the 
rofpeA.  We  fee  things  at  hand,  as  they  really  are,  but  at  a 
flance,  only  as  th^y  feem  to  be :  Patience  and  Confideration 
ill  fet  us  right  in  our  Judgments  and  in  our  Meafures.  ^  It 
much  thereabouts  with  the  common  People  too,  in  the  A&t* 
T  of  gemote  Grievances.  They  repr^cnt,  and  fancy  to 
lemfelves.  Hell,  Slavery,  aiid  D^mivition  at  a  Diftance,  in 
kany  a  Cafe,  which  at  hand  fignifies  not  fo  much  as  a  Flea- 
iting. 


F  A  B.  190.    A  CaifB  afgt  and  a  Came. 

A  S  a  TaTne  Jfs  was  airing  himfelf  in  a  pleaiont  Mca- 
tJL  dow,  with  a  Coat  and  Carcafe  in  very  good 
^i^r,  up  comes  a  JVild  one  to  him  from  the  next 
JVood,  with  this  (hort  Greeting.  Brbther  (lays  he)  / 
nvy  your  Happine[s\  and  fo  he  left  him :  It  was  his 
lap  fome  (hort  time  after  this  Encounter,  to  fee  his 
Xame  Brother  groaning  under  an  unmerciful  Pack,  and 
\  Fellow  at  his  Heels  gpatling  him  fbrwani  He  rounds 
lim  in  the  Ear  upon':,  and  whilpc-rs  lym.  My  Friend 
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(lays  he)  ymr  Ctmdiiitm  is  not^  I  perceive^  what  luok  it 
to  be^  far  a  Body  tmtf  httj  Gold  too  dear:  And  I  ammtfm 
furdbafitg  good  Looks  and  Provender  at  this  Jiate, 

The  Moral. 

Betwixt  Envj  and  Ingratitude  ^  wi  make  marfehei  iunae  mifi* 
rable  \  out  9f  an  Opimm^  firft^  tbat  our  Neigbimr  bai  tm 
mueh  i  and  fecandhf^  tbat  we  ourfehes  have  too  littU^ 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  is  (o  caution  us  s^nft  running  the  Rifque  of  Di^ 
appointments  that  are  groater  than  the  prefcnt  Inconvcnieft- 
cies ;  and  where  the  Miferv  and  Hauud  does  more  thu 
countervail  the  Benefit. 

In  the  FaUeof  the  Hfrfi  and  the  Afs  {Nmab.  38J  (he  Jfi 
finds  himfelf  miftaken  in  his  Opinion,  both  of  tbeFeundatiai 
of  Happinefs,  and  of  the  Subility  of  it.     His  Miflake  in  thii^ 
looks  another  way ;  for  he  took  his  Brother  to  be  happy  whet 
he  ^*as  not  (o ;  e%'en  according  to  his  own  Standard :  out  we 
are  tco  apt  to  think  other  People  more  happy,  and  ourfelvci 
le^s,  than  in  Truth  they,  or  we  are :   Which  £ivojun  of  a 
\Ialevolencc  on  the  one  H^nd,  and  an  Ii^radtude  on  the  Or 
tlier.    Nay,  it  £dls  out  many  times,  that  the  Envious  Peribni 
are  rather  to  be  Envy'd  of  the  two.     What  had  thit/yUdJJi 
here  to  complain  of,  or   the  Tame  one  to  be  envy'd  for? 
The  former  was  but  in  the  Plight  tJiat  fflld  jtffes  ufusUy  aiei 
and  in  Truth  ought  to  be.     When  th^  aire  in  the  Woods  tbcj 
arc  at  Home,  and  a  Foreft-Life,  to  them,  is  but  accordifl| 
to  Nature.     As  to  the  State  and  Rudene&  of  his  Body,  'tis 
hut  anfwerable  to  the  Condition  of  his  Lot.     The  Tame  Aft^ 
'tis  true,  was  better  fed,  but  then  he  was  harder  wrought, 
and  in  the  carrying  of  Packs,  he  did  but  fcrv^  Mankind  in 
the  Trade  that  Providence  had  affign'd  him ;  for  he  was  made 
for  Burdens.     *Tis  a  fine  Thing  to  be  fat  and  fmooth;  but 
'tis  a  finer  Thing  to  live  at  Liberty  and  Eafc. 

^o  fpeak  properly,  and  to  the  Point,  there's  no  fuch  thing 
as  Happinefs  or  Mifery  in  this  World  (commonlv  fo  reputed) 
but  by  Comparifon ;  neither  is  there  any  Man  fb  mifeiabk, 
as  not  to  be  happy,  or  fo  happy,  as  not  to  be  miferable,  in 
fome  refpect  or  other :  Only  we  are  apt  to  envy  our  Ne^h- 
hours  the  Poflcffion  of  thofe  Advantages  that  we  want,  with- 
out ever  giving  Thanks  for  the  Blef&ngs  that  they  want,  and 
we  ourfelves  enjoy.      Now  this  Mixture  in  the  Diifaribu- 
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lions  of  Providence,  duly  confider'd,  ierves  to  make  us  eafy,  as 
irell  as  neceflary  one  to  ahothef ;  and  ib  to  unite  us  in  a , 
Coniiftence  both  of  Friendihi(if  and  of  Civil  Convenience :  * 
For  it  is  no  lefs  requifite  to  maintilin  a  Truck  in  the  Matter  of 
moral  Offices,  and  natural  Faculties,  than  in  the  common 
Bufinefi  of  N^otiation  and  Commerce;  and  human  Society 
:in  no  more  fubfif^  without  the  one,  than  without  the  other. 
One  Man  furiiiflies  Brains,  another  Mon^,  a  third  Power, 
Credit,  Mediation,  Intelligence,  Advice,  Labour,  Induftry : 
[to  (ay  nothing  of  a  Thoufand  other  Inftances  reducible  to 
th»  Head)  (b  that  the  Rule  bf  Communication  hokb  as  well 
betwixt  Man  and  Man,  as  betwixt  Country  and  Cbuntry  ; 
irfaat  one  has  not,  another  has,  and  there  is  not  that  Man 
living,  but  in  fome  Cafe  or  other,  ftands  in  need  of  his 
N^e^bour.  Take  awsr^  this  Correfpondence,  and  the  very 
Frame  of  all  political  Bodies  drops  to  Pieces.  Every  thing  is 
beft,  in  fine,  as  God  has  made  it,  and  where  God  has  plac'd  it. 
rhe  Tame  Afs  wrought  hard  for  his  Jim  Coat^  and  the  IVild 
Nie  fund  hardy  to  ballance  the  Comfort  of  his  Fradom. 


F  A  B.  1 9 1  •    aiTejS  to  Jupftm 

^TTVHE  j^s  found  themfelvcs  once  fo  intolerably  op- 
X  prefled  with  cruel  Mafters  and  heavy  Burdens, 
diat  they  fent  their  Ambafladors  to  Jufiter^  with  a  Pe- 
dtion  fiv  Redreis.  Jupiter  found  the  Reaueft  unrea- 
Iboable,  and  fb  gave  them  this  Anfwer,  That  Human 
Society  could  not  be  preferv*d  without  carrving  Bur- 
icns  fome  way  or  other :  So  that  if  they  woula  but  join, 
ind  pifi  up  a  River,  that  the  Burdens  which  they  now 
::anied  by  Land  might  be  carried  by  Water,  they  fhould 
52  cai^d  of  that  Grievance.  This  fet  them  all  a  pifling 
jnmediately,  and  the  Humour  is  kept  up  to  this  very 
Day,  that  whenever  one  Afs  pilTes,  the  reft  piis  for 
u)mpaiiy. 

The  Moral. 

Tis  the  uttermoft  degree  of  Medmfs  and  Folly^  to  Jfpeitl  frm 
Previdence  and  Nature. 


RE' 
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RfeFLECTIONi 

THE  Decrec&aiid  Appountmfcnts of  Hesn^en  art  unchangD^ 
dble,  »nd  there's  nocxHitending.  How  manv  Pppiihy  Counter- 
parts of  tlie  Affcs  Petitkn  to  Juplurkr  Rcdi^  o^  (jrkvaiicc^ 
have  we  liv'd  to  fee  within  oirr  own  Mtnfory,  and  ^  for 
Things,  not  only  unreafonaUe,  but  u^dly  impoffible.  We 
read  however  in  the  Anfwefi  the  Qualky  and  the  Reproach  of 
the  Prayer,  i^hich  is  granted  upoa  Conditioos  as  impraftica- 
hlc,  as  the  Thing  defipd  is  ridkukHu^ 

The  Jjjhs  are  here  complaming  (afifcp  the  way  of  the  Mh 
bile)  io)c  being  put  to  the  very  life  aad  Bufiaefe  tbcj  were 
laadc  for ;  as  if  it  were  Cruelty  and  Oppreffion  to  cnploj^ 
the  necciUiry  Means,  which  God  and  Nature  has  gi vea  us^  for 
the  attaining  of  nctfeflary  £nd^.  If  we  confound  tik^mruJi 
Lower,  the  World  is  a  Cha9$  again,  and  a  LeveL  Is  net 
a  Labourer  as  much  a  Tool  of  Providence  as  the  Maftar-Buil^ 
cter  T  Are  not  the  meaneft  Artificers  of  the  £ime  Liilitutiaif 
with  Minifters  of  Counfel  and  State?  The  Head  can  no  more 
be  without  the  Body,  than  the  Body  without  the  Head;  and 
neither  of  them  without  Hands  and  Feet  to  defend,  and  pro* 
vide,  both  for  the  one,  and  for  the  other.  Government  can 
no  more  fubfift  without  Subjection,  fh^h  the  Multitude  can 
ajree  without  Government :  And  the  Duty  of  Ob^iitt  is 
no  lefs  of  Divine  ^pointment,  than  the  Authority  oT  C&l- 
manding. 

Here  s  a  Petition  to  yupiter^  in  Truth,  againft  himfitf *;  and 
in  the  Moral,  a  Complaint  to  God  ag;iin  Providence;  ai  if 
the  Harmony  of  Nature,  and  of  the  Worldj  the  Order  of 
Men,  Things,  and  Bus'nefs,  were  to  bp  enbroilM,  diflUy'd, 
or  altered,  for  the  Sake  of  fo  many  ^4ffes,  What  would  ht^ 
come  of  the  Univerfc  if  there  were  not  Servarits  as  well  asMa- 
itcrs?  Bcaib  to  draw,  and  carry  Burdens^  as  well  as  Burdens 
to  be  drawn  and  carry'd  ?  If  there  were  not  InftruOients  for 
Drudgery,  as  well  as  Offices  oF  Drudgery :  If  there  were  not 
People  to  receive  and  execute  Orders,  as  well  as  Others  to 
gjvc  and  authorize  them?  The  Demand,  in  fine,  is  unnatu- 
laU  and  conrcqucntly  both  weak  and  wicked;  and.  it  is  like- 
-wife  as  vain,  and  unreafoiiable,  to  ask  a  Thing  that  is  trfiolly 
Inipoifiblc.  But  'tis  the  Petition  oi  an  Jfi  at  lall,  which  kcq>$ 
up  the  Coiigruity  of  the  Moral  to  the  Fable. 

The  Ground  of  the  Rcqucft,  is  the  Ficflion  of  a  Complaint, 
by  rcafoii  of  intolerable  Burdens.  Now  we  have  Grievances 
to  the  Lite,  as  well  as  in  Fancy ;  and  Jjfa  in  iPl^h  and  Bleed' 
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tod,  and  ia  PraSlicA  as  -wAX  as  la  EmUenu  We  have  Hnds, 
in  S^ifty^  as  well  at  in  tb&flMj.  and  in  the  Fere/b-,  and  vc 
l|gv«  £yigliftf  too,  as  wtUa9  Acadian  Qmefuances^  What! 
(crie$  the  Multitude}  are  not  our  Bodies  of  the  fame  Clay, 
smd  our.  Souls  of  the  fame  Pivine  Infpiration  with,  ouji  IV^ 
fleis?  Under  theie  Amufements^  the  common  People  put  up 
h  many  Appeals.  tp-Heaven>  from  the  Powers  and  Commandk 
oC  ttieiis  la^nful  Superiors,  under  the  Obloquy  of  Oppreflbrs  ; 
and  whatbetter  AnAver.  can  be  retturn'd  to  all  their  clamorous 
Impoctuoj  ties,,  than  this  of  Jupiter?  Which  moft  empbatical- 
\f  fets  forth  the  Neo^EBity  of  difcharging  the  JJfes  Part ;  and 
tbfc  Vanity  of  proppfing  to  have  it  done  any  other  way.  Aa 
wdio  Sipuld  &y,  the  Bus*ne(s  of  Human  Nature  muft  be  done. 
Lay  your  Ifeids  together,  and  if  you  can  find  any  way  for  the 
4oiiig  it,  without  one  fort  of  People  under  another,  you  ihall 
lave  your  Asking.  But  for  a  Conduiion,  He  that's  bora  to 
workr  is  out  of  his  Place  and  Element  when  h^'s  idle. 

m 

Fab.  192.    An  3flB(  and  the  ^roffig^ 

AN  ^  liink  down  into  a  Bog  among  a  Shoal  of  ir^^/, 
widi  a  Burden  of  Wood  upon  his  Back,  and  there 
be  Jar,  fig^ingand  groaning  as  it  bis  Heart  would  hroik: 
Hark  ye  Friend  (Sys  one  of  the  Erqgs  to  him,  if  you 
make  luch  a  Bus*nds  of  a  ^tfagmircy  when  you  are  but 
juDi  &U'n  into'r,  what  would  yoa  di  I  wx>rider,  if  yoir 
bad  been  here  as  long  as  we  have  beea? 

The  Mob  a  l. 

€lujlmi  makes  Things  familiar  arid  eajy  to  tu\  but  every  thing  if 
kefi  yei.  injts  own  Element, 

REFLECTION. 

NATURE  has  afEen'd  every  Crejiturc  its  proper  Place 
and  Station :  And  an  jys  in  a  Bog  is  out  of  his  Element,  and 
out  of  his  Province*  Tlie  FaUe  itTelf  has  not.  much  in't ;  but 
it  may  ferve  to  teach  us  in  the  Moral,  that  it  is  a  high  Point  of 
Honour,  and  Chriftianity,  to  bear  Miifortuncs,  with  Refolu- 
tion  and  G>nftancy  of  Mind :  And  that  Steddinefs  is  a  Point 
of PnidmcOy  as wellas  of  Cbun^;  forP^plc  are  the-ligfiter 
aad  tilMafierfi^lLtk  But  it. was  an>^«  wefre^  thai  complain  d, 

and 
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and  (if  a  Bodjr  may  phy  the  Fbol  with  him)  he  w^  but  afl 
Afi  for  complaining :  Firft,  of  whiit  he  could  not  help;  and 
Secondly,  to  be  never  the  better  for't.  'Tis  lurith  a  Man  in  a 
Jayl,  ihuch  at  the  Rate  as  it  was  ulrith  this  jf/s  in  the  Bi^^ 
He's  fallen  and  out  of  huiftour  at  hi^  firft  coming  in ;  the 
Prifoners  gather  about  him,  and  there  he  tells  *em  his  Caft 
over  and  over  I  warrant  ye.  Some  make  Sport  with  him  ; 
others  pity  him,  and  this  is  the  Ttade  they  drive  fof  the  firft 
four  or  five  Days  perhaps ;  but  fo  fbon  as  the  Qtialfti  is  over, 
the  Man  comes  to  himfelf  again ;  makes  meny  with  his  Com- 
panions,  and  fince  he  cannot  be  in  his  own  Houfe,  he 
reckons  himfelf  as  good  as  at  Home  in  the  very  Prifon.  T» 
the  fame  Thing  with  a  Bird  in  a  Cage ;  when  fhe  has  fluttered 
her  (elf  a  weary,  fhe  fits  down  and  fings.  This  'tis  to  bt 
wonted  to  a  Thing.  And  were  it  not  a  Scandal  now,  if 
Philofophy  (hould  not  do  as  much  tvith  us  as  Cuflom,  without 
leaving  it  to  Neceffity  to  do  the  Office  of  Virtue.  It  might 
be  adde^o  this  Moral,  that  what's  Natural  to  one,  nuy  be 
grievous  to  another.  The  Frogs  would  have  been  as  much  af 
zLofsin  the StaiUj  as  the  ^  was  in  the  j3^. 


Fa  B.  193.   A  ©aul'D  9fis  and  Eatien^ 

As  an  yffs  with  a  galJ^d  Back  was  feeding  in  a  Mca-* 
dow,  a  Raven  pitch'd  upon  him,  and  there  fate, 
jobbing  of  the  Sore.  The  yys  fell  a  frifking  and  bray- 
ing upon't ;  which  fet  a  Groom,  that  faw  it  at  a  £K- 
fbnce,  a  laughing  at  it.  Well !  (fays  a  fFolf  that  was 
pafTmg  by)  to  fee  the  injuftice  of  the  World  now !  A 
poor  If^oif  in  that  Raven's  Place,  would  have  been  pcr- 
lecuted,  and  hunted  to  Death  prefendy  ;  and  'tis  made 
only  a  laughing  Matter,  for  a  Ran)en  to  do  the  fimc 
Thing  that  would  have  cofl  a  IVolf  his  Life. 

The  Moral, 

One  Man  may  better  Jieal  a  Horffy  than  another  look  over  the 
Jiidge. 

« 

REFLECTION. 

THE  fame  Thing  in  one  Perfon  or  Refpe^t,  is  not  ahra^ 

the  &me  Thing  in  another :  The  Groom's  grianiw  at  the 
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Gambols  of  the  Afsy  tells  us  that  there  are  many  Cafes  that 
make  People  laugh  without  pleafing  theih,  as  when  the  Sur- 
prize, or  Caprice  of  tbihe  Fantaftical  Accident  happens  to 
ftrike  the  Fancy:  Nay,  a  Body  cannot  forbeal*  laughing fome- 
times,  when  he  is  yet  heartily  forry  for  the  thing  he  laughs 
at ;  which  is  in  Truth,  but  an  extravagant  Motion,  that  ne- 
ver comes  near  the  Heart  j  wherefore  the  /fWf  was  out  in  his 
Philofophy,  when  he  called  it  a  Laughing- matter  \  befides, 
that  he  (hould  have  diftinguifli^d  upon  the  Difpro^rtibn  be- 
twixt the  worrying  of  a  Wolf^  and  the  pecking  of  a  Raven ; 
That  is  to  fay,  betwixt  a  certain  Death  on  the  one  Hand,  and 
only  a  vexatious  Importunity  on  the  other.  The  Raven  uhder- 
ftood  what  fort  of  Spark  he  had  to  do  withal,  and  the  filly  ^ 
flood  preaching  to  himfelf  upon  the  Text  of  No  Remedy  but 
Patience. 


■ifci  »^  1 1 


Fa  B.  194*    A  Lpon,  ^%  and  jpor* 

AS  an  y^  and  a  Fox  were  together  upon  the  Ram^ 
ble^  a  Lyon  meets  him  by  the  Way.  The  Fox^s 
Heart  went  Pit-a-Pat ;  but  however,  to  make  the  beft 
of  a  bad  Game,  he  fets  a  good  Face  on%  and  up  he 
goes  to  the  Lyon ;  Sir,  fays  he,  I  am  Come  to  offer  your 
Majefty  a  piece  of  Service,  and  Pll  caft  my  felf  upon 
your  Honour  for  my  own  Security.  If  you  have  a  Mind 
to  my  Companion  the  Afs  here,  'tis  but  a  Word  ipeakT 
ing,  and  you  fliall  have  him  immediately.  Let  it  be 
done  then,  fays  the  Lyon.  So  the  Fox  trepann'd  the 
Afs  into  the  Toyl^  and  the  Lyon^  when  he  found  he  had 
him  fure,  began  with  the  Fox  himfelf,  and  after  that, 
for  his  fecond  G)urfe,  made  up  his  Meal  with  the 
other. 

The  Moral. 

JVe  love  the  Treafen^  but  we  hate  the  Traytor, 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  Fable  advifes  every  Mai)  in  Prudence  to  be  fure  of 
knowing  his  Company  before  he  embark  with  them  in  any 
great  &£itter  9  though  he  that  betrays  his  Companion,  has  the 
Fortune  commonly  to  be  betrayed  himfelf. 

P  Here's 
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Here's  the  Folly  of  the  Afs  in  Trufting  the  Tw  that  he 
to  be  a  treacherous  Companion  ;  and  liere*s  the  Knavi 
the  Fox  in  Betraying  the  Afs^  which  was  but  according 
Nature.  Now  this  docs  not  hinder  yet,  but  that  the  Lja, 
fcitcd  a  Point  of  Honour  in  the  worrying  of  him :  An 
Fiftion  throughout  is  but  the  Emblem  of  Things  that  a 
miliar  to  us  in  the  World.  Tlic  Lyon  might  have  bei 
'low'd  an  Avei-fion  to  the /!w  as  a  perfidious  Creature,  bi 
devouring  of  him  upon  thefe  Terms,  was  another  Trea 
in  himfelf.  There  may  be  this  faid  at  laft  for  the  Cong 
of  the  Fancy,  that  a  juft  and  generous  Lywi  would  not 
funk  (b  low  as  to  hold  any  Communication  with  a  Ar,  i 
JeTs  to  concert  with  him  in  his  falfe  Dealing.  But  thb 
was  meant  for  the  Figure  of  a  wicked  Governor,  confc 
upon  Frauds  with  wicked  Minlfters.  Now  if  he  had  fpar^) 
Afiy  for  his  Simplicity,  and  pinch'd  the  Fox  for  his  Pa 
the  Proceeding  might  have  had  fome  Semblance  of  a  gen 
Equity :  But  an  honourable  Mind  will  fcorn  to  makeadvaz 
of  a  treacherous  Inftrumcnt;  I'hat  is  to  iay,  by  aflentiiigt 
Treachery :  So  that  the  Moral  feems  to  carry  more  Font 
this  Biafs.  Upon  the  whole  Matter,  here's  the  fdly  Jtfsm 
for  the  Credulity  and  Folly  of  keeping  ill  Company.  Tk 
is  met  withal  in  his  own  Way,  for  breaking  the  Faith  of 
ciety ;  but  flill  thtfre  wants  fome  Judgment  methinks,  ft 
tend  the  Lion  j  for  he  that  encourages  one  Treafon,  doo 
only  pradife,  but  promote  another ;  and  lays  the  Foundi 
of  a  Do6h'ine,  that  will  come  home  to  himfelf  in  the  ( 
dufion.  When  a  Prince  fails  in  Point  of  Honour  and  I 
mm  Jidfticey  'tis  enough  to  flagger  his  PeopU  in  theii  i 
and  Allegiance.  But  the  Lion  here  in  the  FaUe  caoie  off 
ter  than  our  Political  Lions  ufually  do  in  the  ffirU. 


Fab.  195.     A  fpCll  and  a  ©tnallotru 

THere  was  a  foolifh  Hen  that  lat  brooding  upc 
Neft  of  Snake's  Eggs.  A  Swallow  that  oblem 
went  and  told  her  the  Dai^ger  on*r,  Litde  do  you  thi 
fays  fhe,  what  yoi;  at  this  Inflant  are  adoing,  aadl 
you  are  juft  now  hatching  your  own  DeftrudUoQi 
this  good  Office  will  be  your  Ruin*  ^ 
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The*  Moral. 

Th  the  hard  Fortune  of  many  a  good  natur^J  Man  U  breed  up 
a  Bird  to  pick  out  his  own  Eyes,  in  defpite  of  all  Cautions 
to  the  contrary. 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  is  the  Cafe  of  many  People  in  the  World,  that  fpend 
idr  Time  in  good  Offices  for  others,  to  the  utter  Ruin  of 
Kmfelves  :    And  there's  no  better  to  be  expefied  from  a 
ncked  Age,   and  an  ill-natur'd  People.     Th^  that  want 
osefight,  fhovU  do  well  to  hearken  to  good  Counfel.     He 
ut  thinks  to  oblige  hard-hearted  People  by  an  officious 
>nderne(s,  and  to  fare  the  better  himfelf  for  putting  it  into 
leir  Power  to  hurt  him,  will  find  only  ib  much  Time,  Pains, 
od  Good- will,  utterly  caft  away,  at  tne  Foot  of  his  Account. 
ris  gcxxl  however  to  hope,  and  to  prefume  the  beft^  provided 
Man  be  prqnr'd  for  the  worlL     The  Miftake  lies  in  this, 
lat  the  Charity  begins  abroad  that  ought  to  begin  at  home. 
*bev  that  cannot  fee  into  the  End  of  Things,  may  well  be 
:  a  Jofi  in  the  Reafon  of  them ;  and  a  well-meaning  Piety  is 
le  Deftru£Uon  of  many  an  honeft  Man,  that  fits  innocenthr 
rooding  upon  the  political  ProjeAs  of  other  People,  tfaougn 
ith  the  Heart  all  the  while,  of  a  Patriot,  and  a  true  Friend 
ft  the  Publick.     Tell  him  the  Confequences  of  Matters,  and 
lat  he  is  now  hatching  of  SerpentSy  not  of  Chickens :  A  mif- 
lided  2^eal  makes  him  deaf  and  blind  to  the  true  State  and  If- 
e  of  Things.     He  fits  his  Time  out,  and  v4)at's  the  End 
1%  but  the  Plot  naturally  diicloles  it  felf  in  a  common  Ruin  ! 

u  a  great  Infelicity  to  make  a  wrong  Choice  of  a  Friend  : 
ut  when  Men  are  advertisM  of  the  Danger  before-hand,  it  is 
great  a  Fault,  if  they  will  take  no  Warning.  The  Hen  was 
U  on*t,  but  the  Swallow  had  the  Fate,  as  well  as  the  Gift  of 
fffandra:  To  fpeak  Truth,  and  not  to  be  believM  :  Which 
i  been  the  Misfortune  of  many  an  honeft  Man  in  all  Timesj^ 
id  particularly  in  the  very  Age  we  live  in. 

■ 

Fab.  196.    A  l^fffeon  and  a  IpfSttte^ 

V  Pigeon  law  the  Piffure  of  a  Glafs  with  Water  in't, 
and  taking  it  to  be  Water  indeed,  flew  raflily 
d  eagerly  up  to'c  for  a  Soup  to  quench  her  Third. 

P  2  She 
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She  broke  her  Feathers  againft  the  Frame  of  the  PiSure^ 
and  falling  to  the  Ground  upon't,  was  taken  up  by  the 
By-Standers. 

The  Moral. 

Rajh  Men  do  many  Things  in  Hafte  that  tbey  repent  of  at  leifure. 

REFLECTION. 

*TIS  not  good  to  be  over  fierce  upon  any  Thing,  for  fear 
of  miflaking  or  mifunderftanding  the  Matter  in  queftion. 
Moderation  is  a  high  Point  of  Wildom,  and  Temerity  on  the 
other  Hand,  is  ever  dangerous  :  For  Men  are  fubjedl  to  be 
couzen'd  with  outward  Appearances,  and  ib  take  the  vaia 
Images,  and  Shadows  of  I'hings,  for  the  Subftance.  All  vio- 
lent Paflions  have  fomewhat  in  them  of  the  Rafhnels  of  this 
Pigeon  \  and  if  that  Rafhnefs  be  not  as  &tal  in  the  one  Cafe, 
as  this  was  in  the  other,  'tis  a  Deliverance  that  we  are  moie 
indebted  for,  either  to  the  fpecial  Grace  of  an  over-ruling 
Providence^  or  to  the  Mediation  of  that  which  we  call  Chance^ 
than  to  any  Thing  of  our  own  Government  and  DireAibfi. 
One  Man  may  have  the  Advantage  of  another  in  the  Benefit 
of  a  Prefence  of  Mind,  which  may  ferve  in  a  great  Mea- 
fure,  to  fortify  us  againft  Surprizes  and  Difficulties  not  to  be 
forcfeen  :  But  a  found  Judgment  is  the  Refult  of  ieoond 
l^houghts,  upon  due  Time  and  Confidcration,  which  Way  to 
bring  Matters  to  a  fair  Iflue.  Thus  precipitate  Temper  is  little 
better  tlian  a  phyfical  Madnefs  >  for  there  is  fomewhat  of  an 
Alienation  iu't,  when  People  proceed,  not  ooly  without,  but 
contrary  to  Rcafon.  How  many  Inftances  do  we  fee  daily,  of 
People  that  are  hurry'd  on,  without  either  Fear  or  Wit,  by 
Love,  Hatred,  Envy,  Ambition,  Revenge,  t3c.  to  their 
own  Ruin  ?  Which  comes  to  the  very  Cafe  of  the  Pigeni% 
breaking  l.cr  Wing  againft  the  P/^i<r<r,  and  the  Mifcarri^  is 
every  Jot  as  ridiculous. 


Fa  b.  197.    A  PfffCOn  and  a  CtOfO^ 

ATigem  that  was  brought  up  in  a  Dove-Houiet 
was  br^ging  to  a  Craw  how  fruitful  flic  was. 
Never  value  your  felf,  fays  the  Crow^  upon  chat  Vani- 
ty ;  for  the  more  Children  the  more  Sorrow. 

5  The 
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The  Moral. 

Bdanf  Children  are  a  grtat  Blejftng  \    hut  a  few  go9d  Ones  are  a 
greater  j  All  Hazards  conJider*d» 

REFLECTION. 

THE  Care,  Charge,  and  Hazard  of  a  Brood  of  many 
ChiUxen,  in  the  Education  and  Proof  of  them,  does  in  a  great 
Meafure  countervail  the  Bleffing  ;  efpecially  where  they  are 
gotten  in  a  State  of  Slavery.    Sorrow  and  Vexation  is  entail'd 
iqpon  the  whole  Race  of  Mankind.  We  are  begotten  to't ; 
we  are  bom  to't;  and  as  it  Jiasdelcended  to  us,  fo  it  is  by  us 
to  be  handed  down  to  tho&  that  come  after  us.    The  Strefs  of 
the  Fable  lies  upon  the  Hazard  of  having  a  numerous  Stock  of 
Children,  which  muft  of  neceffity,   whether  they  live  or  die, 
fiirnilh  Matter  of  great  Anxiety  to  the  Parents.     The  Lofs  of 
them  is  grievous  to  us.     T'he  Mifcarriage  of  them,  by  falling 
into  lewd  and  vicious  Courfes,  is  much  worfe :    And  one  fuch 
Diiappojntiiient  is  fufficient  to  blaft  the  Comfort  of  all  thereih 
Nayt  the  very  Poffibility,  or  rather  the  Likclyh-^  and  Odds, 
that  fome  out  of  fuch  a  Number  will  prove  un'^racious  and 
id)ellious,  makes  our  Beds  uneafy  to  us ;  fills  our  Heads  and 
our  Hearts  with  carking  Thoughts,  and  keeps  us  in  Anxiety 
Night  and  Day  for  fear  they  (hould  be  fo,  and  prove  like  Vi- 
pers, to  eat  out  the  Belly  of  their  own  Mothers. 


Fa«^  198.     A  Caomait  and  her  Two  DaUJjt* 

A  Woman  that  ba4  Two  Daughters^  bury'd  one  of 
them,  and  Mourners  were  provided  to  attend 
the  Funeral.  The  Surviving  Daughter  wondered  to  fee 
Strangers  fo  much  concerned  at  the  Lois  of  her  Sifter, 
and  her  neareft  Relations  fo  litde.  Pray  Mother,  fays 
fhe,  what's  the  Reafon  of  this  ?  Oh,  fiiys  the  Mother^ 
We  that  are  a-Kin  to  her,  are  never  the  better  for  cry- 
ing, but  the  Strangers  have  Money  for*t. 

The  MoR  AL. 

Mourners  are  as  mercenary  as  common  Profitutes  \    Thej  are  of 
bis  Service y  that  bids  mcftfor  them. 

P  3  RE- 


214        ifl£sOp's  Fables. 


REFLECTION. 

FUNERAL  Tears  are  only  Civilities  of  Courie,  but  there 
muft  be  Wringing  of  Hands  yet,  and  Ejacuhtions,  fomc  wbtre 
or  other;  and  where  the  Relations  are  not  in  Humour  fbr't, 
'tis  the  Fafhion  to  provide  Mercenaries  to  do  the  Office.  The 
Mond  of  this  will  reach  to  all  the  pompous  Solemnities  of 
our  mourning  Proceffions,  which,  upon  the  Whole,  amount  to 
no  more  than  Drefi  and  Pzgsuitryy  to  malce  the  Show  took 
difmal,  and  fo  many  foure  Faces  that  are  hir'd  to  adorn  the 
Hypocrify.  This  was  the  Widow's  Cafe,  that  ciy'd  her  fUf 
half  Mad  and  Blind  with  a  Thoufand  paffionate  InterjefUDfis, 
for  the  Lois  of  her  Dear  Husband.  [Never  fi  Dear^  fi  jDmt  d 
Man  f  ]  Thii  Woman,  I  (ay,  (when  flie  had  done  aD  thi% 
and  renounced  the  World,  theFlefli,  and  the  IXvil^  with  as 
much  Solenmity  as  ever  (he  did  in  her  Baptifm)  was  at  tht 
Long-laft  prevail'd  upon  to  hear  the  Will  read :  But  When  flie 
found  in  the  Conclufion,  that  the  Dear  Man  (he  fo  o(«en  call'd 
upon,  had  left  her  nodiing  that  he  could  keep  frdm  her,  but 
her  Wedding-Rii^  and  her  Apron-ftrings,  up  tkt  ftactd^ 
wip'd  her  Eyes,  rais'd  her  Voice,  {^And  is  wis  all  vjitb  a  Pak  f] 
ihe  cry'd ;  and  with  thofe  Words  in  her  Mouth,  flie  came  to 
herfelf  again.  Now  this  Widow,  in  the  pure  Strength  of 
Flefh  and  Blood,  cry'd  as  arrantly  for  Monejy  as  the  Mette- 
narics  in  the  Fable. 


Fab.  ipp.     A  @)l&ep|)ettl  and  his  SMbeep^ 

IN  old  Time,  when  Sheep  fed  like  Hogs  upon  Acorns, 
a  Shepherd  drove  his  Flock  into  a  litde  Oak- Wood, 
fpread  his  Coat  under  a  Tree,  and  up  he  went  to  (hake 
'em  down  fome  Maft.  The  Sheep  were  fo  keen  upon  the 
Acorns,  that  they  gobbled  up  now  and  then  a  Piece  of 
the  Coat  along  with  them.  When  the  Shepherd  tocJc 
Notice  of  it,  what  a  Company  of  un^tefiil  Wretches 
are  you,  fays  he,  that  cloath  all  other  Pec^e  that  have 
no  Relation  to  you,  and  yet  ftrip  your  Mafter,  that  gives 
ye  both  Food  and  Proteftion  ? 

The  Moral. 

The  Belly  has  no  Ears  ;  and  a  ravenous  Appetite  guttles  up 
ivhatever  is  befire  it,  without  any  R/gard  either  to  Things  or 
Perjons.  R  £- 
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REFLECTION. 

•TIS  a  Freak  mightily  in  Fafhion  among  the  People  to 
aficA  a  Singularity  in  their  Lives  and  Manners,  and  to  liver 
in  a  direft  Oppofition  to  the  ordinary  Rules  of  Prudence  and 
good  Nature,  as  in  returning  Evil  for  Good  for  the  Purpofe ; 
Nay,  and  in  fome  Cafes,  Good  for  Evil  too ;  where  'tis  done 
more  to  be  feen  of  Men  than  for  God's  fake,  and  where  the 
Vanity  of  doing  it  deftroys  the  Merit  of  the  Virtue.  The 
Fable  will  alfo  bear  this  Moral,  That  eager  Appetites  have  not 
a  right  Tafte  of  Things ;  for  the  Coat  goes  down  as  well  as 
the  Acmrtu :  But  the  main  Strefs  falls  upon  thofe  that  rob  Peter^ 
as  we  (ay,  to^  Paul^  and  take  the  Bread  out  of  their  Ma- 
ilers Mouths  to  give  it  to  Strangers.  And  the  Kindnefs  of 
the  Mailer  is  yet  a  further  Aggravation  of  the  Crime.  We 
have  abundance  of  Cafes  in  Pra£t ice,  as  well  as  in  Story,  that 
ftrike  upon  this  Topick.  Have  we  never  read  of  a  facrile- 
gious  Convocation  of  Divines,  that  at  the  fame  time  that  they 
liv'd  upon  the  Altar  betray'd  it ;  and  while  they  robb'd  God 
himfelf  of  his  due^  divided  the  Spoils  of  the  Church  p.mong 
the  Rabble?  Have  we  never  heard  of  Men  that  gobbled  the 
Privileges  and  Revenues  of  the  Crown,  and  then  fquandred 
them  away  in  Donatives  upon  the  common  People  ?  Or, 
what  (ball  we  fay  of  the  fcoffing  Atheift,  that  turns  all  the 
Powers  and  Faculties  of  his  Soul,  as  much  as  in  him  lies, 
to  the  Reproach  of  his  Maker,  and  yet  at  the  fame  time  too, 
as  pleafant  Company  to  the  World,  as  the  Wit  of  a  Libertine 
can  make  him  ?  What  is  all  this  now  but  a  Sheep  ftripping 
his  Mafter,  and  cloathing  Strangers  i 


Fab.  200.     Jupftet  and  aigJetW^mah* 

AHerds-man  that  had  loft  a  C:ilf  out  of  his  Grounds, 
(cut  up  and  down  after  it  •,  and  when  he  could  get 
no  Tidings  on't,  he  betook  hinifelf  at  laft  to  his  Prayers, 
according  to  the  Cuftom  of  the  World,  when  People 
are  brought  to  a  Forc*d-Put.  Great  Jupiter  (fays  he) 
Do  but^ew  me  the  T^Aef  that  ftole  my  Calf^  and  Pll 
^ve  thee  a  JCrVi  for  a  Sacrifice.  The  Word  was  no  fooii- 
cr  pals*d,  but  the  ^ief  appeared  ;  which  was  indeed  a 
Lim.  This  Difcovery  put  him  to  his  Prayers  once  again. 

P  4  I  have 
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I  haw  not  foi^ttep  my  Vow,  fiiys  he,  but  now  thou 
haft  brought  me  to  the  ftbuf,  Pll  make  that  Kid  a  Ml^ 
if  thou'lt  but  fct  me  quit  of  Jiim  again. 

The  Mo  R  A  L. 

/^  cawmt  be  t$o  car  did  and  amfiderate  what  Fews  and  Prmifes 
we  make  \  for  the  very  granting  rf  our  Prayers  turns  man}    \ 
Times  to  our  utter  Ruin,  \ 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  Fable  condemns  all  rafh  Vows  and  Promifes,  and 
the  Unfteadinefs  of  thofe  Men  who  are  firft  Mad  to  have  a 
Thing,  and  as  foon  weary  of  it.     Men  fhould  confider  well 
beforehand  what  thev  promife,  what  they  vow ;    nav,  and   -I 
what  they  wi(h  for,  left  they  (hould  be  taken  at  their  Words,    ' 
and  afterward  repent.  We  make  it  half  our  Bus'nefs  to  learn    i 
our  Gain,  and  compafs  thofe  Things,  which  when  we  come    { 
to  underftand,  and  to  have  in  our  Poflef&on,  we  give  the  wbcJe    \ 
Earth  to  be  rid  of  again :  wherefore  he  that  moderates  his 
Defires  without  laying  any  Strefs  upon  Things  curious  or  un- 
certain ;  and  refigns  himfelf  in  all  Events  to  the  good  Pka- 
fureof  Providence,  fucceeds  beft  in  the  Government  of  his 
Fortune,    Life,    and  Manners.     The  Herds-man  was  in  a 
State  of  Freedom,  we  fee,  'till  he  made  himfelf  a  voluntary 
Slave,   by  entring  into  a  dangerous  and  unneceilary  Vow ; 
which  he  could  neither  contra^  without  Folly,    nor  keep 
without  Lofs  and  Shame ;  for  Heaven  is  neither  to  be  wheed- 
led, nor  brib'd.     Men  fhould  pray,  as  not  to  repent  of  their 
Prayers,  and  turn  the  moft  Chriftian  and  Neceffary  Offices  of 
our  Lives  into  a  Sin.     We  muft  not  pray  in  one  Breath  to 
find  a  Thiefy  and  in  the  next  to  get  fhut  of  him. 


Fab.  2QI.     A  @nat  challenges  a  JLimx* 

AS  a  Uon  was  bluftering  iq  the  Foreft,  up  copies 
a  Gnat  to  his  very  Beard,  and  enters  into  an  Ex- 
poftulation  with  him  upon  the  Points  of  Honour  and 
Couragq.  What  do  I  value  your  Teeth  or  ypur  Claws, 
fays  the  Gnat^  that  are  but  die  Arms  of  every  Bedlam 
Slut  ?  As  to  the  Matter  of  Rcfolution ;  I  defy  ye  to  put 
dut  Point  immediately  to  an  Iffuc.     So  the  Trumpet 

founded 


^sop's  Fables.         117 

jbundcd,  and  the  Combatants  enter'd  the  Life.  The 
Gma  charged  into  the  Ndlrils  of  the  Liariy  and  there 
twing'd  him,  'till  he  made  him  tear  himfelf  with  his 
own  Paws,  and  in  the  G)ncIunQn  he  mafter'd  the  Lian. 
Upon  this,  a  Retreat  was  founded,  and  the  Gnat  flew 
his  Way  :  But  by  Dl-hap  afterwarxl,  in  his  Flight,  he 
ftnidc  into  a  Cobweb,  where  the  Violar  fell  a  Prey  to 
a  Spider.  The  Dilgrace  went  to  the  Heart  of  him, 
after  he  had  got  the  better  of  a  Uon^  to  be  worfted  by 
an  InfeO. 

The  Moral. 

'77/  in  the  Pounr  tf  Fortune  to  humUe  the  Pride  of  the  Mighty y 
even  ly  the  moft  difpicabU  AdeanSy  and  ts  make  a  Gnat  tri- 
umph over  a  Lion  ;  JVherefare  let  no  Creature^  hew  great  er 
lew  little  JieveTy  prefume  on  the  one  Stde^  or  defpair  on  the 
ether. 

REFLECTION. 

TH  E  R  E  is  nothing  either  fo  Great,  or  fo  Little,  as  not 
to  be  liable  to  the  VicifEtudes  of  Fortune,  whether  for  Good 
or  for  Evil.  A  miferable  Fly  is  fufEcient,  we  fee,  to  take  down 
the  Stomach  of  a  lion ;  and  then  to  correft  the  infulting  Va- 
nity of  that  Flyy  it  falls  the  next  Moment  into  the  Toyl  of  a 
SpuUr.  n"is  highly  improv  iden t  not  to  obviate  fmall  Things ; 
and  as  ridiculous  to  be  baffled  by  them ;  and  it  is  not  the 
Force  neither,  but  the  Importunity  that  is  fo  vexatious  and 
troublefome  to  us.  The  very  ceazmg  of  the  Lion  gall'd  him 
jBore  than  an  Arrow  at  his  Heart  would  have  done.  The  Doc-i 
trine  is  this,  that  no  Man  is  to  prefume  upon  his  Power  and 
Greatnefs,  when  every  pitiful  InfeA  may  find  out  a  Way  to 
difcompofe  him.  But  that  pitiful  Iniccl  agzin  is  not  to  value 
himfelf  upon  his  Vidlory  neither  ;  for  the  Gnat  that  had  the 
better  of  the  Lion^  in  the  very  next  Breath,  was  worfted  by  a 
spider. 
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Fab.  202.    A  lion  and  a iPcOff^ 

Alien  that  yrd&  ran^ng  about  for  his  Prey,  made 
a  Stop  all  on  a  Sudden  at  a  hideous  ydling 
Noife  he  heard,  which  not  a  little  ftartled  him. 
The  Surprize  put  him  at  firft  into  a  fhaking  Fit ;  but 
as  he  was  looking  about  and  preparing  for  the  Encounter 
of  Ibme  terrible  Monfter,  what  fliould  he  lee  but  a 
pitiful  Frog  come  crawling  out  from  the  Side  of  a  Pond. 
And  is  this  all  ?  ((ays  the  Um)  and  io  betwixt  Shame 
end  Indignation,  he  put  forth  his  Paw,  and  paih*d  out 
the  Guts  on't. 

The  Moral. 

Thirds  m  njifting  if  Firft  Motions ;    but  u^Jecmi  Th^t^ks 
Wi  come  immidiatefy  to  ourfehes  again . 

REFLECTION. 

THE  Surprize  of  the  Um  is  to  teach  us,  that  no  Man  livii^ 
can  be  fo  prefent  to  himfelf,  as  not  to  be  put  befide  his  oidi* 
nary  Temper  upon  fome  Accidents  or  Occafions ;  but  then  his 
Philolbphy  brings  him  to  a  right  Underftanding  of  Thii^ 
and  his  Kefolution  carries  him  through  all  Difficulties.  It  is 
another  Emphatical  Branch  of  this  Emblem,  that  as  the  Ush 
himfelf  was  not  Thorough-proof  againft  this  fantaftical  A- 
larm  \  fo  it  ¥ras  but  a  poor  wretched  Frog  all  this  while,  that  dif- , 
CDmpofed  him,  to  Ihcw  the  vain  Opinion  and  ialfe  Images  of 
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Thin^  and  how  apt  we  are  to  be  tranfported  with  Aofe 
Fooknes,  which,  if  we  did  but  underftand,  we  (hould  dcfpife. 
Wherefore  'tis  the  Part  of  a  brave,  and  a  wife  Man  to  weigh 
and  examine  Matters,  without  delivering  up  himfelf  to  the 
Ohifion  of  idle  Fears,  and  pannick  Terrors.  It  was,  in  truth, 
bdow  the  D^nity  of  a  Lien  to  kill  the  poor  Creature,  but 
this  however  may  be  laid  in  Plea  for*t,  that  he  was  afluun'd 
to  kave  behind  nim  a  WitneJs  of  his  Weakne(s. 


M«HM 


Fab.  203 .    An  ant  and  a  PigeOfT^ 

AN  ylnt  dropt,  unluckily,  into  the  Water  as  fhe 
was  drinking  at  the  Side  of  a  Brook:  A  TVood- 
Pigeon  took  Pity  of  her,  and  threw  her  a  litde  Bough 
to  lay  hold  on.  The  Ant  lav*d  herfelf  by  that  Bough, 
and  in  that  very  Inftant,  Ipies  a  Fellow  with  a  Bird- 
ing-Piece,  making  a  Shoot  at  the  Pigeon.  Upon  this 
Difcovery,  Ihe  prefently  runs  up  to  him  and  ftmgs  him. 
The  Fowler  ftarts,  and  breaks  his  Aim,  and  away  flies 
the  Pigeon. 

The  Moral. 

All  Creatures  have  a  Senfe  of  good  Offices^  and  Providence  itfelf 
takes  carey  where  other  Means  fail^  that  they  may  not  pafs 
um'exvarded. 

REFLECTION. 

THE  Pradice  of  requiting  good  Offices  is  a  great  Encou- 
ragenrient  to  the  doing  of  them,:  and  in  truth,  without  Gra« 
titude  there  would  be  little  good  Nature;  for  there  is  not  one 
good  Man  in  the  World  that  has  not  need  of  another.  This 
Fable  of  the  Ant  is  not  altogether  a  Fiftion,  for  we  have 
many  Inftances  of  the  Force  of  Kindnefs,  even  upon  Animals 
and  Infe^:  To  pais  over  the  Tradition  of  Andronicu^s  LioHj 
the  Gratitude  of  Elephants^  Dogs  and  Horfesy  is  too  notorious 
to  be  deny'd.  Are  not  Hawks  brought  to  die  Hand,  and  to 
the  Lure?  And  in  like  manner,  are  not  Uonsy  Tygresj  Bearsy 
JVohesy  FoxdSj  and  other  Beads  of  Prey  reclaim'd  by  good 
U(kge?  Nay,  I  have  feen  a  tame  Spider,  and  'tis  a  common 
Thing  to  have  a  Lizard  come  to  Hand.  Man  only  is  the  Crea- 
ture, that  to  his  Shame  no  Benefits  can  oblige,  no,  nor  fe- 
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cure,  even  from  fccking  the  Ruin  of  his  BenefaiElor :  So  that 
This  Pifmire  fcts  us  a  I^flon  here  in  her  Thankfulncfs  to  her 
Prcfenr'cr. 


Fab.  204.     A li^eacotft  and  a ^U 

IN  the  Days  of  Old,  the  Birds  liv*d  at  random  in  a 
lawlels  State  of  Anarchy  \  but  in  Tinic  ihcy  b^sui 
to  be  weary  on't,  and  mov'd  for  the  fetting  up  of  a 
King.  The  Peacock  valtfd  himfelf  upon  his  gay  Fea- 
thers,  and  put  in  for  the  Office :  The  Pretenders  were 
heard,  the  Qudlion  debated ;  and  the  Choice  fell  up- 
on the  Poll  to  King  Peacock :  The  Vote  was  no  fooncr 
pofs'd,  but  up  (lands  a  Pye  with  a  Speech  in  his  Mouth 
to  this  EfFeft :"  May  it  pUafe  your  Majefty^  feys  he.  We 
Jbould  he  glad  to  knoWy  in  Cafe  tbe^  Es^cjbould  fall  upon 
us  inyourReign^  asfhe  has  formerly  done,  bow  will  you  be 
able  to  defend  us? 

The  Moral. 

In  the  Bus^nefe  9f  either  ereffing  9r  changing  a  Govemnunt^  it 
ought  to  be  very  well  conftder^d  hefojehandy  what  may  be  the 
ConfequnueSy  in  cafe  of  fuch  a  Form,  or  fuch  a  Perfm. 

REFLECTION. 

KINGS  arc  not  to  be  chofcn  for  the  Beauty  or  Graccfiil- 
nefs  of  their  Perfons,  but  for  the  Reputation  they  have  in  the 
World,  and  the  Endowments  of  their  Minds.  This  Fable  (hews 
likewife  the  Neceijity  of  Civil  Order,  and  the  Danger  of  Po- 
pular Ele^ons,  where  a  faAious  Majority  commonly  governs 
the  Choice.  Take  the  Plurality  of  the  "iVorld,  anci  they  are 
neither  wife,  nor  good ;  and  if  they  be  left  to  themfelve^, 
thev  will  undoubtedly  chufe  fuch  as  they  themielves  are.  Tis 
the  Mifery  of  EleSfive  Governments^  that  there  will  be  eternally 
Corruption  ^d  Partiality  in  the  Choice  \  for  there's  a  kind  of  a 
Tacit  Coven^t  in  die  Cafe,  that  the  King  of  their  own  making 
(hall  make  hi:»  Makers  Princes  too :  So  that  they  work  for 
themfelves  all  this  while,  not  for  the  Publick :  Bkit  the  Pye*s 
Q^ieilion  ilopt  all  their  Mouths,  and  it  was  wifely  let  fall  too 
without  a  Reply,  to  intimate  that  it  was  unanfwtrable. 

Fa  b. 
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Fab.  205.  An  3fttipertfnent  Dr. and  his^atfen^ 

APhyJician  was  told  one  Morning  that  a  certaia 
Patient  of  his  was  dead.  Why  then  the  Lnrd^s 
Will  be  done^  lays  he:  We  are  all  Mortal:  But  if  this 
Man  would  have  forbom  Wines,  and  us'd  Clyfters,  Pd 
have  warranted  his  Life  this  Bout  for  God-a-Mercy, 
Well,  lays  one,  but  why  did  not  you  rather  give  him 
this  Advice  when  it  might  have  done  him  good,  than 
ftand  talking  of  it  to  no  manner  of  Purpofe  now  the 
Man  is  dead. 

The  Moral. 

'7/j  7#  n$  Ptafofe  U  think  of  recalling  Yefteriay  \  and  when  the 
Steed  b  ftorn  of  (hutting  the  Stable  Door. 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  Fable  recommends  to  us  the  doing  of  every  thing 
in  its  due  Seafon,  for  either  too  foon  or  too  hte  figniiies  nO" 
thii%.  It  is  but  making  Almanacks  fir  the  laji  Tear^  to  ftand 
talking  what  might  have  been  done ;  when  the  Time  of  do' 
ing  it  is  paft.  When  a  Battle  is  loft,  this  or  that,  we  fay, 
might  have  prevented  it.  When  a  Tumult  is  improv'd  into 
a  Rebellion,  and  a  Government  overturned  by*t,  'tis  juft  to  as 
much  purpofe  to  fay,  this  or  that  might  have  (av'd  all :  As 
for  our  DoSiory  here  to  fay,  when  his  Patient  was  Dead ;  that 
it  was  for  want  of  going  fuch  or  fuch  a  way  to  work.  We 
have  abundance  of  thefe  vnfe  Men  in  the  World  that  are  ftill 
looking  backward  without  feeing  one  Inch  of  the  way  before 
them.  Not  but  that  the  Experience  of  Things  paft,  may  be 
very  inftrudive  to  us  toward  the  making  of  a  right  Judgment 
upon  Hiii^  to  come,  but  in  fuch  a  Cafe  as  this,  it  is  whol- 
Iv  vain  and  unprofitable,  to  sdl  manner  of  Intents.  'Tis  the 
Ais'nefsof  a  fubftantial,  and  a  well-grounded  Wifdom,  to  be 
ftill  looking  forward,  from  the  firft  Indifpofitions,  into  the 
Growth,  and  Progrefs  of  the  Difeafe.  It  traces  the  Advance 
of  Dangers  Step  by  Step,  and  (hews  us  the  Rife  and  Gradations 
of  the  Evil ;  and  gives  us  Light,  either  toward  the  prevent- 
ing, or  the  fuppreffing  of  it.  We  have  in  fuch  an  Inftance  as 
dus,  the  means  before  us,  of  a  true,  and  ao  ufeful  Percep- 
tion of  Things,  whereas  Judgments  tW  are  made  on  the  wrong 
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The  Moral. 

A' Man  that  is  ever  Jhif ting  and  changingy  is  noty  in  Truth,  fi 
weary  of  his  Condition^  asofhimfelfi  andhii  ibaitjiitt  caniis 
about  him  the  Plague  of  a  rejflefs  mindy  can  never  bepleafid. 

REFLECTION. 

'TIS  a  high  Point  of  Prudence  for  any  Man  to  be  Content 
with  his  Lot.  For  'tis  Forty  to  One  that  he  that  changes  his 
Condition,  out  of  a  prefent  Impatience  and  Dif1atisfai£tio% 
when  he  has  try'd  a  new  One,  wifhes  for  his  old  one  again ; 
and  briefly  the  more  we  fhift  the  Worfe  commonly  we  are. 
This  arifes  from  the  Inconflancy  of  our  Minds,  and  one  Prayer 
does  hut  make  Way  for  another.  Thofc  People,  in  fine,  that 
are  deftin'd  to  Drudgery,  may  well  change  their  Mailers^  but 
never  their  Condition. 

He  that  finds  himfclf  in  any  Diftrefs,  either  of  Carcafe,  or 
of  Fortune,  fliould  do  well  to  deliberate  upon  the  Matter,  be- 
fore he  prap  for,  or  refolves  upon  a  Changje.  As  for  Ex- 
ample now.  What  is  it  that  troubles  me  ?  Is  there  any  Help 
for't,  or  no?  What  do  I  want  ?  Is  it  Matter  of  Ncceffity,  or 
Superfluity  ?  Where  am  I  to  look  for't  ?  How  fliall  I  come  at 
it?  ^c. 

Now  all  our  Grievances  are  either  of  Bodv  or  of  Mind,  or 
(in  Complication)  of  both,  and  either  the  Remedy  is  in  our 
own  Power,  or  it  is  not.  There  are  fome  Things  that  we 
cannot  do  for  our  felvcs,  without  the  Help  of  others  :  There 
are  fome  Things  ajiain,  that  other  People  cannot  do  for  us, 
nor  are  they  any  Way  elfe  to  be  done  but  by  our  felves.  In 
the  one  Cafe  we  are  to  feck  abroad  for  Relief,  and  in  the  other. 
Whoever  confults  his  Reafon,  and  his  Duty,  will  find  a  cer- 
tain Cure  at  Home :  So  that  it  goes  a  great  Way  in  the  Philo- 
fophy  of  human  Life,  to  underftand  the  juft  Meafures  of 
what  we  are  able  to  do,  and  what  we  are  oblig'd  to  do,  id 
Diftinftion  from  the  Contrary  ;  for  othcrwife  we  (hall  fpcnd 
our  Days  with  Mfofs  Afs,  in  hunting  after  Happinefi  where 
it  is  not  to  be  found,  without  ever  looking  for't  where  it  is. 
'Tis  allow'd  us,  to  be  fenfible  of  broken  Limbs,  and  difiaicd 
Bodies :  And  common  Prudence  fends  us  to  Surgeons  and  Phy- 
ficians,  to  piece,  and  patch  them  up  again,  fiut  in  theie  C»fes, 
we  examine  the  Why,  the  What,  and  the  How  of  Things, 
and  propofe  Means  accommodate  to  the  End.  ^Tis  natural  to 
be  mov'd  with  Pain,  and  as  natural  to  feek  Relief  ^  and  it  is 

well 
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'-ell  done  at  laft,  to  do  that  which  Nature  bids  us  do:  But  for 
naginaiy  Evils,  e\'ery  Man  may  be  his  own  DoAor.  Thev  aro 
red  in  our  Affisfiions  and  we  may  eafe  our  felves.  If  the 
^ucftion  had  heen  a  Spvin,  or  GalVd  Back,  and  the  Afs  had 
nition'd  to  Jupiter  for  another  Farrier^  it  might  have  been 
ycTy  rea(bnai)Ie  Requeft.  Now  if  he  had  but  pitch'd  upon 
ich  or  fuch  a  particular  Mailer,  it  might  have  done  wdl  e-f 
ough  too :  But  to  grow  weary  of  one  Mafter,  or  of  one 
Sondition,  and  then  to  be  prefently  wifhing  in  general  Terms 
»r  another ;  Thb  is  only  an  inconfiderate  Ejaculation  thrown 
Fat  random,  without  either  Aim  or  Rcafon.  Upon  the 
"hole  Matter,  it  is  but  laying  our  own  Faults  at  the  Door  of 
Fature  and  Providence,  while  we  impute  the  Infirmities  of 
IT  Minds  to  the  Hardfliip  of  our  Lot. 
To  proceed  according  to  the  Diftribution  of  mv  Matter ;  *tis 
uch  with  us  in  this  Cafe,  as  it  was  with  the  Man  that  fell 
om  his  Horie  and  could  not  get  up  again.  He  was  fure  he 
as  hurt,  he  iaid,  but  could  not  tell  where.  That  is  to  fay, 
t/I^  Our  Grie\'anccs  are  fantaflical  where  they  are  not  cor* 
»ral.   idlyy  It  is  another  Error  in  u$,  that  in  all  our  Fantafti* 

I  Di(appointments,  we  have  Recourfe  to  Fantaftical  Reme* 
es.  yilyy  Providence  has  allotted  every  Man  a  Competency 
r  his  State  and  Bufinefs.  All  beyond  it  is  fuperfluous,  and 
ere  will  be  grumbling  without  End,  if  we  come  to  reckon 
on*t,  that  we  want  This  or  That,  bccaufe  we  have  it  not, 
itead  of  acknowledging  that  we  have  This  or  That,  and  that 
5  want  Nothing.  Thefe  Things  duly  weighM,  what  can  be 
ore  Providential  than  the  Bleffing  of  having  an  Antii»U 
ithin  our  felves  againft  all  the  Strokes  of  Fortune  ?    That  is 

iav,  in  the  worft  of  Extremities,  we  have  yet  the  Com- 
rt  idft  us  of  Conihincy,  Patience,  and  Refignation. 
'Tis  not  for  a  Wife  and  Honeft  Man^  to  ftand  Expoftula* 
ig  with  the  Nature  of  Things.  As  for  Inftance,  Why  fhould 

I I  be  This  or  That,  or  be  fo  or  fo,  as  well  as  He  or  T'o- 
tt  ?  But  I  Ihould  rather  fay  to  my  felf  after  this  manner : 
tn  not  \  the  Creature  of  an  Almight}'  Power ;  and  is  it  not 
e  fame  Power  and  Wifdom  that  Made  and  Order'd  the 
^orld,  that  has  afHgnM  me  this  Place,  Rank,  or  Station,  in't  ? 
his  Body,  this  Soul,  this  every  Thing  ?  What  I  am  I  muft 
,  and  there's  n )  contending  with  Invincible  Neceffity;  No 
puting  with  an  Incomprehenflble  Wifdom :  To  fay  No- 
ing  of  the  Impiety  of  Appealing  from  an  Inexplicable  Good- 
fs.  If  I  can  mend  my  Condition  by  any  warrantable  Indu- 
y  ind  Virtue,  the  Way  is  fair  and  open  ;  and  that's  a  Pri- 

Q^  vilcge 
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▼ikge  that  every  reafonable  Creature  has  in  his  Commifl 
but  without  fixing  upon  fome  certain  Scope,  and  prefer 
juft  and  honourable  Wap  to't,  there's  nothing  to  be  c 
'TIs  a  "vncked  Thing  to  repine ;  and  'tis  as  bootldls,  and  ui 
too ;  for  •ne  reftlefs  Thought  b^ets,  and  puniflies  ano 
We  are  vtot  (o  miferaUe  in  our  own  Wants,  as  in  what  o 
enjoy :  And  then  our  Levity  b  as  great  a  Plague  to  us  ac 
Envy,  (b  that  we  need  nothing  more  than  we  hive  but  Th 
fulhefs  and  Submiffion,  to  make  us  happy.  It  was  noi 
Ground  of  the  ^s  Gmplaint,  that  it  was  worfe  with 
than  with  ether  Jlffei'%  but  becaufe  he  was  an  Aft :  And  b 
not  ib  fick  of  his  Maftir^  as  of  \ailVmrk,  His  Fortune  was 
enough  for  fuch  an  Animal,  fo  long  as  he  kept  himfelf  i 
in  his  proper  Sphere  and  Bufinefi ;  but  if  the  Stones  in  the ' 
will  be  talking  upon  them  to  reproach  the  Builder;  and  i; 
thing  will  pkafe  People  unlefs  they  be  greater  than  N: 
ever  intended  them ;  what  can  they  axped^  buttheil^s  R 
of  vexatious  Changes  and  Experiments ;  and  at  laft,  when 
have  made  diemfelvcs  weary  and  ridiculous,  e'en  ^ad  tol 
their  Reft  upon  the  very  Spot  where  they  ftarted« 


Fab.  2op.    A  (GHomait  and  her  Cj^afUjK. 

IT  was  the  Way  of  a  Oood  Houfewifely  Old  JVmati 
call  up  her  Maids  every  Morning  juft  at  the  ( 
Crowing,  The  fVencbes  were  loth  to  rile  ib  focan, 
fo  they  laid  their  Heads  together,  and  kill'd  the  J 
Cock :  For,  hy  they,  if  it  were  not  for  his  waking 
Dame^  Ihe  would  not  wake  us  :  But  when  the  C 
Wonian's  Qock  was  gone,  (he'd  miftake  the  Hour 
ny  times,  and  call  em  up  at  Midnight :  Sothatini 
of  mending  the  Matter,  diey  found  themfelyes 
worfe  Condidon  now  than  before. 

The  Moral. 

One  Errw  makes  way  fir  another.     Firfty  we^complain  ^f  ^ 
'   ihings  :  Tien  wejhtfty  and  injlcad  of  mending  the  Atattet 
find  it  worfiy  'till  it  comes  at  laft  to  the  Tinier^s  fF$ri  rf  i 
^   ping  one  llok^  and  making  Ten« 
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REFLECTION. 

TIS  a  common  Thing  for  People  that  are  unealVr,  to  fljr 
to  Remedies  that  are  v^orfe  than  the  Difeafe ;  wherefore  Men 
Ihould  deliberate  before  they  reiblve ;  and  fay  to  themfelves, 
this  we  fttfler  at  prefent,  and  this  or  that  we  propofe  to  get 
by  fuch  and  fuch  a  Change  ;    and  (b  fet  the  One  ^inft  the 
Otfad-.     The  Wimcbes  were  call'd  up  too  early,  they  tbougfit, 
and  ib  for  fear  of  having  too  little  Sleep,  th^  ran  the  Rifquc 
ofhaviftgnoSIcepatalL    And  it  fares  much  at  the  (ame  Rate 
in  Publick  Grievances  that  it  does  in  Private  ;  when  rather 
than  bear  the  Importunity  of  a  Flea-biting,  we  are  apt  to  run 
our  felves  Hand  over  Head  into  a  Bed  of  Scorpions;  which  is 
fuch  Afiother  kind  of  an  Expedient,  as  if  a  Body  (hculd  beat 
out  his  Brains  to  cure  the  Head-Adu    Flefii  and  Blood  »  na» 
turally  impatient  of  Reftraint  \  befide  the  Itch  and  Curiofit^ 
that  we  have  to  be  piyingand  fearcfaing  into  forludden  Se^ 
crets ;  and  to  fee  (as  one  iays)  IVbat  Gcod  is  in  Evil,   'Tis  na- 
*■  toral  to  us  to  be  weary  of  what  we  have,  and  ftill  to  be  hank- 
ering after  fomething  or  other  that  we  lave  not :  And  to  our 
Levity  pulhes  us  on  from  one  vain  Defire  to  another,  in  a 
leguliu:  Viciffitude,  and  Sucoeffion  of  Cravings  and  Satiety* 
We  want  (as  I  fay)  what  we  have  not,  and  grow  fick  on't 
.  when  we  lave  it.   Now  the  wife  Man  clean  the  whole  Mat- 
L  ter  to  us  in  pronouncing  All  TTm^s  wtdir  the  Sun  (that  is  tm 
f  £rr,  the  Pomp,  the  Plofures,  and  the  £njo]rnients  of  this 
World)  to  be  Faniiy  rfVamties^  and  AIL,  Vanity.    The  Truth 
iif  it  is,  we  govern  our  Lives  by  P^n^^  rather  than  by  Judg- 
ment.    We  miftake  the Reafons of  Imngs,  and  impute  the 
Iffue  of  them  to  wrong  Caufes.     So  that  the  Leflbn  given  us 
here,  is  preceptive  to  us  not  to  do  any  thing  but  upon  due 
Confideration.     The  JVenches  kill'd  the  Cbck  for  calling  them 
up  foibon,  whereas  the  Crowing  of  the  Cuk  was  the  Caufe^ 
in  Truth,  that  they  were  call'd  up  no  fooner. 


F  A  B.  2 1  o.    A  lion  and  a  ®oat^ 

A    Urn  Ipy'd  a  Goat  upon  the  Cn^of  a  high  Rock, 
and  fo  call'd  out  to  him  after  this  manner  :  Hadft 
not  thou  better  come  down  now,  lays  the  ZJofij  into 
>  dus  delicate  fine  Meadow  ?    Well,  fays  the  Goat^  and 
fo  perhaps  I  would,  if  it  were  not  for  the  Lion  that's 

0^2  there 


2i8    Barlandus's  Fables. 

there  before  me  j  But  Pm  for  a  Life  of  Safety,  rath 
than  for  a  Life  of  Picafure.  Your  Pretence  is  the  Fi 
ling  of  my  Belly  with  good  Grafe  j  but  your  Bus'neis 
the  Cramming  of  your  own  Guts  with  good  Goai 
,Flefb  :  So  that  'tis  for  your  own  Sake,  not  Mine»  th 
you'd  have  me  come  down. 

The  MoR  AL. 

Theris  no  Trujtlng  to  the  Formal  CivrKties  and  Invitattons  ofi 
Enemy  ^  and  his  Reafonings  are  but  Snares  when  he  fnteiUs 
advtfe  us  for  our  Good, 

REFLECTION. 

HE  that  adviies  another  to  his  own  Advantage,  maybe  ve 
reafonably  fufpcAed  to  give  Counfel  for  his  own  Ends.  It  m: 
fo  fall  out^  'tis  true,  as  to  be  profitable  for  both  ;  but  all  Ci 
cumAances (hould  be  wdlexaminM  in  fuch  a  Cafe,  before^ 
Trufl:.  This  is  the  Song  of  your  Men  of  Prey,  as  well  as 
your  Beafts  of  Prey,  when  they  fct  up  for  the  Good  of  ti 
Goats  and  Common  People.  How  many  fine  Things  have  we  hi 
told  us  in  the  Memory  of  Man,  upon  the  Subjeft  of  our  Lik, 
iies^  Properties^  and  Religion^  and  the  delivering  us  from  d 
Fears  and  Jealoujies  of  Idolatry^  and  Arbitrary  Power  f  Ai 
wliat  was  the  Fruit  of  all  this  in  the  End,  but  Vifion  and  R< 
manccon  the  promifmg  Hand,  and  an  Exchange  tf  hnapum 
Chains^  for  real  Locks  and  Bolts  y  on  the  other?  But  mfop*s  Bcaf 
faw  further  into  a  Mill-Stone  than  our  Mobile ;  And  that  d 
Lion^s  Invitation  of  the  Goat  from  the  Rocks  into  the  Foots  A 
7'adife  of  a  delicate  fweet  Meadow,  fignify'd  no  more,  in  plai 
Englijb,,  than  Come  down  that  I  may  Eat  ye. 


Fa  B.  21  !•     A  Culture's  Invitation. 

THE  Vulture  took  up  a  Fit  of  a  very  good  Humou 
once,  and  invited  the  whole  Nation  of  the  Bird 
to  make  merry  with  him,  upon  the  Anniveriary  of  hi 
Birth-Day.  The  Company  came  -,  the  Vulture  ihuts  thi 
Doors  upon  them,  and  Devours  his  Guefts  inftead  o 
Treating  Them. 

The  MoR  AL. 

Vjcre^s  no  Meddling  zvith  any  Man  thmt  has  neither  Faith,  Ho 
mur  nor  Good  Nature  in  him, 

RE 
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REFLECTION. 

"IS  dangerous  Trufting  to  fpecious  Pretexts  of  Civility 
Kindnefs,  where  People  are  not  well  afliir*d  of  the  Faith 
;ood  Nature  of  thofc  they  have  to  do  witbal  j  in  which 
,  the  Butchery,  and  the  Breach  of  Hofpitality  rcprefentcd 
is  Fable,  under  a  Mafqueof  Friendfliip,  was  no  more  than 
:  might  reafonably  enough  be  expected  under  fuchCiirum- 
es.  There  are  Men  of  Prey  as  well  as  Beafts  and  Krds  of 
,  and  for  thofe  that  live  upon,  and  delight  in  Blood, 
:'s  no  Trufting  of  them :  For  let  them  pretend  what  they 
they  govern  thcmfelves,  and  take  their  Meafures  accord- 

0  their  Intcreib  and  Appetites.     'Tis  a  hard  Cafe  yet,  for 
to  be  forc'd  upon  III  Nature,  in  their  own  Defence  and 

ifpefl  the  good  Faith  of  thofe,  that  give  us  all  the  Pro- 
uons  and  Aflurance  of  Friendfhip  and  Fair-Dealing  that 
Man  can  give  another.  Nay,  the  very  Sufpicion  is  an  Af- 
:,  and  almoft  fufficient  to  authorize  fome  fort  of  Revenge, 
hat  violates  the  ncceflary  Truft  and  Confidence  that  one 
ought  to  rcpofe  in  another,  does  what  in  him  lies,  to  dif- 
thc  very  Bond  of  Human  Society  ;  for  there's  no  Trea- 
f  fo  clofe,  (b  furc,  and  fo  pernicious,  as  that  which  works 
r  a  Veil  of  Kindneis.  We  fet  Toyl«,  Nets,  Gins,  Snares, 
Traps  for  Beails  and  Birds  'tis  true ;  and  we  bait  Hooks 
Ifhes;  but  all  this  is  done  in  their  own  Haunts,  and  Walks, 
nritbout  any  Seal  of  Faith  and  Confidence  in  the  Matter: 
to  break  the  Laws  of  Hofpitality  andTendernefe ;  To  bcr 
our  Guefts  under  our  own  Roofs,  and  to  murder  tJicm  at 
>wn  Tables ;  this  is  a  Praftice.onlv  for  Men  and  Vultttres 

0 

1  guilty  of. 


Fab.  2 1 2.     XuftatHlS  and  €UX\Z^^ 

)me  Sportfmen  that  were  abroad  upon  Game,  fpyM 
a  Company  of  Bujiards  and  Cranes  a  Feeding  tc^- 
,  and  lo  made  in  upon  'em  as  faft  as  their  Horle* 
d  carry  diem.  The  Cranes  that  were  light,  took 
ig  immediately,  and  faved  themfelves,  but  the 
ards  were  Taken  ;  for  diey  were  Fat,  and  Hcaw, 
could  not  Shift  fo  well  as  the  Other. 
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The  Mon  A  t. 

light  tf  Bidf  and  Li^  rf  fwffi^  emiusfmtibfaCmfimtrm- 
U^  Ttfim ;  mfy  tiimifinm  kim/iVlybis  AOhitf^  uni 
tbiitbgr  ycapisteOtifi  hiismt  umrtk  tU  Jaiffig. 

REFLECTION. 

CAMERJRIUS  malqcs  this  |o  be  an  Embkni  of  the 
taldng  of  9  Tqwd^  wberothe  Poor '(bipe  better  tlan  the  Rkb; 
for  the  one  is  kt  gp»  apd  the  other  is  plunder'd  and  ooop'4 
up.  But  with  Favour  of  the  Mocalifts,  it  wasnoCi^ttfaeFow? 
lar*s  Choice,  which  to  take,  and  which  to  kt  gp  }  Ant  the 
Cnm^x were  too  Nimble,  aiulgot:awayinQ)iteofUm:  feth^t 
ibis  Fancy  feems  rather  to  point  at  the  Advantages  that  kat 
l-ave  over  others,  to  make  better  Shift  in  the  World  Chu  tbdf 
Fellows,  by  a  Fdicitv  of  Make  and  Conftitutioii,  wiitthar  of 
Body  or  of  Mind  :  Provided  always,  that  they  phy  6ux^  v4 
mana^  all  thofe  Fapulties  with  a  ftrid  Bjegaur4  ^  $000100 
HondSy  and  Juftice. 


Fab.  213.    3!t|pftec  and  an  Slpe^ 

JUpiter  took  a  Fanqr  once  to  fiuxunon  all  4ic  Binis 
and  Beafts  under  the  Canopy  qf  Heaven  to  aj^^^ear 
))efore  him  with  their  Brats,  and  their  little  Qiie$»  to 
fee  which  of  ^em  had  the  prettied  Children :  And  who 
but  the  Ape  to  put  herfdf  foremol^^  with  a  Brace  of 
her  Cubs  in  her  Arms,  for  the  greateft  Beauues  in  the 
Company. 

Fab.  214.    An  Caffle  and  i^)  fl>U)L 

A  Certain  Eagle  that  had  a  mind  to  be  well  fervid, 
took  up  a  ^efolutipn  of  prefirring  thofe  dvit  (he 
found  nioft  agreeable,  for  Perfi:^  and  Addrefs  ;  and  fb 
there  paft  an  Order  of  Council  for  sdl  Her  Majcfty's 
Subje6bs  to  bring  their  Children  to  Court  They  came 
accordingly,  and  every  one  in  their  Turn  was  for  ad- 
vancing their  own  :  T'ill  at  laftthe  Owl  fA  a  mop- 
ping,   and  twinkling,  and  told  Her  Majcfty,  that  if 

a  gra« 
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a  ^acious  Mien  and  Gnintenance  mig^t  entitle  any  of 
her  Sutje6b  to  a  Preference,  ihe  doubted  not  but  her 
Brood  would  be  look'd  upon  in  the  firft  Place  ;  for 
they  were  as  like  the  Mother  as  if  they  had  beoi  ^it 
oat  of  her  Moudi,  Upon  thk  the  Board  fell  all  into  a 
Fit  of  Laughing,  and  cill'd  another  Caule. 

The  Moral  of  the  two  Fables  above. 

Nd  Body  ever  faw  an  ill-favom'i  Fool  in  the  World  yetj  Man  or 
IVmany  that  had  not  a  good  Opinion  of  bis  oum  JVit  and  Beauty* 

REFLECTION. 

SELF-LOVE  k  the  Root  of  an  the  Vanities  that  arc 
ftnick  at  in  thefe  Two  Fables,  and  it  is  fo  natural  an  Infirmity, 
that  it  makes  us  partial  even  to  thofe  that  come  of  us,  as  well 
as  ourfelves :  And  then  it  is  ib  nicdv  divided  betwiict  Piety, 
Pride  and  Wcaknefs,  that  in  many  Cifes  'tis  a  hard  Matter  to 
diftinguifli  the  One  from  the  Other.  ^Tis  a  Frailty  for  a  Man 
to  think  better  of  his  Children  than  they  deferve :    But  then 
there  is  an  ImpuUe  of  Tendemels,  and  of  Duty,  that  goes  a* 
long  with  it,  and  theremuftbefomeSortof  anEfteemin  the 
Cafe  too,  for  the  fetting  of  that  In-bred  Affeftion  at  Work. 
The  Difficulty  lies  in  the  moderatii^  of  the  Matter,  tnd  in 
Mtting  the  true  Jdedittm  betwixt  being  wanting  to  our  own 
yktti  and  Blood,  once  removed,  and  afliiming  too  nuich  to 
ourfdvcs.     Let  the  Attachment  be  what  it  will,  we  muft  not 
fuller  our  Judgments  to  be  either  perverted,  blinded  or  cor* 
rupted,  by  any  Partiality  of  Prepofleffions  whatlbever. 

The  Moral  here  before  us,  extends  to  the  Fruits  and  Pro* 
4i|£lions  of  the  Brain,  as  wdl  as  of  the  Body ;  and  to  Defor* 
mities  in  the  Matter,  as  well  of  Underftanding,  as  of  Shape. 
We  are  taught  here  principally  Two  Things:  Firft,  how  ridi- 
culous it  is  for  a  Man  to  dote  upon  Fops  and  Buffoons^  though 
never  fo  mudi  the  BTueof  his  own  Head  and  Loins ;  and  yet. 
Secondly,  How  prone  we  are  to  indulge  our  own  Errors,  Fol- 
lies, and  Mifcarriages  in  Thoudit,  Word,  and  Deed.  The 
World  has  Abundance  of  thefe  Jlpes  and  Owls  in't :  So  that 
whoever  does  but  look  about  him,  will  find  fo  many  living 
lUufbations  of  this  Emblemy  that  more  Words  upon  the  Sub- 
would  be  needlefs. 
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Fab.  2 1 5*     An  £)a&  and  a  CQfllOfD^ 

TIIERE  happen'd  a  Controverfy  betwixt  an  0^ 
and  a  JVilk'-j:^  upon  the  Subjedl  of  Strength, 
Conftancy,  and  Patience,  and  which  of  the 
Two  fliould  have  the  Preference.  The  Oak  upbraided 
the  IVitloxv^  that  it  was  weak  and  wavering,  and  gave 
way  to  every  Blaft.  The  JVillow  made  no  other 
Replj,  than  that  the  next  Tempeft  Ihould  refolve  that 
Qudtion.  Some  very  little  while  after  this  Dilpute,  it 
blew  a  very  violent  S:onn.  The  Tf^illow  ply'd  and  gave 
way  to  the  Guft,  and  llill  recovered  it  felf  again,  with- 
out receiving  any  Danwgc  :  But  the  Oak  was  ftubborn, 
and  chofc  rather  to  Break  than  Raid. 

The  Moral. 

A  jVff'  and  a  jiuhborn  Ohjilnacy^  is  mt  fo  tnuch  Firmnefi  and 
Refoliition^  as  inifulnefs.  AlVifeand  a  Steady  Alan  bendi 
only  hi  theProfp£Sf  of  Rifing aia'm, 

REFLECTION. 

THERE  are  in;inv  Cafes,  and  many  Seafons,  whcreio 
Men  inuil  either  hcnd  or  break :  But  Confciencc,  Honour, 
and  good  Manners  iire  firft  to  be  confulted.  When  a  Tree  ]& 
prefs'd  with  a  ifrong  Wind,  the  Branches  may  yield,  and  yet 
the  Root  rcnuin  Firm.  But  Difcrction  is  to  govern  us,  where 

and 
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ind  when  we  may  be  allowed  to  temporize,  and  where,  and 
k¥hcn  not.  When  bending  or  breaking  is  the  Queftion,  and 
Vf  en  have  no  other  Choice  before  them,  than  either  of  com* 
)Iyir^,  or  of  being  undone;  'tis  no  eafy  Matter  to  diftin-* 
^i{h.  Where,  When,  How,  or  to  what  Degree,  to  yield 
:o  the  Importunity  of  the  Occafion,  or  the  Difficulty  of  the 
rimes.  It  is  a  certain  Rule,  'tis  true  (but  a  general  One) 
rhat  no  III  is  to  be  done  that  Good  may  come  of  it:  Now  the 
Point  will  be  at  laft,  what's  Simpfy  Good  or  Evil;  what  in 
rhe  Contemplation  \  and  how  far  the  Intentiony  or  the  probable 
^Jonfequenceso( {Mchy  or  fuch  an  ASion,  may  qualify  the  Cafe: 
Faking  tliis  Confideration  along  with  us  too,  that  we  are  un- 
ier  a  great  Temptation  to  be  partial  in  favour  of  our  (elves,  in 
:he  Matter  of  Eafc,  Profit,  or  Safety. 

The  firft  Point  to  bq  preferved  facred,  and  from  whence  a 
Man  IS  never  to  depart,  though  for  the  Saving  of  his  Life, 
Liberty,  popular  Credit,  or  Eftate ;  That  firft  Point,  I  lay, 
5  Confcicnce.  Now  all  Duties  arc  Matter  of  Confcience^  refpec- 
ivelv  to  the  Subject  that  they  are  exercifed  upon  ;  only  with 
his  keftridtion,  that  a  fuperior  Obligation  difcharges,  or  at 
caft  fufpends  the  Force  of  an  Inferior :  As  to  fuch  a  Circum- 
V.ince  for  the  Purpofe,  fuch  a  D^rce,  or  fuch  a  Seafon.  Now 
:here  are  other  Niceties  alfo,  as  of  Honour,  Decency,  and 
Difcretion,  Humanity,  Modefty,  RefpeA,  &r.  that  border 
n-en  upon  the  indifpoiiibk  Ties  of  Rel^ion  it  felf ;  and 
though  they  are  not  Matter  of  Confciencey  fimply  and  apart, 
^hey  are  yet  fo  redu£tively,  with  a  Regard  to  other  Confi- 
derations;  that  is  to  (ay,  though  they  are  not  fo  in  the  AbftnuEl, 
they  become  fo  by  Affinity  and  Conne£iion  :  And  fuch  civil 
Matters  they  arc,  as  fall  within  the  Purlews  of  Religion.  There 
are  Trials  of  Men,  as  well  as  Trials  of  Trees.  Storms  or  In- 
undations are  the  fame  Thing  to  the  One,  as  the  Iniquity  of 
fuch  or  fuch  an  Age,  or  ConjunSurc,  is  to  the  Other.  Now 
'ti"-  not  Courage  but  Stomach,  that  makes  many  People  break, 
rather  than  they  will  bend  ;  even  though  a  Yielding  upon  that 
Pun/lilio  (and  with  a  good  Confcience  too)  might  perhaps 
Have  faved  a  State.  Fractures  undoubtedly  are  dangerous, 
where  the  Publick  is  to  be  crulh'd  under  the  Ruin  :  But  yet 
ciftcr  all  this  difcanting,  and  modifying  upon  the  Matter, 
there's  no  lefs  Hazard  on  the  viclding  Side  too,  than  there  is 
c»ii  the  other.  Men  may  be  ftiff  and  obftinate,  upon  a  wrong 
Ground,  and  Men  may  ply,  and  truckle  too,  upon  as  falfe  a 
Foundation.  Our  Bodies  may  be  forc'd,  but  our  Minds  can- 
not : 
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not :  So  that  human  Frailty  b  no  Excuie  for  a  Griminal  Im- 
morality. Where  the  Law  of  God  and  Nature  oUig^  me, 
the  Plea  of  human  Frailty  can  never  difcharge  me.  There's 
as  much  Difference  betwixt  bendii^  and  fmking,  as  there  is 
betwixt  breaking  and  bending.  Tlxre  muft  be  no  contending 
with  infuperable  Powers  on  the  one  Hand,  and  no  deyyuting 
from  indifpenCible  Duties  on  the  other :  Nor  b  it  the  Part, 
cither  of  a  Chriftian,  or  of  a  Man  to  abandon  fab  Poft.  Now 
the  juft  Medium  of  thb  Cafe  lies  betwixt  the  Pride»  and  the 
Abjedbn  of  the  two  Extreams.  As  the  Wilhw^  for  the  Pur- 
po&.  Bows  and  RiC9vers^  and  tfaeRefignation  b  crown'd  and 
rewarded  in  the  Succefs.  The  OaJt  kJhiU§rmmi  udUxiUt^ 
tnd  the  Pwu/hmrni  c(tiatSiiffke/s J  b  one  Branch  of  mi#i&- 
gary  of  thb  Fable. 


Fab.  2 1 5.    A  fif^ttttltm  md  a  fUtOt  fifb* 

AS  an  ^ngltr  was  at  his  Sporr,  he  had  the  Hap  to 
draw  up  a  very  little  Fi/h  from  among  the  Fry. 
The  poor  Wretch  b^g'd  heartily  to  be  thrown  » 
3gain  '•  for,  fays  he,  Pm  not  come  to  my  Growdi  yet) 
and  if  you'll  let  me  abne  'till  I  am  bigg^,  your  Piff- 
chafe  will  turn  to  a  better  Account.  Well !  iays  the 
Man,  but  Pd  rather  have  a  little  Filh  in  Poffiflion,  thao 
a  great  One  in  Rcverfion. 

The  Moral. 

'7?x  IVifdcm  to  take  what  wc  may^  while  *tis  to  Af  iaJ^  even  f 

it  were  but  for  Morality  fake, 

I 

REFLECTION. 

there's  no  parting  with  a  Ccitainty  for  an  UBcemiif 
t}'.     But  this  Fable  is  abundantly  moralie'd  eUewfaere. 


Fab.  217.    An  Snt  and  a  ^}a(jEl(opper« 


A 


heir  Provifions  one  Wm- 
Grefiieffper  to  'en)»  ant! 
im  diat  helhould  have 
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wrought  in  Summer,  if  he  would  not  have  wanted  in 
Winter.  Well,  fays  the  Grafhopper^  but  I  was  not 
idle  neither ;  for  I  fung  out  the  whole  Seafon.  Nay 
then,  (aid  they,  you  flull  e'en  do  well  to  make  a  Mer- 
ry Year  on*c,  and  dance  in  Winter  to  the  Tune  that 
you  fung  in  Summer. 

The  Moral. 

A  Life  of  Sloth  is  the  Life  of  a  Brute  i  but  ABion  and  Iniuftry 
is  the  Bufnefi  of  a  Great ^  a  IVife^  and  a  Good  Man. 

REFLECTION. 

heme's  a  Reproof  to  Men  of  Senfuality,  and  Pleafure. 
T'he  Moral  preaches  Induftry,   and  beats  down  Sloth  \  and 
(hews  that  After-wit  is  nothing  worth.     It  muft  be  an  Indu- 
ftrious  Youth  that  provides  againft  the  Inconveniencies  and 
NeceiBticsof  old  Age ;  and  he  that  fools  away  the  one,  muft 
cither  beg  or  ftarve  in  the  other.     Go  to  the  Ant^  thou  Slug-- 
gardy  (lays  the  Wife  Man\)  which  in  few  Words  fums  up  the 
NIoral  of  this  Fable.     'Tis  hard  to  lay  of  Lazinels,  or  Luxury, 
whether  it  be  the  more  fcandalous,  or  the  more  dangerous 
Evil.     The  very  Soul  of  the  Slothful  does  effeflually  but  lie 
drowsing  in  his  Body,  and  the  wbok  Man  is  totally  given 
up  to  bis  Scnfcs ;  wberes^  the  Profit  and  the  Comfort  of  In« 
duftry,  is  fubftantial,  firm  and  lafting ;  the  Bleffings  of  Se- 
curity and  Plenty  go  along  with  ft,  and  it  is  never  out  of  Sea- 
fon.    What's  the  Grajhopper^s  Entertainment  now,   but  a 
Summer's  Song  ?  A  vain,  and  an  empty  Pleafure  ?  Let  it  be 
underftood  however,  that  we  are  not  to  pafs  Avarice  upon  the 
World  under  the  Title  of  Good-Husknubj  and  Thrift ;  and 
under  that  Cover  to  extinguilh  Charity^  by  not  dilbibuting 
the  Fruits  of  it.     We  are  in  the  firft  Place  to  confult  our  own 
Ncceffities,  but  we  are  then  to  confider  in  the  fecond  Place, 
that  the  Neceffities  of  our  Neighbours  have  a  Chriftian  Right 
to  a  Part  of  what  we  have  to  fpare.     For  the  common  Of- 
fices of  Humanity,  are  as  much  Duties  of  SelfPrefervation^ 
as  what  cYtry  hdividual  contnbates  to  its  own  Well-being. 
It  is,  in  (hort,   the  great  Intereft  and  Obligation  of  Parts^ 
^ulartj  to  advance  the  Good  of  the  Community. 

The  Strefs  of  this  Moral  lies  upon  the  Preference  of  honefl: 
Labour  to  Idleneft  \  and  the  Refufal  of  Relief  on  the  one 
Hand,  is  intended  only  for  a  Reproof  to  the  Inconfiderato 
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Lofs  of  Opportunity  on  the  other.  This  does  not  hinder  yet, 
but  that  the  Ant$y  out  of  their  Abundance,  ought  to  have  Re- 
licvM  the  Grajhopptr  in  her  Diftrcfs,  though  'twas  her  own  Fault 
that  brought  her  to't :  For  if  one  Man's  Faults  could  difchaige 
another  Man  of  his  Duty,  there  would  be  no  longer  any  Placo 
left  for  the  common  Offices  of  Society.  To  conclude.  We  hare 
our  Failings,  every  Mother's  Child  of  us;  and  the  Improvi* 
dcnce  of  my  Neighbour  muft  not  make  me  inhumane.  The 
Ant  did  well  to  repr^e  the  Grafl)9pper  for  her  Slothfuhufs ;  but 
(hp  did  HI  then  to  refufe  her  a  Charity  in  her  Diftrefs. 


F  A  B.  2 1 8.    A  'Bull  and  a  ^oat^ 

A  Bull  that  was  hard  prels'd  by  a  Lion^  ran  dire£Uy 
toward  a  GoatSlall^  to  lave  himfelf.  The  Goat 
made  good  the  Door,  and  Head  to  Head  diiputed  the 
Paffagc  with  hiin.  .  Well !  lays  the  Bull  with  Indigna- 
tion, If  I  had  not  a  more  dangerous  Enemy  at  my 
Hcek,  tlian  i  have  before  me,  I  mould  foon  teach  you 
the  Difference  betwixt  the  Force  of  a  Bull  and  of  a 
Goat. 

The  Moral. 

*7/>  no  Tims  to  Jlqnd  quarrelling  with  every  little  Fellow^  when 
Men  of  Power  are  purfuing  us  upon  the  Heel  to  the  very  Death* 

REFLECTION. 

IT  is  Matter  of  Prudence,  and  NecefEty,  for  People,  in  ma- 
ny Cafes^  to  put  up  the  Injuries  pf  a  weaker  Enemy,  for  fear 
of  incurring  the  Difpleafure  of  a  Stronger.  Baudoin  fencies  the 
Bull  to  be  the  Embleq)  of  a  Man  in  Diihefs,  and  the  Goat  in- 
fuking  over  hixp  i  and  Moralizes  upon  it  after  this  Manner. 
l^Tiere^s  nothing  that  a  Courtier  more  dreads  and  abbmrSy  than 
a  Man  in  Difgrace ;  and  he  is  prefefttly  rnade  all  the  Fonls  and 
Knaves  in  Nature  uponU :  For  hf  thfii^s  unfortunate  is  confe* 
jf  ently  guilty  of  aU  manner  of  Crimes S\  He  applies  this  Cha- 
jadcr  to  thofc  that  perfc*cutc Wido\ys  and  Orphans,  and  tram- 
ple upon  the  AfflicEled ;  though  not  without  fome  Violence, 
Mcthinks,  to  the  genuine  Intent  of  this  Figure  j  for  the  Goat 
was  only  paffwe ;  and  his  Bus'nefs  was,  without  any  Inlblenc^, 
II  In  uftice,  to  defend  Ixui  Free-hold. 

Fab, 
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F  A  B.  2 1 9.    A  Burfe  and  a  tSilOlt 

As  a  ^olf  was  hunting  up  and  down  for  his  Supper, 
he  pafe*d  by  a  Door  where  a  litde  Child  was 
Bawling,  and  an  old  Woman  Chiding  it.  Leave  your 
Vixen-Bricks^  fays  the  fVoman^  or  Pit  throw  ye  to  the 
Wolf.  The  fVolf  over-heard  her,  and  waited  a  pretty 
while,  in  hope  the  Woman  would  be  as  good  as  her 
Word ;  but  no  Child  coming,  away  goes  die  Wolf  for 
that  Bout.  He  took  his  Walk  the  lame  Way  again 
toward  the  Evening,  and  the  Nurfe  be  found  had 
changed  her  Note;  for  fhe  was  then  Muzzling  and 
Cbkefing  of  it  ^baCs  a  good  Dear^  lays  (he.  If  the  Wolf 
comes  for  my  Child^  we'll  ien  beat  his  Brains  out.  The 
Wolf  went  muttering  away  upon*t.  There's  no  med- 
ling  with  People,  fays  he,  that  fay  one  Thing  and 
mean  another. 

The  MoR  AL. 

'77x  Fear  more  than  Love  thai  makes  good  Men^  as  well  as  good 
Children^  and  when  fair  Words  and  good  Counfel  will  not 
prevail  upon  usy  we  muji  he  frighted  into  our  Duty. 

REFLECTION. 

THE  Heart  and  Tongue  of  a  Woman  are  commonly  a 
great  way  afunder.  And  it  may  bear  another  Moral :  Which 
is,  that  'tis  with  froward  Men,  and  froward  Faxons  too,  as 
'tis  with  Froward  Children ;  they'll  be  fooner  quieted  by  Fear, 
and  rough  Dealing,  than  by  any  fenfe  of  Duty  or  good  Na- 
ture. There  would  be  no  living  in  this  World  without  Penal 
Lawsy  and  Conditions.  And  Do  or  Do  not^  This  or  That  at 
your  Peril,  Ls  as  rcafonablc,  and  neceiTary  in  Families  as  it  a 
in  Governments.  It  is  a  Truth  imprinted  in  the  Hearts  of  all 
Mankind,  that  the  Gibbets^  Pillories^  and  the  Whipptf^-Pofts 
make  more  Converts  than  the  Pulpits:  As  the  Child  did  more 
here  for  Fear  of  the  Tf'olf  than  for  the  Love  of  the  Nurfe. 


AB. 
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F  A  B.  2  20.    An  €lasle  and  a  CoHo(fe^ 

A^ortaife  was  thinking  with  himielf  how  irldbme  a 
Ibrt  of  a  Life  it  was,  to  fpend  all  his  Days  in  a 
Hole,  with  a  Houie  upon  his  Head,  when  io  many 
other  Creatures  had  the  Liberty  to  divert  themfi^hes 
in  the  free,  freih  Air,  and  to  ramble  about  at  Pleafure. 
So  that  the  Humour  took  him  one  Day,  and  he  nimft 
needs  get  an  Eagle  to  teach  him  to  fly.  The  Ej^k 
would  fain  have  put  him  off,  and  told  him,  'twas  a  Thing 
agsunft  Nature,  and  cx)nmion  Senie ;  but  (according  to  a 
Freak  of  the  wilful  Part  of  the  WorU)  the  nfKMc  the  One 
was  againft  it,  the  more  the  Other  was  for  it:  And  when 
the  Ea^k  faw  that  the  Tartoife  wodd  not  be  faid  Nof^ 
(he  took  him  up  a  nutter  of  a  SteepU-Jngb  into  the  AiV, 
and  there  tum*d  him  loofe  to  fhift  for  himielf.  That  ii 
to  fay,  (he  drc^t  him  down,  S^uab^  upon  a  Rode,  that 
cjafh'd  him  to  Pieces. 

The  MoR  AL. 

Naibifig  can  bg  either  fafe,  or  eafy^  that^s  untiaturaL 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  (hews  us,  how  unnatural  a  Vanity  it  is,  for  a  Crea- 
ture that  was  made  for  one  Condition,  to  afpirc  to  another. 
The  Tcrtoifi^t  Place  was  upon  the  Sands,  not  among  the  Stan ; 
and  if  he  had  kept  to  his  Station,  he  would  have  been  in  no 
Danger  of  falling.  Many  a  Fool  has  good  Counfd  oflcr'd 
him,  that  has  not  either  the  Wit,  or  tlie  Grace  to  tain  it; 
wd  his  Wilfidneis  commonly  ends  in  his  Ruin. 

Every  Thing  in  Nature  las  its  appointed  Place,  and  Con- 
fStion,  and  tilde's  no  putting  a  Force  upon  any  thing  con- 
ttary  to  the  Biafi  and  Intent  of  its  Inftitution.  What  Bus^nds 
hatf  ^  Toruife  among  the  CloudsP  Or  why  may  not  the  Earth 
ideif  as  well  covet  a  higher  Place,  as  any  Creature  that's 
confin'd  to't?  It  is,  in  ihon,  a  filly,  an  extravagant,  and  in 
Truth,  fo  impious  a  Fancy,  that  there  can  hardly  be  a  greater 
Folly,  than  to  wiih,  or  but  fo  much  as  fuppofe  it :  But  there's 
an  Ambition  in  mean  Creatures,  as  well  as  in  mean  Souls.  So 
fllany*  ridiculous  Upfbrts  as  we  find  promoted  in  the  World, 
I  we 
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wc  may  imagine  to  be  fo  many  Tortoifis  in  the  Air;  and  when 
they  have  fluttered  there  a  while,  like  Paper  KiUSy  for  the  "Bayt 
o  flare  at,  he  that  took  them  up,  grows  either  afhamM,  or 
Areaiy  of  them,  and  fo  lets  them  drop  again ;  and,  with  the 
[)evil  himfdf,  e'en  leaves  them  where  he  found  thenu  This 
nay  ferve  to  put  a  Check  to  the  Vanity  and  FoUy  of  an  umu* 
y  Ambition,  that's  deaf,  not  only  to  the  Advice  of  Fpends^ 
>ut  to  the  Counfels  and  Monitions  of  the  very  Spirit  oif  Reafon 
itfelf :  For  Flying  without  Wings  is  all  one  with  Working 
Hrithout  Means.  We  fee  a  thoufand  Inftances  in  the  World, 
^ery  Jot  as  ridiculous  as  this  in  the  Fable.  That  js  to  fay,  of 
WLen  tint  are  made  for  the  one  Condition,  and  yet  aflfeft  ano- 
ther. What  fignifies  the  Fidion  of  Phaeton  in  the  Chariot  of 
the  Stm ;  the  Frog  vying  Bulk  with  an  Or ;  or  the  Tortoife  ri* 
ling  upon  the  Wings  of  the  Wind;  but  to  prefcribe  Eiounds 
and  Meafures  to  our  exorbitant  Paffions ;  and  at  the  fame 
time,  to  fhew  us,  upon  the  Iflue,  that  all  unnatural  Pre- 
tenfions  are  attended  with  a  certain  Ruin  ? 


Fab.  221.    An  010  Ccab  and  a  f^otttlff^ 

CHild  (fays  the  Mother)  you  muft  u(e  your  lelf  to 
walk  ftrait,  without  Sldewing,  and  Shailing  to 
every  Step  you  fet:  Pray  Mftber  (fiiy  the  Toung  Crab) 
do  but  fet  the  Example  jaox  lelf,  and  Pll  follow  ye. 


Fab.  222.    The  0QQfe  and  0OflHf tU 

% 
% 

WHy  do  you  go  Nodding  and  Wag^gfb  like  a 
Fool,  as  if  you  were  Hi^t  ?  lays  the  (kofe  to 
her  Goffelin.  The  Toung  One  try'd  to  mend  it,  but 
<^d  not;  and  lb  the  Mother  ty'd  litde  Sticks  to  her 
Legs,  to  keep  her  upri^t :  But  the  LiiUe  Owe  oaa^ 
plain'd  then,  that  Ihe  could  neither  Swim  nor  DabUe 
with  *em.  Well,  fiiys  the  Afi?/&r,  do  but  hold  up 
your  Head  at  l«dl.  The  Goffelin  cndeavour*d  to  do 
that  too ',  but  upon  the  Stretching  out  of  her  loi^ 
Neck,  flie  cbmplain'd  that  Ihe  couM  not  fee  the  Way 
UG^  \igxx  Nay  then>  fays  the  (koje^  if  it  will  b&no 

better. 
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better,  e'en  carry  your  Head,  and  your  Feet,  as  yoirf 
Elders  have  done  before  ye. 

The  Moral  of  the  two  Fables  above. 

///  Examples  corrupt  even  ihe  beft  DiJpofitionSj  but  we  mufi  M- 
Jiingulfh  betwixt  ruitural  and  moral  Evils. 

REFLECTION. 

IT  is  Time  loft  to  advife  others  to  do  what  we  either  do 
not,  or  cannot  do  our  fclvcs.  There's  no  croffing  of  Na- 
ture ;  but  the  beil  way  is  to  reft  contented  with  the  Ordinary 
Condition  of  Things.  'Tis  but  fo  much  Labour  thrown  a- 
way,  to  attempt  the  altering  of  InftinSs,  or  the  curing  of  ill 
Haoits. 

Example  works  a  great  deal  more  than  Precept ;  for  Words 
without  Praftice,  are  but  Counfek  without  Effcft.  When  we 
do  as  we  fay,  'tis  a  Confirmation  of  the  Rule ;  but  when  our 
Lives  and  DoArines  do  not  agree,  it  looks  as  if  the  T^on 
were  either  too  hard  for  us,  or  the  Advice  not  worth  the 
while  to  follow.  We  fhould  fee  to  mend  our  own  Manners, 
before  we  meddle  to  reform  our  Neighbours,  and  not  con- 
demn others  for  what  we  do  ourfelves:  Efpccially  where 
they  follow  the  Nature  of  their  Kind,  and  in  fo  doing,  do  a 
they  ought  to  do.  Let  every  thing  move,  march,  and  govern 
itfelf,  according  to  the  proper  Difpofition  of  the  Creature; 
for  it  would  be  every  Jot  as  incongruous  for  a  Crab  to  walk 
like  a  Afan^  as  for  a  Alan  to  walk  like  a  Crab.  This  may  be 
apply'd  to  the  Leflbns  that  are  given  us  for  the  ordering  our 
Lives  and  Families.  But  above  all  Things,  Children  (hould 
not  be  betray'd  into  the  Love  and  PraSice  of  any  thing  that 
is  amifs,  by  fetting  evil  Examples  before  them;  for  their 
Talent  is  only  Imitation  ;  and  'tis  ill  trufting  methinks  in 
fuch  a  Cafe,  without  a  Judgment  to  diftinguifh. 

This  Allegory  may  pafs  for  a  very  good  Lefturc  to  Gover- 
nors, Parents  and  Tutors,  to  behave  themfelves  reverently 
both  in  Word  and  Deed,  before  their  Pupils,  with  a  kind  <h 
awful  Tendernefs  for  the  Innocency  and  Simplicity  (^  Youth. 
For  Examples  of  Vices,  or  Weaknefles,  have  the  lame  ESeft 
upon  Children,  with  Examples  of  Virtue ;  nay,  it  holds  in 
Publick  too  as  well  as  in  Private,  that  the  Woras  and  Adtions 
of  our  Superiors  have  the  Authority  and  Force  of  a  Recom- 
mendation. Xigis  ad  Exffnplum^  is  fo  true,  that  'tis  morally 
z  in;- 


Anianus's  Fables.     241 


Impoffiblc  to  have  a  Sober  People  under  a  Mad  Government. 
For  where  Lewdnefs  is  the  Way  to  Prefetment,  Men  are  wic- 
ked by  Intereft,  as  well  as  by  Imitation  :  But  to  return  to  the 
Strefs  of  the  Fable,  Let  a  ticoje  walk  like  a  Gaofcj  and  leave 
Nature  to  do  her  Own  Bus'ncfs  her  Own  Way. 


Fab.  223^     The  g)Un  and  the  JDSinU^ 

THcre  happened  a  Controverfy  betwixt  the  Stm  and 
the  fTindy  which  was  the  Stronger  of  the  Two  ; 
and  they  put  the  Point  upon  this  Iflue :  There  was  a 
Traveller  upon  the  Way,  and  which  of  the  Two  could 
make  that  Fellow  Quit  his  Cloak  Ihould  cany  the 
Caufc.  The  Wind  fcUprefcndy  a  iSrorming,  and  threw 
Hail-lhot  over  and  above  in  the  very  Teeth  of  him. 
The  Man  wraps  himfclf  up,  and  keeps  advancing  ftill 
in  Ipight  of  the  Weather :  But  this  Guft  in  a  fhort  Time 
blew  over :  And  then  the  Sun  brake  out,  and  fell  to 
Work  upon  him  with  his  Beams  -,  but  ftill  he  pufties 
forward,  Sweating  and  Panting,  till  in  the  End  he 
was  f<Mt:*d  to  Quit  his  Qoak,  and  lay  himfelf  down  up- 
on the  Ground  in  a  Cool  Shade  for  his  Relief:  So  that 
the  Sun  J  m  the  Condufion,  carry'd  the  Point. 

■ 

The  Moral. 

Rufin  and  Refdution  will  Support  a  Alan  agamjl  all  the  Vtokn- 
CMS  ^ Malice  and  Fortune  \  but  in  a  wallowing  ^alm^  a  Man*s 
Hiortand  Rtjdution  fails  him^for  want  of  Fit  Matter  towork 

UpOMk 

REFLECTION. 

*TIS  a  Part  of  good  Difcretion  in  all  Contefts,  to  conAder 
inxr  and  over,  the  Power,  the  Strength,  and  the  Intereft  of 
our  Adverfary ;  and  likewifc  again,  that  though  one  Man  may 
be  more  robuft  than  another,  that  Force  may  be  bafHed  yet  by 
Skill  and  Addrefs.  tt  is  in  the  Bus'nefs  of  Life  as  it  is  in  a 
Storm,  or  a  Calm  Sea :  The  Blaft  may  be  impetuous ;  but  fcl- 
dom  lafts  long ;  and  though  the  Veflel  be  prefs'd  never  fo  hard, 
a  Ikilful  Steers-man  will  yet  bear  up  againft  it ;  But  in  a  Dead 
Calm,  a  Man  lofes  his  Spirits,  and  lies  in  a  ^lanr.ex  Expoo'd, 
as  the  Scoraand  Spe^acle  of  111  Fortune. 

R  Fab. 


I 
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Fab.  224.    An  df0  and  a  LfOtt's  Skin* 

THerc  was  a  Freak  took  an  j0  in  the  Head,  to 
Scoure  abroad  upon  the  Ramble  ;  and  away  he 
goes  into  the  Woods,  Maiquerading  up  and  down  in  a 
Lion^s  Skin.  The  World  was  his  own  for  a  while,  and 
where-ever  he  went,  Man  and  Beaft  fled  before  him : 
But  he  had  the  Hap  in  the  Q)nclufion,  partly  by  his 
Foicej  and  partly  by  his  Ears^  to  be  Diicover'd,  and 
confequendy  Uncafed,  well  Laughed  at,  and  well  Old- 
gell'd  for  his  Fains. 

The  MoR  AL. 

TbelVorld  abounds  in  Terrible  Fanfarons,  in  the  Mafjue  ff  Ma 
of  Honour :  But  thefe  Braggadocio^s  are  eafy  to  he  iet€iiei\f0 
no  Counterfeit  of  any  good  polity  or  Virtue  whatfoever^  wiutt- 
bide  the  fej. 

REFLL.CTION. 

there's  nothing  more  Frequent,  ormore  Ridiculous  in 
the  World  than  for  an  Jfs  to  Drefs  himfelf  up  like  a  Um:  A  j 
Dunce  fets  up  for  a  Doilor ;  a  Beggar  for  a  Man  of  Efiati  \  1  | 
Scoundrel  for  a  Cavalier  ;  a  Poltron  for  a  Swordman  :  But  cvov 
Fool  ftill  has  fomc  Mark  or  other  to  be  known  by,  throu^ 
all  Difguifes  ;  and  the  more  he  takes  upon  him,  the  arranter 
Sot  he  makes  himfelf,  when  he  comes  to  be  unmafqu'd. 

Every  Fool  or  Fool's  FeUow,  carries  more  or  lefe,  in  his 
Face,  the  Signature  of  his  Manners,  though  the  Charader 
may  be  much  more  l^ible  in  fome,  than  others  ;  as  the  i^ 
was  found  out  by  his  Voice^  and  by  his  Ears,  Let  him  keep 
his  Words  betwixt  his  Teeth,  -and  he  may  pafs  Mufter  perfasps 
for  a  Man  of  fomc  Senfe;  but  if  he  comes  to  open  once,  he's 
loft :  For  Nature  nc\Tr  put  tlie  Tongue  of  a  Philofoj^ier  in- 
to the  Mouth  of  a  Coxcomb  :  But  howc^'er,  let  him  be,  in 
Truth,  what  he  will,  he  is  yet  fo  confcious  of  what  he  ought 
to  be,  that  he  makes  it  his  Bufmefs  to  pafs  for  what  he  is  not ; 
And  in  the  Matter  of  Counterfeits,  it  is  with  Men  as  it  is 
with  falfe  Money :  One  Piece  is  more  or  Icfs  paflable  than 
another,  as  it  happens  to  have  more  or  Icfs  Senfe,  or  Sterlii^ 
in  the  Mixture  One  General  Maik  of  an  Impoftor,  is  this; 
That  he  Out-docs  the  Original  -,  as  tiie  Afs  lierc  in  the  />Ws 
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SHny  made  fifty  times  more  Clutter  than  the  Lim  would  have 
done  in  his  Own ;  and  himfelf  fifty  tikiies  the  more  ridiculous 
ifor  the  Difguife; 

If  a  Man  turn  his  Tlioughts  rtow  from  this  Fancy  in  thd 
rore/ty  to  the  Sober  Truth  of  daily  Experience  in  the  Worlds 
he  (hall  find  Jjfei  in  the  Skins  of  Aten^  ihfiriitely  more  con- 
temptible than  this  Jfs  in  the  Skin  of  a  Lim.  HbW  many 
Terrible  Jjfes  have  we  feen  in  the  Garb  of  Men  of  Honour  ! 
How  manv  infipid^  and  illiterate  Fops,  that  take  upon  theni 
to  Retail  Politicks,  and  fit  for  the  Pidure  of  Men  of  State! 
How  many  Judais  with  Hail  Mafter  in  thfeir  Mouth !  How 
many  CA«rri&>^0^fer5  that  wfitethbmfelvcsi&fftfriff/n/  Ih  one 
Word,  Men  do  naturally  love  to  be  thought  Greater,  Wifcr, 
Holier,  Braver,  artd  Jufter  than  they  are ;  and  in  fine,  bet- 
ter Qualify'd  in  all  tliofe  Faculties  tl^t  may  give  thciti  Rcpu- 
tation  among  the  People,  than  wc  find  'em  to  be. 

The  Moral  of  this  Fable  hits  all  Sorts  of  arrogant  Preten- 
ders, and  runs  efFedually  into  the  whole  Bufine&  of  Human 
Life.  We  hive  it  in  the  very  Cabinets,  and  Couhcils  of  State, 
the  Par,  the  Bench,  the  Change,  the  Schools,  the  Pulpits^ 
all  Places,  in  Ihbrt;  are  full  of  Quacks,  Juglers,  and  Plagia- 
ries, that  fet  up  for  Men  of  Quality,  Confcience^  Philofophy, 
and  Religion.  So  that  there  are  AJfes  with  Short  Earsj  as  well 
as  with  Longy  and  in  Robes  of  Silk  and  Dignitv,  as  well  as  ill 
Skins  of  Hair;  In  conclufion,  an  jffs  of  the  tmg^RAij  when 
he  comes  once  to  be  Pete£led,  looks  infinitely  Sillier  than  he 
would  have  done  in  his  own  Sha{>e :  Neither  is  JEfofs  Aft 
iau^'dat  here  for  his  kars^  or  for  hts^iV^^  but  for  his^m- 
Jjf,  and  Pretence  \  for  *Tother  is  but  according  to  his  own 
Kind  and  Nature ;  and  every  thing  is  Well  and  Beft,  whild 
it  continues  to  be  as  God  made  it. 


Fab.  22 jr.    A  t^l  ahd  a  Wsm^ 

•  *  * 

A  Worm  put  forth  his  Head  out  of  a  DunghiU,  and 
made  Proclamation  of  his  Skill  in  Phyficky  Pray 
lays  the  FoXj  Begin  with  your  own  Infirmiucs  before 
you  Meddle  with  other  Peoples, 

R  2  The 
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The  Moral. 

PbjficianCure  thy  f elf. 

REFLECTION. 

SAYING  and  Doing  arc  Two  Things.  Phyjic'um  Can 
thy  Selfy  Preaches  to  us  upon  this  Fabk.  Every  Man  does  bcft 
in  his  own  Trade,  and  the  Cobler  is  not  to  go  beyond  bis  Lafi. 
We  have  of  thefe  Dunghill-Pntenders  in  all  Profeflions,  and 
but  too  many  of  them  that  Thrive  upon  their  Arrogance.  If 
this  fForm  lud  met  with  an  jifs  to  Encourage  his  Vanity,  in- 
*  ftcad  of  a  Fox  to  Corre^f  it,  he  might  have  been  Advanced  to 
a  Do£hr  of  the  C^iZf^/ perhaps;  or  tofome  mere  ConJideraUe  Pofi 
wf  Honour  J  either  in  Church  or  State. 


F  A  B.  2  2  5.    A  Cut ff  21)00 ♦ 

THere  was  a  very  good  Houfe-Bogj  but  fo  Danger' 
ous  a  Cur  to  Strangers,  that  his  Mafter  put  a 
Bell  about  his  Neck,  to  give  People  Notice  before- 
hand when  he  was  coming.  The  D(^  took  jhb  BtU 
for  a  particular  Mark  of  his  Mailer's  Favour,  till  One 
of  his  Companions  Ihew'd  him  his  Miftake.  You  arc 
mightily  Out  (fays  he)  to  take  This  for  an  Orna- 
ment or  a  Token  of  Efteem,  which  is  in  Truth,  no 
other  than  a  Note  of  Infamy  fet  upon  you  for  your  Bl 
Manners. 

The  MoR  AL. 

jTJ/V  may  ferve  for  an  Admonition  to  Tkofe  that  make  a  Ghrj 
of  the  Marks  of  their  Shame^  and  Value  themfelves  upon  iht 
Reputation  of  an  III  Chara^er, 

REFLECTION. 

*T  IS  a  Bad  World,  when  the  Rules  and  Meafurcs  of  Good 
and  Evil  are  either  Inverted,  or  Miflaken ;  and  when  a  Brand 
of  Infemy  pafles  for  a  Badge  of  Honour.  But  the  Common 
People  do  not  Judge  of  Vice  or  Virtue,  by  the  Morality,  or 
the  Immorality  of  the  Matter,  fo  much  as  by  the  Stamp  that  is 
fct  upon't  by  Men  of  Precedent  and  Figure.  What's  more  fa- 
miliar 
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miliar  than  an  Oftcntation  of  Wickcdncfs,  where  Impiety  has 
the  Reputation  of  Virtue  ?  As  in  the  Exccfles  of  Wine  and 
Women,  and  the  Vanity  of  bearing  up  againft  all  the  Laws  of 
God  and  Man.  When  Lewdneis  comes  once  to  be  a  Fafhion, 
it  has  the  Credit  in  the  World  that  other  Fafliions  have  i  as  we 
fee  many  times  an  Affection  even  of  Deformity  it  felf, where 
fome  Exemplary  Defeft  has  brought  that  Deformity  to  be  a 
Mode.  The  Fancy  of  this  Dog  was  fomewhat  like  the  French^ 
Womati%  Freaky  that  ftood  up  for  the  Honour  of  her  Family : 
Her  Coat  was  ^larter^d^  flie  faid,  with  the  Arms  ^France; 
which  was  fo  hi  true,  that  (he  had  the  Flower^i^Ijui  Stamped, 
we  muft  not  fay  Branded^  upon  her  Shoulder. 


Fab.  227.    CtDO  JTrfenlifi  and  a  OBear^ 

Two  Friends  that  were  Travelling  together,  had 
the  Fortune  to  meet  a  Btdr  upon  the  Way. 
They  found  there  was  no  running  for*t.  So  the  One 
Whips  up  a  Tree,  and  the  Other  throws  himfelf  Flat 
with  his  Face  upon  the  Ground.  The  Bear  comes  di- 
reftly  up  to  him.  Muzzles,  and  Smells  to  him,  puts 
bis  Nofe  to  his  Mouth,  and  to  his  Ears;  and  at  lail  ta- 
king for  granted  that  'twas  only  a  Carcafe,  there  he 
leaves  him.  The  Bear  was  no  fooner  gone,  but  down 
comes  his  Companion,  and  a(kM  him  what  it  was  the 
Bear  Whifper'd  him  in  the  Ear,  he  bad  mc  have  a 
Care,  lays  he,  how  I  keep  Company  with  thofe  that 
when  they  find  themfelves  upon  a  Pinch,  will  Jeavc 
their  Friends  in  the  Lurch. 

The  MoR  AL. 

Every  Man  for  Himfelf  and  Cod  for  us  Jlk 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  Fable  has,  in  a  few  Words,  a  great  oiany  ufcful 
and  inftruftivc  Morals.  The  Man  upon  the  Tree  Preaches  to 
us  upon  the  Text  of  [Charity  begins  at  Home}  according  to  the 
Falfe  and  Pervcrfe  Praftice  of  the  World,  when  their  Compa- 
nions are  in  Diftrcfs.  The  Bear  paffes  Judgment  upon  the 
Abandoning  of  a  Friend  in  a  time  of  Need^  as  an  Offence  both 
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to  Honour  and  Virtue :  A'^d  moreover,  cautions  us  above  all 
Things,  to  have  a  Care  what  Cooipany  we  keep.  There's  no 
living  in  this  World  without  Friendfhip;  no  Society,  no 
security  without  it  j  befides  that,  the  only  Trial  of  it  is  m 
Adveruty.  And  yet  nothing  commoner  in  Times  of  Danger, 
than  for  States- Men,  Sword-Men,  Church-Men,  Lan^-Mcn, 
and  in  Truth,  all  Sorts  of  Men,  more  ox  lefs,  to  leave  their  Ma- 
ilers, Leaders,  or  Friends,  to  Sears  and  Tygers ;  {hew;  them  a 
£ur  Pair  of  Heels  for't,  and  cry.  The  Devil  take  the  Huubimjl. 


F  A  B.  a 28.    A  |[}0^fe^man's  Wi^  Blown  ofif. 

THere  was  a  Horfe-man  had  a  Cap  on  with  a  Falfe 
Head  of  Hair  tack'd  to  it.  There  comes  a  PufF  of 
Wind,  and  blows  oflf  Cap  and  Wig  together ^  The  Peo- 
ple made  fport,  he  law,  with  his  bald  Crown,  and  (0 
very  fairly  he  put  in  with  them  to  hugh  for  Company. 
Why  Gcndemen  (fep  h/t)  would  you  ha,ve  me  keep  p- 
ther  Peoples  Hair  tetter  than  I  did  my  own,. 

The  Moral. 

Martf  a  Man  would  he  eiftreamly  Ridiculous^    if  he  did  not  fftii 
the  yeji  by  playing  upon  himfelffirjl. 

REFLECTION. 

T^IS  a  Turn  of  Art,  in  many  Cafes,  either  of  Deformity  or 
Mifchancc,  where  a  Man  lies  opcu  to  a  Reproach  to  anticipate 
an  Abufe,  and  to  make  Sport  with  himfelf  ^rft.  A  Man  may 
be  Shame- fac'd,  and  a  Woman  modeft,  to  the  Degree  of  fcan- 
^ous.  I  knew  a  Lady  had  one  of  the  moft  bafhful,  Scrupulous 
Perfons  to  her  Daughter  that  ever  was  born.  Well^  (ays  (he, 
lam  mightily  afraid  this  Girl  will  prove  a  Whore  ;.  for  fin  isf$ 
infinitely  Modeji^  that  in  my  Confcience^  if  any  Manflmdd  ever 
ask  her  the  ^eftion^  Jhe  would  not  have  the  Face  to  deny  him, 
A  frank  eafy  vVay  of  Opennefs  and  Candour  agrees  beft  with 
all  Humours;  and  he  that's  over-foUicitous  to  conceal  a 
Thing,  does  as  good  as  make  Proclamation  of  it.  Wherefore 
(he  Horfe-pum  here  laugVdfirJi  \  and  fo  prevented  the  J  eft. 


Fab. 
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Fab.  229.     CtDO  PoW^ 

THere.  were  Two  Pats  that  flood  near  one  another 
by  the  Side  of  a  River,  the  One  ofBrafs^  and  the 
Other  of  Clay.  The  Water  overflow^  the  Banks,  and 
canyd  them  both  away ;  the  Earthen  Vejfel  kept  Aloof 
from  t'other,  as  much  as  poflSble.  Fear  'nothings  fays 
the  Brafs  Pot^  ?11  do  you  no  Hurt :  No,  no>  lays 
t'other,  not  willingly  •,  but  if  wc  fhould  happen  to 
knock  by  Qiance,  'twould  be  the  lame  Thing  to  me  : 
So  that  You  and  I  (hall  never  do  well  together* 

The  Moral. 

Unequal  Fellow/hips  and  jlUianci  are  dangereus.  Not  tut  tbqi 
Great  and  Small^  Hard  and  Brittle^  Rich  and  Poor^  may  fort 
well  enough  together  Jo  long  as  the  good  Humour  lajis ;  hut 
wherever  there  are  Men,  there  will  he  Clajhingfojnetime  or 
other  J  and  a  Knock  or  a  Contejlfpoils  all. 

REFLECTION. 

THERE  can  be  no  true  Friendlhip,  properly  fo  call'd,  but 
betwixt  Equals.  The  Rich  and  the  Poor,  the  Strong  and  the 
Weak  will  never  3gree  together :  For  thei-e's  Dang^  on  the 
one  Side,  and  none  on  the  Odier,  and  'tis  the  cominon  In- 
tereft  of  all  JLieagues  and  Societies,  to  have  the  rcfpeftivc  Par- 
tics  neccflarjr  to  ope  another.  And  there  needs  no  ill  Will 
or  Malice  neither,  to  do  the  Mifrhief,  but.  the  Difparity,  or 
Difproportion  alone  is  enough  to  do  the  Work.  The  feme 
Quantity  of  Wine  th'^  makes  one  Man  drunk,  will  not 
quench  another  Man's  Thirft.  TTie  ftme  Expencc  that  breaks 
one  Man's  Back  is  not  a  Flea-biting  to  another  :  Wherefore 
Men  ftiould  fort  themfclves  with  their  Equak ;  for  a  rich 
Man  that  convcrfes  upon  the  Square  with  a  poor  Man,  (hall 
as  certainly  undo  him,  as  a  Brafs  Pot  (hall  break  an  Earthen 
One,  if  they  meet  and  knock  together. 
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Fab.  230.  ^QOH  lUCh  and  ISaH  lUCiU 

THere  was  a  middling  Sort  of  a  Man  that  was  left 
well  enough  to  pafe  by  his  Father,  but  coiild  never 
think  he  had  enough,  fb  long  as  any  Man  had  more. 
He  took  Notice  what  huge  Elites  ^lany  Merchants 
got  in  a  very  fliort  Time  ^  and  fb  ibid  his  Inheritance, 
and  betook  himfelf  to  a  way  of  Traffick  and  Com- 
merce. Matters  lucceeded  to  wcmderfiilly  well  with 
him,  that  every  Body  was  in  Admiration  to  fi^c  how 
mighty  Rich  he  was  grown  all  on  a  fudden.  Wly  aj^ 
fays  he,  ^his  *lis  'when  a  Alan  tindcrjiands  bis  Bujinefs ; 
for  I  have  done  all  this  by  my  Indujiry,  It  would  have 
been  well  if  he  had  ftopt  there  :  But  Avarice  is  infii- 
tiablc,  and  fo  he  went  pufhing  on  ftill  for  more  5  'till, 
lyhat  by  Wrecks,  Bankrupts,  Pyrates,  and  I  know  not 
how  many  other  Difappointments,  one  uppn  the  Nedc 
of  another,  he  was  reduced  in  half  the  Time  that  he 
was  a  Rifmg,  to  a  Morfcl  of  Bread.  Upon  thefe  Mif- 
carriages.  People  were  at  him  over  and  over  again,  to 
know  how  this  came  about.  Why,  fays  he,  my  damn'd 
Fortune  would  have  it  fo.  Fortune  happened  to  be  at 
that  Time  within  tlearing,  and  told  him  in  his  Ear, 
that  he  was  an  arrogant,  ungrateful  Clown,  to  chai^ 
her  with  all  the  Evil  that  bclcl  him,  and  to  take  the 
Good  to  himfelf. 


Fab.  23 1.    A  €cuntrpman  and  i'o?tiine^ 

As  a  Labourer  was  at  his  Work  a  digging,  he  chops 
his  Spade  upon  a  Pot  of  Money  ;  takes  it  up. 
bleffes  the  Place  where  he  found  it,  and  away  he  goes 
with  his  Treafure.  It  fo  fell  out,  that  FortufK  faw  and 
heard  all  that  paft,  and  fo  (he  callM  out  to  him  upon 
the  Way.  Hark  ye  Friend,  fays  fhe  •,  you  are  very 
thankful,  I  perceive,  to  the  Place  where  you  found 
this  Money ;  but  'tis  the  Jade  Fortune^    I  warrant  yej» 

that's 
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that's  to  be  claw'd  away  for't,  if  you  fhould  happen 
to  lofe  it  again.  Pray  tell  me  now  why  fhould  not  you 
Thank  Fortune  for  the  One^  as  well  as  Curfe  her  for  the 
Other. 


Fab.  232.  An  0IB  (DBIOman  and  the  DeUilt 

'npIS  a  commcMi  Praftice,  when  People  draw  Mit 
I  chiefs  upon  their  own  Heads,  to  cry,  the  DeviPs 
in*t^  and  the  Devil* s  itft.  Now  the  Devil  happened  to 
(py  an  0^  Woman  qpon  an  Apple-tree.  Look  ye 
(lays  he)  you  fhall  fee  that  Beldam  catch  a  Fall  then; 
by  and  by,  and  break  her  Bones,  and  then  fay  *twas 
all  along  of  me.  Pray,  goodPeople,  will  you  bear  me 
Witnels,  that  I  w^is  none  of  her  Advifer.  The  Wo- 
man got  a  Tumble,  as  the  Devil  faid  fhe  would,  and 
there  was  (he  at  it.  T^he  Devil  ought  her  a  Shame^  and  it 
was  the  Devil  that  put  her  upon^t :  But  the  J)evil  clcarM 
himielf  by  fufEcient  Evidence  that  he  had  no  Hand  in^ 
at  all. 


F  A  B.  23 3.     A  ^OP  and  f  0|tttnC* 

THere  was  a  B<y  faft  afleep  upon  the  very  Brink  of 
a  River.  Fortune  came  to  him,  and  wak*d  him. 
Child^  lays  flie,  prithee  get  up,  and  go  thy  Ways,  thou*t 
tumble  in  and  be  drownVi  eUe,  and  then  the  Fault  will 
be  laid  upon  me. 

The  Mo  R  A  L  of  the  four  Fables  above. 

fyi  are  apt  tc  afcribe  our  Succeffis  in  this  Worlds  and  to  impute 
our  Misfortunes  to  wrong  Caufes.  We  ojfume  the  One  to  cur 
fehiSj  atfd  charge  the  other  upon  Providence. 

REFLECTION. 

THESE  four  Fables  run  upon  the  fame  Biafs ;  that  is  to 
fey,  the  Moral  b  a  Laft  at  the  Vanity  of  arr^^ting  that  to 


our 
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our  feives,  which  fuccccds  well ;  and  the  Ingratitude  of  making 
Providence  the  Author  of  Evil,  which  fekiom  *feipes  without 
a  Judgment  in  the  Tail  on't.    But  our  Hearts  are  fo  muchfet 
upon  the  Value  of  the  Benefits  we  receive,  that  we  never  think 
of  the  Beftowcr  of  them,    and  fo  our  Acknowledgments  arc 
commonly  paid  to  the  fecond  Hand,  without  any  Regard  to  the 
Principl.     Wc  run  into  Miftakes,   and  Misfortunes  of  our 
own  Accord  ;  and  then  when  we  arc  once  hamper'd,  wc  by 
the  Blame  of  our  own  Faults  and  Corruptions  upon  Othen. 
T*his  is  much  ihc  Humour  of  the  World  too  in  common  Bufii 
ncfs.  If  any  Ti^.ing  hits,  we  take  it  to  our  felves  ;  if  it  mifcar- 
ries,  we  fliufHc  it  off  to  our  Neighbours.     This  arifes,  partly 
from  Pride,  and  in  Part  from  a  certain  canker*d  Malignity  of 
Nature.  Nav,  rather  than  impute  our  Mifcarriagcyind  Dilap- 
pointmcnts  to  our  own  Corruptions,  or  Frailties,  we  do  not 
ftick  to  arraign  Providence  it  felf,    though   under   another 
Name,  in  all  Exclamations  agciinil  the  Rigour,  and  the  Ini- 
quity of  Fertung,  Now  this  Fvtune  in  the  FaUe^  is  cfFeclually, 
Gcd  himfelf^  in  the  Ahral.     We  are  apt  to  vajue  our  felves 
upon  our  own  Strength  and  Abilities-,  and    to  entitle  carnal 
Rcafon  to  the  very  Works  of  Grace  :  And  where  any  Thii^ 
gpcs  wrong  with  us,  wc  hy  our  Faults,  as  we  do  our  Bafbrds, 
at  other  Peoples  Doors.    This  or  that  was  not  well  done,  wo 
fev,  but  alas  it  was  none  of  our  Fault.     We  did  it  by  Con- 
ftraint,  Advice,  Importunity,    or  the  Authority  perhaps  of 
great  Examples,  and  tl:e  like.  At  this  Rate  we  do  palliate  our 
own  Wcaknefl'es  and  Corruptions,  and  at  the  fame  Rate  we  do 
likewife  aifume  to  our  fclvccJ  other  Peoples  Merits.  The  Thing 
to  be  done,  in  fine,  is  to  correft  the  Arrogance  of  cLviming 
to  our  felves  the  Good  that  docs  not  belong  to  us,  on  the  one 
Hand,   and  of  imputing  to  our  Neighbours  the  111  that  they 
are  not  guilty  of,  on  the  Other.  This  is  the  Sum  of  the  Doc- 
trine that's  pointed  at  in  the  Cafe  and  Cuftom  of  dividing  our 
Mifcarriages  betwixt  Fortune  and  the  Devil, 


Fab.  234.     A  IScaCOCk  and  a  Cranc* 

AS  a  Peacock  and  n  Crane  were  in  Company  together, 
the  Peacock  (pread  his  Tail,  and  challenges  the 
other,  to  fhcw  him  llich  a  Vww  of  Feathers.  The  Crane 
upon  this,  fprings  up  into  the  Air,  and  calls  to  the 
Per  cock  to  follow  him  if  he  could.     You  brag  of  your 

Plumes, 
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Plumes,  iliys  he,  that  are  fiiir  indeed  to  the  Eye,  but 
no  wjiy  ufefiil  or  fit  fpr  any  njapner  of  Service. 

The  Moral. 

Heaven  has  provide^  pot  only  fir  Qttr  N^eJJities^  but  fir  our  De^ 
lights  and  Pleafuns  too ;  but  Jiill  the  BlcJTmgi  tpat  are  moft 
Ireful  to  usy  Ttiuji  be  freferr^ d  befire  the  Omanunts  of  Beauty. 

REFLECTION. 

NO  Man  13  to  be  defpiVd  for  any  natural  InRrmity,  cxr 
Defied  i  for  every  Man  has  fomcthing  or  other  in  him  of  Good 
too,  and  that  whiph  ope  Man  wants,  ai^ocher  has.  And  it 
is  all  according  to  the  good  Pleafure  of  Providence.  Nature  is 
pleas'd  to  entertain  herfplf  with  Variety.  Some  of  her  Works 
are  for  Ornament,  others  for  the  Ufe  and  Service  pf  Mankind. 
But  thpy  haye  all  rcfpcftively,  their  Propertiw,  an4  their  Vir- 
tues ;  for  (he  does  nothing  in  vain.  The  Peacock  values  hin^- 
felf  upon  the  Gracefulncfs  of  his  Train.  The  Crane^s  Pride 
yis  in  theRanknefsof  her  Wing:  Which  arc  only  two  Excel- 
lencies in  feveral  Kinds.  Take  them  apart,  and  they  are 
i>oth  equally  perfeA :  But  good  Thing?  tliemfelves  have  their 
Degrees,  and  that  which  is  nioil  neceflary  and  ufeful,  muft 
be  allow'd  a  Preference  to  the  other. 


F  A  B.  23  J.    A  €^piyer  and  a  jFojc* 

As  a Huntfnian  was  upon  the  Chafb,  and  the  Beafts 
flying  before  him  ;  Let  me  alone,  lays  a  Tygevy 
and  Pll  put  an  end  to  fhis  War  myfelf :  At  whicli 
Word,  he  advanced  towards  the  Enemy  in  his  finglc 
Perlbn.  The  Refolution  was  no  fooncr  taken,  but  he 
found  himrdf  ftruck  throush  the  Body  with  an  Arrow. 
He  faften'd  upon  it  prefently  with  his  Teeth ;  and  while 
he  was  trying  to  draw  it  out,  a  Fox  ask'd  him,  from 
what  bold  Hand  it  was  that  he  received  this  Wound. 
I  know  nothing  of  that,  fays  the  Tiger^  but  by  the 
C^cumiLmccs,  ic  fhould  be  a  Man. 


The 
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The  Moral. 

There  is  no  Oppojlv^  Brutal  Force  to  the  Stratagems  of  Huma 
Reafon, 

REFLECTION. 

BOLDNESS  without  Counfel,  is  no  better  than  an  //»- 
fetus^  which  is  commonly  woriled  by  Condud  and  Defign. 
There's  no  Man  fo  daring  but  fomc  time  or  other  he  meets 
with  his  Match.  The  Moral,  in  (hort,  holds  forth  this  Doc- 
trine, that  Reafon  is  too  hard  for  Force,  and  that  Temerity 
puts  a  Man  off  his  Guard.  'Tis  a  high  Point  of  Honour, 
Philofophy,  and  Virtue,  for  a  Man  to  be  fo  prefont  to  him- 
felf  as  to  be  always  provided  ogainil  all  Encounters,  and  Acd- 
dents  whatfoever ;  but  this  will  not  hinder  him  from  enqui- 
ring diligently  into  the  Charaflcr,  Strength,  Motions,  and 
Defigns  of  an  Enemy.  The  Tyger  loft  his  Life  for  want  of 
this  CircumfpecUon. 


Fa  B.  235.     A  Lion  and  TSuIIg* 

THere  was  a  Party  of  Bulls  that  ftruck  up  a  Lcagpe 
to  keep  and  feed  together,  and  to  be  one  and  all^ 
in  cafe  of  a  common  Enemy.  If  the  Uon  could  have 
met  with  any  of  them  finglc,  he  would  liave  done  his 
Work,  but  fo  long  as  they  ftuck  to  this  G>nfedcracy, 
there  was  no  dealing  with  them.  They  fell  to  Vari- 
ance at  laft  among  themfelves :  The  Lion  made  his 
Adwntage  of  it,  and  then  with  great  Eafe  he  gained 
his  End. 

The  MoR  AL. 

Tail's  is  to  tell  us  the  Advantage^  the  KcceJJity^  and  the  Force  cf 
Union ;  and  that  Divifion  brings  Ruin. 

REFLECTION. 

THER  E's  no  Refifting  of  a  common  Enemy  ;  no  Main- 
taining of  a  Civil  Community,  without  an  Union  for  a  mu- 
tual E)efcnce ;  and  there  may  be  alfo,  on  the  other  Hand,  a 
Confpiracyof  common  Enmity  and  Aggrcffion.  There  are 
Cafes  indeed  of  great  Nicety  that  fall  under  the  Topick  of 

the 
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the  Right  and  Lawfulncfs  of  joining  in  fuch  Leagues.  He  that 
is  not  Suijurisj  muft  not  enter  into  any  Covenants  or  Con- 
trafts  to  the  Wrong  of  his  Mailer :  But  there  are  certain  Rules 
of  Honcfty,  and  Methods  of  Government,  to  dired  us  in  all 
Agreements  of  this  Quality ;  a  Thing  fimply  good  in  it  fclf, 
may  become  unjuft  and  unrighteous,  under  fuch  and  fuch 
Circumftances.  In  a  Word,  the  main  Bond  of  adl  Bodies  and 
Interefis  is  Union,  which  is  no  other  in  Ef&dthan  a  common 
Stock  of  Strength  and  Counfel  join'd  in  one.  While  the 
Bulls  kept  together,  they  were  fafc ;  but  as  foon  as  ever  they 
feparated,  they  became  a  Prey  to  the  Ugn. 


F  A  B.  237.    A  Sfit  and  a  OBjamMe^ 

THcre  goes  a  Story  of  a  Fir-*Tree^  that  in  a  vairt 
^teful  Humour,  was  mightily  upon  the  Pin  of 
commending  itfelf,  and  dcfpifmg  the  Bramble.  My 
Head  (lays  the  Fir)  is  advanced  among  the  Stars.  I 
fiimifh  Beams  for  Palaces,  Mafts  for  Shipping :  The 
very  Sweat  of  my  Body  is  a  Sovereign  Remedy  for  the 
SicK  and  Wounded.  Whereas  the  Rafcally  Bramhle 
runs  creeping  in  the  Dirt,  and  ferves  for  nothing  in  the 
WcH-ld  but  Mifchief.  Well,  lays  the  Bramble^  (that 
over-heard  all  this)  you  might  have  &id  fbmewhat  of 
your  own  Misfortune,  and  to  my  Advantage  too,  if  your 
Pride  and  Envy  would  have  fufFer*d  you  to  do  it.  But 
pray  will  you  tell  me  however,  when  the  Carpenter  comes 
next  with  the  Axe  into  the  Wood,  to  fell  Timber, 
whether  you  had  not  rather  be  a  Bramble  than  a  Fir-Tree. 

The  Moral, 

Poverty  ficures  a  Man  from  Thieves^  great  and  fmall :  JVherea^ 
the  Ricby  and  the  Adtghty,  are  the  Mark  of  Malice^  and  Crcfs 
Fortune \  andJl'iU  the  Higher  they  are,  the  Nearer  the  Thun- 
der. 

REFLECTION. 

THERE  is  no  State  of  Life  without  a  Mixture  in't  of 
Good  and  Evil ;  and  the  higheft  Pitch  of  Fortune  is  not  with- 
out Dangers,  Oircs  and  Fcan.     This  Doilrinc  is  verif)  M  by 

Ex- 


<^r 


Z54      Anianus's  Fables. 


Examples  innumerable,  through  the  whole  Hiftory  of  the 
World,  and  that  the  Mean  is  beft,  both  for  Body,  Klind  and 
Eftate.  Pride  is  not  only  uneafy,  but  unlafe  too,  for  it  has 
the  Power  and  Jufticc  of  Heaven,  ,and  the  malicious  Envy  of 
Men  to  encounter  at  the  fame  Time ;  and  the  Jxe  that  cuts 
down  the  Firy  is  rightly  Moralized  in  the  Stroke  of  Divim 
Vengeance^  that  brings  down  the  Jrrogantj  while  the  BramtU 
contents  itfelf  in  its  Station :  That  is  to  fay.  Humility  is  2 
Virtue,  that  never  goes  without  a  BlciEng. 


F  A  B.  23S.  A  CoDetous  ^an  and  an  €itiifau6. 

THere  was  a  Covetous  j  and  an  Envious  Miin,that  joinM 
in  a  Petition  to  Jupiter ;  who  very  gracioufly  or- 
dered ApUo  to  tell  them  that  their  Defire  fhoukl  bi 
granted  at  a  Venture  j  provided  only,  that  whatever 
the  one  afk'd,  fhould  be  doubled  to  the  other.  The 
Covetous  Man,  that  thought  he  could  never  have  enoc^, 
was  a  good  while  at  a. Stand  \  confidering^  that  let  Iwn 
afk  never  fo  much^  the  other  fhould  have  twice  as  mudu 
But  he  came  however  by  degrees^  to  pitch  upon  one 
thing  after  another^  and  his  Companion  had  it  double. 
It  way  now  the  Envious  Man's  turn  to  offer  up  his  Rc- 
queft,  which  was,  that  one  of  his  own  Eyes  might  be 
put  our^  for  his  Companion  was  then  to  loie  both. 

The  MoR  AL. 

Avarice  and  EfKy  are  Two  of  the  mojl  diabolical^  andinfociatie 
Vices  under  Htavcn.  The  One  ajfumes  all  to  itfelf^  and  the  0- 
ther  wijhcs  every  Bit  its  KeigUour  cats  may  choak  him^ 

REFLECTION. 

THERE  are  fomc  Pcftilent  Humours  and  froward Na- 
tures, that  Heaven  itfelf  has  mucJ)  ado  to  pleafe.  Envy  places 
its  Happincfb  in  the  Mifery  and  Misfortune  of  others;  and 
Avarice  is  never  to  be  pleasM,  uiilefs  it  can  get  all  to  itfelf. 
"i'hey  may  feem  to  be  nearer  a-Kin  than  in  Truth  tliey  arc, 
though  the  one  is  fcldom  or  never  to  be  found  without  the 
other.  The  bcft  Ufe  of  this  Application,  is  to  pofiefs  us 
with  a  true  Scnfe  of  the  Reftlcfncls  of  thcfc  two  Paffions  \ 
%  ani 
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and  confcquently  to  make  thofe  Weakneiles  odious  to  our 
lelvcs,  that  are  fo  troublefome  to  the  World  ;  and  in  Truths 
no  better  than  the  conunon  Peft  of  Mankind. 

-     -  '  ■-'         ■ ' ' — ' ' — 

F  A  B.  239.    A  CrotD  and  a  l^ftc^er^ 

A  Crow  that  was  extream  thirfly,  found  a  Pitcher 
with  a  little  Water  in*t,  but  it  lay  fo  low  he 
could  not  come  at  it.  He  try'd  firft  to  break  the  Pot 
and  then  to  over-turn  it,  but  it  was  both  too  ftrong, 
and  too  heavy  for  him.  He  bethought  himfelf  how- 
ever of  a  Device  at  laft  that  did  his  Bus*nels ;  which 
was,  by  dropping  a  great  many  little  Pebbles  into  the 
Water,  and  raifing  it  that  way,  till  he  had  it  within 
Reach. 

The  Moral. 

There  is  a  Natural  Logick  in  Animab  wer  and  above  the  tnfiin^ 
€f  their  Kinds. 

REFLECTION. 

'TIS  a  Kind  of  a  School-^fftisn  that  wc  find  flarted  in 
this  Fable,  upon  the  Subjefl  of  Reafon  and  Inftin<5l :  And 
whether  this  Deliberative  Proceeding  of  the  Crow  was  not  ra- 
ther a  Logical  Agitation  of  the  Matter,  than  the  bare  Analogf^ 
as  we  call  it,  of  a  fimple  Impulfe.  It  will  be  objected  that 
we  are  not  to  draw  Conclufions  from  the  Fi(5lions  of  a  Cafe, 
but  whoever  confults  his  Experience,  may  fatisfy  himfelf  \A 
many  Inftances  that  come  up  to  this  Suppofition.  Wc  are 
alfo  taught,  that  what  wc  cannot  compafs  diroflly,  by  tlie 
Force  of  Natural  Faculties,  may  be  brought  to  pafs  many 
Times  by  Art  and  Invention. 


Fab.  240.     A  Lien  and  a  ^aiU 

THere  Was  a  Controvcrfy  ftartcd  betwixt  a  Ucn 
and  a  Afo»,  which  vsras  the  Braver,  and  the  ftron- 
gcr  Creature  of  the  two.  Why  look  ye,  fays  the  Man^ 
(after  a  long  Difpute)  we'il  appeal  to  that  Statue 
there,  and  h  he  (hew*d  him  the  Figure  of  a  Man  Cut 

in 
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in  Stone,  with  a  Lion  under  his  Feet.  Well !  fays  the 
LicTij  if  fFe  had  been  brought  up  to  Painting  and  Car- 
ving, as  Tou  are,  where  you  have  One  Lion  under  the 
Feet  of  a  Alan^  you  /hould  have  had  I'wenty  Men  undcf 
the  Paw  of  a  Lion. 

The  Mo  k  A  L. 

*  J/x  againft  the  Rules  of  common  'Juflice  for  Men  to  he  Judges  in 
their  own  Cafe. 

REFLECTION. 

THE  Fancies  of  Pocrts,  Painters,  and  Gravers,  are  nd 
lEvidenccs  of  Trutli  j  for  People  ire  partial  in  their  own  Cafes^ 
tad  every  Man  will  make  the  heft  of  his  own  Talc.  *Tis  a- 
gainft  common  Equity  for  the  fame  People  to  be  both  Parties 
and  Judges,  and  that's  the  Cafe  here  betwixt  the  Mamnd  the 
Lion,  Now  the  Lion  is  much  in  the  Right,  that  Charadters, 
Pifturcs,  and  Images,  are  all  as  the  Painter,  the  Carver,  or 
the  Statuary  pleaies ;  and  that  there's  a  great  Difference  be- 
twixt a  Flight  of  Fancy,  and  the  Hiftor}'  of  Nature.  *Tis 
much  eafier  for  a  'Man  to  make  an  Jfs  of  a  Lion  upon  a  PeJe- 
Jfaly  than  in  a  Fcre/I;  and  where  it  lies  at  his  Choice,  whc- 
riicr  the  Giant  fhall  kill  the  Squire,  or  the  Squire  the  Giant* 
Argument  is  not  the  Work  of  the  Chiffel ;  neither  does  the 
Defign  of  the  Artift  conclude  the  Truth  of  die  Faft :  But 
there  is  fomewliat  Heroical  yet  in  the  Imagination,  though  the 
Piece  was  never  drawn  from  the  Life. 


F  A  B.  241.    A  ^^30?  and  a  C&ief* 

A  Thief  came  to  a  Boy  that  was  blubbering  by  thd 
Side  of  a  Well,  and  askM  v/hat  he  cry*d  for^ 
Why,  fiys  he,  the  String's  broke  here,  and  I've  dropt 
a  Silver  Cup  into  the  Well.  The  Fellow  prefently 
ftrips,  and  down  he  goes  to  I'earcli  for*t.  After  a 
while,  he  comes  up  again  with  his  Labour  for  his 
Pains,  and  the  roguy  Boy  m  the  mean  time,  was  run 
away  with  his  Cloatlis. 

The  Mora  l. 

Some^rhieves  are  rili^for  the  Gallcnvsfosner  than  Others. 
2  RE- 
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REFLECTION. 

IT  muft  be  a  Diamond  that  cuts  a  Diamgnd^  and  there  i^  nd 
{dcafanter  Encounter  than  a  Trial  of  Skill  betwixt  a  Couple 
of  Sharpers  to  Over^reach  one  another.  The  Bo/s  begins 
ning  fo  early,  tells  lis  that  there  are  Cheats  by  a  natural  Pro- 
penfity  of  Inclination,  as  well  as  by  Corruption  of  Manners. 
It  was  Nature  that  tau^t  this  Boy  to  Shark  ;  not  Difcipline  or 
Experience.  And  fo  it  was  with  Two  Ladles  that  I  have 
known  (and  Women  of  plentiful  Fortunes  too)  they  could  not 
for  their  Bloods  keep  themfelves  honeft  of  their  Fingers,  but 
would  ftiU  be  Nimming  fomething  or  other  for  the  very  Lov6 
of  Thieving.  *Tis  an  unhappy  Thing,  that  the  Temperament 
of  the  Body  Ifhould  have  fuch  an  Influence  upon  our  Minds, 
according  to  the  Injiance  of  the  Boy  in  this  Fable :  For  the 
Morality,  or  Immorality  of  the  Matter,  is  not  the  Whole  of 
the  Cafe. 


F  A  fi.  242.    A  Counttp-man  and  an,  ©jce^ 

A  Countryman  had  got  a  ftubbom  Oxe^  that  would 
dill  be  Pufhing  and  Flinging,  whenever  they 
went  to  Yoak,  or  to  Tye  him  up.  The  Man  cuts  otf 
his  Horns,  and  puts  him  to  the  Plough,  and  by  that 
means  iecures  himfelf,  both  againft  his  Head  and  his 
Heels,  and  in  the  mean  tin)e,  he  himfelf  Guides  the 
Plou^ :  But  though  the  Oxe^  when  he  was  thus  Shack- 
led and  Diiarmed,  could  not  either  Strike  or  Gore 
hun,  he  made  a  (hift  yet  to  throw  Dufl  enough  into 
hisEves^  and  his  Mouthy  alnK)ft  to  Blind,  and  to 
Choakhim. 

The  Moral. 

A  Malicious  Man  may  be  bound  Hand  and  Footy  and  put  out  of 
Condition  of  doing  Mif chiefs  but  a  Malicious  Will  is  never  to 
,  hi  majier^d. 

REFLECTION. 

THERE  are  fomc  Natures  fo  iintraftable,  that  there's  no 
good  to  be  done  upon  them  by  Generofity,  Kindnefs,  Artifice, 
orCounfds  nay,  themorePainsaMantakcs  to  reclaim  them, 
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the  worfc  they  are ;  and  when  they  are  put  out  of  G>nditioil 
to  do  Mifchief  by  Violence,  they  will  find  a  way  yet  to  tcizc 
and  plague  People  with  reftleis,  and  vexatious  Importunities. 
They  love  to  be  troublefome,  and  vnihibcSbriw  upon  the 
Ducking-Jiooly  when  their  Mouths  are  Stopt^  thefU  caU  Prut* 
leufe  ftill  with  their  Thumbs. 


F  A  B.  243.    A  iajan  and  a  Satp^ 

THere  was  a  Man  and  a  Satyr  that  kept  much  to- 
gether. The  Man  cb^t  his  Fingers  one  Day 
to  his  Mouth,  and  blew  upon  *em.  Wba^s  that  far  ? 
fays  the  Satyr  :  Why,  lays  he,  my  Hands  arc  extream 
Cold,  and  I  do't  to  warm  *em.  The  Satyr^  at  another 
time,  found  this  Man  blowing  his  Porridge:  And 
pray,  fays  he,  fFbat*s  the  Meaning  of  that  now?  Oh! 
feys  the  Many  my  Porridge  is  Hot,  and  I  do't  to  Cod 
it.  Nay,  fays  the  Satyr ^  if  you  have  gotten  a  Trick  of 
blowing  Hot  and  Cold  out  of  the  feme  Mouth,  I  have 
e'en  done  with  ye. 

The  Moral. 

There* s  no  Converfing  with  any  Man  that  carries  Two  Faccs 
under  One  Hood. 

REFLECTION. 

THE  Moral  of  this  Fable  muft  be  abftra£ted  from  die 
t^hilofophy  of  it,  and  taken  in  the  Senfe  of  carrying  Tioi 
Faces  under  One  Hood.  It  fets  forth,  however,  the  dimplicity 
of  the  Satyr^  in  not  underftanding  how  Two  fuch  contrary 
£fie£ls  (hould  come  from  the  fame  Lips  :  But  it  was  honeftly 
done  in  him  yet,  to  renounce  the  Convcrfation  of  One  that 
he  took  for  a  Double-Dealer ;  and  that  could  accommodate 
himfelf  to  make  Fair  with  all  Companies,  and  Occafions, 
without  any  regard  to  Truth,  or  Juftice.  It  was  this  Fable 
that  gave  Rife  to  the  Old  Adage  of  Blowing  Hot  and  Cold  % 
which  is  taken  for  the  Mark  and  Chara^fler  of  a  Diflembler. 


Fab. 
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Fab.  244.   A  Counttp^man  and  a  "Boat^ 

A  Country *man  took  a  Boar  in  his  Cam  once^  and 
cut  off  one  of  his  Ears.  He  took  him  a  Second 
time,  and  cut  off  Tothcr.  He  tookhun  a  Third 
time,  and  made  a  Frefent  of  him  to  his  Landlord 
Upon  the  (n)ening  of  his  Head,  they  found  he  had  no 
Brains,  and  every  Bodjr  fiJl  a  Wondering,  and  Dif* 
courfii^  upon  it  Sir ,  fays  the  CZ^tow,  U"  this  £0^  had 
had  any  Brains,  he  would  have  taken  the  Lofs  of  both 
his  Ears  for  a  Warning,  never  to  come  into  my  Com 
again.  Thefe  Words  of  the  filly  Bumpkin  fet  the  whole 
Company  a  lau^iing. 

The  Moral. 

4n  ImcorrigihU  Fool  thai  ivtU  take  no  WanM^^  thgr/i  m  tbpi 
of  blm^ 

REFLECTION. 

THE  Life  and  Converiktion of  Tome  Men  U  (o  Brutal,  as 
f  tbnr  had  only  the  Shape,  widiout  the  Faculties  of  Reafon* 
ible  Creatures.  What's  he  better  than  the  Boar  in  thu  Fa-> 
»le  now^  that  abandons  himfelf  wholly  to  hb  Appetites  and 
^leafures ;  and  after  lo  many  repeated  Poxts^  and  Qualms^ 
»ne  upon  the  Neck  of  another.  Drinks  and  IVhtros  on  ftill,  in 
>e^tc  of  all  Punifhments  and  Warnings.  The  Booths  In- 
emperance,  and  the  Note  upon  him  afterwards,  on  the  Cut-* 
ii^  of  him  up,  that  he  had  no  Brains  in'i  Head,  may  be  mo* 
aln'd  into  the  Figure  of  a  fenfual  Man,  thit  has  neither 
^race  nor  Knowledge,  but  runs  headlong  on  to  his 
nthottt  either  CoAfidcration  or  Confcience« 


M«M 


Fab.  245.    A  "l^UlI  and  a  ^0U&^ 

A  Moufe  pinch'd  a  Bull  by  the  Foot,  and  then  flunk 
iV  into  her  Hole.  The  BuU  tears  up  the  Ground 
pon't,  and  tofles  his  Head  in  the  Air,  looking  about, 
1  a  Rage,  for  his  Enemy,  but  fees  none.  As  he  was 
1  the  hei^t  of  his  Fury,  the  Moujt  puts  out  her  Head^ 

S  2  and 


z6o     Anianus's  Fables. 

and  laughs  at  him.  Your  Pride  (lays  Ihe)  may  be 
brought  down  I  fee,  tor  all  your  Blufterijigs  and  your 
Horns  -,  for  here's  a  poor  Moufe  has  got  the  better  of 
ye,  and  you  do  not  know  how  to  help  your  fttf. 

The  Moral. 

Thfre^s  M  fuchlVay  ^ reversing  an  Affhnt  upon  a  Creatttrt  tbafs^ 
Mow  an  Honeft  Marii  Anger ^  as  NegleU  and  Contempt. 

REFLECTION. 

NO  Man  lives  without  Enemies,  and  no  Enemy  is  loDb* 
fpicabk,  but  feme  Time  or  other  he  may  do  a  Bodjr  a  (hxewd 
Turn.  'Tis  Prudence  to  pafs  over  thofc  Indignities,  which 
are  either  too  little  for  our  O)nrideration,or  out  of  our  Power 
to  re:«ch  and  punifh.  For  there's  nothing  more  ri£cuk>us 
than  an  Impotent  Anger,  that  fpends  it  felf  to  no  manner  of 
Purpofe^  and  there's  no  better  way  of  dealing,  with  it,  dan 
to  laugh  It  out  of  0)untenance.  All  Men  in  die  World  that 
yyc  fee  tranfportcd  into  Outrages,  for  fmall  trivial  Matten, 
^all  under  the  Innuendo  of  this  BuUin  tho  Ftbk^  that  ran  tear- 
ing-mad for  the  Pinching  of  a  Moufe, 

Fab.  24(5,    A  Counttp-ltian and  ^ZttXAt^^ 

A  Carter  that  had  laid  his  Waggon  feft  in  a  Sloc^h» 
flood  Gaping  and  Bawfing  to  as  many  of  the 
Gods  and  Goddefles  as  he  could  mufter  up,  and  to  Her- 
€uks  cfpecially,  to  help  him  out  of  the  Mire.  Why  ye 
lazy  Puppy  you,  fays  Hercules^  lay  your  Shoulder  to 
the  Wheel,  and  pridk  your  Oxen  faft,  and  Therms  your 
Time  to  pray.  Are  the  Gods  to  do  your  £>rudgery, 
d'ye  think,  and  you  lie  bellowing  with  your  Finger  in 
your  Mouth  ? 

The  MoR  A  I.. 

Men  inDiJlrefs  muft  JVork  as  well  as  Pray^  jbey  /ball  be  never 
thi  better  elfe. 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  13  hut  after  the  Common  Guife  of  the  World,  for 
the  People  when  they  are  put  to  a  Plunge,  to  cry  out  to  Hca- 
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en  for  Help,  without  helping  themfelves;  whereas  Provi- 
lence  affifts  no  Body  that  dpes  not  put  his  own  Shoulders  to 
he  Work.  Prayers  without  IVorh^  ?re  nothing  worth,  ei- 
her  for  other  People,  or  for  our  felves :  [For  vther  People] 
'.  fay,  becaufe  there  is  a  double  Duty  incumbent  upon  us  in 
he  Exercife  of  tliofe  Powers  ar»d  Abilities,  which  Providence 
las  given  us  for  the  common  Good  of  Both.  There  muft  be 
he  Penny  as  well  as  the  Pater  Nofter.  *Tis  not  a  bare  Lord  Imve 
Mercy  upon  us^  that  will  help  the  Car:  out  of  the  Mire,  or  our 
^Teighbour  out  of  the  Ditch,  without  putting  our  Hands  to  the 
Work.  What  fignifies  the  Sound  of  Words  in  Prayer,  with- 
>ut  the  AfFeAion  of  the  Heart,  and  a  fedulous  Application  of 
tiie  proper  Means  that  may  naturally  lead  to  fuch  an  End  : 
That  is  to  iay,  Body  and  Soul  muft  go  together  in  all  the  Of- 
Sges  of  a  Chriftian,  as  well  as  of  a  Civil  Life,  where  there  is 
place  for  the  Exercife  of  the  Faculties  of  both. 

There  is  alfo  a  pompous  and  noify  Devotion,  that  cries  aloud 
r#  ie  heard  of  Men  \  which  is  by  fp  much  the  more  Odious 
in  the  fight  of  God  than  the  other,  as  an  Hypocritical  Af- 
fedation  of  Religion,  is  worfe  than  a  drowfy  Heartleffneis  of 
Duty.  The  Moral  of  this  Fable  may  be  underftood  te  look 
both  ways ;  but  Cane  muft  be  taken  however,  not  to  let  the 
Scandals  of  Theauical  Appearances,  divert  or  deter  us  from 
the  Pra£Hce  of  Holy  Offices,  within  the  Bounds  of  Piety  and 
Good  Confcience ;  after  the  Example  of  thofe  that  fct  up  for 
Atheijisy  for  fear  they  ftiould  be  uken  for  Enthuftajis.  He,  in 
fine,  that  Made  Body  and  Soul,  will  be  Served  and  Gloriffd 
iiy  Both.  Befides  that,  Hercules  helps  no  Body  ihzt  will  not 
help  Hmfelf. 


F  A  B.  247,    A  Ipeu  and  i^olllCtt  CJfffffi* 

A  Certain  Good  Woman  h;id  a  Hcn^  that  laid  her 
Golden  EggSy  which  could  not  be,  fhe  thought, 
•without  a  Mine  in  the  Belly  of  her.  Upon  this  Pre- 
liimption,  (he  cut  her  up  to  fearch  for  hidden  Tfea- 
lure  :  But  upon  the  Diflection  found  her  juft  like  other 
HenSy  and  that  the  Hope  of  Getting  more  had  betray'd 
her  to  the  1jo%  of  what  Ihe  had  in  Poffdfion. 


S  3  T\\^ 
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The  Moral. 

fins  is  tbi  Eate^  FMy  and  Mifchitf  of  vain  Difires^  and  rf  mi 
inomderatt  Lsve  rfHicbis.  Content  wants  mtbif^^  and  Cmn^ 
tmfmfs  hrings  Biggary. 

REFLECTION. 

THEY  that  would  ftill  have  more  and  more,  can  never 
have  enough  %  no,  not  if  a  Miracle  (hould  interpofe  to  gn* 
.fify  their  Avarice ;  for  it  makes  Men  unthankful  to  the  h^ 
eft  Degree,  not  only  in  general,  for  the  Benefits  thor  xecdve, 
but  in  particular  alfo  to  the  venr  Bene&Aors  themfelvei.  IF 
the  neaneft  Friend  a  covetous  Nun  has  in  the  World,  hadre- 
ally;  a  Mine  in  his  Guts,  he'd  rip  him  up  to  find  it :  For  his 
Bus'nefs  is  to  make  the  moft  of  what  he  has,  and  of  what  he 
can  get,  without  any  Regard  to  the  Courfe  of  Providence,  or 
of  Nature :  And  wluo's  tihe  End  of  all  thefe  unreafooabkDe- 
Jires,  but  Lofs,  Scmidw,  and  Difappointment  ?  The  true  In- 
tent of  thisFableis  to  poflefs  us  of  a  juft  Senfe  of  the  Vanity 
and  Folly  of  dieie  craving  Appetites.  If  the  Woman  cooU 
have  been  contented  with  GMm  Eggs^  (he  might  have  kept 
that  Revenue  on  ftill ;  but  when  nothing  lefs  than  the  jMnr 
it  Jiif  would  ferve  her,  (he  loft  /foi,  Eggs^  and  all. 


w^ 


'EK'i^.  248.    An  3pe  and  her  (EDfDO  052at]$# 

THere  was  an  Ape  that  had  ^wins.  She  doted  vb^ 
on  one  of  them,  and  did  not  much  care  fix*  t'o- 
ther. She  took  a  fudden  Fright  once,  and  in  a  Hurry 
whips  up  her  Darling  under  her  Arm,  and  carries  the 
Other  a  Pick-a-pack  upon- her  Should^.  In  this  hafte 
and  maze,  down  (he  comes,  and  beats  out  her  Favou- 
rite's Brains  againft  a  Stone  -,  but  th^t  which  (he  ba4 
At  her  Back  came  oflFfafe  and  found 

The  Moral. 
fvu^n^s  art  ctmmmhf  ttitfartVMtt, 

HEFLEC- 


Anianus's  Fables-      163 

REFLECTION. 

PARTIALITY  in  a  Parent  in  commonly  unlucky,  if  not 
a  little  unnatural  5  for  Fondlings  are  in  Danger  to  be  made 
Fools  by  the  very  Error  of  their  Education,  and  we  find  it 
experimentally  that    the  Children   that   are  leaft  cocker'd, 
make  the  beft  and  wi(eft  Men.     'Tis  well  to  be  tender,  but 
to  fet  the  Heart  too  much  upon  any  Tiling,  is  what  we  can- 
not juftify,  either  in  Religion,  or  in  Reafon.     I  was  faying 
that  Partiality  was  a  little  unnatural  too.  I  do  not  mean  a  l^ar- 
tiality  of  Inclination ;  for  we  cannot  command  our  Likings 
or  our  Averfions ;  but  I  fpeak  of  a  Partiality  that  (hews  it  felf 
in  a  diftinguifhing  Preference  of  one  to  the  other,  and  there- 
fore what  hankering  Difpofitions  foever  we  may  have^  that 
Fondnefs  fliould  not  tranfport  us  beyond  the  Bounds  of  a  dif- 
creet  AfieAion  ;   and  other  Circutnflances  apart,  we  (hould 
no  more  be  kinder  to  one  Child  than  to  another,  than  we  are 
tender  of  one  Eye  more  than  of  the  other ;  for  they  are  both 
our  own  Fldhand  Blood  alike.  Children*are  naturally  jealous 
and  envious,  and  the  quenching  of  their  Spirits  fo  early,  hazards 
the  damping  of  them  for  ever.     Befide  that,  there  is  no  fuch 
Fop,  in  fine,  as  my  young  Mailer,  ^hat  has  the  Honour  to  be 
a  Fool  of  his  Lady  Mother's  making.  She  blows  him  up  into 
a  Conceit  of  himfelf,  and  there  h^  ftops,  without  ever  advan- 
cing one  Step  further.     In  fhort,  {he  makes  a  Man  of  him  at 
Sixteen,  and  a  Boy  all  the  Days  of  his  Life  after.  And  what 
is  all  this  now,  but  the  true  Moral  of  the  Jpe  with  her  Brats 
here  in  the  Fable  ?  The  Cub  that  fhe  carry'd  at  her  Back  had 
the  Wit  to  ihift  for  it  felf ;  but  the  other,  that  (he  bugged  as 
ihi  Divil  bug^d  the  Witch ^  perifh'd  in  her  very  Arms. 


Fab.  249.     AniDjCC  and  a  ?)Cffe^ 

'  A  Wanton  Heifer  that  had  litde  elfe  to  do  than  to 
x\.  frifk  up  and  dovm  in  a  Meadow,  at  Eafe  and 
Pleafiire,  came  up  to  a  v^orking  Oxe  with  a  Thoufand 
Reproaches  in  her  Mouth  ;  bl^  me,  fays  the  Heifer^ 
what  a  Difference  there  is  betwixt  your  Coat  and  Con- 
dition, and  mine !  Why,  what  a  gall'd  nafly  Neck 
have  we  here !  Look  ye,  mine's  as  clean  as  a  Penny, 
and  fmoodi  as  Silk  I  warrant  ye.    *Tis  a  flavifh  Life  to 
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be  yoak'd  thus,  and  in  perpetual  Labour.  What 
would  you  give  to  be  as  free  and  eaiy  now  as  I  am  ? 
The  Oxe  kept  thefe  Things  m  his  Thoughts,  without 
one  Word  in  Anfwer  at  prcfent ;  bqt  feeing  the  Heifer 
taken  up  a  while  after  for  a  Sacrifice  :  Well  Sifter,  fcp 
he,  and  have  not  you  frifkcd  fair  now,  when  the  EaJfc 
and  Liberty  you  valu'd  your  felf  upon,  has  brought 
you  to  this  End  ? 

The  Moral. 

*Tts  no  new  Thing  for  Men  of  Liberty  andPleafure,  to  make /port 
tuith  tl>€  Plain^  Honeji  Servants  of  their  Prince  andCmmtrj. 
But  mark  the  End  orCtj  and  white  the  one  labours  in  bis  Dtity 
with  a  good  Confcience^  the  other j  like  a  Beajf^  but  Fatting 
up  for  the  Shamblef. 

REFLECTION. 

THERE  was  never  any  Thing  gotten  by  ScnfuaKty  and 
Sloth,  cither  in  Matter  of  Profit  or  of  Reputation  ;  whereas 
an  a^ve,  induftrioys  Life  carries  not  only  Credit  and  Ad- 
vantage, but  a  good  Confcicnce  alfo  along  with  it.  The  La- 
zy, the  Voluptuous,  the  Proud,  and  the  Delicate,  sue  ftruck  i 
at  in  this  Fable :  Men  that  fet  dieir  Hearts  only  upon  the  pre- 
fcnt,  without  either  entering  into  the  Reafbn,  or  looking  for- 
ward into  the  End  of  Things :  Little  dreaming  that  all  this 
Pomp  of  Vanity,  Plenty,  and  Pleafure  is  but  a  Fattening  of 
*cm  for  the  Slaughter.  'Tis  the  Cafe  of  Great  and  Rich  Mca 
in  the  World  j  the  very  Advantages  they  glory  In,  are  the 
Caufe  of  their  Ruin.  The  Heifer  that  valu'd  it  fc!f  upon  a 
fmooth  Coat,  and  a  plump  Habit  of  Body  was  taken  up  for 
a  Sacrifice  ;  but  the  Oxe  that  was  defpifed  for  his  Drudgery, 
and  his  raw  Bones,  went  on  with  his  Work  ftill  in  the  Way 
of  a  fafe  and  honeft  Labour. 


F  A  B.  2  5  o.     A  DOff  and  a  If OIU 

WHat  a  miferablc  Life  doft  thou  lead,  fays  a  Dog 
to  a  Lioh\  to  run  ftarving  up  and  down  thus 
in  Woods  and  Defcrts,  without  either  Meat,  or  Eafe, 
I  am  fat  and  fair  you  fee,  and  it  cofts  me  neither  La- 
bour nor  r.::iis.     Nay,  Hiys  the  ZjW,  you  have  many 

a  good 
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a  good  Bit  no  doubt  on't ;  l)Ut.then,  like  a  Fool,  you 
fubjeft  your  felf  to  the  6l6gS  and  Chains  that  go  a- 
long  widi  it :  But  for  my  opffif  part,  let  him  ferve  that 
ferve  can,  and  ferve  will, .  fUUve  and  die  fece. 

The  JMo  R  AL.  :  , 

That  Man  defervcs  to  be  a  Slave^  that  Sacrifices  his  Liburty  U  hk 
Jf^tiU.  .     •        ;/ 

REFLECTION. 

THE  Moral  of  this  is  .the  fyiae  with  that  of  a  Deg  and 


\  V. 
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THere  was  a  lai^  over^grown  Pik(  xim,  had  the 
F(xtune  to  be  carry'd  out  to  Sea  by  a  flrong  Cur- 
rent,   and  had  there  the  Vanity  to  value  him&lf  above 
all  the  Fifh  in  the  Ocean.    We'll  refer  that  (lays  a  5/«r- 
^eon)  to  the  Judgment  of  the  Market,  and  fee  which  of 
the  Two  yields  the  better  Price. 

The  Moral. 

Every  Man  has  his  Proivince ajfigri d  him^  andnonebuta  Mad" 
Man  will  pretend  to  impofe  >  and  to  give  Laws  where  he  has 
nothing  to  do. 

'       •    REFLECTION.-     - 

T  H  E  R  E's  no  Folly  like  that  of  Vain-Glonr,  nor  any 
Thing  more  ridiculous  than  for  a  vain  Man  to  be  (till  boafting 
of  himfelf :  For  'tis  againft  all  Law  and  Equity,  for  a  Body 
to  be  admitted  a  Judge  in  one's  own  Cafe.  A  fecond  Doc- 
trine may  be  this  (and  wc  find  it  true  bv  Experience)  that 
Money  governs  the  fforU;  and  that  the  Alarket-Price  is  the 
Meafure  of  the  Worth  of  Men  as  well  as  of  Fijbes ;  as  the 
Sturgeon  left  it  to  the  Fijhmonger  to  determine  the  Controvcrfy 
WtwUt  Him  and  the  Pike. 

#  Fab. 
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Fab.  252.    A lOjC and  a Leoparlt 

AS  a  Leopari  was  valuing  him^  upon  thefjoftn 
of  his  Patty-oolour'd  Skin ;  a  Fax  gave  him  1 
Jog,  and  whiQ)et^d  him,  chat  die  Beauty  of  the  Mind 
was  an  ExceUence,  infijiitdy  above  diat  of  a  painted 
Out-fide. 

The  Moral. 


J  Good  TJndirfiaidhig  is  a  Bkjbig  if^tefy  hejomd  «ff  Extff- 
.    nal  Beauties. 

REFLECTION. 

THERE  are  Degrees  in  Good  Things.  There  arefikf- 
fings  of  Fortune,  and  thoTe  are  of  the  loweft  Rite.  The 
next  above  tbofe  Bleffings  are  thp  bodily  Advahtiges  of 
Strength,  Gfacefubtefs  and  Hedth  ;  but  the-  foperiative 
Bleffings,  in  fine,  are  the  BleffingB  of  the  Mind :  Fod%  'tis 
tme,  may  be  allowed  to  brag  cl  foolifh  Thii^ ;  but  the 
Le^parJts  Boemiy  without  the  Ax^s  fFiiy  b  no  beefier  tloa  a 
Fop  in  a  Aiy  ChU. 
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F  A  B.  2  53 .  Demattejs  the  €)|ato^ 


T 


HIS  Vemades  was  a  very  fonous  Oratory  and 
taking  Notice  as  he  was  in  the  middle  of  a 

Difcourfe  to  the  People  upon  a  Subjedt  of  great 

Importance,  that  their  Thoughts  were  wandering  upon 
(bmething  etfe,  he  flipt  from  his  Text  into  this  DigreC> 
Bon.  Ceres  J  (lays  he)  a  Swallow  and  an  Eele  were  tra- 
i^Uing  together  upon  the  Way:  They  came  to  a  River, 
it  feems,  and  the  Swallow  flew  over  it;  the  Eele  made  a 
Qiift  to  fwim  through  it-,—  And  there  he  ftoptj, 
Well,  (lays  fome  of  the  Company)  and  what  bcxame  of 
Ceres?  Why  (lays  Demades)  the  Goddels  was  mightily 
offended,  to  find  fo  many  People  in  the  World  that 
are  deaf  to  any  thing  they  may  be  the  better  for,  and 
yet  have  their  Ears  open  to  Fooleries. 

The  Moral. 

PeopU  arefooner  reclainfd  by  thi  Side-ff^nd  of  a  Surprize^  than 
by  downright  Admonitiw  and  C$un/el;  fir  they*  II  lend  an  Eaf 
to  a  Parable  when  nothing  elfe  wtU  down  with  them. 

REFLECTION. 

MEN  mind  Pleafure,  and  the  SatisfaftlonofaFancy,  ov 
I  loofe  Appetite,  more  than  they  do  better  Things;  and  thef 
ire  fooner  brought  to  tbemiclvcs  and   fet  right  by  tho 
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Innuendo  of  a  Parable^  than  by  the  Dint  of  direA  ReafoD. 
There  are  many  Men  that  are  infinitely  tender  in  Point  of 
Honour,  and  bive  very  little  regard  yet  upon  the  Main,  to 
Truth  and  Equity.  Now  fuch  People  as  thefe  are  fooner 
wrought  upon  by  Shame  than  by  Confcience,  when  they  find 
themfelves  foolM  and  fhanmi'd,  as  we  (ay,  into  a  ConviAioii. 
This  Fable  tells  us  what  we  ought  to  do  in  the  Cafe  of  attend- 
ing to  inftrucb've  and  profitable  Counfels.  It  tells  us  alfo 
what  we  are  apt  to  do,  in  heark'ning  after  Fooleries ;  and 
lofmg  the  Opportunity  of  Hearing  and  Learning  better 
Things.  And  it  (hews  us  in  fine,  the  Force  of  an  AO^nr 
betwixt  Jeft  and  Earneft  \  which  in  fuch  a  Cafe  is  thk,  is 
certainly  the  moft  artificial,  civil  and  efFedhial  Manner  of 
Reproach.  I  call  it  a  Reproach^  for  'tis  an  Affront  to  good 
Manners,  as  well  as  to  ordinary  Prudence,  not  to  hearkoi  to 
a  Man  of  Authority  ^  that  is  to  fay,  to  the  Voice  of  Wifdom, 
when  ffae  fpeaks  to  us  out  of  the  Mouth  of  a  Philolbpher. 
Men  that  have  wand'ring  Thoughts  at  fuch  a  Lefture,  d^ 
ferve  as  well  to  be  whipt,  as  Boys  for  playing  at  Pufh-Pin, 
when  they  fhould  be  learning  their  LefTon :  BeAde,  that  it  b 
enly  another  way  of  calling  a  Man  a  Fool,  when  no  Heedii 
given  to  what  he  fays.  Now  Dcmades  that  underftood  both 
his  Bus'nefs,  and  the  weak  Side  of  human  Nature  pcrfefilj 
well,  never  troubled  his  Head  to  bring  his  Auditory  to  thor 
Wits  again  by  the  Force  of  dry  and  fober  Reafon ;  but  Cir- 
cumvented them  by  a  delicate  Figure  into  a  Curiofity  tiat 
led  them  naturally  to  a  better  Senfe  of  their  Intcreft,  ami 
their  Duty. 


Fab.  254.    A  JFOJC  and  a  ||)ClJge*530ff* 

TT?  Sop  brought  the  Samians  to  their  Wits  again  out 
XmIj  of  a  moft  defperate  Sedition  with  this  Fable. 

A  Fqx^  upon  the  crofling  of  a  River,  was  fbrdd 
away  by  the  Current  into  an  Eddy,  and  there  he  lay 
with  whole  Swarms  of  Flies  fucking  and  Galling  v 
him.  There  was  a  Water-Hedge-Hi^  (we  muft  iim- 
gine)  at  hand,  that  in  pure  Pity  offered  to  beat  antf 
the  Flies  fix)m  him.  No,  no,  lays  the  Fox^  pray  let  *cm 
alone,  for  the  Flies  that  are  upon  me  now  arc  e'en 
hyrfting-full  ah^eady,  and  can  do  me  little  ntiorc  hurt 

than 
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than  they  have  done :  But  when  theie  are  gone  once, 
there  will  be  a  Company  you  fhall  fee  of  ftarv*d  hungry 
Wretches  to  take  their  Places,  that  will  not  leave  fo 
much  as  one  Drop  of  Blood  in  the  whole  Body  of  me. 

Tiberius  Cafar  made  a  very  Pertinent  Application  of 
this  Fancy  to  a  Cafe  of  his  own.  The  (^eflion  was. 
Whether  or  no  he  fhould  cafhier  fome  of  his  corrupt 
Governors  of  Provinces,  for  opprefling  the  People? 
He  gave  the  World  to  underftand  his  Mind  by  this 
Fable. 

There  was  a  Man  lay  miferably  wounded  upon  the 
High- way,  and  Swarms  of  Flies  upon  him,  fucking  his 
Sores.  A  Traveller  that  was  pafling  by,  pity*d  his  Con- 
dition, and  offered  him  his  Service,  in  pure  Charity  to 
drive  them  away.  No,  no,  fays  t'other,  pray  let  them 
alone  •,  for  when  thefe  are  gone  I  fhall  have  worfe  in 
iheir  Places.  This  will  be  the  Cafe  of  my  Sulgefts  if 
I  change  their  Governors. 

The  Moral. 

l%e  Force  of  a  FaUe» 

REFLECTION. 

IF  (fayswff/i^)  You  fhall  once  deflroy  your  prefent  Go- 
'vernor,  that  is  full  and  wealthy,  you  mufl  of  Neceifity  chufe 
others  when  he  is  gone,  who  will  be  fure  to  fill  their  own 
Ooffers,  cfut  of  what  the  other  has  left  ye.  This  Fable,  up- 
on the  whole,  is  very  inflruftive  how  People  fhould  behave 
tiiemfelves  in  the  Cafe  of  a  Male- Adminiflration,  or  Oppref- 
fion  ;  where  there  is  any  Colour  or  Complaint  of  Cruelty,  or 
Xnjuflice  under  the  Cover  of  Sovereign  Power.  The  Pox*s 
Hefolution  here  is  mightily  to  the  nirpofe:  That  is  to  fay, 
"Vrbcre  the  Grievance  is  only  the  Unrighteous  Exercife  of  a 
^wfiil  Authority.  The  Removal  of  Blood-Suckers  that  arc 
^Jready  as  full  as  their  Skins  will  hold,  ferves  only  to  make 
^vay  for  others  that  are  greedy  and  empty.  This  is  no  Re- 
4rp(sof  the  Evil,  no,  not  fo  much  as  a  Change  j  but  in 
*l*ruth,  an  Augmentation  of  it. 

It  is  again  to  be  confider'd,  that  as  Government  is  Necef- 

iry.  Sacred,  and  Unaccountable,  fo  it  is  but  equal  for  us  to 

the  Infelicities  of  a  Male  Excrcift  of  it,  as  we  enjoy  the 
5  BleC- 
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Bleflings  of  Authority  and  publick  Order.  There's  nothing 
pure  tint's  fublunary,  but  fomewhat  ftill  of  Good  blended  widf 
the  Bad,  and  of  Bad  with  the  Good ;  and  this  natural  Mixture 
runs  through  the  whole  Courfe  and  Condition  of  Human  At* 
fairs.  We  are  not  to  be  either  our  own  Carvers^  or  our  own 
Chufers,  and  the  Man  puts  out  his  own  Eyes  that  does  not  fee 
the  Folly,  and  the  Iniqufty  of  ftruggling  with  infuperable 
Powers,  which  is  impious  in  the  Pradtice,  and  miieiable  in 
the  Conclufion.  Where  Government  is  accounted  as  Bon- 
dage, the  Exercife  of  it  fhall  never  fail  of  beii^  call'd  Per* 
fecutlon  and  Oppreffion :  But  to  put  Matters  at  worft^  kt  ui 
for  Argument  fake,  fuppofe  Pilling  and  Polling  Officers,  as 
Bufie  upon  the  People  as  thefe  Flies  were  upon  the  F§x:  Bet- 
ter bear  a  tolerable  prefent  Calamity,  than  exchangie  it  for  a 
Worfe ;  and  the  Fox  had  the  Wit  rather  to  fufiex  tte  Galling 
of  a  Parcel  of  flieSy  than  by  beating  them  off,  to  make  way 
for  a  new  Set  of  hungry  Sharpers  that  would  do  him  fifty 
times  the  Mifchief. 


F  A  B.  2  5  J.    A  S^OUfe  in  a  Cfieff* 

AMoufe  that  was  bred  in  a  Chefij  and  had  liv'd  all 
her  Days  there  upon  what  the  Dame  of  the  Hode 
laid  up  in'r,  happenM  one  time  to  drop  out  over  the 
Side,  and  to  fhimble  upon  a  very  delicious  Morlel,  as 
jfhe  was  hunting  up  and  down  to  find  her  way  in  agsuiL 
She  had  no  fooner  the  Tafte  of  it  in  her  Mouth,  but 
ihe  brake  out  into  Exclamations,  what  a  Fool  fhe  had 
been  thus  long,  to  perfwade  heifelf  that  there  was  no 
Happinels  in  the  World  but  in  that  Box. 

The  Moral. 

j(  contented  Mind  and  a  good  Confcience  will  mate  a  Boefy  bafff 

wh&e-ever  he  is. 

REFLECTION. 

'TIS  well  to  be  content  in  what  Place  or  Condition  foever 
we  are ;  without  being  yet  (b  fond  of  it  as  not  to  be  prepared 
for  any  Change  or  Chance  that  may  befall  us.  A  good  Patriot 
loves  nis  own  Country  beft  5  but  yet  in  Cafe  of  Neceffity,  or  a 
fair  Convenience,  the  whole  Globe  of  the  Earth  is  an  Honeft 

^  Man's 
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an's  Country,  and  be  reckons  himfelf  at  Home  wherever 
is.  The  J^fi  was  wellin  the  Che/f-,  butflbe  found  her-, 
f  better  afterwards  in  the  World:  Which  ferves  to  tell  us 
at  we  taaj  be  happy  in  a  Private  Life,  as  well  as  in  a  Pub- 
ic, and  tnat  by  the  Benefit  ddier  of  a  Chriftian,  or  aPhi- 
(bphical  Refignation  to  our  Lot,  whatever  it  is,  we  may  be 
%vherever  we  are. 


F  A  B.  2  5  6.   A  lt)UjSbanli'^an  and  €tttft^ 

\  Certain  Farmer  compkun'd  that  the  Beards  of  his 
"X  Com  cut  the  Reapers  and  the  Thralhcrs  Fin- 
^rs  Ibmetimes,  and  therdbre  he  deHr'd  Ceres  that  his 
om  m^c  grow  hereafter  without  Beards.  The  Re- 
left  was  granted,  and  the  litde  Birds  eat  up  all  his 
rain.  Fool  that  I  was  (lays  he)  rather  to  loofe  the 
ipport  of  my  Life,  than  venture  the  Pricking  of  my 
ingers. 

The  Mora  l. 

here  nmji  he  m  Rtfining  tipm  the  fVerks rf Previdenci  \  for  be. 
that  dnnks  t$  mend  ibem,  firfeits  bis  Rjgbt  te  the  Bl^jjwg  and 
Benefit  of  tbitn. 

REFLECTION. 

NO  Man  can  be  perfefkly  happy ;  but  if  he  be  either  cu- 
dus,  or  unfteady,  he  (hall  live  and  die  cfaving,  and  in  a 
Aids  Want  of  fomething  or  other  that  is  never  to  be  had. 
/'herefore  we  ihould  do  well  to  weigh  our  prcfent  Inoonve- 
iencies  againft  thofe  that  may  proI»bly  arife  in  the  Future^ 
id  not  ib  much  as  think  of  changing  our  Condition  till  we 
Lve  ballanc'd  the  Accounts.  We  may  lay  down  this,  in 
lort,  for  a  Rule  without  any  Exception,  that  nothing  but  a 
bol  or  a  Mad-man  will  wifli  any  Thing  to  be  othor  than 
iod  has  made  it.  Let  us  reform  our  Live^  and  mend  our 
fanners,  and  fet  every  Thing  rigfit  at  Home  firft,  before  wc 
tkc  upon  us  to  corred  the  Works  of  Providence  and  Na^ 
ire.  The  Husbandman  thought  Com  would  do  better  with- 
iit  .Beards,  till  be  found  that  according  to  the  Vfvj  be  went 
>  Worl^  be ihouldfaave neither meuoifetbert 

Tab. 
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Fab.  257.   A  CountcP'ttiatt  and  a  If&tDft. 

A  Country  FeUow  had  die  Fortune  to  take  a  Hmuk 
in  the  hot  Purfuit  of  a  Pigeon.  The  /£m* 
pleaded  for  her  felf,  tl^t  flie  never  did  the  Comtrj' 
man  any  harm,  and  therefore  I  hope,  fays  flie,  that 
you'll  do  me  none.  Well,  lays  the  CounSfy-manj  and 
pray  what  wrong  did  die  Pigeon  ever  do  you  ?  Now 
by  die  Reafon  of  your  own  Ar^^ment,  you  muft  e'en 
expeA  to  be  treated  your  felf,  as  you  your  fclf  would 
have  treated  this  Pigeon. 

The  Moral. 

'37x  good  to  thinJ^  bifcre  we  Jfcaky  for  fear  of  eondemnir^  mar 
felves  cut  of  our  own  Mouths. 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  Fable  holds  forth  to  us  feveral  Morals.  Ra{iiiie  and 
Injuftice  meet  in  the  End  with  Violence.  One  Murderer  is 
kiird  by  another.  Adulterers  are  paid  in  Kind  ;  and  one 
wicked  Man  punifhes  another.  It  is  but  according  to  tbe 
Courfc  of  the  World,  for  the  Stronger  to  opprefs  the  Weak- 
er, and  for  Thieves  themfelves  to  rob  one  another ;  But  the 
more  Mighty  do  well  however  in  avenging  thoie.  that  are 
opprefs'd  by  the  lef:»  Mighty.  And  the  Fable  has  this  Pn>- 
fpe£l  too,  that  Princes  are  as  much  ty'd  to  vindicate  their 
SubjeAs  Caufe  as  if  it  were  their  own. 

'Tis  no  News  for  the  Weak  and  the  Poor  to  he  a  Prey  to 
the  Strong  and  the  Rich ;  and  the  Vindication  of  the  Inno- 
cent is  no  ill  Plea,  or  Mafque  for  the  Oppreffing.  of  the  Guil- 
ty. Birds  of  Prey  are  an  Emblem  of  rapacious  Officers.  A 
fuperior  Power  takes  away  by  Violence  from  them,  tbtf 
which  by  Violence  they  took  away  from  Others :  But  it  fab 
out  too  often,  that  the  Equity  of  Reftitution  is  forgotten,  af** 
ter  the  Execution  of  the  PunHhment.  Now  what  is  this  Way 
of  Proceeding,  but  drinking  the  Bkxxi  of  the  Widow  and  Or- 
phan at  fecond  Hand ;  for  be  that  takes  away  from  a  Thie^ 
that  which  the  Thief,  to  his  Knowledge,  took  from  an  bo- 
neft  Man,  and  keeps  it  to  himfelf,  is  the  wickeder  Hiief  of 
the  Two,  by  bow  much  the  Rapine  is  made  yet  Blacker  by 
the  Prince  of  Pkty  and  Juftigc.  Here's  a  Cmntry-mm  tabs 
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Hawk  in  the  Chafe  of  a  Pigeon^  the  Hawk  reafons  the  Cafe  with 
m    him  i'The  Country-man  pleads  the  Pigeor^s  Caufe  ;  And  upon  a 
Fair-Hearing,  the  Hawk  (lands  CondemnM  out  of  her  own 
^    Mouth,  and  the  Innocent  is  confequently  delivered  from  her 
r    Oppreflbr.     Now  here's  One  Violence  difappointed  by  An- 
~    other  i  A  poor  Harmless  Wretch  protcfted  againft  a  power^ 
fill  Adver£uy  j    Juftice  done  upon  a  Notorious  Periecutor ; 
and  yet  after  all  this  Glorious  Semblance  of  a  Publick  Spi- 
rited Generofity,  and  Tendernefs  of  Nature,  the  Man  only 
iav'd  the  Pigem  from  the  Hawk^  that  he  might  Eat  it  Him" 
filf:  And  if  we  look  well  about  us,  we  (hall  find  This  to  be 
-    the  Caie  of  moft  Mediations  we  meet  with  in  the  Name  of 
Publick  Juttice. 


F  A  B.  258.     A  ©toalloto  and  a  SpiUm 

A  Spider  that  obferv'd  a  Swallow  catching  of  Flies^ 
fell  immediately  to  work  upon  a  Net  to  catch 
Swallows  J  for  (he  look'c  upon^t  as  an  Encroachment  up- 
on her  Right :  But  the  Birds,  without  any  Difficulty, 
brake  through  the  Work,  and  flew  away  with  the  ve- 
ry Net  it  felf.  Well,  (ays  the  Spider^  Bird-catching  is 
none  of  my  Talent  I  perceive  ;  and  fo  (he  retum'd  to 
her  okl  Trade  of  catching  Flies  again. 

The  Moral. 

A  Wifi  Man  will  not  Undertake  any  thing  without  Means  an^ 
fiueraUi  t9  the  End. 

REFLECTION. 

LET  every  Man  examine  his  own  Strength,  and  the  I^orce 
of  the  Enemy  he  is  to  Cope  withal  before  he  comes  to  Clofe, 
and  Grapple  with  him:  For  he's  fure  to  go  by  the  worft  that 
contends  with  an  Adverfary  that  is  too  mighty  for  him.  'Tis 
good  Advice  not  to  contend  with  Thofe  that  arc  too  ftrong 
for  us,  but  ftill  with  a  faving  to  Honefly  and  Juftice;  for  the 
Integrity  of  the  Mind  muft  be  fupported  againft  All  Violence 
and  Hazards  whatfoever.  TTiis  of  the  Spider  W2S  a  very  fool- 
ifli  Undertaking,  and  as  unjuft  a  Pretence;  for  the  Equity 
of  the  Cafe  is  clearly  miftaken.  The  latent  cf  the  Fjbic  is 
to  ftt  us  Right  in  the  Underftanding,  and  Interpreting  of  In- 
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juries.  'Tis  an  unhappy  Error  to  take  things  for  Injuries  dm 
are  Not  fo  :  And  then  fuppofmg  an  Injury  done,  'tis  a  Nioe 
Point  to  proportion  the  Rcpantion  to  the  D^roe  of  the  h- 
dignit}' ;  and  to  take  a  true  Meafure  of  our  own  Force.  It 
uas  a  ridiculous  Project  to  think  of  catching  a  Swalbw  in  i 
Cohweb ;  and  the  Spider  ^I'as  as  much  Out  too  in  thinking  to 
Reftrain  the  Common  Air  to  its  own  Particular  Ufe.  Tbt 
Swallow  was  a  Fly-iatcher^  as  well  as  the  Spider^  suid  no  noR 
an  Interloper  upon  th^  SpitUr's  Right,  than  the  5^^  was  up- 
on the  Stvallau/s ;  for  the  Flies  were  in  common  to  both.  That 
People,  in  (hort,  defer ve  to  be  doubly  laugh'd  at,  that  aie 
Peevifh,  and  Angry,  Firft,  for  Nothii^,  and  fecondlyy  to  no 
manner  of  Purpofc. 

This  envious  Injufticc  is  frequent  in  the  World;  For  whr 
(hould  People  think  to  Elngrofs  and  Appropriate  the  CommoB 
Benefits  of  Fire,  Air,  and  Water  to  Themfelves  ?  Not  but 
that  there  are  Swarms  of  This  fort  of  State-Spiders  in  tk 
World,  that  reckon  Every  Fly  that's  taken  out  of  the  Com- 
mon-Stock, as  a  Penny  out  of  their  Ozvn  Pockets.  The  BcNm- 
tv  of  God  and  of  Princes  ought  to  be  Free,  both  alike,  witfc- 
out  making  ever)-  Morfel  of  Bread  that  an  Honeft  Man  piti 
in  his  Mouth,  to  be  the  Robbing  of  a  Minion.  WberdbR 
let  cver\'  Man  compute,  Firft,  What  l:c  ougjht  to  do.  fr 
condlv.  What  he  is  able  to  do.  Provided,  Thirdly,  Thatk 
Govern  himfelf  by  the  Rules  of  Virtue  and  Difcretion.  Tb 
Confideration  hcforcliand,  would  l.avc  fav'd  the  Fooliih 
the  Trouble  of  Setlir.g  Nets  for  Su allows. 


F  A  B.  2  59-     A  CotUltrp  man  and  a  &fMC« 

ACotoitry-ftian  that  was  to  jrafs  a  River,  (bunded  it 
up  and  down  to  try  where  it  was  moft  fcxtbbk: 
and  upon  Trial  he  made  this  Oblerviition  on't :  What 
the  Water  nin  Smooth,  he  fount!  it  Dcepeft ;  and  oo 
the  contrary,  Shallowell  where  it  made  moft  Noife. 

The  MoR  AL. 

Thnes  Mere  Dagger  in  a  Refrvd  and  Silent  y  than  in  a  Kfi^ 
Bailing  Emuiy, 
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REFLECTION. 

GREAT  Talkers  arc  not  always  the gratcft  Doers, and 
the  Danger  is  Greateft,  where  there^s  laA  Bluflering  and 
Clainour. 

Much  Tongue  and  much  Judgment  feldom  go  together^  for 
Talking  and  Thinking  are  two  quite  differing  Faculties,  and 
there's  commonly  more  Depth  where  there^s  lefs  Noife.  Wc 
fuid  it  to  be  thus  betwixt  your  fuperiicial  Men,  and  Men  that 
are  well  founded  in  any  Art,  Science,  or  Profeffion.  As  in 
Philofophy,  Divinity,  Arms,  Hiftory,  Manners.  The  very  Pra-^ 
Aice  of  mbb]in|,  is  a  great  Weaknefs,  and  not  only  the  Hu-» 
mour,  but  the  Matter  (hews  it  fo :  Tho*  upon  the  main.  It 
is  not  capable  either  of  much  Good,  or  of  much  Evil ;  for 
as  there's  no  trufting  in  the  Cafe,  {o  there's  no  great  Dan-* 
fler  from  them,  in  theManag^of  any  Defigns  for  manyand 
Rafh  Words  betray  the  Speaker  of  them.  As  to  the  Mm 
of  Silence  and  Rjefer\'e,  that  keeps  himfdf  clofe,  and  his 
Thoughts  Private,  he  Weighs  and  Compares  Things,  and 
Proceeds  upon:  Deliberation*  It  is  good  to  fee  and  found 
however,  Inrfore  a  Man  plunges ;  for  a  Body  mav  as  well  be 
Over-born  by  the  Violence  of  a  Shallow,  Rapid  Stream,  as 
Swallow'd  up  in  the  Gulph  of  fmooth  Water*  'Tis  in  This 
Cafe  with  Men  as  'tis  with  Rivers. 


.  Fa  b.  2  do.    A  ]^f0eon  and  a  J^pc* 

APye  was  Wondering  once  to  a  Pigem^  why  Ac 
would  Breed  ftill  in  the  fame  Holey  when  her 
Yoang  Ones  were  conftandy  taken  away  from  her  be- 
fore they  were  able  to  fly.  Why  That*s  my  Simplicity, 
lays  the  Pigeon.  I  n^canno  Harm,  and  I  fuipeft  none. 

The  Moral. 

Do  as  you  would  be  done  by,  is  a  Better  Rule  in  the  Doffrim 
than  in  the  Pra£fice:  For  Tnift  as  you  would  be  Trufted, 
will  not  held  betwixt  a  Knave  and  an  Honeji  Man.  There* s 
fw  DeaUng  with  a  Sharper  but  at  his  Own  Plaj. 


T*  RE- 
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REFLECTION. 

THE  truer  hearted  anv  Man  is,  the  more  liable  he  is 
to  he  imposed  upon :  And  tncn  the  World  calls  it  Out-witlni 
a  Man;  when,  in  truth  he's  only  Qfr/-if/u7t;V;  And  oblig^di 
even  in  Charity  and  good  Nature,  to  believe  till  he  be  Cou- 
zen'd.  And  we  find  the  Cpuntry-man's  Obfervation  confirmM 
by  daily  Experience.  This  does  not  yet  hinder  Sincere  Sin- 
glenefs  of  Heart  from  being  a  Virtue  fo  neceflary  for  the  Qofk- 
fort  and  Security  of  Mankind,  that  Human  Society  cannot 
fubfift  without  It.  And  therefore  'tis  a  thoufand  Pities  it 
ihould  be  fo  Difcountenanc'd,  and  Abus'd,  as  in  the  common 
PraAice  of  the  World  we  find  it  is.  But  it  fiands  firm  hoiw- 
ever  to  the  fame  Tenor  of  Life ;  As  the  Pigeon  kept  to  die 
fame  Hole  to  lay  her  Eggs  in,  whatever  (he  loft  by't. 


F  A  B.  26 1 .    A  €ucitOtD  and  a  |[)afDit» 

BY  the  Beak  and  theClaws  of  a  Cuckow^  one  would 
take  her  for  a  kind  of  Hawk^  only  One  lives  up- 
on Worms,  and  the  other  upon  Flefh :  Inibmuch  ttat 
a  Harjuk  twitted  a  Cuckow  one  Day  with  her  coarfe 
way  of  Feeding.  If  you'll  look  like  a  Hawkj  why  dorft 
you  live  like  a  Hawk  ?  The  Cuckow  took  this  a  litde 
in  dudgeon ;  but  pafling  by  a  Pigeon-Houfe  feme  fliort 
time  after,  what  fhould  fhe  fee  but  the  Skin  of  this  ve- 
ry Hawk  upon  a  Pole  on  the  Top  of  the  Dove-Hoajt : 
Well !  lays  the  Cuckow  (in  conceit)  to  the  Hawk^  and 
liad  not  you  as  good  have  been  eating  IVorms  now,  as 
Pigeons  ? 

The  Moral. 

Pride  is  an  Ahomi nation  in  the  Sight  of  God,  and  the  yudlgmut 
is  Ju/i  upon  us^  iihen  the  Suhje£I  of  our  Fanity  becomes  the  (k- 
cajion  of  our  Ruin, 

REFLECTION. 

A  Safe  Mediocrity  is  much  better  than  an  Envy'd,  andt 
Dangerous  Excellency.  They  that  in  their  Profperity  dcfpifc 
Others,  (hall  be  furc  in  their  Advcrfity  to  be  defpis'd  That- 
felves.     It  is  much  the  fame  Cafe  with  Men  of  Prey  that  it 
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is  with  Birds  of  Prey.  They  take  it  for  a  Difparagemcnt  to 
Sort  themfelves  with  any  otl^  than  the  Enemies  of  the  Pub- 
lick  Peace :  But  Men  that  live  upon  Rapme,  are  fet  up  for  a 
Mark,  as  the  common  Ei^emy;  and  all  Heads  and  Hands  are 
at  work  to  deftroy  then). 

F  A  B,  252.    A  Countrp'tnan  and  an  acief^ 

As  a  CouHtry-man  was  Grazing  his  ^fs  in  a  Meadow, 
comes  a  Hot  Alarm^  that  the  Enemy  was  juft 
falling  into  their  Quarters.  The  poor  Man  calls  pre- 
fently  to  his  Afs^  in  a  terrible  Fright,  to  fcoure  away 
as  fail  as  he  could  fcamper :  for,  fays  he,  we  fhall  be 
taken  clfe.  Well,  quoth  the  Afs^  and  what  iC  we 
Ihould  be  T^akm  ?  I  have  one  Pack-Saddle  qpon  my 
Back  already.  Will  they  clap  another  a-top  of  that, 
d'ye  think  ?  I  can  but  be  a  Slave  where-ever  I  am  t  fb 
that  'taken  or  not  T(Jcen^  ^cis  all  ^  C^e  to  Me. 

The  Moral. 

If  s  feme  Contort  for  a  Body  to  be  fo  Low  that  he  cannot  fall:  And 
infuch  a  Condition  already  that  he  cannot  well  be  %uorfi^  If  a 
Afan  be  born  to  be  a  Slave j  no  Matter  to  what  Majler^ 

REFLECTION, 

HERE*s  a  Fiftion  of  an  Ahxrm^  and  we'll  fuppofe  it  to 
be  a  falfe  one  too ;  for  the  Inventor  has  not  determin'd  the 
Point.  Now  the  Fancy  will  have  more  Force  and  Ouicknds 
in't  that  wav,  than  t'other ;  and  the  Afi*%  Reafoning  upon 
the  Cafe,  will  hold  good  both  ways  alike :  Only  the  AJfes 
in  the  Moral  are  more  Frightful  than  the  AJfts  in  the  Fable. 
We  Jhallbe  taken  elfe^  is  the  Soi^  of  all  Popular  Male-Contentr, 
when  they  defign  a  Change  of  Government :  And  fo  they  hui  - 
ry  the  Mobile  headlong  upon  the  very  Dread  «f  imaginary 
XJhains  and  Shackles,  into  the  Slavery  they  fear'd  :  But  fome 
AJfes  are  wifer  than  ethers :  for  the  Altitude  would  anfwer 
their  Mafters  elfe  in  One  Injiance^  as  the  Animal  here  in  the 
Emblem  anfwer'd  His,  in  the  Other :  Here  was  no  fcamper-* 
jng  away  at  a  venture,  without  Fear  or  Wit ;  no  Sollicitous 
Enquiry  whether  the  News  was  true  or  no;  But  the  Mpho- 
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l^Jt  has  prudently,  and  for  our  InAru6lion,  caft  thofe  Two 
Circumflances  eut  of  the  Queftton,  tnd  laid  the  Strefs  of  it 
upon  this  iingle  Iflue.  As  who  would  fkj  $  in  all  Govern- 
ments diere  muft  be  Burdens  to  be  born,  and  People  to  bev 
them  :  And  who  fo  pr()per  to  bear  thofe  Burdens,  as  tfaofr 
that  Providence  and  Policy  have  appointed  and  ddlign*d  for 
that  Office  and  Station  f  So  that  *tis  all  one  to  rhe  CommoQ 
People  who's  uppermoft  (that  is  to  fay,  upon  the  Matter  of 
£a&  and  Liberty)  for  jfffes  muft  be  Jffh  ftili,  whoerer  Rides 
them  y  and  Providence  will  keep  the  World  in  Order  fiilli 
whoever  grumbles  at  it. 


F A  B.  2(J3.  A IFOJC  and  a  ftnot  of  ©OlRpJf* 

A  Fox  that  was  taking  a  Walk  one  Ni^tcrofi  a  Vil- 
lage, fpyMaBevyof7^//)f,  Gojftping  IVejicbis^  mt- 
]6ng  mtvTf  over  a  Diih  of  filkss.  Why  ay,  %s  he ; 
Js  not  this  a  hctxvt  World  ik>w  ?  A  pocx*  innooent  Rx 
cannot  fb  much  as  peep  into  a  Hen*Rooft:,  though  bat 
to  keep  Life  and  Soul  together,  and  what  a  bawling  do 
you  make  on*t  prefently  with  your  Dogs,  and  your 
Baftards !  And  yet  You  your  fdves  can  lie  ftufling 
your  Guts  with  your  Hens  and  your  Capons^  and  not  a 
Word  of  the  Pudding.  How  now  Bold-Face^  erics  an 
Old  Trot  J  Sirrah,  we  eat  our  Ozvn  HenSj  Pd  have  you 
to  know  ;  and  what  you  eat,  you  fteal. 

The  Moral. 

^ers  an  Men  cf  Prtyj  as  well  as  Beajls  of  Prejy  that  gccmd 
Jia^nc  asgml  a  Title  as  Propriety, 

REFLECTION, 

THIS  gives  us  to  undcrftand,  Firft,  that  a  Man  may  h 
what  he  will  with  his  own  ;  but  he  has  nothing  to  do  with 
the  Propriety  of  another  Body.  Secondly^  that  People  mn 
do  any  Thing  with  Impunity,  where  there's  no  Body  to  cw 
*em  to  account  for't ;  and  that  which  b  Death  for  one  to  do, 
js  lawful  for  another. 

There  are  feveral  Starts  of  Fancy,  that  oflF-hand  look  well 
enough  \  but  bring  them  to  the  Teft,  and  there's  nothing  in 
•cm»  The  Fox*^  Reproach  hcye  upon  the  GoJJipSj  was  a  Frolick 
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plaifant  enough ;   but  without  any  Colour  or  Congruity  of 

Reafon ;  and  the  Fallacy  lies,  for  the  fame  Thing  done  by  fe* 

"feral  Perfons,  to  the  (kine  Kight  of  doing  it  i   though  under 

Circumftances  fo  different,  that  there's  no  Parity  at  all  betwixt 

them  upon  the  Collation.     This  Freak  has  fomewhat  of  the 

Air  in*t  of  the  Young  Fellow's  Conceit  to  his  FatMer,  when 

he  took  him  ruffling  his  Grandmother,     f^hy  may  net  I  lie 

v/itb  ymtr  Mother^  feys  he,  a^  well  as  you  lie  with  mine  ?  Thcfe 

F^xit  ihouM  do  well  to  confider,  that  the  High- way-men,  and 

other  Criminals  have  as  much  to  fay  for  themfeives,  where 

there's  a  Breach  of  Law,  and  common  Juftice  in  the  Cafe, 

This  Inftance  of  the  Fox  and  the  GoJJips^  comes  to  the  Old 

Proverb ;  that  One  may  better  Jleal  a  Horfe^  than  Amther  look 

^er  the  Hedge. 

Fab.  264.    Ciiponi8  IFat  and  leaiv 

THere  were  a  great  nmny  Cramn^d  Capons  tc^ther 
in  a  Coop,  fome  of  'em  very  Fair  and  Fat^  and 
Others  again  did  not  thrive  upon  Feeding.  The  Fat 
Ones  would  be  ever  and  anon  making  fport  with  the 
Ijsan^  and  calling  them  Starvelings  -,  'till  in  the  End, 
the  Code  was  order*d  to  drefe  fo  many  Capons  for  Sup^ 
per,  and  to  be  fare  to  take  the  beft  in  the  Pen  :  When 
it  fame  to  that  once,  they  that  had  moft  Flefh  upon 
thchr  Backs,  wifhM  they  had  had  lefe,  and  'twould 
have  been  better  for  *em. 

The  Moral, 

Profperity  mates  People  Proudy    Fatj  and  Wanton ;  but  when  a 
Day  of  Reckoning  comes  ^  They  are  the  Firft'Jlill  that  go  to  Pot^ 

REFLECTION. 

THE  Fat  Capons  in  this  Fable,  are  the  Rich,  the  Great, 
jrnd  the  (Externally)  Happy  Men  \n  the  World.  People  weigh 
Virtue  in  common  Reputation,  as  they  do  Flefli  in  the  Mar- 
ket, at  fomuch  a  Pound.  This  agrees  too  in  the  Contempt  of 
Men  of  a  lefs  SiwP  and  Quality,  and  they  meet  with  the  fame 
Fate  in  the  End  too,  by  a  juft  Judgment  upon  them  for  their 
infuhing  Vanity.  They  are  piade  the  very  Mark  for  Envy 
and  Avarice  to  (hoot  at :  and  equally  in  Danger  of  being  fa- 
crificed,  either  tp  Tyranny,  or  to  Faction.    The  Poor,  in 
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fine,  have  this  Confolation,  that  their  Condition  is  iafefi 
and  eafier,  than  that  of  the  Rich ;  and  all  Peopk  in  did 
World  will  agree  with  thofe  Capons  in  the  Fable,  that  it  is 
better  to  Live  Lean  than  to  DU  Fat. 


Fab.  265.     0]cm  and  a  Piece  of  ^imbec^ 

TH  E  Timber  was  complaining  of  the  Ingratitude  of 
the  Qxeft,  How  often,  fays  the  Timber^  have  I 
fed  ye  with  my  Leaves,  and  relieved  ye  under  my  Sha- 
dow ?  and  for  you  to  drag  me  now  at  this  Rate,  over 
Dirt  and  Stones !  Alas !  cry'd  the  Oxen :  Do  not  you 
fee  how  we  pant  and  graan,  and  how  we  arc  goaded 
on,  to  do  wlut  we  do  ?  The  Timber  confider*d  how  un- 
willingly they  did  it, ,  and  fo  forg«ive  theni. 

The  Moral. 

JVhat  tve  are  fcrc*d  to  do  by  an  Over-ruling  Ptnver  and  Necejkj^ 
is  not  properly  our  own  A£f. 

REFLECTION.^ 

'  r  I S  not  the  Thing  that  is  done,  but  the  Intention  in  the 
Doing  of  it,  that  makes  the  Aftion  Good  or  Evil.  There's  a 
great  Difference  betwixt  what  we  do  upon  Force,  and  what 
upon  Inclination  !  and  the  good  Will  is  ncverthelefe  obliging, 
though  by  fomc  unlucky  Accident  it  ftould  be  diverted  to 
my  Ruin.  Where  there  Is  neither  Privity,  nor  Confent, 
there  can  be  no  Malice,  and  confequently  no  Crime,  or  Dif- 
obliffation.  For  all  other  Mifadventures  amount  to  no  more 
in  Truth,  than  that  which  we  call  ill  Luck,  in  the  Accidents 
of  Life ;  wherefore  the  Timber  was  in  the  Right  to  forgive 
the  Oxen  here,  and  fo  fhall  we  be  too,  if  after  the  Doftrine 
and  Example  of  this  Fable,  we  forgive  one  another. 


Fab.  166.   €recs  gjtrcfff&t  and  CroofeeH^ 

THere  Wiis  a  delicate  Plantation  of  Trees  tliat  were 
all  IVell'groivn^  Fair  and  Smooth^  fave  only  One 
Dwarf  among  them  that  was  Knotty^  and  Crooked^  and 
fe  Reft  had  it  in  derifion.     The  Matter  of  the  Wood, 
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it  iee^is,  was  to  build  a  Houie,  and  appointed  his 
WcMfanen  tcfupply  the  Timber  out  of  that  Grove,  and 
to  cut  down  every  Stick  on't  that  they  found  fit  for 
Service.  They  did  as  they  were  ordered,  and  this  i7/- 
favma^d  Piece  was  left  alone. 

The  Moral. 

Celebrated  Beauiieyare  feldom  Fortunate. 

REFLECTION, 

'TIS  a  Felicity  to  be  Plain,  and  Inconfiderable,  where  'ti^ 
dangerous  to  be  otherwUe.  There  are  a  Thoufand  Inconve- 
niences that  attend  Great  Beauties  and  Fortunes,  which  the 
Poor  and  Deform'd  are  free  from ;  not  but  that  it  is  better 
to  ^11  Honourably  in  the  Service  of  the  Publick,  than  to  Sur- 
vive, in  the  Scandal  of  an  unprofitable,  and  an  inglorious 
Life.  The  Moral  gives  us  alfo  to  underfbuid,  that  Pride  mil 
have  a  Fally  and  that  no  Perfonal  Advantages  can  either  jufti* 
fy  or  proted  Great  Men  in  their  Infolence  over  their  Infe- 
riors. The  Beautijul  Trees  go  all  to  wrack  here,  and  only  the 
Atif'Jbapen  and  Defpicable  Dvoarf  is  left  Staniing. 


Fab.  267.    A  ®toan  and  a  ®tO|it^ 

A  Stork  that  was  preient  at  the  Song  of  a  dying 
Swan^  told  her  'twas  contrary  to  Nature  to  fing 
ib  much  out  of  Seafbn  ;  and  ask'd  her  the  Reaibn  c^ 
it  ?  Why,  lays  the  Swan^  I  am  now  entering  into  a 
State  where  I  fhall  be  no  longer  in  danger  of  either 
Snares,  Guns,  or  Hunger  \  and  ^dio  woiud  not  joy  at 
(iich  a  Deliverance  ? 

The  Moral. 

Death  is  the  Laji  Farewtl  to  all  the  Difficulties^  Pains j  and  Htt' 
zards  of  Life. 

REFLECTION. 

*T  I S  a  great  Folly  to  fear  that  which  'tis  impoflftle  to 
avoid:  And  it  is  yet  a  greater  Folly  to  fear  the  Remedy  of 
all  Evils  :  For  Death  cures  all  Difeafes,  and  frees  us  m>m 
all  Cares.     It  is  as  great  ^  Folly  s^^un,  not  to  prepare  our 
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fchcsy  and  proride  for  the  Entertainment  of^in  inevitablt 
Fats.  We  are  as  fure  to  go  out  of  the  World,  as  we  are  that 
ever  we  came  into't ;  and  nothing  but  the  Confcience  of  a 
good  Life  can  fupport  us  in  that  laft. Extremity.  The  Fidi- 
on  of  a  Swanks  (inging  at  her  Death,  docs,  in  the  Moral, 
but  advife  and  recommend  it  to  us,  to  make  ready  for  the 
chearful  Entertainment  of  our  hft  Hour,  and  to  confider 
with  our  felves,  that  if  Death  be  fo  welcome  a  Relief  even 
to  jfmmalsy  barely  as  a  Deliverance  from  the  Cares,  Mife- 
ries,  and  Dangers  of  Troublefome  Life,  how  much  a  greater 
Ble^ing  ought  all  good  Men  to  account  it  then,  that  are 
not  only  freed  bv  it  from  the  Snares,  Difficulties,  and  Di- 
ftraftions  of  a  wicked  World,  but  put  into  Pofleffion  (over 
and  above)  of  an  cverlafting  Peace,  and  the  Fruition  of  Joys 
tfoit  fhall  ne\'er  have  an  End  ! 


Fab.  26S.   The  3ineottfalatI$  OSiootiv 

THere  was  a  poor  Young  PToman  that  had  broudit 
her  felf  e*en  to  Death's  Door  with  Grief  for  her 
Sick  Husband  -,  but  the  good  Man  her  Father,  did  all 
he  could  to  comfort  her.  Come,  Child,  fays  he.  We 
are  all  mortal :  Phick  up  a  good  Heart,  my  Girl ;  for 
kt  the  worft  come  to  the  worft,  I  have  a  better  Huf- 
bguid  in  ftore  for  thee,  when  this  is  gone.  Alas,  Sir, 
&ys  fhe,  what  d'ye  talk  of  another  Husband  for  ?  why 
you  had  as  good  have  (faiick  a  Da^er  to  my  Heart. 
No,  no ;  if  ever  I  think  of  another  Husband,  may 
- — Without  any  more  ado  the  Man  dies,  and  the  Wo- 
man ioamediately  breaks  out  into  iuch  Tranfports  of 
tearing  her  Hair,  and  beating  her  Breaft,  tlut  every 
Body  thought  fheVi  have  run  ftark-mad  upon't :  But 
^ipon  fecond  Thoughts,  j(he  wipes  her  Eyes  -,  lifb  *cm 
op,  and  cries,  He^/effs  Will  he  done ;  and  then  turns  to 
her  Father,  Pray  Sir^  lays  Ihe,  About  T'otkr  Husband 
jcu  wasfpeaking  cf^  Is  be  here  in  the  H$ufe  ? 

The  Moral. 

7iis  Fahle  ghis  us  U  underftand^  that  a  Wid&u/s  Tears  an 
qtiiikly  tkfd  Mf^  and  that  it  is  mt  imp^fj^e  for  a  ffimatt  t» 
iia^lfTi  tht  Death  afber  Utsband\  and  after  aU  thtOmraget 
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^  ber  FufUTQl  SorroWy  to  propcfe  to  her/elf  many  a  merry  Hour 
m  the  Arms  of  aficond  Spoufe, 

REFLECTION. 

H£R£*8  the  Figure  of  a  Worldly  Sorrow,  and  of  a. 
Worldly  l/ove,  drawn  to  the  Life,  from  the  Heart  and  Hu- 
mour of  a  ri^t  Worldly  Woman.     Hypocrific  out-does  the 
Truth,  in  Grief,  as  well  as  in  Religion.     'Tis  too  fierce  and 
noifie  to  be  natural ;  but  the  Oflentation  fupplies  the  Place 
of  the  Duty.     If  the  Wife's  Tranfports  had  not  been  coun- 
terfeit, they  would  have  been  as  certain  Death  as  the  Huf- 
band's  Difeafe:  For  Flefli  and  Blood  are  notable  to  bear  up 
under  fo  intolerable  a  Weight.     It  is,  in  Ihort,   only  the 
aSing  a  Part,  not  the  Difcharge  of  a  flowing  Paflion ;  fho 
takes  the  Hint,  plays  her  Roll,  cries  out  her  Set  Time^  and 
when  the  Farce  is  over,  betakes  herfelf  from  her  Infirmity 
to  her  Philofophy ;    not  forgetting  the  politick  Part  all  this 
while,  of  making  her  Mourning  for  One  Husband  a  Prologue 
to  the  drawing  on  of  Another. 

And  this  is  not  the  poor  Woman's  Cafe  alone,  but  many 
a  poor  Man's  too ;  for  the  Extravagance  holds  for  a  fick  Wifi^ 
as  well  as  for  a  fick  Husband.     'Tis  Cuftom,  Praftice  and 
good  Manners,  in  fine,  that  in  a  great  Meafure  rules  this 
Affair.     People  proportion  their  Griefs  to  their  Hopes,  and 
their  Tears  to  their  Legacies.     There  is  as  much  a  Fs^ion  in 
the  Mourning  Face,  as  in  the  Mourning  Drefs ;  and  our  very 
Looks  muft  be  in  the  Mode,  as  well  as  our  Cloaths.     This 
Hint  minds  me  of  a  plea&nt  Droll  of  a  Painter,  to  an  Honour- 
able Lady  of  my  Acquaintance  that  was  fitting  for  her  Pi^hire. 
Madam  ((ays  he}  will  your  Ladyjhi^  be  pleased  to  have  your  Lip 
drawn  as  they  wear  *em  now?  It  is  a  notable  Part  of  good  Breed-; 
ing,  to  know  When,  and  How^  and  how  Much,  and  how 
Long  to  Cry ;  and  Every  thing  nmft  be  done  too  as  they  do  it  now^ 
I  fpeak  this,  as  to  the  Method  of  a  Widow's  Lamentations: 
But  when  the  Husbanets  dead^  then  the  Play  is  done ;  and  then 
it  comes  to  the  old  Bear-Garden  Cafe,  when  the  Bull  had 
tofs'd  a  poor  Fellow  that  went  to  (ave  his  Dog:  There  was  a. 
mighty  Busfle  about  him,  with  Brandy  and  other  Cordials  to 
bring  him  to  himfdf  again ;  but  when  the  College  found 
there  was  no  good  to  be  done  on't,  If^eHy  go  thy  waysy  jfaques^ 
lays  a  jolly  Member  of  that  Society,  Tlere^s  the  bejl  Back-fword 
Man  in  the  Field  gone.     Come^  play  another  Dog.     The  fick 
Husband  here  wanted  for  neither  Slo^  nor  Do^rs,  and  every 
thing  was  in  a  Hurry  too  in  both  Places  alike.    The  IXzn 

dies. 
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dips,  and  the  Woman  bethinks  herfelf.  Well,  Czy%  fhe, 
Theris  the  beji  Husband  gotu  that  ever  ffiman  had  to  do  withal: 
Buty  Pray  Sir^  is  fotlnr  Husband  in  the  Houfe  that  you  were 
Jpeaking  of?  What  is  all  this  now,  but  dirc£tly  to  the  Tune  of 
The  Butcher* s  Back-Sword  Many  and  Playing  another  Dog  ? 


A  P.  26^.   A  (DQiCnCi)  parting  with  her  dtDeet- 

A  Common  Wench  was  wringing  her  Hands,  and 
crying  herfelf  to  Death  almoft ;  and  what  was 
the  Bufineis  forfooth,  but  (he  had  newly  parted  with 
her  SwectrHeart.  Away,  ye  Fool  you  (lays  one  of 
her  Neighbours)  to  torment  yourfelf  out  of  your 
life  for  fuch  a  Fellow  as  this !  Nay,  lays  the  Lafi,  I 
am  not  ib  mudi  troubled  at  parting  with  the  Man  ^ 
but  he  has  carry^d  away  his  Cbat  too;  and  truly,  when 
tie  had  ^ven  me  all  he  had  in  the  World  befide,  me- 
thinks  I  have  e'en  might  had  that  too  as  well  as  all  tl^reft. 

The  Moral. 

Kerens  a  Mercenary  Preflitute  drawn  to  the  very  quick j  that  lays 
her  Profit  more  to  Heart  than  her  Love. 

REFLECTION. 

IT  feldom  falls  out  that  a  Common  Mijlrefs  troubles  her 
Head  much  with  particular  Inclinations,  though  there  arc 
fomc  Mercenaries  fo  gciKrous  yet,  in  the  way  of  their  Pro- 
fcffion,  that  rather  than  not  trade  at  all^  thev'll  trade  to  Lofs. 
But  this  was  not  the  Cafe  of  the  forrowful  Wight  here  in  the 
Fable :  Her  Trouble  was  the  Lofs  of  the  Coaty  not  the  Lofs 
of  the  Man.  'Tis  the  (ame  thing  with  Cheats  and  Sharpers, 
that  'tis  with  Whores ;  and  the  fame  Humour,  in  (hort,  that 
we  find  in  all  Human  Bcafk  of  Prey,  There  can  be  no 
Fricndfhip  where  there's  Treachery ;  but  there  arc  Degrees  in 
Treachery  itfclf;  as  the  Betraying  of  an  honourable  Confi- 
dence, and  of  a  facred  Truft,  is  the  bafeft  of  all  Perfidies. 
This  (hufRing  Inclination  fliews  itfelf  in  us  betimes :  And 
Children  do  naturally  apply  themfelves  to  their  little  Shifb 
ami  P'rauds.    Now  'tis  not  much  amifs  to  let  them  underihmd 

fo 
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lb  much  of  the  Rogueiy  of  the  World,  as  to  fecure  them  from 
beir^  wheedled  and  impos'd  upon :  Provided  that  under  co- 
lour of  teaching  them  to  difcover  Abufes,  they  be  not  en- 
couraged to  priStife  them:  For  he  that  perfddUy  underftands 
£iUe  Play,  lies  under  a  dangerous  Temptation,  at  fome  time 
or  other  to  make  ufe  on't.  And  when  he's  once  in,  'tis  no 
eafie  Matter  to  get  him  out  again.  Never  was  any  Whore 
yet  fo  impudent,  as  not  to  feel  fome  touch  of  Modeffy,  and 
Remorfe,  upon  the  firft  falfe  Step  fhe  made :  But  Wicked 
People  harden  by  little  and  little,  and  fo  go  on  by  Degrees, 
till  they  are  paft  all  fenfe  either  of  Shame  or  of  Confdence. 
Cbeatii^  and  Bawdry  go  together  in  the  Worlds  as  well  as  in 
the  FaiUy  and  the  Profeflbrs  of  the  Trade  are  as  infatiable  in 
the  one  way  as  they  are  in  the  other.  When  they  have  left 
a  poor  Devil  no  Fle(h  on's  Back,  they'll  quarrel  for  his  very , 
Skin  too,  as  the  Jilting  Jade  here  did  for  her  Cully's  Coat^ 
when  (he  had  left  nothing  elfe. 


Fab.  270.    A IFlp  upon  a  WS^ttl^ 

WHat  a  Dttft  do  I  raifi !  (ays  the  Ffy  upon  the 
Coacb'fVbeel  ?  and  what  a  rate  do  I  drive  at, 
lays  the  lame  Ffy  again  upon  the  Horf^s  Buttock  ? 

The  Moral. 

This  Fly  in  the  FaUe^  is  every  Trifling  Arrcgant  Fop  in  Nature^  If 
tvhat  Name  or  Title  foever  Dignijy^dy  or  Difiinguijb*d. 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  may  be  apply 'd  to  well  nigh  all  forts  of  vain  Per- 
fons  -  and  Humours :  As  thofe  that  afTume  to  themfelves  the 
Merits  of  other  Men's  Services.  Thofe  that  talk,  and  think, 
and  busfle,  as  if  nothing  were  done  without  them.  All  Med- 
lers,  Boafters,  and  Impertinents,  that  fteal  away  the  Reputa- 
tion of  better  Men  for  their  own  Ufe.  The  World  is  fiill, 
in  fine,  of  thefe  pragmatical  Flies^  that  value  themfelves  for 
being  In  at  every  thing,  and  are  found  EfietShially,  at  laft  to 
be  juft  good  for  nothing. 

It  is  the  Fortune,  and  it  is  the  Humour  of  weak  and  tri- 
fling Men  to  value  themfelves  upon  idle  and  trivial  Matters  ; 
and  many  Times,  in  Truth,  upon  juft  nothing  at  all ;  That  is 

to 
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to  fiiy,  upon  a  ialfe  Perfwafion  that  thejr  do  thii^  uriiidi 
tbey  do  not  do,  and  govern  Afiairs  wherein  they  have  no 
manner  of  Interefts.  They  place  a  Reputation  alfo  upon 
Things  that  a  (bber  Man  would  be  out  of  Countenance  to 
own,  and  contend  for  the  Credit  of  being  the  Audx>rs  of 
Fooleries.  fFhat  a  Duft  d^  I  raife  ?  fays  the  filly  Fly.  And  have 
«re  not  Millions  of  vain,  empty  Pretenders  in  the  World,  thft 
talk  at  die  fame  rate,  and  with  as  little  Colour,  either  of 
Truth  or  of  Reafon?  Twas  [I]  carrvM  fuch  a  Caufe;  fucfa 
%  Ddate,  fuch  a  Queftion.  'Twas  {Ij  that  Advis*d,  Brought 
about,  or  Prevented  this  or  that,  when  yet  upon  the  Up(Mt, 
tfab  fame  [I]  was  no  more  than  the  Fod,  that  fancy'd  he 
olay'd  upon  the  Orgauj  when  he  only  drew  the  Btlbws. 
Whence  comes  it  now  that  Men  arrogate  to  themfelves 
thus,  where  they  have  nothing  to  do,  and  claim  a  Tide,  as 
matter  of  Credit,  to  the  weakeft  things  in  the  World ;  but 
for  want  of  underfbmding  the  true  Meafures  of  Honour  and 
Virtue?  The  Moral  of  this  Vanity  runs  through  all  D^rces 
of  Men,  and  all  Fundions.  There's  nothing  fo  great; 
there^s  nothing  fo  little,  as  not  to  afford  Subjeft  for  tfab 
bufy  and  over-weening  Conceit  to  work  upon :  No,  not 
from  the  modelling  of  Commonwealths  ;  the  winning 
of  Battles;  the  faving,  or  the  recovering  of  Kingdoms,  to 
the  very  PIfs  raiiing  the  Duft  here  in  the  Fable. 


F  A  B.  27 1 .     An  Ccle  and  a  dltabe«. 

YOU  and  I  are  fo  alike,  fays  the  Ede  to  the  Snake^ 
that  methinks  we  fhould  be  fomewhat  a-kin; 
and  yet  they  that  perfecute  me,  are  afraid  of  yoa 
What  Ihould  be  the  reafon  of  this  ?  Oh  (fays  ^tSnake) 
becaufe  no  body  does  me  an  Injury  but  I  make  him 
finart  for't. 

•  The  Moral. 

In  all  Cwtroverjies  tbey  come  (ff  left  that  keep  their  JUvfrJkrm 
hi  fear  of  a  Revenge, 

REFLECTION. 

PATIENCE  and  Impunity,  is  an  Encouragement  to  in 
Affront.    The  Divine  WIIUqoi  has  appointed  a  Hell  as  well  as 

HcavcHf 
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Heaven,  to  the  End  that  Dread  and  Terror  on  the  one  hancf 
0uy  fupply  the  want  of  Gratitude,  AfieSlon,  and  Good  Na- 
ture on  the  other :  What  is  it  but  the  Fear  of  Puhifhment  that 
keeps  the  World  in  Order?  And  what  but  the  Awe  we  fland 
in  of  Majefty,  and  Power,  that  fupports  the  Dignity  of  Go- 
vernment  ?  This  Moral  runs  through  the  whole  Hifioiy  of  our 
Lives,  for  'tis  every  Man's  Cafe  from  Top  to  Bottom.  Prim- 
ces  Themfelvesj  without  Stings  are  no  better  than  Drones  ^  and 
when  the  Sacred  Chara^er  is  difarm*d,  there's  no  longer  any 
Re\'erence  to  be  expcAed  for  the  Perfun.  When  People  find 
it  dangerous  to  offend  their  Superiors,  they'll  take  care  to 
pleafe  tbem :  And  there's  as  much  difference  upon  this  Point, 
between  one  Governour  and  another,  (the  Refemblance  not- 
withftanding)  as  there  is  betwixt  an  EeU  and  a  Snake, 


Fab.  272.    teamen  Praying  to  SafntsT. 

IT  blew  a  terrible  Tempeft  at  Sea  once,  and  there 
was  one  Seaman  took  notice  that  the  reft  of  his  Fet- 
lows  were  praying  finrerally  to  fo  niany  Saints.  I&ve 
a  care  my  Mafters,  lays  he,  what  you  do;  for  what  if 
we  ihould  all  be  drown'd  now  before  the  Mellenger 
can  deliver  his  Errand  ?  Would  it  not  be  better  with- 
out going  io  &r  about,  to  pray  to  Him  that  can  iave  as 
without  Help  ?  Upon  this,  they  tum*d  their  Prayers  to 
God  himfel^  and  the  Wind  pvefemly  fell 

The  Moral. 

The  Sbaruftand  Sure/  Waj  rfdoir^  Bufwefs  is  Beft. 

REFLECTION. 

nriS  good  to  be  fure»  where  our  Salvation  is  at  Stake ;  and 
to  run  no  more  Rifque  of  the  main  Chance,  then  of  neceffity 
muft.  What  needs  any  Man  make  his  Court  to  the  Servant, 
when  his  Accefs  is  open  to  the  Mailer  ?  And  efpecially  when 
that  Mafter  is  as  ready  to  give,  as  the  Petitioners  to  ask.  A 
wife  Man  will  take  the  nearcft  and  the  fureft  Way  to  his 
Journey's  End ;  and  commit  no  Bufmefs  of  Importance  to  a 
Proxy,  where  he  may  do't  himfclf. 

Fab. 
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Fa  b.  273.    The  jFi(|)e0  and  the  frpinQ^^patU 

A  Cook  was  frying  a  Difh  of  Live  Ft/hi  and  fb  foon 
as  ever  they  felt  the  Heat  of  die  Pan  ;  There's 
no  enduring  of  This,  cry'd  one,  and  fo  they  all  leapt 
into  the  Fire;  and  inftead  of  mending  the  Matter,  they 
were  worfe  now  than  before. 

The  Moral. 

The  Rimedy  is  many  times  worfe  than  the  Dlftafe^ 

REFLECTION. 

L  £T  a  Msui's  prefent  Sute  be  never  fo  uneafte,  he  ihould 
do  well  however  to  bethink  himfelf  before  he  changes,  fbr 
fear  his  next  Remove  ihould  be  worfe.     This  is  according  to 
the  common  Underftanding  of  the  Allufton,  though  not  fb 
agreeable  perhaps  to  the  true  Reafon  of  the  Cafe :  For  it  was 
not  either  Levity  Or  Impatience ;  but  intolerable  Pain,  and 
abfolute  Neceffity,  that  made  the  Fifh  fhift  their  Conditioir: 
So  that  the  Moral  would  have  born  This  DoArine  rather : 
That  where  we  have  certain  Death  before  us,  and  only  This 
Choice,  whether  it  (ball  be  a  Speedy  or  a  Ungring  Deatb, 
That  which  puts  us  fooneft  out  of  our  Pain,  (though  never  lb 
fbarp)  is  the  more  eligible  of  the  two.     But  to  take  it  accord- 
ing to  the  Old  Proverb  now ;    we  undcrftand  by  \Out  rf  the 
Frying'Pan  into  the  Fire]  that  things  go  from  bad  to  worfe< 


Fab-  274.    A  LeOffUe  of  OBeOftjEf  and  JTlfteiBf* 

TH  E  Beajts  entered  into  a  League  with  the  Fi/bes 
againft  the  Birds.  The  War  was  declared  •,  but 
the  FiJheSy  inftead  of  their  ^ota^  fend  their  Exoiie, 
that  they  were  not  able  to  march  by  Land. 

The  Moral. 

The  Vanity  of  helplefs  Alliance. 


RE- 
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REFLECTION. 

THERE'S  no  Contrafting  of  Alliances  with  Thofe  that 
e  out  of  Diftahce  of  AfEffing  in  a  time  of  Need.  In  all 
ontra<fb,  whether  of  publick  Alliance,  and  Commerce,  or 
irticular  Friendfhip,  there  muft  a  Regard  be  had  to  recipn>- 
.1  Aid  and  Afliftance^  in  cafe  of  any  Diftrefs ;  fo  that  all  the 
ircumftances  of  Ability,  Difpofition,  Situation,  Intereft,  ifc» 
uft  be  taken  into  Thought,  and  rightly  underftood,  he- 
re the  Bargain  be  ftruck:  For  'tis  a  fcandalous  Overfight 
•  err  in  any  of  the  EiTentials  to  a  Prtidential,  and  a  Beneii- 
al  Agreement;  By  which   is  intended  any  fort  of  Defe^ 

Incajiacity  that  may  Obftru A  or  P'niftrate  the  End  of  the 
saguc.  Thofe  Contra^  are  ridiculous  and  void  in  them- 
[ves,  that  (hall  pretend  to  oblige  us  againft  Nature.  For 
s  a  Banter^  not  a  Conftderacy^  to  talk  of  Fijhes  marching  by 
indy  and  living  out  of  their  Element. 


^r^ 


Fab.  275.   A  CotJttous  ambaffanoi* 

\  Certain  Ambaffadcr  that  was  ftill  pcfter'd  with 
jL  Drams  and  Trumpets  every  where  upon  the  Way 
*  his  Embafly,  was  willing  to  fave  his  Money,  and  lo 
ud  them  put  off  ftill  with  this  Anfwer :  That  his  Ex- 
Uency  was  in  deep  Mourning  for  his  Mother,  and  in 
>  Humour  for  Mufick.  The  Drums  and  Trumpets 
a-e  at  leaft  as  much  troubled  at  the  Tidings,  as  the 
mbajfador  Himfelf.  This  News  came  to  the  Ear  of  a 
nibn  of  Honour,  who  prefently  made  him  a  condo- 
ig  Vifit.  Pray,  my  Lord  (fays  the  Nobleman)  how 
ig  may  your  Mother  have  been  dead?  Why,  lays  the 
nbajfador^  'tis  now  a  Matter  of  Forty  Tears ;  which 
pounded  the  Riddle,  and  put  an  End  to  that  Con- 
rverfy. 

The  MoR  AL. 

fre  is  a  certain  agreeable  way  of  Fooling  betwixt  Jejt  and  Ear^ 
^efly  that  carries  both  Pleafure  and  Profit  along  with  it ;  for 
r/  faves  a  Man*s  Money  one  way^  and  his  Credit  another. 

U  RE- 


290    Abstemius*s  Fables. 


REFLECTION. 

ACCORDING  to  the  old  Moral,  covetous  Men  wS 
make  any  (hift  to  fave  Money :  But  this  Allufion  is  the  kd 
Part  of  the  Bus'neis.  'Tis  no  eafie  matter  for  People  in  man; 
Cafes  to  fave  their  Money,  and  their  Credit  both:  But  tb 
beft  Thing  to  be  done,  in  the  Difguife  of  a  Bale  and  Sordii 
Humour,  is  the  managing  the  Impofture  with  a  good  Gnoe 
and  in  fuch  a  Manner,  that  if  a  Man  carries  it  ofF,  thnc^ 
fo  much  Money  fav'd  ;  and  if  he  be  detedled,  there  will  b 
fomething  pleafant  in  the  Frolick  to  attone  for  a  fecret  Nar 
rownefs  of  Heart. 

At  this  rate  of  a  pretended  Freak  or  Whim(y,  a  great  n* 
ny  other  Corruptions,  and  Impcrfcdions  may  be  fo  palliate! 
as  to  take  off  much  of  the  Scandal  of  them  ;  for  many  a  wick* 
ed  Thought  is  fo  varnifh'd  over  in  the  PraAice,  as  to  prf 
Mufter  among  the  gay  Arts  of  Gallantry  and  Converfadoa 
The  Thing  above  all  others  to  be  wifh'd,  ftudy'd,  and  ea- 
deavour'd,  is  to  have  a  clear  Mind,  and  to  leadf  a  Life  in  A 
Confcientious  a  Probity  of  Manners,  as  in  Thougjht,  Woi^ 
and  Deed,  to  make  good  the  Character  of  an  untainted  H»- 
neft  Man :  But  where  this  Difcipline  ihall  be  found  too 
for  Flefli  and  Blood,  (and  there's  no  living  up  to  the  rij 
rous  Exaftncfs  of  Purity  and  Juftice)  it  wUl  in  fuch  a 
be  the  beft  of  a  bad  Game  to  keep  clear  of  open 
and  to  give  the  Infirmity  the  beft  Face  that  the  Matter 
bear:  As  the  Ambajfadnr^  betwixt  Jcft  and  Earneft,  Gift 
Cloak  of  Raillery  over  his  Avarice. 


Fab.  276.    An  Old  JTrfcuH  and  a  CarHinat 

AN  Ingenious  Cavalier,  hearing  that  an  old  Fri 
of  his  was  advanced  to  a  Cardinalaie^  went 
Congratulate    his  Eminence   upon  his    new 
Pray  Sir,  fays  the  Cardinal^  looking  ftrangely 
him.  Give  me  the  Favour  of  your  Name,  and  of 
Bus'nefs.     I  am  come,  fays   the  Cavalier^  to  C< 
widi  your  Eminence,    and .  to  tell  you  liow  h( 
I  pity  Men  that  are  ovcr-char^d  wicli  Dignity 
Preferment ;  for  it  turns  Peoples  Brains  to  that 
that  they  can  neither  S:c,  nor  Hear,  nor  Und< 
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:e  other  Men  ;  and  makes  them  as  abfolutely  to  for- 
t  their  Old  Friends^  as  if  Aey  had  never  feen  them 
fore  in  their  Lives. 

The  Moral. 
Honours  change  Mahmrs. 

REFLECTION. 

THlS  18  a  Reproof  to  the  Pride  and  Vanihr  of  thofe  Men, 
It  when  they  come  to  be  advancM  themlcives,  forget  all 
sir  Old  Friends  and  Acquaintance,  even  thofe  that  rais'd 
Ml.  This  Fable  is  Human  Nature  to  the  Very  Quick,  on- 
it  has  Two  Handles  to*t,  and  it  would  not  be  fair,  to  take 
in  the  worfe  Senfe,  without  fbmewhat  of  an  Apology^  or 

Excufe  for*t  where  'twill  bear  a  better. 
It  is  almoft  as  true  in  Phibfophy  as  \t  is  in  FaA^  and  Com-^ 
3n  PraArce,  that  Ubnours  change  Manners.  Men  afTume 
ficr  Thoughts ;  other  Opinions  of  thcmfelves  i  hay,  and 
noft  another  Nature,  when  they  contraft  other  Intcrefts. 
be  Stamp  of  Dignity  defaces,  in  fome  People  the  very  Cha- 
Serof  Humanity,  and  tranfports  them  to  fuch  a  Degree  of 
aughtineis,  that  they  reckon  it  below  the  Qi?ality  of  a  Great 
Ian,  to  exercife  either  good  Nature,  or  good  Manners :  As 

d^nify'd  Flefh  and  Blood  were  not  of  the  fame  Ccmpoft- 
on  with  other  Men.  Now  what  does  all  this  Arrogance 
mount  to,  more,  than  the  Pride  of  an  Afs  in  his  Trappings  i 
•ken  'tis  but  his  Mafter*s  taking  away  his  Top-^Knot,  to 
Qake  an  Afs  of  him  again. 

But  we  arc  yet  to  diftinguifli  betwixt  thofe  that  take  State 
9A  Diflance  upon  them,  purely  out  of  Pride  and  Humour^ 
9Bd  thoie  that  feem  to  do  the  fame  thing,  though  in  a  Com-> 
Suite  with  the  Neceflity  of  their  AfFairs.     It  is  impoffible 
v  a  Publick  Miniftcr  to  be  fo  open  and  eaiy  to  all  his  Old 
^riends  and  Acquaintance,  as  he  was  in  the  Statie  of  his  Pri-> 
^aoe  G>ndition ;  and  at  the  fame  time,  to  attend  the  necefisH 
f  Funflions  of  his  Office :   But  this  may  be  all  help'd  out 
tt,  bjran  AfFability  of  Addrefs,  without  any  Offence,  either 
b  his  Bus'nefs,  or  to  his  Duty.     A  Word,  an  A^ion,  a 
Sountenance,  managed  with  Honour  and  Difcretion,  is  fuf- 
Kient  to  uphold  the  Reputation  of  his  CharaiEler  *,  for  thers 
tt  Artificial  ways  of  telling  People  what  a  Man  would  do 
?  he  could,  without  a  furly  Oftentation  of  an  Unwilling- 
kb  to  do  the  Things,  that  effedually  are  not  i^  his  Power. 

1>V  A 


29^    Abstemius's  Fables. 

AGoodfVoriy  they  fay,  Cffts  m  nure  than  a  Bad :  BcfiJc 
in  the  Cardifiars  forgetting  his  old  Fr'und  here,  he  did  n 
forget  himfelf. 


^AB.  277.    Al^Olinff  DjoU  and  a  CtOO! 

0111  ^an^ 

A  Gibing  Toung  Man  happened  to  meet  an  Old  M 
whole  Agp  and  Infirmity  had  brou^t  his  Bi 
to  the  Shape  of  a  Bent  Bow.  Pray  Fathcr»  (lays 
will  you  fdl  your  Bow?  Save  your  Money  yc  FocJ  y 
lays  t'other;  for  when  you  come  to  my  Yeais,  ; 
Hull  have  fuch  a  Bow  for  nothing. 

The  MoR  AL. 

lie  that  would  not  Uvi  to  he  Old,  bad  he/l  be  banged  wbem 
loungm 

REFLECTION. 

'TIS  irreverent  and  unnatural,  to  fcoiF  at  the  Infirmi 
of  Old  Age^  fmce  there's  no  avoiding  them,  but  by  dying 
times.  We  are  all  born  to  die,  and  ever)'  jot  as  ccnaia  t 
\^'c  ihall  go  out  of  the  World,  as  that  we  are  already  a 
into*t ;  but  whether  by  a  Natural,  or  a  Violent  Death, 
know  not.  Time  and  Human  Fraitty  will  bring  us  to  < 
End  without  the  Help  of  any  Contingencies  or  Diftempen 
the  By  ;  fo  that  our  Decap  are  as  much  the  Works  of  I 
ture,  as  the  (irft  Principles,  of  our  Being:  and  the  Bof%  C 
celt  of  the  Crooked  Bow  here,  is  no  better  than  a  Blafpbemi 
way  of  making  fport  with  the  Courfe  of  Providence :  Bd 
the  Folly  of  fcoflEng  at  that  in  another,  which  we  ourfel 
are  fure  to  come  to  at  !a(l,  or  worfe. 


Fab.  278.    An  OIU  JTcIIotD  and  a  ^mv\ 

THere  was  a  fo!  m  il  Piece  of  Gravity  that  liv'd 
about  Threefcore  and  Ten,  without  ever  fo  mu 
as  knowing  a  Woman  from  a  IVcather-Cock,     The  D^i 

ougl 


< 
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ought  him  a  Shame,  and  paid  him  both  Intercft  and 
Principal,  in  making  the  Old  Doting  Fop  marry  a  Toutjg 
Girl  He  would  be  often  complaining  afterward,  how 
unluckily  he  had  difpos'd  of  his  Time;  When  I  was  a 
Toung  Man^  fays  he,  I  wanted  a  Wife^  and  now  Tm  an 
Old  Marty  my  Wife  wants  a  Husband. 

The  Moral. 

*thi  common  Fate  of  unequal  MatcheSy  efpecialfy  in  the  Cafe  of  an 
Old  FellffiVy  and  a  Tmng  JVench '^  where  the  Humour  is  as  con- 
trary  as  Sununcr /7«rf  Winter,  Light  and  Darknefs^  or  Day 
and  Night, 

REFLECTION. 

there's  nothing  Good  or  Natural,  that's  out  of  Sea- 
fon.  Nay  the  moft  obliging  Offices  in  Nature,  and  the  great- 
eft  Blei&ngs  under  the  Sun,  lofe  much,  both  of  their  Value, 
and  of  their  Relifli,  when  they're  miftim'd. 


Fab.  279.    An  (Caffle  and  a  Ppe* 

THere  was  a  pert-dapper  Spark  of  a  Mag-Pye^  that 
fencyM  the  Birds  would  never  be  well  govern'd 
till  he  hinifelf  ftiould  come  to  fit  at  the  Helm.  In  this 
Freak  he  petitioned  the  Eagle  to  take  him  into  his  Ca- 
binet ;  for,  fays  he,  I  have  no  ill  turn  of  a  Body  for't. 
I  have  my  Tongue  and  my  Heels  at  command  ;  and 

"  can  make  as  much  Noife  and  Bulsle,  to  as  little  Pur- 

'  pofe,  as  any  He  perhaps  that  flies  between  a  Pair  of 
Wings.  He  was  going  on  in  the  Hiftory  of  his  Qua- 
lifications, when  the  Eagle  gracioudy  told  him,  how 
feniible  he  was  of  the  Volubility  both  of  his  Tongue^ 
and  of  his  Manners,  Jtnd  fo  of  his  Faculties  and  good 
Breeding ;  but,  lays  he,  you  are  fo  confoundedly  given 
to  Squirting  up  and  down,  and  Chattering,  that  the 

►  World  would  be  apt  to  fay,  I  had  chofen  a  Jack  Pud- 

t  ^ng  hx  a  Prime  Minijter. 

*' 

U  3  Tbft 
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The  M  o  R  A  t. 

Gnat  BahUrSy  w  Talkers  are  a  fort  <f  People  not  fit  either  ftt" 
Tru/ly  Buftnefi  or  Cortverfation. 

REFLECTION. 

THE  World  is  like  to  be  well  gpvern'd,  when  Pyes  and 
Daws  (hall  take  upon  them  to  fet  up  for  Philofopheis,  Dodors 
of  the  Chair,  and  Men  of  State  and  Government.  Thii^ 
are  mightily  out  of  order  in  that  Quarter  efpecially^  when  vain 
Fools  come  to  be  admitted  into  Bus'nefs  upon  the  Credit  of 
their  own  Word. 

The  Importunity  of  fuch  a  Fop,  is  excellently  fet  forth  in 
the  Qualifications  of  this  Pye  \  for  he  enforces  the  Rcafon  of 
his  Pretence,  by  the  cleareft  Arguments  in  the  World  againft 
Himfelf.  He  would  be  a  State/man  becaufe  he  is  z.Bujfm\ 
as  if  there  went  no  more  to  the  making  of  a  Coufuelbty  then 
the  Faculties  of  a  Merry- Andrew^  or  a  Tumbler.  Here's  the 
confident  Ambition  of  a  foolilh  twattling  Pretender  on  the 
one  )mnd,  and  a  juil  Reproof  of  him,  in  a  moil  ReafonaUe 
Refufal  on  the  other ;  to  teach  us,  that  the  want  of  Shame^ 
Brains,  or  good  Manners,  does  not  prefently  entitk  evciy 
little  Skip-JacM  to  the  Boards  End  in  the  Cabinet.  But  our 
Pagle  h^re  was  not  a  Prince  to  advance  the  Minifiers  of  hii 
PUafures  to  be  AUn'tJiers  of  ^tate^  and  to  make  his  Sfert his 
Buftnejs. 


Fab.  280,     A  Cpuntcp^man  and  a  ^Ott(i(. 

THere  was  a  plcafimt  fort  of  %  Poor  Fellow  had  his 
Houfe  a-Fire  •,  but  his  Misfortunes  did  not  make 
him  lofe  his  good  Humour.  As  it  was  all  in  a  HaiDCi 
out  bolfs  a  Moufe  from  the  Ruins  to  fave  her  felf ;  The 
Man  catches  her,  and  throws  her  back  again.  Why 
thou  Ungrateful  Wretch  (fays  he)  to  leave  thy  Friend 
pow  in  Adverfity,  that  gave  thee  Bread  in  Prolpcrity. 

The  MoR  AL. 

^Tis  a  Barbarous  Faculty^  an  Ill-natured  Wit ;  that  wiUratber 
exfofe  the  very  Life  and  Rfputation  of  a  Friend^  than  lofe  the 
.     Opportunity  of  a  je/f. 

R  E" 
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REFLECTION. 

'TIS  the  Practice,  but  it  is  the  Bafenefs  of  the  World  too, 
for  Men  to  govern  thcmfclves  wholly  by  their  Intcreft,  and 
to  abandon  All  that's  Sacred  and  Honourable,  for  the  faving 
of  their  own  Skins.  Thus  fays  the  Moral ;  but  the  Conceit 
was  not  worth  the  Life  of  the  poor  Creature,  and  therefore 
the  Allegory  not  to  be  recommended ,  bccaufe  it  fets  up  a 
titk  Principle.  There  was  a  Place  for  Honour,  Dignity  of 
Mind,  and  Humanity  to  (hew  itfelf,  in  the  Cafe,  though  but 
to  a  poor  Moufe:  And  there's  nothing  to  be  faid  in  defence 
of  the  wanton  Cruelty  of  facriiicing  a  Life  to  a  Jcfc :  But  to 
come  now  to  the  Ungrateful  Point,  the  bare  Innuendo  of  it 
would  ftare  fo  many  People  in  the  Face,  that  it  were  better 
pais'd  over  in  Silence ;  for  the  Moral  drawn  out  at  length, 
would  be  a  Satyr  againft  Mankind.  And  Millions  of  Men 
that  carry  their  H^ds  high  in  the  World,  would  fall  under 
the  Laih  of  the  C§untrymanh  Exclamation  here.  • 


Fab.  281.    A €)ich lljerntit^ 

THere  was  a  very  good  Man,  that  in  the  Five  and 
twcn'tieth  Year  of  his  Age,  fell  into  a  defperatc 
Fit  of  Sickneis ;  the  Doftors  fat  upon  him,  and  the 
whole  College  were  of  opinion,  that  there  was  no  fa- 
ving of  his  Life  without  the  Ufe  of  a  Woman.     The 
Poor  Man  lay  Humming  and  Hawing  a  good  while,^ 
.   betwixt  Sin  and  the  Remedy ;  but  in  the  end,  he  gave 
up  himfclf  wholly  to  the  Phyficians  fo  do  with  him  as 
they  thought  fit.     Upon  this,  the  Dodors,  by  Confent, 
put  a  good  Armful  of  warm  Womaa*^  Flelh.  into  the 
Bed  to  him,  by  way  of  a  Recipe^  and  fo  laid  him  to  reft^ 
till  about  fomc  two  Hours  after :  At  which  time  they 
came  to  fee  how  the  Prefcription  had  wrought ;  and 
there  did  they  find  the  Poor  Rdigicus  tearing  his  Hair^ 
beating  his  Breaft,  and  groaning  as  if  his  very  Heart 
would  break.     So  they  fell  prefcntly  to  Reafoning,  and 
Gifing  upon  the  Matter  widi  him,  and  laying  comfort- 
aUe  Diftindions  befwe  liim  betwixt  the  Morality,  and 
the  Neccffity  (rf  what  was  done.    No,,  no.  Gentlemen, 

U  4  fe?i^ 
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fays  he,  my  Grief  is  nqt  t(iereaboucs ;  but  it  goes  to 
the  Heart  of  ipe  to  think  how  long  I  have  liv'd  in  Ig- 
norance ;  and  that  this  Fit  of  Sicknds  flKxild  never 
take  me  Iboncr, 

The  Moral. 

FUJb  is  Frail.  When  a  Jhrong  Appetite^  and  a  trouhlefimi  Vn- 
tuemeet  in  Competition^  ^iis  a  hard  Matter  for  a  Man  tortffi 
the  Temptation. 

REFLECTION. 

WE  may  gather  from  hence,  i^,  that  People  are  FMh 
and  Blood  in  a  Cell,  as  well  as  in  a  Palace.  2^^,  That  it  b 
a  very  great  Maftery  for  a  Man  to  ftand  firm,  in  a  Cafe, 
where  Human  Frailty,  violent  Inclinations,  and  the  Preferva- 
tion  of  Life  itfelf,  are  in  a  Confpiracy  againft  his  Virtue. 
3^,  That  a  very  pious  good  Man  may  think  himiclf  better 
thain  he  is,  for  want  of  an  Occafion  to  try  the  Force  of  hb 
Goodncfs  and  RefiJution.  \thhfy  That  when  the  Flefli  aoj. 
the  Devil  have  once  got  the  better  of  a  fcrupulous  Confcience, 
it  puts  a  Man  pad  all  fenfe  of  Shame,  as  well  as  of  the  Sin;  ta 
the  Degree  of  Glorying  in  his  Wickednefs.  The  Hohf  Mm 
was  not  fo  much  troubled,  it  fecms,  at  the  Ufe  of  the  Rfme^j 
as  that  he  h^d  not  try'd  the  Experiment  fooner.  You  may  talk 
wliat  you  will  (fays  Lais)  of  your  Philofophers  and  Learned 
Men ;  but  I  have  as  many  Vifits  from  thofe  Sparks  as  from 
pther  People.     And  (he  was  much  in  the  right  on't. 


Fab.  282.     A  ElClj  (^an  and  a  Holttb  ^Ct' 

^  A  ^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^  certain  block-headed  Fellow  to 
x\  his  Servant^  and  the  Mafter  would  be  faying  to 
him  at  every  turn.  Well !  Thou  art  the  very  Prince  of 
Fools !  I  would  I  were,  fays  the  Man,  in  a  (awcy  Huflf 
once,  for  I  would  be  the  greatcft  Emperor  upon  the 
Face  of  the  Earth  then,  and  You  youifclf  fhould  be 
One  of  my  Subjefts. 

The  Moral. 

7he  Only  Univerfal  Mmarch  is  the  King  of  Fools  \  for  tht  wbolt 
Race  of  Maniind  are  his  Subje^s. 


Abstemius's  Fables,    xcff 


REFLECTION. 

THE  whole  World  is  full  of  Fools,  only  he  that's  the 
Lcaft  One  is  the  Wifcft  Mjni.  This  would  have  l)ecn  well^ 
if  the  Moralift  had  not  given  the  block-headed  Servant  too 
much  Privilege :  But  the  ill  Manners  is  fuitable  enough  how- 
ever, to  the  Charaftcr.  It  was  fuch  a  kind  of  coarfe  Corn-* 
plement  that  Scotus  put  upon  Charles  the  Baldy  as  they  wers 
fitting  together  at  a  Table.  The  Emperor  ask'd  him  ^idinm 
tereji^  (fays  he)  inter  Scotvmt^ Sotum?  (playing  upon  the  Con- 
ceit of  Sr^/ and  Sot),  [Men/a]  fays  he.  That  is  to  fay,  the  Ta- 
ble is  between  the  Scot  and  Sot:'  And  fo  with  the  Liberty  of  a 
Buffoon^  the  School-man  turn'd  the  Sot  upon  the  Emperor^  in 
Law-Latin :  This  Booby's  Anfwer  in  the  Fable,  as  unmanner-^ 
ly  as  it  was,  had  yet  a  great  deal  of  Truth  in't ;  for  He  that 
can  advance  himfelf  to  be  a  Ksngof  Fooh^  may  be  honeftiy  rct 
puted  withm  a  Hair's^  Breadth  of  an  Univerfal  Monarch. 

Fa  b.  283.     A  ([^iDOtD  had  a  Mind  to  ^atcp^ 

WELL!  fays  a  Widow  in  Confidence  to  a  Friend 
of  hers,  I  am  utterly  undone  for  want  of  a 
Sober,  Provident  Husbandy  to  look  after  my  Eftate ; 
and  there's  no  Body's  Advice  that  I  had  rather  have 
than  Yours.  But  pray,  will  you  take  This  along  with 
You  too  -,  that  for  the  Coarfe,  Common  Bus*nefs  of 
Matrimony,  as  I  am  an  Honefl:  Woman,  the  *  very 
Thoughts  on*t  turns  my  Stomach ;  Very  well,  fays  the 
Confident,  and  now  I  know  your  Mind,  it  fhall  go 
hard  but  ?11  fit  ye.  The  gopd  Woman  went  her  way 
for  the  prcfent,  and  the  next  Day  pamc  to  her  again, 
quite  overjoyed  that  fhe  had  found  out  a  Man  fb  ahfor 
lutely  for  her  turn.  I  have  provided  ye  a  Man  (lays 
Ihe)  of  Induflry  and  Integrity;  and  one  that  perferay 
underflands  all  forts  of  Bus'nefs ;  and  then  for  Turn- 
ing your  Stomach,  My  Life  for  yours^  Madam,  hc*s 
not  in  a  Condition  to  give  you  any  Qualms  that  way. 
j^oay^  ye  Fool^  fays  fhe,  /  baU  the  Infirmity^  though  I 
love  the  Virtue. 
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The  Moral. 

fyhmen  are  all  of  a  Make^  and  in  fome  Things  weft  of  them  in 
a  ATmd.  One  JVoman  feels  another  JVomorCs  Pulfe  in  her 
cwn  reins  j  and  there's  no  halting  before  Cripples. 

REFLECTION. 

THE  R  E's  no  difputing  with  a  Man  that  denies  Principles^ 
and  there  are  certain  Praccgnita  in  the  Motions  of  Flefh  and 
Blood,  as  well  as  in  the  Philofophy  of  the  Schools :  In  which 
Cafes,  we  underftand  our  Duty  without  a  Teacher,  and  ac- 
quit our  felves  as  we  ought  to  do,  without  a  Prompter.  That 
is  to  iay,  there  are  fome  certain  Fundamentals  of  Natural  Ju-^ 
fiice^  tliat  we  take  for  granted,  and  tnift  another  for  s  as  in 
the  Propofition  of  our  Widow  here  in  the  Fable,  without  any 
need  of  Articles  for  the  Performance  of  Covenants.  The  Wi- 
dow, in  {hort,  play'd  the  Gipfy,  and  fo  did  her  Confident  too, 
in  pretending  to  believe  her :  But  there's  no  catching  Old 
Birds  with  Chaffs  for  one  Woman  reads  the  Heart  of  Woman- 
kind in  her  own  Bread.  She  was  a  Fool  to  be  mealy-mouth'd, 
where  Nature  fpeaks  fo  plain.  There  may  be  Exceptions  'tis 
true,  to  a  General  Rule,  but  none  to  an  Univerfal.  It  was 
no  ill  (hift  however  to  come  ofF  withal,  that  in  defpite  of  all 
her  Averfions,  (he  was  not  yet  for  making  a  Virtue  of  Neccf- 
fitjr.  The  Publiflier  of  Mr.  S.elderi%  Table  Talk,  telb  us  of  a 
Girl  that  was  worth  forty  of  our  Widow  here,  and  an  Ho- 
neft,  Down-right,  Plain-dealing  Lafs  it  was.  The  Wench 
was  jutt  newly  marry'd,  and  fo  foon  a»  ever  the  Job  was  over. 
Pray  Abiher^  fays  Oic,  Muft  not  I  go  to  Bed  now?  No,  no, 
Child,  iays  Mamma^  you  muft  take  your  Dinner  firft :  Oi, 
lays  the  Girl,  and  then  go  to  Bed  I  warrant  ye.  No,  my  Dear, 
not  yet,  fays  the  Mother,  you  muft  Dance  after  Dinner.  Ay^ 
aj^  fays  the  Girl  again,  and  then  to  Bed,  No,  no,  lays 
t'other,  you  muft  Sup  firft,  and  Dance  again.  Ay^  ay^  mi 
then  to  bedy  fays  the  Bride.  This  Girl  did  but  fpeak  the 
Widow's  Mind ;  for  let  Flefli  and  Blood  pretend  wh^  it  will, 
to  Bed,  to  Bedj  will  be  the  j?0&  of  the  Song. 

Fab.  284.     CotDll'DOffSJ  and  COUntcp* 

j'TpIS  a  common  thing  upon  the  pafllng  of  ;i  grange 
A.  Dog  throi^  a  Town,  to  have  a  hundred  Curs  bawl- 
in 
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ing  at  bis  Breech^  and  every  Yap  gets  a  Snap  at  him. 
There  was  one  particular  I>og,  that  when  he  faw  there 
was  no  faving  his  Skin  by  running  away,  tum*d  upon , 
his  Purfuers,  and  then  found  upon  the  Trial,  that  one 
Set  of  Teeth  was  worth  two  Pair  of  Heels  j  for  upon 
that  Refolution,  they  all  fell  off,  and  fneakM  their  way. 
A  Giptain  took  Ocoifion  to  apply  this  Inftance  to  his 
People,  Fellow-Soldiers  (feys  nc)  take  this  for  a  Rulc^ 
Thofe  that  run  away,  are  m  more  Danger  than  the  0^^ 
thers  that  ftand  the  Shock. 


Fab.  285.    A Snafte to 3iupftcr* 

A  Snake  that  found  himfelf  perfecuted  by  Men,  ap- 
pealed to  Jupiter  for  Relief ;  who  told  him  that 
it  was  his  own  Fault ;  for  (lays  he)  if  you  had  but  bit 
the  firft  Man  that  affronted  ye;  the  fecond  would  have 
token  warning  by't. 

The  Mo  R  A  L  of  the  two  Fables  above.   • 

Tie  putting  up  of  one  Affront  draws  on  another. 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  is  no  il]  Emblem  of  the  Common  People ;  that  arc 
infolent  fo  long  as  they  are  feared,  and  fhrink  where  they  find 
Danger ;  for  their  Courage  is  calculated  to  the  Opinion  they 
have  of  the  Enemy.  It  is  the  Nature  of  all  forts  of  Mun-* 
gril  Curs,  to  bawl,  fnarle,  and  fnap,  where  the  Foe  flies  be>- 
fore  them ;  and  to  clap  their  Tails  between  their  Legs  when 
an  Adveriary  makes  head  againft  them.  There's  nothings 
in  (hort,  but  Refolution,  to  carry  a  Man  through  all  Dift- 
culties :  And  fince  it  is  fo  abfolutdy  neceflary,  the  fooner  it 
is  taken  up,  the  better  it  fucceeds.  Tisa  Matter  of  very  e- 
vil  Confequence,  to  let  the  Rabble  offer  Publick  Affronts 
Gratis.  A  feditious  Word  leads  to  a  Broj  1,  and  a  Riot  un-* 
punifh'd,  is  but  next  Door  to  a  Tumult :  So  that  the  bearing 
of  one  Indignity  draws  on  another.  Bite  the  firft  Man  that 
affronts  yc,  and  y'are  life  for  ever  after. 

Fab« 
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Fab.  285.    The  f rOfflS  and  €o|t£rfftjEf. 

AS  a  G>mpany  of  Frogs  were  trifling  and  playing 
up  and  down  in  a  Meadow^  fomc  TarioifeSy  that 
look*d  on,  were  mightily  trouUed  that  they  could  not 
do  ib  too :  But  taking  notice  a  while  after,  how  thefe 
Frogs  were  pick'd  up,  and  deftroy'd  by  Birds  and 
Fiflies :  Well  (lays  one  of  *em)  'tis  better  to  live  Dull 
and  Heavy,  than  to  die  Light  and  Nimble. 

The  MoR  AL. 

Every  Part  and  Creature  of  the  TJniverfe  has  its  fr^er  Place 
Statien^  an  J  Faculties  aJfipCdi  and  to  w'tjh  it  otberwiftj  were 
^  find  fault  with  Providence, 

REFLECTION. 

THAT  which  Nature  has  allotted  us  is  bcft  for  us,  and 
It  is  great  Folly  and  Wickodncfs  for  People  not  to  be  content 
with  it,  and  thankful  for't. 

No  Man  knows  himfelf,  or  undcrftands  his  own  Con- 
dition, but  by  Comparifon,  and  upon  Experience.  Our  very 
Wiflics,  many  times,  are  mortal  to  us :  and  the  very  Grant- 
ing of  our  Prayers,  would  but  fer\'c  to  make  us  ftill  more  and 
more  miferable.  The  Tortoife*s  Shell  was  a  Clog  and  a  Bur- 
<Icn,  till  they  found  it  neccflary  for  the  Defence  of  their  Lives; 
and  they  cnvy*d  the  EaAnefs  and  Lightnefs  of  the  Frogs,  till 
they  faw  them  Joll'd  to  pieces,  and  Dcvour'd  for  want  of  a 
Buckler  to  cover,  and  proted  them.  But  they  came  tben  to 
be  of  the  Beggar's  Mind,  that  ftood  gaping  at  my  Lady  De- 
von/hire's Funeral :  Here's  a  brave  Sight,  fays  flic,  and  jet  I 
Gad  Bcfs,  for  all  that,  I  had  rather  be  a  Live  Beggar  than  a 
Dead  Countefs,  The  Moral  concludes  in  this,  that  there  can 
be  no  Thought  of  Security,  or  Quiet  in  this  World,  but  in 
a  Reflgnation  to  the  Allotments  of  God  and  Nature.  If  the 
Tfirtoijes  had  had  their  Wifli,  they  had  e'en  been  pick'd  up 
tmong  the  frcgs. 


Fa  b. 
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Fab.  287.    The  90itZ  and  the flDalt* 

THE  Mice  found  it  fo  troubldbm  to  be  ftill  climb- 
ing the  Oak  for  every  Bit  they  put  in  their  Bellies, 
that  they  were  once  about  to  let  their  Teeth  to^t,  and 
bring  the  Acorns  d(>wn  to  them  •,  but  fome  wifer  than 
fome^  and  a  Grave  Experienced  Moufe^  bad  them  have 
a  care  what  they  did ;  for  if  we  deflroy  our  Nurfe  at 
prefent,  who  fhall  feed  us  hereafter  ? 

The  Moral. 

Refolutim  without  Forejight  is  but  a  Temerarious  folly:  Arid  tbi 
ConfequeHces  of  Things  an  the  firft  Point  to  be  taken  into  Con^ 
/deration. 

REFLECTION. 

'Tis  111  done  for  any  Man  to  confult  his  prefent  Eafe,  and 
Profit,  without  computing  upon  the  Trouble  and  Lofs  that 
may  enfue.  ^Tis  not  fafe  to  make  any  prefent  Refolutions 
without  a  confidenite  ProfpeA  into  the  Future.  This  is  a« 
bundantly  Moralized  in  feveral  other  Places.  But  the  Atou/ih 
Queftion  of  IVho  Jhall feed  us  hereafter?  goes  a  great  way  in 
the  Refolution  of  all  thefe  Cafes. 


F  A  B.  28^.    A  Etm  afnap  Doc  and  his  $99a0er« 

THere  was  a  Bob-taiN  Cur^  cry*d  in  a  Gazette^  and 
one  that  found  him  out  by  his  Marks,  brought 
him  home  to  his  Majter\  who  fell  prefendy  to  reafon- 
ing  the  matter  with  him,  how  infenfible  and  thank-- 
lefe  a  Wretch  he  was,  to  run  away  from  one  that  was 
{6  extream  kind  to  him.  Did  I  ever  give  you  a  Blow 
in  my  Life,  fays  he,  or  fo  much  as  one  Angry  Word, 
in  all  the  time  that  ever  you  ferv'J  me  ?  No,  fays  the 
Dog,  not  with  your  own  Hands,  nor  with  your  own 
Lips  -,'  but  you  have  given  me  a  Thoufand  and  a  Thou- 
fand  by  your  Deputy ;  and  when  I  am  beaten  by  my 
Mafter's  Order^  'tis  my  Majier  himfelf  I  reckon,  that 
Beats  me. 

The 
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lUiMl^ 


The  Moral. 

in  Benefits  as  well  as  Injuries j  *trs  the  Principal  that  we  are  U 
confideTj  not  the  Injlrument,  ^fhat  which  d  Man  does  iy  Am- 
tbeTy  is  in  Truth  and  Equity  his  own  Ait. 

REFLECTION. 

THE  A/^fT  here  deals  with  the  Dug^  as  great  Officer^ 
deal  many  times  with  Honefl,  Well-meaning  Meh  at  Court. 
They  fpoJc  'em  fair  themfelves,  and  Murder  'em  by  theif 
Deputies  :  But  ftill  that  which  is  done  by  the  Principars  Or*" 
der,  or  with  his  Privity  or  Approbation,  is  the  Principal's  AA« 
The  Servant  is  but  the  Majlei^s  Injlrument  in  the  Cafe,  as 
the  Cudgel  is  the  Servant^s ;  and  they  are  both  under  the  ikme 
Command.  When  a  Man  haj^ns  to  be  kill'd,  we  do  not 
impute  the  Murder  to  the  Weapon  that  did  the  ExecuttOn, 
but  to  him  that  manag'd  it.  This  is  much  after  the  way  of 
treatii^  Elephants.  When  an  Elephant  is  uken  in  a  Pit-&I], 
He  that  IS  defign'd  for  the  Mailer  and  Keeper  of  him^  fets  o- 
ther  People  to  prick  and  teiax  him,  and  then  in  comes  He 
himfelf,  and  under  pretence  of  taking  his  part,  &lls  foul  upon 
hb  Enemies,  and  refcues  him.  Tlie  Elephant  takes  this  Man 
now  for  his  Friend ;  whereas,  upon  the  whole  Matter,  it  was 
by  his  Order  that  he  was  both  taken  and  beaten. 

There's  nothing  more  frequent  than  this  Shamming  Way 
of  Confederacy^  betwixt  two  Men  in  Power ;  when  an  honeft 
Patriot  for  the  Purpofc,  or  a  Loyal  Subject  is  to  be  made  an 
Owl  of,  by  Confent  of  them  both.  The  One  affronts  him, 
while  the  Other  cajoles  and  pities  him  *,  takes  up  his  Quarrel^ 
{hakes  his  Head  at  it ;  daps  his  Hand  upon  his  Breaft,  and 
then  Protefts,  and  Protefls,  he  wonders  at  his  Heart  that  my 
Lord  Jhould  have  fi  little  Honour^  as  to  treat  an  honejl  Gentle^ 
man  at  this  rate.  A  Friend  of  mine  has  been  at  this  Sport 
many  and  many  a  time :  And  now  upon  the  whole  matter. 
This  is  no  more  at  laft  than  a  concerted  Intrigue  betwixt  a 
Brace  of  Sharpers  that  laugh  all  the  while  at  the  whole  Vio^ 

Sery  in  their  Sleeves.     The  Majler's  good  fp'ords  are  a  greater 
ortification  to  the  D^,  than  the  Servants  Blows, 


Fas. 
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F  A  B.  2  89.    The  XitHiSf  and  XeetlCjSf^ 

THE  JBirds  were  in  a  terrible  Fright  once,  for  fear 
of  Gun-ftiot  from  the  Beetles.  And  what  was  the 
Bus'nefs,  but  the  little  Balls  of  Ordure,  that  the  Beelles 
had  rok'd  together,  the  Birds  took  for  BuIUls :  But  a 
Sparrow  in  the  Company,  that  had  more  Wit  than  his 
Fellows,  bad  them  have  a  gpod  Heart  yet,  fcM*  how 
Ihall  they  reach  us  in  the  Air,  fays  he,  with  thofe  Pel- 
lets that  they  can  hardly  roll  upon  the  Ground? 

The  Moral. 

Many  People  apprehend  Danger  where  therms  None^  and  reckon 
themfelves  Jure  where  there  is,  for  want  of  taking  the  truk 
Meajure  of  Things^  and  laying  Matters  rightly  together. 

REFLECTION. 

VAIN  Fears  and  Imaginations  caft  a  Mift  before  our  Eyes, 
and  not  only  reprefent  real  Dangers  greater  than  they  are, 
but  ereate  Fantaftical  Difficulties,  where  iri  truth  there  jue 
none  at  all.  The  Birds  were  In  a  Mortal  ApprehenGon  of 
the  Beetles,  till  the  Sparrow  reafon'd  them  into  a  better  Un^ 
derftanding  of  the  Matter.  How  (hould  they  Hurt  us  in  tbr 
Air,  fays  the  Sparrow,  with  thofe  Pellets,  that  they  can 
hardly  move  upon  the  Ground  ?  Which  brought  the  Point  to 
an  lilue  upon  a  very  logical  Concluilon. 


Fab.  290.    A.XCiU and  'BtZ^^ 

A  Bear  was  fo  enrag*d  once  at  the  Stin^ng  of  a 
Bee,  that  he  ran  like  mad  into  the  Bee-Garden^ 
and  Qiver-tum*d  all  the  Hives  in  revenge.  This  Out- 
rage brought  them  out  in  whole  Troops  upon  him ; 
and  he  came  afterwards  to  bethink  himiclf,  how  mudi 
more  advilable  it  had  been  to  pais  over  o/ie  Injury, 
than  by  an  unprofitable  PaflTion  to  provoke  a  Thouland. 


The 
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The  Moral. 

Better  pafs  over  an  Ajfront  from  one  ScounJret^  than  draw  the 
whole  Herd  of  the  MobiU  about  a  MarCi  Eon* 

REFLECTION. 

WE  are  to  learn  from  hence,  the  Folly  of' 2(n  Impotent^ 
and  Inconfiderate  Anger :  and  that  there's  no  Creature  fo  con- 
temptible, but  by  the  Help  of  Refolution,  and  of  Numbers, 
it  may  gain  its  Point.  The  Heat  and  Thirftof  Revenge  does 
but  hurry  People  from  lefs  Mifchiefs  to  greater  }  as  one  ha- 
fty  Word  or  Blow,  brings  on  a  Thoufand.     Therc^s  no  Op- 

Kfmg  the  Torrent  of  a  head-ftrong  Multitude ;  for  Rage  and 
^pair  give  Courage  to  the  moft  inconfiderable,  and  the  mott 
Fearful  of  Creatures.  Had  it  not  been  better  now  to  have 
pais'd  over  the  AftVont  of  one  fpiteful  Creature,  than  to  pro- 
voke and  draw  on  upon  himielf  the  Outrage  of  a  Thousand  ? 


F  A  B.  291.     A  JfOtUicr  and  a  ^^^XMt^* 

A  Fowler  that  had  bent  his  Net,  and  laid  his  Bait^ 
planted  himfclf  in  the  Bird-Catcher^s  PLace,  to 
watch  for  a  Drought.  There  came  a  great  many  Birds 
one  after  anodier,  that  lighted,  and  peck'd  a  while, 
and  fo  away  again.  At  this  rate  they  ke{>t  coming  and 
going  all  the  Day  long  -,  but  fo  few  at  a  time,  that  the 
Man  did  not  think  them  worth  a  Pluck.  At  laft,  when 
he  had  dipt  all  his  Opportunities  in  hope  of  a  better 
Hit,  the  Evening  came  on,  and  the  Birds  were  gone  to 
Bed,  fo  that  he  muft  either  Draw  tlien  or  not  at  all  j 
and  in  the  conclufion,  he  was  c'on  fiiin  to  content  him- 
felf  with  one  fingle  Chaffinch^  that  had  the  Misfortune 
to  be  later  abroad  than  her  Fellows. 

The  MoR  AL. 

Men  are  fo  greedy  after  whai*i  to  come^  which  is  uncertain^  that 
they  flip  pefent  Opportunities^  which  are  never  to  be  recovered. 

REFLECTION. 

DELAYS  are  dangerous.     The  very  Inftant  is  all  that  we 

can  call  our  Own  \  the  reft  is  cither  Chance,  or  Fate,    The 
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afe  of  the  Fowler  and  the  Cbqffinchy  reaches  to  all  the  Preten- 
3ns  of  Human  Life.  Every  Man  livinghas  a  Defign  in  his 
Sead  u)pon  fomething  or  other^  and  applies  himfdf  according- 
toward  the  attaining  of  his  End ;  whether  it  be  Honoui^ 
iTealth,  Power,  or  any  other  fort  of  Advantage,  or  Settk- 
tent  in  the  World.  Now  he  that  would  take  a  true  Meafure 
>w  to  proceed,  (hould  iay  to  himielf.  This  is  the  Thing  I 
ould  be  at :  This  or  that  in  fuch  a  Proportion  will  do  my 
us*nels ;  and  this  Neck  of  time  is  the  critical  Occafion  fbr 
kc  gaining  of  fuch  or  fuch  a  Point.  Til  take  it  while  'tis  to 
;  had  He  that  may  be  well,  and  will  not^  in  hope  of  being 
rtter,  runs  the  rifque  of  getting  nothing  at  all ;  and  fo  parts 
ith  a  moral  Certainty  in  PofTeffion,  .for  a  wild,  and  a  re- 
ote  Poffibility  in  Reverfion.  Loft  Opportunities  are  never 
I  be  recovcr*d.  *Tis  good  Diicretion,  when  we  cannot 
immand  what  we  would  have,  to  compound  for  what  we 
ay,  and  not  to  call  any  thing  lULuckj  which  is  in  truth,  /// 
linage,  'Tis  a  Wealuiefs  to'be  foUicitous  for  more  than  c- 
>ugh,  and  to  hazard  All,  by  grafping  at  too  much.  AlH^o^ 
ty  All  Life  \  for  Avarice,  whether  it  fucceed  or  not,  b  but 
kind  of  Beggary ;  and  he  that  wants  more,  has  as  good  as 
>thihgat'all.  The  Bird-Catcher  dipt  his  time  herey  and 
akes  good  the  old  vulgar  Saying;  He  that  ufill  not  when  be 
aj,  IVben  be  fFeuld^  be  fl>aU  ba'Uzj . 


F  A  B.  292.     A  dOlDfec  and  two  ^til^Zii^ 

A  Soldier  that  had  One  Excellent  Horfe  already^ 
^.  bought  Another  that  was  not  half  fb  good,  and 
:t  he  took  more  care  of  That^  than  of  ^e  Former, 
.very  body  wonder'd  at  die  Humour  of  it,  confider- 
g  that  tor  Beauty,  <x  Service,  the  Latter  was  not 
>mparable  to  the  Other.  Ay,  but  fays  One,  'tis  na- 
iral  to  be  Kind  to  the  Laft  Comer. 

The  Moral. 

ur  Likings  or  Dijlikes  are  founded  ratber  upon  Humour  and 
Fancy ^  than  upon  Reafon.  Every  thing  pleafes  at  firji\  and 
Nothing  pleafes  long;  and  we  Jbift  only  to  try  if  we  can  mend 
Muffehes  in  the  next  Choice. 


■«ll*i 
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REFLECTiON. 

W  £  ere  «pt  to  put  ft  TalM  «poii  Tli^  fer  their  N0f« 
4t1^'€mn  for  their  Virtoe:  Mid  the  ftin  Leritjr-iMiUi 
tnuds  Wotnen,  ^Friends  aiid  AcqusrinttuMes :  Kay,  anK 
vonmenta  too;  for  Feo^  ieUom dMHige  for  a  belter. 
Cml  GonilttiitiaM  have  their  FaiKi^H  and  AeUiihiqt 
cren  6f  the  Worft  of  <90venuneiite»  brimgi  on  an  jhm 
>Brfatdi  is  yet  worfe  ^  for  itkyeall  inAolMh:  And  nek 
no'bctter  Seduttr  for  the  next  State  of  niing^  tfan  ve ' 
WAefonner;  but  ftill  for 'Variety  4ike,  we  ^<MiChe|| 
and  Changing  <iiir  Fmrnby  and  our  Mj/ln-Sy  as  weDai 

Shi  and  with  the  &Uwr,  outof  afiddyliovky,  Uhe 
beft)  whatever  itfce« 


Fab.  S93*     A  f^patlld  smi  a 4&01B» 

1  Wonder  (lays  a  &t9  to  a  Spanid)  how  you  c 
FawQ  thm  ^ponaMafter  thac^ives  you  fi>  mi 
6k)W9,  aad  Twinges  by  the  Ears.  Wdl-(%s  the  Dij 
but  then  fet  the  good  Bits,  and  thecgood  Woidsi 
^ves  me,  agsunft  tfaofe  Blows  and  Twinges^  and  Kb 
Gainer  by  the  Baigain. 

The  Moral. 

Hi  that  Will  live  HappSfy  in  This  Worlds  nmft  refiht  t»  is 
the  Gcod  4md  tbi  Bad  thank  fuUy  and  c§fUeniedfy  mc  viA  m 

..     REFLECTION. 

WITHOUT  a  ftrifi  Hand  over  us  in  the  Inftitiitiao« 
our  Youth,  we  are  in  danpr  to  be  loft  for  ever.  -  Adi 
JbariS  tbtiMy  bates  the  Cbtkli  and  the  Severity  of  n  a4 
Difcipline  is  one  of  die  greateft  Obligations  that  a  Sea  « 
have  to  a  Tender  Parent:  This  we  1^  find  to  be  tnik' 
we  do  but  fet  the  Good  agunft  the  Bad,  as  the  D^  did  * 
Kmcksj  and  then  Ballaacc  the  Accounts  J 
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Fab.  294.   jSDjcett  and  tCfmber*  . . 

T*  7H Y  don*c  vou  nin  and  make  hafte  ?  crj^d  die 
/V  timber  in  the  Cart,  to  the  Oxen  that  Aew  it; 
lie  Burthen  is  not  fo  heavy,  fere.  Well!  (laid  the 
ten)  if  you  did  but  know  your  own  Fortune,  you^i 
ver  be  (b  merry  at  ours.  We  fliall  be  dUchaig'd  of 
r  Load  ib  (bon  as  we  come  to  our  Journey's  End^  but 
u  that  are  defignM  for  Beaim  and  Supporters j  ihall  be 
ade  to  bear  till  your  Hearts  break.  This  Hint  brought 
e  lumber  to  a  better  underftanding  of  the  Cafe. 

The  Moral. 

ts  fmttut  if  thmmuiyj  Httntmry  Prudence ^  and  Piety y  to  be 
tender  one  vf  another:  fer  m  Man  Boi^g  huiWs  his  End,  and 
^tis  the  Evening  crowns  the  Day. 

REFLECTION. 

IT  is  both  Bafe  and  Foolilh  to  infult  over  People  in  Di- 
efi,  for  the  Wheel  of  Fortune  it  perpetially  in  Motion,  and 
:  tint  is  uppermoft  to  Day,  may  be  uncKr  it  to  Morrow. 
6  Man  knows  what  End  he  is  born  to ;  and  it  tt  only 
eath  that  can  pronounce  upon  a  Happ¥  or  Miienbie  Lifie. 
^hen  the  Ttndier  cnidc  Sport  with  the  Cmr  for  the  Drudgery 
ley  laboured  under,  little  did  they  dream  of  the  greater  Op<- 
tmon  they  were  to  undergo  Themfelves. 


F  A  B.  29  5.    A  ^OlDlEltCd  and  a  OBop^ 

\  Gai!c^i&  pave  his  Mailer  the  flip  out  of  the  Cage» 
l\,  and  he  did  what  he  could  to  get  him  back  again^ 
ut  he  would  not  come.  Well!  &m  the  Bey^  you*U 
ve  to  repent  it:  for  you^U  never  be  io  yrell  lodk'd  to  in 
ly  other  Place.  That  may  very  well  be,  feys  the  Bird-, 
ut  however,  I  had  rather  be  at  my  Own  Keq>ing  than 
:  Yours. 

The  Moral. 

Never  weOy  Full  mr  PaJKnr. 

X  2  RE* 
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reflection. 

MEAT,  Drink,  and  Eafe  can  nevef  make  any  Man  ha 
that  VWits  his  Liber^.  No»  nor  a  Man  that  has  it  neid 
fox wmnstHiVirwiU^fitbir  with  Much mrLittU.  Whateva 
HavCy  we  Want  fomething  elfe,  and  fo  go  on  Wanting 
Craving,  till  Death  takes  us  off  in  the  Middle  of  our  Longt 
He  thaPs  a  Prisoner,  is  troubled  that  he  cannot  go  whithe 
would ;  and  he  that's  at  larg^  is  as  much  troubled  that  he( 
hot  know  whither  to  go.  The  one  ftands  fttll,  and  the  01 
lofes  his  Way.  Now  'tis  not  Neceffity,  but  Opinion  1 
jnakes  Men  miferable  ^  and  when  we  come  onoe  to  be  A 
Sickj  there's  No  Cun  fbr't.  A  Man  may  have  his  Hod 
liberty,  and  yet  be  a  Slave  to  Impotent  Affeflions, 
Troubled  Thoughts.  But  this  is  not,  upon  any  Terms, 
undervalue  the  Bleffings  of  a  Natural  Frecxiom ;  and  theG 
finch  was  undoubtedly  in  the  right,  when  he  vras  once  on 
the  Cage,  not  to  be  whittled  back,  again,  if  it  had  notb 
that  he  carr/d  his  Snare  along  with  him. 


Fab.  296.    A  DjOll  and  a  OSfQlOp^ 

HpHere  was  a  Roguy  Wag  of  a  Droll^  that  had  mi 
X  CMicc  to  put  a  Trick  upon  a  Hard^  Clofe-jiftedB^ 
fo  he  went  to  him  upon  the  F/r^  of  7tf»«tfry  towifhhi 
a  Merry  Nezv  Tear  on't,  and  b^g*d  a  Five-Guinea-h 
of  hun  for  a  New-Tear s-G if t.  Why,  the  Man's  m 
(fays  the  Prelate)  and  I  believe  he  takes  me  to  be  iba 
Doft  think  I  have  fo  litde  Wit,  as  to  part  with  fiich  aG 
of  Money  for  a  God-a-Mercy  ?  Nay,  my  Lord  (fiys  d 
Fellow)  if  that  be  too  much,  let  it  be  but  a  Single  Ge0f 
and  Pn  be  thankfid  for"t ;  but  that  would  not  do  ncitke 
He  fell  next  bout  to  a  Copper  Farthings  and  was  deny' 
that  too.  When  the  FeUdw  law  that  there  was  no  Moot 
to  be  got.  Pray  my  Lord  (fays  he)  let  me  beg  yofl 
Bleffing  then:  Widi  all  my  Heart  (lays  the  BHbJf 
Down  on  your  Knees,  and  you  Ihall  have  it:  No,  fl 
Lord  (lays  t'other)  'tis  my  tum  now  to  Denyj  fo' 
You  yourfelf  had  thoi^t  that  Bleffing  worth  a  C0 
Farthings  you'd  never  have  parted  wiA  it. 

ft 
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The  Mo  R  A  L. 

^"0  Penny*  No  Pater  Noftcr,  does  not  hold  in  all  Cafes ;  for 
the  Penny  and  the  Pater-Nofter  do  not  always  go  tegitbor,  y 

REFLECTION. 

THERE'S  no  Corruption  like  Eodeiiaftical  Avarice;  No 
>iielty  fo  mercilefs  as  That  of  a  debauch'd  Church-inan.'/Ttf 
he.  Devil's  Mafter-picce  to  begin  there  \  for  he  knows  very 
veil,  that  the  fcandalous  Examples  of  a  perfidious,  and  sin 
\.poftate  Clergy,  arc  the  ready  Way  to  bring  the  holy  Order 
if  Priefthood  it  felf  into  Odium  and  Difgrace.  Kerens  your 
Ihwrch^  they  cry  prefently  ;  as  if  the  very  FunSfion  were  Un^- 
^Ibufd  by  the  Mercenary  Pra£iices  of  fome  Backfiidi^gMemr 
frs  of  that  Communion.  Let  them  Live  as  they  Preach, 
jid  Preach  as  they  ought,  and  let  there  be  no  Moralizing  in 
he  Pulpit  upon  the  FMe  of  the  Man  and  the  Saiyr^  h^  JBIow- 
ftg  Hot  and  Cold  out  of  the  fame  Mouth.  There  are  oimonia- 
al  ContraAs  on  the  Buying  fide,  a$  well  as  on  the  Selling, 
vhen  People  (ball  preach  one  Dodrine  to  get  into  a  Living, 
jid  the  Contrary  to  keqp  it.  What  is  this,  but  the  Selling 
if  the  Truth,  and  of  Souls,  for  Money,  and  the  proftituting 
if  AU  that's  Sacred,  for  the  faving  of  their  Skins  and  their 
Itakes? 

Not  but  that  Charity  is  Free,  and  much  at  the  Difcretion 
if  hi^  that  is  to  exercife  it.  It  is  Free,  I  (ay,  to  all  Intents 
ind  Purpo(es,  as  to  any  Legal  Coercion  upon  it,  though  at  the 
Sune  time,  in  point  of  Confcience,  a  Man  may  lie  under  the 
!)blig;ation  of  an  Indifpenfable  Duty.  So  that  without  forcing 
lie  Drift  of  this  Fable,  the  Bi(hop  is  not  to  blame  here,  the 
Matter  Amply  confider'd ;  for  the  Firft,  Second,  or  Third 
denial,  or  for  All  together ;  for  fuch  Circum(buice8  may  be 
iippos'd,  with  a  Regard  to  the  Manner,  Time,  and  Perionf, 
If  might  not  only  acquit  him  for  the  Refufal,  but  have  re- 
leded  upon  his  ConduA,  and  Prudence,  if  he  had  granted 
lieRequeft :  So  that  ( widi  Veneration  to  the  Divine  Inftitu- 
ion  itfelf,  and  to  Thofe  that  live  up  to't)  we  are  to  take 
rhis  for  the  Figure  of  a  Loofe  and  a  Covetous  Prelate^  that  dif- 
»iaces  his  Chara£fer  by  his  Converjationy  and  fets  a  higher  Ra  e 
^foa  a  Copper  Farthings  than  upon  an  Apojlolical  Benediilion, 
^ow  if  this  Bifhop  could  have  (aid,  Siher  and  Gold  I  have  nonoy 
^  Author  of  this  Fable  would  have  Abfcdv'd  him. 

X  3  Yku, 
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F  A  B.  2p7.    A  laptnf  nff  prcfeir'd. 

LTPon  a  general  Invitation  to  the  Eagk^  fFleMi^f 
X  there  were  feveral  Birds  of  Quality  amoi^  Ac 
reft,  that  took  it  in  heavy  dudgeon  to  fee  a  IJrpwhf 
placVl  dt  the  upper  End  ot  the  TaUe.  *Tis  truc^  they 
cry'd,  he  has  a  kind  of  Coxcomb  upon  the  Crown  of 
him,  and  a  few  tawdry  Feathers;  but  alas,  he  never 
ieat  a  good  Meals  Meat  in  his  Life,  till  he  came  to  dm 
Preferment. 

The  Moral. 

^j  a  Scandal  to  Government,  arid  tlnregoes  Envy  abf^vnAiti 
where  Honours  are  cunferr^d  upon  Men  ff  Addrefs,  Beautj^ 
and  External  Advantages,  rather  than  fir  their  good  ^uaHm 
emdfirtuei. 

REFIhECTION. 

'TIS  a  neceAaiy  Csiution  in  all  Preferments  that  they  tie 
placM  upt>n  fit  Men ;  for  the  right  Motives ;  and  for  the 
>ight  Ends.  The  advancing  of  a  fantaftical  Fool,  or  Lafa^ 
rcfleds  upon  the  Raifer  of  him ;  for  'tis  an  ill  Sign,  the  voy 
Liking  of  an  ill  Man,  and  implies,  at  leaft  a  tacit  Approha- 
tion  of  the  Officers  Dcfefts.  The  preferring  of  Pe<^)e  intW 
to  Honourable  Charges  and  Commiffions,  widiout  eitlxr 
Brains,  Blood,  Fortune,  or  Merit,  may  be  fi>  &r  reputed 
a  great  Work,  as  the  Making  of  Something  out  of  Nothing 
feems  to  be  next  door  to  a  Creation :  But  the  CharaAcr  at  tf 
will  not  excufe  the  Perfon  fo  dignify'd,  from  Open  Envf 
and  Secret  Contempt,  where  it  falls  out,  that  the  true  Reaiba 
of  the  Choice,  is  either  Fancy  without  Judgment,  or  Oreduliiy 
without  Enquiry,  Information,  or  Trial ;  the  Latter  is  tli 
more  harmlefs  Miftake  of  the  two  5  for  there's  fomewhat  d 
Generous  in  the  Confidence,  notwithilandihg  the  Error  of  tk 
Facility :  And  as  he  that  Trufls,  to  this  D^ree,  does  dcfene 
not  to  be  Deceived ;  fo  he  that  betrays  ftich  a  Truft,  on  th 
other  Hand,  is  not  worthy  to  Live.  An  ill  Reafon,  in  fine, 
from  an  ill  Choice,  is  worfe  than  no  Reafon  at  all ;  for  to  pith 
ceed  on  a  wrong  Reafon,  is  to  build  upon  a  fadfe  Foundatkft 
fyitl  and  Pleafure  is  the  only  Plea  this  Cafe  will  bear ;  for 
Authority  of  tht  Eagle  her/elf,  we  fee,  was  not  fufficient 
▼indicate  a  worthkje  Mnion  from  Reproach  and  Scorn. 

Fai.| 
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Fab.  298.     A  l^jfeff  and  PeatSfv 

AJolfy  Gulling  Prieji^  that  was  invited  to  a  Wed- 
ding-Pinner, jftumbled  upon  a  parcel  of  Pears 
by  the  way.  The  Man  was  fhirp  enoi^  fet  to  have 
tnade  a  Breakfaft  of  them  \  but  lo  taken  up  with  the 
thought  of  the  Wedding-Ghear,  dut  he  only  pils*d  up<»i 
the  Pears  in  contempt,  and  fo  went  his  Way.  He  was 
to  crds  a  River,  it  leems;  but  finding  the  Waters  Xo 
high,  that  there  was  no  pafling,  he  was  e'en  glad  to 
trudge  back  again  as  wife  as  he  came,  and  to  make  a 
Meal  of  thofe  very  Pears  that  he  had  Pifs'd  upon  and 
defpis% 

The  Moral. 

Hunger^  s  the  Btft  Sauce, 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  Fable  (hews  us,  that  delicate  and  fqueamifh  Hu- 
mours in  the  Matters  of  Meats  and  Drinks,  are  Freak  and 
Fancy,  rather  than  upon  any  account  of  Nature,  or  Reafon, 
(ibme  few  infuperable  Averfions  only  excepted.)  There  is  a 
Pride,  and  an  Afl[e6btion  of  Singularity,  that  is  never  to  be 
pleas'd  with  any  thing  that's  Cheap  and  Common ;  and  there's 
aifo  a  fenfual  Intemperance  for  the  gratifying  of  the  Palate  | 
blit  Necejfity^  and  m  Cheiee,  cures  either  of  thofe  Evils.  The 
Prieft  did  ill  in  Vilifying  tfiofe  Pears  i  for  all  the  Fruits  of  the 
Earth  are  the  Gifts  of  Providdnce,  which  we  ought  to  have  a 
Reverence  for :  And  he  did  Fooliflily  too  in  not  conftdering 
iJiat  he  himfelf  mi^t  come  to  fiand  in  need  of  them.  But 
he  was  forc'd  in  the  Conclufion,  to  eat  that  himfelf,  which 
be  bad  made  unfit  for  any  bod^  elfe,  and  there  was  his  Fu^ 
niflunent.  A  Squeamifh  Faffadious  Niceneft  in  Meats  and 
Dfinlcs,  muft  be  Cur'd  as  we  Cure  Agues^  by  Starving. 


X4  Fai. 
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Fab.  299.    A  f^Oltt  and  a  |)Q0^ 

A  Hog  took  notice  of  a  Harfe  in  the  he^t  of  his 
Courage,  that  was  Juft  advancing  to  chaige  an 
Enemy.  V^y,  what  a  Fool  art  thou,  lays  the  Hcg  tQ 
hiip,  to  moke  fiich  haftc  to  be  deftroyy  ?  That  Confi- 
deration,  &ys  the  Harfey  may  do  well  enough  in  die 
Mouth  of  ^  wicked  Creature,  that's  only  Fatted  up  to 
be  kilPd  by  a  Knife  j  but  whenever  Pm-  taken  off,  Kl 
leave  the  Memory  of  a  good  Name  behind  me. 

The  Moral. 

*77j  the  Caufe  makes  the  Mtrtyn    ' 

REFLECTION. 

H  £  that  confuks  the  Intereft  of  his  Carcafs,  before  that  of 
his  Rqputation,  or  his  Country,  is  efie^ally  but  a  Brute, 
under  the  Figure  of  a  Man.  An  Honourable  Death  is  to  be 
preferr'd  before  an  In£unous  Life.  This  Hog  in  the  Fable  ha$ 
but  taken  up  th^  Words  find  Humour  of  a  Beftial  fort  of  Pco- 
pk  in  the  World :  Men  that  lie  wallowing  in  thc;ur  Lufli^ 
their  Pebauches,  and  their  Pleafurcs,  and  fpending  their  Cetir 
iiires  upon  Men  of  Honour,  and  Publick  Spirits,  without 
any  regard  to  the  Confcience  of  either  Chriftian,  Moral,  or 
political  Duties.  They  are  more  felicitous  for  the  Pamper- 
ing of  their  Bodies,  than  for  the  faving  of  their  Souls,  or 
the  Embalming  of  their  Memories :  and  fell  juftly  under  the 
Reproof  of  the  Horfe  and  the  H^  in  this  Emblem. 

*  '4  I,      I     ■  ■  I  J  ■  ■         ■  ■ 

F  A  B.  300.    A  ^nintu-man  and  a  €urrfer* 

A  Currier  bought  a  Bear-Skin  of  a  Hunts-man^  and 
laid  him  down  ready  Money  for't.  The  Hunts* 
man  told  him  that  he  would  kill  a  Bear  next  day  and 
he  iTiould  have  the  Skin.  The  Currier ^  for  his  Curiofi- 
ty,  went  out  with  the  Hunts-man  to  the  Chace ;  and 
mounted  a  Tree,  where  he  might  fee  the  Sport,  The 
fiuHls-man  advanced  very  brayely  up  to  the  Den  where 
the  Bear  lay,  and  threw  in  his  Dogs  upon  him.     He 

Ruftled 
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Kuftled  out  immediately,  and  the  Man  miflii^  his  Aim, 
the  Bear  overtum'd  him.  So  the  Fellow  held  his 
Breath,  and  lay  Stone  ftill,  as  if  he  were  dead.  TTie 
Bear  ihuffled,  and  fmelt  to  him  •,  and  took  him  for  a  Car- 
cafi,  and  fo  left  him.  When  the  Bear  was  gone,  and 
the  Dangq-  over,  down  comes  the  Currier  from  the 
Tree,  and  bad  the  Hunts-fnan  Rife.  Heark  ye,  my 
Friend,  lays  the  Currier^  the  5^jrwhilper*d  fomewhat 
in  your  Ear.  What  was  it,  I  prithee  ?  Oh  (lays  the 
Hunts-man)  he  bad  me  have  a  care  for  the  future,  to 
make  liire  of  the  Bear^  before  I  fell  his  Skin. 

The  Mo  R  A  L. 

Let  tu  Man  imdfrtake  fttr  more  than  be  is  able  to  make  good, 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  ia  to  bid  us  fecure  ourlclves  before-hand  of  what  w^ 
undertake  for,  and  not  depend  upon  Uncertainties.  Though 
with  the  Moralift's  leay^  thq  Uncertainty  was  on  the  other 
hand,  and  h^  that  bought  theSlLin,  ran  a  greater  Rifque  than 
il'other  tbaLt/oU  it;  and  had  fbe  worfe  End  of  the  Staff.  'Tis 
good  Counfcl  however,  not  to  make  ourlelyes  anfwerahk 
for  things  out  of  our  power;  efpecialiy  where  there  are  dan* 
g^rous  Contingencies  in  the  Way,  as  we  £nd  in  this  FaUe : 
por  the  Bear  was  within  a  Haii'^  breadth  of  fpoiling  the  Jeft: 
It  is  much  at  this  rate  that  we  make  all  our  Bargains :  We 
give  our  T^ne,  Study,  Intereft,  and  Liberty,  and,  in  fhort, 
part  with  all  that's  precious,  not  only  upon  Uncertainties,  but 
for  Things  we  can  never  obtain.  There's  no  depending  upon 
To-morrow* 


F  A  B.  3  o  I .    A  |)enmt  and  a  doIDf en 

THere  was  a  Hofy  Man^  that  took  a  Soldier  to  ta^ 
upon  the  Sul^efb  of  his  Profeflion,  and  laid  be- 
fore him  the  Hazard,  the  Sins,  and  the  Troubles 
that  attend  People  of  that  Trade :  Wherefore,  lays 
^e,  for  your  Soul's  Sake,  Sir,  pray  give  it  over.  Well? 
Father^  lays  the  Soldier j  PU  do  as  you  bid  me ;  for  rcr 
ally  we  are  ib  ill  paid,  and  there's  fo  little  to  be  got- 

tea 
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ten  by  Pillage,  that  I  fancy  I  had  e'en  as  good  betake 
myfcif  to  a  godly  Life. 

The  Moral. 

Whm  People  can  Ihe  no  longer  hj  their  Sim,   *tls  high  timefr 
ibem  to  mend  their  *Manneru 

REFLECTION. 

NATURE  itfelf  fpcaks  in  thefe  lively  Images  of  Tnith. 
Here's  a  Good  Man,  and  his  Pomtent  preaching  upon  Two  k- 
vcral  Texts.  The  Holy  Father  enforces  the  Ncceffity  of  the 
Soldier's  Repentance,  from  the  wicked  Courfe  of  Life  that  he 
leads  and  the  Trade  that  he  drivel.  The  Soldier,  on  the 
other  hand,  is  willing  to  be  converted,  for  the  Tlma  are  dead, 
fays  he,  and  there^s  neither  Pay  nor  Plunder  to  he  got.  The 
\y  orld  has  abundance  of  thefe  Profelytes,  that  when  they  can  be 
no  longer  Wicked  to  advantage,  take  up  an  Outward  Chai^ 
of  Profeffion,  and  pafi  prefimtiy  for  Babes  of  Grace,  without 
die  leaft  Symptom,  aH  this  while,,  of  any  Inward  Change  of 
Afind.  Inis  was  the  Cafe  of  One  of  our  Modem  Coerfegmy 
and  Martyrs,  who  took  a  Formal  lASiVtofyeftes  Chri/l,  a«I 
told  his  Ghojlly  Pother,  that  he  was  now  fufiy  refolvM  not  te 
Starve  for  his  Rdigion.  Now  there  are  Millions  and  Millions 
in  the  World  of  this  Man*s  Kidney,  that  have  the  Wit  yet  to 
keep  their  Tongues  betwixt  their  Teeth,  and  to  take  ep  the 
fame  Refohition  without  Noife,  How  many  Inflances  of  the 
Power  of  Pay  and  Pillage,  does  every  Day  produce  in  all  Man- 
ner of  Dealings  and  Profcflions  ?  For  Religtoii  and  Property 
ftill  march  hand  in  hand,  and  Men  will  do  Tricks  like  Dogs 
for  Crufts,  and  change  their  Matters,  both  Heavenly,  and 
Earthly,  for  better  Wages.  Where's  that  Law,  or  Text, 
that  has  not  been  over-rul'd  feme  time  or  other,  and  diftorted, 
by  a  falfe  Glofs  to  make  the  Application  profitable  and  eafy 
to  the  Good  People  ?  How  often  have  we  heard  as  arrant 
Tangling  in  the  Pulpits,  as  ever  we  did  in  the  Steeples  \  and 
rrofoflbrs  rii^tng  as  Awk  as  the  Bells,  to  give  notice  of  the 
Conflagration  which  they  themielves  were  raifing  ?  for  we 
have  found  it  to  our  Cc^ft,  that  the  Multitude  will  foooer 
kindle  virith  a  Pernicious  Do£frine,  than  with  a  Pudding-Lene 
Fire- Ball,  *Tis  not  Confcience,  but  Intereft,  that  governs  the 
World  s  and  the  Incomparable  Hudibras  has  hit  ^  Point  to 
a  Hair, 
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Whafs  Orthodox  and  True  Belituing 
Againjt  a  Confcinue?  A  Good  Living. 
tyhat  makes  all  Doarines  Plain  and  Clear  f 
About  Two  Hundred  Pomids  a  Year. 
jtnd  That  which  was  preif/d  True  Brfore^ 
Prove  Falfe  again?  Two  Hundred  more* 
What  makes  the  Breaiit^  of  aU  Oaths^ 
AlUyDuty?  Food  and  Cloaths. 

This  it  18,  in  fine,  that  makes  the  Devtloi  a  Saint^  and  a 
9aint  of  a  Devil \  for  your  Hofy  Apofiate  is  tlie  Bkckeft  oil^ 
focrites.  The  Soldier  turns  Religious^  and  be  (hall  do  more  mif- 
chief  in  that  Shape,  than  ever  he  did  in  the  Other.  For  acor*» 
rupted  Zeal  draws  more  Blood  than  a  mercenary  Malice* 


Fab. 302.  A:^U0ban)iaikl  WUU twice  £0MtitTt^ 

THere  happen^  a  Match  betwixt  a  Wtdower  and  a 
Widow.  The  Wman  would  be  perpetually  twk^ 
ting  of  her  fecond  HusBand  what  a  Man  her  Firll  wasi 
and  her  Htshand  did  not  forget  the  ringing  of  it  m  her 
Ears  as  often,  what  an  admirable  Wonmn  he  had  to 
his  Firfl  Wife.  As  the  fFman  was  one  Day  upon  the 
peevifh  Pin,  a  poor  Body  comes  to  the  Poor,  wiile  the 
m>ward  Fit  was  upon  ner,  to  b^  a  Charity.  Come 
in,  poor  Man  (lays  the  Woman)  heres  e'en  the  L^oJF 
a  Capon  for  diee,  to  pray  for  the  Soul  of  my  Firft  Huf* 
bond.  Nay,  Faith,  fays  the  Husband,  and  when  thy 
hand  is  in,  e^en  take  the  Bod^  and  the  refl  on*t,  to  pray 
for  the  Sail  of  my  Firfl  Wife.  This  was  their  way  of 
Teizing  one  another,  and  of  Starving  the  Living  to 
the  Honour  of  the  E)ead :  For  they  had  but  that  One 
Capon  betwixt  them  to  Su{^r. 

The  Mo  R  AL. 

3auce  for  a  Goofe  is  Sauce  for  a  Gander.  Therms  no  contend-- 
ing  with  the  Laws  of  God  and  Man^  efpecially  againjt  thofe 
thai  hav$  Pow^  an4  Right  on  their  Side, 


m 
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REFLECTION. 

WE  may  learn  from  this  Fable,  that  it  is  Common  Duty 
and  Difcrction,  for  Men  and  their  Wives,    when  they  arc 
once  hamper'd,  to  make  the  beft  of  a  doubtful  Game :  for 
they  are  One  to  all  manner  of  purpofes,  by  which  it  is  poffi- 
ble  for  two  Perfons  to  be  united.    Their  Intereft  is  One  and 
the  fame,  and  there's  no  touching  the  Peace,  or  the  Honour 
of  the  One,  without  wounding  that  of  the  Other  $  but  if 
there  happens  to  be  any  abfoluie  Neceflity  of  Jangling,  one 
of  the  civikft  ways  of  Reproach  is  that  here  before  us,  and 
it  16  but  according  to  the  ordinary  Guife  and  Freak  of  the 
World,  when  any  Thing  comes  cro6  betwixt  the  Second  Huf* 
band  and  Wife,  to  be  itiU  celebrating  the  Memory  of  the  For- 
mer.    My  Fhrfi  Huskitui  (Heaven  reft  his  Soul)  and  A^  Fwfi 
W'tfty  they  cry,  was  So  and  So,  and  would  have  done  I'his 
dr  That.     The  Two  main  Topicks  to  chop  Logick  upon  in 
thefe  domeftick  Difs^reements,  are  commonly  the  Upbraid- 
ing one  another  with  what  /  Was^  and  what  /  ACgtrt  havt 
hiiH}  and  what  a  Match  I  might  have  b^  (with  a-Pox)  ne- 
ver confidering  what  they  Are^  and  that  they  Are^  they  Mttft  he^ 
which  is  the  Only  Point.     'Tis  Forty  to  One,  that  Contro- 
verfies  will  arife  one  time  or  other  in  that  Sute  of  Life,  when 
it  will  be  the  Husband's  Part,  upon  the  Matter  of  Dignity, 
Preference,  and  Commiflion,  to  moderate  NIatters,  both  bjr 
his  Authority,  and  his  Prudence ;  which  is  but  conibnant  to 
Equity  and  right  Nature.     Wherefore  the  Woman  is  worfc 
than  Frantick,  that  upon  thefe  Difputes  will  be  trying  Con- 
dufions  with  her  Husband,  for  a  Better,  or  a  Worfe.     If  he 
truckles,  Ihe  makes  him  a  Coxcomb ;  If  he  keeps  his  ground, 
(he  Ihews  herfelf  to  be  one^  fo  that  fhe  lays  all  at  ftake  upon 
the  Conteft,  that  a  Sober  Woman  has  to  lofe.     It  is  muck 
better  to  give  way  betimes  to  the  Stronger,  even  upon  the 
Matter  of  Prudence,  as  well  f&  of  Refpedt,  than  it  would  be 
^o  Contend  at  iirft,  and  then,  either  to  crofs  the  Cudgels,  or 
to  be  baffled  in  the  Conclufion.     The  Man  and  the  Woman 
here  never  confider'd  that  tRey  gave  away  their  own  Afcat, 
and  both  Robb'd  and  Difcredited  one  another  in  the  Con- 
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F  A  B.  303.    A  If  on  and  a  (J9ouft^ 

AU^  that  found  himfelf  hamper'd  in  a  Net,  call'd 
to  a  Moufe  that  was  paffing  by,  to  help  him  out 
of  the  Snare,  and  he'd  never  foi^  the  Kuidneis,  he 
iaid%  The  Moufe  gnaw'd  ths  Threads  to  pieces,  and 
when  he  had  fet  the  Lion  at  Liberty,  defir'd  him  in 
requital  to  give  him  his  Daughter.  The  Lion  was  too 
gqierous  to  deny  him  any  thing  *,  but  moil  unluckily 
as  the  new  Bride  was  juft  about  to  ftep  into  the  Mar* 
riage-Bed,  (he  happened  to  fet  her  Foot  upon  her  Huf- 
band  at  unawares,  and  crulh^d  him  to  Death* 

The  Moral. 

The  Folfy  of  an  InconfideraU  Love.     The  Force  of  Gratitude^  ani 
goodNaturty  and  the  Mifery  that  accompanies  Unequal  Matches* 

REFLECTION. 

ALL  Matches,  Friendfhips,  and  Societies  are  Danger(mt 
and  Inconvenient,  where  the  Contradors  are  not  Equals : 
And  the  Almfe  under  the  Paw  of  the  lAon^  does  well  enough 
fet  forth  the  Danger  of  fuch  a  Marriage. 


F  A  B.  3  04.    WiZX  and  X|icll^ 

THere  vras  a  Queftion  ftarted  once  about  fFax  and 
Bricky  why  the  one  fhould  be  fo  britde,  aqd  lia- 
Ue  to  be  broken  with  every  Knock,  and  the  other  bear 
up  agiinft  all  Injuries  and  Weathers,  ib  durable  and 
firm.  The  IVax  philofophiz'd  upon  the  Mitter,  and 
finding  out  at  laft,  that  it  was  Burning  made  the  Brick 
{o  hard,  caft  itfelf  into  the  Fire,  upon  an  Opinion  that 
Heat  would  harden  the  Wax  too ;  but  that  which  Con- 
folidated  the  one,  Diffolv*d  the  other. 

The  Moral. 

•77x  a  Folly  to  try  ConcluJionSy  ivithokt  underjland'mg  the  Nature 
^  the  Matter  in  S^eflm, 

RE- 
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REFLECTION. 

THERE'S  no  Tiying  of  Experiments,  trithout  hjiAg 
^Thiiigi  and  Things  togedxr:  For  that  which  isag;^feed>Ie  to 
the  Nature  of  One  thmg,  is  niuf  tiJnes  contnuy  to  tfaeNa^ 
tHreof  Another.  Several  Humoun  aft  to  be  wion^ht  iipo« 
iivml  Ways,  and  the  Cafe  betwixt  I^iui  and  Brick  is  ths 
very  fame  Cafe  betwixt  one  Man  and  another.  Sane  me  t» 
he  dealt  witfaal  bf  fiur  Means,  Othen  by  Fouls  and  dot 
which  hardens  the  One,  foftens  die  Other. 


Fa b.  305.  A  it)uiBtfmtiinnan  turned  Somfec  and 

OH  the  cndleis  MHby  of  the  Life  t  lead!  criei  tbe 
moiling  HushanJbium^  to  ipend  all  my  Dajfs  in 
Floi^ng,  Somng,  Digging,  and  Dui^i^  and  to 
make  nothing  ont  at  laft!  Why  now  in  a  SclMah 
life  there's  Honour  to  be  goc,  and  one  iucky  Ift  ieo 
ly  a  Man  for  ever.  Faith,  PU  eVn  put  off  my  Stadk^ 
get  me  a  Horie  and  Arms,  and  try  the  Fortune  of  the 
War.  Away  he  fgx%\  makbs  hu  Pdfli;  ftands  tlie 
Ihock  of  a  E^tde,  and  compounds  at  laft  for  the  kaim^ 
of  a  L^  or  an  Arm  behind  him,  to  go  home  agun. 
By  this  time  he  has  had  his  BeUyfiil  of  I^igbi-Err4mirf^ 
and  a  new  Freak  takes  him  in  the  Crown.  He  mklit 
do  better,  he  fimcies,  in  the  Way  of  a  Mercbani.  Iw 
Maggot  has  no  (boner  let  him  agog,  but  he  gets  him 
a  Slip  immediatdy;  Frd^its  her,  and  {o  away  to  Sea 
upon  Adventure:  Builds  Caftles  in  the  Air,  and  con* 
ceits  bodi  the  Indies  in  his  Coffers,  before  he  gjeta  b 
much  as  Clear  of  die  Port  Well!  and  wfaat'^  the  End 
of  all  this  at  laft  ?  He  falls  into  Foul  Weather,  amow 
Flats  and  Rodcs,  where  Merdiant,  Veflcl,  Goods^  aw 
all  are  loft  in  one  Common  Wrcdc« 

The  Moral. 
JI  RamiBng  Levity  of  ACnd  is  ummonfy  Fatal  /#  av • 
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REFLECTION. 

THIS  Do&'ine  concerns  thofe  that  rafhly  change  their 
Cosidition  and  Fortune,  and  commonly  &I1  into  the  Inconve- 
nicncies  that  they  tboagfit  to  avoid.     He  that's  well  already, 
and,  upon  a  Levity  of  Mind,  quits  his  Station,  in  hope  to  be 
better,  'tb  Forty  to  One  he  lofes  by  the  Change:  For  this 
Lightnefs  is  both  a  Vke,  and  Diieafe,  and  rather  the  Wal- 
lowing of  a  fickly  Qualm,  than  any  reafonable  Agitation  of 
Counfel  and  Debate.  The  Fault  b  not  in  the  Place,  or  Bus'neis^ 
but  in  the  Stomach ;  and  die  quitting  of  fuch  a  Courfe  d[  Li&^ 
is  but  Ihifting  the  Pofture  in  a  Fit  of  Sicknefi  i  Let  a  Man 
turn  which  Way  he  will,  he  b  ftill  as  reftleis  and  uneafy  one 
way  as  another.    Not  but  that  'tb  reaibnable  for  a  Man,  under^ 
any  Calami^,  to  u^  the  beft  Means  he  can,  honcfUy  to  get 
clear  on't.    Let  it  be  Pain  of  Body,  Diftxefs  of  Mind,  Lofs  of 
Liberty,  Pinching,  Neceffity  of  Fortiuie;  nay,  let  it  be  Gout, 
Stone,  or  Torments,  there's  Matter  yet  Idft  for  Induftry,  Coun-> 
fel,  Generofity,  or  when  all  fiiils,  for  Philofopfay,  and  Con- 
ftancy  of  Mind  te  work  upon ;  and  to  improve  all  the  Me« 
thods  of  Provkknce  to  our  Advantage.    Now  all  thb  b  onljr 
an  honourable  and  warrantable  ConfliA,  with  fuch  Acddents 
and  Circumflances  as  Providence  b  pkas'd  to  make  u(e  o^ 
for  the  Trial  of  our  Faith  and  Virtue.  So  that  thefe  Strivings 
are  not  to  be  taken  for  a  Contending  with  fuperior  Powers  i 
but  they  aie  Cafes  excqited  from  the  Uneafineis  heie  in  ths 
Fable ;  which  arifes  from  a  Diflatisfaftion  in  fuch  a  Lot,  as 
mi^  make  us  abundandy  happv,  if  we  would  but  keep  our 
DdGres  within  thofe  Bounds  which  God  and  Nature  have  pre-, 
fcrib'd  us.     But  Men  under  tfaefe  irr^uhur  Appetites,  can  ne- 
ver think  themielves  well,  fo  long  as  they  &ncy  they  might 
be  better:    And  then  from  Better,  they  muft  rife  to  Beft; 
and  when  that  Beft  it&lf  bXiz  (hort  of  what  they  expeded 
from  it,  they  are  ftill  as  poor  and  miferable  as  if  they  had  juft 
Nothing  at  all.     l^IiabandmaHttiyvcsibtSoUUr'y  the&/- 
dter  envies  the  Merchant^  and  when  he  has  tiVd  all  Turns, 
and  Projeds,  what  with  the  Chance  of  War,  otorms,  and  Pi- 
rates, hie  fees  his  Folly  too  late,  and  in  vain  wiflies  himfelf 
with  his  Hinds  and  hb  Flocks  again.     To  by  all  in  a  Word, 
Thb  Levity  is  both  attended  and  punifli'd,  with  an  Impoffi- 
bility  of  mendij^  our  Condition ;  for  we  apply  to  our  Bodies, 
and  our  Fortunes,  when  the  Diftemper  lies  in  our  Minds. 

Fae, 
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F  A  B.  3  o5.    An  afil  puts  In  fof  an  iDfRce^ 

THere  was  a  bantering  Droll  got  himfdf  into  1 
Very  good  Equipage  and  Employment,  by  an  ad- 
mirable Faculty  he  had  m  Fafting.  The  Succds  cf 
this  Buffoon  cncoura^d  znJfs  to  put;  in  for  a  Place  too-, 
for,  fays  he,  PU  fort  with  that  Puppy  for  his  Com- 
miffion,  and  leave  it  to  the  Judgment  oC  thofe  tfaat 
preferred  him,  which  has  the  Qearer,  and  better  fccmed 
Pipe  of  the  Two. 

The  MoRAL^ 

tyhire  PMick  ACnifiers  encourage  Buffoonery  j  *tis  nB  tikeider  jf 
Buffoons  fet  up  for  Public  Jt  A£nijiers, 

41EFLECTION. 

THIS  Fable,  according  to  Ahjiendus^  and  Others,  touches 
the  Humour  of  thofe  that  fquander  away  their  Money  upod 
Vanity  and  Trifles  :  But  it  feems  to  me  to  look  quite  anodier 
Way.  With  Ahftemus\  Favour,  I  fliould  rather  take  thi^ 
Fable  to  ftrike  at  the  natural  Confequences  of  evil  Exam- 
ples, when  the  Unrearonablenefs  of  one  K6l  (hidl  be  mideufe 
of  as  an  Argument  for  another  no'  lefs  unreafonable ;  for  'tii 
Precedent,  effeftually,  that  governs  the  World.  WhylhouU 
not  one  Fool  be  preferr'd  for  farting  as  well  as  another  ?  For 
in  Cafes  of  Competition,  he  that  does  beft,  e'en  in  an  III,  of 
in  a  weak  Thing,  has  a  kind  of  Claim,  and  Right  to  a  Pre- 
ference ;  and  the  Groffef  the  Foppery,  or  the  Iniquity,  the 
Fairer  the  Pretence. 

This  Afs^s  putting  up  for  an  OfSce,  taxes  the  Perverting  of 
Policy  and  Juftice,  in  conferring  thofe  Honours,  Charge  and 
Benefits  upon  Parafites,  Drolls,  BuflFoons,  and  other  fervile  In* 
ftruments  of  Luft  and  Ambition,  that  are  due  only  to  Men  of 
Honour  and  Virtue.  The  Minifters  of  Government,  and  of 
Pleafure,  (hould  be  fo  carefully  diftinguifh'd  ;  for  it  comipts 
both  the  Morals  and  the  Unclerftandings  of  a  Nation,  when 
they  find  the  Prec^epts  of  common  HoneAy,  and  the  PraAica 
of  State,  to  run  fo  direAly  counter,  as  to  leave  no  Hope  of 
Advancement,  Credit,  or  Security,  but  by  living  in  defiance 
to  Nature  and  Reafon :  That  is  to  fay,  by  Playing  the  Fmi^ 
and  Farting  for  Preferment. 

4  Fab. 
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i?  A  B.  307.    A  WiiUt  and  A  f  oUtttafm 

rHere  happened  H  Diibute  betwixt  a  River  and  i 
Fountain^  which  of  the  Two  fhoiild  have  the  ftc-^ 
rcnce.  The  iJfwr-  Valtf d  it  felf  \xp6n  the  Plenty 
ariety  of  Fifh  that  it  produced )  the  Advanugcs 
favig^on ;  the  many  Brave  Towns  and  Ptilaces  that 
ere  built  upon ,  the  Banks  of  it^  purely  for  the  Plea* 
re  of  the  Situation.  And  then  for  die  General  Sadf- 
Aion^  in  fine;  that  it  yielded  to  Mankind,  in  the 
latter  both  of  Convenience  and  Del^t:  Whereas 
ijs  the  River)  the  Founlain  paflb  Obfcurdy  thrbog^ 
le  Caverns  of  the  Earth ;  lies  bury^d  up  m  Mols,  aqd 
>mes  creeping  into  the  World,  as  if  it  were  aiham^d 
)  (hew  the  Head;  The  FomUain  took  the  lnfi>lence 
k1  the  Vanity  df  this  Reproach  (o  heinouflv,  that  it 
reientiy  choakM  up  the  Springs  and  ftopt  the  Courie 
r  its  Waters :  Infonludi  that  the  Channel  Was  imme^ 
lately  dry^d  up,  and  the  Fifh  left  dead  and  ftinking 
I  the  Mud;  as  a  juft  Judgment  upon  die  Stream  fat 
erogating  fix>m  me  Original  and  Autbar  of  all  th6 
leflings  it  enjoyed 

The  Moral. 

U  that  arrogates  aity  Good  to  Kmfelf^  detraRs  frmn  the  Au^ 
tbtr  of  all  the  Good  be  ngioys. 

REFLECTION. 

THERE  arc  too  many  Peopk  in  the  World  dF  the  Hu- 
knir  of  this  River^  that  afTume  to  themfelves  what  they 
Kcive  from  others,  without  ever  fo  much  as  Thinking  of 
be  Heaviinly  iGoodhefs,  that  is  the  Author  of  Life  it  felf^ 
nd  of  all^be  iSlefEngs  ^at  crown  the  Cbmfoit  of  it.  * 

Thft  Fable  is  a  kind  of  an  Expoftulatory  Dbbate  betwixt 
tounty  and  Ingratitude ;  betwixt  the  Divint  Goodnefi,  and 
be  Vain-glorious  Pride  of  Cemiipt  Nature.  And  the  Iniquity 
f  our  Proceeding  is  much  the  (ante,  both  towards  God  and 
dan.  We  are  readier  to  claim  to  our  felves,  then  to  afcribe  to 
iCbers,  and  moft  dangeroufly  given  to  miftake  the  Gratuitous 

Y  BIeffing|i 
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BIeffing»  of  Heaven,  for  the  Fruits  of  our  own  Induftiy  u' 
Virtue.  Th«  Fountain  of  all  Goodnds,  and  of  all  good  'niaiF 
is  God,  Blefled  for  ever :  But  in  the  Difpenfatfon  of  his  Biff^ 
cies  to  the  World,  fomc  Things  bedoes  inr  Himfelf,  othenlf 
the  Intervention  of  Natural  Means,  and  oy  the  McdiafinB  ■ 
fuch  Inftruments  as  he  has  apjpointed  for  the  Conveying  of 
Thofe  Benefits  to  us.    According  to  thb  Order,   Kingi  m^ 
hy  Deputation,  the  Fountains  of  Honour  and  PrefcnncDt: 
And  we  find  Men  as  backward  every  jot  to  acknowb^ 
Tempond,  as  they  are  to  acknowlei%?  Spritual  Gifts  aol 
Bounties :  So  that  we  have  Thankkft  Favourites,  as  wd  m 
Graceleis  Chriftians.  What  a  BaM  do  they  bow  make  of  tbe 
Nature  of  Things,  rather  than  own  the  Courfe  of  Provideacf 
in  the  Diftribution  of  them  f  Infomuch  that  the  Faculties  tfaa 
were  given  us  for  the  Glory  and  Ser>'ice  of  our  Mailer, as  wbB 
as  for  the  Comfort  of  our  Lives,  and  the  Salvation  of  our  Sodl^ 
are  turn'd  point-blank  againft  the  very  Reafon  and  Infendai 
of  them.    SharpneTs  of  Wit  is  improv'd  to  the  Diflxmourof 
Him  that  gave  it.    Atheifm  and  Bhfphemy  drefsM  up  liket 
Science,  and  the  Undierftanding  that  was  given  us  for  ik 
Findif^  out  <^  the  Truth,  is  tmplovM  upon  P^tfadoodif  ait 
Ridiculing  it.    They  value  themfelves  with  the  River^  upi 
a  Conceit,  that  the  Fi(h,  the  Beauty,  the  Convenicncy,  ii  al 
their  own  :  And  what  is  all  this  now,  but  either  to  dilbbia 
the  Original,  or  to  defame  it  ?    That's  Obfcure^  tbej  fiiff 
neglefted,  over-grown,  and  either  not  taken  Notice  of^  or  Bfll 
found  :  And  what's  the  Iflue  now  of  this  Vanity  and  Diftia^ 
tion  ?  A  Juc^mcnt  treads  upon  the  Heels  on't ;  fiwr  Ph)Ti- 
dence  ftops  the  Current^  lays  the  Channel  open,  and  expofil 
h  to  Deteftation  and  Scorn,  in  all  its  Filthinefs. 


Fa  B.  308.    A  Sicken  9^m  and  the  lOttXL 

A  Notorious  MalefaSor^  that  had  commictfid  I 
know  not  how  many  Villanies,  and  run  tbrof 
the  Diicipline  of  as  niany  Gaols,  made  a  Friend  of  die 
DnvV,  to  help  him  out  in  all  his  Diftreflcs.  Thii 
Fliend  of  his  brought  him  off*  many  and  many  a  time, 
ind  itill  he  was  taken  up,  again  and  again,  he  had  lus 
Recourfe  over  and  over,  to  the  fcme  Devil  for  Succoor. 
Boc  upon  his  Laft  Summons,  the  Devil  came  to  him 
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with  a  ^reat  Bag  ef  CMd  Shoes  at  his  Back,  and  told 
ism  pkmly ;  Friend  (&p  he)  Pm  at  the  End  of  my 
line,  and  can  help  ye  no  longer.  I  have  beat  the 
JHoof  till  I  have  worn  out  all  thefe  Shoes  in  your  Ser- 
yktj  and  not  One  Penny  left  me  to  buy  more :  So 
that  you  muft'  e'en  evcufe  me  if  I  drop  ye  here. 

The  Moral. 

*rhe  Devil  bdps  his  ServwMfor  a  S^afat;  hui^  when  thq  ^mn 
mKt  U a  Pineb^  hi  luti^^em  in  the  hrch. 

REFLECTION. 

WICKEDNESS  may  profper  for  a  while ;  but  at  the 
laag  run.  He  that  fets  all  Knaves  at  work,  will  moft 
ortaihly  psy  them  their  Wages.  The  Man  pays  dear  for  hit 
PiDtedion,  that  pawm  his  Soul  for't :  And  it  may  be  an- 
DCher  Obfervation,  that  the  Devil  him/elf  will  not  vmi  without 


^mm 


Fa  b.  309.    A  Council  of  "BfC^SS  for  Cgufinff 

more  ]&fng0^ 

THE  Birds  were  mightily  poffdsM  with  an  Opi- 
nion, that  it  was  utterly  impoflible  for  the  Eagle 
iione  to  adminifter  Equal  Juftice  to  all  her  Subjedb ; 
And  imon  this  ground,  there  was  a  Motion  put  up,  for 
Changing  the  Monarchy  into  a  Republick :  But  an  old 
aonning  Crow  that  Ikw  further  into  a  Milflone  then  his 
^lie^^JxDurs,  with  One  Word  of  his  Mouth  dafhM  the 
^ttte£t  3%e  more  Kings  you  havCy  fays  he,  the  more 
^acks  there  are  to  be  filled:  And  16  the  Debate  fell. 

The  Moral. 

Ftv  Common  People  hate  all  Governments  and  when  they  are  fick 
of  it  in  One  Form^  they  fly  to  Another ;  but  ftill  they  rather 
tncline  to'' That ^  which  they  fancy  Eafieji  to  Themfelves. 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  Emblem  infinuates  a  Government  by  One  to  be  Icfs 
Ucvlenfom,  thanaGover 


Y  2  tivow^ 
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enough  adapted  tb  a  profitable  Allegory.  The  AAibittidt  of 
Birds  ^Teiitipokd  upon,  that  one  Monarch  is  not  fuSciaitkt 
the  difcharging  of  the  Office,  and  therefore  there's  a  ModoB 
put  up  for  the  erefling  of  more  Kings :  For  why,  (aj  tfa^, 
ihould  fo  many  Millions  of  Men  be  fubjeSed  to  tbe  rower 
and  Will  of  one  fingle  Perfbn  ?  This  Error  was  begotten  k^ 
twixt  Faction  and  Intereft.  The  one  manages  by  Defign^'arf 
the  other  falls  in  upon  an  implicit  Refignation  ;  or  dfe  jidb^ 
upon  Facility  and  Weaknefk.  In  the  Cbncluflon^  fomelln 
<X  Ob&rvation  anfd  Experience  (as  the  Cr^u/  for  the  Puipoft) 
cariies  them  off  ckar  from  the  reafoning  Part,  and  afplb 
to  the  Mobile  in  their  own  Way :  That  is  to  fay,  in  a  War  of 
Pocket-Arguments,  He  never  troubled  himfdf  about  thcAr- 
gifial  of  Power ^  or  the  Analogy  betwixt  Ahnarchy  in  HeaveUy  wi 
uporf  Earth  }  but  gives  them  a  fhort  Stroke  upon  dw  Snljeft 
of  Pro^t  and  Ld/s.  Tou  will  find  it  eafier^  fays  he,-  to  FiUOtt 
Sack  than  Many :  And  that  Allufion  carry'd  the  Point. 


F  A  B.  3 1  o.     A  Caomiin  that  would  needs  £* 

for  her  pUgbanH* 

A  Poor  Woman  was  put  oat  of  her  Wits,  in  i 
Manner,  for  fear  of  lofing  her  Husband,  Tir 
Go6d  Man  was  Sick  and  given  over,  and  nochxi( 
would  ferve  the  Turn,  but  Death  muft  needs  ok 
her  inftead  of  him.  She  call'd  and  pray'd,  u^ 
prayed  and  callM,  'till  at  laft  Death  prefcntcd  him- 
felf  in  a  horrible  Shape  at  her  Elbow.  She  very  d- 
viliy  dropt  him  a  Curfie :  And  Pray  Sir^  fays  (he,  Df 
not  miftake  your  felf '^  for  the  Perfon  that  you  com  pr 
lies  in  tbe  Bed  there. 

The   Mo.R  AL. 

^fis  a  common  Thing  to  talk  of  dying  for  a  Friend  \    hd  ^ 
it  comes  to  the  Pujh  once^  *tis  no  more  than  Talk  at  laji. 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  confirms  the  Proverb,  that  Charity  h^ins  at  U»\ 
and  when  all  is  done,  there's  no  Man  loves  a  Friend  fowA 
but  be  loves  himfelf  better.    There  are  no  People  moreb^J  I 
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led  at  Death,  than  thofe  that  have  gotten  a  Cuftom  of  calling 
for't.  Ob  that  Death  would  deliver  me!  (fays  one.)  Ob  that 
Death  would  take  me  in  the  Place  of  my  dear  Husbemd!  [bys 
t'other.)  But  when  Death  conies  to  prefent  himfelf  indeed, 
and  to  take  them  at  their  Words,  the  good  Wife  very  civilly 
puts  the  Change  upon  him,  and  tells  him,  that  the  Perfin  he 
€omiifmr  Hes  in  the  Bed  there.  In  a  few  Words,  to  call  kx 
Deato  in  Jeft^  is  Fain  and  Unprofitable  :  To  call  for't  in 
'£ame/f,  is  Impious :  And  to  call  foft  at  ally  is  both  Foo^ 
and  Needlefs ;  for  Death  will  moft  certainly  come  at  his  ap- 
pointed Time,  whether  he  be  calfd  or  no. 


'  <j  *       T  ■  "f  —^r— — ^— r^f— y— '^*"^"'— ^*' 


Fab-  3u.    A  %m  aillfffnff  at  his^ptjcr's 

JriwieraL 

T^ere  was  a  good  Man  that  followed  his  Wife's 
Bcxly  to  the  Grave,  weeping,  and  wailing  all 
the  Way  he  went,  while  his  Son  followed  the 
Corps  Tinging.  Why  Sirrah,  (ays  tjie  Father,  You 
ihouid  howl,  and  wring  your  Hands,  and  do  as  I 
dOy  yc  Rogue  you  ;  and  not  go  SalrFa-ing  it  about  like 
^  Mad-roan.  Why,  Father,  l^ys  he.  You  give  the 
Priefts  Money  to  fing,  and  will  you  be  angry  with  me 
$qc  ^ving  ye  a  Song  Gratis  ?  ^ell,  lays  the  Father, 
but  that  which  may  become  the  Pricfts,  will  not  air 
ways  become  you.  *T\s  their  0£^  fp  fing,  \y\it  it  i^ 
your  Pan  to  cry/ 

The  Moral. 

Funeral  Tears  are  as  arrantfy  bir^d  out  as  Mourning  Cloaks  : 
and fi  are  the  very  Offices:  And  whether  we  go  to  our 
Graves  fniveUing  or  Jtnjgingj  *tis  all  but  according  to  thf 
Faflnon  of  the  Country^  and  meer  Form. 

REFLECTION, 

THE  Methods  of  Government,  and  of  human  Society, 

fliiift  be  prcferv'd,   where  every  Man  has  his  Roll,  and  his 

Station  aiSgn'd  him;  and  it  is  not  for  one  Man  to  break  in 

«non  the  Piovinoc  of  another.    ThisMordd  teUs usalfe,  that 

r  Y  3  vi\«i 


MP 
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wbm  one  Man  condoks  ior  the  Diftreflb  of  anodn-y 
:niort  for  MQnc7,  or  for  Company,  than  for  Kindnds. 

rrkailavMhSortQfCereDioojrandlmpofitkxi^  thatPi 
■uift  be  train'd  up,  by  certain  RuIcb  of  Ajt»  and  Prdcap 
]totbe  very  Msuiqge  and  Government  of  the  iDoft  Free  and 
fund  *of  our  AfieAions ;  for  we  are  tui^  and  aupoinaK 
very  Methods  aiid1>mes  of  Grieving^  and  RaJfcif, 
t9  do  Honour  to  die  JJcad,  by  the  counterfeit  i^prvrmai 
jtf  the  Living.  But  thii  Way  of  mourning  Igr  Rule»  ii  a 
an  Oikntation  of  SomoWf  than  Indication  of  it.  Moirft 
the  Truth  of  the  Mhtter*  Terms  aindModes  have  oona 
the  Sincerity  of  our  Manners,  as  wdl  toward  our  fi 
Friends,  as  to  the  Memoiy  of  thoie  deputed*  We  1 
hardly  any  Thing  left  inour  Converfationthat  is  pureand 
jMiioe:  But  the  Way  of  Civility,  in  Fafluon^cafts  a  Blinds 
the  Duty,  under  fome certain  cuibmary  Preoedentiof  a 
Words  :  So  that  at  this  Rate,  wp  impofe  one  upon  anol 
without  any  Regard  to  Faith,  Truth,  or  Virtue.  But  «t  i 
fipg  in  fome  Cafes,  ynd  cry  in  o^ien,  andthen^anEndc 


Fab.  312.   A  JealDttd  |)Uje(batiii« 

A  Jealous  Husband  committed  his  WVk  in  Cb 
dence  to  the  Care  and  Cufbody  of  a  putki 
"{^riend  ;  with  die  Promise  of  a  confiderahle  Rem 
if  he  could  but  keep  her  Honeft,  Afta  Ibaie  i 
Dm,  the  Friend  ercw  weary  of  his  Chain,  j 
defo'd  her  Hufband  to  take  his  Wife  Hbmejy 
and  rdeafe  him  of  his  Baigain  ;  fer,  £iys  he^ 
find  it  utterly  impoflihie  to  hinder  a  Woman  6 
aay  Thing  (he  has  a  mind  to.  If  it  were  to  tun 
b^  of  -'Fleas  lodle  into  a  Meadow  evoy  Mons 
agrajdng,  and  fetch  them  Home  a^^  at  Nig|tf; 
durft  be  anlwcrable  with  my  Life  j&  the  DdiK 
it,  to  a  (ingle  Flea;  butTV>tber  is  a  CommiflioB 
daregonofenhcrln. 

The  M  0  n  A  L. 
*Tts Mm^b t$ makt aWmrni  a  fPtmrt^  butjiumthm^lk 
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the  Humnr  takes  btr  to  bejadijbj  *tis  mt  aUtbt  Locks j  BdtSy 
andSfies  in  Natwrt  that  can  keep  ber  boneft^ 

REFLECTION. 

JEAIXKJSr^  betwixt  Man  and  Wife,  does  but  provoke 

'  and  enflame  the  Appetite,  as  it  fets  the  Invcntipn  at  Work  upon 

'  Wajrs  and  Means  of  giving  one  another  the  Slip  :  And  when 

'   it  comes  to  a  Trial  of  Skill  once,  'tis  a  carrying  of  the  Caufe 

'   CO  gain  the  Point,  and  thereof  a  kind  of  perverle  Reputation  io 

'   getting  the  better  on*t.  Briefly,  'tis  Labour  loft  on  both  Sides, 

'   while  the  One  \s  never  to  be  reftrain'd,  nor  the  Other  to  be 

'  ^tisfied  :    For  Jealouly  rag^  as  well  without  Reafon  as. with 

:   it.  Nay,  the  very  Will  to  do  a  Thing  is  as  eood  as  the  Thing 

done ;   and  his  Head  is  as  Sick,  that  but  rancies  the  Thing 

done,    as  if  lie  faw  the  \try  doing  it  with  bit  own  Eyes. 

*  The  Ways  of  a  Woman,that  has  a  mind  (to  ^jfiffi  s^nd  Uoft^ 

■  are  as  Uniearchable  as  the  very  Thougbts  of  her  Heart ;   and 

'^  therefore  the  Friend  here  w;as  in  the  right  tt>  difcbarge  him- 

felf  of  his  Truft,  and  throw  up  his  Commi/Bon, 


Fab.  3 1 3*  A  ^att  that  would  not  rake  a  ClpStr* 

WHen  the  Patient  is  Rich,  there's  no  Fear  of 
Phyficians  srfxnit  him,  as  thick  as  Wafps  to 
a  Koncy-Pot ;  and  tjiere  was  a  whole  Coll^  of  dienj 
caffd  to  a  G>nfidtation  upon  ^  Pi^rfi-Proud  Dtttcb  Man^ 
that  was  iroubled  wth  a  Megript.  The  Dodlors  pre- 
Icrifa^d  him  a  ayftcr ;  the  Patient  fdl  mto  a  Rage 
opon't  Why,  Certain^  tbefe  People  are  ail  mad^  lays 
he,  to  talk  of  Curing  a  Matfs  Head  at  bis  Tail. 

The  Moral. 

tit  tbat  confultsbls  Ph/fictpn^  and  will  netfolbw  bis  Advice^  muji 
bebisoum  Doffor:  But  let  bim  take  tbe  M  Adage  along  with 
bim;  He  that  teaches himfelf,  has  a  Fool  forhisMafter, 

REFLECTION. 

'TIS  a miferable  Thing,  when  Men  that  underftand  no- 
thing at  all,  (hall  take  upon  them  to  cenfure,  and  to  pxejudge 
cvciy  Thing  that  tiMy  dp  not  underftand.  What's  the  Uieof 
^  Cdkgf^  if  cverjr  pMrticqW  Man  (hall  fct  up  to  be  his  ow^ 
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^ I      * ' ' f      ^        - 

DoAor  \  And  'tis  the  (aine  Qfe  where  Sul:ge£ft  tal^eupon'bi 
to  Gorredl  the  Mapijicat^  anui  to  preTcribe  to  vo6i  Saperidn, 


Let  every  Man  betru{|ed  in  bis  own  War,  and  kc  the  Doc- 
tor prefcril^e  to  the  Pmi^i^'aj^  totbeAyir. 
Fdr  V  tiie  Rate  of  this  :Thic£>fkuU*d  filunderliead,  eva| 
i'itmf^T'A^  Audi  take  upon  him  to  i^  Uit^ 


»  w«u  «9  f  xrj/w^^r* 


Faii.  314.    A  tSBclt  and  a  0lclt  9fo« 

THere  was  a  oertaia  fTo^y  that  in  a  Qusdm  of 
wonderful  Qiarity*  made  a  Vifit  to  an  4^^ 
that  lav  ill  erf*  a  violent  Fever.  He  felt  his  Pulfe  very 
gte^dy  y  ^  pny^  niy  good  Friend,  iays  he^  wben- 
aBouts  is  yoiir  grducft  Fain?  Okgendy;  byi  dr 
M;  far' it  pHcksme jiift  thett  ftill  v^et^ yo6  laf yoa^ 
Fin^. 

Fa  9.  315.   A  JFOjC  and  a  BfCit  C0C|« 


himlelf.  Alas,  lays  the  Cocky  Vm  e*€n  ready  to  fin 
ther  for  want  pf  Breath ;  and  if  you'd  be  ploisfd  h 
tti  ibnd  oiF,  and  give  me  a  litde  &cf}x  Air,  I  fimq 
fhcHild  be  lomewhat  more  at  Eaie. 

The  Mo  R  A  L  of  the  two  Fables  abovct 

*tbi  Cbinrity  rf  mit  DiothhBid  Vijits  firm  ofu  amtbtr^  iswmiff 
4  JRatfy  (gffuralfyJpeaUfig)  witlf  that  of  a  QnrUm^rm  Ui 
$beipi  Wifmell  a  Carcafi, 

REFLECTION. 

THERE  are  no  Vifitsfo  officious,  and  Importune^  aitbofc 
that  People  think  to  get  by ;  efpeciallv  when  our  Tbou^u^ 
ttikm  up  with  Matters  of  greater  Momcmt.  B^fidq^*  dati 
there's  a  Def^  lipon  us  in  ue  very  Comptement  ^ThefeFs* 
Ue9  may  fcrvc  to  point  out  to  us,  d»t  tbut  areJUfaiL  nwA\ 


"»M 


Abstemius's   Fables.     319 


as  l^Uufs  and  Foxes^  that  wait  for  the  Carca/s:  That  is  to  lay, 
for  an  OiEce,  an  Eftate,  a  Commiffion,  Lands,  Monies^ 
Jewds,  or  whatever  elfe  People  lie  gaping  for  in  Rcverfion^ 
according  to  the  PraAice  of  the  World :  So  that  there's  little 
Tnift  to  thefe  Death-Bed  Cerenrnies ;  which,  for  the  greater 
Part,  have  more  in  them  of  Avarice  and  Intereft,  thui  of 
Piety  and  good  Will  :  So  that  efiefiually,  a  ffi^s  vifiting  S| 
Sick  Jfsj  is  but  Saying  Grace  to  a  Dead  One. 


Fab.  3it5.    €|)2ee  €6inff!8  arc  the  05ettrr  for 

2Beatfnff* 

A  Good  Woman  happened  to  pals  by,  as  a  Com- 
pany of  Young  Fellows  were  Cudgelling  a 
Wallnut-Trcc,  and  as^*d  them  what  they  did  that  ft«-  ? 
iTiis  is  only  by  the  Way  of  EMfcipline,  feys  one  of  tho 
Lads,  for  'tis  natural  for  Ajfes^  fFamaty  and  fFaHmU- 
Trees  to  Alend  upon  Beaiing. 

The  Moral. 

Sfur  a  Jade  a  ^ejtim^  and  bill  Kick  ye  an  Anfwer. 

REFLECTION. 

PEOPLE  Ihould  not  be  too inquifitive,  without confi- 
dering  how  far  they  themfelves  may  be  concern'd  in  the  Anfwer 
h>  the  Queftion. 


F  A  B.  3 1 7.    The  afjS's  (DCift ♦ 

AN  Afs  was  wiihing  in  a  hard  Winter,  for  a 
little  warm  Weather,  and  a  Mouthful  of  fi:elh 
Grais  to  knap  upon,  in  Exchange  for  a  heartkfs 
Truis  of  Straw,  and  a  cold  Lodging.  In  good  time* 
the  warm  Weather,  and  the  frefh  Graiscomes  on  ;  but 
(o  much  Toil  and  Bus'nefs  along  with  it,  that  the  Afs 
grows  quickly  as  fick  of  the  Springs  as  he  was  of  the 
Hunter.  Hb  noct  Longing  is  for  Summer  i  but  what 
with  Harveft-Work,  and  other  Drudgeries  of  that 
Sca&xiy  he  is  worfe  now  than  he  was  in  die  ^friHg\ 


\ 
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and  then  he  £uicie6  he  0iall  never  be  well  'till  jhium 
ctwaes  :  But  diere  again,  what  with  carryinff  Apples, 
Grapesy  Fewd,  Winter-Provifions,  (^c.  nc  finds 
kmldf  in  a  greater  Harry  than  ever.  In  fine,  when 
he  has  trod  the  Circle  of  the  Year  in  a  Courie  of 
TdRk&  Labour,  his  laft  Prayer  is  for  Wlmier  mgah ; 
and  that  he  may  but  take  up  his  Reft  where  he  began 
his  Q)mplaint. 

The  Moral. 

fbe  Life  of  an  unfteady  Man  runs  away  in  a  Courfe  tfvam 
Wtpei^  and  unprofitable  Repentanci  :  An  unfettUd  Aitnd  com 
mver  be  at  reft^     There* s  no  Sea/on  without  its  Bu^nefs. 

REFLECTION. 

THE  Afs*^  Wijh  here,  is  the  lively  Image  of  a  fbolifli, 
nd  a  jniferable  Levity  of  Mind  ;  and,  in  truth,  there  is  but 
too  jnucb  in't  of  the  Figure,  and  the  Bus'ncfs  of  human  Life; 
for  we  fpend  our  Days  in  a  kiml  of  lazy  reftlefs  Indifpofttioo, 
that  looks  as  if  we  would  fain  be  doing  fomething,  and  )Tt 
never  goes  farth.cr,  than  to  a  Shifting  from  one  Prc^Ation  to 
another.  Wijhiug  and  Wouldwg^  (as  they  fay)  faas  (bmewliit 
in  it  of  in  Analogy  to  Stretching  and  Yawning  :  We  only 
Drowfc,  when  we  think  we  Live,  and  our  Time  runs  away  in 
fancying  CajUcs  In  the  Alr^  and  in  putting  of  Cafes.  TTic  In- 
ference that  wc  are  to  draw  from  hence  is  this :  If  an  unfetM 
Head  and  Heart  befo  grievous  a  Calamity,  theSquarii^ofi 
Man's  Thoughts,  Wifties,  and  Dcfircs,  to  the  Lot  that  rrori- 
jdence  has  iet  out  for  him,  is  both  a  Blcfling  and  a  Duty. 

He  that  is  ftill  weary  of  the  Prefent,  Ihall  be  moft  certainlf 
follicitous  for  the  Future.  For  the  Prefent  is  only  the  Courfeof 
fo  many  Moments  into  time  to  come.  He  that  gapes  after  be 
knows  not  what,  (hall  be  fure  to  lofe  his  Longing.  He  chaqgjB 
out  of  Reftlefheis,  not  Choice  \  and  fo  long  as  he  carries  ^ 
fame  Mind  about  him,  the  Circumflances  of  his  Condition  friU 
never  alter  the  Cafe.  His  prefent  l^houghts  are  uneafy,  be- 
caufe  his  prefent  State  does  not  pleafe  him,  and  fo  he  goes  on 
at  a  Venture,  fbifting  and  cafting  about  for  fomcwbat  dfe 
that  may  better  agree  with  him.  The  Batchelor  wants  a  Wife; 
the  mairry'd  Man  wants  his  Liberty ;  the  Statofman  has  i 
mind  taw  private.  The  Country-man  lives  out  of  theWorU; 
the  Man  of  Bus'nefs  is  a  Slave  to't  \  and  he  that's  out  of  £m- 
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plofDamt,  makes  it  his  Excufe,  that  he's  fbrc'd  to  Drink  or 
Whore  for  want  of  fomewhat  elfe  to  do.  There's  no  meafiire 
to  be  taken  of  an  unfteady  Mind ;  but  ftill  'tis  either  too  mudi 
or  too  little ;  too  foon  or  too  late.  The  Love  of  Novelty  be- 
gets <nd  cncf cafes  the  Love  of  Novelty;  and  the  oftner  we 
Change,  the  more  dangerous  and  troublefome  do  we  find  this 
Itch  rf  Vanity  to  be.  The  Afs  was  Sick  of  the  Spring ;  Sicker 
yctof  the  Summer  I  more  Sick  Kil  of  Autumn  \  ^nASickefiofall 
of  die  Winter  \  till  he's  brought,  in  die  End,  to  Compound  for 
liis  firft  Condition  s^in,  and  fo  take  up  with  that  for  his 
SatisiaAioQ,  which  he  reckon'd  upon  before  for  his  Mif- 
/ortune. 

This  it  is,  when  fickle  and  foolifh  People  will  be  Prefcribing 
to,  and  Refining  upon  the  Wife  and  Gracious  Appointments  of 
the  Maker  of  the  World.  They  know  not  what  they  are,  and 
they  know  not  what  they  would  be,  any  farther,  than  that  they 
would  not  be  what  they  are.  Let  their  pre&nt  State  in  the 
^(Vorki  be  what  it  <will,  there's  flill  fomething  or  other  in't  that 
makes  4heir  Lives  wearifome :  And  they  are  as  peevifh  Com- 
pany to  themfelves  too,  as  they  are  to  their  Neighbours ;  for 
there's  not  one  CircumiUnce  in  Nature,  but  they  fhall  find 
Matters  to  pick  a  Quarrel  at :  Let  it  be  Health,  Fortune,  Con- 
verfation.  Kindred,  Friends,  it  will  be  all  a  cafe,  fo  long  as 
weak  and  wayward  Men  fhall  go  on  grumbling,  and  cavil- 
ling at" the  Works  and  Difpenfations  of  Heaven.  Were  it  not 
better  now  for  People  to  -be  quiet  at  fuA,  and  to  fit  down  con- 
tentedly in  the  Poft  where  Providence  hasplac'd  them?.  Were 
it  notbetter  to  do  the  great  Work  of  Life  betimes,  by  the  Help 
ef  a  feafonable  Prudence  and  Virtue,  than  to  deliver  up  our 
felves  to  the  Torments  of  Hopes  and  Fears,  and  be  forc'd  to 
do't  at  lafl,  by  the  dear-bought  Experience  of  our  Follies,  and 
the  Neceflity  of  giving  over  what  we  can  do  no  longer  I 

Thbis  not  yet  to  bar  honefl  Induftry,  or  a  fober  Applica* 
tkmto'thofe  Ways,  Studies,  or  Means  ttiat  mav  probably  Gon* 
tribute  to  the  mending  of  a  Man's  Fortune :  Provided  that  be 
fet  up  his  Refolution  beforehand,  not  to  let  himfelf  down  below 
the  Dignitv  of  a  Wife  Man,  be  the  IfTue  of  his  Endeavoun 
what  It  will.  He  that  is  not  content  at  prefent,  carries  the 
fame  Weaknefs  abng  with  him  to  the  next  Remove;  for 
whoever  either  paffionately  covets  any  thing  that  he  has  not, 
or  fisels  himfelf  glutted  ^itfa  a  Satiety  .of  what  he  i)ofleKi^ 
has  already  lofl  hb  Hold :  So  that  if  we  wouU  be  ha|)py,  wip 
muft  fix  ypon  fome  FoHi^iation  that  .pm  nevcprrdeooive  ua^c 

ana 
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and  govern  ourfdves  by  the  Meafures  of  Sobriety  and  Jaftke. 
All  the  reft  is  but  the  J/i's  Ciradatim  of  more  and  moie 
Anxiety  and  Trouble. 


F  A  B.  3 18.    A  Cat  and  Gj^iCC.. 

AS  a  Company  of  Mice  were  peeping  out  of  their 
Holes  for  Difcovery,  they  ipy'd  a  Cat  vpaaz 
Shelf;  that  lay  and  looked  fb  demurely,  as  if  there 
had  been  neither  Life  nor  Soul  in  her.  Wdl  (fiiyi 
one  of  the  Mia)  That*s  a  good  natur*d  Creature,  PD 
warrant  her  \  One  may  read  it  in  her  very  Looks;  and 
truly  I  have  the  greatdt  mind  in  the  World  to  make  an 
Acquaintance  with  her.  So  (aid,  and  fb  done  ;  but  8 
^n  as  ever  Pufs  had  her  within  reach,  (he  gave  her  id 
underftand,  that  the  Face  is  not  always  the  Lula  cf 
^  Mind 

The  Moral. 

^Tis  a  bard  Matter  for  g  A4im  to  be  fbnijl  and  Safe  :  fir  bis  virj 
Cbarity  and  good  Natttre  ExpefeSy  if  it  does  not  Detraj  btML 

REFLECTION. 

NO  Treachery  fo  Mortal,  as  That  which  covers  itfdf  un- 
^r  the  Mask  of  Sandity.  A  ffilf  does  a  great  deal  more 
mifchief  in  a  Sbeep*s  Sittn^  than  in  his  ottm  Shape  and  Cekar, 
The  Mokfe  that  took  this  Cat  for  a  Saint^  has  very  gpod  Qmii- 
pany,  not  only  in  her  Miftakc,  but  in  her  Misfortune  too: 
For  we  have  (ecn  a  whole  Ailembly  of  thefe  Moufit^  Saimsj 
that  under  the  Mask  of  Zeal,  Confcience  and  good  Natuit, 
have  made  a  Shift  to  lay,  I  know  not  how  many  K^ingdoim 
in  Blood  and  AShcs. 


F  A  B.  3 1 9.     A  TSoat  and  a  JTojt* 

AS  a  Boar  was  whetting  his  Teeth  againft  a  Tree, 
up  comes  a  Fox  to  him.     Pray,  what  do  yoq 
mean  by  That?  (fays  he)  for  I  fee  no  occafioo  fcrt. 

Wen, 


^^■A«MCtfaMi*iaMM«iirilM>«MMi 
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rtM^i^ 


Well,  lays  the  Boar^  but  I  do ;  for  when  1  coitie  onoe 
to  be  fet  upon,  'twill  be  too  late  for  me  to  be  Whet- 
ting when  I  fhould  be  Fighting. 


F A  B.  3  20.     A  ffiSaoIf  and  a  Pd^CUpine* 

YOur  Porcupine^  and  your  Hedge-Hog^  are  Ibmewhat 
alike,  only  the  Former  has  longer  and  (harper 
Prickle  than  the  Other ;  and  theie  Prickles  he  can 
iboot  and  dart  at  an  Enemy.  There  was  a  Wolf  had 
a  mind  to  be  dealing  with  him,  if  he  could  but  get 
him  difarm'd  firft ;  and  fo  he  told  the  Porcupine  in  a 
friendly  way,  that  it  did  not  look  well  for  People'  in 
a  Time  of  Peace,  to  go  ArmM,  as  if  they  were  in  a 
Seate  of  War ;  and  fo  advisM  him  to  lay  his  £rifUes  a^ 
fide  •,  for  (lays  he)  you  may  take  them  up  at  pleafiire. 
Do  you  talk  of  a  State  of  War  ?  lays  the  Poreufiney  why, 
that's  my  prefent  Cafe,  and  the  very  Reafon  of  my 
(landing  to  my  Arms,  fo  bng  as  a  ff^olf  is  in  Cmpakf. 

The  Mo  R  A  L  of  the  two  Fables  above. 

No  Man^  or  State  can  he  fafe  in  Peaccy  that  is  not  ahvays  in 
readinefs  to  encounter  an  Enemy  in  Cafe  of  War. 

REFLECTION. 

ALL  Bus'neis  that  is  neceflary  to  be  done,  (hould  be  done 
Betimes :  And  there's  as  little  Trouble  of  doing  it  in  Seafon 
too,  as  out  of  Seafon :  Neither  is  it  eifefhially  done  at  all, 
but  in  the  proper  Time  of  doing  it :  So  that  'tis  good  Discre- 
tion, and  good  Advice,  to  provide  againft  Danger  before*- 
hand ;  for  he  that's  always  ready,  can  never  be  taken  with 
a  IVhy  not. 

'Tis  a  piece  of  good  Counfel,  in  all  the  Affairs  of  Human 
Life,  to  take  care  of  fecuring  ourfelves  that  we  may  be  not 
either  betray'd  or  furpriz'd :  But  as  it  is  Wifdom  to  keep  our 
fclves  upon  a  guard,  fo  it  is  matter  of  good  Manners  alfo, 
and  Refpedl,  neither  to  do,  nor  to  fay  any  thing,  that  may 
import  a  Jcaloufy  or  Diflruft.  All  the  Duties  of  Govern- 
ment and  Society;  nay,  all  Offices,  Civil  and  Religious^ 
where  Prudence^  Confcience,  or  common  Fahh  are  concerned. 
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hm  their  (mpcr  Soifoits.  Tis  too  late  to  fatiider  Mil 
when  the  Opportunity  b  once  paft;  and  theiiefoce  theTittio; 
of  Thii^isamainPointintheDifpatchofaU  Affiura.  Theic 
can  be  no  lafc  or  Aire  Peace,  where  People  are  not  always  in 
.mdincfi  for  War  i  for  the  common  Wdl-being  of  Mankind^ 
does  not  fo  much  depend  upon  the  Faith  of  Men,  and  of  Go- 
vernments, as  upon  the  temporary  and  contingtnt  Occafions 
of  Breaking  the  Peace  with  Advantage.  'Tis  not  Publick 
JufKce  alone,  that  can  uriiold  a  Government,  without  the  Aid 
of  PoScy  and  Oniniel.  Men  do  natorally  indulge  thofe  Opi^ 
tiions  and  Pndices,  that  favour  their  Pretenfions  ;  and  it  is 
tdo  much  to  fupcfadd  powerful  Temptations  to  do  Wiong,  to 
tfeforceofvidouslnctinationstodoit  The  JS^tfr'0  Whetohg 
his  Teeth,  was  onhr  aa  AA  of  neceflary  PncatUimt^  for  fv 
of  tlie  worft :  And  the  Pircupim  'did  wifely  too,  in  keqaii| 
himfelf  upon  his  guard,  when  the  Enemy  was  in  view. 


Fab.  3)1.    A $)^tf e aiMl a llUtf; 

ASimfJe  Afytfe  had  the  Fort;une  to  be  near  at 
hand,  when  a  Kite  was  taken  in  a  Net.  The 
Kte  begged  of  her  to  try  ijF  (he  could  h^p  her  out. 
The  Mwfe  gnaw'd  a  Hole  in't,  and  let  her  at  Lttierty  v 
and  the  Kiie  eat  up  the  Mmfe  for  her  pains. 

The  Moral. 

Sstw  a  Tbirf/r^m  the  Gallows^  and  hcHl  cut  yntr  Thnai. 

REFLECTION. 

*TIS  no  new  Thing  in  the  World  to  return  Evil  fbr  Good. 
Nay,  there  are  fome  Natures  fo  fowr,  and  fo  ungrateful,  that 
they  are  never  to  be  obliged.  All  Kites  of  this  Humour  do  not 
wear  Feathers :  Neither  do  all  fuch  A£ce  wear  long  Tails. 
There  are  Cafes,  wherein  our  very  Tcndcrnefs,  and  Charity, 
become  a  Snare  to  us  i  and  there  are  People  too,  that  fanc^  no 
Blood  fo  fweet,as  that  of  the  Perfon  to  whom  they  ftand  inciebt^ 
ttfd  for  their  Lives  and  Fortunes :  But  then  if  one  Man  fliouM 
ceafe  to  be  generous  and  charitable,  becaufe  another  Man  is 
fordid  and  ungrateful ;  it  would  be  much  in  the  Power  of  the 
btfeft  of  Vices  to  extinguifh  the  mod  Chriftian  and  Human 
of  Virtues.  Thefe  Lewd  Examples  may  however,  and  ought 
I  to 
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to  iccomjnend  Prudence  and  Caution  to  us;  Imt  without  Kil- 
Kiigy  or  Quenching  good  Nature.  There  are,  'tis  true^  (bale 
People  fo  hardned  in  Wjckedneis,  as  to  have  no  fenfe  at  all 
of  the  moil  Friendly  Qffices,  or  the  higheft  Benefits.  Now  in 
thefe  defperate  Cafes,  a  Man  is  little  better  than  Feb  ieft^ 
that  for  the  Helping  of  Another,  ventures  the  Undoing  of 
Himfelf  i  nay,  and  'tis  fomewhat  more  than  a  Venture  too^ 
when  a  Mouft  lays  itfelf  at  the  Mercy  of  a  Kki. 


I 


F  A  B.  3  2  2.    A  Cocitle  and  Sttpiter^ 

old  time,  when  Jupiter  was  in  the  Ebmour 


that  his  I^ufe  and  his  Body  might  be  all  of  a  piece; 
Jupiter  made  him  Anfwer,  that  it  would  be  a  Burden 
to  him  inftead  of  a  Favour.  Yes,  fays  the  Cockle^  but 
it  will  be  fuch  a  Burden  as  I  had  rather  bear,  than  lie 
cxpos'd  to  ill  Neighbours. 

The  MoR  AL. 

Impertinent  Vtfits  are  the  Phgke  of  a  Sober  Marfs  Life^  and 
therefore  'tis  a  happy  thing  when  a  Body  may  be  at  Hanu^  or 
not  at  Homty  as  he  pUaJes. 

REFLECTION, 

GOOD,  or  Bad  Compaiw,  is  either  the  greateft  Bleffing, 
or  the  greateft  Phguc  of  Human  Life;  and  therefore  the 
Cockl/%  was  a  very  reafonable  and  pertinent  Requeft.  Thereof 
no  Liberty  like  the  Freedom  of  being  Publick  or  Private,  as 
a  Body  plcafes ;  and  having  it  at  my  own  choioe,  whether  I 
will  live  to  the  World,  or  to  myfelf. 


F  A  B.  3  23 .    A  03f tCl^  ready  to  Ptt|lp|p» 

ABig-hellfd  BUcb  borrowed  Another  Bitdf%  Kennel 
to  lay  her  Burden  in.  The  Plroprictrcfe,  after 
fomc  Time,  demanded  Poflfcflion  agam  •,  but  the  O- 
ther  bcgg*d  her  Excufe  and  Patience,  only  till  her 
Whelps  might  be  able  to  Ihift  for  themfelves.    This 

was 


I    • 
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was  ag^'eed  upon  for  fb  many  Days  longq- :  But  die 
Time  being  expired,  the  Biicb  that  was  Oui^  gncw 
more  and  more  prefling  for  her  Own  again.  Why 
then;  fays  the  Other,  if  you  can  force  me  and  my 
Puppies  out  of  the  Kennel^  yoU  ihali  have  free  Liberty 
to  come  in. 


F  A  B.  3  24.    A  ^tt^ee^^oQ  and  a  ^nakr^ 

A  Snake  was  prevailed  upon  in  a  Cold  Winter,  td 
take  a  Hedge-Hog  into  his  Cell  j  but  when  he 
was  once  in,  the  Place  was  fo  harroW,  that  the 
Prickles  of  the  Hedge-Hog  were  very  troublefbme  to 
hb  Companion :  fb  that  the  Snake  told  him,  he  muft 
heeds  provide  for  himfelf  fomewhere  elfe,  for  the  Ifcle 
was  not  big  enou^  to  hold  them  both.  Why  then, 
£iys  the  Hedge-Hog^  He  that  cannot  Stay^  fhall  db  im 
to  Go :  But  for  my  own  part,  I'm  e'en  Content  whcrt 
I  ams  and  if  You  be  not  fb  too,  y'are  free  to  Remove 

The  Moral. 

PoJfeJJion  is  EUven  Points  if  the  Law. 

REFLECTION. 

EVERY  Man  is  to  provide  againft  Fraud  and  Trcachtrj, 
where  the  Pcrfon  he  deals  with  may  be  the  better  for*t.  Ar/- 
warr^dy  Pore-arm* d.  'Tis  not  fafe  to  join  Interefb  with  Stran- 
s,  upon  fuch  Terms,  as  to  lay  ourfelves  at  Mercyi  InaD 
ices  of  Chriftian  Charity,  and  of  Prudent  Converfation, 
People  Ihould  have  a  Arid  Regard  to  the  Humour  and  Qs; 
lader  of  the  Perfons  they  deal  withal ;  to  the  D^rccs  and 
Mcafures  of  Things;  and  to  the  Coniequences  upon  the 
whok  matter  in  cafe  of  the  worft.  It  is  not  every  Man's  Ta- 
knt  tQ  diftinguiih  aright  upon  all  the  Neceilities  of  Affairs  of 
this  nature :  That  is  to  fay,  how  far  our  Prudence  mav  war- 
rant our  Charity,  and  how  far  our  Charity  may  comport  with 
eur  Prudence.  'Tis  dangerous  on  the  one  hand  to  pais  tbe 
Rules  of  Difcretion ;  and  it  is  inhuman  on  the  other,  not  to 
acquit  ourfelves  in  all  the  Functions  of  Tendernefs  and  good 
Natiure^  for  Piety  and  Wifdom  arc  both  wrapt  up  in  the  Que- 

I  flioD4 
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ftion.  The  very  fiune  good  Office  may  be  a  Virtue  toward 
one  Man,  and  a  Folly  toward  another.  One  may  juftify 
the  running  of  a  Rifque,  in  favour  of  a  Man  of  Int^rity 
and  good  Fame  :  But  where  there  is  an  habitual  Ingratitucle 
on  the  one  fide,  and  a  confiderable  Hazard  on  the  other, 
there's  no  Trufting,  I  fhall  not  need  to  enlarge  upon  this 
Topick,  in  a  World,  that  makes  good  the  All^ory  bv  fo 
many  Inftances  of  daily  PraAice  and  Convcrfation.  How 
many  frefli  Examples  may  we  find  in  our  own  Memory,  of 
Men  that  after  all  the  Obligations  imaginable,  and  in  contra- 
didlon  to  all  the  Ties  of  Honour,  JufUce,  and  Hofpitali^, 
have  ferv'd  their  Mafters,  Patrons,  and  Benefactors,  as  the 
Hii^€'Hog  ferv'd  the  Snake  here ! 


F  A  B.  3  2  5.    A  iFojC  and  a  ^tuxz^ 

A  Fox  and  a  Hare  were  in  a  warm  Conteft  once^ 
which  of  the  Two  could  make  the  beft  Shift  in 
the  World,     When  I  am  purfuM,  lays  the  Hare^  I  can 
Acw  the  Dogs  a  Fair  Pair  of  Heels,  and  run  away 
fix>m  'em  at  plealure :  And  yet  for  all  that,  fays  the 
-Pox^  I  have  baffled  more  of  *em  with  my  Wiles  and 
Shifts,  then  ever  You  did  with  your  Footmanlhip. 

The  Moral. 

tyifdcm  is  as  much  beyond  Forces  as  Men  are  beyond  Brutes. 

REFLECTION.       ' 

A  good  Bodily  Strength  and  Difpofition  is  a  Felicity  of 
Mature,  but  nothing  comparable  yet  to  the  Advantages  of  a 
^*>gpUnderftanding,  and  a  ready  Prefence  of  Mind.  Wifdom 
focs  more  than  Force ;  but  they  do  beft  together :  For  a 
^Und  Mind  in  a  found  Body  is  the  Perfeftion  of  Humane 
•life.     A  Foxy  'tis  true,  may  be  fome  time Out-witted,  and  a 


re  Out-ftript ;  but  this  does  not  hinder  yet  the  Excellency 
^  one  Faculty  above  the  other. 


Fab^ 
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Fab.  3 26.    An  flDIU  ^an  refolv'd  to  giv< 

THere  was  an  Old  Toft^  that  in  the  very  St 
Impotence,  had  ftill  a  IVbore  in  the  Head  c 
His  Ghoftly  Father  tcx)k  notice,  of  it,  and  ply' 
haid  with  wholfome  Advice,  upon  the  Subjedt 
Lufts  of  the  Flefli.  This  Reverend  Fornicator  ti 
him  ntioft  heartily  for  his  Kind  and  Chriftian  Cc 
and  by  the  Grace  of  Hea\xn,  fays  hey  1*11  foil 
For .  to  tell  the  plain  Truth  on't,  Pm  t»ld,  tfc 
naught  for  me ;  and  really  my  Body  is  quite  < 
Tunc  for  thofe  Gambols. 

The  MoR  AL. 

JVhen  Things  are  at  the  worft^  thefll  Mini. 

REFLECTION. 

MORE  Men  lecbum  out  of  Shame,  Fear,  and  fxir 
ceflity,  thiin  for  the  Love  of  Honour  or  Virtue,  Thci 
are  Honeft  upon  thefe  1  ef ms  would  be  arrant  Knaves 
Tables  were  turn'd.  They  go  along  with  the  Devil, 
there^s  either  Pleafure  ol*  Profit  to  be  had  on  that  fide 
when  they  come  once  to  lofc  tl)e  1  aftc  of  tJie  One,  an 
Means  of  the  Other,  they  are  prefently  r^iftcr'd  in  tb 
leniar  of  New  Converts,  The  Countenance  of  tlw 
looks  a  little  betwixt  Je/f  and  Earneji  \  but  this  Mixti 
Appearance  does  not  hinder  it  from  being  a  moftetii 
Satyr  upon  the  Corruptions  and  falfe  Semblance  of  Hi 
Life.  Lord  !  How  Sober  and  Temperate  do  Peopk  l 
when  they  can  Drink  and  Whore  no  longer ! 


F  A  B.  3  27.  An  3impettinc«t  and  a  li)&ffofo?l 

A  Certain  Pragmatical^  Senfelefs  Companm  w 
make  a  Vifit  to  a  Philofopher,  He  found 
alone  in  his  Study,  and  fell  a  wond'ring  how  he  0 
endure  to  lead  lb  folitary  a  Life.  The  Learned  1 
toW  him  i  Sir,  fays  he,  you  are  exceedingly  miftak 
for  I  was  in  very  good  Company  till  you  came  in. 
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The  Moral. 

Good  Thoughts  and  Good  Bxks  are  very  Good  Ccntpany^ 

REFLECTION. 

\  Wife  Book  is  much  better  than  a  Foolifli  Companion  ; 
I  the  Dead  in  fuch  a  Cafe,  are  much  better  than  the 
ing.  It  is  one  of  the  moft  vexatious  Mortifications  per- 
3,  of  a  fober,  and  ftudious  Man's  Life,  to  have  his  Thoughts 
)rder'd,  and  the  very  Chain  of  his  Reafon  difcompos'd,  by 
Importunity  pf  a  Tedious  and  Impertinent  Vifit :  Efpe- 
ly  if  it  be  from  a  Fool  of  Qiiality,  where  the  very  Figure 
the  Man  entitles  him  to  all  Returns  of  good  Manners  and 
peel.  And  the  Affliction  is  yet  more  grievous,  where  that 
Tog^tive  of  Quality  is  farther  bacJcM  and  corroborated, 
h  a  real  KindneCi  and  good  Will :  For  a  Man  mufl  be 
umane  and  ungrateful,  as  well  as  rude,  if  he  does  but  fo 
ch  as  Offer,  at  the  Eafing,  or  the  Believing  of  Himfelf. 
e  Drift  of  this  Fable  at  laft,  is  to  tell  us,  that  Good  Books 
\  Good  Thoughts  are  the  Beji  Company^  and  that  they  j^re 
iaken,  that  think  a  Wife  Man  can  ever  be  Alone.  It 
pares  us  alio  to  expeA  Interruptions  and  DiHippoint^ 
nts,  and  to  provide  for  'em ;  but  withal  to  take  the  beft 
e  we  can  to  prevent  the  Pb^e  of  III  Company,  by  avoid- 

the  Occafions  of  it.  The  Linking  of  a  Man  of  Brains 
[  Honefty  into  a  lewd,  infipid  Converfation,  is  cfFectLally 
:  the  Moral  of  that  Tyrant,  that  bound  the  Living  ;f..d 

Dead  together ;  and  yet  this  is  it  which  the  hnpertinent 
jes  for  the  Relief  of  Solitude,  and  that  he  calls  Ccmpany. 


Fab.  328.     A  CHoIf  in  a  S)f)fCp'£!  €I;iIU 

pHcre  goes  a  Story  of  a  JVolf^  tl:at  v.Tapt  himfelf 
L  up  in  a  Sheep* s  Skw^  and  worr)M  L:;n:bs  for  a 
od  while  under  that  Difguife  ;  but  ih^*  shepherd  met 
th  him  at  Idfl,  and  truis'd  him  up,  *S7rcV  Ski^i  r.r.d 
\  upon  an  Eminent  Gibbet,  for  a  Spccl:\cl::  and  an 
ample.  The  Neighbours  m.idc  a  WondcTmcn:  of 
and  askM  him  what  he  meant,  to  hang  up  lii-; 
cep  ?    Oh,  lays  he.  That's  only  the  Skin  of  a  Sheep, 
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that  was  made  ufe  of  to  cover  the  Heart,  Malice, 
Body  of  a  H^olf  that  ihroudcd  himfclf  under  it. 

The  Moral. 

Hypocrtfy  is  only  the  Devil* s  Stalking-Horfe^  under  an  ^ 
tim  §f  Simplicity  and  Riligicn.  PeopU  are  not  /v  he  jud^ 
tl^eir  Looksy  Habits^  and  Appearances ;  but  by  the  Cbm 
ef  their  Lives  and  ConverfationSj  and  by  their  JVerks. 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  Fable  is  moralizM  in  the  Holy  Gofpel  it  felf. 
with  all  Men  that  are  notorioudy  wicked,  of  what  Degr 
State,  or  in  what*  Point  of  Iniquity  foever,  much  afta 
rate  of  the  fVolf  in  this  Fidion.  Tyranny  marches  undc 
Mafk  of  Care,  Piety,  and  Proted^ion.  Injuftice  fets  iq 
rigorous  Letter  of  the  Law  to  weigh  againft  the  Improbc 
the  Witnefs :  The  Pawn-Broker  pretends  Charity,  and 
Oppreflbr  flays  the  Widow  and  the  Orphan :  And  at  thel 
time  preaches  Mercy  and  Compaifion,  with  the  vciy  i 
Breath.  Treachery  covers  it  felf  under  a  Cloak  of  Kid 
and  Friendlhip ;  and  nothing  more  frequent  than  ffVm 
Lamb-Sktns^  even  in  the  moft  folemn  Offices  of  Church 
State.  This  Fable  extends  to  all  the  lewd  PniAiocs  of  ij 
crites  and  Impoftors^  under  the  colour  of  Pious  and  Chr 
ble  Works  and  Duties.  Now  if  all  our  Mmtd  Wibn 
Sheeps  Cloathingy  were  but  fcrv'd  as  this  Hypocritical  IfV 
the  Finionj  and  Hung-up  indeed,  with  their  Crimes  in  0 
tal  Letters  on  their  Foreheads,  Common  Truth  and  Hooe 
among  Men  would  be  more  Sacred. 


F  A  B.  3  29.    An  Jncojrf 0fbie  dom 

IT  was  the  hard  Lot  of  a  very  good  Man  to 
a  Vicious  Young  Fellow  to  his  San ;  and  he 
what  he  could  to  reclaim  hirn :  But  Sir,  (lays  W 
Brevity's  lake,  *tis  only  (o  much  Time  and 
thrown  away:  For  all  the  Parfons  about  thcT 
have  been  baitmg  me  I  know  not  how  long  now* 
the  lame  Subjed,  and  I'm  not  one  Jot  the  better 
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The  MoR  AL. 

le  Men  live  as  if  they  had  made  a  Covenant  with  Hell ; 
Let  Divines^  Fathers^  Friends  fay  what  they  willy  they  flop 
'heir  Ears  againjl  them :  And  good  Counfel  is  wholly  cajl 
rway  upon  them. 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  Fable  would  go  a  great  way,  if  it  were  wrought  up 
the  height.  As  for  the  purpofe,  to  all  manner  of  gracelefs 
I  hopelefs  Cl.araders ;  fome  People  are  loft  for  want  of 
•d  Advice;  others,  for  want  of  giving  good  heed  to't;  and 
le  again,  take  up  Rcfolutions  before  hand  never  to  mend, 
yr,  there  arc  thofe  that  value  themfelvcs  upon  the  very  Con- 
ipt  of  all  that  is  Sacred  and  Honeft,  and  make  it  a  Point  of 
ivery  to  bid  defiance  to  the  Oracles  of  Divine  Revelation, 
Motions  of  reafonable  Nature,  and  the  Laws  of  Govcm- 
it.  This  Contradidtion  of  the  Duty  of  a  fober  Man  is  yet 
her  heightened,  by  the  Difobedience  of  a  Son  to  a  Parent : 
d  ferther  yet,  by  a  fpiteful  Oppofition  to  all  the  Precepts  of 
rality  and  Religion,  There's  fomcwhat  of  a  Droll- AUxture 
Jiis  Bantering  way  of  Liberty^  to  make  a  body  laugh  where 
(hould  cry :  But  'tis  paft  a  Sporting  Matter,  when  the  moft 
eflary  Duties  of  Chriftianity  come  to  be  the  Queftion, 
ere's  no  room  for  Trifling  in  thofe  Cafes. 


F  A  B.  3  3  o.    A  ®f)eep-'B(ter  Hang'd. 

.  Certain  Shepherd  had  One  Favourite  Dogj  that  he 
L  had  a  particular  Confidence  in  above  all  the 
:.  He  fed  him  with  his  own  Hand,  and  took  more 
•e  of  him,  in  fhort,  than  of  any  of  his  Fellows. 
is  Kindhejis  went  on  a  long  Time,  till  in  Con- 
Ion,  upon  the  mifling  of  fome  Sheep,  he  fancy'd 
i  Cur  to  be  Falie  to  him.  After  this  Jealoufy,  he 
)t  a  ftrift  Eye  upon  him,  and  in  fine,  found  it  out, 
t  this  Trufty  Servant  of  his  was  the  Felon.  Upon 
Difcovery,  he  had  him  prefently  taken  up,  bad 
1  prepare  for  Fjcecution.  Alas!  Matter,  (ays  the 
f,  Pm  one  of  your  Domefticks,  and  'twould  be  hard 
put  a  Domcftick  to  Extremities :  Turn  your  Dif- 
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pleafure  upon  the  fFohes  rather,  that  make  a  daily 
Praftice  on*t  to  woriy  your  Sheep.  No,  no,  lays  iht 
Shepherd,  Pd  fboner  fpare  Forty  TVbhes  thlt  make  it 
their  ProfefTion  to  kill  Sheep,  than  One  Sbeep-hiting  Cur 
that's  Trufted  with  the  Care  of  them.  There's  Ibmc- 
what  of  Franknefs  and  Generofity  in  the  One  -,  but  the 
Other  is  the  B.ifeft  of  Treacheries. 

The  Moral, 

No  Perfidy  like  Breech  of  Faith  and  Irvft^  under  the  Std  tf 
Friend/hip:  For  an  Adverjfary  uwier  the  Mafyue^  ismauhwm 
Unpardonable  than  a  hare-fac'd  Enemy, 

REFLECTION. 

T  H  E  R  E  are  Political  Sheep-biters  as  well  a*  Peejhrai:  A- 
trayeri  of  Puhlick  Trujis^  as  well  as  of  Private  ;    and  Uamm 
Curs  that  arc  as  tVolviJh  as  the  Other.     This  Maxim  howcvtr, 
holds  in  all  Cafes  ;  that  Breach  of  Faith  and  Truft,  is  the  mol 
odious,  inhofpitable,  and  inhuman,  of  Civil  as  wdU  as  of  Nb- 
ral  Offences.     A  fpccial  Confidence  in  one  more  dian  in  ano- 
ther, tho'  from  a  King  to  a  Subjeft,  or  from  a  Mailer  toi 
•Servant,  has  fomc  Analog}'  in't  of  Friendfliip,  but  the  Matter 
(hould  be  thoroughly  weijrh'd  and  examined,  before  we  put  it 
to  the  utnioft  Trial  and  'FciK     A  Man  may  be  too  hard  or 
too  eafy,  too  a/vcjiturous  or   too  wary,   in  pafHng  a  Judg- 
ment upon  the  Charaftcr  of  the  Perfon  :  But  above  all  Things, 
it  will  concern  us  pcrfeaiy  to  underftand  tlie   Honour,  the 
Practice,  and  the  Convcrfation  of  the  Man  we  propofe  for  a 
Friend,  before  we  lay  any  Strefs  upon  his  Faith  :    Not  but 
that  we  may  believe  well  of  a  Man,   and  yet  not  think  fe  to 
trult  him  :  So  that  a  Charity  on  the  ene  Hand  docs  not  autfxh 
xize  a  Confidence  on  the  Other ;  it  is  not  amiis,  liowevcr,  to 
lay  Baits  for  a  Man  in  fuch  a  Cafe,    and  to  try  him  on  d» 
Wind  Side.  As,  if  a  Man  be  covetous,  Profits  or  Bribes  may 
put  him  to  the  Tcft :  And  fo  anfwerably  in  other  Cafes.  Pow- 
erful Temptations  artificially  difposM,  arethelxil  Effiiy,  ^ 
Affurai^e  of  a  Man's  Faith  and  Honefty,  that  the  Matter  wil 
bear.  'Ais  Dog  here  would  perhaps  h7Lvcfi)ught  for  his  Mafla 
in  any  other  Cafe,  though  he  betrayed  him  in  this :  Btit  the  Low 
of  Mutton  viras  his  Weak-fidc  :  Which  in  fome  Sort  anfwti 
to  that  which  we  call  Pcccatum  in  Dcliciis  m  Mankind.  Thi 
Infirmity  however  did  not  excufe  the  Treachery  j    and  tl 
Kinder  the  Matter,  the  more  UnpardoiuWc  is  the  Tiaitor. 
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Fab.  331.     A  TI5lin  and  a  Eanu 

-  'TpHere  was  one  Mafier-Ram  that  beat  all  his  Fel- 
■  X  lows  out  of  the  Field,  and  was  fo  puffed  up  with 
the  Glory  of  his  Exploits,  that  nothing  would  fervc 
him  but  he  muft  challenge  a  Bull  to  the  Combat. 
They  met,  and  upon  the  Firft  Encounter,  there  lay 
the  Ram  for  Dead  \  but  coming  to  himfelf  again  ; 
Well  (lays  he)  This  is  the  Fruit  of  my  Infolcnce  and 
Folly,  in  provoking  an  Enemy,  that  Nature  has  made 
my  Superior. 

The  Moral. 

.  Where  People  will  be  Provoking  and  Challenging  their  Superior S9 
either  in  Strength^  or  Power  ^  'tis  mtfo  much  a  Bravery  of  Spirits 
as  a  Rude  and  Brutal  Rajhnefs  j  and  they  pay  dear  for*  t  at  lajt^ 

REFLECTION. 

*TIS  not  Courage,  but  Temerity,  for  Men  to  venture  their 
Lives,  Reputations,  and  Fortunes  upon  unequal  Encounters  ; 
unlefs  where  they  are  obltg'd  hy  an  over-ruling  Impulfe  of 
Honour,  Confcience,  and  Duty,  to  ftand  all  Hazards.  That 
which  the  World  accounts  Brave,  is  in  Truth,  no  better  than 
Brutal,  where  there  is  not  Reafon,  Juftice,  and  Prudence  to 
dirtft  and  govern  it.  'Tis  one  Thing  for  a  Man  to  be  firm, 
and  fearlefs,  againft  honeft  Dangers,  let  them  a[^)ear  never  fo 
terrible,  when  his  Honour  for  the  Purpofe,  his  Country,  or 
his  Confcience,  call  upon  him  to  encounter  them :  But  to  run 
his  Head  againft  Stone- Walls,  or  to  put  his  Shoulders  to  a 
Sear-Breach,  to  attempt  infuper^ble  Difficulties,  and  nced- 
leAy  to  provoke  invincible  Enemies,  purely  out  of  a  vain  Opi-. 
nion  of  his  own  Strength  :  This  would  be  juft  the  Moral  of 
t)ie  Ram  here  in  the  Fable« 


Fab.  33  2.    A  GMfJfllD  and  a  Grcc*  3fsf^ 

THcre  was  a  IVidow  that  had  a  Twittering  toward 
a  Second  Husband,    and  fhe  took  a  gofTiping 
Companion  of  hers  to  her  Afliftance,  how  to  manage 
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^he  Jobb.  The  Truth  of  it  is,  lays  fhe,  I  have  a  dear 
Mind  to  another  Bedfellow :  But  the  Devilifh  Peopk 
would  keep  fuch  a  Snearing,  and  Pointing  at  mc, 
they'd  make  me  e'en  weary  of  my  Life,  You  arc  i 
Fine  ff^tdow  /*  faitb^  (ays  T'other,  to  trouble  yoor 
Head  for  the  Talk  of  the  People,  Pray  will  ye  miod 
what  I  lay  to  ye  now.  You  have  an  Afs  here  in  your 
Grounds  -,  go  your  Ways  and  get  that  Afs  painted  Grea^ 
and  then  let  him  be  carry*d  up  and  down  the  Country 
for  a  Show.  Do  this,  I  fay,  without  any  more  Wordsj 
for  Talk  does  but  Burn  Day-Ligbt.  The  Thing  was 
done  accordingly  ;  and  for  the  Firft  Four  or  Five  Days, 
the  Green  Afs  had  the  whole  Country  at  his  Hcsi; 
Man,  Woman  and  Child,  flaring  and  hooting  afitr 
him.  In  Four  or  Five  Days  more,  the  Huinour  va$ 
quite  Ipent,  and  the  Afs  might  travel  from  Morning  m 
Night,  and  not  one  Creature  to  take  Notice  of  him. 
Now,  (fays  the  friendly  Advifer)  A  New-marrfd  Wi- 
dow  is  a  kind  of  a  Green  Afs  :  Every  Body's  Mouth  wB 
be  full  on'c  for  the  Firft  Four  or  Five  Days,  and  in  Four 
or  Five  more,  the  Story  will  e'en  talk  it  felf  afleep. 

The   Moral. 

Common  Fame  is  as  Falfe  and  Impudent  as  a  Common  Strvmfet, 
Let  every  Man  live  to  his  Confience^  and  never  trouble  Ut 
Head  with  the  Talk  of  the  People, 

REFLECTION. 

THERE  isnoMyftery  in  tellingus,  that  a/f7/i^inaybe 
prcvail'd  upon  to  think  of  a  Second  Husband ;  but  the  Wcig^ 
of  this  Emblem^lics  upon  thofe  Cafes,  where  there  occur  1 
Thoufand  Scruples  and  Difficulties,  tliat  may  ftartle  Peopkai 
firft,  and  yet  in  the  Conclufion,prove  but  a  Nine-Days-TVaider. 
The  Foolery  of  the  Widmv  and  the  Green  Afs^  (hews  pleafantif 
enough,  how  eafy  a  Matter  it  is  for  a  bold  Face,  a  good  Affii- 
rance,  and  a  rcafonable  Stock  of  Wit  and  Addrrf>,  to  put 
Comnaon  Fame  it  felf  out  of  Countenance ;  and  it  is  a  Part  of 
Prudence  bcfide,  not  to  fink  under  the  Impreffion  of  an  ill  Re- 
port :  Provided  there  be  Integrity  and  Innocence  to  fupport 
that  Firmnefs  of  Mind.    A  wife  Man  will  not  make  hi^  Hap- 
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ilnefs  precarious  :  He  looks  to  his  Confcience,  and  leaves  the 
A^orld  to  take  its  courfc.  'Tis  the  Novelty,  not  the  Quality 
>f  Things,  that  fets  People  a  gaping  and  a  gazing  at  them  :  But 
vhen  they  come  once  to  be  familiar,  t!^  e  Wonder  goes  ofF,  and 
Hen  return  to  their  Wits  again.  The  main  Confideration  is 
his,  whether  the  Matter  in  Queftion  be  good  or  evil,  honour- 
ible  or  diihonourable :  Not  according  to  a  vulgar  Eftimate,  but 
n  the  genuine  Truth,  and  Nature  of  it.  'Tis  foolifh  either  to 
ear,  or  to  mind  what  the  People  (ay  of  a  Man,  in  Calet 
wrbere  he  ftands  or  falls  to  his  own  G>nfcience. 


F  A  B.  3  3  3 .    An  Caffle  and  RabbCW* 

rHere  was  an  Eagle  that  drew  a  Neft  of  Rabbets j 
and  carry'd  them  away  to  her  Young.  The 
Bother-Coney  follow*d  her  with  Tears  in  her  Eycs» 
idjuring  her  in  the  Name,  of  all  thofe  Powers,  that 
ate  care  of  the  Innocent  and  Opprcfled,  to  have 
!x>mpaiIion  upon  her  miierahle  Children  :  But  fliCy 
n  an  Outrage  of  Pride  and  Indignation,  tears  them 
jrefendy  to  Pieces.  The  Coney ^  upon  this,  convenes 
L  whole  Warren  \  tells  her  Story,  and  adviies  upon  a 
Revenge  :  For  Divine  Juftice  (lays  Ihe)  will  never  fuf- 
^erfo  barbarcus  a  Cruelty  to  efcape  unpuniflfd^  They  dc- 
jated  the  Matter,  and  came  to  an  Unanimous  Refohe 
ipon  the  S^eftion^  that  there  was  no  Way  of  paying  the 
Ei^k  in  her  kind,  but  by  Undermming  the  Tree  where 
lie  Timbered.  So  they  all  fell  to  work  at  the  Roots 
)f  the  Tree,  and  left  it  fo  little  Foot4foldj  that  the  firft 
Blaft  of  Wind  laid  it  Flat  upoa  the  Ground,  Neftj  Ea- 
iks  and  all.  Some  of  *em  were  kill*d  by  the  Fall  ; 
Dthers  were  eaten  up  by  Birds  and  Beafts  of  Prey,  and 
jie  Coney  had  the  Conuort  at  loft,  of  deftroying  the 
Etf^Z^'s  Children  in  Revengp  for  her  Own. 

The  Moral. 

37;  highly  Impmdtnt^  even  in  the  Greateft  of  Men^  umucejfarily 
t9  provoke  the  Meanefty  when  the  Pride  of  Pharaoh  himfelf 
}oa$  brought  dawn  by  naferable  Frogs  and  Lice. 
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REFLECTION. 

THERE'S  nothing  fo  Little  as  to  be  wholly  defpis'd  :  For 
the  moft  Inconfiderable  of  Creatures  may  at  (bme  time  or 
other,  by  fomc  Means  or  other,  come  to  revenge  it  felf  upon 
the  Greateft ;  not  by  its  own  Force  fo  much,  as  by  the  Work" 
ing  of  Divine  JufHcc,  that  will  not  fiiSer  Oppreffion  to  pais 
Unpunifh'd.  In  Cafes  of  Powerful  InjuiHce,  the  Grcitsft 
are  not  to  prefume,  nor  the  Meaneft  to  defpair. 

We  are  to  diftinguifh  upon  this  Fable,  what  the  Eegle  H 
as  a  Tyrant^  and  what  (he  did  as  a  Bird  of  Prey,  And  likewifc 
betwixt  a  Paffion  which  is  purely  Vindicative,  and  thofe  Coun- 
fels  where  Divine  Juftice  interpofes  toward  the  Averigir^of 
the  Innocent.  Here  is  Power  Triumphing  over  Wcakn^; 
a  criminal  Cruelty  over  helplefs  Innocence,  and  that  Cruelty 
Inexorable  too,  and  deaf  to  the  Tears,  Supplications,  ind 
Importunities  of  a  tender  Mother,  on  the  Behalf  of  her  Chil- 
dren.  Now  for  the  humbling  of  this  unmerciful  Pride  in  tk 
Eagle^  Providence  has  found  out  a  Way^  even  by  the  moft  d^ 
ipicable  of  Means  and  Creatures,  to  the  Wreaking  of  a  K^ 
venge  ;  which  (hews  likewife  that  Heaven  takes  the  Caufeof 
the  Weak  and  the  Guiklefs  into  a  particular  Care. 

This  Counfel  of  the  Rabbets  has  fomewhat  in  it  of  the  D^ 
bate  of  Popular  Meetings,  where  the  Number  and  the  Agra* 
ment  fupply  the  Want  of  other  Means :  And  we  are  taugk 
from  hence  too,  that  States  arc  not  fo  much  in  Danger  i 
Open  Force,  as  of  Secret  Mines  :  For  when  the  FoundaMi 
is  once  loofen'd,  the  lead  Breath  of  a  Commotion  lajrs  ttt 
whole  Building  \n  Rubbi/h.  We  arc  taught  alfo,  that  the  onljff 
or  at  leaft  the  main  Support  of  Power  is  Juftice,  in  thedtf 
Diftribution  of  Reward  and  Punifhment.  Where  tbefeTtP^ 
Principles  are  perverted,  the  Government  is  off  the  Balbtt^ 
and  the  Worfe  Part  of  it  out-wcighs  the  Other.  Buttk 
Judgments  of  Heaven  fupply  the  Defefls  of  Common  Juliet^ 
and  avenge  the  Caufe  of  the  Poor  and  Innocent  upoo  ik 
Heads  of  the  Mighty.  Vengeance,  in  fine,  treads  upon  tk 
Heel  of  Oppreffion,  according  to  the  DocHxine  of  tlus  Filk 
of  the  Eagle  and  the  Rabbets  here. 


Fab.  334.     A  Pifee fets  up  for S)Oi)etCfffntP« 

THcre  was  a  Mafter-PikCy  that  for  his  Bulk, 
ty  and  Strength,   was  lookHi  upon  to  be 
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.^rince  of  the  River  ;  but  the  Sovereignty  of  the  Frefh 
Vater  would  not  content  him,  it  fecms,  unlels  he 
night  engrofe  to  himfelf  the  Empire  of  the  Sea  too. 
Jpon  this  Ambitious  Defign,  he  launched  out  into 
he  Ocean^  and  put  up  his  Qaim  to*t.  But  a  prodi- 
gious Dolphin  took  this  Encroachment  upon  his  Right 
n  fuch  dudgeon,  that  he  fet  upon  the  Pike^  gave  him 
Chace,  and  purfu'd  him  to  the  very  Borders  of  his 
3wn  Stream  ;  infomuch,  that  the  ftkt  had  enough  to 
fo  to  {avc  himfelf:  And  from  that  time  forward  he 
had  the  Wit  to  keep  within  the  Compafs  of  his  Own 
Dominions. 

The  Moral. 

I 

Ambition  has  no  other  Botmds  than  what  Providence  has  prefcriVd 
to  it  J  for  the  Good  of  Mankind.  Here  {hall  thy  proud  Ways 
ftay,     And  there  ntuft  he  no  faffing  thofe  Limits. 

REFLECTION. 

PROVIDENCE  has  afSgnM  every  Man  his  Poft  and  Sta- 
lion;  and  he  that  cither  relinquifhes  his  own  Natural  Right, 
or  invades  another's,  feldom  fails  of  a  Difappointment  in  the 
CoAcluTion.     Or  hoover,  in  cafe  of  the  moft  fuccefsful  Ih- 
juftice,  Oppreffion  and  Ufurpadon,  thene  follows  a  rcftlefs 
Anxiety  in  the  keeping  of  what  is  injurioufly  gotten;  an  infa- 
tiable  Thirft  after  more  and  more  ftill,  and  nothing  but  Shame 
and  Confufion  in  the  End,  when  it  comes  to  caft  up  Profit  and 
Ixrfs  at  the  Foot  of  the  Recjc'ning.     Thi?  ambitious  Pike  is 
but  the  Figure  of  fome  Pettv  Prince,  that  fcts  himfelf  up  to  be 
trottbtefome,  amd  to  give  Laws  to  a  more  powerful  Neigh- 
bour.    The  Dolphin  rcprefcnts  fuch  a  Power  that's  more  than's 
Match,  and  beats  him  Home  again.     The  Cafe  of  the  Fijhn  5n 
the  Fablc^  is  much  the  fame  with  that  of  Kings  and  States  in 
common  Practice.    And  to  carry  the  Allegory  yet  ferthtr ;  As  the 
Octan^  on  the  one  hand,  fo  the  whole  fPMd  on  the  other,  is 
made  the  Field  of  Battle.     Now  all  this  in  the  Moral,  fcrvcs 
only  to  bid  us  moderate  our  Defires,  keep  our  Affcd^ions 
within  Bounds,  and  live  contented  with  our  Lot. 


Fab. 
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F  A  B.  3  3  y .    A  g)f)f  f  p  picks  a  duattel  with  a 

A  Sheep  that  was  to  be  Ihorn,  took  it  very  ill  of 
the  Shepherd  that  he  (hould  not  latisfy  hiinlclf 
with  the  Milk  (he  gave  him,  without  dripping  her  of 
her  Wool  too.  The  Shepherd^  upon  this,  without  any 
more  Words,  took  one  of  her  Lambs  in  a  Rage,  and 
put  it  to  death.  Well,  fays  the  Sheep^  and  now  fvK 
done  your  Worft,  I  hope :  No,  fays  the  Shepherd^  when 
that's  done,  I  can  cut  your  Throat  too.  If  I  have  i 
mind  to*t,  and  throw  ye  to  the  Dogs^  or  to  the  fFoha 
at  pleafure.  The  Sheep  laid  not  one  WcMxl  more,  fcr 
fear  of  a  worfc  Milchicf  to  come.    , 

The  Moral. 

When  People  will  not  fubmit  to  Reafon  by  fair  A^ans^  they  waft 
be  brought  fU  by  foul, 

REFLECTION. 

H  E  that  is  not  Mafter  of  himfelf,  or  in  his  own  Power,  \m 
no  other  Game-to  play,  than  to  fubmit  himfclf  contentedly  to 
the  Will  of  another.  Struggling  is  fo  far  from  (etting  him  at 
Liberty,  that  it  only  ties  the  Knot  the  harder.  There  moft  be 
no  muttering  at  Heaven  for  the  Lofs  of  Fortune,  ChildreiiyOr 
•whatever  elfe  can  be  dear  to  us;  for  there  are  greater  Afflifii- 
ons  in  ftore  for  th6fe  that  ihall  dare  to  prefcribe  Rules  and  Bfe- 
fures  to  the  Divine  Providence.  Wherefore  we  fhouM  ailiec 
our  Hearts  at  reft,  upon  thcfe  two  Confiderations :  i^,  Tbt 
whatfoevcr  comes  from  above,  is  for  the  beft :  And  lAs 
That  there's  no  Contending  with  it.  The  Pot  muft  not  cfcip 
Logick,  and  expofl;ulate  with  the  Potter:  And  for  a  Sheef^ 
tell  the  Shepherd  when  he  has  kill'd  her  Lamb,  that  now  he  kf 
done  his  Worjl ;  'tis  fuch  another  kind  of  Defiance,  as  that  of 
y^^'s  Wife  was,  when  fhe  bid  her  Husband  Curfe  God  ad 
Die.  Wc  are  not  the  Carvers  of  our  own  Fortunes ;  od 
this  way  of  Proceeding  is  an  Affront  to  all  the  Di&tts, 
Lights,  and  Duties  of  Religion,  Nature,  and  Reafon. 


FAi* 
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Fab.  335.    A  CteijMnff  (HHSecL 

A  Waggoner  took  notice  upon  the  Creaking  of  a 
J\,  Wheel y  that  it  was  the  worft  Wheel  of  the  Four 
that  made  moft  Noife,  and  was  wondring  at  the  Rea- 
Ibn  of  it.  Oh,  lays  the  Waggon^  they  that  are  Sickly 
are  ever  the  moft  Piping  and  Troublefome. 

The  MoR  AL. 

• 

*Tts  with  CriMhng  Wheds  as  *tis  with  Caurtiersy  Pbyjicians^ 
Lawyers y  (and  with  whom  not?)  They  want  Gr taxing. 

REFLECTION. 

WHEN  People  arc  Crazy,  and  in  DiTorder,  'tis  but  Na- 
tural for  them  to  Groan,  and  to  Complain.  This  is  a  Far- 
fetched Allufion,  but  it  muft  fcrve  for  want  of  a  better.  The 
Uneafinefs  of  a  fickly  Habit  of  Body,  is  fome  fort  of  Excufe 
for  being  Troublefome  and  Importune. 

Fab.  337.    A^an  had  a  mind  to  try  his 

THcre  was  a  generous  Rich  Man,  that  kept  a  Splen- 
did and  an  Open  Table,  and  confequendy  ne- 
ver wanted  Guefts.  This  Perfon  found  all  People 
came  to  him  promifcuoufly,  and  a  Curiofity  took  him 
in  the  Head  to  try  which  of  them  were  Friends^  and 
which  only  Trencher-Flies  and  Spungers.  So  he  took 
an  occafion  one  Day,  at  a  Full  Table,  to  tell  them 
of  a  Quarrel  he  had,  and  that  he  was  juft  then  going 
to  demand  Satisfadion.  There  muft  be  io  many  to 
io  many,  and  he  made  no  doubt,  but  they'd  ftand  by 
him  with  their  Swords  in  their  Hands.  They  all  ex- 
cused themfelves  fave  only  Two  ;  which  Two  he 
reckoned  upon  as  his  Friends^  and  all  the  reft  no  better 
than  HangerS'^n. 


The 
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The  MoR  AJU. 

ffe  may  talk  of  many  Friends ;  but  mt  One  Alan  of  a  itbwfind 
willjland  the  Teji. 

REFLECTION. 

THERE'S  no  Trial  of  a  True  Fricndt  but  in  Oafa  of 
Difficulty ;  as  Lofs,  Trouble,  or  Danger :  for  chat's  the 
time  of  diflinguifhing  what  a  Man  does  for  my  lake,  and 
what  for  his  own. 

It  is  an  unhappy  Thing,  that  Princes  an^  Great  Men,  wi» 
fcem  to  have  the  leaft  need  of  Friends,  fiiould  indeed  ha:ve  the 
greateft,  and  yet  at  the  fame  time  thp  greateft  Difficulty  of 
knowing  them  too,  for  want  of  Occafions  to  put  them  to  the 
Trial.  There's  no  Proof  of  Frien^fhip  Uke  frequeAr  Experi- 
ment. Now  Princes  are  above  the  waiit  of  thofp  common 
Offices  that  p^ifs  for  Friendlhip  betwixt  Man  and  M^n,  as  in 
Matter  of  Money,  Liberty,  ProteAion  and  th^  like.  Pegpk 
do  not  flock  to  Courts  fo  much  for  their  Msrfter's  Service,  as 
for  tlie  making  of  their  own  Fortunes,  How  (hall  any  Man 
diftingiiifh  now  betwixt  a  Parafite,  and  a  Man  of  Honour; 
where  they  are  All  on  the  Rcoeiving  Hand,  and  where  Hypo- 
crify,  and  Intereft  look  fo  like  Duty  and  AflSrction  ?  He  that 
well  confidcrs  the  Pradlice  of  the  World,  will  find  the  Fiftion 
of  the  Rich  Man  in  this  Fable  to  be  in  fome  Proportion  the 
common  Cafe  of  Mankind.  An  undiftinguifhable  Facility  fliall 
never  fail  of  meeting  with  an  undiftinguifhable  Infidelity; 
which  is  no  other  than  a  juft  Judgment  upon  an  inconfide- 
late  Bounty.  *Tis  the  Benefodtor's  Fate,  in  fine,  to  be  either 
dcierted  or  bctray'd  by  thofe  that  he  has  fed,  and  with  JUamij 
to  be  worry'd  by  his  own  Curs,  He,  that  keeps  an  Open  Houii: 
for  all  Comers,  (hould  do  well  to  confider,  that  there  are  0* 
glio^s  of  Guefts^  as  well  as  of  Dijhes^  and  that  the  Liberty  of  a 
common  Table  is  as  good  as  a  tacit  Invitation  to  all  forts  of 
Intruders ;  as  Buffoons^  Spies,  Tale-bearers,  Flatterers^  Epicures^ 
Indigents,  &c.  Now  thefe  arc  all  but  fo  many  Flies  that 
come  and  go  with  the  Meat.  And  whereas  the  Mphdagifi 
lays  the  Strefs  upon  this  Point,  that  the  Mailer  of  the  Houfe 
could  find  but  T'wo  Friends  in  fuch  a  Crowd  of  People ;  'tis 
my  Admiration  on  the  other  hand  rather,  that  he  fhould  find 
fo  many  in  the  Licenfc  of  a  Converfation  that  was  made  fo 
Scandalous  by  the  Company. 

2  Fab. 
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F  A  B.  ?  3  8.    A  JTOJC  Praifmg  fj^nttfi  StlCff). 

AS  a  Dcg  was  prefling  hard  upon  the  very  Breech 
of  a  FoXy  up  ftarts  a  Hare.  Pray  hold  a  litde, 
fays  the  Foxj  and  take  that  Hare  there  while  (he  is  to 
be  had :  You  never  tafted  fuch  a  Morfel  fince  you  were 
bom :  But  I  am  all  over  tainted  and  rotten,  and  ^ 
Mouthful  of  my  Flelh  would  be  enough  to  poifon  ye. 
The  Dog  immediately  left  the  Fox^  and  took  a  G)urfe 
at  the  Hare  -,  but  fhe  was  too  nimble  for  him,  it  feems ; 
and  when  he  (aw  he  could  not  catch  her,  he  very  dif- 
creetly  let  her  go.  The  Hare  had  heard  what  pais'd, 
and  meeting  the  Fox  two  or  three  Days  after,  fhe  told 
him  how  bafely  he  had  ferv*d  her.  Nay,  lays  the  Fox^ 
if  you  take  it  lo  heavily  that  I  fpoke  well  of  you,  what 
would  you  have  done  if  I  had  fpc^en  ill  i 

The  Moral. 

A  Defigrtd  Back-Friend  is  the  Worji  of  Enemies, 

REFLECTION. 

THERE  arc  fomc  forts  of  Commendation;  and  fome 
Cafes  and  Seafons  of  applying  it,  that  are  more  malicious,  and 
mifchievous,  than  the  Worft  of  Calumnies.  Here's  a  Fox  at  a 
Pinch ;  and  what's  his  Bus'nefs  now,  but  to  flop  the  Dog^s 
Mouth  with  a  piece  of  Hare's  Flejhy  for  the  fiiving  of  his  own 
Skin  !  A  Pufsy  fays  he,  b  much  better  Meat  than  a  Fox^  and 
this  good  Office  over  the  left  Shoulder,  is  the  Ci\ility  that 
he  values  himfelf  upon.  He  gives  her  his  good  Word  (as  wc 
call  it)  to  the  very  End  that  (he  may  be  eaten.  How  many 
Thoufands  of  thcfe  Foxes  Complements  do  wc  meet  with  in 
our  daily  Pradice  and  Converfation  ?  But  a  Crafty  Knave  is 
never  without  fomewhat  or  other  to  fay  for  himfelf,  and  a 
bad  Excufe  is  better  than  none.  The  Fox^s  Civilitv,  in  fine, 
was  Roguery  all  over ;  and  his  praifmg  the  HareS  PJeJb  t9  the 
Dc^  was  effedtually  no  more  than  a  Letter  of  Recomynendation 
to  the  Common  Hangman. 


Fab. 
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Fab.  339.     A  Plain  Ij^Oitt  wins  the  ^li^t^ 

THsre  were  a  great  many  brave  Sightly  Horfis  with 
Ricli  Trappings  that  were  brought  out  one  Diy 
to  the  CcHirfe,  and  only  One  Plain  Nag  in  the  Com- 
pany that  made  fport  for  all  tl^  reft.  But  when  they 
came  at  laft  to  Trial,  JTns  was  the  Horfe  thit  ran  tbt 
whole  Field  out  of  Diftance,  and  Won  the  Race. 

The  Moral. 

Our  Senfes  ere  no  competent  Judges  tf  the  Excellencies  ef  At 
Mind. 

REFLECTION. 

HE  that  judges  by  the  Outfide,  and  pronounces  upofi  the 
bare  Appearance  of  Things,  runs  a  great  many  Miftakes  in 
One ;  for  tl  crc's  Temerity,  Folly,  Pride,  and  lU  Nature  in*t; 
cfpecially  where  the  Cenfure  is  accompany'd  with  MockeiT 
and  Scora.  Tis  inhumane,  at  the  bed,  to  make  fport  with 
one  another's  Infirmities,  which  in  Honour  and  ChriftianitT 
wc  are  bound  to  cover.  But  it  is  pleafant  enough  then,  if 
people  will  be  putting  themfelvcs  upon  a  Trial  of  Skill,  to 
fee  a  Bantering  Pretender  made  an  Afs  by  the  very  Man 
th«it  he  himfclf  has  mark'd  out  for  a  Coxcomb :  Which  is 
no  other,  in  plain  Englijby  than  a  fair  Appeal  to  the  Com- 
pany, which  is  the  arranter  Fool  of  the  Two.  In  one  Woid, 
there's  nothing  lays  a  Man  more  open,  than  Laughing,  out 
of  meafure,  and  out  of  feafon.  To  inftance  in  a  Cavalier  of 
my  Acquaintance  that  was  up  to  the  Ears  in  love  with  1 
very  fine  Lady,  that  wanted  neither  Air,  Shape,  Drcl% 
Quality,  nor  any  other  of  thofc  charming  Circumftanoes  to 
recommend  her  to  any  honeft  Man  to  play  the  fool  withaL 
He  had  his  Miftrefs  to  a  Comedy  once,  where  (he  was  won- 
derfully pleas'd,  but  had  the  Ul  hap  to  laugh  ftill  in  the 
wrong  Plijce.  T'he  Poor  Man  obfcrv'd  it,  and  his  Fancy  feD 
fo  fick  upon't,  that  the  Fit  went  off  immediately,  and  he 
was  his  own  Man  for  ever  after.  This  comes  of  Judging  by 
the  Eye,  without  confulting  the  Reafon  of  the  letter ;  and 
of  fctting  our  Hearts  upon  the  Shape,  Colour  and  External 
Beauty  of  Things,  without  any  Regard  to  the  Internal  Ex- 
cellence and  Virtue  of  them.  The  Plain  Nag  here  was  life 
2  to 
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>  have  been  kugh'd  out  of  the  Field,  as  well  as  out  of 
lountenance^  till  he  came  upon  the  Trial  to  prove  thofe  to 
*  jaiei  tbcmfihHS  that  made  Sptrt  with  him. 


Fa  b.  340.    A  CounttP'tnan  and  a  ftfH^ 

A  Country-man  that  was  hampered  in  a  Law  Suit^ 
r\.  had  a  near  Friend  and  Kinfinan,  it  leems,  that 
ras  a  Lawyer y  and  to  him  he  went  again  and  again^ 
)f  Advice  upon  the  Point ;  but  he  was  ftill  fo  bufy, 
nd  bufy,  that  he  mull  come  another  time.  The 
oor  Fdlow  took  a  delicate  Fat  Kid  with  him  next 
kHit ;  and  the  Lawyer's  Qerk,  upon  hearing  the 
^oice  of  it  at  Door,  let  die  Man  in,  and  carry*d  hhn 
>  his  Mailer,  where  he  laid  open  his  Cafe,  took  his 
)pinion,  made  two  Legs,  one  to  die  Caunfel  for  Re- 
^ing  of  him,  t'other  to  the  Kid  for  Introducing  him, 

nd  fo  went  his  Way. 

•  '• 

The  Moral. 
Momj  ii  a  PdlIe-|)ar-Tout« 

REFLECTION. 

'TIS  with  Money  as  ^tis  with  Maje/ly ;  all  other  Powers 
nd  Authorities  ceaie  while  that's  in  place.  '7?x  That  which 
uiies  the  Pot  boil  (as  the  Proverb  lays)  th^gh  the  Devil' pi fs 
w  the  Fire.  Fathers,  Mothers,  Brothers,  Sifters,  ReIations^ 
*riendfliip6^  are  but  empty  Names  of  Things,  and  Tf^inrds 
tmiter  no  Par/nips.  HTb  Intereft  that  governs  the  Worlds 
tid  the  Rulers  of  it,  Ecdefiaftical  as  well  as  Civil ;  for  it 
Porks  in  all  Degrees  and  Qualities  of  Men ;  and  we  have 
aunt  by  Experience,  that  the  Pulpit  may  be  made  to  have 
Feeling  in  the  Cafe  as  well  as  the  Bar,  Moncy^  in  fine, 
an  univerfal  Pafport^  and  all  Doors  fly  open  to't.  It  an* 
all  Obje£Hons,  refolves  all  Scruples,  and  turns  up  what 
Trumps  It  pleafes.  In  one  Word,  ^id  Dalitis  ^ 
9^adam?  may  be  the  Motto  of  Corrupt  Nature.  This 
^le  was  excellently  well  Moralized  by  a  Famous  Counfel 
r  our  Times.  One  gave  him  a  Fee  of  Forty  Broaxl  f  ieces : 
1^  took  'em,  and  counted  'em  (as  a  Man  may  count  Money 
bis  Father y  th^  fay.)    Well,  fays  he.  Here  are  Fortj 

A  a  Pieces^ 
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PiiCiSy  Ptignah  FORTITER.  Make  them  Tm  mtre^  a 
Pvpmho  FIFTFTER.  In  F§mm  Pmuperis  is  no  good  La 
vers  Latin.  Kindred  arc  no  wdoome  Clients,  where 
Neamefi  of  Relation  gives  them  a  kind  of  Title  to  b 
Advice  Gratis  i  but  where  the  Cmijm  cannot  prevail,  i 
Kid  muft 


Fa«.34i«  a  SSIeaii  l^oung  ^an  and  a  (SDai 

ACre^ng  Touug  Fellow  that  had  cdmmictcd  M 
trimony  with  a  brisk  Gamefome  La^  was 
alter'd  iqpon'c  in  a  few  Days,  that  he  "wa^  likier  a  Sa 
ton  than  a  Living  Man.  He  was  Balking  kimldf  a 
time  in  the  Gleam  of  the  Sun,  and  feme  Huodbi 
pais*d  by  him  upon  the  Chafe  of  a  H^alf  that  kd  % 
that  Way.  ^^7^  ^^  comes  it  (lays  he)  that  ft 
don't  catch  xiatH^idff  They . told  him,  thathev 
too  nimble  for  'em.  Well  (fays  he)  If  my  YTA  bi 
the  Ordering  of  him,  (he'd  fpoU  his  Footmanflupi 

The  Moral.  • 

Marriagiy  they  fayy  breeds  Cares  and  CtuhUs. 

REFLECTION. 

FLESH  and  Blood  is  but  FleOi  and  Bkxxl ;  andtheli 
duiging  of  inordinate  Appetites  is  the  Ruin  of  Body,  SouI»ai 
Eftate.  This  Fellow  fliould  have  confulted  the  Circumflano 
of  his  Conftitution,  before  he  made  That  defperate  Leqi;  i^ 
when  a^an  is  plung'd  into  that  irrevocable  State  of  Mtt9 
he  has  but  a  cold  Bus'neis  on't  to  comfort  himjelf  wttha  J« 
And  'twas  but  a  meafuring  Call  at  laft  neither,  whether^ 
meant  his  Wifelhould  have  to  do  with  the /i^^^ia  OmtSbA 
or  the  tFolfviiiYi  his  IFife  in  Another. 

*-  - 

F  A  B.  342.    A  jLaH  Eobbin0  an  £);c(at9» 

AN  Old  Fellow  took  a  Bo^  Kobbmg  his  OrAai 
Sirrah  (fays  he)  come  down  the  Tree,  and  daft 
Heal  liiy  Apples.  The  La/  never  minded  him,  b* 
went  on  with  his  Work.   Well  ((ays  the  Mailer  of  d* 

GrouoA 
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Ground)  they  lav  there  are  Channs  in  Herbs  as  well  as 
in  Words,  and  to  he  threw' a  Handful  of  Grafs  at  him ; 
which  was  lb  ridiculous,  that  the  Young  Thief  took 
the  Old  Man  to  be  Mop^d  But  in  Cbnchifion,  if 
neither  Words,  nor  l^Ietbs  wiJl  do,  favs  he,  Ml  try 
y^hat  nuy  be  done  widi  Stdnes;  for  mey  fay  therefs 
Yertue  in  Them  too ;  and  that  Way  he  did  his  Work. 

The  Moral.     *        # 

Tbt/e  tUt  wilt  mt  be  nckmtCd  hy  biftru^m^  fS^  be  brought 
U  a  Semfe  tf  thnr  Duty  bf  Fe*i 


REFLECTION. 

A  Wife  Man  in  all  Controreriies^  will  try  what  may'bt 
done  by  Fair  Means,  before  be  domes  to  Poul :  And  where, 
the  One  fails,  the  Other  will  certainly  do  the  Work.  The 
Fear  of  Hell  does  a  great  deal  towann  tbc  keeping  of  us  in 
tmr  Way  to  Heavea ;  and  if  it  Were  not  for  the  Penalty,  tbc 
Laws  neither  of  God,  Aor  of  Man,  would  be  obey'd  ^  there 
would  have  been  a  Charm  in  Wood  as  well  as  in  Stones,  if 
4k  litde  Thief  had  but  been  foundly  drubbed  with  a  good 
teneft  Cudgel :  For  where  Confcience  and  Argument  will 
do  no  good,  t^mifhment  muft:  But  as  it  is  the  Sureft,  (^ 
the  Good  Man  here  made  it  the  Lafl  Remedy. 


Fab.  343.   A  jQfg^tfngale  and  a  ^m^^ 

As  a  Nigbiingale  was  Sinfi^iig  in  a  Bafh,  down 
conKs  a  Ridcally  Kiu  of  a  Sfarraw-Hawky  and 
.  trfaint  her  off  die  Bou^:  The  Poor  Wretch  pleaded 
Sat  net  fdf,  that  alas !  &  Litde  Carcafi  was  not  worth 
the  while,  and  that  there  were  bigger  Birds  enough  to 
tie  found.  Well,  fays  the  Hawkj  but  am  I  fo  mad, 
^fye  think,  as  to  part  with  a  Little  Bird  that  I  have, 
ftr  a  Great  One  that  I  have  not  ?  Why  then,  lays  fhe, 
2*11  give  you  a  delicate  Song  for  my  Life :  No,  no,  fays 
Hawky '  I  want  for  my  Belly,  not  for  my  Ears. 

The  Moral. 

jI  Bird  in  tbe  Hand  is  worth  Two  in  the  Bujh, 

At  a  ^^- 
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REFLECTION. 

THIS  Fable  carries  Three  Morals,  ijf^  That  we  are  not 
to  part  with  a  Certainty  for  an  Uncertainty.  Tjfy^  That  Men 
of  Appetite  arc  not  mov'd  by  any  Confideradon  of  Virtue. 
^Jfyy  That  Things  of  Ufe  arid  Neceffity,  are  to  be  preferred 
before  Matters  meerly  oJF  Delight  and  Reafure. 

The  Nightingale  in  the  Foot  of  the  Haii/ij  is  the  Cafe  rf 
many  an  innocent  Creature  in  the  Hands  of  Juftice,  when  the 
very  Equity  of  the  Law  bends  under  the  Weight  of  an  over- 
ruling Rigour.  The  Belly  has  no  Ears,  slnd  fcf  there's  noi 
charming  of  it.  Arguments  againft  Power,  ard  but  Wind, 
when  Reafon  draws  one  Way,  and  Appetite  another.  There's 
jio  moving  of  any  Creature  contrary  to  the  Nature  of  it. 
Hang  ^em  all  upy  (iays  a  pleafant  Droll,  upon  Venner'%  Rifing) 
they  are  not  worth  the  Begging,  'Tis  a  Piece  of  State-Paiiqr 
fometimes,  to  let  the  Poor  and  the  Friendlefs  go  to  Pot ;  tatf^ 
and  to  reckon  the  Execution  of  'cm  among  the  Triunqriu  of 
JuftiQe  too.  There  is  This  fartlier  in't  befidcs )  that  the 
uttermoft  Severity  upon  Thofe  that  have  not  wherewithal  to 
bid  for  their  Lives,  raifes  the  Price  of  the  Market  upon  thoA 
that  have ;  and  enhances  the  Value  of  the  Deliverance,  or^ 
in  plain  EngUJh^  of  the  Pardon.  The  poor  Nightingale  had 
nothing  to  give,  that  the  Hawk  car'd  for,  and  fo  ihe  dy'd, 
in  truth,  becaufe  Jbe  was  not  worth  the  Begging. 


F  A  B.  344.    A  L(Ott  and  a  Jl)Off^ 

A  Lion  that  found  it  extreme  irklbme  to  live  Akxic, 
gave  the  Beafts  of  the  Foneft  to  underiland,  that 
he  was  rcfolv'd  to  make  choice  of  fome  or  other  of  his 
Subjefts  for  a  Friend  and  Companion.  There  was  a 
mighty  Biiftle,  who  (hould  be  the  Favourite,  and  the 
Wonder  of  all  the  reft  :  The  Lion  pitched  upon  a  Hug- 
For,  lays  the  Lion^  he  is  Tnie  and  Faithfiil  to  his 
Friend,  and  will  ftand  by  him  in  all  Times  and  Ha- 
zards. 

The  MoR  AL. 

A  True  Friend  can  n^er  fail  of  being  a  Loyal  Suhje^:  Ad 
Thai's  the  Man  that  a  Brove  Prince  will  make  choice  of  fr 
a  Particular  Favourite. 

RE- 
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REFLECTION. 

SOLITUDE  is  againft  Nature  j  but  111  Company  is  worfe 
than  None.  So  that  Life  is  not  Life  without  the  Bieili^ 
of  a  friendly  and  an  edifying  Converiation.  The  Difficulty 
only  refts  in  Choice ;  wherein  the  Lion  here  has  taken  his 
right  Mcafures :  That  is  t5  fay,  he  has  made  a  True  Judgr 
ment  of  the  Matter :  For  he  only  deferves  the  Charadei^  of 
a  FrienJj  that's  Proof  againft  all  Trials  ^d  Tenfptationsy 
either  of  Profit  or  Lofs. 


Fa  b.  345.    A  Cnat  and  a  %tu 

A  Gnat  that  was  half  Starv'd  with  Cold  and  Hun- 
ger, went  out  one  Frofly  Morning  to  a  Bee-Hive^ 
to  beg  a  Charity ;  and  offered  to  Teach  Mufick  in 
die  Befs  Famifyy  for  her  Diet  and  Lodging.  The 
Bee  very  civilly  defir*d  to  be  excus'd  :  For,  lays  flie,  I 
bring  up  all  my  Children  to  my  own  Trade,  that 
they  may  be  able  to  get  their  Living  another  Day  by 
their  Jnduftry. 

The  MoR  AL. 

Laxy  Beggars  that  can  work  and  will  noty  bavi  fcara  a  Right 
to  Common  Charity  :  And  this  Mi/cry  befalls  thm  for  want 
rf  an  Induftrious  Education. 

REFLECTION. 

'TIS  a  neceflary  Piece  of  Providence,  in  the  Inftitution  of 
oar  Children,  to  Train  them  up  to  fomewhat  in  their  Youth, 
that  may  honeftly  entertain  them  in  their  Age.  If  the  Bee 
had  taken  the  Neccfiities  of  the  Gnat  into  her  Confideration,as 
fbe  did  the  ProfeiEon,  ihe  would  have  thought  her  felf  bound 
in  Tendemeis  and  good  Nature,  according  to  the  Moral  of 
the  Fable,  to  have  contributed  to  her  Relidf :  But  the  Strefs 
is  rather  to  be  laid  upon  a  Preference  of  an  Educatibn  of  In- 
duftry,  to  That  of  Pleafure ;  and  to  (hew,  that  we  are  in 
the  hrft  Place  to  confult  the  Neceffities  of  Life,  rather  than 
JMiatters  of  Ornament  and  Delight. 

A  a  3  "?  ^'^^i 
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F  A  B.  345.    A  ILion)  ^189  ^^  lt>i>ce. 

UPon  the  breaking  out  of  a  War  betwxt 
Birds  and  the  ^eafts,  the  Lion  fununoa'd  sJl 
Sutgcds  fix>m  Sixteen  to  Sixty,  to  aj^xar  in  Arms,  at 
fuch  a  certain  Time  and  Hacfe,  uport  Pain  of  his  h^ 
Difplcafure  •,  and  thcxie  were  a  VorW  of  4ffes  and 
Hares  at  the  Rendezvouz  among  the  Reft.  Sevend  of 
the  Commanders  were  for  turning  'cm  off,  and  ^ 
charging  *em,  as  Creatures  utterly  unfit  for  Service. 
Do  not  miftake  your  felf  (lays  the  li^)  thc-^KT^^ 
do  very  well  for  5>w»p^/«^j,  andthe//iir«  will  make 
Kxrellrnt  Lctter-Carri^s. 

The  Moral. 

•  1 

Godand  Nature  madt  mihitig m  vain.  There  is  m  Aitmkr  d 
a  Political  B$^  fi  Mean  and  hctnfiderabk^  itU  it  maj  k 
ufefid  to  the  PuUick  injonu  Station  or  ether. 

REFLECTION. 

THERE'S  nothing  fo  great  as  not  to  ftand  in  need  of  na- 
my  Things,  in  commofi  Appear;Mice  the  moft  Contempdhk : 
And  there  is  nothing  ag-ain,  fo  defpicable,  but  that  at  toot 
Time,  or  in  feme  Cafe  or  other,  it  may  be  of  Ufeaiiid  Service 
to  us.  Tis  true,  that  one  Thing  is  preferable  to  another^  in 
fomeSort,  or  in  fome  Rcfpe£l ;  but  'tis  true  withal,  thatevciy 
diftin^l  Being  has  (omewbat  peculiar  to  it  felf,  to  make  good 
in  one  Circumftance  what  it  wants  in  another.  It  is  the  ipey 
ranee  of  the  Nature  of  Thii^  that  makes  us  defpife,  evcntk 
Meaneft  of  Creatures.  All  Things  are  created  Good  in  thor 
feveral  Kinds,  as  all  Thii^  fevexoUv  are  fubiervient  in  btm 
Degree  or  other,  to  the  Beauty,  the  Order,  and  the  Wdl-bdif 
ef  the  Wbole.  That  which  wefind  in  the  Courle of  Nttioe^ 
holds  likewife  in  Governments,  where  the  Lowcft  has  its  M 
allotted  as  well  as  the  Highdft.  All  Created  Beings  in  finci 
are  the  Works  of  Providende  and  Nature,  that  never  did  utf 
Thing  in  Tain.  And  the  Moral  of  this  Parable  of  the  ZtfMydii 
Jfsy  andthe/£ir/,  runs  through  the  Univerle ;  for  there  aic 
Maresy  Lions  and  Ajfes  in  Kingdoois  and  Common-wciUi^ 
as  well  as  in  Fields  and  in  Forefts :  And  the  Drift  of  dH» 
f*igure  holds  gpodVa  ^  t^?tt\:^^l  ^Q>imiom 


^  ■ 
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Fab.  347.    ]p>igeonjS  Reconcile  the lg)atD]&0^ 

THere  happened  a  Bloody  Qvil  War  once  among 
dx^  Hawks  'y  and  what  did  die  poor  peaceable, 
innocent  Pigeons^  but  in  pure  Pity,  ana  »iod  Nature, 
fend  their  Deputies  and  Mediators  to  ^  me  beft  thc^ 
could  to  make  ^cm  Friends  again :  So  lo^g  as  itM 
Feud  lafted,  they  were  fb  mtent  upon  kitwig  me 
another,  that  they  minded  notfainqg  eUe ;  but  no  fobn* 
er  was  the  Quarrel  taken  up  among  tKemfBvcs,  tliait  , 
tkey  fell  to  their  old  Sport  again  of  Deftro^ing  the 
Pigeons.  This  brought  them  to  a  Sight  of  their  Error, 
and  to  underftand  the  Dang^  of  uniting  a  Coitinioii 
Enemy  to  their  own  Ruin* 

The  Molt  A  L. 

Good  Men  ore  never  fafe  kit  when  flicked  Men  are  at  Odds.  So 
that  the  Dhiftons  of  the  Onty  are  tbg  Security  of  the  Other. 

REFLECTION. 

'TIS  a  hard  Matter  in  this  Cafe  to  reconcik  Poltey  and 
good  Nature ;  or  to  bring  a  plain-dealing  Innocence  into  a 
Confiftency  with  neceflary  Prudence  :  For  Singlenels  of  Mind 
pafles  in  the  World  for  want  of  Brains ;  and  where  Knavery 
»  in  Credit,  Honefty  is  fure  to  be  a  Drug ;  but  C7ktv  Man 
muft  fland  or  bl\  to  his  own  Confcience,  and  fo  divide  the 
Bdatter,  as  neither  to  offend  Chriftian  Charity^  nor  Civil 
Difcretion.  The  BlefSng  that  is  pronounc'd  upon  t6e  Peaee^ 
Maieriy  does  not  extend  to  thofe  Cafes,  where  the  Efic£t  of 
die  Peace  (hall  be  the  Ruin  of  the  Reconcilers.  nTisdangjcrous 
bartin^  a  Fnty,  whether  it  be  Jeft  or  Earneft ;  for  there  arv  m 
Shmi-QuarreisaswellasBloodyOnes:  In  theOneaManruni^ 
Cte  Rifqtiie  of  his  Hat  or  his  Cbak ;  in  theOther,  of  his  Lifik 
We  have  liv'd  to  fee  this  Fabk  remarkably  Moraliz'd  among 
oar  (elves  upon  the  like  Occafion ;  for  ftill  as  the  Common 
Enemy  were  at  Variance,  we  had  a  Sort  of  Peace^making  Pi* 
fomu  that  would  needs  be  reconcilii^  them,  though  the  only 
Sfcurity  they  had  under  the  Sui^  was  their  Divifions. 


Aa4  ?K^, 
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Fab.  348.    A  (DSIoman  that  brought  a  £fct  in- 
to the  ^OVSt^ 

T^HE  Queftion  was  put  to  an  honeft  Man  neir- 
.  ly  many*d.  What  mi^t  be  the  Meaning  of  hb 
New  Bride's  bringing  a  Torch  out  of  her  Faiber^slixk 
into  her  HusbamPs}  Why  this,  lays  he  ;  I  ha:ye casM 
my  Father-in-law  of  a  Firerb):and,  to  fet  my  ow 
Houfe  in  a  Fkme. 

The  Moral. 
A  Contentious  Ifoman  futs  all  into  a  Blarney  whtrevir  fie  ama, 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  Torch  mav  be  an  Allufion  either  to  Strife^  and  Cm- 
ientionj  or  to  the  Profujion  and  Confumption  of  the  HnsUaii 
Eftate.  'Tis  to  be  bop'd,  that  there  ate  Shrews,  and  wafc^ 
ful  Women  enow  in  the  World,  to  anfwer  this  MonJ  boch 
Ways. 


■^■^r 


Fa  B.  349.    A  Corrupt  Officer* 

A  Certain  Govemour  of  a  Province  that  had  a  Vs% 
Time  Pill'd,  and  OpprefsM  the  People  under  hi 
Charge,  was  call*d  to  Account  in  the  Condufion  fcr 
Receiving  of  Bribes ;  and  fentenc*d  to  Refund  viut 
he  had  wrongfully  Taken.  He  came  as  un¥nlling^ 
to  the  Point,  as  a  Bear  to  the  Stake,  which  gave  Oc- 
cafion  to  fome  Body's  faying,  that  it  was  widi  ths 
Man  and  his  Money,  as  it  is  with  Women  and 
their  Children  ;  He  was  well  enough  pleafed  in  tk 
Getting  of  it  -,  but  it  went  to  the  very  Heart  of  hio 
when  he  Parted  with  it. 

The  Moral. 

Great  Officers  are  but  like  Sponges ;  they  fuck  ^till  they  an  fA 
and  when  they  come  once  to  hefjueez^d^  the  very  Htarfsitfi 
#f  thvn  cmc  owoj  v)itb  tbtir  JVf<m«j« 

RE- 
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REFLECTION. 

I F  Men  could  but  fq>ajrate  the  Profit,  an4  the  PIcafiirq  of 
their  Sins  from  the  Sin  it  felf,  and  keep  the  Former,  when  they 
renounce  the  Other,  what  a  Number  of  Penitents  fliould  we 
have  in  this  Wicked  World !  But  the  Do<Srine  of  Satlsfaftion 
and  Reftitution  lies  fo  curfediv  hard  upon  the  Gizzards  of  our 
Publicans,  that  the  Blood  in  their  Veins  is  not  half  fo  dear  to 
'em  as  the  Treafure  they  have  in  their  Coffers.  The  Man  and 
the  Money  are  in  this  Cafe  as  good  as  incorporated,  and  Fining 
is  little  left  than  Flayhig  him  :  Bi^t  Jufticc  however  finds  him 
out ;  and  this,  in  few  Words,  is  the  Sum  of  the  Moral.  A- 
varice  is  as  hard  to  part  with  any  Thing,  as  it  is  eager  to  get  it. 
When  a  Man  is  once  in  Pofleffion  of  an  ill-gotten  Eftate  dt 
Falfo^  he  never  troubles  his  Head  with  the  de  Jure  of  the  Que- 
ftion  ;  but  looks  upon  the  Propriety  of  what  he  has  gotten  by 
Rapine,  to  be  transferred  to  him  by  Providence :  The  Money 
in  (hort,  had  chang'd  the  Mafter,  and  he'd  rather  part  with  an 
Eye  out  of  his  Head,  than  with  a  Peny  out  of  his  Coffers. 


^  AB.  350.    An  flDlB  ^an  that  was  willing  to 

put  off  Deat&^ 

THere  goes  a  Story  that  Death  called  upon  an  Old 
Marty  and  bad  him  come  along  with  him.  The 
Mai>  qccps^d  bimfelf,  that  T'other  World  was  a  great 
Journey  to  take  upon  fo  ihort  a  Warning,  and  b^g*d 
a  little  Time  only  to  make  his  Will  before  he  dy*d. 
Why  (^ys  Death)  you  have  had  Warning  enough^ 
one  would  think,  to  have  made  ready  before  this. 
In  truth,  fays  the  Old  Man^  this  is  the  firfl:  Time  that 
ever  I  law  ye  in  my  whole  Life.  That's  flilfe,  fays 
Death  ;  for  you  have  had  d^ily  Examples  of  Morta- 
lity before  your  Eyes,  in  all  People  of  all  Scwts,  Ages, 
and  Degrees  ;  and  is  not  the  frequent  Speftacle  of  other 
Peoples  Deaths,  a  Memento  uifficient  to  make  you- 
think  of  your  Own  ?  Your  Dim  and  Hollow  Eyes, 
methinks,  the  Lois  of  your  Hearing,  and  the  Falter- 
ing of  the  Reft  of  your  Senfes,  Ihould  mind  ye,  with- 
out more  ado,  tteit  Death  has  laid  hold  of  ^^  ^^^^^  \ 


Fab.  351.    A  ^(ftc  and  his  TBaffC* 

A  Covetous  Rich  Churl  finding  himfclf  at  the  Point 
of  Death>  caus'd  his  Coffirrs  to  be  brou^t  up, 
and  his  Bags  lajd  before  him.  You  and  I,  lays  he, 
muft  part,  and  I  woidd  willingly  bequeath  ye  to 
Thofe  that  will  take  moft  Delight  in  ye.  Why  then, 
lay  the  Asrf  j,  you  muft  devide  us  betwixt  your  Heirs, 
and  the  Devils.  Your  Hein  t«Il  have  Drink  and 
Wh(ves  for  your  Money,  and  the  Dsvils  will  be  as 

well 
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And  is  this  a  Time  of  Day,  d'ye  tfaink,  to  fhsl 
ihuffling  it  off  fiall  ?  Your  Pcrempcory  Hour,  I  id 
ye,  isnowcome,  amithere'snoTlioi^htof  aRepiieve 
in  the  Cafe  of  Fate. 

The  Moral.  \' 

Want  of  Waming  is  m  Exatft  in  the  Cafe  of  Death  :  Fa  nrv) 
Mnrnnt  of  our  Livts^  either  Isy  orOt^ht  tote  a  Time  tfPn- 
faratienfor't. 

REFLECTION. 

'TIS  the  mat  Bus*neis  of  life  to  fit  our  fdvt^  fcrov 
End  i  and  no  Man  can  live  wdl,  that  ins  not  Dcadi  m  Is 
Eye 

nris  a  ftnuige  Mixture  of  MKineCi  and  FoUy  in  oae  Sak- 
cifm,    for  Pecnle  to  fay  or  imagine  that  ever  any  ACui 

taken  out  of  mis  World  without  Time  to  prepare  In 

ibr  Death  :  But  the  Dday  of  Fitting  our  felvcs  is  our  otm 
Fault,  and  we  turn  the  very  Sin  into  an  Excufe :  Evaj 
Breath  we  draw  is  jnot  only  a  Step  towards  Death,  but  t 
Part  of  it.  It  was  i)om  with  us,  it  goes  along  wiA  us : 
It  is  the  Only  conftant  Companion  that  we  have  in  tfaii 
World,  and  yet  we  ncycx  tfiitik  of  it  any  more  than  iF 
we  knew  nothing  on*t.  The  Text  is  true  to  the  venr  Letter, 
that  we  Die  Daifyy  and  yet  we  feel  it  not.  Every  Thing  un- 
der the  Sun  reads  a  Le^re  of  Mort^ty  to  us.  Our  Neigh- 
bours, our  Friends,  our  Relations,  thai  fidl  every  where 
round  about  us,  admonifli  us  of  our  Lift  Hour ;  and  vet 
kere*s  an  Old  Man,  on  the  wreng  Side  of  Fourfcore  per- 
haps, complaining  that  he's  fuipriz'd. 
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^  plea^d  on  the  other  hand,  that  they  zrt  to  have 
HJir  Soul  fort. 

The  Moral. 

%e  Mmtf  9fa  Mtfer  is  the  Uft  Rriead  be  taiis  his  Leave  rf 
in  this  fyirld. 

REFLECTION. 

TIS  a  great  deal  of  Pains  that  feme  People  take  to  give 
thers  Sadsfaiftion,  and  to  torment  themfelves.  But  this  ve- 
£e9  the  Old  Pfoverby  H^^  »  the  Sen  whefr  Father  gees  to 
ie  Devil:  For  ill-gotten'  Goods  and  Eftates  are  commonly 
piahdePd  away  with  as  little  Confifience  as  they  were  rak*d 
3gether.  There  goes  a  Canker  along  with  them»  when  over 
nd  above  the  Iniquity  of  the  Extortion  and  Qppreffion,  the 
Dood  of  io  many  Widows  and  Oiphans  qies  to  Heaven  for 
Vengeance.  Now  a  le&  genenxu  Chuff  dian  this  in  the 
iabk,  would  have  hugged  his  Bag»  to  the  laft,  and  have  en- 
y'd  that  Satisfii£tion  to  his  Hdn,  which  he  himfelf  could 
njoy  no  longer.  But  it  was  his  Oire  to  tranfinit  to  hb  Po^ 
faerity  a  Curfe  with  his  Money,  and  to  bequeath  them  the 
;iii  in  the  inordinate  Love  of  Riches^  together  widi  bit 
rieafiue. 
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F  A  B.  3  5  2.    3!n5Uff rp  and  ^lotg^ 

ONE  was  asking  a  Lazy  Young  Fdlow,  uka 
made  him  lie  in  Bed  fo  long?  Why  (iayshc 
I  am  hcafing  of  Caufes  every  Mornii^;  dd 
is  to  fay,  I  have  two  X^es  at  my  Bed-fide,  jb  fiw 
as  ever  I  wake.  Their  Names  are  Induftry  and  SM 
One  bids  me  get  up  -,  the  other  bids  me  lie  ftill 
and  fo  they  give  me  Twenty  Reafons  why  I  fhwl 
Rife,  and  why  I  fliould  not.  'Tis  the  part  in  the  mca 
time  of  a  Juft  Judgp  to  hear  what  can  be  laid  on  hot 
Sides  -,  and  before  the  Caufe  is  over,  'tis  time  to  go  i 
Dinner. 

The  MoR  AL. 

We  fpeniour  Days  in  Deliberating  what  to  do^  and  we  end  the 
ivithout  coming  to  any  Re/olution. 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  Fable  does  naturally  enough  fet  forth  an  Expoftuk 
tlon  betwixt  Reafon  and  Appetite,  and  the  Danger  of  runnir 
o^ut  our  Lives  in  dilatory  Deliberations,  when  we  (houU  I 
rather  tip  and  be  Doing.  In  all  ^hefe  Gafes,  'tis  odds  that  d 
Paradox  carries  it  againft  the  true  Reafon  of  the  Thing;  for  v 
arc  as  partial  to  our  Corruptions,  as  if  our  Underftanding  we 
of  Counfcl  for  our  Frailties^  and  manage  Difputes  of  this  lund, 
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had  a  mind  to  be  overcome.  The  Sluggard's  Cafe  in  this 
is  the  Gafe  of  Mankind  in  all  the  Duties  of  a  virtuous* 
a  well-govcrn'd  Life,  where  Judgment  and  Confciencc 
U  us  one  way,  and  our  Lufts  hurry  us  another.     We  fpend 
^^  our  Days  upon  frivolous  Preliminaries^  without  ever  com- 
to  a  Refolution  upon  the  main  Points  of  our  Bus'nefs.   Wc 
'11^  and  we  tvillnotj  and  then  we  will  not  again,  and  we  will.  At 
rate  we  run  our  Lives  out  in  Adjournments  from  time  to 
out  of  a  fantaftical  Levity  that  holds  us  off  and  on,  be^ 
^^voixt  Hawk  and  Buzzard^  as  we  fay,  to  keep  us  brom  bring- 
ing the  Matter  in  queftion  to  a  final  IfTue.     And  yet  we  know 
^vtU  enough  what  we  ought  to  do,  and  what  not,  if  we  would 
^Nit  take  the  Lidit  of  reafonable  Nature  for  our  Guide,  and 
^Karken  to  the  Counfellor  that  every  Man  carries  in  his  own 
Jreaft.     But  Men  in  the  general,  are  either  too  lazv  to  fearch 
out  the  Truth,  or  too  partial,  in  favour  of  a  fenfual  Appetite, 
to  take  notice  of  it  when  they  had  found  it.     They  had  ra- 
ther be  tafling  the  Eafe  and  the  Pleafures  of  Life,    than  re- 
forming the  Errors^and  the  Vices  of  it.     Does  not  the  Vo- 
luptuary underftand  in  all  the  Liberties  of  a  loofe  and  a  lewd 
Convorfation,  that  he  runs  the  rifque  both  of  Body  and  Soul 
on  the  one  hand,  and  oppofcs  all  the  Blcflings  that  attend  the 
Duties  of  Virtue  and  Sobriety  on  the  other?    Does  not  the 
ambitious,  the  envious,  and  the  revengeful  Man  know  very 
well,  that  theThirflof  Blood,  and  AfFedtation  of  Dominion 
by  Vicdence  and  Oppreffion,    is  a  mofl  Diabolical  Outrage 
upon  the  Laws  of  Grod  and  Nature,  and  upon  the  common 
WcU-being  of  Mankind  ?  But  thefe  People  are  Hearing  Caufes 
too>  with  our  Sing-a-bed  in  the  Apologue ;  that  is  <o  fay,  d^ 
liberating  betwixt  Paffion  and  Confcience,  till  in  ^he  End, 
they  are  call'd  away,    whether  to  Dinner  or  to  Deaths  it 
makes  no  matter,  for  the  Moral  is  ftiU  the  fame. 


F  A  B-  3  y 3.    A  Cock  and  a  IFojt* 

A  Fox  fpy'd  a  Cock  at  Rpdl  with  his  Hens  about 
him.  Why  how,  my  Friend,  fays  Reynard^ 
What  makes  you  upon  a  Tree  there?  Your  Bus'nels  lies 
upon  the  ^erra  Firtna^  and  a  Cock  in  the  Air  is  out  of 
hb  Element,  methinks.  But  you  don*t  hear  the  News 
perhaps,  and  it  is  certainly  true :  There's  a  Gcr.eral 
4  Peace 
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Tact  concluded  amcmg  all  Living  Ocatnrot 
noc  one  of  them  to  prdumev  upon  Pain  of  Life 
Limb,  dire6Hy  or  indire6tly;  to  hurt  anodier.  Tk 
Biefledeft  Tidmgs  in  the  World,  lap  the  Cceki  af 
at  the  lame  time  he  ftretdies  out  his  Nedc,  as  if  k 
were  a  looking  at  Ibmewhat  a  great  way  qC  'Wte 
are  you  Peering  at?  lays  the  Fox.  Nothing,  fiqfK  to- 
ther,  but  a  Couple  of  Great  Dog|i  yonder,  tbu  ae 
coming  this  Way,  Open-Mouth,  as  hard  as  they  ctf 
diivc.  Why  then,  fays  Reynard,  I  lancy  Pd  cfcnM 
be  Jogging.  No,  no,  lays  the  Cock^  the  GcDnl 
Peace  will  lecure  you:  Ay,  quoth  the  Fax^  k  it  id) 
but  if  dicfe  Roguy  Curs  lliould  not  have  heard  of  dx 
Proclamation^  my  Coat  may  come  to  be  Pinked  yet  b 
all  that.     And  io  away  he  fcamper'd. 

The  Moral. 

In  all  the  Liherties  ef  Sharping  and  Tricking  909  mpm  jflrir, 
there  nuefi  jmi  a  Regard  k  had  to  the  Panailifs  §f  Ibai 
and  Juftiee. 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  is  to  tell  us,  that  ifi  fome  Cafes  one  Nail  muft  k 
driven  out  with  another ;  and  the  deceivii^  of  the  Decditr 
doubles  the  Plealure.  'Tis  a  hard  matter  to  make  a  ialfe  Mtf 
and  a  falfe  Tale  confift  with  themfelves ;  and  when  they  cooe 
to  interfere,  theReafon  and  the  Argument  of  the  Cafe  returm 
upon  the  Head  of  the  Impoftor :  So  that  it  requires  great  Crt 
and  Skill  for  a  Man  that  has  a  dark  and  a  double  Def^  upoa 
another,  to  keep  clear  of  clafhing  with  his  own  Reafoninp^ 
Wherefore  Paraiites  and  Liers  had  need  of  good  Memories. 
A  Gemral  Peace  would  have  fecur'd  the  Fox  as  well  as  the 
Cock :  But  if  the  Fox  would  not  ftand  the  Degs^  the  C»:k  bd 
no  reafon  to  venture  himfelf  with  the  Fox.  All  People  tb^t 
are  perfidious,  either  in  their  Converiationi  or  in  their  Kind, 
are  naturally  to  be  fufpcfled  in  Reports  that  favour  their  ova 
Intereft ;  and  when  they  can  make  nothing  elfe  on't,  tber 
find  it  the  beft  of  their  Play  to  put  it  off  with  a  Jcft. 

'Tis  a  common  thing  for  captious  People,  and  Double-Dea- 
lers, to  be  taken  in  their  own  Snares ;  as  for  the  Purpofe  in 
the  matter  of  Power,  Polic)*,  the  Fundamentals,  and  the  M>- 
4  xlmi 
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xiitis  of  Govtttmthiy  &c.  How  many  are  there  that  hmit 
Sovereignty  in  one  Caie  to  ftrain  it  in  another,  and  fo  handle 
the  fame  Queftion  Pr9  and  Cm^,  at  the  fiunetime?  Govern* 
nent  is  to  be  Qotuided,  when  it  may  ferve  one  turn,  and  Ab- 
fidute,  when  it  may  ierve  another.  Infomuch  that  for  want  of 
Prefenceof  Thought,  Men  affirm  what  they  deny,  and  deny 
what  they  affirm,  and  run  counter  to  theinfelves.  If  Sove<i> 
reign  Power  cannot  difpenfe,  'tis  t/d  ud,  they  cry ;  and  if  it 
may  be  tjr'd  up,  'tis  no  longer  Sovereign  rower ;  foir  that  which 
Tyes  it  up,  is  Above  it.  At  thb  Rate,  one  Doftrine  inter- 
feres with  another,  and  the  vefy  Foundation  of  Reafon  and 
Government  finks  at  laft  into  a  Paradox.  When  the  Rjc 
hrii^  Tidings  of  a  Peace,  and  preaches  upon  the  Subjed  to 
tbcPffiiltryy  Beware  the  Geefi,  Your  Foxes  A£b  of  Amnefy 
mre  no  other  than  the  old  Dtate-Politidcs  I  know  not  how 
many  Yean  ago.  They  pardon  all  in  general,  in  the  Begin- 
nings ;  thofe  j^t  ought  to  be  Hang'd,  in  themiddle;  and  not 
oneHoneftAlan  in  theConduiion.  So  that  'tis  Ten  to  One% 
the  C«ci  was  Excepted  in  the  Proclamation;  and  that  tho'  the 
2^i  were  not  allow'd  fo  much  as  to  lick  their  Lips  at  a  Fw 
npon  their  utmoft  Peril,  Repiard  had  gotten  a  Provifo  for 
Himielf,  yet  to  carry  on  his  old  Trade  among  the  Lambs  and 
the  Poidtrv  (till.  This  is  the  Method  of  all  popular  Shams^ 
when  the  Multitude  are  to  be  led  by  the  Nofe  into  a  Fool's 
Paradife.  The  State-Foxes  tell  'em  what  golden  Da]rs  are  now 
t,  coming.  When  Every  ManJhaUfit  under  his  own  VifUj  and 
Eat  the  Fruit  of  his  own  Ftg-Tree:  How  Trade  and  Reli« 
fJ0D,  (hall  flourim,  and  the  People  in  (hort  keep  Holy  Day  all 
the  Year  long.  Thefe  are  fine  Words,  but  the  Fox^s  Bus'neis 
vpon  the  Upfiiot,  is  only  the  Cramming  his  own  Gut,  with- 
out any  Refped  to  the  Publick. 


F  A  B.  3  ^4*    A  Capio;  and  his  (QBife^ 

THefe  happened  a  Grievous  Quarrel  once  betwixt  a 
Taylor  and  his  fVife.  The  Woman  in  contcnipt 
of  his  Trade,  call'd  her  Husband  PrickUufe  \  he  gave 
her  a  Box  o'th*  Ear  iQc\  which  ferv'd  oiJy  to  m^e  her 
more  outragiois.  When  this  would  do  no  good,  he  fee 
fier  up  to  the-Chin  in  a  Horfe^Pcnd ;  but  ib  long  as  her 
Tongue  was  at  liberty,  there  was  not  a  Word  to  be  got 
from  her,  but  the  lame  Nick-Name  in  Derifion  over 
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and  over  agwn.  Well  (lays  he  to  himfHO  thcrcis  li 
way,  I  perceive,  tx)  quiet  this  Womany  but  by  ftopm 
of  her  Mouth;  and  lo  he  had  her  Duck'd  next  bout ow 
Head  and  Ears.  When  (he  was  under  Water,  and  aJi 
call  him  Prickloufe  no  longer  with  her  Lips,  (he  hddf 
her  Hancis  over  her  Head,  and  did  it  with  her  Thuril 
by  the  Knicking  of  her  Nails  j  and  when  he  lawte 
once,  he  was  e*en  gliui  to  give  her  over^ 

The  Moral. 

The  laft  Tim  Things  that  die  in  an  Impetuous  JFoman^  ^  ^ 
Tongue  and  her  Stomachy  wbenjhe  cannot  have  her  IVHL 

REFLECTION. 

*TIS  the  Fortune  of  many  an  honeft  harmlefs  Man,  tohrt 
this  Fable  Moraliz'd  to  him  under  his  own  Roof;  but  the  betw 
any  thing  is  in  its  Perfcftion,  the  worfe  is  the  Corruption  of  it 
2S  there's  nothing  more  Fetid  than  a  Rotten  Egg.  Tis  th 
fame  thing  betwixt  a  Temperate  and  an  Impetuous  Worn*! 
Tempefts  and  Sea-Breaches  are  nothing  to  her.  Theft's  n 
Place  for  Reafoning  with  her,  neither  is  there  any  thought  ( 
curing  her  Will,  by  applying  to  her  Body.  But  now  fbrtl 
Honour,  and  (in  fome  fort)  the  Comfort  of  that  Fair  Sex,  tbe 
don't  fufFer  alone  under  the  Scandal  of  this  Figure ;  forMt 
have  their  violent  Paflions  and  Tranfportssts  well  as  Womci 
and  Paflions  much  more  dancjcrous  too  than  the  other.  TI 
Taylor^s  JVife  was  only  a  goad  hearty  Shrew  under  the  Impotcin 
of  an  Unruly  Wafpifh  Humour;  She  icould  have  herJVilly 
marry  would Jhe^  and  that  was  all  the  Harm  in't.  But  'tis  an 
ther  manner  of  Bus'nttfs  when  Men  come  once  to  be  tranfpoi 
ed  out  of  the  Government  of  thcmfelvcs,  and  beyond  the  I 
of  their  Reafon.  Their  Violences  are  mortal  and  outragcov 
even  to  the  Ruin  of  Kingdoms,  Commonwealths,  Famili' 
Pcrfons,  t^c.  and  like  a  Torrent,  they  bear  down  all  bcK 
them,  Friends,  Relations,  the  common  Principles  of  Re 
gion  and  Nature,  or  whatc\'er  clfc  ftands  in  their  W: 
Nay,  they  make  it  a  Point  of  Honour  to  be  firm  to  tb 
Wickednefs,  and  with  the  Old  Covenant  in  their  Mouths^ 
Live  and  Die  Impenitent.  They'll  do  all  the  Mifchief  in  fi 
that   thev  can ;  and  when  thev  can  do  no  more,  thev'll 

'  *  4 

troubled  at  it,  and  call  Prickloufe  with  their  Thumbs  fti 
when  they  can  do't  no  longer  with  their  Tongues. 

Fa 


Mm 
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F  A  B.  3  5  y.    A  QUoman  Drown'd* 

N  unfortunate  Woman  happened  to  be  DrownM^ 
L  and  her  poor  Husband  was  mightily  in  Pain  to 
L  out  the  Body ;  {o  away  he  goes  along  the  Bank 
CO  the  Courfe  of  the  River,  asking  all  he  met  ftill 
icy  could  tell  him  any  Tidings  of  the  Body  of  his 
IX  Wife,  that  was  overturn^  in  a  Boat  at  foch  a 
3c  below.  Why,  if  you'd  find  your  Wife,  they 
d,  you  muft  look  for  her  down  the  Stream.     No» 

lays  the  Man,  my  Wife's  Will  cairied  her  agwnft 
Td  and  Tide  dl  the  Days  of  her  Life  -,  and  now 
t  dead,  which  Way  foever  the  Current  runs,  fhe'U 
ure  to  be  againft  it. 

The  Moral. 

Spirit  BfCmtradUiion  in  a  crofi-grairf  dlVlman  U  iiuurahU% 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  £dls  hard  upon  the  dcfperate  Obftinacy  of  fome 
taen ;  and  the  Freak  of  the  Conceit  does  not  yet  derogate 
ai  the  Ufcfulncfs  of  the  Fable.  The  Analogy  is  Plcafant 
I  Pertinent  enough,  betwixt  a  living  Croflhefs  of  HumoUr, 
I  Oppofition  to  the  ordinary  Courfe  and  Reafon  of  Things^ 
k  the  Fancy  of  a  dead  Boy  fwimming  againft  the  Stream, 
rf  the  Licence  of  couching  the  matter  under  this  Figure, 
i  of  wording  it  after  that  manner,  carries  no  Offence  with 
^ther  to  Congruity  or  good  MannerSi  Befide,  that  the 
>  Turn  and  Point  of  the  Illuftration  fees  a  Mark  upon't 
be  remembered  by :  So  that  the  Moral  fticks  by  us,  and 
cs  a  deeper  Root,  when  we  call  it  to  mind  afterwards  by 
h  or  fuch  a  Token. 

Hiere  are  fome  People  that  value  themfclves  upon  being  a 
d  of  Antipodes  to  ail  Mankind,  and  in  making  other  Mens 
les  their  Exceptions  :  Oppofition  and  Contradidion  is  their 
dy  and  Delight.  Now  there's  as  much  Pride  and  Vanity  in 
ii^  up  for  the  Ring-leader  of  a  pcrverfe  Praftice,  as  in  the 
iedation  of  being  the  Firft  Broacher  of  an  Heretical  Opi- 
n.  Hence  It  comes,  that  half  the  Wit  of  the  World  is  ex- 
is'd  upon  Paradox ;  and  that  which  wc  call  Gccd  Humour^ 
n  truth  but  a  fort  of  Slight  of  hLtnd  in  Difcourfe,  ot  ?l 
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Faculty  of  making  Truths  look  like  Appearances,  or 
pearanccs  like  Truths.  Now  this  Gift  of  Hocus  Pocu^ 
and  of  Difguifing  Matters,  is  fo  furprifing  and  agreeib!< 
the  one  hand,  that  it  muft  of  neceflity  be  a  very  ft: 
Temptation  to  the  Quitting  of  the  Beaten  Road  on  the  ot 
Mankind  was  all  caft  in  the  £tme  Mould,  made  liaU 
the  (ame  AffixUons,  enlightened  with  the  lame  Pxindi 
and  we  have  all  of  us  the  fame  Rule  to  walk  by  ;  the  ( 
Duties  incumbent  upon  us  in  this  World,  and  the  I 
Pretentions  to  our  Part  in  the  next ;  infomuch  tfaatwhoi 
affeds  a  fantaftical  Singularity  of  Crofihefs  to  aU  his  Fdb 
he  puts  himfelf  in  fome  degree  out  of  the  Pale  of  a  cqbb 
Providence  and  Proteftion:  Befide,  that  the  Evil  is  a 
curable  in  the  Man  to  whom  it  is  become  W?bfinal|  a 
was  with  the  If^oman  here  in  this  Fable. 


F  A  B.  3  55.    A  "BiQjOl^  and  a  Cutatt^ 

A  Certain  Country  Curate  had  a  Dog  that  he  U 
mighty  Kindnefs  for  ;  the  poor  Cur  fickeosi> 
dies ;  and  his  Mailer  in  Honour  of  his  Memocy  p 
him  Chriflian  Burial.  This  came  to  the  BiflMfitlk 
who  prefendy  fent  for  die  Curate^  ratded  him  to  &■ 
tune,  with  Menaces  to  the  higheft  degree  for  bnopil 
fuch  a  Scandal  upon  the  Function.  My  Lord  (fcp^ 
Curate)  if  your  Lordfhip  had  but  known  the  IbtM 
(landing  of  this  Dog  both  Living  and  Dyii^ 
cfpccially  how  Charitable  an  End  he  made,  you 
not  have  giudg'd  him  a  Place  in  the  Church-yarf 
mong  his  Fellozi'-Parijbicners.  How  fo,  lays  theJ?i 
Why,  my  Lord,  fays  the  Curate^  when  he  fouadl 
was  drawing  home,  he  fent  for  a  Notarius^  and 
his  Teftamcnt.  ^er^s  wy  poor  Lard  Bijhop  in 
lays  he,  and  H  is  my  tVill  to  leave  bim  am  Ht 
Crowns  for  a  Legacy,  He  charged  me  to  fee  it 
and  I  have  it  here  in  a  Purfe  for  your  Lordlhip 
Counted.  The  Bifhop,  upon  the  Receipt  of  Jj 
Money,  gave  the  Prieft  Abfolution,  and  found  i< 
very  good  WiU,  and  a  very  Canonical  Burial. 
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The  Moral. 

Mmtf  corrupts  hrtb  Church  and  Static, 

REFLECTION. 

TH£RE  may  be  ill  Men  in  Holy  Orders,  ^d  tbe  tewd^ 
rfs  of  the  Perfon  does  not  at  all  derogate  from  the  Sacredne(s 
f  the  FunAion.  Avarice  on  the  one  hand,  is  ail  EhcouiTag?- 
imit  as  well  as  a  Proteftion  to  Licentioufnefs  on  the  otl^r, 
Hien  People  know  before-hand,  that  Moruy  will  Compound 
U  Diiterences.      Nay,  and  Jl^my  is  a  Protiftdnt  Reconc- 
iler too  as  well  as  a  Popijh^  when  Paffion   and  Corrupt 
ion  come  once  to  be  authorized  under  the  venerable  Cover 
t  a  Sacred  CharaAer ;  only  the  Bijbtp  abfolves  Himfelf  in 
he  one  Cafe,  as  he  does  the  Curate  in  the  other.     So  that 
t^miy  upon  the  main,  ferves  for  the  Touchftone  of  common 
EoDdSy,  Faith,  La^  and  Religion:   The  Devil  holds  the 
Bale,  and  Profit  or  Lois  is  made  the  Standard  of  Gofpel  or 
Ecre|y.     It  pleads  all  Caufes,  defends  all  Titles,  and  turns 
Snriftianity  it  felf  into  a  Moot-Point.    It  fets  Texts  together 
^  the  Ears,  as  well  as  Divines,  and  makes  the  Voice  of 
m^  to  be  of  more  Authority  in  the  Mouths  of  the  Multi-* 
nh,  than  the  Oracles  of  Holy  Writ.  'Tis  the  Idol  that  Men 
K  dl  Ranks  and  Profeffions  bow  to ;  Statef-men,  Sword- 
taO)  Lawyers,  Ecclefiafticks,  Vc,  there's  hardly  any  thing  in 
nttiiire  that  has  the  Heart  to  withftand  it ;  bating  here  and 
iboie  fingular  Exception  perhaps,  from  a  General  Rule. 
It  are  Courts  more  than  common  Markets,  where  Men 
bought  and  fold  in  the  One,  as  Beafts  are  in  the  Other  I 
Captain  Fi^ts  for  his  Pay,  the  Lawyer  Pleads  for  his 
no  matter  for  the  Confcience  of  the  Caufe  ^  the  one's  a 
T  of  Fortune  he  tells  ye,  the  other's  a  Lawyer  of  For- 
and  for  the  Bufincfs  of  Right  or  Wrong,  'tis  not  one 
de  of  tbe  Queftion.    'Tis  Money,  in  fine,  that  like  the 
Wj  makes  Men  Sail  with  all  Winds,  and  fets  all  Wheels 
ing.     Nay  the  very  Altar  it  felf  fcapes  not  the  Almighty 
of  fo  irrefiflible  a  Temptation  ;  for  we  are  taught  in 
Fable,  that  an  Epifcopal  Habit  is  not  one  jot  better  Proof 
Corruption,   than  a  Colonel's  ButF-Coat.    'Tis  not  a 
^jimonious  Pretence,,  under  a  Pomp  of  Form  and  Xl5^^> 
*^^hout  the  Grace  of  an  inward  AfFcftion  and  Integrity  that 
Sll  ferve  the  turn :  The  Articles  of  the  Chriftian  ¥a\Ai^  ^jvA. 
*  DoArine  rf  our  Bleire4  Lord  and  his  ApoiWes,  ate  to  Dso} , 

B  b  2  ^iv^ 
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and  to  Morrow,  and  the  lame  for  ever  ;  not  to  be 
and  accommodated  to  every  Turn  of  State,  but  t< 
and  kept  inviolate  as  a  ftanding  Rule  of  all  Agps.  ". 
no  fuch  Worfhippers  of  the  Devil,  as  the  Buyers  ar 
of  Souls ;  there*s  nothing  they'll  (lick  at ;  but  Ihuffl 
juggle,  fwear  back  and  forward  like  To  many  fpiritual 
ef  the  Poft }  fer\x  all  Turns  and  all  Gods,  even  tho'  ] 
it  felf  {hould  turn  up  Trump ;  For  thb  fort  of  P 
fteer  all  their  Anions  by  the  Compafs  of  Vtdertt  Uti. 
for  the  Dtg*s  Legacy  Abfolve  the  Devil  himfelf,  a 
this  beailly  avaricious  Bifhop,  pronounce  the  blad 
in  Hell  to  be  as  white  as  Snow. 


Fab.  357.     A  ^tSbailB,  COlfC,  and  € 

jFatljcr^ 

A  Man  of  Quality  had  gotten  a  pceviih  ( 
tious  Woman  to  his  IVife^  that  was  obfi 
go  every  Day  to  Confeffion  \  and  her  Bufinefs  was 
much  to  difcliarge  her  Confcience  of  her  own  J 
to  tcU  Tales  of  her  Husband,  The  Holy  Father 
be  ever  and  anon  Chiding  and  Admonilhing  the 
lier,  teUing  him,  that  if  he  would  but  come  i 
feffion^  he  doubted  not  but  to  make  him  and  hi 
Friends  ;igain.  The  Gentleman  faid,  TeSy  be 
and  he  went  accordingly.  The  Good  Man  thcr 
the  Penitent  be  fure  to  Fjcamine  himfelf  dioro 
and  leave  nothing  out :  Alas,  Father,  fays  he,  ft 
matter,  there  will  be  no  need  on't :  For  you  ha^ 
all  my  Sins  in  Confeffion  from  my  Wife  already, 
Thoufand  times  more,  perhaps  tlian  ever  I  conun 

The  M  0  R  A  T, . 

Cabtmny  is  Inlf  the  B'tjlmfs  of  a  Bigot :  Riticrvefs  pai 
Zraiy  and  cur  very  Devotions  are  in  (ffeci  imt  Lihck  i 
cur  Sttpericurs, 

REFLECT  10  N. 

there's  no  fucli  Clcxik  as  Religion  for  all  mani 
Wickcdncts,  atuA  Oki^  ^\3iw  V^  ^  ft^rk  Fool  that  cannot  i 
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upon  his  Neighbour,  when  he  has  once  got  the  Maftuy  of 
his  own  Confcicnce :  There's  no  Evidence  of  our  Thoughts, 
but  our  Works;  and,  if  any  Hypocrite  can  but  conceal 
himfelf  from  the  Eyes  of  his  Companions,  he  never  troubles 
his  Head  to  conflder  how  Open  he  lies  to  the  Searcher  of  his 
Heart.  What  was  the  Penitent's  ConfcfBon  here,  but  a  Co\'er 
for  her  Calumny  ?  And  her  Husband's  Way  after  that  of 
giving  the  Holy  Father  to  undcrftand  the  Truth  of  the  Mat- 
ter, was  a  Turn  pleafant  enough. 

'Tis  a  Field  of  a  huge  Latitude  that  the  Devil  has  to  dance 
and  to  play  his  Gambols  in,  when  he  fets  himfelf  to  preacii 
upon  the  Text  of  Religion  and  Confcience.  In  the  Troubles 
of  King  Charles  the  FirJ}^  what  with  Humiliations  and 
Thankfgivings,  feditious  Lectures  and  PuIpit-InvcSives,  the 
People  had  hardly  any  other  Bufincfs  at  Church,  than  to  tell 
God  Almighty  Talcs  of  their  Sovereign :  So  that  this  un- 
happy Prince  might  have  anfwePd  his  Ctmfejfarim^  upon  the 
ftift  of  an  Auricular  Confejfton^  as  our  Husband  anfwer'd  his 
here  in  the  Fable,  That  Others  had  done  it  for  him,,  and  totd 
more  than  All  beforehand.  This  wasi  the  Method  of  their 
Proceedings  towards  him,  thro'  the  whole  Courfc  of  his 
Diftrefles,  from  the  firft  Odious  ^emonftrance,  to  the  L?-ft 
Execrable  Stroke  upon  the  Scaffold.  They  began  with 
blaftihg  him  in  his  Reputation ;  they  took  up  Arms  againft 
him,  hunted  and  purfu'd  him ;  Seiz'd  his  Revenues  and  his 
Perfon,  degos'd  him  from  his  Royal  Dignity,  Ufurp'd  the 
Government  to  Themfelves,  and  under  the  colour  of  a 
Formality  of  Law,  put  him  upon  a  Judicial  Trial,  and  took 
a^y  his  Life.  And  not  one  Step  did  they  f^t  all  this  while 
in  the  whole  Track  of  this  Iniquity,  without  Seeking  the 
Lord  firft,  and  going  up  to  enquire  of  the  Lord^  according  to  the 
Cant  of  thofe  Days.  WJiich  was.  no  other  tlian  to  mike 
God  the  Author  of  Sin,  and  to  impute  the  Blackeft  Prafticcs 
of  Hell  to  the  Infpiration  of  the  Holy  Ghott. 

Fab.  358.     An  ©ID  {^an  and  an  afS* 

AN  Old  Man  and  a  Utile  Boy  were  driving  an  Afs 
before  *eni  to  the  next  Market  to.  Sdl.  Why 
have  you  no  more  Wit  (fays  One  to  the  Man  upoii 
the  Way,  than  you  and  your  Son  to  Trucigj  it  a- 
fcot,  and  let  the  y^  go  Light  ?    So  the  M;in  fet  tlv. 

B  b  3  ^  J 
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£9  upon  the  Afs^  and  Footed  it  himl^.  AlVkj^ 
Sirrah,  fays  another  after  this,  to  the  Bcj^  Yao  b- 
zy  Rogue  you,  muft  you  Ride,  and  let  your  AnqcK 
Father  go  a  Foot  ?  The  Man  upon  this,  todL  dowB 
his  By^  and  got  up  Himfdf.  D'ye  (ee  (^ys  a  Hud) 
how  the  Lazy  Old  Knave  Rid^  Hiw$felf^  and  die 
poor  Little  Child  has  much  ado  to  Creep  after  Um! 
The  Father^  upon  this,  took  up  his  Son  behind  him. 
The  next  they  met,  ask'd  the  Qld  Man  whether  Mk 
Afs  were  his  Own  or  no  ?  He  feid  Yes.  Troth  thart 
litde  Sign  on't,  fays  t'other,  by  your  Loading  him 
thus.  Well,  fays  die  Fellow  to  himfelf.  What  am  I 
to  do  now  ?  For  I  am  laugh'd  at,  if  either  the  Ap 
be  empty,  or  if  One  of  us  Rides,  or  Boib  ;  and  fii 
in  the  Condufion,  he  bound  the  Af^s  Legs  togedtf 
with  a  G)rd,  and  they  try'd  to  Carry  him  to  Mnkct 
with  a  Pole  upon  their  Shoulders  betwixt  them.  TUi 
was  Sport  to  every  Body  that  iaw  it,  inibmudi  dot 
^'^"^  Old  FeUow  in  great  Wrath  threw  down  die  4^ 
mto  a  River,  and  fb  went  his  Way  Home  agun.  The 
Good  Many  in  fine,  was  willing  to  pleaie  Every  Bodf, 
but  had  the  ill  Fortune  to  pleafe  No  Body,  and  loft 
his  Afs  into  the  Bargain. 

The  Moral. 

Jle  that  ref9he5  not  to  go  to  Bed^    Uill  all  the  World  is  fUaili 
Jhallbi  troubled  with  the  Head-Ach. 

■ 

REFLECTION. 

SO  many  Men^fo  many  Aftnds ;  and  diis  Divcrfity  of  Thought 
muft  neceffarily  be  attended  with  Folly,  Vanity,  and  Error: 
For  Truth  is  one  and  th?  fame  for  ever,  and  the  Sentence  of 
Reafon  ftands  as  firm  as  the  Foundation  of  the  Earth.  So  that 
no  Man  can  be  either  happy  or  fecure,  that  governs  himfelf 
by  the  Humour  and  Opinion  of  the  Common  People.  Tisa 
Thing  utterly  impoffible  to  pleafe  All.  And  none  but  a  Mad 
Man  will  endeavour  to  pleafe  thofe  that  are  divided  among 
themfclves,  and  can  never  pleafe  one  another.  A  wife,  and  an 
lioneft  Man  lives  by  Rule,  and  confults  the  Confcicoce  of  his 
'  AOons, 
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%£Hons,  without  any  Regard  to  Popular  Applaufe.    Did  ever 
illy  Mortal  yet  in  his  right  Wits,  advifc  with  the  Mobile  about 
iiie  Government  of  his  Life  and  Manners  ?  (or  which  is  all 
Dne,  with  the  common  and  profeft  Enemies  of  Reaibn  and 
Virtue : )  Did  ever  any  Creature  make  a  Friend  or  Confident 
ef  them  ?  Why  (houid  we  be  foUicitous  then  to  be  thought  well 
of  by  thofe,  that  no  prudent  good  Man  ever  thought  well  of? 
They  are  all  PafSon  and  Fancy,  without  either  Judgment  or 
Moderation :  They  neither  underftand  what  they  do,  nor  why  ; 
but  aA  with  a  kind  of  Impetus^   that  knows  neither  Confide* 
tation  nor  Conduct.     So  that 'tis  in  Truth,  a  Scandal,  and  an 
ill  Sign  to  pleafe  them  ;  but  a  worfe  yet,  for  a  Man  to  value 
himfelf  upon  the  Reputation  of  a  ropular  Favour.     What 
arc  their  Afie£lions,  but  violent  Tranfports  that  are  carried  on 
fay  Ignorance  and  Rag^  ?  What  are  their  Thoughts  of  Things, 
Init  V  ariety  of  incorrigible  Error  ?  And  what  are  they  them- 
ielves  in  their  own  Nature,  but  a  Herd  rzthcr  than  a  Society  ? 
Their  Humour  is  very  happily  fet  forth  in  this  Fable ;  and  fb 
is  the  Vanity  of  the  Old  MarCs  endeavouring  to  keep  foir  with 
them;  for  they  are  ftill  unlatisfyd  with  the  Prefent  State  of 
Things,  and  confequently  never  to  be  pleas'd.  Now  if  a  Man 
had  nothing  elfe  to  do,  but  to  fool  away  his  Days  in  the  Pur-> 
(iiit  6f  Phantoms  and  Shadows,  and  then  at  lalt  lie  down  in 
the  Duft  like  a  Brute,  without  any  Fear  or  Danger  of  an  After 
Reckoning,  the  Care  were  taken ;  but  for  a  Reafbnable  Soul 
to  poftpone  the  moft  neceflary  Offices  and  Duties  of  Life,  and 
to  hazard  the  very  Lofs  even  of  Heaven  it  felf,  in  favour  of 
a  deprav'd  Appetite :  What  has  he  to  anfwcr  for,   that  fhall 
be  found  guilty  of  fo  impious  a  Madnefs?  The  veiy  Dog's 
not  worth  Hanging,  that  runs  out  at  Check,  and  lets  ^vtiy 
Cackling  Qrow  or  Daw  to  divert  him  from  his  Game  and  Bu- 
finefs.     To  conclude;  A  due  Confiderat  ion  of  the  Vanities  of 
the  World  will  naturally  bring  us  to  the  Contempt  of  it ; 
and  the  Contempt  of  the  World  will  as  certainly  bring  us 
Home  to  our  felves.     This  was  the  Cafe  of  the  Poor  Man 
here,  when  he  liad  try'd  this,  and  that,  and  t'other  Experi- 
ment,  he  threw  all  his  Cares  and  Fellies,  together  with  his 
Afs,  into  the  River  :  And  then  he  was  at  Refl. 


Fab.  359.     A  ®an  dreamt  he  found  ^Oir». 

A  Man  famry'd  in  his  Sleep  once,  that  he  was  car- 
ried by  the  Devil  into  a  Field  to  dig  for  GoU^ 

B  b  4  where 
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where  he  found  Great  Treaiure ;  fb  the  Devil  advifei 
him  not  to  take  it  away  with  him  at  prcfent ;  be 
rather  leave  Ibme  particular  Mark  upon  the  Place,  dut 
he  might  find  it  another  Time.  What  Mark  ?  lin 
the  Dreamer.  E'en  down  vrith  your  Breeches,  quodi 
the  Devil,  and  lay  your  Tail  there  :  My  Life  for  yons 
do  but  keep  your  own  Counfel,  and  no  Body  will  look 
for  Gold  in  that  Place.  The  Fellow  did  as  he  mi 
bid,  and  when  he  \s'ak'd,  he  found  that  his  Dnoun  n 
out 

The  Moral. 

Hi  that  confents  to  deal  with  the  Devil  fir  Money  in  bisSU.'f^  *rJ 
t9  be  fiat' d  be  wstJd  do  it  JVaking  too^  if  it  layfw  bis  HbmL 

REFLECTION. 

I T  is  a  Scbedl  ^eJiisH  how  far  a  Man  is  anfwerable  in  bu- 
ny  Cafes  for  his  Dreams :  Now  here  ^-as  a  Deliberation,  Dd- 
courfe.  and  Confcnt :  So  that  both  the  Underftandine  anddK 
Will  had  their  Parts  in  the  Storv :  Where  Avarice  was  u 
one  En  J  on't,  'twas  no  wonder  that  the  Devil  (hould  be  ai 
the  other.  But  Men  go  to  the  Devil  for  Money  Waking  as 
well  as  Slccpinir :  Nay,  and  Men  of  all  Sorts  and  Qualitxs 
t'X),  from  the  Prince  to  the  Be^i^ar.  Churohmen,  Statelmen, 
Tradefinen,  Lawyers,  and  who  not  ?  And  if  all  that  eo  w 
Hell  upon  that  Errand,  fliould  beftiit  the  Sheets,  there  would 
be  a  World  of  Work  for  the  Wa(h- Women. 


I 


Fab.  360.    A  CounttP'JTcIIOtD  and  a  Doff^ 

N  a  Certain  Country,  where  it  was  the  Cuftom 
for  any  Man  that  kill'd  a  Hcg^  to  in\-ite  the 
Neighbourhood  to  Supper  with  him  ;  a  Curmudgtcnh- 
Tdlc'v  that  had  a  //''^  to  Kill,  ad\'ifcd  with  one  of 
his  Companions,  how  he  might  lave  the  Charge  ci" 
rha:  S;:ppcr.  Why  (fays  he)  do  but  give  it  out  to 
Morro^v  Mornli'g  that  th^  Keg  w.is  ftoUcn  the  Night 
before  \  fct  a  good  Face  on'c,  and  your  Work  is  done. 

Away 


PoGGius*s  Fables.      ^77 

Away  goes  this  Man  Open-Mouth,  next  Morning, 
bawling  it  about  that  his  Hog  was  ftollen.  Rigbt^ 
rigbSj  feys  his  Comrade,  Roar  it  out  as  I  hade  you. 
Ay,  but  fays  the  Hog-Mercbantj  with  damn*d  Oaths 
and  Imprecations,  My  Hog  is  ftollen  in  Good  Eameft. 
Upon  my  IJfe^  fays  t*other,  5r2w«  dd*ft  it  rarely.  So  the 
one  Swore  on^  and  the  other  Foofd  oriy  'till  in  the  Con- 
dufion  the  Churl  found  he  was  Banter'd  out  of  his 
Hog^  for  the  Hog  was  ftollen  indeed. 

The  MoR  AL. 

Penny  If^ifcy  and  Pound  Foolijb. 

REFLECTION. 

'TIS  a  Point  of  Decency  and  Difcretion  for  a  Man  to  com* 
{dy  with  the  Common  Cuftom  of  the  Place,  where  he  Lives, 
over  and  above  the  Rules  of  good  Neighbourhood  and  Society. 
So  that  the  Old  Hunks  here  was  well  enough  ferv'd  to  be  trick'd 
out  of  a  whole  Hog  for  the  Saving  of  his  Puddings  :  And  it 
was  fo  much  the  better  too,  that  he  was  of  the  Plot  to  the  Fool- 
ing of  himfelf,  and  his  own  Jeft  turn'd  upon  him  in  Eameft : 
For  he  was  caught  in  his  own  Snare,  and  met  withal,  as  we 
&y.  In  his  own  Kind.  And  we  may  make  this  farther  Ufe  on't. 
Tiiat  an  ill-natur*d  Thrift  is  next  Door  to  Squandering  :  He 
was  Cheated,  and  he  was  Laughed  at,  and  he  deferv'd  both  ; 
for  he  made  himfelf  a  Party  to  die  Picking  of  his  own  Pocket, 
and  the  very  Sliam  that  he  defign'd  upon  his  Neighbours  was 
turned  upon  himfelf.  The  Frolick  was  pleafant  and  perti- 
nent enough,  but  the  Confcience  of  the  Cafe  is  another  Que- 
ftion ;  though  there's  this  to  be  faid  for't ;  that  it  was  one  Fraud 
paid  with  another,  and  that  he  himfelf  went  half-way  in't  hj 
his  own  Confent.  'Twas  with  the  Man  and  the  Hog^  as  witn 
the  Boy  and  the  fVolf-^  he  would  be  crying  a  Wolf^  a  Wolfy  when 
there  was  none,  and  then  could  not  be  believed  when  there  was. 


F  A  B.  3 61 .  A  Jrlojentine  and  a  ^aiiz^^vixkx^ 

A    Florentine  bought  a  Horfe  for  fo  many  Crowns, 
upon  Condition  to  pay  Half  down  upon  the- 
Nail,   and  be  a  Debtor  for  the  reft  j  the  Horje-Courfer 

conies 
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comes  to  the  Florentine  next  Morning  for  the  Remain- 
der of  the  Money.  Soft,  fays  the  Florentine^  a  Bar- 
gain's a  Barjrain^  My  Contraft  was  to  be  your  Debtor 
for  the  reft,  and  if  I  pay  it,  Pm  no  longer  your 
Debtor. 

The  Moral. 

Conceits  and  IVitticifms  pay  no  Scares. 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  Fable  is  only  a  filly  Tale  told  for  the  Talc's  Ox, 
without  any  fartljer  \1yftcry  or  Meaning  that  I  can  peicdfc 
in't.  If  the  Florentine  had  been  Drubb'd,  or  laid  by  thcHcdi 
for  the  Fallacy,  or  but  Laugh'd  at  for  the  Conceit,  it  wwU 
have  ferv'd  for  a  Caution  to  Peo[4c  how  they  trifle  and  phy 
the  Tonies  betwixt  Jeft  and  Eameft,  in  Matters  of  ComffiM 
Honefty,  Good  Faith  and  Bufmefs.  Or  it  would  have  born  i 
Moral,  to  difcountenance  the  Levity  of  Punning  and  yin^tgi 
and  the  Childifli  Humour  of  fooling  with  Mental  Ri 
and  Double  Meanings.  But  as  it  is,  I  can  find  nothir^  more 
in*t  than  a  frothy,  empty  Story.  It  may  .ferve  however  as  i 
Buof  to  keep  People  at  a  Diftance,  and  give  notice  of  a  Shdf 
or  a  Flat.  For  the  Sillinefs  of  taking  Delight  in  this  vulgtf 
Way  of  Sophifm,  is  to  me  as  arrant  an  Indication  of  an  Inno- 
cent, as  a  Bib  and  u  Bauble.  So  that  the  Dodrine  of  a  Thinf 
tlonc  lierc,  teaches  us  what  we  are  not  to  do  ;  that  is  to  fiy, 
we  are  neither  to  meditate  Fraudulent  Contraft*,  nor  to  take 
Childifli  CoUufionb  in  Convcrfation  for  Current  Payment. 


Fab.  552.     A  Cdjlttian  and  a  l?)affam 

AChriJiian  and  a  F^^an^  that  had  been  Old  Ac- 
q  laiiitiints  and  Fellow-Travellers,  had  Icvcral 
Difcourfjs  upon  the  Way  together,  about  Religi- 
on -,  and  coming  into  lialy^  the  Chriftian  advifed  the 
Infidel^  for  his  better  Satisfaction,  only  to  go  to  Ma& 
rnce,  and  then  tell  him  what  he  thought  on*t.  The 
Pagan  accordingly  went  to  Church,  and  being  after- 
wards a^k'd  his  Opinion  of  the  Ceremonies  and  So- 
Icirnity  of  the  Office,   his  Anfwer  was.   That  he  few 

but 
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but  one  Thing  there  that  he  diflik'd ;  which  was,  that 
it  lookM  a  little  Uncharitable  for  one  Man  to  Eat  and 
Drink  by  himfelf,  and  all  the  reft  to  look  on. 

The  Moral. 

*T!s  much  with  Opinion  as  it  is  with  Taftt^  Wi  can  no  more  com" 
mand  mr  judgments  than  our  Palates^ 

REFLECTION. 

THE  Poifon  of  this  Fable,  in  the  Liberty  of  Jefting  with 
Holy  Matters,  would  need  an  Antidote  to  go  along  with  it, 
if  it  were  not  that  it  is  a  Pagan^s  Conceit,  and  coniequently 
fuitabk  enough  to  the  Charader  and  Humour  of  an  Infidel^ 
to  have  the  Offices  of  Chriftianity  in  Deriiion.  If  we  takt  it 
by  that  Handle  it  may  ferve  for  a  Reproof  to  thofe  among 
pur  felves,  (as  we  have  but  too  many  of  them)  that  take  the 
iame  Freedom  of  fcoffing  at  Religion,  and  Religious  Rites 
and  Ceremonies.  Thefe  People  pafs  in  the  World  undei: 
the  Name  of  Chriftians,  but  in  their  Hearts  and  Manners 
they  are  little  better  UtaaPagam:  The  Frolick  of  a  Merry 
Word  goes  farther  with  them,  than  the  Confcience  of  their 
Proftffion,  and  if  they  can  but  elude  the  Dint  of  a  pinching 
Convidion  by  fome  trivial  Jeft,  the  Conceit  they  think  at- 
tones  for  the  Wickednefs. 


F  A  B.  3  53 .   An  9fjBi  taught  ® jammar^ 

THere  was  a  bold  tmdertakmg  Pedant,  wagei^d  his 
Neck  againft  a  certain  &im  of  Money,  that  in 
Tdi  Years  time  he  would  teach  an  ^  to  fVriUj  Read^ 
and  Chop  Logick.  His  Friends  called  him  a  Thoufimd 
Mad-men  for  cafting  away  his  Life  upon  fo  abfolute  an 
Impoffibility.  Pray,  Gendemen,  (lays  the  Undertaker) 
have  but  a  utde  Patience ;  for  *m  odds,  that  before  the 
Term's  out,  either  the  Prince  Dies  (that's  a  Par^  to 
die  Contraft)  or  the  y^  Dies,  or  the  Adfmtwrer  £te» 
and  then  the  Danger's  over. 


The 
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The  Moral. 

CMufim  without  Malta  isy  in  many  Cafes^  not   enfy 
tut  necfj/ary, 

REFLECTION. 

THERE  arc  fome  Cafes  wherein  a  Man  may  juftify  fomc 
fort  of  Shuffling  and  Evading,  without  any  OfFence  to  Honour 
or  Good  Faith ;  as  in  a  Cafe  for  the  Purpofc,  where  the  gainii^ 
of  Time  mav  be  as  much  as  a  Man's  Life  or  Elhite  is  worth. 
Same  Mtn  are  but  one  Remove  from  fome  Affes^  and  the  Diffi- 
culty of  teaching  the  one,  is  next  Door  to  the  Impoffibility  of 
teaching  the  other.  The  very  Propofition  is  a  IVhimJie  pkafant 
enough,  to  fliew  the  Vanity  of  attempting  to  make  a  Philofopher 
of  a  Blockhead :  Neither  is  it  of  a  Quality  to  be  underftood  ac- 
cording to  the  Letter.  So  that  in  fuch  a  Cafe,  if  a  Man  can  but 
iave  htmfelf  by  a  Shift,  or  a  Figure,  'tis  all  that  can  be  defir'di 
and  the  Conditions  naturally  implied,  fall  within  the  &ir  £- 
quity  of  the  Queftion.     There  are  certain  Bounds  and  Tenns 
of  Raillery  that  may  very  well  fland  with  the  Rules  of  Hone- 
fty  and  Good  Manners ;  that  is  to  fay,  where  the  Liberty 
carries  neither  Malice,  Saucinefs,  nor  Ill-nature  along  with  it: 
And  the  difcreet  Manage  of  fuch  a  fort  of  Freedom,  betwixt 
Jcft  and  Earned,  fcafons  the  Entertainment  of  an  agreeable 
Convcrfation.  We  (hould  fay  to  ourfclves  in  all  our  DiftrelTcs 
upon  the  Apprchcnfion  of  Temporal  Difficulties  to  come,  as 
this  Pedatit  in  the  Fable  did  to  his  Relations  and  Companions 
Let  it  be  Bondage,  Lofs  of  Friends,  Beggary,  BanHhment,  my 
I)eath  itfclf,  [This  or  that  may  intervene,^     It  is  an  unaccount- 
able Weakntfs  for  a  Man  to  put  himfclf  upon  the  Torture  at 
pncfcnt  for  fear  fomebody  elfc  (hould  Torment  him  Seven 
Ycsrs  hence.     Is  it  not  enough  for  us  to  be  miferable  when  the 
Time  comes,  unlcis  we  make  ourfelvcs  fo  beforehand,  and  hv 
Anticipation  ?  When  we  have  gone  as  far  as  Confciencc,  Ho- 
nour, Induftn*,  and  Human  Prudence  can  carry  us  toward  the 
preventing,  or  the  averting  of  the  Danger  that  threatens  us, 
\vc  arc  to  remit  the  relt  to  Providence,  and  wait  the  good 
jTeafurc  of  Heaven  with  Patience,  Humility,  and  Rcfigna- 
ficn.     This  Man  was  to  die  at  Ten  Years  end,    unlefs  he 
c»  u!d  bring  to  pal's  a  Thing  impoffible.     Now  fooner  or  hter, 
^u  d  which  of  the  Two  is  uncertain)  we  are  all  of  us  to  die. 
W'\\y  arc  we  not  as  follicitous  now  for  the  Certainty  of  the 
Tri'n^,    as  for  the   Appointment  of  the  Time,    when  a 
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Thoufand  Accidents  may  inteqx>fe  to  divert  the  one,  and 
the  other  is  wholly  inevitable  ? 


F  A  B.  3  64.     A  Weft  and  Cpfplianp* 

TO  Morrow  (fays  the  Curate)  is  to  be  celebi^ted 
the  JFcaft  of  Epiphany  ;  I  do  oot  know  whether 
the  Saint  be  a  Man  or  a  Woman ;  but  the  Day  how- 
ever is  to  be  obferv*d  with  great  Solemnity. 

The  Moral. 

TTie  SiUlnefs  of  the  Perfon  does  not  at  all  derogate  from  the  Dig" 
nity  of  bis  CharaSfer  and  CpmmiJJion, 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  is  a  dry  Fable,  and  there's  nothing  to  be  gotten  out 
of  it  but  by  fqueezing.     It  may  pafs  however  with  a  little 
Force,  for  a  Reproach  upon  the  Ignorance  of  many  People 
in  their  own  Trade,  provided  always  that  there  be  no  Reflec- 
tion upon  the  Profeffion  itfelf,  which  is  but  too  much  the 
Pradice  of  looie  Men  and  of  Troublefome  Times ;   as  if  the 
Conmiiffion  were  to  blame  for  the  Perfon's  (ake  that  abufcs 
it.     There  are  Men  of  all  forts.  Good  and  Bad,  in  all  Func- 
tions and  Societies :  And  the  Order,  or  the  Office,  is  never 
the  worfe  for  the  Failings  of  an  111,  or  a  weak  Man  that  has 
the  Execution  of  it.     It  was  well  turn'd  by  Mr.  Selden  upon 
an  Alderman  in  the  Long-Long  Parliament,  on  the  Subjeft 
of  Epifcopacy.     Mr.  Speaker,  (ays  the  Alderman,  There  are 
feme  Clamours  againjl  fuch  and  fucb  of  the  Prelates^  that  we 
Jhali  never  be  quiet  till  we  have  no  mere  Bijhops.     Mr.  SeUem 
upon  this,  informs  the  Houfe,  what  grievous  Complaints  there 
were  for  High  Mifdemeanors  againft  fuch  and  fuch  Alder- 
men, and  therefore,  fays  he,  by  a  Parity  of  Reafon,  it  is  my 
Humble  Motion  that  we   may    have  no  more  Aldermen. 
Here  was  the  Fault  transferred  to  the  Office,  which  is  a  dan- 
gerous Error ;  for  not  only  Government,  but  Human  Socie- 
ty itfelf  may  be  diflblved  by  the   fame  Argument,    if  the 
Frailties  or  Corruptions  of  particular  Men  fhall  be  reveng'd 
upon  the  whole. 

Fab. 
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Fab.  365.    A  CaDctn Reclumfnsp  paid witfai  I  \ 

AHiiDffY  Traveller   ftept  into  an   Eadng-Hooie 
for  his  Dinner,  and  when  he  had  filled  hfi  td- 
W^  mine  HcA  broi^t  him  his  Reckoning.    Wd, 
&ys  the  TiaveUer,  I  muft  e'en  pay  you  with  a  Soog 
now  ;  for  I  have  no€  one  Fenny  of  Money.     TVidxr 
told  him  in  fhort,  that  his  Bufinefi  was  Money,  not 
Mufick.    But  what  if  I  fhould  ^ve  you  a  Sof  yet^ 
diat  ihall  Content  you  ?    (fays  the  Man  again)  WiS 
you  not  take  that   for  Sati^a£tion?    Yes,    &ys  Ac 
Victualler,  If  I  like  it    So  he  fell  to  fuiglng  I  know 
not  how  many  Songs   one  after  another  ;    but  the 
Mafter  told  him  in  one  Word,  that  Songs  wouki  p^ 
no  Scores  where  he  had  to  da      Well    (fays  the 
Song^er)  let  me  try  but  once  more  now^  and- 1  fhaB 
gp  near  to  fit  ye.    So  he  todc  out  his  Pdrfb  as  if  he 
would  open  it,  and  at  the  fame  time  fung  him  a  Song 
vnth  this  Bot  to't.  Out  iviib  your  Purfe  and  pay  jowr 
H^.    How  d*ye  like  this  now  ?  (lays  the  Traveller !) 
Gh  very  well,  fays  mine  Hoft.     Why  I  thought  I 
fhould  nt  you  at  laft  with  a  Song  that  would  pleale 
you,  quoth  the  other,  and  fo  he  went  away. 

The  MoR  AL. 

There  arefome  ways  of  Fooling^  that  do  the  Bufnefs  of  SHU  and 
Addrefs. 

REFLECTION. 

THE  Conceited  Sharper  here  in  the  Fable,  fcts  forth  the 
Humour  and  Chamber  of  the  Spunging  Bufibons  that  a  Man 
meets  every  Day  in  his  Porridgc-Difh ;  that  is  to  fay,  in 
Courts,  and  at  Great  Mens  Tables,  as  well  as  clfewhere. 
Thefe  fame  Jac-PudJing  Smcll-Feafts  are  certainly  the  moft 
Defpicable  Creatures  under  the  Sun,  unlcfs  perh::->s  their  Pa- 
trons that  proteft  and  encourage  them  may  be  the  more  Con- 
temptible Wretches  of  the  two.     They  make  Fooling  their 

X  Bus'ne(s 


PoGGius's  Fables.     ^IJj 

^^ — 

fius'nels  and  their  Liyelihood,  and  live  like  IzJani  ShntSf 
hy  (hewing  Tricks  for  Bread.  They  turn  Converiktien  in- 
to a  direct  Farce :  Their  Wit  is  either  Scurrilous  or  Prothyv 
i^hich  they  manage  at  fuch  a  rate,  as  if  Human  Reaibn  wex« 
a  Faculty  only  to  make  Sport  withaL 


Fab«  366.    A  JTrter,  a  lafclt,  and  a  WisK. 

A  Certain  Mendicant  (one  of  thofe  that  b^  in  the 
Name  of  St.  Antbotr/)  contrafted  with  a  Coun- 
tFy-FeUow  for  fuch  a  Quantity  of  Corn  to  Eniiire  his 
Sheep  and  his  Husban^  for  that  Year.  The  Man 
depended  io  abiblutely  upon  his  Security,  that  he 
cTlen  left  the  Sheep  to  look  after  themfdves ;  and  the 
W(Jf  pick'd  up  I  Know  not  how  many  of  them.  This 
raft  on  till  the  Holy  Brother  came  for  his  next  Year^ 
Provifion.  Yes,  fays  the  Clown,  You're  a  Trufty 
Spark  indeed,  to  take  Charge  of  my  Sheep,  and  then 
let  the  ff^olf  eat  them  all  up ;  your  Proniifes  are  not 
worth  a  Fart,  and  PU  have  no  more  to  do  with  ypu. 
Ah!  that  fame  Villainous  ff^olf^  fays  the  Religiws! 
Indeed,  you  muft  have  a  care  of  him  *,  for  he's  e^en  & 
wicked  a  Beaft,  that  he  fhall  not  only  deceive  St.  y&- 
tb(my^  but  St  Antbotrf'^%  Mafter  himfelf  too,  if  he  had  it 
in  his  Power. 

The  Moral. 

All  Promifes  are  either  broken  or  kepu 

REFLECTION. 

HERE'S  a  Reproof  to  all  Religious  Cheats  and  Im^ftures, 
that  promife  more  than  they  are  able  to  perform,  and  Preach 
thofe  DoArincs  to  thdr  Difciples,  which  they  do  not  Believe 
tbemfelves.  When  Church-men  come  once  to  be  mercenary, 
and  to  proftitute  the  Truth  for  Money,  no  wonder,  after  their 
Example,  if  the  Laity  govern  their  Confcicnces  too  by  tlie  lame 
Mcafure.  It  makes  Religion  look  liker  a  Trade,  or  a  Contri- 
vance of  State,  than  a  divine  Infpiration :  nay,  it  ftaggers  People 
in  the  very  Foundations  of  their  Faith,  to  fee  Miniftcrs  at  Va* 
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riance  with  themfelves,  and  the  Pulpits  chauiging  with  tte 
Times,  and  Paradoxing  upon  the  Gofpel.  Holy  Men  teach  in 
their  Lives,  as  well  as  with  their  Lips;  and  It  draws  an  Irre- 
verence upon  the  Fundion,  where  the  one  bears  a  Contradidi- 
on  to  the  other.  There  muft  be  no  preaching  of  Salvation  one 
Day,  and  Damnation  another,  upon  one  and  the  iame  Text. 
There  are  Quacks  in  Divinity,  as  well  as  in  Phyfick,  and  Pre- 
tenders to  the  Abfolving  of  all  Sins,  as  well  as  to  Remediei 
for  all  Difeafes.  J^wt  the  Curate  went  beyond  hb  Province^ 
when  he  ftretch'd  his  Patent  for  the  Cure  of  Souls,  to  a  kind 
of  a  Tutelary  Guardianlhip  over  Goods  and  Chattels.  When 
fuch  an  Impoftor  has  once  forfeited  the  Credit  of  his  Docbine^ 
'tis  a  flirewd  Temptation  to  his  Difclples  to  queftion  the  verj 
Authority  of  his  Qommiffion,  and  to  take  the  Stories  he  tdb 
*cm  of  the  next  World,  to  be  no  better  than  a  Trick  of 
Spiriting  Men  away  into  a  Fool's  Paradife:  But  when  he 
Gomes  once  to  be  deteAed,  he  has  either  the  Ifiif  or  the 
Devil  to  bring  him  off  again. 


F  A  B.  367.     A  Tjiplitit  and  a  %{t\i  (T9am 

APrieft  that  was  willing  to  give  a  Sick  Alan  a  Word 
of  Comfort  in  his  Extreme  MiJery,  told  him, 
Jiat  whom  the  Lord  loves  he  chajlens.  *Tis  no  wonder 
he  has  lb  few  Faithful  Servants  tlien,  lays  the  Poor 
Man ;  and  Pm  afraid  hcMl  c*en  have  Fewer  if  lie  goes 
this  way  to  work. 

The  Moral. 

Ignorance  is  fome  fort  of  Excufe^  for  a  Man  that  fpeaks  sr  d:ft 
an  ill  Thingy  luitb  a  good  Inteution^  or  without  IJndcrjlanding 
that  he  does  or  fays  amif . 

REFLECTION. 

A  Man  (hould  no  more  commit  fuch  a  Freak  as  this  is,  to  the 
Publick,  witliout  fomewhat  of  a  Caution  or  Controul  upon't, 
than  he  would  throw  Rats-bane  up  and  down  a  Houfc  where 
Children  and  Fools  might  come  at  it :  For  there  arc  Liquoriih 
and  Inconfidcratc Readers,  as  well  ?js  Children,  and  theone  is  in 
as  much  Danger  of  miftaking  Evil  for  Good,  a?  the  other  is  of 
taking  a  Dofc  of  Mercury^  for  a  Sweetmeat.  As  for  Example, 
I  here's 
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here's  a  lewd  Atheiftical  Fancy  exposed  at  nuidom,  which 
fome  People  will  be  forward  enough  to  take,  as  it  ftands,  Unr 
correAed,  for  a  very  fine  thing  (aid,  and  by  that  means  give 
Ibme  fort  of  Repuution  to  a  Liberty  that  is  not  upon  any 
terms  to  be  endured.  Now  we  are  in  Charity  to  preliiaie^ 
that  the  Author  never  intended  this  extravagant  Infbince  for 
a  Precedent ;  and  therefore  the  linperfedtion  of  the  Fable^ 
tnuft  be  help'd  out  by  fome  pertinent  Application  of  it  in  an 
Inftnidive  Moral. 

The  Dodrine  that  arifes  from  this  Text,  will  fall  under 
the  Topick  of  the  G'overTimmt  ofthi  Tongue^  and  reach  in  the 
Latitude,  to  all  the  Tranfports  and  Excef&s  of  that  Unruly 
Member :  As  Blafphemy,  Calumny,  Scurrility,  Profanenefs, 
Falfe,  Vain,  and  Evil  fpeaking,  and  the  like ;  which  are  all 
naturally  enoi^  reducible  to  the  fame  Head,  as  they  do 
efl^ftuaUy  proceed  from  the  fame  Root.  He  that  has  gotten 
a  Habit  of  lettihg  hii  Tongue  run  before  his  Wit,  will  rather 
fefe  his  Honour  or  his  Friend,  than  hb  Jefl ;  nay^  and  venturd 
his  Salvation  over  and  above  too,  into  the  Bargain.  As  in 
the  Cafe  here  before  us,  where  we  have  a  Libertine  fooling 
even  in  his  Lafl  Agonies,  with  a  Witticifm  betwixt  his 
Teeth,  without  any  regard  to  the  Circumflances  of  Sobrietjr 
and  Confcience.  But  this  is  a  Wickednefc  only  for  Profli- 
gates and  Mad-men  to  make  fport  with,  and  Men  cf  betteJr 
Senfe  to  tremble  at :  For  there  mufl  be  no  Quibbling  and 
Trifling  with  the  M^efly  and  Judgments  of  the  Almighty. 


Fa  B.  368.  A  P()pfician  that  Cur'd spaU-^^en* 

THerc  was  a  Phyfician  in  Milan^  that  took  upon 
him  to  Cure  Mad-Men,  and  his  way  was  this : 
They  were  ty*d  Naked  to  a  Stake^  and  then  fet  up- 
right in  a  Nafty  Puddle,  Deeper  or  Shallower,  accord- 
ing to  the  Degree  of  the  Diltemper  -,  and  there  to 
continue,  till  betwixt  Cold  and  Hunger,  they  might  be 
brouglit  to  their  Wits  again.  There  was  one  among 
the  reft,  that  after  Fifteen  Days  Soaking,  begivn  to 
fhew  fome  Signs  of  Amendment  -,  and  fo  got  leave  of 
the  Keeper  for  the  Liberty  of  the  Court  and  the  Houfe, 
upon  Condition  not  to  fct  Foot  over  the  Thrdhoid  of 
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the  Street-doors.     He  paft  his  Promifc,    and  wa$« 
good  as  his  Word. 

As  he  was  Handing  one  Day  at  the  Outer-Gate^  Jl 
there  came  a  Fdkner  riding  by  with  his  Kites  and  hk 
Curs,  and  all  his  Ilawking-Trade  about  him.  Hcaik 
ye,  Sir,  (ays  the  Mad-Man,  a  Word  with  you  j  and 
(q  he  fell  to  afking  him  Twenty  Idle  QueftioBi 
What  was  /to,  and. what  was  ihatj  and  t'other?  And 
what  was  all  this  good  for  ?  and  the  like.  The  Gen- 
tleman gave  him  Anfwer  to  every  thing  in  Form.  M 
for  Example,  This  that  J  Ride  up<m  (fays  he)  /fi 
Horfe,  that  I  keep  for  my  Sport ;  and  this  Bird  upen  tf 
Fiji  is  a  Hawk,  that  catches  me  Snails  and  Partrid^t] 
end  thofe  Dogs  are  Spaniels  to  fpring  my  Game.  ThaA 
well,  fays  the  Fool ;  and  what  may  all  the  Birds  br 
worth  now,  that  you  catch  in  a  Twelvemonth  ?  Whfi 
it  may  be,  fortie  Ten  or  Fifteen  Pomtdsj  perhaps,  fiji 
toother.  Ay,  but  (fays  the  Mad  Fdlow  again)  irti 
may  all  your  Hanvks,  Dogs^  and  Horfes  coft  you  in  I 
Year  ?  Some  Fifteen  times  as  nmchy  perchance^  lays  de  |( 
Falhier.  Get  you  out  of  the  way  then  immediarif 
(cries  the  Fool)  before  our  Dodlor  gets  fight  of  yoo: 
For  if  he  fowc'd  me  up  to  the  Middle  in  the  Piont^ 
youMl  be  in,  as  fure  as  a  Gun,  up  to  the  Ears,  if  be 
cin  but  fet  Eye  on  yc. 

The  Moral, 

Evn-y  Man  living  is  Mad  in  fome  refpcSi  or  other j  ani  if 
Dolors  themfelves  as  mad  as  the  Patients, 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  Story  gives  us  to  underfland  in  the  Apfdication  rf 
it,  that  there  arc  more  Mad-Men  out  of  Bedlam  tlicnin't; 
and  that  according  to  Hwace^  we  arc  all  Mad,  every  Mother'* 
Child  of  us,  more  or  lefs ;  and  therefore  'tis  but  Neighbourlf 
Juftice  for  one  Mad-Man  to  bear  with  another.  'Twasiwl  \ 
enough  faid  of  a  Fellow  in  a  Mad-Houfc,  that  ^'as  askM  in 
the  Interval  of  his  Di{!cmper,  how  he  came  to  be  that? 
Whv^  fays  he.  The  Aiad  Folks  abroad  are  too  many  for  «,  ^ 
fo  tpey  have  majicr^d  all  the  Sober  PeofU^  eind  Covfd  'm  ^ 
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f.  Thcrc's^  an  Alienation  of  Mind  in  the  Moral,  as  well 
n  the  Phyfical  Acceptation  of  the  Expreflion  ;  and  hc*s  as 
jd  a  Man  that  abuies  his  Reafon  as  he  tliat  has  loft  the 
crcifc  of  it :  Bcfide  that,  there's  as  great  a  Divcrfity  o( 
ak  and  Extravagancy  in  the  one  Senfe  as  in  the  other ; 

they  have  their  Paroxyfins  and  their  Intcrmiflions  botH 
:c.  Every  Miin  living,  in  fine,  has  his  weak  Side ;  and 
but  ftriking  the  right  Vein,  to  fet  the  Humour  a  working, 
rhc  General  Dodrine  of  this  Parable,  we  find  fuhim'd  up 
H  very  few  Words  here  j  that  is  to  &y,  he  that  eagerly 
flies  any  thing,  and  gives  more  for*t  than  it  is  worth,  is 
better  than  a  Mad-Man^  Now  the  way  to  make  a  true 
imate  both  of  the  Price  and  of  the  Purchafe,  is  only  to 
rhe  one  againft  the  other,  and  fo  to  Ballance  the  Account, 
e  Maa^s  Head  runs  Riot  upon  Hawks,  Hounds,  Dice, 
lis.  Drinking,  Revelling,  and  for  Brevity  fake,  we  may 
1  take  in  the  whole  Roll  of  good-natur'd  Sins  and  Plea- 
ds, (if  I  may  pall  them  fo)  that  may  fcrve  to  gratify  l 
fiial  Appetite.  Let  a  Man  confider  now  the  Time,  Moneys 
^  Labour,  and  Vexation  that  this  Wild-Goofc  Chafe  lias 
:  him,  and  then  fay  to  himfelf  on  the  other  hand,  what  have 
c^tten  to  anfwer  all  this  Expence,  but  the  l-rocfe.  Giddy 
^kk  of  a  few  Mad  Hourd,  attended  with  Cla^,  Gouts, 
Infamy,  Be^ry,  Naufeous  Qualms,  Surfeiting  Sa- 
Anxiety  of  Thought  and  Confciencc,  and  all  attend- 
Btrith  the  Anguifh  of  a  Late  and  Unprofitable  Repentance 
^lie  Conclufion?  And  it  is  the  fame  thing  too  v/ith  the 
Lbolical  Tranfports  of  Ambition,  Pride,  Envy^  Revenge,^ 

the  like ;  over  and  above  the  irreparable  Lofs  of  a  thou- 
1  BlefTed  Opportunities,  to  the  extreme  Hazard  of  Eternity 
df.  When  'tis  come  to  this  once,  there's  no  way  but  the 
floras  Difcipline ;  that  is  to  fay.  Mortification  and  AffUc- 
^  to  bring  us  to  our  felves  again. 


^  B.  3 69.     A  CountrpiFcIIOtD   Climbing  a 

Crch 

L  Country- Fellow  got  an  urilucky  Tumble  from 
V  a  Tree :  W^hy,  this  'tis  (lays  a  Paffcngpr)  when 
^le  will  be  doing  things  Hand  over  Head,  without 
kcr  Fear  or  Wit :  Now  could  I  have  taught  you  a 
^y  to  climb  a  Thoufimd  Trees,  and  never  hun  your 

C  c  2  fclf 
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One  that  had  loft  his  30onz^  and 

€loeii!]Gi  at  ISHav, 

'  tint  had  loft  his  Afoney  and  Cloaths  at 

\  flood  fniv'ling  at  a  Tavern  Door  to  thhik- 

\  become  of  him.    One  of  his  Acquaintance 

,  and  asii'd  him  what  he  Cry'd  for  ?  For 

How  come  you  to  cry  then,  &ys 

I  have  nothing  to  Trouble  you  ?  Why,, 

\  Rcafon,  fiys  he,  becaufe  I  have  Nothing. 

;  took  it,  that  he  had  no  Reafon  to  Cry  -, 

r  racmt,  that  he  Cry'd  becaufe  he  had 

liim. 

The  Mo  R  A  L. 
9n^ivt  as  Prettpti  j  the  oni  fi)eu/s  m  what 
f  and  the  etbtr  what  m  art. 

;  F  L  E  C  T  I  O  N. 

c  better  than  the  Ctiildrens  Phy  of 

i  tlio*  the  Conceit,  I  know,  U  celebrated 

r  the  Ancients.     The  Money  and 

B  purpole  to  make  way  for  the  JefV ; 

It  his  Book  into  the  River,  off  of 

\itdgt:  What's  that,  fuys  one  of  his 

K  puffing  by  \  Alas,  fays  t'other,  'tis 

as  "Jttfiin,     We  may  obfcrve  from 

[en  take  to  make  themfclves  Ridi- 

lay  improve  a  Coxcomb  as  well  as 

ir  learn  farther,  that  Mtn  do  net  iiitrw 

l^wben  th^  have  cnougih  ;  but  fLiit 

mid  half  Hang  tliemfelves  at  bft, 

in.     It  may  be  another  Note  tco, 

letting  in  Cafes  of  Diftrefi. :  So  that 

1  aU  over.     Upon  the  whole,  the 

s  very  Back-fide,  and  tlien  Cries  ; 

jfcnow,  than  the  layir.g  of  a  Train 

/  Head  and  Shoulder^  ihc  mifeiabl? 

'  upon  Natbing, 


Cc  3 


Fab. 
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ielf  with  a  Fall.  Alas,  lay*s  t*othcr,  the  Advice 
too  late  for  this  Bout ;  but  let's  have  it  however, 
body  may  be  the  better.  fi>r*t  another  time.  WTj; 
(lays  the  Traveller)  Hu  muft  have  a  asre  fmr  tbe  ] 
nvbenrjer  ytm  Climb  atutber  Tree^  thai  jau  amw 
down  than  you  went  up. 

The  Moral. 

Dd  Nothing  raftyfy. 

REFLECTION. 

' TtS  good  Counfel  rather  to  take  Time  and  Leifu: 
hiattcrs  that  will  bear  it,  than  to  \xnture  Neck  and  All 
overmuch  Hafte. 

All  rafh  and  afpiring  Humours,  (all  under  the  Rqic 
this  Moral :  For  there  are  Climbers  in  State,  as  wcD 
Woods  and  Orchards ;  and  Favourites  run  as  great  a  ritj 
mounting  to  Honours,  Charges,  and  Preferments,  i 
Fellow  did  here  in  Climbing  an  Apple-Tree,  Their  B 
commonhr  Gentle  and  Step  bv  Step ;  but  when  thejr'it 
up,  they  re  in  danger  of  falling  down  again  by  their 
Weight :  Wherefore  Slow  and  Sure  in  thefe  Cafts,  ^ 
Counfel.  '7'is  a  Roguy  kind  of  a  Saying,  that  Htth 
be  Rich  before  Nighty  may  be  han^d  before  Noon.  H^il 
arc  flippcry,  and  it  turns  the  very  Brain  of  a  Man  t0 
down  from  *em.  He  that  firft  callM  Experience  the  it 
of  Fools,  might  at  the  fame  time  have  tcld  us  upon  thcC 
fition,  that  Nature  is  the  Mijirefs  oflVife  Men :  Only  di 
looks  forward  from  the  Caufes  into  the  Efllcds,  a» 
other  traces  the  Truth,  and  the  Rcafon  of  Things  haicb 
from  the  IlfFcSs  up  to  their  Caufes.  That  is  to  fay,  A 
teaches  us  Wit,  by  (hewing  us  where  ^*e  play'd  the  ] 
and  the  otlier  teaci.es  us  Wit,  by  keeping  us  be(bre-han(! 
playing  the  Fool  at  all.  To  apply  this  Moral  to  the 
now,  the  Strefs  of  it  rcfts  upon  the  Matter  of  Forefigfit 
After-Wit  j  and  the  Doftrinc  tells  us,  that  he  that  wan 
one,  mult  make  his  bcil  of  the  other :  This  was  tbe 
Cafe  of  the  Man  in  the  Orchard  here,  before  and  afe 
Fall.  Now  Nature  docs  nothing  by  Starts  and  LeapSy 
a  Hurry,  as  y.^  fay ;  but  all  her  Motions  are  Gradual 
giihr,  and  without  Noife ;  which  mav  fcrAc  us  for  a  I 
and  a  Precedent,  not  to  do  any  tliii^  Raihlv, 
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5.  370.    One  that  had  loft  his  90OtiZ^  and 

Cloati)^  at  piap^ 

Fellow  that  had  loft  Iiis  Money  and  Cloaths  at 
Plaj/j  ftood  fniv'ling  at  a  Tavern  Dpor  to  think, 
would  become  of  him.  One  of  his  Acquaintance 
:  to  him,  and  ask'd  him  what  he  Cry*d  for  ?  For 
^»^>  fays  he.  How  come  you « to  ay  then,  lays 
cr,  if  you  have  nothing  to  Trouble  you?  Why^ 
hat  very  Reafon,  fays  he,  becaufe  I  have  Nothings 
'  the  one  took  it,  that  he  had  no  Reafon  to  Cry  ; 
the  other  meant,   that  he  CryM  bccaufc  he  had 


ling  left  him. 


The  Moral. 


ons  are  as  Jnjiru£live  as  Precepts  ;  the  one  Jhtivs  us  what 
are  not  to  doj  and  the  other  what  we  are. 

REFLECTION. 

[IIS  Quirk  is  little  better  than  the  Ctiildrens  Play  of 
!^  mf.  Riddle  we^  tho'  the  Conceit,  I  know,  is  celebrate4 
g  the  Apophthegms  of  the  Ancients.  The  Mon^  and 
)loaths  were  Loft  on  purpofe  to  make  way  for  the  Je;ft ; 
e  Gentleman  dro(>t  his  Book  into  the  River,  off  of 
Uin-Bridge  in  Cambridge:  What's  that,  (ays  one  of  his 
aintance  that  was  paifing  by  ?  Alas,  fays  t'other,  'tis 
In ;  now  the  Book  was  Jufiin.  We  may  obferve  from 
r,  w^iat  Pains  ibme  Men  take  to  make  themfelves  Ridi- 
IS,  and  that  Study  may  improve  a  Coxcomb  as  well  as 
loibpber.    We  may  learn  farther,  that  Men  do  not  knew 

they  are  welt^  nor  when  they  have  enough ;  but  {Lift 
fquander  till  they  would  half  Hang  themfelves  at  laft^, 

where  they  were  again.  It  may  be  another  Note  tco, 
rnreafonablenefs  of  Jetting  in  Cafes  of  Diftrefs  :  So  that 
*igure  at  laft  is.  Fool  aU  over.  Upon  the  whole,  the 
w  Plays,  and  loies  his  ytry  B^k-fide,  and  then  Gries  : 
what  is  all  this  more  now,  than  the  laying  of  a  Train 
he  bringing  in  by  Head  and  Shoulders  the  miferable 
:eit  of  Nothing  upon  Nothing. 

Cc  3  Fab. 
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F  A  B.  3  7 1 .    A  OSlinkatH  Buying  of  ffiEI||Cat 

UPon  a  time  when  there  was  an  Extreme  Scarcity  of 
Corn  in  Florence^  a  Poor  WrctxJi  with  Otu  Ejt 
was  lent  to  the  Market  with  a  great  Sack,  to  buy  fud 
a  Provifion  of  Wheat :  He  goes  to  the  Com-Mcfdjmt, 
and  asks  him  the  Price  of  lb  many  Meaiurcs.  "Wky, 
fiiys  he,  one  of  thcfe  Meafures  is  as  much  as 'one 
of  your  Eyes  is  worth  (meaning  that  Wheat  iw 
Tcry  Dear.)  Why  then,  cries  an  unlucky  Wag,  dnt 
ftood  by  there,  a  lefe  Bag,  methinks,  mi^t  haic 
fcrv*d  your  Turn,  for  One  of  thofe  Meafures  is  as 
piuch  as  you  are  able  to  pay  for. 

The  Moral. 

jf  "Jeering  Buffoon  is  the  common  Enewy  rf  AtanJdad, 

REFLECTION. 

IT  is  a  high  Point  of  111  Nature  and  111  Manners,  to  imk 
jSport  with  any  Man's  Imperfcftions,  that  he  cannot  hdp: 
And  it  holds  as  well  too  in  the  Cafe  of  our  Misfortunes, 
if  we  have  not  brought  them  upon  our  fclves  bv  our  own 
Fault.  *Tis  enough,  where  any  Thing  of  this  falls  out  one 
way  or  t'other,  thr»t  Providence  and  Nature  will  have  it  fo: 
But  Intemperate  Wits  will  fpare  neither  Friend  nor  Foe ; 
and  make  themfelves  ihe  common  Enemies  of  Mankind, 
Men  that  are  given  to  this  Licentious  Humour  of  icoffingii 
Perfcnal  Blcmifhes  and  Defers,  fhould  do  well  methinks  tt' 
look  into  themfelves  a  little,  and  begin  their  AnimadveriG- 
pns  at  Home ;  for  which  is  the  Greater  Scandal,  the  want  of 
Charity,  Modefty,  Humanity;  or  the  want  of  an  Eye?  Tii 
the  Reafonablc  Soul  that  makes  the  Man,  not  the  Body ;  ani 
9  Deformity  in  the  nobler  Part  is  Ten  Thoufand  Times  moit 
liable  to  Reproach,  than  an  Imperfection  in  the  other.  We 
are  not  anfwerable  for  our  Perions,  but  for  our  Manners  wt 
are.  The  Scorner  (hould  do  well  alfo  to  conflder  upon  the 
Sight  of  a  CripiJe,  or  a  Monfter,  that  it  was  only  the  diftin- 
guifhing  Mercy  of  Heaven  that  kept  him  from  being  onecooi 
Jind  not  render  himfclf  by  his  Ingratitude  the  more  abomina- 
UcMonftcrof  tlicTwo.  The  Boy,  in  fine,  did  very  111,  and 

It 
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if  he  had  but  been  foundly  whipt  for*t,  it  would  have  perfccled 
]  the  Mondity  of  the  Fable. 


f 


,    Fab.  372.  A  C0imtr?4lian  with  his  Z1[£0^ 

ACcunlry-man  that  had  beai  at  Market  wiih  his 
Corn,  and  was  driving  his  J/Jes  Home  again, 
mounted  one  of  the  Beft  of  them  to  cafe  himfelf : 
When  he  was  up,  he  fell  to  Countings  and  ib  kcpn 
Telling  them  over  and  ever  all  the  Way  he  went, 
but  ftill  wanted  one  of  his  Number.  Upon  thU, 
away  he  goes  to  the  Market-Town,  whence  he  came, 
(a  matter  of  Seven  Miles  off,  back  again,  enquiring 
of  all  he  met,  if  any  Body  had  icen  his  yip.  He 
could  learn  no  Tidings  of  him,  and  fo  i-  ome  he 
went,  late  at  Night,  as  arrant  a  Fool,  as  he  let  our. 
The  Loft  went  to  the  Heart  of  him  ;  but  upon  A- 
lighting,  and  his  Wife's  giving  him  the  Hint^  he  fi^und 
his  Beaft  again,  tayd  tlmt  the  y^  he  rode  upon  was 
•  "^brgot  in  the  Reckoning. 

The  Mo  R  A  L. 

[  ^e  Butcher  looked  for  his  Knife  when  he  had  it  in  his  Mouthy 

REFLECTION. 

'T I S  many  a  Mjin's  Cafe  to  fancy  that  he  wants  what  in 
Truth  he  has ;  and  then  to  tire  faiflifdf  out  with  Hunting 
-after  it  abroad,  when  he  carries  it  about  him  all  this  while, 
and  may  have  it  better  cheap  at  Home.  X^^  bare  Suppofal  of 
one  Petty  Lofs,  makes  us  unthankful  for  all  that's  left.  We 
arc  naturally  apt  to  think  our  felvcs  Miferable,  and  the  very 
thinking  fo,  makes  us  fo.  This  Conceit  puts  us  upon  the 
Ramble  up  and  down  for  Relief,  (and  all  in  vain  too,)  'till 
very  Wearinefs  brings  us  as  laft  to  our  fclves  again,  where 
we  find  the  Jfs  we  fought  for,  and  the  Cure  of  all  our  Mis* 
fortunes  in  our  own  Breafts.  A  Man  may  be  fo  intent  up- 
on one  Thing,  as  to  heed  nothing  elfe,  as  he  that  fpent  half 
%  Day  to  look  for  his  odd  Stocking,  when  he  had  them  both 
upon  a  Leg. 

Cc  4  Faq^ 
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?A6.  373,    A  ^Hn  that  oairied  his  ]^taq| 

to  £afe  his  Ojtem 

A  Pea/ant  that  had  PlowVl  himfelf  and  his  On 
quite  a-weaiy,*  n^ountcd  an  jfji^  vidi  tk 
jP/i^cr^^  before  him,  and  lent  the  Qxen  to  Dam: 
The  poor  Afsj  he  found,  was  ready  to  fink'  oodff 
the  Load,  ahd  fo  he  took  up  the  Phugb  andUik 
upon  his  own  Shoulders.  Now,  fays  he  to  thci^Si 
Thou  may^  carry  Me  well  enough,  when  I  cany  ic 
Tlmgh. 

■ 

The  Moral. 

^omi  Brutt^AmmaU^   have  man  Underjiaudk^  thorn  Jimt  MtL 

REFLECTION. 

MAN  and  Wife  arc  in  many  Cafes  the  P^j^^hmiiIki^ 
fnd  his  j^;  they  thipk  to  Eafe  one  another,  not  confident 
that  what  either  of  them  bears,  is  a  common  Burden  t9  bodu 
There  was  a  Fudling  Couple  that  fold  Ale,  and  their  HuiDOitf 
was  to  Drink  Drunk  Hand  to  Fift^  upon  their  own  Liquor  i 
They  laid  down  their  Club  for  what  they  had,  and  thb  they 
call'd  Forcing  a  Trade.     Now,  fo  long  as  the  Tipple  was  paid 
for,  all  went  merrily  on,  they  thought,  without  fo  much  as 
Dreaming  that  'twas  their  own  Coft.     'Tis  much  thereabouts 
betwixt  Rulers  and  Subjefls  :    The  Prince  may  carry  the 
Pbugh  perhaps,  but  the  Weight  of  both  Plough  and  Prince 
lies  upon  the  Peoples  Shoulders. 
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Fab.  374.    A FojC 4nd ia  Cajt; 

THcre  was  a  Qucftion  ftarted  betwixt  a  Fox  and 
a  Cal ;  which  of  the  Two  could  n^ike  die  beft 
Shift  in  the  World  if  they  were  put  to  a 
Pinch.  For  my  oWn  Part  (lays  Reynard)  when  the 
worft  comes  to  the  woiil',  I  have  a  whole  Budget  of 
Tricks  to  come  off  with  at  laft.  At  that  very  Inflantt 
up  comes  a  Pack  of  Dogs  full  cry  toward^  them.  The 
Col  prefendy  takes  a  Tree,  and  fees  the  poor  Fox  torn 
DO  Pieces  upon  the  very  Spot  Well,  lays  Fuji  to  her 
(elf.  One  iiire  Trick,  I  find,  is  better  than  a  Hundred 
Qippery  ones. 

* 

The  Moral, 

Nature  has  provided  better  for  uSj    than  we  could  have  done  fir 
wrfehes. 

REFLECTION. 

ONE  Double  PraAice  may  be  difappointed  by  another ; 
but  the  Gifts  of  Nature  are  beyond  all  the  Shams  and  Shufflei 
in  the  World.  There's  as  much  Difference  between  Craft  and 
Wifdom,  as  there  is  betwixt  Philofophy  and  Slight  of  Hand. 
Shifting  and  Shuffling  nviy  ferve  for  a  Time>  but  Truth  and 
Simplicity  will  moft  ceruinly  carry  it  at  the  Long-run.  When 
a  Man  of  Trick  comes  once  to  be  detefbd,  he's  Loft,  even  to 
all  Intents  and  Purpofes :  Not  but  that  one  Invention  may  in 
ibme  Cafes  be  hondlly  Countermin'd  with  another.  Butthk 
is  to  be  laid  upon  th^  whole  Matter,  That  Nature  provides 
better  for  \is^  than  we  can  do  for  our  felves ;  and  iftftruAs  every 
Creature  more  or  leis,  how  to  fliift  fipr  it  felf  in  Caies  of  ordi- 
nary Danger.  Some  bring  themfelves  off  by  their  Wing^ 
others  by  their  Heels,  Craft,  or  Strength.  Some  have  their  Cells 
or  Hiding  Places  9  and  upon  the  Upfliot,  thev  do  more  by  Vir- 
tue of  a  Common  lulKnA  toward  their  own  rrelervauon,  than 

if 
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if  they  had  the  whole  College  of  the  Virtuoft  for  their  AdvifeR. 
It  was  Nature  in  fine,  that  brought  oft'  the  Caty  when  the 
Ftx^s  whole  Budget  of  Inventions  faiTd  him. 


Fab.  375,     The  DaitCillff  Speg^ 

A  Certain  ^Egyptian  King  cndow'd  a  Dancing' 
School  for  the  Inftitution  of  Jfpes  of  .^udHtyt 
And  when  they  can>e  to  be  perfcft  in  their  Leflbns, 
they  were  Drcfs'd  up  after  the  bcft  Manner,  and  lb 
brought  forth  for  a  Spe6bide  upon  the  Stage.  As 
they  were  in  the  middle  of  their  Gambois,  fixnc 
Body  threw  a  Handful  of  Aj^les  anxmg  them,  tiiai 
&t  them  preiendy  together  by  the  Ears  upon  the 
Scramble,  without  any  Regard  in  the  Worid  to  tbi 
Bufineis  in  Hand,  or  to  the  Dignity  of  their  Eda* 
cationL 

ff 

The  Moral. 

Tit  Force  of  Nature  is  infinitely  beyond  that  of  DifcipUne  axi 
Imitation. 

REFLECTION. 

MEN  have  their  weak  Sides  as  well  as  ^pes^  and  it  is  no( 
in  the  Power  of  Study  and  Difcipline  to  extinguiffa  Natuial 
Inclinations;  no,  not  fo  much  as  to  conceal  Them  for  any 
Jong  tiipt,  but  they'll  be  breaking  out  now  and  then  by  Starts 
and  Surprizes,  and  difcover  thcmfelvcs.  The  Apa 
taught  their  Apes  Tricks  by  a  Dancing-iWJ?^^;  but  it 
Nature  that  taught  tliem  to  Eat  Apples,  and  the  NatunI 
Inftitution  was  much  the  ftronger  of  the  Two. 


Fa  B.  375.  An  9fj3  and  CtDo  CcatjeIIer5* 

A  Couple  of  travellers  that  took  up  an  Afs  in  a 
Forcft,  fell  downright  to  Loggerheads,  ^rfiidi 
of  the  Two  fliould  be  his  Maftcr  :  So  the  Afs  was  to 
Hand  by,    to  fee  thofe  Two  Boobies  try  their  Title 
to  him  by  a  Rubber  of  Cuffs.    The  Afs  very  6ir^ 
2     ^  k)oW 
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lookM  on,  till  they  had  Box'd  tliemfclves  arweaiy,  and 
then  left  them  both  in  the  Lurch. 

The  Moral. 

*77j  a  icmmon  things  hth  in  Lcrue^  Law  and  Arms^  for  Plaintiff^ 
4ind  Defendant  U  He  battering  cne  another  for  a  Prize  thai 
gives  them  both  the  flip. 

REFLECTION. 

• 

MANY  People  have  fair  Opportunities  put  into  thdr 
Hands,  and  want  Wit  to  make  Life  of  them.  Here  was  a 
filly  Controverfy,  as  fillily  managM,  and  two  Quarrelfome 
Fook  outwitted  by  an  Ap.  Why  did  they  not  keep  him 
when  they  had  him  fure?  Or  why  did  they  not  compound 
the  Matter,  and  Divide,  when  the  one  had  no  more  Right  X» 
him  than  theothcr  ?  But  this  of  the  TraveUemx^  the  >^i  is  a 
common  Cafe,  and  a  frivolous  contentious  Law-Suit  is  the 
Moral  of  it,  when  PlaintifF  and  Defendant  are  worryii^  one 
another  TtboMt  the  Title,  till  they  have  fpent  the  Eibte.  Sq 
the  Travellers  fought  here  for  an  Afs^  and  the  Jfs  ran  zwzf 
with  the  Stakes, 


F A  B.  3 77.    ©eccurp  and  /iajeruteiu 

SDme  Fi/bermen  that  had  cai^ht  more  Fifh  than 
they  know  what  to  <Iq  withal.  Invited  Mercury 
to  a  part  with  them ;  but  finding  that  the  Invitation 
was  not  fo  much  matter  of  Relpeft,  as  to  cet  rid  of 
the  Glut  they  had  taken,  he  very  fiurly  lefc  them  19 
Eat  by  thaiifclves. 

The  Moral. 

h  all  the  Good  Offices  of  Human  Society,  ^tis  the  TPiU  and  tht 
Jffe^lion  that  creates  tlM:  Obligation, 

REFLECTION. 

'TIS  the  ordinary  Praaiceof  the  World,  for  Men  to  bektnd 
to  other  People  for  their  own  fakes ;  or  at  !eaft  to  be  frank  of 
fSvilities  that  coft  them  nothing :  Wherefore  we  are  to  diftin- 
nifli  betwixt  Kindnefles  that  are  only  matter  of  Courfe,  and 
^    *         .  Friendlf 
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Fricn41y  Offices  that  ^rc  done  out  of  Chdce  and  Good  WiD. 
Where's  the  Obligation,  the  Fficndfliip,  or  the  Relped  of  any 
Man's  making  me  a  prefent  of  what  he  neither  cares  for  him- 
felf,  nor  knows  what  to  cjo  withal  ?  And  of  that  which  I  am 
to  be  never  tlie  better  for  neither  ?  The  Fellow  here  had  ta- 
ken more,  Fi{h  than  he  could  fpend  while  they  w^rt  S^eet, 
and  fo  rather  than  they  ihould  lie  by  to  ftink  him  out  of  the 
Houfe,  he  invited  Mercury  to  the  Eating  of  them  i  that  is  to 
iay,  to  helping  him  off  with  tliem. 


ji  ■   .'     ■  ■  ■  I     ■  ■      ■      I  ■  ■■ 


Fab.  378.    An  CiJffle  and  ^  ISttilt. 

A  Hare  that  was  hard  put  to*t  by  an  Eagkj  took 
Sanduaxy  in  a  Ditch  with  a  Beetle.  The  Beetk 
Interceded  for  the  Hare :  The  Eagle  fkpt  off  the  for- 
mer, and  devoured  the  other.  The  Beetle  took  thi 
for  ^  Affront  to  Hofpitality^  as  well  as  to  hcrfclf, 
and  fo  meditated  a  Revenge,  watch -d  the  Eagle  up 
(o  her  Neft,  followed  her,  and  took  her  Time^  wha 
the  Eagle  was  abroad,  and  fo  made  a  (hift  to  roll  out 
the  E^s,  and  dcflroy  the  Brood.  The  Elagle  upon 
this  Difappointment,  Timbered  a  great  deal  hi^icr 
next  Bout ;  the  Beetle  watch'd  her  ftill,  and  fhewM  her 
die  fame  Trick  once  again,  Whereupon  the  £4^4 
made  her  Appeal  to  Jupiter^  who  gave  her  leave  to  Uy 
her  ne3Ct  Cburfe  of  Eggs  in  his  own  Lap.  But  the 
Beetle  found  put  a  way  to  make  Jupiter  rue  fixMn  his 
Throne ;  fo  that  upon  the  loofning  of  his  Mantle,  the 
Eggs  fell  from  him  at  unawares,  and  the  Eagle  was  a 
Third  time  defeated.  Jupiter  ftomach'd  the  Indigpity* 
but  upon  hearing  the  Caufe,  he  found  the  Eagle  to  be 
the  Aggreffor,  and  fo  acquitted  the  Beetle. 

The  Moral. 

'TiJ  nai  for  a  Generous  Prince  to  countenance  Oppreffion  and  A-** 
jujiicey  even  in  his  mojl  Darling  Favourites^ 


R& 


Fables  of  fever al  Authors.  2  97 

REFLECTION. 

THE  Rights  and  Privilege 'of  Hofpitality  arc  fo  Sacred^ 
that  yupiter  himfelf  would  not  countenance  the  Violation  of 
them  even  in  his  own  Minion,  the  EagU.  Nor  is  there  ^ay 
thing  fo  defpicable,  (as  we  fee  in  the  Cafe  of  the  Beetle^)  but 
Accefs  is  open  to  the  Cries  of  diftrefled  Innocence,  to  Divine 
Juftjce.  Let  no  Man  prefume,  becaufe  he  is  Great  and 
Powerful,  nor  defpair  becaufe  he  is  low  and  Poor;  foi"  tlie 
one  may  rife,  and  the  other  may  fall,  and  the  medneft  Enemy 
may  find  a  way  to  a  Revenge.  Tyranny  may  profper  for  a 
while,  'tis  true,  aiid  under  the  Countenance  of  a  Divine 
Permiffion  too,  as  the  Eagle  got  leave  here  to  depofit  hef 
JEggs,  (or  her  Caufe)  in  Heaven:  But  Jupiter's  Lap  itfel^ 
we  fee,  is  no  final  Sandhiary  for  an  OpprefTor.  Though  no-» 
thing  is  more  common  in  tne  World  than  to  miflake  Provi- 
dences and  Judgments,  and  call  the  Wicked  and.the  worftof 
Men  and  Things  by  Good  Names. 


■I    I  — — .i^b—— ^ahi— M—iBjfa^— a^^Mh^ 


F  A  B-  3  79.     An  ©tDl  and  Ifttle  OBltW^ 

THere  goes  a  Story  of  an  Owl  that  was  advisM  by 
the  Littk  Birds  to  build  rather  among  the  Boughs 
and  Leaves,  as  they  did^  than  in  Walls  and  Hollow^ 
Trees ;  and  fo  they  fhcw'd  her  a  young  tender  Plant  for 
her  Purpofe.  No,  no,  fays  the  Ow/,  thofe  Twigs  in 
Time  will  come  to  be  Lim'd,  and  then  you're  all  Loft, 
if  you  do  but  touch  'cm.  The  Birds  gave  little  Heed 
to*t,  and  fo  went  on  Playing,  and  Chirping  among  the 
Leaves  ftiU,  and  paffing  their  Time  there  in  Flocks  as 
formerly,  till  in  the  Conclufion  the  Sprigs  were  all 
dawb*d  with  Lime,  and  the  poor  Wretdies  clamm'd 
and  taken.  Their  Repentance  came  now  too  late ; 
but  in  Memory  of  this  Notable  Inftance  of  the  Ou;P% 
Forefight,  the  Birds  never  fee  an  0:vl  to  this  very  Day, 
but  they  Flock  about  her,  and  follow  her,  as  if  it  were 
for  a  New  Leflfon.  But  our  Modem  Owls  have  only 
the  Eyesy  the  Beak  and  the  Plume  of  the  Owls  of  //- 
tbcns^  without  the  Wifdom. 

The 


^ 
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The  MOR  A  L. 

C^ed  Counffl  is  hji  uf^w  thofe  Ihat  have  not  the  Grace  U  heariet 
te*t ;  gr  d^  Htrt  underfiand  ity  or  will  r,oi  emirace  andfdka  k 
in  the  proper  Scaj(m» 

REFLECTION. 

WHOLESOME  Advice  is  worth  nothing,  unlefs  it  be  (li 
Truth,)  Given  as  well  as  taken  in  Seafon.  This  Fable  ikein 
&e  Danger  and  the  Alifchief  of  either  rejeding,  not  heeding 
or  not  entertaining  it ;  and  likewife  at  the  isune  time,  feis 
forth  how  hard  a  thing  it  is  to  faflen  profitable  Advice  upot 
Men  that  indulge  themfelves  in  Eafe  and  Pleafurc.  They 
look  upon  it  as  fo  mucli^me  loft  to  employ  the  Present  upcB 
the  Thought  of  the  Future ;  and  fo  by  one  Delay  after  ano- 
tbcr,  they  fpin  out  their  whole  Lives,  till  there's  no  more 
future  left  before  *em.  This  dihtorj'  HunKXxr  proceeds  port- 
ly from  a  flothful  Lazincfs  of  Temper ;  as  I  knew  a  Mas 
diat  would  not  be  go(  out  of  his  Bed  when  the  Houfe  wai 
t-Fire  over  his  Head.  AvSlion  is  Death  to  ibme  (art  of 
l^eople,  and  tlicyM  as  live  Hang  as  Work.  It  anics  in  a 
great  mcafurc  too  from  an  habitual  heedlefs  Inadvcrtencv^ 
%hen  Men  are  fo  intent  upon  the  Prcfent,  tliac  they  mind 
fiotliing  elfe ;  and  Coiinfel  is  but  caft  away  upon  them.  Biris 
$f  PUcfure^  and  Men  cf  Pleafurc  are  too  Merry  to  be  Wife. 
Wholcfome  Advice  comes  in  ar  one  Ear,  and  goes  out  at  t'o-' 
ther.  Men,  in  lliort,  of  Bljod  and  Appetite,  hare  no  Fore-* 
fight;  and  fo  Pojlpctie  Prudence  as  a  Virtue  of  anoth«"  Seafon. 


F  A  B,  380.     A  ©OUrD  and  a  T^inU 

THere  was  a  Gourd  plant^i  clofe  by  a  large  wcE-' 
fpread  Pine:  The  Seafon  was  kindly,  and  the 
Gourd  (hot  itfelf  up  in  a  fhort  time,  climbing  by  the 
Boughs,  and  r^^'ining  about  *cm,  till  it  topp'd  and 
co^'cr'd  the  Tree  itfdf.  The  Leaves  were  large,  and 
the  Flowers  and  the  Fruit  fair ;  infomuch,  that  the 
Gourd  had  the  Confidence  to  value  itfelf  above  the  Piniy 
upon  the  Comparifon.  Why,  lays  the  Gourde  you 
hivj  been  more  Years  a  growing  to  diis  Stature,  than 

I  have 
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i  have  been  Days.  Well,  (ays  th?  P/«^  again,  but 
after  fo  many  Winters  and  Summers  as  I  have  endur*d, 
after  fo  many  Slafting  Colds,  an^  Parching  Heats 
you  :ee  me  the  very  fame  thing  ftill  that  I  was  fo  long 
ago.  But  when  you  come  to  the  Proof  once,  the  firu 
Blight  or  Froft  fhall  moft  mfallibly  bring  down  that 
Stomach  of  yours,  and  drip  ye  of  all  your  Glory. 

The  Mo  ft  A  L. 

Nothing  fo  Infolent  and  Intolerable  as  a  ProudVyfart  ihafs  raised 
from  a  Dunghili  he  forgets  both  his  Majler  and  bis  Maker, 

REFLECTION. 

THE  Gourd  here  is  an  Emblem  of  vain  Pride  and  Ingrati- 
tude; and  the  Pine  bids  Princes  and  Great  Men  have  a  care 
wfiat  Favourites  they  prefer,  and  what  Friendlhips  they  en-* 
fertain  ;  and  this  for  their  own  Sakesas  well  as  for  the  fake 
of  the  Publick.  He's  a  Fool  that  takes  himfelf  to  be  Great- 
er, Richer,  Fairer  or  Better  thail  he  is ;  or  that  reckons  any 
thing  his  own,  which  is  either  but  borrowed,  or  may  be  ta- 
ken away  next  Moment.  He  that  lives  barely  upon  borrow- 
ing, is  enedually  but  a  Beggar  v/hen  his  Debts  are  paid.  Thit 
Gourd  in  fhort,  is  a  Proud  Upftart ;  his  Growth  is  quick,  but 
his  Continuance  (hort :  He  values  himfelf  upon  his  Feathei* 
in  his  Cap  ;  and  in  a  Word  upon  thofe  Fooleries,  that  a  Man 
of  Honour  and  Subftance  would  blufh  at.  And  nothing  elft 
feiU  fervc  him  neither,  but  to  vie  Excellencies  with  thofo 
that  took  him  out  of  the  Dirt ;  nay,  and  to  elevate  himfelf 
(when  all's  done,)  to  the  Diffconourof  the  Supporters.  ^  And 
What*s  the  IfTue  at  laft  of  encouraging  thefc  Minions,  but  his 
bringing  of  a  Scandal  upon  Common  Juftice,  by  a  moft  per- 
nicious Example  that  ends  in  the  very  Starving,  as  well  a? 
the  Defaming  of  their  Benefaftors  ?  For  'tis  impoflible  but 
they  muft  Pine  and  Wither,  that  entertain  fuch  Hangers-on. 
This  Gourde  in  fine,  is  the  true  Emblem  of  a  Court  Leech ; 
he  Fattens  and  Sucks,  without  either  Mercy  or  Meafure,  and 
when  he  has  drawn  his  Mafter  dry,  he  very  fairly  drops  oiF, 
changes  bis  Party,  and  fo  leaves  him. 


Fa»^ 
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F  A  B.  3  8 1 .    A  HaDeh  and  CdoIUCjEf^ 

A  Raven  thnt  had  \<raitcd  opoh  d  rfcixl  of /Tflte 
a  whole  Day's  Ramble,  came  to  *cm  at  N^ 
for  a  fhife  of  the  Prey  they  had  got.  The  JSPite  | 
anfwcr*d  him,  that  if  he  had  gone  along  with  'cm  fcr 
Pure  Love,  and  not  for  his  Gut,  hfc  fhouM  Kavc  ind 
his  Pare :  But  (Ciid  they)  a  Dead  Wolf^  it  it  had  fo  fifft 
out,  would  luvc  fcrv'd  a  Rofuen^s  turn  as  wdl  as  a  Did 
Sbsepi 

The   Moral. 

AI^Jl  People  IForJLip  fyr  the  LoaveSy  from  the  ^ery  Plaifh-lial 
to  the  Cryjicr  and  Scepter  j  and  the  World  beivi  t§  biM  titfi 
uppermo/}. 

REFLECTION. 

*TIS  the  Intention  that  qualifies  the  A<3ion ;  ndtlxrb 
it  fv T  any  Man  to  pretend  to  Merit,  or  to  challenge  a  S^ 
ward  for  attending  his  own  Bufinefs.  The  Raven  Dog^' 
the  IFclvn  for  his  Supjxir  :  Now  if  thcfc  ffokjes  themfclTO 
had  been  hounded  by  a  Herd  of  Tylers  that  fhould  fatft 
worried  Ti:cmy  one  fort  of  Carrion  would  have  been  as  gooi 
to  the  Rauen^  as  another.  This  is  the  Cafe  as  well  betwixt 
Man  and  Man,  as  of  Ifolves  and  Ravcm^  that  (uck  tkc 
Blood  of  thcfe  they  follow  and  depend  upon,  under  aPrt- 
text  of  Service  and  Kindnefs.  How  many  Examples  ha« 
we  fecn  of  this,  among  thofe  that  follow  Courts,  and  the 
Leaders  of  thofe  Followers  ?  If  the  Mafter  gets  the  better 
cn't,  they  come  in  for  their  Snack  ;  and  if  he  happens  t© 
fall  in  the  Chafe,  his  Tcmporlfmg  Friends  arc  the  fcrjir.ci 
to  break  in  upon  tlie  Qiiarry.  Wl  ether  the  JVdvei  TsU  vir 
Were  TaJteny  was  all  a  Cafe  to  the  Raven, 


F  A  B.  382.    3non  ami  a  Dolpljim 

• 

THIS   Famous  Arion   was  a  Great   Favourite  of 
Periandtr    the   King  of  Coriuib  \    he  Travdkd 
from  thence  into  Siiily  and  Italy ^  where  he  gathered 
a.  great  Mafs  of  Trealiire,    ai.J  giin'd  over  and  a- 
2  bo^T^ 
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bove,  the  Good- Will  and  Efteem  of  all  People  whcre- 
ever  he  came.  From  thence  he  put  himieli  aboard  a 
Corinthian  Vel&l,  to  go  back  again,  where  he  got  ah 
Inkling  anK3ing  the  Ship^s  Crew,  of  a  Coiiipiracy  to 
take  away  his  Life.  He  difixHirs^d  the  Mariners  about 
it,  and  came  in  the  end  to  this  Q)mpofition ;  That 
if  he  would  caft  himielf  prefently  into  the  Sea,  and  let 
the  Confpirators  have  his  Money,  there  fhould  be  no 
farther  Violence  offered  to  his  Perfon.  Upon  this 
Agreement  he  obtain^  Liberty  to  give  Utieoi  only  one 
Song  bcfone  he  leapM  Over*bc«uxl,  which  he  did,  and 
then  Plun^d  into  the  Sea.  llie  Sea^nen  lud  no 
Thought  of  his  ever  comuig  up  again  j  but  by  a  won- 
derful Providence,  a  Dolphin  took  him  upon  his  Back, 
and  carried  him  off  lafe  to  an  Ifland,  from  whence  he 
went  immediately  to  Corinth^  and  prelented  himielf 
bdbre  Pmander^  juft  in  the  Condition  the  Dolphin  left 
him,  and  (b  told  the  Story.  The  King  ordei^d  him  to 
be  taken  into  Cuilody  as  an  Jtftpoftor  %  but  at  the  lame 
dme  caufed  Enquiry  to  be  made  afi^  the  Sliip,  and 
the  Seamen  that  he  fpake  of,  and  to  know  if  thev  had. 
heard  any  thing  of  one  jlrion  where  they  had  been  ? 
They  £ud.  Yes,  and  that  he  was  a  Man  of  g^eat  Re- 
putation in  Itafy^  and  of  a  vaft  Efbte.  Upon  thefe 
WordSj  Arion  was  jproduc^d  before  them,  with  the  very 
Hatp  and  Qoaths  he  had  when  he  Leapt  into  the  Sou 
The  Men  were  (b  confounded  at  the  Spedade,  that 
they  had  not  the  Face  to  deny  the  Truth  of  the  Story. 

The  Mo K  A  L. 

Momy  is  tbi  XJniverfal  Idol.  Profit  governs  the  Worlds  omi 
Quid  Dabitis  &  Tradam  may  be  the  Motto :  But  Proindence 
Jit  in  the  Concltffion  nukes  all  things  work  for  the  Bejt. 

REFLECTION. 

SOME  Men  are  worfe  than  fome  Brutes^  and  little  kfs 
than  Beafts  in  the  Shape  of  Rcafonable  Creatures.  This 
Fable  (hews  us,  that  Men  of  Blood  will  ftick  at  no  profitable 
Villany  -,  but  they  are  Blind,  Deaf,  and  InexoraUe  where 
Money ^s  in  the  Cafe.     The  Charifis  of  Rcafon,  Art,  and 

D  d  Innocence, 
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Innocence,  are  loft  upon  'em,  and  the  Sea  it  felf,  %re  i 
had  more  Pity  for  jfrim^  than  the  Men.  The  D§^lnu  x 
prcfents  the  Inftrument  of  an  Over-ruling  Providbnce  A 
interpofes  miracaloufly  to  our  Deliverance,  when  onGm 
Means  fail  us.  The  wonderful  Difcovery  in  the  Cood 
fion,  ferves  to  fhcw  us  that  Murder  tuiU  wt. 


F  A  B.  383.    A  ^pfOec  and  the  ^Ottt« 

A    Spider  that  had  been  at  Work  a  Spinning,  wb 
abroad  once  for  a  Gnrntry-Air  to  refreih  h 
felf,   and  fell  into  Company  with  the  Gouij  that  (b 
the  Way)  had  much  ado  to  keep  Pace  with  her.  Whc 
they  came  at  Night  to  take  up  their  Lodging,  ver 
inquifitive  they  were  into  the  Chara£ter  and  ComG 
tion  of  their  Houfe :  But  the  Spider  ^dthout  any  tM 
Ceremony,  went  into  the  Houfe  of  a  Rich  Burg^ 
and  fell  prefendy  to  her  Net-work  <^  drawing  Cob 
webs  up  and  down  from  one  (ide  of  the  Room  to  tb 
other;  but  there  were  lb  many  Brooms  and  dcviliJ 
Houfe- Wenches  ftill  at  hand,  that  whatever  flie  fa 
up  this  Moment,  was  fwept  away  the  next :  So  dii 
this  mifcrable  InfeU  was  the  only  Creature  within  thfli 
Walls  that  felt  either  Want  or  Trouble.     But  the  Gm 
all  this  while,  was  fain  to  Kennel  in  the  very  Rtnki' 
vous  of  common  B^gars,  where  fhe  was  as  uneafy  ai 
Hard  Lodgmg,  Coarfe  Bread,  and  Puddle- Water  couU 
make  her.     After  a  tedious  and  a  reftlefs  Nigjit  00% 
they  met  again  next  Morning  by  Sun-Rile,  and  gwf 
one  another  the  Hiftory  of  their  Adventure.     The 
Spider  tells  firft  how  Barbaroufly  (he  had  been  usSd; 
how  curfedly  Nice  and  Cleanly  the  Mafter  of  thisHoufc 
was  \  how  impertinently  Diligent  his  Servants  wat^ 
6f r.    And  then  the  Gout  requited  the  Spider  with  the 
Story  of  her  Mortifications  too.     They  were  in  Ihcft 
io  unfatisfied  with  their  Treatment,  that  they  rdyvtd 
to  take  quite  contrary  Meafures  the  next  Night.    The 
Spider  to  get  into  a  Cottage,  and  the  Gout  to  kidc  otf 
for  a  Palace.     They  did  what  they  proposed,  and 

never 
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vere  Creatures  better  pleas'd  with  their  Entertain- 

The  Gaul  had  her  Rich  Furniture^  Down-Bed% 
ir^V,  Pheaiants,  Partridges,  Gmeraus  Wines;  the 
ti  fine,  of  every  thing  that  was  to  be  had  for 
%  and  all  with  Pure  Hearland  Goad  WiU^  as  yit 
The  Spider  was  as  much  at  ^tsSt  6n  tlw*  othei- 

for  (he  was  got  into  a  Houfe  where  fhe  might 
ler  Lines,  Work,  Spin,  Mend  what  was  amifs, 
:  what  fhe  had  b^un,  and  no  Qrooms,  Snares 
ts  to  interrupt  or  dimirb  ha.  The  Two  TSravd- 
ter  this  met  oncc^  again,  and  tqxMi  conferring 

they  were  both  fb  well  fatisfied,  that  the  Gout 
ip  a  Refolution  for  ever  after  to  keep  Company 
he  Ridi,  the  Noble,  and  the  Voluptuous ;  and 
^ider  with  the  Poor  and  Keedy.  What  Wife 
I  £iy,  upon  thefe  Terms,  would  not  rather  ;take 

Lodging  with  the  Spider  in  die  FaUe  here, 
iththeG^K/? 

The  MoR  At, 

fiflrious  Poverty  in  a  Celly  with  quiet  Tbtn^hts^  and 
'  Sleeps^  is  infinitely  to  he  preferred  before  a  laxy  Life  of 
i  and  PUafitre :  For  Courts  are  but  Nurferiis  of  Dtfeajes 
'^ares.  .       .  *' 

REFLECTION. 

t 

Z  may  be  very  Uheafy  with  a  Plentiful  Fortune^  and 
py  in  a  Mean  Condition ;  for  'tis  the  Mind  th^t 
us  either  the  one  or  the  other.  A  Luxurious  Court 
Nurfery  of  Difeafes ;  it  Breeds  'em,  it  Encourage 
les  and  Entertains  them.  A  Plain,  an  Honeft,  and  a 
rate  Induftry,  contents  it  felf  with  a  little ;  and  who 
not  rather  fleep  quietly  upon  a  Hammock^  without 
iJares  in  his  Head,  er  Crudities  in  his  Stomach,  than 
tng  upon  a  Bed  of  State,  with  die  Qualms  and  Twinges 
company  Surfeits  and  Excefs  ? 

nd  of  the  Fables  in  the  Commcn  School-Book/ 
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FABLE  S, 

OUT    OF 

TbddrMy  Avunm^  Camerarius^  Ne 

'    jibflemius^  Alciatusj  Boccalini^  Bt 
dosrty  De  la  Fontaine^  jEfipe  en  Bt 
.  Humeur^  Me  flier.  &c. 


:^  AB.  384.    A  larnll)  a  msAt  and  a  tfMt 

A  Wolf  over-Keard  a  Lamb  Bleating  among  t 
GtMiT.  D^e  hear  litde  One  (fays  die  Jrl 
if  it  be  your  Dam  ycxr  want,  flic^  yo"*',' 
the  Field.  Ay  (%s  the  Lamb)  but  I  am  not  fcoU 
for  her  that  w^  my  Mother  for  her  Own  £dce,  btfj 
her  that  Nuries  me  up,  aiid  Suckles  nie  out  of  i^ 
Cbaritfj  .and  Good  Nature.  Can  any  thing  be  Deaitfl 
yoo,  %s  the  ff^ol/y  than  fhe  thiit  brought  you  fi 
Very  Right,  lays  die  Lamb\  and  without  kno«iB(] 
caring  what  fhe  did:  And,  pray,  what  did  fhe  t 
me  forth  for  too,  but  to  Eafe  hafelf  of  a  5«nto» 
to  deliver  me  out  of  her  own  Belly  into  the  Han^ 
a  Butcher  ?  I  am  more  beholden  to  her  that  took 
pf  me  when  I  was  in  the  World  already,  than  w 
]Aiat  brought  me  into*t,   I  know    not  how. 
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Charity^  not  Nature  or  Necejftty^  that  docs  the  Office  of 
a  Tender-Mother. 

The  Moral. 

There* s  a  difference  betwixt  Reverence  and  AffeSiien  \  the  one 
goes  to  the  CharaShr^  and  the  other  to  the  Perfrny  and  fo 
dtfiingui/hes  Duty  from  Inclination.  Our  Msthers  brmght  as 
into  the  fVorU ;  a  Stranger  takes  us  up^  and  preferves  m  irft. 
So  that  here* 5  both  a  Friend  and  a  Parent  in  the  cafe^  and 
the  Obligation  of  the  one^  muji  not  dejhrey  the  Refpi^  J  awe 
to  the  other ;  nor  the  Refpe^l  the  Obligation,  And  Ttone  hut 
an  Enemy  will  advlfe  us  to  quit  either, 

REFLECTION. 

MEN  are  not  fo  fcnfiblc  of  Laws  and  Duty,  as  they  arc  of 
Kindnefs  and  Good  Nature ;  bcfide,  that  the  ^olf*s  Pretence 
or  Care  for  the  poor  Lamb^  was  a  Charity  that  bc|^  at  Home. 

There  is  an  AffeSfion  of  Nature,  and  that  which  we  call  a 
Filial  Duty  ;  and  there  is  an  AffeSfioUy  that  is  grounded  upon 
the  Moral  Confiderations  of  Benevolence  zxAFriendfhip.  In 
the  one,  we  lie  under  an  Obligation  of  Rieverence  and  Re- 
ipe£t  to  a  Parent^  be  the  Father  or  Mother  what  they  will ; 
in  the  other,  we  pay  a  Regard  to  Croil  Ackneiwledgmeuts 
and  Virtue.  Nature,  and  the  Principles  of  Nature,  muft  be 
kept  Sacred;  but  Men  cannot  Love  to  what  degree,  or 
whom,  or  what  they  pleafe  :  So  that  in  many  Cafes,  we  pay 
a  Veneration  upon  One  Score,  and  an  Affection  upon  Another ; 
and  this  Fable  does  very  well  diftinguifh  tbc^ratitude  fram 
the  Refpe^,  The  fVolf^s  Preaching  to  the  Lamb^  is  no  111 
Emblem  of  a  Scandalous  Minijler%  tb^t  Difcredits  k  very 
Good  Sermon  with  an  UlLife^  and  gives  the  Lie  to  hb  Doctrine 
in  his  Practice.  The  JVolf  took  the  fame  Care  of  the  Lambj 
that  the  Keepers  of  our  Liberties j  in  former  Days,  did  of  the 
Innocent  People  of  England.  They  pretended  to  put  us  out 
of  Harms  way  from  others,  that  they  might  devour  ut  tbem"» 
felvcs. 


Va b-  385.    Jupitec's  aitat  RobbU 

A    Thief  kindled  his  Torch  at  Jupiter^s  Altar,  and 
then  Robbed  die  Temple  by  the  Light  on*t, 
As  he  was  Packing  away  with  his  Sacrilegioilis  Bur* 

P  d  3  den. 
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den,   a  Voice,  either  of  Heaven,   or  of  Cbniaence, 

purfii'd  him.  The  Time  wiB  come  (lays  diac  Voice) 
when  this  Impious  Villany  of  Yours,  fliall  coft  yc 
Dear ;  not  for  the  Value  of  what  ye  have  ScqIPd, 
but  for  the  Contempt  of  Heaven  and  Heligion,  that 
you  ought  to  have  a  Veneration  for.  Jupiter  has  ta- 
ken care,  however,  to  prevent  thefe  Ii^clent  AJBroac 
for  the  time  to  come,  by  an  Exprels  Prohibition  of 
any  Communication  for  the  future,  betwixt  the  Rrc 
upon  his  Altars^  and  that  of  Common  Ufe. 

The  Moral. 

Nitbing  tmrefawdliar  than  to  cover  Sacrilege^  Miirder^  Tnajk, 
&c.  with  a  Text.  And  we  are  alfo  to  learn  from  bencfy  tbtt 
we  have  no  greater  Enemies^  many  timny  thim  tbofe  we  haw 
Nursed  and  Bred  up  ;  and  that  Divine  Vengeance  comes  fire 
4it  lajly  though  it  may  be  longjirji. 

REFLECTION. 

l^HE  kindling  of  a  Torch  at  the  Altar,  and  then  Robbing 
the  Church  by  the  Light  on't,  is  an  Old  Invention,  contriv'd 
betwixt  the  World,  the  Flc(h  and  the  Devil ;  and  will  never 
be  out  of  Date,  fo  long  as  wc  hold  any  Intelligence  with  the 
Common  Enemies  of  Mankind.     There's  nothing  cuts  Reli- 
gion like  Religion  it  felf.     Texts  are  put  up  ^ainft  Texts, 
and  one  Scripture  made  to  fight  againft  another ;    infomuch 
that  the  Rule  of  Faith  is  perverted  into  a  Doftrine  of  Hcrcfjr 
and  Schifm  ;  and  the  Gofpel  of  Peace  is  made  a  Voucher  for 
Sedition  and  Rebellion.     There's  nothing  commoner  than  to 
cite  Holy  Writ  for  the  Overturning  of  Religion,  and  to  Over- 
rule one  Divine  Autiiority  with  another ;  nay,  and  when  all  is 
done,    to  juftify  the  Sacrilege  of  Seizing  and  Employing  the 
Revenues  of  the  Church  toProphane  Ufes.  And  whence  comes 
this  Confuflon  and  Self-Contradiction  all  this  while  ?  But  that 
the  Manage  ^f  Holy  Matters  fells  manv  Times  into  the  Hands 
of  Men  of  more  Polite  Curiofity  and  Skill,  than  Evangelial 
Zeal  and  Affpftion.     The  SchooUmen  have  fpun  the  Thread 
too  fine,  and  made  Chriflianity  look  likcr  a  Courk of  PhiUfoffyi 
than  a  Sy/iem  of  Faithy  and  Supernatural  Revelation  :  So  that  the 
Spirit  of  it  evaporate^  into  Niceties  and  Exercifcs  of  tKe 
Braifi  3  and  tlie  Contention  is  pot  for  Truth,  but  Vidtory.  The 

whole 
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whole  Bufinefs,  in  fine,  is  four'd  into  Altercation  and  Cavil ; 
but  all  muft  be  remitted  to  the  Judgment  of  the  Great  Day, 
when  every  Man  ftiall  receive  according  to  his  Works :  And  ) 
Wo  be  then  to  the  Church-Robbers  that  (hall  be  found  among 
them  that  ferve  at  the  Altar.  But  *tis  no  new  Thing  for  Men 
that  call  themfclves  Profeffirs  and  Dtfciples^  to  Sett  and  Betray 
their  Lord  and  Majier :  For  Men  t|ut  vrear  the  Livery  of  the 
Cliurch,  and  eat  the  Bread  of  it,  to  offer  Sacrilegious  Violence 
to  their  Holy  Mother,  And  this  is  the  Cafe  of  Jupiter's  Altar 
roWd  by  the  Light  of  his  own  Torch :  When  the  (loufe  of 
God  is  rifl'd  and  difhonour^d  by  his  own  Domefticks ;  that  is 
to  fay,  when  the  Sacrilege  is  countenanc'd  by  the  Authirity  of 
a  Holy  Character,  and  the  Violence  fupported  by  a  Text. 


Fab.   385.    The  CtOtDjS  and  the  pf ffeonsf* 

THere  happen'd  a  Suit  in  Law  betwixt  the  Two 
Families  of  the  Crows  and  the  Pigeons  -,  but  for 
Quictncfs  fake,  they  agreed  upon  an  Order  of  Refe- 
rence, and  the  Kite  was  to  be  Arbitrator.  The  Caufe 
was  Heard,  and  Judgment  given  for  the  Crows. 

The  Moral. 

Ask  my  Brother  if  I'm  a  Thief.     One  Criminal  upon  the  Bench^ 
will  be  fure  t§  bring  off  another  at  the  Bar. 

REFLECTION. 

INNOCENCE  is  almofl  fure  to  be  worfled,  wherever 
it  may  be  abus'd  with  Security  and  Advantage.  Guilty  or  not 
Guilty^  is  not  fo  much  the  Pomt  in  the  Cafe  here  of  the  Crows 
and  the  Pigeons ;  for  the  Matter  in  Queftion,  is  the  Perfm  or 
Party ^  not  the  ¥a6t.  The  one's  in  the  Plot,  let  him  be  never 
fo  Imiocent ;  and  the  other  is  as  white  as  the  Driven  "Snow,  let 
hi/n  be  never  fo  criminal.  There  are  Cabals^  Ignoramus's^  Fatfe 
JVitneJfes  among  Mcn^  as  well  as  among  Birds^  with,  all  the 
Pompous  Formalities  of  countenancing  Fraud  and  Corruption 
with  the  Sacred  Name  of  Juftice.  Set  .a  Kite  upon  the  Bcnchy 
and 'tis  Forty  to  one  he'll  bring  off  a  Crow  at  the  Bar.  Briefly^ 
there  is  nothing  more  in  the  Iniquity  of  this  Fiftion,  than  what 
we  fceevcry  Day  made  good  in  common  Bufinefs  and  Praftice. 
*^ris  but  dreffing  upa  Bird  of  Prey  in  his  Cap  and  Furrs,  to  make  a 

D  d  4  Judge 
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Judge  of  him ;  and  (b  for  a  Kk^bi  rfthi  P^,  'tb  but  1  dub* 
Ding  him  with  the  Title  of  a  .Ku^i  Eviietut^  and  the  Work 
is  (tone :  For  in  thefc  Cafes  Ju^T^  ^'''^  ^^  IVitniffii  uc  iB 
of  a  '^* 


Fa  8.387.    A  ^ jtftlinet  and  his  LanUO^H. 

^  A  Man  that  had  made  himfelf  a  very  fine  Gar« 
jfV  den,  was  io  pefter'd  with  a  Hare^  among  lus 
Roots,  his  Plants,  and  his  Flowers,  that  away  gpes 
he  immediately  to  his  Landlord  (a  great  Huntfiran,  it 
ieems)  and  tdls  him  a  lamentable  Story  of  the  Hsu 
vock  that  this  poor  Hare  had  made  in  his  Grounds, 
The  Gendeman  takes  Pity  of  his  Tenant,  and  cariy 
the  next  Morning  goes  over  to  him  with  all  his  Peo- 
ple and  his  Dogs  about  him  :  They  call  in  the  fiiil 
Place  for  Breakfaft,  Eat  up  his  Vifhials,  Drink  him 
Dry,  and  Kifs  hb  Pretty  Dai^ter  into  the  Bai^gain. 
So  loon  as  they  have  done  all  the  Mifchief  they  can 
within  Poors,  out  thev  march  into  the  Gardens  to 
Beat  for  the  Hare :  Ancl  there  down  with  the  Hedg- 
es ;  the  Garden-StufF  goes  all  to  Wreck,  and  not  fo 
much  as  a  Leaf  'fcapes  *em  toward  the  Picking  of  a 
SaUad.  Well,  (lays  the  Gardiner)  this  is  the  Way  of 
the  World,  when  the  Poor  fue  for  Relief  to  the  Great. 
My  Noble  Friend  here  has  done  me  more  Damage  in 
the  Civility  and  Refpeft  of  thcfe  Two  Hours,  than  the 
uttermofk  Spight  of  the  Harf  could  have  dcme  me  in 
twice  as  many  Ages. 

The  Moral. 

JifpeeU  are  Dangtrous  from  the  Weaker  U  the  Strenger^    whtrt 
the  Remedy  proves  many  limes  werfe  than  the  Diftafe. 

REFLECTION. 

H  £  that  finds  himfelf  uneafy,  and  propofes  to  mend  hU 
Condition  in  what  Cafe  or  in  what  Manner  foever,  fliould  do 
well  to  fit  down  and  compute  within  himfelf  ^  What  4$  Ifif"^ 


WiP— ■■"■IF 
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}y  this  Grievance  ?  Can  I  remove  it  or  no?  ff^i  will  it  coft  nu  ? 
Shall  1  get  or  lofe  by  the  Change  ?  Witt  it  be  worth  my  while^  or 
tot  ?  Now  this  is  all  Matter  of  Courfe  in  our  ordinary  Deal-, 
ngs  upon  the  Truck,  and  in  common  Bai^ins ;  and  yet  where 
rhc  Peace  and  Liberty  of  the  Mind,  or  the  Chara(Eler  of  a 
IVife  or  a  Good  Man  lies  at  Stake,  we  take  up  Refolutions 
Hand  over  Head,  without  Calculating  upon  the  Profit  or  Lo& 
>f  the  Thing  in  Queftion ;  as  in  the  Li(hmce  of  the  poor  Gar^ 
iifur  here.     He  might  have  Treated  a  Brace  of  Hares  furc, 
much  cheaper  than  a  Troop  diHorfemen^  with  fo  many  Packs  of 
IX^x,  and  fuch  a  Gang  of  Ruffians  at  the  Heels  of  'em.    Had 
not  he  better  have  born  Waf%  nibling  of  his  Plants  and  Roots 
now,  than  the  Huntfman*s  Fooling  with  his  Daughter,  and  the 
jEadng  of  him  out  of  Houfe  and  Homt  ?  The  Breaking  down 
his  Fences ;  the  Laying  of  his  Garden  Wafte,  and  taking  his 
Children's  Meat  out  of  their  Mouths,  over  and  above  ?  But 
all   this  befel'him  for  want  of  Deliberating  beforehand,  and 
fettif^  one  againft  another.  Now  if  the  AUufion  of  this  Fable 
be  to  inftru6tive  to  us,  and  fb  neoeflary  to  be  well  attended 
and  apply'd,  even  in  the  common  Affairs  and  Dealii^  of  this 
World,  what  (hall  that  Man  fay  for  himfelf,  that's  Guilty  of 
die  fiu^e  Temerity  and  Imprudence  over  and  over,  in  the 
cafe  of  Temporal  2xA  Eternal  1  Is  it  that  we  do  not  believe  the 
Dodrine  dl  a  Future  State,  or  that  we  do  not  think  on't ;  dr 
(which  is  worft  of  all}  that  we  do  not  mind  it?  For  we  Live 
as  if  wc  were  inore  ienfible  of  the  Haresy  than  o(^  Devils. 


Fab.  388.    lupftet's Two aianeM. 

WHen  Jupiter  made  Man,  he  gave  him  Two 
Satchels  J  one  for  his  Neigbiaur^s  Faults^  t'other 
for  his  Own.  Thcfc  Bags  he  threw  over  his  Shoul- 
ders, and  the  former  he  carried  Before  him,  the  other 
Behind  So  that  this  Fafliion  came  up  a  great  while 
ago,  it  /eems,  and  \t  has  continued  in  the  World  ever 
fince. 

The  Moral.  • 

pverj  Man  living  is  partial  in  his  own  Cafe ;  but  it  is  the  Humour 
of  Mankind  to  have  our  Neighbor's  Faults  always  in  oitr  Eje^ 
fnni  to  caji  our  own  over  our  Shoulders^  out  of  fight. 

i^EFLE,C- 
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REFLECTION. 

•  THAT  which  Jupitir  docs  in  the  Fablcy  Nature  docs  in  the 
J^ife.  We  arc  here  admonifh'd  of  a  Double  Fault ;  want  of 
Charity  and  Jufticc  towards  others,  and  want  of  a  Chriftiao 
Sctutiny  and  Examination  into  our  felves  :  So  that  here's  the 
Sin  of  Detra^on  in  making  other  People  worfe  than  tb^ 
are,  and  the  Sin  of  Pride  and  Hypocrify,  in  boafting  our 
felves  to  be  better.  It  were  well  if  we  could  place  our  Trvtf 
grejjions  out  of  the  Ken,  as  well  of  our  Confciences  as  our  Ejtn 
But  thefe  are  only  Amufements  to  put  o^  the  Evil  Day  a  littk 
longer,  that  will  certainly  overtake  us  at  lafl.  The  AfyUk- 
gift  does  well  enough  however,  in  affigning  that  to  Jufker^ 
which  we  our  felves  are  but  too  prone  to  do»  upon  a  PropeniioD 
of  Nature  \  that  is  to  fay,  of  Nature  corrupted ;  for  t^'s 
both  a  Sin  and  a  Frailty  in%  to  be  over-Ccnforious  of  oui 
i^eighbours,  and  as  Partial  to  our  (elves. 

Out  of  Sightj  mt  of  Mtrtdy  they  fay ;  and  at  this  Rate  one 
Fault  is  made  ufe  of  to  excufe  another.  We  do  not  Rtfefi^ 
Ibecaufe  yre,  do  not  Think  on't ;  and  fo  the  Neglcd  is  made  as 
Excufe  for  the  impenitence.  We  Kvc  like  Spendthrifts,  tht 
know  themfelves  to  be  defperately  in  Debt,  and  dare  not  look 
into  their  Accounts  to  fee  how  the  Reckoning  ilands.  Naj, 
'tis  the  Cafe  of  too  many  of  us,  that  we  keep  no  Books  nei^ 
ther  ;  or  at  the  beft,  do  not  know  where  to  find  them.  Sclf- 
Love  is  ftill  attended  with  a  Contempt  of  others,  and  a  com- 
(non  Miftak^  of  Matters  at  Home  as  well  as  Abroad  ;  For  we 
keep  Regifters  of  our  Neighbours  Faults,  and  none  of  their 
Good  Deeds ;  and  no  Memorials  al}  this  while  of  what  we 
do  amifs  our  felves.  \Iam  not  as  this  Publican]  is  the  very 
Top  of  our  Righteoufnefs. 

Thus  goes  the  World,  and  a  lewd  Praftice  it  is,  for  one  Man 
to  value  himfcif  upon  the  Wickcdnefs  of  another  :  But  the 
Worft  ot  all  is  yet  behind  i  that  is  to  fay,  to  think  our  felves 
fafe,  fo  long  as  we  keep  ou;:  ][niquitics  from  the  KnoiA'ledge 
of  Men,  and  out  ofourownVfcw  and  Memory,  witlioutany 
Awe  of  that  Juftice  that  never  flceps,  and  of  diat  AU-fcrinj 
Eye  and  Wifdom  that  obfcrves  all  our  Mif-doing^,  and  h» 
them  perpetually  in  Sight. 
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Fab.  389.  A  Mm  anda  Efclj  S^UbjeSf^ 

A  Certain  Prince  that  had  a  very  wealthy  over-grown 
Subjedt,  found  it  convenient  to  make  a  Traitor 
of  him,  provided  it  could  but  handibmely  be  brought 
about :  So  the  Man  was  taken  into  Qiilody,  and  the 
Kin^s  Evidence  produced  ^ainft  him  for  Conjults  at 
this  Place,  and  at  that,  againfl  the  Life  of  the  King, 
and  the  Peace  of  the  Government  -,  and  for  Receiving, 
Comforting  and  Abetting  the  Enemies  of  the  Crowp. 
The  Man  had  the  Charader  of  a  very  Loyal  Pcrfon, 
and  the  People  were  almoft  at  their  Wits  End  to  hear 
of  fo  horrid  an  Accufation  againft  him.  But  the  Wit- 
nefles  fwore  Home  *,  and  one  of  them  extremely  Pofi- 
tive,  that  if  his  Houfe  at  that  very  Inftant  were  but 
narrowly  Searched  for  Men  and  Arms,  they  would 
find  fiich  a  Provifion,  that  the  Modem  Difcoverics  at 
Tiicbboum  and  Flixbamj  were  Nothing  to't.  The  pre- 
tended Criminal  b^an  now  to  Moralize  upon  the  Sto- 
ry*  and  fo  away  goes  he  to  His  M^efty,  cafts  him- 
feUf  at  his  Feet^  and  pro^iifes  th^t  if  he  might  but 
have  ^  Af^ph  a  Pardpn  ^  other  Witnefics  to  Confubs 
have  had  before  him,  he  would  fhew  him  the  very  Qot-r 
com  of  the  Plot.  I  cannot  deny,  fays  he,  but  I  have 
a  great  many  of  the  Enemies  of  your  Royal  Crown 
and  Dignity  at  this  Time  concealM  in  my  Houfe ;  and 
if  your  Majefty  fhall  be  pleafed  to  appoint  any  Peribil 
to  make  Seizure  of  them,  they  fhall  be  imn^ediately 
dcliver'd  up.  So  the  Prince  ordered  a  Squadron  or  his 
Guards,  and  a  Trufty  Officer  at  the  Head  of  'em,  tp 
gp  along  with  him.  The  Gendeman  led  them  very 
Frankly  to  his  Coffers,  and  fhew'd  them  his  Treafiire. 
tliefe  are  the  Traitors,  fays  he,  that  you  are  to  take 
::5ate  of;  and  pray  be  pleased  to  fee  that  they  tnay  be  kept 
^nfafe  Cujlody^  'til(  tbeyjhall  be  Delivered  by  due  Qourfe  of 
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The  Moral. 

lyit  may.  gather  from  bence^  That  Riches  are  many  times  hk 
Snare  to  us  i  and  that  Maney  makes  many  a  Man  a  Trait 
But  if  a  Body  will  compound  at  la  ft  n^ith  bis  £/laie  t§fave 
Li  fey  when  bo  has  nothing  left  hiniy  be  may  be  at  Heft.  . 
a  Certifcate  of  Poverty^  is  as  good  as  a  ProtoStion. 

REFLECTION. 

THE  Story  of  Abah  ami  Nahotb  comes  diredly  to  the  Po 
of  this  Fable ;  that  is  to  (ay,  as  the  King  and  Subjed,  with  i 
Iniquity  of  the  Subornation  and  Prafiice  :  Only  the  one  wa 
Poor  SuUeA,  and  the  other  a  Rich,  which  does  not  one  \ 
alter  the  Morality  of  the  Cafe.  The  Old  Saying,  that  { A6 
does  all  Things)  is  not  much  wide  of  the  Truth  :  For  it  rir 
and  it  takes  away^  it  makes  Honeft  Men  and  Knaves,  Fo 
and  Philofophcrs ;  and  fo  forward  mutatis  stattandisy  to  thee 
of  theChapter.  liiere's  not anv  Corruption  in  Nature,  but  M 
xaj  is  at  one  end  on't ;  the  whole  World  is  under  the  Damii 
on  of  it;  for  all  Things  under  the  Sun  are  bought  and  (bid.  B 
as  it  gives  Men  Reputation,  fo  it  brii^  People  into  Snai 
and  Dangers  too ;  itexpofes  'em  to  FaAions,  Robbers,  Chead 
Knights  of  the  Poft,  and  the  like:  It  fills  their  ASr^ifr  and  the 
Hearts  with  Cares  and  Difquiets.  And  wliat  at  laft  are  all  tl 
Bags  and  Poflcffions  that  Rich  Men  take  fo  much  Pride  ar 
Pl^furc  in,  but  Spungcs  dq)o4ited  in  tliCir  own  Hands,  'ti 
there  Ihall  be  occafion  to  fqucczc  them  for  tlie  Publick  Ufe* 


Fab.  390.    A  ^crcfiontand  a  ^camam 

A  Merchant  at  Sea  was  asking  the  Ship's  Mafttr^ 
What  Death  his  Father  Dy*d  ?  He  told  hiflv 
that  his  Father,  his  Grandfather,  and  his  Great  Gnial- 
father  were  all  I)rown'd.  WeD,  lays  the  MercbtaHy 
and  are  not  yoii  your  felf  afraid  of  being  Drown'tf 
too  ?  No,  not  I,  fays  the  Skipper.  But  pray,  ftff 
t'other  again.  What  Death  did  Tour  Father,  Gran^* 
father,  and  Great  Grandfather  Die  ?  Why  they  Df^^ 
Jill  in  dieir  Beds,  fays  the  Merchant.    Very  goW,  bpj 
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the  Skipper^  and  why  fhould  I  be  any  more  afiaid^of 
going  to  Sea  J  than  you  are  of  going  to  Bed  ? 

The  Moral. 

He  that  trtuUes  bis  Head  with  drawing  Cdfiftquitues  fhm  meer 
ContingencieSj  Jhall  never  he  at  Reft:  And  tUs  is  fnrther  U 
mind  usy  that  in  an  Haneft  Cwrfe  $f  Lifty  we  are  not  to 
fear  Death, 

REFLECTION. 

'TIS  much  in  our  own  Power  how  to  Live ;  but  not  at  all, 
when,  or  how  to  Die :  So  that  our  Part  is  only  to  fubmit  to 
Fate,  and  to  bid  Death  Welcome  at  what  time,  and  in  what 
Phce  or  Manner  foever  it  ftiall  pleafe  God  to  fend  it.  The 
Reafon  and  the  Do£farine  of  this  Fable  is  Clear,  Strong,  and 
Edifying :  We  are  either  not  to  Fear  Death  at  all^  or  to  Fear 
it  every  Moment  of  our  Lives ;  nay,  and  in  all  the  Forms 
that  ever  it  appeared  in,  which  will  put  us  to  fudi  a  Aand,  that 
Vrt  (hall  not  dare  even  to  Live  for  fear  of  Dying.  We  muft 
neither  Eat,  nor  Drink,  nor  Breathe,  nor  Sleep,  if  we  come 
enCe  to  boggle  at  Precedents,  and  at  the  doing  of  thofe  thing» 
over  a^in,  that  ever  any  Man  d/d  of  before.  There  is  not 
one  Inilant  of  Life,  in  fine,  but  nm  be  our  Laft.  Belide^ 
that  We  Live,  not  only  in  the  Daily  Dangier  of  Death,  but  in 
a  continual  Certainty  of  it :  So  that  the  Queftion  is  net  How, 
or  of  What  this  or  that  Man  dyM,  but  the  inevitable  Fate  and 
Mortality  of  Mankind.  One  Man  dies  in  his  Bed,  another 
at  Sea,  a  Third  in  the  Field  ;  this  Man  of  one  Accident  or 
Diftemper^  that  of  anodier :  And  what  is  there  more  in  all 
this  now,  than  fo  many  feveral  ways  to  the  fame  Journey's 
End?  There  is  no  fi*ch  Prefervative  againft  the  Fear  of 
Death,  as  the  Confctence  of  a  Good  Life ;  and  if  we  would 
have  it  eafy,  we  muft  make  the  Thought  of  it  familiar  to  us. 


Fab.  3pi.    6^ice,  Cat^  and  a  %t\U 

THere  was  a  Devilifh  fly  Cat^  it  feems,  in  a  certain 
Houfe,  and  the  Mice  were  fo  plagu'd  with  her  at 
every  tuin,  that  they  call'd  a  Court  to  advife  upon  Ibme 
way  to  prevent  being  furpriz'd.  If  you'll  be  rul*d  by 
nie  (fays  a  Member  of  the  Board)  there's  nothing  like 

hanging 
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hanging  a  Bell  about  the  Cat^s  N^ky  to  give  Warning 
before  hand,  when  Pufs  is  a-coming.  They  all  Vxk*d 
upon't  as  the  bcft  Contrivance  that  the  Cafe  would  bear. 
Well  (lays  another)  and  now  we  are  ag^-eed  upon  the 
BeUj  %  who  fhall  put  it  about  the  Cai^s  Neck?  -That 
was  no  body,  in  fine,  that  would  undertake  ity  and  b 
the  Expedient  fell  to  the  Ground. 

The  Moral. 

7%e  Boldiji  Talkers  are  not  always  the  Great  eft  Durs* 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  is  the  Courfe  of  the  World,  to  the  veiy  Life;  we 
can  never  want  Advifers  and  Coanfellon  in  Matters  of  d» 
greateft  Hazard :  But  let  the  Reafon  be  never  fo  dear,  we 
are  ftill  at  a  Lois  for  an  Inffaiimcnt  to  put  dangerous  Projefls 
in  Execution. 

Defperate  Cafes  require  Defperate  Remedies ;  but  let  the 
Hazard  of  this  or  that  Part  of  a  Body  be  what  it  will,  it  is 
matter  of  Duty,  Juitice,  and  Policy  to  confult  the  Good  of 
the  whole.  It  was  the  Intereft  of  the  Mice  to  have  a  Bell  put 
about  the  Cafs  Neck^  and  they  all  agreed  upon't  to  be  a  veiy 
good  Expedient:  But  when  it  came  to  the  IflTue,  the  Coun- 
fel  fell  to  the  Ground  for  want  of  one  to  put  it  in  Executi- 
on. This  is  no  nipre  than  what  we  fee  frequently  in  Diffi- 
culties  of  State ;  but  the  true  Reafon  of  failing  in  that  Cafe, 
proceeds  rather  from  fome  Failings  in  the  Adminiftration, 
than  from  any  want  of  neceflary  Inftruments.  As  for  the 
Purpofe,  where  Reward  and  Puniihment  are  inverted,  and 
where  Men  of  Faith  and  Zeal  for  the  Honour  and  Service  of 
the  Common-wealth,  are  only  made  Sacrifices  to  the  Paffions 
and  Intereft  of  the  Corrupt  and  Fearful.  Where  Matters 
are  thus  manag'd,  I  fay,  every  Man  is  not  of  a  ConfUtution 
to  Leap  a  Gulf  for  the  faving  of  his  Country :  Efpecially, 
when  over  and  above  the  Certainty  of  Ruin,  Men  are  no  1^ 
fure  of  having  their  very  Names  and  Memories  abandoned  to 
Infamy  and  Contempt  for  their  Pains :  But  on  the  other 
hand)  where  Chriflian  as  well  as  Political  Juflice  has  its 
Courfe,  every  Part  of  the  Community  fuHers  by  Confent 
with  the  Whole :  And  fuch  a  Government  in  th«  uttermofl 
of  Extremities,  fhall  never  fail  of  Devotees. 
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F  A  B.  3 9 2.    afurct0  and  Curtf CtjEf^ 

A  Parcel  of  Curriers  fell  into  Company  with  a 
Gang  of  Ufurers^  and .  pals'd  this  G)mplemeiit 
upon  'em  ;  What  a  Blelling  they  accounted  it  to  meet 
with  fo  many  Worthy  Men  of  their  own  Trade.  One 
of  the  Ufurers  was  a  Head-Man  of  the  City,  it  leems, 
and  took  it  a  litde  in  Dudg^n  to  be  ranked  Cheek  by 
Joul  with  a  Scab  of  a  Currier^  and  fo  alk'd  one  of 'em 
what  he  meant,  by  laying  they  were  all  (^  a  Trade  ? 
Nay,  I  muft  confds,  lays  the  Fell-mof^ery  there  is 
fome  difference  yet  betwixt  your  Trade  and  ours  ;  for 
we  deal  but  in  Flaying  of  Dead  Horfes  and  AJfes^  and 
the  People  of  your  Trade  Flay  Living  Men. 

The  Moral. 

A  Reproof  has  mere  EffeSl  when  it  comes  ly  a  Side-wind^  than 
if  it  wen  LevelTd  dire^fy  at  the  very  Vice  or  Perfm. 

REFJLECTION. 

*TIS  a  very  great  ACftafce  in  the  World,  to  give  Reputa- 
tion to  many  unconfcionable  and  notorious  Pni£liccs,  that 
ought  rather  to  be  punilh'd.  One  would  try  all  ways  of 
letting  People  right  in  their  Wits  and  Manners :  Authority 
and  Frien^ip  work  upon  fome;  dry  and  fober  Reafon 
works  upon  others :  But  thefe  Means  are  only  efie^al, 
where  there's  Place  for  Modefty  and  Confcience.  Some  are 
reclaimed  by  Punilhment,  Ibme  by  Example,  and  fome  again 
are  fet  ri^t  by  good  Nature,  or  upon  Second  Thoughts : 
But  there  are  a  fort  of  Men  that  will  not  be  BjtafnCd  into 
their  Senfes,  and  may  yet  be  LaugVd  or  DroWd  into  them. 
A  yeji  works  more  many  times  than  a  Text.  Every  Man, 
in  fine,  has  a  weak  Side,  if  a  body  could  but  hit  upon't. 
The  Figure  of  a  Currier  apply 'd  to  an  Ufurer^  fipks  deeper 
with  him,  than  all  the  IVoes  in  Holy  Scripture,  upon  the 
Topick  of  Grifiding  the  Faces  of  the  Poor.  Men  muft  jfngle 
for  Converts  as  th^  do  for  ft/hes.  There's  no  good  to  be 
done^  without  fittmg  the  Bait  to  the  liking  of  the  FIJhy  and 
to  the  Courfe  of  the  Seafon :  As  the  Cunitr  here  ftruck  the 
lyisrer  upon  the  right  Vein. 

Fab. 
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F  A  B.  3  93 .   Ctoo  Crauefierjai  of  nffftriitg  On- 

mout04 

THere  were  Two  Men  together  upcfti  a  Journey, 
of  very  differing  Humours ;  one  of  than  ircnt 
(lugging  on  with  a  Thoufand  Cares  and  Troobb  h 
his  Head,  exclaiming  over  and  over,  t^rd^  fnat  fid 
I  do  to  live  ?  T'other  jogg'd  merrily  away,  and  left  14 
Matters  to  Providence  and  Good   Fortune     Wd, 
Brother  (fays  the  forrowfal  Wight,)  Htm  can  fink jf 
Fr click  n&O)  ?  As  I  am  a  Sinner^  my  Hearts  ^en  rmdf  U 
break  for  fear  IJhould  want  Bread.    Come,  comef  fijJ 
t'other.  Fall  Backj  Fall  Edge^  the  Refblution's  tako^ 
and  my  Mind's  at  reft.    What  Refblution,  lays  lA 
Companion  ?  Why  a  Refolution,  lays  he,  to  make  tte 
beft  (hift  I  GUI,  and  commit  my  felf  to  Hkaven  fcr 
the  reft-     Ay,  but  for  all  that,  lays  t'other  ag^  I 
have  known  as  Refolute  People  as  your  felf,  that  ilwr 
Confidence  has  deceived  them  in  the  Condufion ;  anJ 
fo  the  Poor  Man  fell  into  another  Fit  of  Doubting  and 
Mufing,  till  he  ftarted  out  of  it  all  CHi  a  liidden :  Gml 
Lord,  fays  he,  What  if  I  Jkotdd  fall  blind  ?  Andibk 
walkM  a  good  way  before  his  Companion  with  his  Eyes 
Ihut,  to  try  how  'twould  be,  if  that  Misfortune  flxxiki 
befal  him.     In  this  Interim^  his  Fdlow-Travdler  that 
follow'd  him,  found  a  Purfe  of  Money  upon  the  waji 
which  made  good  his  Dodtrinc,  of  leaving  things  to 
Providence  ;  whereas  the  other  mifi'd  that  £ncoumcr» 
as  a  Punilhment  of  his  Diftruft ;  for  the  Purfe  had 
been  His,  if  he  had  not  put  himlelf  out  of  Conditioo 
oi  Seeing  it. 

The  MoR  AL. 

He  that  ccmmits  himfelf  to  Providence^  is  fire  of  a  Friend  rt 
time  of  Need ;  lf7)i!e  an  Anxious  Dijirufi  if  tbi  Diviv 
Goodnefsy  makes  a  Man  more  and  more  umvorthj  ef  it\  ffd 
miferable  beforehand^  for  fear  of  being  fo  afiej'ward* 

A  RE- 
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REFLECTION. 

THJE  TiR^o  oppofitc  Humours  of  a  Chearfiil  Tnift  in  Pro^ 
vidence,  and  a  Sufpicious  Diffidence  of  it,  with  the  ordinaiy 
Efiefb  and  Confequences  of  the  one  and  the  other^  are  very 
wdl  fet  forth  here  for  our  InftruAion  and  Comfort.  The 
Divine  Goodneis  never  fails  thofe  that  depend  upon  it,  pro- 
Tided  that  according  to  the  Advice  of  Hercules  to  the  Carter^ 
ih^put  their  own  Shoulders  to  the  Work. 

The  moft  wretched  fort  of  P^ple  under  the  Sun,  aife  your 

Dreamers  upon  Events,  jrour  Foriboders^  Suppef&s^  and  Putters 

ef  Cafes :  They  are  ftill  calcubting  within  themfelves.  What 

if  this,  or  that  Calamity,  Judgment  or  Difafter  fliould  befid 

^em  i  And  fo  they  form  it  -  in  their  own  Imagination,  for 

liear  it  (hould  come  another  Way.     It  is  moft  certain,  that 

what  we  fear^  we  feel'^  befide  that.  Fancy  breeds  Miiery  a$ 

tiatukally  as  it  does  the  Small-Pox,     Set  a  whimfical  (lead 

DfiCe  agog  upon  Sprights  and  Goblins,  and  he'll  be  ready  to 

Ibuirt  his  Wits  at  his  own  Shadow.  Til  fuppofe  my  [dfBlimf^ 

(uys  one  of  the  Travellers)  and  try  what  will  come  on't : 

And  what  is  this  more,  than  the  Experiment  mamr  and 

many  a  A4bm  makes  in  the  World  ?  Wdl,  I  fliut  my  Eyes,  I 

ftumbk,  i  lofe  niy  Way,  break  a  Leg  or  an  Arm  perhaps^ 

flep  over  a  Bag  ot  Money,  for  him  to  find  that  comes  after 

me  with  hb  Eyes  open :  In  one  Word,  I  flip  my  Fortune  iit  a 

Fantaftical  Fteak,  to  no  manner  of  purpoie  but  for  my  owm 

Kiiin.    There  is  no  (urct  Remedy  for  this  fuperititious  and 

defponding  Weaknefs,  than  firft  to  govern  our  felves  by  the 

beft  Improvement  of  that  Reafon  which  Providence  has  given 

us  for  a  Guide ;  and  then,  when  we  have  done  our  own 

Tarts,  to  commit  all  chearfully  for  the  reft,  to  the  good  flea- 

fiire  of  HeaveA,  with  Truji  and  Reftgnation.   Why  (hould  not 

I  as  well  comfort  my  felf  with  tlie  Hope  of  what  may  be,  as 

torment  my  felf  with  the  Fear  on't  ?  He  that  diftrufts  God's 

Providence,  does  eficAually  put  himfelf  out  of  his  ProteSion. 


Fab.  394.      An     Agreement    between     the 

JDOIoHjefi  and  the  DoffS^  * 

THE  Wolves  found  themfelves  in  a  great  Streight 
once  how  to  deal  with  the  Dogs  \  they  could  do 
well  enough  with  'em  one  by  one,  they  faw ;  but  were 

Ec  ftill 
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ftill  worfted  and  over-bom  by  Numbers.  They  took 
the  Matter  into  Debate,  and  came  at  laft  to  this  con- 
clufion  :  That  unlefs  they  could  make  a  Party  amoi^ 
them,  and  by  a  parcel  of  fair  Words  and  Pretences, 
engage  them  into  a  G)nfederacy  againft  their  Maftos 
and  Themfelves,  there  was  no  good  to  be  done  in  the 
Matter.  Upon  this,  they  fent  out  their  Spies  among 
the  Dogs^  with  Inftruftions  to  go  to  thole  among  them, 
that  were  neareft  their  own  Make,  Size  and  OJour, 
and  to  reafort  the  Matter  with  them,  after  this  or  the 
like  manner.  (JVhy  Jhould  not  we^  that  are  aU  of  a  Co- 
hur^  and  in  a  manner  all  of  a  Kindj  be  all  of  a  Partj  tso^ 
and  all  of  an  htcreji  ?  Totfll  fay^  perhaps^  that  ;cff 
Majlers^  and  your  Fellows  will  take  it  illy  and  pick  t 
parrel  with  ye.  Well,  and  what  will  they  be  able  la 
make  on^t  then,  againfi  I'ou  and  Us  together  ?  If  it  cmis 
to  that  oHce^  *  twill  be  but  one  pujh  for  ally  and  the  fy^rk 
is  done.)  This  Difcoiirfe  wrought  as  well  as  Heart  couB 
wifli  i  for  a  great  many  of  the  Wolf-Colour  Dogs  cryM 
out,  JVell  fnov'd  uponV,  and  fo  went  over  to  the  other 
fide.  And  what  came  on*t  at  laft,  but  that  after  the 
Dogs  had  Defertcd,  the  JVolves  worry*d  one  Port  of  the 
Enemies  by  the  Help  of  the  Curs  that  went  over  to 
them ;  and  they  were  Itrong  enough  to  dcftroy  tlic  Rc- 
volters  themfelves. 

Hie  Moral. 

A  Houfc  divided  ogainj}  it  felf  cannot  Jl and, 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  Ficlion  may  be  matched  with  aThoulanJ  comm* 
Cafes,  where  Parties  are  divided  with  Fadtions  from  abnxA 
jjito  Feuds  and  Animofitics  among  themfelves.  'Tis  an  cafr 
mattcr'^to  form  and  to  invent  fpecious  Colours  and  Argl|" 
mcms  to  all  manner  of  purpofes,  and  to  paradox  the  Multi- 
tude into  wlTat  Opinion  any  Man  pieafes,  diat  is  but  Mate 
of  Art  and  Addrefs,  and  in  any  fort  of  Credit  with  tk 
Mobile  y  for  'tis  not  the  Reafon  of  the  thing  in  queftion,ht 
Eaflion  and  Prejudice  that  governs  in  the  Cafe.     What  wffl 

not  Ignorance  and  Crodulity  fwsdiow,  if  they  can  be  hit 

once 


^ 
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prcvail'd  upon  to  believe,  that  'tis  the  common  Intereft 
[  the  Dogs^  for  one  part  of  them  to  enter  into  an  Alliance 

the  If  "elves  againft  the  other ;  and  to  draw  Inferences 

the  Complexion  of  the  Minifters,  to  the  Reafon  of  the 
srnment ;  as  the  jyolf-cohmr  of  the  Dt^  is  made  an  Argu- 

for  a  Refemblance  in  xhc  Nature  of  'cm  ?  But  the  very 
3fition  points  out  the  ready  way  to  Deftruftion ;  and 
Lividing  of  the  Guards,  leads  manifeftly,  Firft,  to  the 
rying  of  one  another  y  and  Secondly,  to  the  utter  Ruin 
5  whole ;  only  the  Dogs  of  the  Confpiracy  are  to  be  lajf 
r.  The  Wolves  Propo&l  was  Prafticable  and  Natural 
^,  and  a  perfect  Emblem  of  the  Confufions  and  Poli- 
abroad  in  the  World.  The  Wolves  fit  in  Council,  and 
5s  the  Cabal  j  and  the  Subjeft-Matter  of  both  their  De-  " 

is  Divlfton.  The  one  fends  out  their  Spies  and  their 
ts,  to  tamper  and  feduce  the  Dogs  from  their  Faith  and 
»  The  other  have  their  Injlrumenis  at  work  too,  in  their 
i  and  Pulpits,  and  to  ftagger  the  People  in  their  Alle- 
5.  The  Dogs  are  to  be  debauched ;  that  is  to  fay,  the 
Er  are  to  be  corrupted:  The  Wolf-colout'd  Curs  to  be 
^ith  in  the  firft  place ;  that  is  to  fay,  tliofe  Courtiers 
srs.  Soldiers,  and  others  that  have  fomewhat  of  Agree- 
in  Principle  and  Perfuafion  with  the  Common  Enemy. 

and  the  very  fame  Argument  is  put  in  their  Mouths 
5^  are  all  of  a  Colour :  And  what's  the  Ifllie  of  all  this 
*»  but  the  fame  Fate  to  the  People,  where  thefe  Liber- 
ie taken,  that  attended  the  Dogs  and  the  Sheep  here  in 
tble. 

?*  A  B.  395.     A  mtAt  lurnM  g)ljcpf)CrlI. 

^fce  was  a  crafty  Wolf  that  drelsM  hinifclf  up  like 
a  Shepherd,  with  his  Crook,  and  all  his  Trade  a- 
Kim,  to  the  very  Pipe  and  Pofture.  This  Mafque- 
iucceeded  fo  well  with  him,  that  in  the  dead  of 
Jight  once,  when  the  Men  and  their  Dogs  were 
ft  afleep,  he  would  be  offerii^  at  the  Shepherd's 
and  Call  too :  But  there  was  fomewhat  of  a  Ilcrjil 
e  Tone,  that  the  Country  paferidy  took  an  Alarm 
^d  fb  they  fell  in  upon  him  in  his  Dilguifc,  when 
fe  fo  fhackled  and  hampcr'd  that  he  could  neither 
t  nor  Fly. 

Ec  2  The 


-^      ^ 
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The  Moral. 

^Tis  the  higheft  Pitch  of  a  PuUick  Calamiity^  whn  thtP^ 

are  fFonrfd  and  Seduced  by  thofe  that  flmJd  PruteB  mil 

JhuH  them.     No  Impoftor  is  Jo  Exqutfite^  tfx  «f  H  fir  i 

fome  way  or  other  to  a  Difcwerj.  J 

REFLECTION.  \ 

THIS  is  in  fome  (brt  the  Rcverfe  of  furriifiiPs  AUj 
from  the  IFeft  Indies^  that  the  Spaniards  Dogs  there,  tbr 
fcnt  to  prefcrve  their  Flocks  froiil  Wohes^  were  gnnmr 
thcmfelves.     Now  here's  a  ff^olf  tum'd  ^hepherdy  wek\ 
fame  Defign,  only  better  drefs'd  up :  For  there's  no  Ti 
^o  phiuftble,  as  that  which  is  cover'd   with  theRokj 
Guide  or  Governor.    Nothing  like  a  Mercenary 
to  make  a  Sedition  warrantable ;  nothing  like  an 
of  Pye-Bald  Divines,  to  make  it  a  Point  of  Coniocnoef 
nothing  again  like  a  Poplar  Ordinance^  to  make  it  bockl 
and  Gofpel.     There  are  hardly  any  more  dangerous  ' 
ments  of  Mifchief,  than  Corrupt  "Officers  and  Minifla%j 
abufe  their  Authority,   commit  publick  Violence  ii 
Matter's  Name,  and  do  Wrong  under  a  Cokxir  of' 
and  Juflice.     But  this  does  not  come  up  yet  to  the 
and  Point  of  the  Fiction  :  For  'tis  one  thti^  to  abufe  a i 
ful  Authority,  to  the  Degree  of  Tyranny  and 
and  it  is  another  thing  to  cxcrcife  a  worfc  Tyranny  and* 
prcfEon,    without  any   Authority  at  all.     The  ft^Jf^ 
Shepherd^  is  only  an  Vfurper  in  the  Shape  of  a  Pr^eB^'^ 
Perfccutor  under  the  Cloak  of  a  Governor  ;  a  Creature 
Cruel  and  Falfe  by  Nature,  in  oppofition  to  all  the  M( 
of  Piety  and  good  Manners,     So  that  here's  all  fuin»*^^ 
in  a  few  Words,  to  make  the  Cafe  Miferable  and 
The  Morality,  in  fine,  of  this  Fable,  mav  be  fairly 
apply *d  to  the  Errors  on  both  hands:  That  is  to  lay, of' 
that  put  a  Lawful  Authority  upon  the  ftretch,  to  the  A 
of  that   Power,    under  the  Colour  of  Prerogative  \  >■' 
thofc  that  take  upon  them  to  exercife  the  Offices  of 
without  any  Right  to't  at  all.     But  the  Sheep,  however,! 
well  guarded  in  the  mcran  time,  that  have  a  Wolf  fa 
Keeper. 
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Fab.  196.    An  ^fg  and  a  Ifott^ 

I  Old  Time,  when  a  Generous  Beaft  made  more 
Confcience  of  his  Word,  than  many  a  Modem 
-iftian  has  done  of  an  Oath  ;  a  Uon  (hook  Hands 
ii  an  jtfsy  and  (b  they  agreed  upon't  to  jog  on  up 
.  down  in  the  Woods,  Lovingly  and  Peaceably 
ether.  As  they  were  upon  this  Adventure,  they 
ovcr'd  a  Herd  of  fFoIves ;  the  Afs  immediately  fets 
a  hideous  Bray,  and  fetches  a  Run  at  them  Open- 
ijth,  as  if  he  would  have  Eaten  'em.  The  IVolves 
f  fnear'd  at  him  for  his  Pains,  but  fcamper'd  away, 
vever,  as  hard  as  they  could  drive.  By  and  by 
oes  the  j4fs  back  again.  Puffing  and  Blowing,  from 
Chafe.  Well,  fays  the  Uon^  and  what  was  that 
rid  Screajn  for,  I  prithee  ?  Why  (lays  t'other)  I 
^icen'd  'cm  all  away,  you  fee.  And  did  they  run 
ly  ^t>m  youy  fays  the  UoHj  or  from  me,  d*ye  think  ? 

The  Moral. 

fe  and  Blufter  is  fo  far  from  doing  Bujinefs^  that  infteed  rf 
(wing  and  Frighting  reopU^  it  ferves  only  to  makt  them 
'f^rty  when  the  Vanity  of  it  cwui  to  be  difcover'd. 

REFLECTION. 

THERE  are  Braying  Men  in  the  World,  as  well  as 
yingAffis ;  for,  what's  loud  and  fenfelefs  Talking,  Huf- 
'9  I^unning  and  BlaTpheming,  any  other  than  a  more 
ionable  way  of  Braying?  Only  the  one  is  that  to  the 
,  which  the  other  is  to  the  Mind  ;  and  a  Man  may 
er  endure  the  blocking  of  his  Senfe,  than  the  Affronting 
us  Rcalbn.  The  Zi9i{,  'tis  true,  might  have  kept  better 
npony  i  but  fo  long  as  it  was  only  for  his  Diverfion,  it 
IS  us  to  underftand  how'  far  Great  Men  may  be  allowed 
make  themfclves  merry  with  Buffoons.  The  fVohes 
ning  away  from  the  jlfs^  while  the  Lion  was  looking  on, 
t  us  in  the  JUegory,  Thai  Favourite  Affes  have  the  Privi- 
of  Favmriti  Dogs ;  they  mav  fnap  and  fnarl  where  they 
to  gratis :  But  'tis  for  their  Mafter's  fake  at  laft,  that  they 

E  c  3  coma. 
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come  ofF  with  a  whole  Skin.  And  what's  the  IlTuc 
all  this  Noife  in  the  Conclufion,  but  the  making  of  th 
makers  (till  more  Ridiculous  ? 


Fab.  397.    An  3pe  and  a  ^ounteba 

THerc  was  a  Mountebank  trick'd  up  as  fir 
Lord  ;  a  certain  j4pe^  that  had  a  Mind 
up  foi;  a  BeaUy  fpies  him  out,  and  nothing  wou! 
him,  but  he  muft  have  a  Suit  and  Drefeafi 
fame  Pattern  •,  he  prefe'd  the  Quack  {o  hard 
that  at  laft  he  told  him  plainly.  Upon  Conditio 
he,  that  you  fhall  wear  a  Silver  Ckun  aba 
Neck,  PU  give  you  the  very  Fellow  on*t ;  fa 
be  running  away  with  the  Livery  elle.  Jack 
to't,  and  is  prdendy  rigg*d  out  in  his  Gold  ai 
ver  Lace,  with  a  Feather  in*s  Cap  -,  and  as  Fig 
now  a-days,  a  very  pretty  Figure  he  made 
World,  I  can  afliire  ye  -,  tho*  upon  fecond  Th 
when  the  Heat  of  the  Vanity  was  over,  he  gre 
of  his  Bargain  ;  for  he  found  he  had  fold  his 
for  a  Fool^s  Coat. 

The  Moral. 

^Tis  with  us  in  our  Lives ^  as  with  the  Indians  in  the\\ 
that  truck  Gold  and  Pearly  for  Beads  and  Glajfes.  . 
with  the  Blejfmgs  of  both  Worlds  for  Plea  fur  es^  Court- 
and  Commiffious  ;  and  at  laji^  when  we  have  fold  our 
our  Lujlsy  wc  grow  fick  of  our  Bargain, 

REFLECTION. 

A  vain  Fool  can  hardly  be  more  miferable  than  the; 
of  his  own  Prayers  and  Wifhcs  would  make  him.  Ho 
Spe6hclcs  docs  every  Day  aftbrd  us,'  of  Apes  and  Alok 
in  Gay-Coats,  that  pafs  in  the  World  for  Pbikfs^ 
Men  of  Honour ;  and  'tis  no  wonder  for  one  Fool  to  val 
felf  upon  the  fame  Vanity  for  which  he  efleems  anoth 
tliat  judges  of  Men  and  Things  by  Senfe,  governs  hii 
Scnfe  too  ;  and  he  tliat  well  confiders  the  Pra<aiccs  and 
on^i  of  Uic  Age  he  lives  in,  will  find,  that  Folly  and 
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have  more  Difciples  than  Wifdom  and  Virtue.  The  Feather 
is  a  Foots  Cap  is  a  FooF^  Inclination  ;  nay,  it  is  his  Ambition 
too ;  for  h^  that  meafures  the  Chara^r  of  another  Man 
by  his  Outfide,  feldom  looks  farther  than  the  Bufmefs  of 
Drefs  and  Appearance  in  himfelf.  Befidc,  that  ill  Examples 
work  more  upon  us  than  good  ;  and  that  we  are  forwarder  to 
imitate  the  one,  than  to  emulate  the  other.  This  is  now 
the  higheft  Pitch  of  Infclidty,  when  we  do  not  only  fquare 
our  Lives  in  general,  accordmg  to  vicious  Precedents,  but  fet 
o<ir  Hearts  in  particular  (with  the  fantaftical  jfpe  here)  upon 
thisor  that  Extravagance.  Noother  fort  of  Fool  would  pleafe 
him,  than  the  very  Counter-part  of  this  Quack.  His  Miftakc 
was  dotfblc ;  Firft,  he  plac'd  an  Opinion  of  Happinefs  where 
there  was  no  ground  at  all  to  expeft  it  5  fecondly,  he  parted 
H*ith  his  Liberty  in  Exchadgc  for't ;  which  is  the  fame  Xhing 
with  Trucking  the  greatcft  Blefling  of  Human  Nature  for  the 
Handy- Work  of  a  Taylor. 


Fab.  398.     '^pgand  SftOQS. 

AG)mpany  of  Waggifh  Boys  wert  watching  of 
Frogs  at  the  Side  of  a  Pond,  and  ftill  as  any  of 
*em  put  up  their  Heads,  they'd  be  pelting  them  down 
again  with  Stones.  Children  (fays  one  of  the  Frogs) 
you  never  confider,  that  though  this  mty  be  Play  to  you^ 
^tis  Death  to  us. 

The  Moral. 

Hard'beartednejs  and  Cruelty  is  not  only  an  inhuman  Vtcij   hut 
worfe  than  Brutal :  For  fuch  Men  take  Delight  in  Bloedj 
which  Beajh  fpill  only  in  Self-defence^  or  in  Cafe  of  Necejftty. 
to  fatisfy  Hunger. 

REFLECTION. 

'TIS  a  dangerous  and  an  ill-natur'd  Liberty,  the  wonting 
or  the  fufFering  of  Children  to  play  with  Birds  or  Flies.  The 
Cudgelling  of  Shroving  Cocks  is  a  barbarous  Cuftom  ;  and 
ib  is  the.  common  Licence  that  Roguy  Boys  take  in  the 
Streets,  of  tearing  and  tormenting  of  Puppies  and  Kitlings. 
The  very  Sport  is  Cruelty ;  for  *tis  no  longer  a  Laughing 
Matter,  when  the  Life  of  a  Creature  comes  to  be  con- 
<f  rn'd.     This  is  a  Freedom  not  to  be  cndur'd,   fo  much  as 

£  e  4  ill 
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ili  the  Speftade,  but  much  Ids  to  be  approv'd  or  pndis'd, 
csTpecially  by  thofc  th^t  are  bohi  and  trained  up  to  aiiy  oonfi- 
dcrable  Figure  in  a  Government  :  For  Hard-beartedncfiin 
Bojrs  will  be  Brutality  and  Tyranny  in  Men.  Softnc&  and 
TenderneG  of  Nature,  are  the  Seeds  of  a  generous  Humani^  *, 
provided  always  tha^  Children  be  taught  to  diftinguUh  betwixt 
a  Benignity  and  a  Facilitv  of  DiQ)o{ition^  and  thatm^oot 
confound  Gracious  with  Efieminate.  By  this  Means  therein^ 
be  a  Foundatipn  laid  of  worthy  Thoughts,  iiriuch  will  ripen 
in  due  time  into  Glorious  Adions  and  Habits,  to  qualify  Ma 
for  the  Honour  and  Service  of  their  Country.  This  Ai 
tiotij  I  (ky,  of  4  Pious  and  a  Virtuous  Compaiffion,  will  di 
Men  afterward,  infteadofaddii^  AffliAion  toAfflifUoo,  and 
of  grinding  the  Face^  of  thf  Weak  and  Innocent,  to 
Protection  to  thofb  that  are  Opprefled, 


Fab.  399.    A  Couitcfl  of  JBealfjS* 

THE  Beajis  (a  great  while  ago)  were  f^  ham&d 
out  with  perpetual  Feuds  and  Fa&ions,  that  tbcy 
callM  a  General  Council^  in  the  Nature  of  a  C^mmttee  if 
Grievances  J  to  advife  upon  fome  Way  for  the  Adjjuft- 
ing  of  Differences,  in  order  to  a  Publick  Peace, 
After  a  great  many  Notable  Things  laid  upon  the 
Dvibate,  Pro  and  Con^  the  Hares  at  laft  (according  to 
the  Printed  Votes  of  thofe  Days)  deliver'd  their  Scnfc 
to  this  Effeft  :  Ther^  can  never  be  any  Quiet  in  this 
World,  fo  long  as  one  Bcaft  fhall  be  allowM  Naik, 
Teeth  or  Hcmtis,  more  than  another  -,  but  the  Weaker 
will  dill  be  a  Prey  to  the  Stronger :  Wherefore,  wt 
humbly  propofe  an  Univerfal  Parity^  and  that  we  may 
be  all  upon  the  lame  Levels  both  for  Dignity  and 
Power  •,  for  we  may  then,  and  not  *till  then,  proQiiic 
our  f^vqs  a  Blefled  S:ate  of  Agreement^  when  no  one 
Creature  fhall  be  able  to  Hurt  another, 

The  Moral. 

T%e  MohWc  areyfm  fir  Levelling  ;  that  is  tofaj^  fir  AdtMOtciag 
themfelves :  For  *tis  as  Broad  as  'tis  Long^  wbetber  tbej  Rsfe 

/i 
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t$  dtbirSf  cr  brini  others  down  to  them.     Befide^  that,  the  Doc^ 
trine  of  Levelling  Jlrikes  at  the  very  Order  of  Prnfidaue. 

REFLECTION. 

*T  I S  a  fooiiih  Thing  for  People  to  talk  Boldly,  without  a 
'ower  to  Execute;  for  upon  the  Upfhot,  they  ferveonlv  for 
port  to  their  Superiors.  The  World  is  like  to  be  well  go- 
em'd,  where  thofe  that  have  neither  Refolution  nor  Courage, 
laD  take  upon  'em  to  give  Law;  to*t :  When  Fools  (hail 
orteBt  the  Works  of  the  Heavenly  Wifdom,  and  pafs  Re- 
iew8  upon  the  Order  of  the  Univerfe.  It  might  be  every 
'or  as  cheap.  New-made  as  Mended;  and  the  whole  Cre« 
tion  taken  to  Pieces  and  Rebuilt,  as  any  Part  of  the  Work 
if  Providence  Improv'd.  If  God  pronounc'd  upon  every 
rhing  that  he  made,  thut  it  was  GW,  who  fhall  prefume  to 
bink  that  he  can  make  it  better  ? 

The  Queftion  is,  the  VrozMrm^oi znUniverfal Peace  ;  and 
he /£rr/x  are  of  Opinion,  that  the  Difarming  of  X/^nx,  Tygers^ 
ice.  and  the  brii^ing  of  Matters  to  a  Level,  would  do  the 
iVork.  Let  it  now  be  confider'd,  that  there  is  an  Ambition 
n  the  very  Aflfc^tion  of  that  Equality  :  For  *tis  as  broad  as 
(is  long,  whether  the  Other  (hall  be  brought  down,  or  they 
bcsnielves  advanced.  Tis  fottUh,  I  fay,  to  offer  at  I'hingi 
hat  cannot  be  brought  about ;  it  is  wicked  to  meddle  towards 
be  altering  or  unfettling  of  Things  Sacred ;  and  'tis  a  Mad- 
ie(s  for  the  Weaker  to  talk  of  binding  the  Hands  of  the  Stron* 
ger.  The  Simple  are  not  to  dlreA  ti^  Wife,  nor  the  Inferi* 
3irs  to  impofe  upon  thofe  that  are  above  them,  HTis  Nonfenfe 
DO  fuppofe  a  Level  in  the  feveral  Parts  of  the  Univerfe,  whea 
the  very  Frame  of  it  is  only  an  Orderly  Pile,  or  Scale  of  one 
Thing  above  another. 

Now  there  are  Hares  in  Cou^iclls  apd  in  Comniiffions  of 
^tate^  as  well  as  in  Fields^  and  in  FaUesj  where  the  Multitude 
^jt  for  Levelling  too,  and  for  Paring  the  Claws  and  Drawing 
the  Teeth  of  Governors^  as  well  as  of  Bea/is.  The  True 
Englifioi  leaving^  no  Power  to  do  Hurt,  is  the  leaving  no 
Power  to  do  Good  neither  ;  and  to  make  fhort  Work  on% 
the  leaving  no  Fewer  at  all,  *Tis  a  juggle  of  the  LevelUrs  ((ays 
Mr.  Selden,)  They  would  have  no  Body  Above  themy  tbej  fayi 
ht  they  do  not  telly  thefd  have  no  Body  Under  them. 


Fab. 
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Fab.  400.   A  CoCk  and  a  iTojC^Calt 

THcre  was  a  Fox-Cafe  fct  up  near  a  Hen-Recft^  o 
hold  forth  the  Doftrinc  of  Terror  and  Ejompk 
A  Cock  (pyM  it,  and  fcour*d  away  from*t,  as  fail  as  his 
Legs  and  his  Wings  cxnild  carry  him,  and  the  Bink 
hooted  at  him  for't.  Hark  yc,  my  Mafters  (fiys  he) 
there  are  Lhe  Foxes  as  well  as  Dead  Ones,  by  tk 
Token  one  of  them  had  me  by  the  Back  but  t'other 
Day,  and  a  Thoufand  Pound  to  a  Nut-lhell,  I  had  ne- 
ver got  off  again.  And  pray  tell  me  now,  if  any  of 
you  had  but  been  in  my  Condition,  whether  the  very 
Print  of  a  Fox*s  Foot  would  not  have  ftarted  ye  \  aud 
much  more  the  Image  of  him  in  his  Skin  ? 

The  Moral. 

7he  Burnt  Child  dreads  the  Fire. 

REFLECTION. 

W  E  fiP.d  this  to  be  true  upon  daily  Experience,  thatnr- 
row  Efcapcs  out  of  great  Dangers,  make  People  taixAkra 
at  lefs  ;  cfpccinlly  of  tlic  fame  kind.  One  had  better  be  laugh'J 
at  for  taking  a  Fcx-Cafe  for  a  /Iwf,  than  be  dcftroy'd  bv  takir: 
a  Lhc  Fox  only  for  a  Cafe.  The  very  Fancy  has  (bmc^i^tot 
Rcafon  in't ;  for  'ti?  but  a  meafuring  Caft,  upon  fuch  a  Suppo- 
fition  as  this,  •  whether  it  proves  the  one  or  the  other.  A  Lri 
w<?  Ice,  will  Drijc  at  a  Pn'uUcd  HohJty.  I  fing'd  the  Toes  of  an 
.'fiV  thronch  a  B»irnine-(ilaf-  mv  fclf  once,  and  he  would  nc- 
rcr  be  hrougiit  to  endure  the  Sight  of  a  Burnii^-GIafs  after. 
r  knew  anoil'jer  Jpc  that  was  Ihot  behind  his  Slafter  in  the 
L/>ng  Relxihon  here,  and  would  netcr  after  that  endure  the 
Sight  of  a  Piftol.  Now  there'?;  no  more  in  all  this,  than 
what's  Natuial,  Rcafoiubk  and  Fajniliar. 


F  A  B.  401.     A  CoWct  turn  d  Do302* 

A  Bungling  Ccbkr  that  was  ready  to  Sran-e  at  hi 
own  Trade,    changes  his  Quarter,    and  fees  up 
for  a  BofJor  \    and  by  die  Force  of  Sour  Looks  and 
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Hard  Words,  Conjures  himfelf  into  fome  fort  of  Re- 
putation with  the  Common  People,  His  Maftcr-piece 
was  a  Compofiiion  that  he  BiWd  about,  under  the 
Name  of  a  Sovereign  Antidote.  This  Phyfician  came  in 
time  to  fall  fick  himfelf,  and  the  Govemour  of  the 
Place  gave  him  a  Vifit.  He  calls  for  a  Cup,  and  a 
Dofc  of  his  Antidote^  puts  a  little  fair  Water  in't,  under 
a  pretence  of  fo  much  Poifon,  ftirs  it  together,  and 
gives  it  his  Patient.  This  (lays  he)  is  only  to  try  the 
Force  of  your  Medicine ;  and  if  you  out-live  it,  PU  give 
yc  a  confidcrable  Sum  of  Money  for  your  Receipt. 
The  poor  ^^ack  had  more  Care  of  his  Life  than  of  his 
Credit ;  and  fo  for  fear  of  being  poifon'd,  told  the  whole 
Tnith  of  the  Matter,  and  how  he  came  to  be  a  Phyfi- 
cian. The  Governor,  upon  this  Difcovery,  call'd  the 
People  together,  and  bad  them  confider  the  Folly  and 
Madnefs  of  their  Confidence,  that  would  venture  the 
patching  up  of  their  Carcafles,  upon  the  Skill  of  an  igno- 
rant Fellow,  that  no  body  who  knew  him  would  truft 
fo  much  as  with  the  mending  of  a  Pair  of  Old  Shoes. 

The  MoR  AL. 

Tljere^ 5  ^^tacking  in  all  Trades:  Bold  Ignorance paffes  ripen  thi 
Mtdtitude  for  Science ;  and  it  is  with  Men  as  it  is  with 
Brutes^  fome  are  to  Eat^  and  others  to  be  Eaten.  Confident 
Knaves  live  upon  Credulous  Fools. 

REFLECTION. 

NO  Fable  can  be  plcafant,  profitable  or  inftruftive  in  Em- 
blem, that  is  not  drawn  to  the  very  Life  of  Nature  j  and  we 
have  ^  Horror  for  the  monftrous  Produftions  of  the  Brain,  as 
well  as  for  thofc  of  the  Body.  Wherefore  the  Tcft  of  an  edi- 
fying Parable,  is  a  Congruity  of  the  Moral  to  the  Lines  of  Pra- 
dicc,  and  to  the  Image  of  Truth.  The  Refemblance  muft  be 
Touching,  and  a  Man  muft  have  a  Feeling  of  it  to  be  mov'd 
with  it.  'Tis  never  right,  till  I  can  fey  to  myfclf,  how  ma- 
ny Inftanccs  have  I  feen  in  the  World  of  this  Cobler  turn'd  2>»- 
aor  F  How  many  UndcrlayerSy  that  when  they  could  not  live 
upon  their  Trade,  have  rais'd  themfelves  from  Cobling  to  Flax^ 
ingj  and  taken  upon  them  to  caft  the  Water  of  a  Body  Po- 
litick, as  well  as  of  a  Body  Natural  I  Tha^  nucid&  Tcv(t  cA  ^ 
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cabling  Colonel  of  famous  Memnr)',  (and  he  was  a  Statriman 
too  of  the  Long  Parliament  EditUn)  to  a  Lady  of  Quality  in 
Ireland.  She  had  been  fo  terribly  plundered,  that  the  poor 
Woman  went  almoR  bare-foot :  And  as  {he  was  warming  her 
Feet  once  in  the  Chimney-Corner,  the  Colonel  took  notice 
that  her  Shoocs  waiitcd  Capping ;  Lmrd^  Madam  (fays  ht) 
nvhy  eTye  wear  no  better  Shooes  ?  Why  truly.  Sir,  (ays  ftc,  all 
the  Coblers  are  turn'd  Colonels^  and  t  can  get  no  body  to  mend 
•cm.  Now  to  do  right  to  the  Apologue^  there  arc  (everal  re- 
ourkable  Innuendo's  int :  .Here's  firft,  a  Coxcomb  that  Com- 
mences Dodlor.  Secondly,  a  kind  of  an  Individuum  Vagumy 
dreft  up  in  the  Character  of  a  Man  of  Quality.  Thirdh*, 
From  being  ready  to  ftarve  Himfelf,  he  makes  a  very  good 
Living  out  of  the  Privilege  of  Poifoning  and  deftroying  odxr 
People.  Founhly,  it  gives  us  to  undjcrfland  the  Force  of 
Impudence  on  the  one  band,  and  of  Ignorance  on  the  other; 
for  what  was  it  but  the  brazen  Face  of  the  Quack,  affifted 
by  the  Silliiiefs  of  the  Mobile^  that  advanc'd  this  Upftart  from 
the  Stall  to  the  Stage  ?  It  is  not  to  be  imagined,  the  Power 
of  I'uniour  and  Pretence,  bold  Looks,  hard  Words,  and  a 
fajx.Tcilious  Brow,  upon  the  Paffions  of  the  Multitude.  To 
fav  tlic  Truth  on't,  Wc  arc  impos\i  upon  by  Botcken  and 
Men  of  Forehead,  without  Common  Scnfe,  in  all  Trades 
and  Profeflion^,  even  to  the  venturing  of  Soul,  Body,  Life 
jn<J  Eftatc  upon  tlicir  Skill,  Honefty  and  Credit.  Can  any 
]\l:m  loolc  abo';t  him  in  the  World  now,  and  caft  his  t\'C 
and  Thouglit  upc^ii  every  Day's  Inllances  of  fome  of  thcfe 
wonderful  Improvements  and  Convcrfions,  without  faying 
fo  himrdf.  The  Mythchpjl  ix'>intcd  at  all  thefe  Men  in  this 
Fable  r  For  i :  holds  as  well  fn^m  Fopfhsi-y  to  Policy y  from  Bafe- 
?rfs  to  HcnnuTy  and  from  Bcrga*y  to  Superf.uityy  as  from 
Patching  to  Purf^iugy  and  from  the  Stall  to  the  Urinai,  But 
a  Trial  of  Skill  ar  lall  [M:t>  him  pad  his  Latin;  and  when  it 
coincs  to  that  ojire,  Jic'll  h;ive  more  Wit  than  to  venture  hi) 
Life  upon  his  /Iy:tidcte, 


F  A  B.  402.    A  CoWcc  and  a  JTfnancicr* 

THerc  was  a  Droll  of  a  Ccbler^  that  led  a  Life  as 
merry  as  the  Day  was  long,  and  Singing  and 
j caking  was  liis  Delight.  But  it  was  not  altogether 
io  well  with  a  Neighbour  of  his,  though  a  Great  Of- 
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ficcr  in  the  Treatiiry  -,  for  there  was  no  Singings  nor 
hardly  any  Sleeping  under  his  Roof:  Or,  if  he  h:^ 
pen'd  to  Doze  a  litde  now  and  then  in  a  Mornings 
'twas  Forty  to  one  the  Jolly  Cobler  Wak'd  him.  How 
often  would  he  be  Wifhing  to  himfclf,  that  Sleep  were 
to  be  boi^t  in  the  Market  as  well  as  Meat  and  Drink! 
Whik  his  Head  was  working  upon  this  Thouglir, 
the  Toy  took  him  in  the  Crown  to  fend  for  the  Song- 
ftcr.  Come  Neighbour,  Says  he,  thou  liv*ft  like  a 
Prince  here ;  How  much  a  Year  canft  thou  get  by  thy 
Trade;  Nay,  Faith  Matter,  fays  the  Cobler ^  I  keep 
no  ^Count-Books ;  but  if  I  can  get  Bread  from  Hand 
to  Mouth,  and  make  even  at  the  Year's  End,  I  never 
trouble  myfelf  for  to  Morrow.  Well,  fays  the  Officer, 
but  if  you  know  what  you  can  earn  by  the  Day,  you 
may  eafily  caft  up  what  that  comes  to  by  the  Year : 
Ay,  lays  he,  but  that's  more  or  lefs,  as  it  falls  out  *,  for 
we  have  a  World  of  Holy-Days j  Fejlivalsj  and  New 
Saints^  that  'cis  a  woundy  Hindrance  to  a  poor  Man 
that  lives  by  his  Labour.  This  dry,  blunt  way,  took 
mth  the  Officer,  and  fo  he  went  on  with  him.  Come, 
my  Friend,  feys  he,  you  came  into  my  Houfe  a  Cobler^ 
what  will  you  lay  now,  if  I  fend  you  out  on*t  an  Em- 
peror?  And  fb  he  put  a  Furfe  of  an  Hundred  Crowns 
into  his  Hand.  Go  your  ways,  lays  he,  there's  an  Eftate 
for  ye,  and  be  a  good  Husband  of  it.  Away  goes  the 
Cobler  with  his  Gold,  and  in  Conceit,  as  rich  as  if  the 
Mines  of  Peru  had  been  emptied  into  his  Lap.  Up 
he  locks  it  immediately,  and  all  the  Comfort  of  his  Dfe^ 
together  with  his  Crowns  in  the  fame  Cbeft.  From  the 
time  he  was  Maftcr  of  this  Treafiire,  there  was  no  more 
Singir^  or  Sleeping  at  our  Houfe ;  not  a  Cat  flirr'd  in 
the  Garret,  but  an  Out-cry  of  Thie\'cs ;  and  his  Cot- 
tage was  io  haunted  with  Cares,  JealouGes  and  wild  A* 
larms,  that  his  very  Life  was  become  a  Burden  to  hinu 
So  that  after  a  fhort  time,  away  trudges  he  to  the  Of- 
ficer again :  Ah  Sir,  fays  he,  if  you  have  any  Charity 
ifx  a  miferable  Creature,  do  but  let  me  luve  my  Songs 
and  Sleep  again,  and  do  you  take  back  your  Hundred 

Crowns^ 
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Crowns,    with  an  Hundred  ThouCind   Thanks  into 
the  Bargain. 

.  The  MoR  A  L. 

The  Poor  Man^  that  has  hut  from  Hani  to  Mouthy  pajfes  hii 
Time  Aferrifyy  and  without  any  Fear  or  Danger  of  fhieses^ 
Publick  or  Private  j  but  the  Houfe  that  has  Money  inUy  is  as 
good  as  haunted. 

REFLECTION. 

THISTabk  makes  Riches  to  be  a  great  Enemy  to  our  Rc- 
poie,  and  tells  us,  that  the  Cares  of  Money  lie  heavier  upon  a 
Good  Man,  that  the  Inconveniencies  of  an  Honeft  Poverty. 
He  that  fets  the  Anxiety,  Fears  and  Dangers  that  accompany 
Riclies,  ag^inft  the  chearful  and  the  eafy  Security  of  a  private 
Fortune  and  Condition,  may  very  well  be  thankful  for  the 
One,  without  Repining  at  the  Other.  He  that  fets  his  Heart 
upon  any  thing  in  this  World,  nukes  himfelf  a  SIa\'e  to  his 
Hopes  and  Fears,  and  is  as  fure  of  being  Difappointcd,  as  he 
is  of  the  Uncertainty  of  Human  Affairs.  Let  it  be  Love,  Pre- 
ferment, Court-Favours,  Popuhwity,  or  what  elfe  it  will,  (bme 
Rival  or  other  he  muft  expeft  to  meet  with  in  all  his  Pretcn- 
fions.  The  Proud  Man's  Inclinations  is  Glory,  High  Place 
in  the  World,  and  the  Applaufc  of  People.  '  The  Envious 
Man's  Heart  is  fet  upon  doing  (hrcwd  l^urns,  defamatory 
Calumnies  and  Re\'cnge.  In  few  Words,  Violent  Affcclions 
never  fail  of  being  Uneafy  and  Importune  :  But  of  all  extra- 
vagant Paffions,  the  Love  of  Money  U  the  moft  Dangerous, 
in  regard  of  the  grcateft  Variety  of  DifFcukies  that  atrend  it. 
There  may  be  fome  few  Pretenders  to  a  Beautiful  Lady ; 
fome  few  Candidates  for  the  Favour  of  a  Pojiuhr  Clioice: 
But  thefe  are  Competitions  tliat  intermit,  and  go  off  and 
on  as  it  happens,  upon  this  or  that  Occafion.  But  Money  is 
anUniverfal  Mijhefs \  Men  are  always  Watching,  Spying, 
and  Defigning  upon't  5  and  all  the  Engines  of  Worldly  Wif- 
dom  arc  perpetually  at  work  about  it :  So  that  whlofocvcr 
is  poffefs'd  of,  and  folicitous  for  that  Intcreft,  (hall  never  clofe 
his  Eves,  fo  long  as  Craft,  Violence,  or  Confpiracv,  fliall 
be  able  to  keep  dicm  Waking. 


Fa  b. 
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Fab.  403.     The  ^agle,  Cat  and  (SotD* 

rHere  was  za  Eagle^  a  Cat  and  a  Sow^  that  bred  in 
a  Wood  t(^ther.  The  Eagk  T'lmh^d  upon 
wC  Top  of  a  high  Oak\  the  Cat  Kitten'd  in  the  hollow 
rank  of  it,  and  the  Sow  Jay  Pigging  at  the  Bottom. 
he  Cath  Heart  was  let  upon  Mifchief,  and  io  Ihe 
ent  with  her  Tale  to  the  Eagle.  Your  Majefty  had 
sft  look  to  yourfelf,  lays  Pufs\  for  there  is  molt  ccr- 
inly  a  Plot  upon  ye,  and  perchance,  upon  poor  me 
10 ;  for  yonder*s  a  Sow  lies  Grubbing  every  Day  at 
le  Root  of  this  Tree ;  lhe*ll  bring  it  down  at  laft, 
id  then  your  Litde  Ones  and  Mine  are  all  at  Mercy. 
3  foon  as  ever  Ihe  had  Hammered  a  Jealoufie  into  the 
lead  of  the  Eagle^  away  to  the  Sow  Ihe  gpcs,  and  Figs 
er  in  the  Crown  with  another  Story  j  Litde  do  you 
link  what  Danger  your  Litter  is  in  j  there's  an  Eagle 
etching  conftantly  upon  this  Tree  to  make  a  Prey  of 
our  Pigs  J  and  fo  foon  as  ever  you  are  but  out  of  the 
(ray,  Ihe  will  certainly  execute  her  Defign.  The  Cat 
ipon  this,  goes  prefendy  to  her  Kittens  agiin,  keeping 
lerfelf  upon  her  Guard  all  Day,  as  if  Ihe  were  afraid^ 
md  fteals  out  ftill  at  Night  to  provide  for  her  Family. 
!n  one  Word,  the  Eagk  durft  not  ftir  for  fear  of  the 
yow ;  and  the  Sow  durft  not  budge  for  fear  of  the  Ea- 
le :  So  that  they  kept  themfelves  upon  their  Guard  till 
hey  were  Starved,  and  left  the  Care  of  their  Children 
o  Pufs  and  her  Kittens.  "  '• 

The  Moral. 

rhere  can  he  no  Peace  in  any  State  or  Family^  where  Whifperen 
and  ^aU'bearen  are  encouraged. 

REFLECTION. 

Bufy-Bodics  and  Intermcdiers,  are  a  dangerous  fort  of  Peo- 
)le  to  have  to  do  withal ;  for  there's  no  Mifchjcf  that  may 
lot  be  wrought  by  tho  Cmft  and  Manage  of  a  double  Tongue, 
xrith  a  Fooliih  Crcdulit}-  to  work  upon.     There's  hardly  a 
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greater  Peft  to  Government,  Converiation,  the  Peace  of  So- 
cieties, Relations  and  Families,  than  officious  Tak-beaieii 
and  bufy  Intermedlers.  Thefe  Pick-thanks  are  enough  o 
let  Mankind  together  by  the  Ears  '^  thejr  live  upon  Calumnr 
and  Slander,  and  cover  themfelves  too  under  the  Sol  oF 
Secrecy  and  Friendfhip :  Thefe  are  the  People  that/rf  that 
Nttghlfours  Houfes  on  Fire  to  Roafl  their  own  Eggs.  The  Sii 
of  Traducing  is  Diabolical,  according  to  the  very  Letters 
and  if  the  OfEcc  be  artificially  nunag'd,  'tis  enough  to  pi 
the  whole  World  into  a  Flame,  and  no  body  the  Wiicr 
which  way  it  came.  The  Mifchief  may  be  promoted,  by 
Mif-reprefenting,  Mif-underflanding,  or  Mif-intcrprediig 
our  NeighboursThoughts,  Words  and  Deeds ;  and  no  Wbujid 
fo  Mortal  as  that  where  the  Poifon  works  under  a  Pretaxc 
of  Kindnefs :  Nay,  there  are  ways  of  Commendation  and 
Infinuations,  of  Afiedlion  and  Elteem,  that  Kill  a  Man  a 
iixre  as  a  Gun.  This  PraAice  is  the  Bane .  of  all  Tnii 
and  Confidence ;  and  it  is  as  frequent  in  the  Intrigues  of 
Courts  and  States,  as  in  the  moil  ondinary  Accidents  oif  Life 
Tis  enough  to  break  the  Neck  of  all  Honeft  Purpeles^ 
to  Kill  all  Generous  and  Publick-Spirited  Motions,  and  t9 
ftifle  all  Honourable  Inclinations  in  the  very  ConceptioB. 
But  next  to  the  Praftice  of  thefe  Lewd  Offices,  Deliver  aD 
Honefl  Men  from  lying  at  the  Mercy  of  thofe  that  Encourage 
and  Entertain  them. 


Fab.  404.     The  iFroffjS  and  the  T5Ull0* 

THere  happened  a  delperatc  Duel  betwixt  a  Couple 
of  Bulls^  upon  a  Point  of  Honour ;  for  the 
Quarrel  was  about  a  Miftrefs.  There  w;is  a  Frag  at 
the  fame  time  upon  the  Bank  of  a  Lake,^  looking  on 
to  fee  the  Combat.  Ah,  lays  the  Frog^  What  will  be- 
come of  us  now  ?  Why  prithee,  fliys  one  of  his  Com- 
piUiions,  What  are  the  Bulb  to  the  Frcgs^  or  the  Lakes 
to  the  Meadows  ?  Very  much,  I  can  affure  ye,  lays 
the  Frog  again,  for  he  that's  worfled  will  be  fure  to 
tiiku'  Sandluary  in  the  Fens,  and  then  we  arc  to  be 
rrcd  to  Pieces. 

I  The 
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Fab l  k  s  ^  Je^jeral  ^uphorsi  4J J 


The  Moral. 

^rant  Reges,  PIe£hintur  Achivi.  Whtn  Princes  fait  euti 
the  Commmalty  fi(ffersi  'end  tbi  LiiHe  p  u  Wretk  fsr  tbi 
^uarreh  of  the  Great. 

REFLECTION. 

LET  HI  Confeqiiences  be  never  (b  Remote,  'tit  good  how«^ 
rer,  .li^ith  the  Fregs  here  in  the  Fable,  to  have  the  Reafon 
r  Thii^  at  Hand.     The  Defign  of  many  Afticns  looks 
ne  way,  and  the  Event  works  another,  as  a  Toung  Game- 
ci^s  couzen'd  with  a  Bricole  at  Tehrui.     JBut  Mifchfefe^ 
rhether  meant  or  not,  are  to  be  ptovidcd  agamft  and  pre- 
ented  with  as  much  Care  and  Induftry,  as  if  they  had  been 
efigned  from  the  Beginning ;  and  the  Application  of  Fore- 
gbt  in'  the  one  Qife,  muft  fupply  the  want  of  Forefight  in 
be  qtbeir.     'Tis  the  Fqol  that  liVes  ex  Tempore^  and  from 
^igHd  to  Afuitbj  as  we  fay,  without  carrying  his  Th6ughts 
nto  the  Future.     But  ^  wife  Mah  .looks  forward,  through 
be  proper  and  natural  Courf^  and  Connexion  of  Caufes  and 
linQs ;  and  in   fo  doing,  he  fortifies  himfelf  againfl  the 
iVorft  that  can  befal  him.     The  Frogs  Cafe,  in  fome  Re- 
peal, is  that  of  a  Civil  War ;  where  People  muft  exped  to 
le  cniih'd  and  fqueez'd  in  the  Confequence,    toward  the 
3iarge  and  Burden  of  it.     72^/  Lords  make  Merry^  but  'tis 
be  Commons  muft  pay  the  Pipers 


..li    .1     '»■■  ■  t>i 
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Fab.  405;      The  JTrOffjEf  and  the  g)UlU 

kN  the  Innocent  Age  of  the  Wodd,  t^iieii  thefc  were 
JL  no  Children  in  Nature^  but  thofe  that  were  bego't 
in  Lawful  Wedlock^  it  was  in  every  Body's  Mouth, 
tet  the  Sun  was  about  to  Many.  The  Frogs  in  Gc- 
(icral  were  ready  to  L«ip  out  of  their  Skins  for  Joy  at 
it,  till  one  Crafty  Old  Slut  in  the  Company,  advis'd  *em 
DO  conlkler  a  little  Better  on't,  before  they  appointed  % 
Day  of  Thankigiving  for  the  Blefling.  For  (lays  (he)  if 
we  are  almoft  fcordiM  to  Death  already,  with  One  Surtj 
What  will  become  of  us  when  the  Swt  fliall  have  C&7- 
ihtn^  and  the  Heat  t&creafe  upoi^  us  with  the  Family. 


^^iif 
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The  Moral. 

/fl  iaie  many  Things  at  firft  Blu/b^  fir  Blejfr^s^   tUt  i^ 
See^  Thoughts  we  findvmuld  be  maft  pernidous. 

REFLECTION. 

tT  requires  great  Cafe  and  Circumfpoftion,  that  we  wcfb 
and  ballance  Things  before  we  pronounce  them  to  be  citkr 
Good  or  Evil ;  For  Men  are  thduikfal  many  timet  fer  dinA 
MalediAions^  and  mortify  themfeWcs  upon  the  Mifbbof 
Iitiaginary  Bleflings.  'Twas  a  Wife  Freg  that  ad^'is'd  htf 
Fellows  to  think  weM  on't,  before  they  rung  the  fidb  fiv 
the  Svn^s  tfidding.  l*his  Fancy  looks  toward  the  Cade  of  a  * 
Republican  Humour  that  has  got  a*Head  in  a  AtniarMal 
State.  Now  Empire  is  not  to  be  fluur'd  in  C§njirt\  ad 
liirhen  Sovereignty  marries,  'tis  no  longer  Single  but  P^aler; 
and  fKll  the  Greater  the  Number  of  Governors,  the  fieam 
is  the  Weight  of  the  Governments  Now  thou^  the  Orif 
of  Superiority  and  Subjection  be  of  abfblute  Neodfity  fbrik 
Good  of  Mankind,  this  does  not  yet  hinder  it  in  Dnan^  ^ 
fpe^,  from  being  Grievous  to  thofe  that  live  under  it;  etof 
common  Man  would  be  Free,  and  thinks  himielf  wn»^ 
if  he  be  not  fo.  Now  this  is  for  want  of  underfbndiif 
True  and  Natural  Reafon  of  the  Matter ;  which  Ls  tilt 
when  One  Government  comes  to  be  diflblv'd,  the  firft  Tfcii^ 
to  be  done,  is  to  fall  to  Cutting  oi  'l^hroats  towards  de 
letting  up  of  Another. 


Fab.  406.    The  JTOjC  Condemned. 

THere  was  a  Fox  (as  the  Story  has  it)  of  a  Ix«o 
Life  and  Converlation,  that  hiippen'd  at  laft  w 
be  catch'd  in  liis  Roguery,  and  calPd  to  an  Accoom 
for  the  Innocent  Blood  he  had  fpilt  of  Lambs,  PulteSi 
and  Gedc  without  Number,  and  without  any  Sa& 
cither  of  Shame  or  of  Confciencc.  While  he  was  ■ 
the  Hands  of  Jufticc,  and  on  his  Way  to  the  Gibbcif 
a  Freak  took  him  in  the  Head  to  go  oft'  with  a  Concdt 
You  Gentlemen,  the  King*s  Officers,  laj-s  he,  I  hw^ 
no  Mind  in  die  World  to  go  to  the  Gallows  by  tht 

Common  Road  #  but  if  you'll  carrv  me  throu^  the 

littk 
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looA  there  on  the  Right  ^iind,  t  fhould  take  it 
ndly:  The  People  ^cyM  a  Trick  in*t  at  firft; 
at  thel^  might  ht  fome  Thought  of  a  Rdcue^ 
ifcape  in  the  Cafe ;  till  ReyHiard  afliir'd  them^ 
lis  Honour;  that  he  had  no  fiich  Defign :  Only 
.  a  great  Lovei*  of  MuTick^  that  he  had  rather 
le  Chirpii^  Madrigal  in  the  Woodsy  than  Forty 
trks  and  Popes  upon  the  Ladder. 

The  Mo  R  A  L. 

^e^ie  an  hardened  in  )an  Habimat  Defiance  eftieaven 
%//,  that  thefUfport  with  them  at  the  very  Gallows^  and 
themfehei  upon  Living  and  Dying  off  ofa^iicti 

REFLECTION. 

IS  Fable  hits  the  Humour  of  a  great  tn^riy  hooCi 
in  the  World,  that  are  fo  Wicked  as  to  value  theili- 
pon  their  III  Manners,  and  the  Contelnt>t  of  all  Good- 
^ayi  to  the  Degree  ieven  of  taking  a  Pride  in  their 
^^'and  afieAing  a  Reputation  by  it,  in  proportion  to 
afure  of  the  Extravagance.     Some  Meh  are  fo  har- 
1  Lewdnefs,  that  they  mslke  it  a  Point  of  Honoar  td 
c  to*tj  and  to  go  to  the  Devil  with  a  Frolick  betwixt 
"ceth.     They  have  gotten  a  Habit  of  laughing  Ho- 
nd  Good  Manners  out  of  Countenance,  and  a  repro^ 
lardricis  of  Heart,  does  them  the  Office  of  Philofophy 
s  a  Contempt  of  .Death.     Our  Gommdn  Executions 
)ut  too  many  Inftances  of  this  kindj    and   it  helps 
ly  to  keep  up  the  Humour,  that  inftead  of  owning  and 
ng  an  Abhorrence  for  thefc  Affronts  upon  God  and 
e,  the  Impiety  is  celebrated  for  a  Jeft.     And  whence 
it  how,  that  Men  (hould  be  fo  infenfible^  either  of  a 
t  Calamity,  oi*  of  a  future  Judgment ;  but  from  tha 
n  of  a  Scoffing  Atheiftical  Life.j  where  Licentioufnels 
long  paiit'd  for  Sharpnefs  of  Wit,  afid  Greifnefi  of 
that  the  Confcience  is  grown  Callous  ^  and  after  this^ 
ty  a  Natural-  Congruity  for  Men  to  Dye  as  they  hav6 
Now  a  Libertv  in  this  Latitude,  is  not  more  exe-^ 
than  the  Example  is  pernicious ;  efpecially  where  it  i^ 
ed  vrith  thePleafure  of  a  Fro^iy  and  a  Surprizing  Wii 
olhmend  the  Wickedncfs. 


4jd  Fables0^ fever al Auth 

^  Fab.  467.   A  ^ait  nt  a  Si%^t>{\ 

A  Certain  Frinoe  took  a  Learned  Man 
widi  him :  It wai  ^^^^if^'-Day^  it  i 
a  9tat  deal  of  Larae  Grown  Fi/b  there  ? 
Table,  xmljr  tu:  the  lower  End,  ixdiere  the? 
fiitei  thete  Were  none  but  Littk  Ones.  He 
ievml  of  them  One  by  One,  and  firft  put  I 
to  the  Fiflies  Ear,  and  then  the  Fiifaes  Mbu 
own  Ear^  and  fb  hid  'em  in  whole  again,  i 
much  as  Taftiiur  one  Bit  of 'em.  Gime,  Sir 
Matter  of  the  Feaft,  you  have  fome  plea£mt 
or  other  in  your  Head  now.  Pray  let  the  < 
take  Dart  with  ye.  Why  Sir,  fiys  he,  my  F 
die  lU  Fortune  about  Two  Years  ago  to  be  C 
upon  this  Coaft  \  and  I  was  alking  thefe  litt 
^  they  codd  tell  me  what  became  of  his  Bod 
laid  No,  they  could  not,  for  'twas  before  thd 
but  if  I  examined  the  Great  Ones,  'cis  pofl 
might  be  able  to  fay  fbmewhat  to't.  The  Pi 
fo  well  plcas'd  with  the  Fancy,  that  he  on 
Mels  to  be  chang'd,  and  from  that  I'ime  for 
Body  welcomer  to  the  Table  than  this  Man. 

The  Mo  R  A  L. 

//  is  a  Mafter-pUce  in  Converfation^  to  intermix  tt 
bertyfo  difcreetly^  that  there  may  he  nothing  itft  th 
Coar/e,  or  out  of  Sea/on, 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  is  to  tcll  us,  that  Good  Humour  goes  far 
times  in  the  Reputation  of  the  World,  than  Profou 
ingi  though  undoubtedly  both  together  are  bcft. 
a  certain  Knack  in  the  Art  of  Converfation  th 
good  Grace  to  many  Things,  by  the  Manner  and  ^ 
handling  'em,  which  in  the  ordinary  Way  of  brinj 
ters  about,  would  give  great  Ofiencc  to  the  comm 
even  of  Civility  and  Difcrction.  The  Skill  on't  1 
Nicety  oi  Dtmiv^u>&;^^i  ¥\ift^  what  lilwrty  is 
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\\  and  fuch  a  Cafe.  And  Secondly,  How  to  temper 
commodate  that  Freedom  to  a  Confidence  with  Good 
;rs :  And  this  muft  be  done  too  without  Formalitv 
.ffedation,  for  a  ftudied  and  a  laboured  Forecaft 
I  the  fetting  of  fuch  a  Humour  abroach,  is  Putid  and 
3US  to  the  higheft  Degree  \  and  better  Fifty  fuch  Con- 
irere  loft,  than  that  Any  thing  of  Contrivance  or  Pre-, 
tion  ihould  appear  in't.  There  are  a  fort  of  People^ 
'h«n  they  have  once  hit  upon  a  Thougjht  that  tickles 

will  be  ftill  bringing  it  in  by  Head  and  Shoulder^ 
nd  over  in  feveral  Companies,  and  upon  ieveral  Occa- 
but  'tis  below  the  Dignity  of  a  Ma^i  of  Weight,  to 
limfelf  upon  fuch  a  Levity ;  for  it  mak^  him  look  at 
Bing  were  his  Mafter-piece.  Now  tbefc  Turns  of 
and  Entertainment,  ihould  pafs  off  si9  they  c^we  on, 
fly  and  ^)afily,  without  laying  any  ftrefs  upop  theiQ.^ 
:y  are  then  only  Happy  and  A^eeable,  when  th^ 
Lv'd  oS  a  la  VoUe  and  fra  Re  Nata^  and  only  made  u& 
nne,  as  a  Sauce  to  ^  Converiation.  The  rhiloibpher 
\  Inftance,  was  ^Pt  without  fome  J^i^^ltv  how  to 
is  Point :  There  were  better  Fifli  at  the  Table,  and 
tieftion  was,  how  to  come  at  them,  without  being 
Rude  or  Importune ;  and  3fet  if  he  were  not  clear 
1  to  b^  underftood,  he  was  in  danger  ftill  to  lofe  his 
ig.  So  that  he  found  out  fuch  a  way  of  aflting,  as  to 
Le  a  Queftion  without  fpeaking  a  Word  to't  ^  and  he 
in  fuch  a  Fafliion  of  ReipeA  too,  that  it  might  not 
ke  Begging  on  the  one  Hand,  or  Reproaching  on  the 

And  he  was  much  in  the  Right  once  again  too,  whea 
iddle  was  already  fet  a-foot  rather  to  wait  till  the  £x- 
on  fhould  be  dellr'd,  t^um  to  prompt  the  Mafter  of 
aft  to  call  for't. 


Fab.  408.    Two  LaHcn  SUTeiBf^ 

J  Two  AJfes  were  Fording  a  River,  the  one 
Laden  with  SaU^  the  other  with  Sponge:  The 
tfs  fell  down  under  his  Burden,  but  qtiickly  gpt 
xin,  and  went  on  the  Merrier  for*t.  The  Sponge- 
)und  it  agreed  fo  well  with  his  Companion,  that; 
lies  he  too,  upon  the  fame  Experiment  •,  but 
Vatcr  that  difrolv*d  the  Salt^  n\4de  the  Sponge 

F  f  3  •  ^on 
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Forty  Times  Heavier  than  it  wa$  be&Hr ;  and  thai 
^hidi  eas'd  the  pne»  drowu'-d  the  Other* 

The  Mo  R  A  L, 

TbiDiceivirm^hi  Dicehii:  MaKfFe§ple  tmktJkyiMufmn 
for  tbtir  otim  Riliify  without  cmfidnvi^  tbat  %/uhafis  Gmim 
pte  Cajiy  may  in  Bad  in  amtber. 

REFLECTION. 

•  ^  • 

A  Wire  Kfan  lives  by  Rearon,  not  hj  l^xainpie ;  pr  if  k 
docs,  'tis  odds,  he  goes  out  of  |&is  Way.  We  hav^  a  f*wi-«» 
Saying  that  holds  in  a  Thoufiuid  ordinary  Cafes^  irfiat  dc 
iame  Thing  ruins  one,  that  faves  another.  It  is  the  Pan  aKb 
of  an  Honeft  Nfan  to'  deal  above-Board,  and  without  Trick 
The  jfjs  with  the  Sponge  faU*d  in  both :  For  Firft,  be  woiM 
be  trying  Conclufions,  without  examining  either  the  Natme 
of  the  Thing  in  Queftion,  or  what  the  Matter  would  bear. 
Secondly,  He  wasFalfe  to  his  Mafler  too,  in  abufingaTmf 
for  the  Eafing  of  his  own  Carcals  ;  and  then  it  coft  himki 
liife  over  and  abov^,  which  was  both  his  Milhap  and  P^ 
jiiihment. 


Fab.  409.    A  Tglack^OSicO  afraid  of  a  ^\tU 

'  A  P^*"  fimple  Black-Bird  was  frighted  almoft  m 
J\  Death  with  a  huge  flopping  Kite  that  ihc  liw 
over  her  Head,  fcreaming  and  fcouring  about  for  hcf 
iE^.  Come  Sifter,  lays  a  Tkndb  to  her,  Phick  \sf  a 
good  Heart,  fw  all  this  Fluttering  and  Scriddr^  is 
but  Fooling,  and  you  Ihall  fee  this  Lazy  Buzzard  s: 
laft,  e*«i  ttke  up  with  Ibme  pitiful  Frog  or  Moule  » 
her  Supper,  and  be  gbd  on^t  too.  No,  no,  the  Hsrx 
are  the  dangerous  Birds,  Child,  that  Bite,  as  they  liy, 
without  Barking,  and  do  Execution  in  Silence. 

The  Moral. 

The  mare  Noife  and  Flutter y  the  Ufs  Danger. 

REFLEC- 


m 
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REFLECTION. 

THERE'S  no  great  Danger  in  Men  of  Huff  and  Bhifter  c 
Noife  and  Pretence  without  Execution,  is  only  much  Mh  about 
milnng :  and  yet  this  way  of  Trifling,  is  the  very  Bus'nefs  and 
Praftice  of  many  that  pafs  in  the  World  ibr  Great  Mea^  tho* 
they  are  much  miftaken  that  think  thejn  fo.  But  there  are  Ro- 
verend  Appearen  in  all  manner  of  Glorious  Profeffions,  and 
Adventures,  as  in  Arnis,  LetteiB,  Religion,  Law,  Policy,  if  tf. 
There  are  Quacks,  in  ihort,  of  all  Sorts,  as  Bullies^  Pedants^ 
Hfpocriies^  Emtericks^  Law-JcUen^  PoUticafters^  and  the  like; 
wd  there  are  Mem  as  well  as  BUckbi^Js^  that  are  &Uy  enough 
not  to  diftii^iih  betwixt  a  Hawk  and  a  BuToard, 


•y^ 


Fab.  41  o«    a  JTo.C  and  a  SQlOlf^ 

AN  Unlucky  f3w  dropt  into  a  Well,  and  cry*d  qiit 
for  Help  :  A  /iTe?^  over-heard  him,  and  looks 
(k>wn  to  fee  what  the  matter  was.  Ah  (fiiys  Reynard) 
Pray  lend  me  your  Hand,  Friend,  or  Pm  loft  cUe. 
Poor  CreaHire  I  fiys  the  IVolf^  fyhy^  ^^^^  ^^^^^-f  ^i^ 
about  ?  Prithee^  bow  long  baft  ibou  been  bere  ?  Thon  caifft 
not  but  be  migbty  Cold  fiire.  Come,  come,  this  is  no 
Time  for  Fooling,  fays  the  FoXy  let  me  upon  Terra 
Firma  firft,  and  then  Pll  tell  you  the  Hiftory. 

The  Moral. 

fyhen  a  Man  is  in  Mifery^  then  muft  be  m  Trifling  in  the  Cap^, 
*Tis  a  barbarous  Ifymour  tojland  Bantering  out  of  Seafon,  *Tis 
no  Time^  or  Place  for  Raillery^  when  a  Lifers  at  Stake* 

REFLECTION. 

HE^E  are  Three  Calamities  in  One:  Firft,  Tht Fox's 
falling  into  a  Pit,  and  not  being  able  to  get  out  a^ain.  Second- 
ly, The  Mifery  of  being  put  to  beg  Relief  of  an  Enemy,  for 
want  of  a  Friend.  Thirdly,  The  Affront  of  the  Refiifa),  as 
it  was  accompanied  with  Raillery  and  Scom.  H  were  well  if 
we  had  not  too  nuny  of  tbefe  brutal  Mockeries  in  our  daily 
Coaveriation^  f  for  we  have  Ban tercrs  in  Religion,  in  Point  of 

Ff  4  Honour^ 
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Honour,  and  upon  all  the  Diftrffles  of  Human  Life.  He  tbt 
has  no  Pity  or  Compaffion  for  the  Miferable,  is  not  inTrath, 
of  aReafooableMakei  forTendernefsof  NaturcislMttikiDi 
of  Lay-Cbarity,  and  a  Body  can  be  no  moxc  a  good  Manwitb- 
out  the  one,  than  a  good  Chriftian  without  the  other.  Leta 
Man  be  never  fo  wicked,  *tis  a  Bafe  and  Unmanly  Thing  to 
infult  upon  him  in  his  Calamity.  His  Punifhment  maybe 
juft  i  add  when  he  iiSas  Juftice,  ^  all  that  a  Good  and  i 
Generous  Man  can  wiih  for  in  the  Cafe. 

The  S^mms  of  Great  Men,  or  Buffoons  of  QpaKcy,  tie 
evenr  Jot  as  Wolviih  in  Cohverfiitidn,  as  they  aie  here  iadv 
Fable;  tho'^tis  look'd  upon  I  know,  asa  Mark  of  Biieedigi 
and  thiK  Indication  of  ^  Man  that  has  notable  Skill  in  the 
World,  toTurn  the  Eamcft  of  all  Things  and  Duties,  Sacred 
and  Civil,  into  a  Jeft,  and  to  put  the  common  Princiidcsof 
Faith,  Triith,  Juftice  and  Refpeft  out  of  Countenance.  Nov 
in  all  thefe  Cales,  thePrtc^nt  isasDan^ous^^  asdxPnc- 
tice  is  Odious,  where  the  Quality  of  the  I>roll  ferves  to  Au- 
thorize th^  Indignity:  But' from  a  ^,  tko'sinadeupof 
Trick  and  ^f^^ry,  there's  no  better  tp  be  expefied. 


Fab.  4x  i.    Twq  CraDelleris  find  an  0flicr. 

As  Two  Men  were  Walking  by  the  Sea-fide,  at 
Low- Water,  they  faw  an  Oifter^  and  they 
both  pointed  at  it  together  ;  The  one  Stoops  to  take 
it  up  i  the  other  gives  him  a  Pufh,  and  tells  him, 
^Tis  not  yet  decided  whether  it  Ihall  be  Youn  or 
Mine,  In  the  Int^im^  while  they  were  Difputing 
their  Title  to*t,  conies  a  Paffengpr  that  way,  and  to 
him  they  referred  the  Matter  by  Confent,  which  of 
the  Two  had  the  Better  Right  to  the  Oiftcr.  The 
Arbitrator  very  gravely  takes  out  his  Knife  and  opens 
it;  the  PlamtifF  ^d  Defendant,  at  the  %mc  time  Ga- 
ping at  the  Man  to  fee  what  woqld  come  od'l  tfc 
loofens  the  Fifh,  Gulpfi  it  dpwn,  aod  fo  focHi  as  ever 
e  Mo^el  was  gone  the  way  of  all  Flelh,  wipes 
Mouth,  and  pronounces  Judgment  My  Mafitr^ 
(fays  he,  with  the  Voice  of  Authority)  ^be  Court 
bos  ordcy*4  each  df  you  a  SbeU^    without  Cofis  -,  adj^ 
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,  go  Horm  a^ain^  and  live  Peace^fy  anrng  your 
ibbours. 

TTic  Moral. 

Rtftrcfs  amlj^UtratirsJffihm  forget  Tiem/ehis, 

REFLECTIQN. 

*H£  Scope  of  this  Fable,  is  to  divert  People  from  Con* 
ious,  Expenfive  and  Vain  Law^Suits.  .^//»  ^P"^^^  (fxy% 
Old  Saw)  the  Law  is  Coflfy.    The  whole  ^us'neft  of  the 
rid  is  about  Meum  ii  Tuum  ;   either  \>y  Right,  in  Good 
left,  or  by  Wrong,  under  the  Colour  of  Right :    And 
e  the  Clients  are  contending  abqut  the  Title,  die  Counfel 
;  away  with  the  Eflate.     This  Litigioi{3  Humour,  where 
1  are  as  wefl  Stubborn  and  Wilful,  as  Captious  and  Quarrdv         ;- .'^ 
e,  burns  like  thePire  of  Helf^  for  -tis  npycr  ^  be  quenchM :      ;,  ■ '. "  ^^^ 
de,  that  whoever  i^  given  to  Wrangling,  can  pevcr  want     :y\^ 
:ter  or  Occafiori  for't.     And  this  is  not  only  die  Cafe  in       v'^S^ 
ters  of  Propriety,  and  in  Legal  Claiiiu  before  a  Bench  of 
ice,  but  it  works  a  Thouland  Inftanoes  of  vtin  Difeuta- 
s.  Competitions,  and  other  Trials  of  Maftery  and  Skill, 
re  there's  little  more  than  Pride,  Stopriach,  will  and  Va* 
,  to  uphold  the  Conteft.    Nay,  and  he  that  has  the  better 
:  at  laft,    is  only  tho  more  fortunate  Pool  of  the  Two. 
but  any  Man  fet  before  him  the  Vexatious  Delays,  Quirks, 
Expences  of  moft  of  our  Barretry  Suits  at  Law^  and  'tis 
3  he  finds  at  the  Foot  of  the  Account,  the  Play  not  worth 
Candle, 


Fab.  412.    AEafffllffMont 

■^Here  was  a  Uofi  ran  Stark  Mad,  and  the  vay 
Fright  on*t  put  all  the  Beails  of  the  Forcft  out 
their  Wits  for  Company.  Why,  what  a  Condition 
we  in,  they  cry*d,  to  fall  under  the  Power  of  a 
id  Lion  -,  when  a  Ijon  at  the  very  Sobercft,  is  little 
cer  than  fra»lick  ? 

The  Moral. 

Rage  upon  Rage  is  a  Double  Madnejk 


>-> 
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REFLECTION. 

GOVERNORS  had  need  be  very  well  Principled,  and 
good  Natur'd,  to  keep  their  Paflions  in  Order  and  Obedience: 
But  when  an  Abfolute  Power  fluH  come  ta  be  pat  upon  die 
Stretch  by  an  Outragious  Humour,  there's  no  Living  under  it. 
By  a  Rr.ging  Uon^  is  meant  an  Unruly  and  a  Cruel  Governor, 
which  is  a  fad  Calamity,  but  not  without  fomewhat  of  Digaity 
yet  in  tlie  Misfortune ;  for  'tis  a  Lion  ilill,  how  Mad  foevcr. 
Now  if  it  had  been  a  Raging  Afe^  the  Fancy  had  bmi  Ridicu- 
lous and  Scandalous  to  the  laft  Degree  :  And  therefore  the 
Moral  is  rcftmin'd  to  the  True  and  Genuine  CharaAer  of 
Soverc^nty,  without  defcending  to  the  Counterfeit. 

The  Moraliik  that  make  this  Raging  of  a  Lim  to  be  a  Sur- 
charge of  one  Madnefs  upon  another,  muft  not  be  underflood 
Sitn^y,  as  if  they  took  Govcrnrr.ent  for  a  Burden  and  an  Op- 
preffion  \  but  it  refers  to  the  Infelicity  of  that  State  where  as 
impotent  Will  puts  an  unbounded  rower  upon  the  Tenter. 
But  let  the  Oppreffion  be  never  fo  Sanguinary,  there's  no  Ap- 
pend left  frojpi  the  Tyranny  5    for  if  a  General  InfurreOkMi 
|iad  been  (hpugfat  Lawful,  the  Fable  would  not  have  niacie 
the  Cafe  ^  Dgfperate :   So  that  this  is  or\y  to  infinuate  dio 
Sacredneis  of  Power,  let  the  Adminiftration  of  it  be  what  it 
will  :  And  the  Reafpn  of  it  is  fo  plain,  that  it  is  impoffibk 
for  Human  Frailty  to  bic  better  fecur'd  than  it  is  by  the  Dcter- 
mination?  of  Providence  in  this  Particular.     An  unlimited 
Ppwer,  'tis  true,  is  a  ftrong  Temptation,  and  where  'tis  fcrcw'd 
up  to  the  highefl  Pitch,  'tis  a  great  Unhappinefs  j  but  it  is  not 
for  Men  that  havo  their  Fortunes  and  their  Stations  in  this 
World  affign'd  them,  to  take  upon  themfelves  to  be  their  own 
Carvers,  and  to  Grumble  at  the  Orders  and  Refclutions  of 
their  Mafters  and  Rulers.     'Tis  a  great  Unhappinefs  to  lie  at 
the  Mercy  of  a  Raging  Lion ;  but  it  is  a  Chriftian  Duty  ncvcr- 
thelefs  to  fuffer  patiently  under  the  Juftice  of  fuch  a  Judgment. 


Fab.  413.  The  i^inffHom  of  apcjf^ 

TWO  Men  took  a  Voyage  together  into  the 
Kingdom  of  Apes  5  the  one  a  Trimmer ^  the  o- 
ther  a  Plain-Dealer.  They  were  taken  into  Cuftocly, 
and  carried  to  the  Prince  of  the  Countryi   as  he  6tc 
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Itate,  and  ^  Mighty  Court  about  him.  Wdl, 
the  King  to  the  Trimmer j  Look  me  in  the  Faco 
,  and  fay.  What  do  you  take  me  to  be?  A  Great 
peror,    undoubtedly,    lays   the  Trimmer.      WclL 

his  M^efty,  once  again,  and  what  d'ye  take  all 
•  People  about  me  for?  Why,  Sir,  lays  he,  I 
;  them  for  your  Majefty^s  Nobility  and  Great; 
cers.  The  Prince  was  wonderfiiUy  pleased  witl^. 
Civility  and  Refpeft  of  the  Man,  and  ordered  hiin 
ulhel  of  Pipins  as  a  Singular  Mark  of  his  Rc^-. 
wour.  His  Majefty,  after  this,  put  the  lame 
ftion  to  the  Plain-Dealer^  who  fell  to  a)mpuring 
I  Himfelf,  that  if  his  Cbmpanion  had  gottcq 
eward  for  a  damn'd  Lie,  certainly  he  IhoulcT  have 
:e  as  much  for  a  Plain  Hontft  Truth  •,  and  fb  he 

the  King  blundy,  that  he  took  him  for  a  very 
raordinary  j^fey  and  all  thole  People  about  hin^ 
his  Trufty  and  fFell-khved  CoT^ens  and  Ctnmfelhrs  x 

the  Poor  Man  paid  dear  for  his  Simplicity ;  for 
n  a  Signal  from  the  Emperor,  the  whole  Band  of 
5  fell  Tooth  and  Nail  upon  him,  and  tore  him  one 
lb  from  another. 

The  Mo|i  AL. 

re  the  Rules  aifd  Meafuns  of  Policy  are  perverted^  tbira 
mjl  needs  enfui  a  Failure  of  Juftiee^  and  a  Corruption  of 
banners :  And  in  a  Kingdom  of  ApeSy  Buffoons  may  well  put 
tfor  CommiJJion^Officeri, 

REFLECTION. 

r'HIS  (lays  Camerarius^)   is  to  reprove  the  Praftioes  of 

irerfe  Courts,  and  E>:travagant  Princes. 

t  is  the  proper  Bufmcfs  of  Mythology  to  point  out  and  Repro- 

the  Images  of  Good  and  Evil,  and  under  thofc  Shadows  to 
ich  us  vfhax  wepught  to  do,  and  what  not,  cither  Se\erany 

Apart,  or  as  Members  cf  a  Society;  that  is  to  fay.  Simply, 
^en  in  a  State  of  Right  Nature,  or  as  Parents,  or  Children, 
fters  or  Servants.  Husbands  or  \Vives,  Rulers  or  Subjefts,^ 
•nds.  Countrymen,  Relations,  and  the  like.  Now  as  there 
Good  and  Bad  of  all  forts,  fo  their  Virtues  and  their  Vica, 
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their  good  Behaviour  and  their  Mir<|eincaiiors  are  to  be  fet 
&>rth,  circumlfanc'd  and  diftinguifh'd  in  fuch  ibrt,  as  bjr  Re- 
wards or  Puniihments,  to  Encoun^e  the  One,  and  to  DifcooB- 
tenancc  the  other,  in  Proportion  to  the  Dignity  of  the  ASion, 
or  the  Degree  of  the  OSence ;  by  conferring  Marks  and  Cb- 
radlcrs  of  Honour,  Offices  of  Truft,  or  Beneficial  Commiffioos 
on  the  oi;c  hand  ^  and  hw  inflidling  Sentences  of  Shame,  In£i- 
my.  Pains,  Corporal  or  Pecuniar)',  on  the  other.  Without  this 
Diftributlon,  one  main  end  of  Emblem  is  loft  \  neither  is  it 
the  true  Figure  of  Life.  For,  Wicked  Men,  Falfe  Brethren, 
Unnatural  Parents,  Dtfobedient  Children,  Barbarous  Huf- 
bands,  Undutiful  Wives,  Tyrannical,  Weak  or  Fantaftical 
Governors,  Rebellious  Subjeds,  Cruel  Mafteis,  Faithleis  Ser- 
vants, Perfidious  Kindred  and  Acquaintants :  All  thefe  Lewd 
Charaders  are  as  abfolutcly  neceflary  to  the  Perfe&i^ig  of  tbe 
Dedgn,  as  the  moft  Laudable  Ex^encies  in  Nature- 

In  this  Fable  of  the  Kingdom  of  ApeSy  the  Author,  according 
to  Canurariusy  intended  the  Picture  of  an  Extravag^t  Govern- 
ment, where  he  gives  Flattery  and  Corruption  the  Advantage 
that  in  Policy  and  Jufticc  belong  to  Services  of  Honour  and  of 
Truth :  And  at  the  fame  time  delivers  us  a  NIan  of  Honeft?, 
Jufiice  and  Plain  Dealing  to  be  torn  to  Pieces.  This  Kingdom 
of  jfpsf  has  been  Moraliz'd  a  Thoufand  and  a  ThouCmd  times 
over  in  the  Praftice  of  the  World,  and  fuch  as  the  Fountain  is^ 
fuch  \vill  be  the  Stream.  Let  Government  itfelf  be  never  fo 
Sacred,  Governors  are  {^11  but  Men;  and  how  neceflary  and 
Beneficial  foever  the  Order  is  at  all  Hands  confefs'd  to  be,  tbe 
Officers  yet,  and  the  Adminiftrators  are  but  Flefli  aiHi  Blood, 
and  liable  to  the  Paflions  and  Frailties  of  other  Mortals. 

There  are  in  fine,  many  Diftempers,  Errors,  and  Extnva- 
fancies,  that  (hew  themfelvcs  in  the  Exercife  of  Political  Pow*- 
ers ;  as  an  inexorable  Rigour  for  the  Purpofe,  or  as  a  Lafcht 
Dcmiffion  of  Sovereign  Authority.  There  are  Caies  of  Senfu- 
ality,  Pleafure,  and  Appecite,  where  Governors  have  only  the 
Name  of  Rulers,  while  fomc  over-grown  Subject  perhap 
Ufurps  upon  the  Prerogative  in  Effed,  and  does  the  worft 
Things  imaginable  in  the  Name  of  the  Publick.  But  this 
rarely  happens,  fave  where  the  Mafter  wants  Reiblution  to 
pheck  the  Liccnfe  and  Prefumption  of  a  Daring  Servant. 

There  is  ulfo  a  certain  Manage  that  leaves  all  at  Six  ^ 
geven,  and  thinks  to  fupport  GrcatneS  without  either  Rui> 
Weight  or  Meafure ;  and  that's  a  dangerous  Point,  when  Pru- 
dence and  Fidelity  (hall  turn  to  Lofs,  and  Wickednefs  be  fup- 
ported  by  dvc  Rqfviuuou  of  Favour  and  Applaule.     The  Mi- 
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fcry  of  thcfe  falfe  Meafurcs  is  excellently  well  pointed  out  to 
us  in  this  Fable ;  and  confequently  the  BlefEngs  of  a  fleddy 
Adminiftration ;  where  the  Ends  of  Government  are  Confci- 
cntioufly  obferv'd,  and  the  Divine  Privileges  of  Power  main- 
tained; and  where  Truth  and  Juftice  are  Impartially  Aflerted 
and  Adminiller'd,  and  as  refolutely  Defended. 


F  A  B.  4144    An  3f0  made  a  JUBge  of  Q^ufiCk^ 

THere  was  a  Queftion  ftarted  betwixt  a  Cuckow  and 
a  Nightingale  J  which  of  the  Two  had  the  Betta* 
Voice,  and  the  better  way  of  Singing.  It  came  at  laft 
to  a  Trial  of  Skill,  and  an  jifs  was  to  be  the  Judge ; 
who,  upon  Hearing  both  Sides,  gave  it  clearly  for  the 
Cuckow. 

The  Moral. 

*77x  a  hard  Cafe  for  Philofophers  to  be  tr^d  by  Foolsj  atfd  th$ 
Multitude  to  Jit  Judges  upon  the  Niceties  of  Honour  and  Go^ 
Venmient, 

REFLECTION. 

TH  E  Old  Adage  of  AJinus  qd  Lyraniy  anfwers  this  Figure 
to  the  very  Letter.  The  Fable  extends  to  all  Incompetent 
Judges,  Umpires,  or  Arbitrators  in  what  Cafe  or  Matter,  or 
under  what  Incapacity  or  Difability  foever.  •  It  Points  at  the 
Folly  and  Scandal  of  the  Choice  too,  as  well  as  the  Iniquity 
of  the  Sentence ;  for  the  Honour  of  the  Govemour,  and  the 
Well-being  of  the  Government,  depend  in  a  great  Meafure  up- 
on theFitnefs  of  the  Officer,  let  hisCommiffion  beEcclefiaftical, 
Civil,  Military,  or  what  elfe  it  will.  Here's  an  Afs  made  a 
Judge  of  Mujtck ;  a  Faculty  that  he  neither  Loves  nor  Under- 
flandsi  for  there's  no  Song  to  one  Afy  like  the  Braying  of  another. 
Let  any  Man  Fancy  to  himfclf  how  it  would  look  to  put  a  Lauj- 
Cafe  to  a  Jack^PuJding ;  a  Qiieftion  of  State  to  a  Corn-Cutter  } 
a  roint  of  Confcience  to  a  Knight  of  the  Pojl,  In  (hort,  let  every 
Man  be  confulted  and  credited  in  his  own  Way  and  Trade. 
Neither  can  it  be  expeAcd  that  a  Fool  (hould  Judge  according 
to  Wifdom,  Truth,  Reafon  and  Juftice.  There  may  be  w^ry 
proper  Exceptions  too  upon  the  Matter,  as  well  of  Morals,  as 
of  Abilities.  One  would  not  truft  a  Covetous  Man  in  Money- 
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itiatters^  where  there's  any  thing  to  be  got^n,  either  bj  Fnud 
or  Corruption  j  nor  a  Vain  Man,  where  there's  a  Temptati- 
on to  Popularity.  Falfe  Men  arc  not  to  fie  taken  into  Confi- 
dence, nor  Fearful  ^I6n  intoi  Poft  that  x:equires  Rtfolutioii; 
nor  Cruel,  Infolent  Men  into  i  Station  inrbere  Power  maybe 
abus'd  to  Opprcflion.  All  thefe  Abfufdiries  fidi  within  At 
pint  of  this  Fable ;  for  want  of  Honefty  Makes  ai  Judg|6  as 
Incompetent^  as  want  of  Underftanding: 


F  A  B.  41 5.     An  ape  JUUffC  betiirixt  a  JrOJC  and 

a  mzxt 

Amif  Charges  a  Fox  with  a  Picte  of  Pilfrcy.  Tte* 
Fox  denies  it.  The  Ape  tries  the  Gaufe^  and  upod 
a  fair  Hearing,  Pronounces  them  both  to  be  guilty. 
You  (lays  the  Judge  to  the  ff^olf)  have  the  Face  td 
Challenge  that  which  you  never  Loft ;  and  you  (lays 
lie  to  the  Fox)  have  the  Cbnfidenec  to  Deny  that 
which  you  have  certainly  Stoll*n. 

The  Moral. 

tf^en  both  Plaintiff  and  Deftndant  happen  to  be  a  Cottpk  ^ 
Crafty  KnaveSy  there's  Equity  againji  thefn  both. 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  Fable  tells  us  what  Credit  is  to  be  given  to  Witneffe^l 
<jf  a  Falfe  and  Lewd  ConveHation,  and  that  a  known  Liar  is  of 
ho  Authority  in  a  Judgment  of  Law,  even  when  he  fpealc$ 
Truth.  Where  a  Brace  of  Sharpers  will  be  going  to  Law,  none 
fb  fit  as  an  Ape  to  try  the  Caufc ;  and  it  was  a  Sentence  worthy 
of  fuch  a  Judge,  to  pronounce  them  both  Guilty;  which  in  E- 
quity  they  were,  with  a  refpeft  to  their  Charafter  and  Rcputati* 
on ;  tho'  in  Law  they  could  not  be  fo,  upon  the  Faft  in  Q^ieftion. 
If  the  Ape  in  this  Fable  had  too  little  regard  to  the  Letter  of  the 
Law,  we  have  feen  fome  Cafes  where  more  Strcfs  has  been  laid 
upon  die  Rigour  and  Stfiftnefs  of  it,  than  Confciefitioufly  did 
belong  to't:  For  when  one  Man  of  an  Exemplary  Intprobity, 
Charges  another  of  the  fame  Stamp,  in  a  Court  of  Juftice,  he 
Kes  under  the  Difad^antage  of  a  ftrong  Sufpicion,  even  before 
hK^%  hcardi  and  People  are  prepared  to  believe  the  Worft  of  him 
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hy  Anticipation,  and  before  his  Ctfe  is  known*  So  that  the 
bare  Pmudice  b  fufiicient  to  turn  the  Scale,  where  it  was 
Gold- Weight  before ;  unlefs  we  balance  the  Improbity  of 
the  one  with  the  Improbity  of  the  other,  as  the  Ape  did 
Iiete  in  theFabk. 

We  are  to  underfland  upon  the  whole  Matter,  that  it  is 
^ore  advifable  to  give  too  little  Credit  in  a  Court  of  Judi^ 
cature  to  Men  of  Profligate  Lives,  than  too  much ;  for  'tis  a 
Scandal  to  Publick  Juftice,  to  make  uie  of  fuch  Inftruments 
for  the  Supporters  of  a  State. 


F  A  B.  41 5.  An  9pe  and  a  Lfott  in  his  Kingdom. 

WE  afe  told  of  a  Lioni  that  (after  die  Laudable 
Example  of  other  Princes)  pais^d  an  Aft  of 
Grace  upon  his  Acccflion  to  the  Crown^  wherein  he 
Was  pleased  to  declare  himfelf  wonderfully  in  iinrour  of 
the  Liberties  and  Properties  of  his  SubjtHs.  He  did  not 
hdd  in  this  Mind  long ;  and  yet  he  could  not  think  it 
oocivenient  neither,  to  make  any  Attempts  upon  the 
Beafts  by  open  Force;  fo  that  he  chofe  rather  to  take 
them  one  by  one  in  Private  to  him,  and  ^t  them  all 
Upon  this  General  Qucftion ;  Put  your  Nofe  jufi  to  ntj 
Mouthy  lays  he,  when  I  Gape^  and  then  tellmeJrttly^  is 
my  Breath  fweet  or  no?  Some  told  him  that  it  was  not 
Sweet,  others  that  it  was;  and  fo  he  pickM  a  Quarrd 
trith  them  both.  The  one  S<Mt  went  to  Pot  for  dicif 
Hypocrify,  and  the  other  for  their  Infolence.  It  came 
to  the  Ape  at  laft,  to  deliver  his  Opinion  upon  the  Mat- 
ter ;  the  Ape  fmelt  and  fnuffled,  and  confider^d  on'c  i 
Why  certainly.  Sir,  fays  he.  You  have  fome  Rich  Per- 
fiime  in  your  Mouth,  for  I  never  fmdt  any  thing  fo  Fra-^ 
grant  fince  I  was  bom.  The  Roguy  Ape^  in  fine^ 
Wheedled  him  fo  Artificially,  that  the  Lion  had  not 
the  Face  to  Chop  him  up  inuncdiately  upon  die  Spor^ 
and  yet  he  was  rdblv'd  he  fhotdd  not  fcape  neither :  So 
the  Lim  coontcrfcitcd  Sick,  and  there  was  notd^le  Piiz-- 
zling  antong  the  Doftors,  I  warrant  ye,  about  lus  Pulfe 
and  his  Water :  But  they  told  him,  hov/c\'er,  upon  due 
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Confideration,  that  they  found  no  Mental  Sypptoms  a- 
bout  h^n,  only  a  kind  of  heavy  Indiipofitxxiv  tfatt 
mi^t  be  eafily  redUHed  by  a  Careful  Diet  %  mi  b 
thqr.  defir'd  him  by  all  Means  to  bethink  hantfelf  wbat 
Fle(h  he  lov'd  beft,  and  e'en  make  a  Hearty  Meal  on't 
Why  then  (fays  the  Uon)  I  have  a  ftrange  Fancy  fer  a 
Mouthfbl  of  Good  Soiftid  jipers  FJ^j  if  you  find  it 
proper  for  tne  :  Nothing  like  it,  they  ay'd  ;  and  £> 
the  poor  Flartefing  Jpe  was  prefently  Taken  1^ 
Drelrd  and  Eaten  by  way  of  Prdcription. 

The  Moral. 

Tbere^s  n»  Hope  for  an  Hmtft  Man^  where  Flattery  is  Mfum- 
ra^d  and  Riwarded^  and  Plain-Dealing  Punift^d. 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  Fable  gives  us  to  tindcrfiand,  that  where  Men  of 
Power  happen  to  be  Unjuft  and  Cruel,  all  the  Prudence  and 
Innocence  in  the  World  will  not  fave  a  Man  :  He  that 
would  aThrive  in  fuch  a  Court,  muft  Govern  himielf  betwixt 

Sincerity  and  Adulation.  The  Art  of  Pleafing  is  not  cvcfj 
Man's  Talent ;  neither  will  the  fame  way  of  Manage  work 
upon  all  Humours  alike.  The  Art  of  Fleafing  is  in  Truth 
but  the  Art  of  Living ;  and  the  Skill  of*  cutting  to  a  Thread, 
betwixt  Flattery  stnd  111  Manners ;  but  fo  as  to  accoflfimodate 
the  Method  and  the  Applrcation  to  the  Genius  of  the  Man,  of 
of  the  People,  and  to  the  Quality  of  the  Bufinefe  in  Hand : 
Not  but  that  there  are  fome  Cafes  and  Natures  that  a  Man 
cannot  fo  much  as  touch  without  Burning  his  Fingers ;  and 
where  Trutli,  Flattery,  and  Trimming  are  all  Mortal. 

We  may  learn  from  hence  alfo,  that  Juftice  is  fo  awfully 
Sacred,  that  the  moft  Faithlefs  of  Men  have  a  fecret  Venera- 
tion for  it ;  for  their  uttermoft  Cruelties  arc  cover'd  with  a 
Semblance  of  it ;  and  in  the  very  Exerci(e  of  the  Vice,  they 
affeft  the  Reputation  of  the  Virtue.  'Tis  neither  prudent 
nor  fafe,  in  fine,  to  provoke  Great  Men,  or  indeed  to  ha\'C 
any  Tiling  to  do  with  them,  if  they  be  not  Men  of  Honour, 
as  well  as  of  Power ;  for  though  their  Hands  feeni  to  te 
Bound,  they  can  yet  untie  themfelves,  by  Virtue  of  a  cer- 
tain Prerogative  they  have  to  play  Fajl  or  Loofs  at  Pleafure, 
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F  A  B.  4 1 7.   Two  laHen  ZKeg, 

T Here's  an  Old  Story  of  Two  AJfes  Travelling  upon 
the  Road,  die  one  Laden  widi  Oats^  die  other 
'with  Mmuy ;  The  Mony-Mercbantj  I  warrant  ye,  was 
;lb  Phxid  of  his  Truftj  and  of  his  Bell,  that  he  went 
Juking  and  Tofllng  of  his  Head,  and  Tabring  with  his 
Feet  an  the  way,  as  if  no  Ground  would  hold  him. 
The  other  Plodding  on  with  his  Nofe  in  the  Breech  of 
lus  Leader,  as  gravely  as  one  Foot  could  follow  another. 
While  they  were  Jogging  on  thus  upon  the  way,  out. 
comes  a  Band  oi  Higbwa^-Men  from  the  next  Wood, 
and  falls  upon  the  j^s  that  carried  the  Treafure.  They 
^eat.  Wound  and  Rifle  him,  and  (o  leave  him,  with- 
oat  lb  much  as  taking  the  leaft  Notice  of  his  Fellow. 
IVeU  (iays  die  Kiu^%  Afs)  and  for  aU  diis  Mifchief,  I 
snay  e'en  thank  my  Money.  Right,  fays  the  other, 
and  it  has  been  my  Happineis  that  I  was  not  thought 
north  the  Robbing. 

The  MoR  AL. 

^0uertj  is  both  Safe  and  Eajy,  and  Riches  a  great  Snare  tc 
Petple  in  many  Cafes :  As  tt  far^d  worfe  here  with  the  State- 
Afi  than  with  the  Mukder's, 

REFLECTION. 

THE  poor  peaceable  Man  has  nothing  to  fear,  but  does 
his  Bus'nefs,  and  takes  his  Reft,  without  the  Trouble  either 
of  Thieves  or  of  Alarms.  'Tis  the  Booty,  not  the  Man, 
\bvc  only  for  the  Booty's  Sake)  that  is  in  Danger.  There's 
dither  Momy  or  Moneys-worthy  in  all  the  Controverfies  of 
Life;  for  we  live  in  a  Mercenary  World,  and  'tis  the  Price 
in  ibme  fort  or  other,  of  all  things  that  are  in  it ;  but  as  it 
certainly  draws  Envy  and  Hazard  after  it,  fo  there  are  great 
^vantages  go  along  with  it,  and  great  Bkffings  that  attend 
die  Right  Ufe  of  it.  And  fo  for  Poverty  too  ;  a  narrow 
Fortune  is  undoubtedly  a  Cramp  to  a  great  Mind,  and  lays 
i  Man  under  a  Thouiand  Incapacities  of  ferving  either  hia 
Country  or  his  Friend  >  but  it  has  the  Comforts  yet  of  being 
rxee  from  the  Cares  and  Perils  that  accompany  great  Maflcs  of 
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Treafurc  and  Plentiful  Eftatcs.  Bcfide,  that  the  Virtue  of  a 
Generous  and  a  Charitable  Tcndcrncfs  of  Nature,  is  never- 
thelcfs  acceptable  to  him  that  ukcs  the  Will  for  the  Dead, 
for  want  of  Ability  to  put  tbofc  gpod  Inclinations  in  Eiefii'* 
tion.    This  Fable,  in  ihort,  nukes  good  the  Old  Saying: 

No  Man  Sings  a  Merrier  If  ate ^ 
Than  hi  that  canmt  change  a  Grtat. 


Fab.  418.     A  T^Odt  Chalfenges  an  9fjf» 

TMere  pafe'd  feme  Hard  Words  betwixt  a  Bear  «xf 
an  Afs^  and  a  Challcngp  followed  upon'r.  Thr 
jB^^zr^epcnded  npon  his  Tufks,  and  computed  wida 
himfelf,  that  Head  to  Head  t^nher  could  never  br 
able  to  Encounter  him.  So  he  advanced  upon  his  M- 
verfary:  And  the  Afiy  fo  foon  as  ever  he  had  iuo 
within  Diftance,  tum'd  Tail  upon  him,  and  give  hi»j 
foch  a  Laflt  ox'er  the  Chops  \vith  his^  Iron  Hoof, 
he  made  him  ftaggcr  agiin.  Th^  Boar j  afreratitd?| 
PiUife,  Recovered  himfclf.  Well  (diys  he)  I  ^-as  not 
av/are  of  fuch  an  Atuicfc  from  tliat  End. 

The  MoR  AL. 

Xo  great  Enterpvize  Jhould  be  undertaken^  withwt  cwfiicf^ 
beforehand  the  Good  or  the  III  that  may  come  of  it, 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  Fable  fhews  the  great  Overfight  of  Engaging  ia 
Qiiarrcls,  without  confidering  from  wliat  Quarter  "the  Di> 
ger  may  come.  Where  Advcri'arics  arc  unequally  Matcn4 
it  will  behove  the  Weaker  to  fupplv  the  w.int  of  Force  ani 
Courage  by  Invention  and  Addrcfs.  Prefumption  can  r«« 
juftif\'  either  Temerity  or  Carlefnefs  ;  for  every  Creata:« 
has  its  weak  fide,  aiid  lies  open  to  be  impos'd  upon*bv  CraR 
or  Surprize :  There's  an  In^my  in  the  very  Challenge  ci  ia 
Bafe  and  Timorous  a  Creature ;  but  then  to  be  worftod  bf 
an  Animal  that's  the  Scorn  of  all  the  reil,  is  SJiamcfuI  and 
Ridiculous  to  the  Higheft  Degrte. 

Fa  I. 
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F  A  B.  419.    A  CucitOfD  and  Little  "Biclljf^ 

A  Cuckaw  was  afking  feveral  Little  Birds,  what 
IX  made  them  fo  Shie  of  coming  into  her  Com- 
any.  They  told  her,  that  Ihe  was  fo  like  a  Hawlky 
bey  did  not  care  to  have  any  thing  to  do  with  her. 

The  MoR  AL. 

Jfyi  Aian  Searches  into  the  Nature  of  Tiif^Sj  and  does  mlt 
gmferH  himfeif  by  mtward  Semblances  and  Appearances. 

REFLECTION. 

TTHERE  (hould  a  Regard  be  had  in  all  our  A^ons  and 
iUnfds  to  the  Nicety  of  the  Matter  in  Queftion.  Tliis  is 
^ell  us,  that  the  very  Appearances  of  Evil  are  to  be  avoid- 
.  and  all  the  Semblances  of  Danger  to  be  well  Examined 
t  Confider'd.  Why  (hould  not  a  Bird  as  well  truft  a  Hawk 
i%*s  like  a  Cuchwj  as  truft  a  Cvchw  that's  like  a  HnvJt  f 
1^0  Likes  may  be  miftaken,  and  a  Man  cannot  be  too  wary 
ifci«  the  Error  is  mortal.  Thei^  may  be  a  Difguife,  'tis 
DC,  in  die  one  Cafe,  and  a  Mifapprehenfion  in  the  odier  i 
t  it  is  fafer  yet  to  ftand  upon  our  Guard  againft  an  Enemy 
^he  Likenels  of  a  Friend,  than  to  Embrace  any  Man  for  a 
"lend  in  the  Likenefs  of  an  Enemy.  There's  no  Snare  like 
t^ulity,  when  the  Bait  that's  laid  for  us,  is  Cover'd  with 
ic  pretence  of  a  good  Office.  Neither  are  there  any  Im- 
^ftures  fo  pernicious,  as  thofe  that  are  put  upon  us  by  fair 
Semblances.  He  that  b  not  certain,  (in  fuch  an  Inramce 
^  this,)  is  in  danger ;  and  'tis  ill  venturing  (Neck  and  all 
fhtcially,)  where  a  Body  b  not  very  fure,  whether  it  be  a 
wii  or  a  Cuchw. 

Pa  b.  420.    I|}tmstp  DOC0  and  a  EatD  li)f(ie^ 

A  Q)mpany  ©f  Hungry  Curs  difcover^d  a  Raw  Hide 
l\  in  the  Bottom  of  a  River,  and  laid  their  Heads 
ogether  how  to  come  at  it :  They  camrals'd  the  Mat- 
er otic  way  and  toother,  and  brought  it  to  this  Ifliie  ixf 
he  Conclufion  \  that  the  only  way  to  gee  i^  was  to 
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Drink  their  way  to  to't  So  they  fell  to  Lappii^  a 
Guzzling,  till  in  one  Word,  they  burft  thcmfelvcs,  a 
never  the  nearer. 

The  MoR  itL. 

JL  tiat  fits  bis  Heart  upm  TUngs  ImpoJJMty  fiaU  bejwtt 
loft  his  Loi9iging. 

REFLECTION. 

FOOLISH  Counfel  is  not  only  Vain  and  UuprofitaUe  i 

General,  but  in  many  Particular  Caibs  moft  Deftnifiireii 

Deadly.     This  FaHe  lays  open  the  Folly,  the  Vankjr,  * 

the  Danger  of  preffing  too  eagerly  for  any  thing  that's  out  d 

our   reach.      We   fpend  our  Strength    and  our  Credit  ii 

clearing  the  way  to't,  and  it  flies  before  us  like  a  SaiiflVi 

which  we  may  well  purfue,  but  can  never  over-take.   &> 

much  the  Humour  of  Cbymiib,  and  a  Thoufand  odier  forti 

of  ProjeAors,  that  propefe  to  themfelves  things  utterljb- 

pra^cable,  and  confume  their  Lives  in  hopele^  and  finittf j 

Undertakings.     This  foils  out  for  want  of  computing  vm 

the  Proportion  betivixt  the  Means,  and  the  End ;  and  fi 

want  of  Examining  and  Confidering  what's  Pra£iiabk»  irf 

what  not ;  and  for  want  again  of  meafuring  our  Force  afll 

Capacity  with  our  Defigns. 


Fab.  421.    An  3f£(  and  a  ^j^aHofO^ 

ON E  hir*d  an  Afs  in  the  Bog-Days^  to  carry  cer- 
tain Bales  of  Goods  to  luch  a  Town :  Tim 
Extreme  Kfot,  lb  that  he  lay  down  upon  the  way  0 
Refrefti  himfelf  under  the  Shade  of  the  Afs.  Tht 
Aiuletier  bad  him  Rife,  and  go  on  acc<Mxiing  to  ha 
Bargain.  T'other  faid,  that  the  Afs  was  his  tor  the 
Time  he  had  hir'd  him.  Right,  fays  the  other,  YoQ 
have  hir'd  the  Afs^  but  not  the  Shadow. 

The  Moral. 

Work  for  the  Lawyers. 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  Fable  plays  upon  the  Contentious  Humour  of  Pfl^j 
pie  that  go  to  Law  for  Trifles.   De  Aftni  Vmira^  b  c^^MF 

H 
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:  this  Fancjr  in  an  Ad^e.  There  needs  no  more  to  the 
ring  of  the  whole  World  in  a  Fkuae,  than  a  Quarrel- 
le  Plaintiff  and  Defendant,  and  a  Brace  of  Chkamurs 
blow  the  Coals.  Wrangling  is  inftru£ted  as  an  Art  or. a 
ence  on  the  one  fide,  and  made  ufe  of  as  an  Exercife  on 
other.  Some  People  can  no  more  Live  without  Law, 
ii  without  Air,  and  they  reckon  it  better  Husbandry  to 
nd  a  Thoufand  Pounds  upon  Counfel^  to  defend  a  Trivial 
an  Unwarrantable  Caufe,  than  to  part  with  one  fingle 
pence  for  the  Payment  of  an  Honeft  Debt.  This  Fable, 
Ihort,  16  Moializ'd  in  fVefimnfttr-Hally  Forty  Times 
T  every  Term. 


■taria 


A.B«  422.    A  CounttP'JFelloiD  and  a  Ef&er^ 

i  Blockbeaded  Boy^  that  was  fent  to  Market  with 
L  Butter  and  Cbsefe,  by  the  Good  Old  Woman 
Mother,  made  a  Stop  at  a  Quick  River  in  the 
ay,  and  laid  himfelf  down  upon  the  Bonk  there,  till 
[hould  run  out.  About  Mid-night,  home  he  goes 
his  Mother,  vdth  all  his  Market-Trade,  back  again, 
hy,  how  now.  Son,  fays  (he,  what  have  we  here  to 
!  Why,  Mother,  lays  this  Booby,  yonder*s  a  Scurvy 
ver  that  has  been  running  all  this  Day,  and  I  (laid 
juft  now  for  the  running  of  it  Out,  and  there  'tis 
ining  ftill.  The  Lord  help  thee.  Son,  £iys  the 
od  Woman,  for  thy  Head  and  mine  will  be  laid 
ny  a  fair  Day,  before  this  River  runs  Dry. 

The  Moral. 

are  not  t9  expeSf  that  Nature  will  change  her  Cottrfe^  to  gra- 
ify  the  fickly  Freak  of  every  Eantajlical  Huntiur. 

REFLECTION. 

FHI^  is  to  (hew  us  the  Mifchief  and  the  Danger  of  Pro- 
(lination.  The  Slothful  and  Irrefolute  flip  their  Opportu- 
es  in  the  very  £xpe£btion  of  them.  Some  People  are  fo 
tafonably  Lazy,  as  te  expert  that  Nature  (bduld  rather 
out  of  her  Courfe  and  Way  for  their  Sakes,  than  they  put 
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tbemielves  to  the  trouble  of  moving  one  Step  out  of 
own  Way,  for  tht  lake  of  Bus'ne^  smd  Nature.  TheyH  la- 
ther wait  the  running  of  the  River  drjr,  than  take  Paiosio 
look  about  for  a  Bridge  or  a  Ford.  They  never  confidcr 
that  Nature  is  a  perpetual  Motion,  and  that  the  Work  sf 
the  Unive'rfe  circulates  without  any  Interval  or  Repofe.  V^ 
(hould  not  the  Sun  fleep  in  the  Firmament,  or  ifcuki  ftiU  ti 
attend  our  Aflairs,  as  well  as  the  Rivers  ftop  their  Couriis 
to  give  us  Pailage  i 

Nay,  the  Madnefs  of  this  Folly  is  yet  more  Impious  thn 
any  Thing  elfe  in*t ;  for  what  Man  m  his  right  Wits,  an 
pretend  to  wifh,  to  hope,  or  to  wait  for  fuch  Events,  fertk 
gratifying  of  a  fickly  Fancy,  as  would  be  enou^  to  put  Pb>- 
pie  quite  befide  their  Scnfes  if  they  fhould  come  to  pafs?  So 
Ridiculous  are  Intemperate  Curiofities,  and  Impotent  Aficc- 
tUMis,  that  nothing  lefs  than  Portents,  and  the  Confoun^i; 
of  Nature  in  her  Courfc  and  Caufes,  can  content  us.  Ucm 
can  any  Thing  fucceed  well  with  People  that  are  to  be  pkafed 
with  Nothing,  unlets  the  very  Ball  of  the  Univerfe  nxj  k 
Unravelled,  and  the  Laws  of  Providence  ^evers'd  i 


F A B.  423.   A  Xlawict  with  'Bcansi  int. 

IN  the  Days  of  Jdant^  when  (as  the  Story  fap: 
the  World  bad  here  and  there  a  Shrew  in't,  i: 
fell  to  the  Lot  of  a  certain  Philofopher  to  have  aie 
of  thofe  Smart  Laflcs  to  his  Wife  :  The  Evil  Splri: 
was  often  up  with  her,  and  never  had  any  Quack  or 
Operator  fo  many  Receipts  for  the  Tooth- Ach,  or  1 
Quartern  Ague,  as  he  had  Spells  ofFcr'd  him  for  tl.f 
Laying  of  it  again  :  But  when  he  found  that  neither 
faying  Much,  Litde  or  Nothing  ;  neither  Choler  nor 
Patience,  neither  Going  nor  Staying,  would  do  anv 
Good  upon  her,  he  betook  himfelf  to  a  Bladder  cj 
Beans  J  and  the  (baking  of  that  Bladdery  when  the  Fii 
was  upon  her,  without  One  Syllable  (peaking,  was  a: 
any  time  a  prcfent  Cure. 


The 
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The  Mo  R  A  L, 

yirr/  is  no  way  Hkc  raifing  vne  Drvll  to  cqft  tut  another:  fitr 
tbtre  mujl  be  no  anfwering  of  Noifry  FMy  and  Rtoikng  in 
thefanu  Kind, 

REFLECTION. 

THE  Husband  here  in  the  Fable  found  no.Chaon  to  lay 
the  Devil  in  a  Petticoat,  but  the  ratling  of  a  Bladder  with  Beans 
in't ;  and  I  my  fe>f  have  knowna-C^NPij^/  us'd  in  the  like  Cafe 
^itfa  very  good  SnocdTs.  There's  no  contending  widi  soi  Impe- 
tuous Woman  bj  Authority  or  Reafon.     The  Bsli^iAg  of  k 
out  in  a  Diiputc  at  Length,  would  be  a  Lofs  both  of  Tkncdjid 
of  Honour,  axid  to  no  Manner  of  Purpofe  neither :  For  what 
ftould  a  Man  do,  Reafoning  upon  a  Point  where.  Reafon  dots 
not  fo  much  as  enter  into  the  Queftion  ?  So  that  it  i^  tile  beft 
of  a  Brave  Man's  Game  to  make  a  Drawn  Battle  on't,  whed^e 
diere's  no  Poffibility  of  a  Vi^ry.    He,  in  fine,  tbatcontenins 
a  Shrew  to  the  Degree  of  not  defcending  to  WokI  it  with 
licr,  docs  Worfc  than  Beat  her.  But  we  live  in  an  Age,  wheft 
Women,  we  hope,  are  better  Inftrufled,  tJian  to  fly  in  the  TaCe 
of  Religion  it  fdf.  Law,    and  Nature  :  And  thefe  dt^^cmte 
Encounters  can  never  fall  out  betwixt  a  Man  and  his  Wife, 
but  where  the  Woman  is  loft  to  all  Senfe  of  Shame,    Pru- 
dence, Modefty,  and  Common  Refpe6t. 


Fab-  424.    A  JTOJC  and  a iDii)ittIttff  CoGn^ 

A  Fox  that  had  Ipy'd  out  a  Cock  at  Rood:  upon  a 
Tree,  and  out  of  his  Reach,  fell  all  of  a  Hid- 
den into  an  Extravagant  Fit  of  Kindnels  for  him  ; 
and  to  Enlarge  upon  the  Wonderful  Efteem  he  had 
for  the  Faculties  and  Good  Graces  of  the  Bird,  but 
more  particularly  for  his  Skill  in  Divination^  and  the 
Fore-knowledge  of  Things  to  come.  Oh  (lays  he) 
that  I  were  but  "worthy  the  Friendfliip  of  lb  great  a 
Prc^het !  This  Flattery  brought  the  Cock  down  from 
the  Tree  into  the  very  Mouth  of  the  Fox^  and  ib  t- 
way  he  Trudges  with  him  in  the  Woods  •,  rcflcft- 
ing  ftill,  as  he  Went,  upon  die  ftrange  Force  that  Fair 
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Words  have  upon  vain  Fools  :  For  this  Sot  rfa  C«i 
(fays  he)  to  take  himlHf  for  a  Diviner^  and  yet  oot 
fore-fee  at  the  fame  Time,  that  if  he  fUl  into  my 
Clutches,  I  Ihould  certainly  make  a  Siq)pcr  of  him. 

The  Moral. 

J  Fool  that  willjwathw  Flattery^  Jbali  nrmr  wami  a  Ktm^  m 
•ghe  it  biau 

REFLECTION. 

THE  Power  of  Flattery,  where  it  is  once  entcrtain'd,  is 
well  nigh  Irrefiftable }  for  it  carries  the  Countenance  of  Friaid- 
(hip  and  Refpeft ;  and  Foolifh  Natures  axe  eafily  wrou^  up- 
on, and  Perverted,  under  that  Semblance.  When  Pride,  Vani- 
ty, and  Weaknefs  of  Judgment  meet  in  the  lame  Perfbo,  tboc^ 
no  refifting  the  Temptation  of  a  bit  Tongue,  and  confequcntij 
no  avoiding  the  Secret  and  Malicicw  Deligns  of  a  FaUe  Hon. 
Here's  a  credulous  Cock  already  prepared  for  the  Entertainment 
of  the  grofleft  of  Flatteries:  Nothing  fo  ridiculous,  notfainglb 
impoff^le,  but  it  gees  down  whole  with  him,  for  Truth  and 
Earheft  :  Nay,  and  the  Folly  is  fo  unaccountable,  and  the 
Madnefs  fo  Notorious,  that  in  this  Humour  the  moft  ^^teful 
Enemies  we  have  in  the  World,  pafs  upon  us  for  Friends.  The 
Cock  ukes  the  Counfel  of  a  Foxj  and,  like  the  Sfuiml  to  the 
RattU'Snakcj  puts  himfelf  into  the  Mouth  of  his  Mortal 
Adverfary.  How  many  fuch  Diviners  do  we  meet  with  in 
our  daily  Converfation,  that  lay  their  Lives,  Fortunes  and 
Reputation  at  the  Mercy  of  Paraiites  ?  How  many  Sots  tfcat 
commence  Philofopbers  upon  the  Credit  of  thcfe  Fawning 
Slaves !  Trere's  no  Fool  to  the  great  Fool  that's  fool'd  by  2 
little  Fool ;  nor  any  Thing  fo  fcandalous  as  to  be  the  Fom  of 
a  Fool. 


Fab.  42 j.     The  SJ^OOIl  Begs  a  jSctD  ©Oftim 

THE  Mom  was  in  a  heavy  Twitter  once,  that  her 
Cloaths  never  Fitted  her :  Wherefore,  Pray  Mo- 
ther, fays  fhe,  let  the  Taylor  take  Meafure  of  me  for 
a  Nro)  Grxn.  Alas  Child,  fays  the  Mother,  How  is 
it  poflible  to  make  any  one  Garment  to  fit  a  Body  thv 
appears  every  Day  in  a  fcvcral  Shape  ? 

The 
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The  Moral. 

'7fX  tig  Humour  of  manf  PiopUj  to  te  perpetually  Longing  far 
fometbing  or  other  tbafs  not  to  be  bad. 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  ihews  us  the  Vanity  of  Impradicable  PropoHtionSy 
and  that  there  is  no  Meafure  to  be  taken  of  an  Unftead/ 
Mind.  There's  no  Quieting  of  unfettledAffeftions;  nofatis- 
fying  of  unbounded  Defues  ;  no  poffibih'ty  in  fhort,  of  either 
Fixing  or  Pkafing  them.  Let  a  Man  but  fay  what  he  would 
have,  when,  and  bow  much,  or  how  little,  and  the  Moon's 
Taylor  may  take  Meafure'of  him  ;  but  to  be  Longing  for 
this  Thing  to  Day,  and  for  that  Thing  to  Morrow ;  to 
change  Likings  for  Loathings,  and  to  ftand  Wiihing  and 
Hankering  at  a  Venture,  how  is  it  poffiblc  for  any  Man 
to  be  at  Reft  in  this  flu^faiant  wandring  Humour  and  Opi* 
tuon  ?  There's  no  fitting  of  a  Gown  to  a  Body  that's  of  one 
Size  when  you  take  Meafure  of  it,  and  of  another  when  yoa 
come  to  put  it  on.  'Tis  the  very  (ame  Cafe  with  a  Heart 
that's  not  true  to  it  felf.  And  upon  the  whole  Matter,  Men 
of  this  Levity  are  condenm'd  to  the  Mifery  of  Living  and  Dy- 
ing Uneafy. 


Fa  b.  426.  A  J^ounff  JTellotn  about  to  si^arrp* 

MArrying  and  Hangings  they  lay,  go  by  Dejiin^^  and 
the  Blade  had  this  Thogght  in  his  Head,  per- 
haps, that  dcfir'd  the  Prayers  of  the  Congregation, 
when  he  was  upon  the  very  Point  of  Matrimony.  His 
Friends  gave  him  no  Anfwer,  it  feems,  which  put  him 
up(»i  Rciafoning  the  Matter  Mrith  them.  Why,  Gende- 
mcn  (fiiys  he)  if  there  had  been  but  a  Snick-up  in  the 
Cife,  you'd  have  ayd,  ^tbe  Lord  blefs  ye^  Sir  -,  and 
there  is  more  Danger  in  Marrying^  I  hope,  than  there 
is  in  Sneezing. 

The  Moral. 

Tbi  Parfan  was  mucb  in  tbe  Rigbtfure^  tbat  Hie  the  Hangman 
Qsltd  aU  Pee/pie  Forpvemfi  that  be  wai  to  Marrjy  before  hi 
efid  Exeqai^n  upon  them. 


Mk 
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REFLECTION. 

MANY  a  Man  runs  a  greater  Rifqac  in  a  Wife,  than  tie 
World  is  aware  of.  The  whimfical  Freak  of  this  voung  Ban- 
tering Spark,  would  have  made  no  iU  Ingredient  into  a  Wife 
and  Sober  Man's  Litany y  and  tho'  it  look  like  a  Jeft,  there 
is  fomewhat  in't  yet  that  may  be  worth  a  Thinking  Man's 
Earneft.  But  there  will  need  no  more  than  the  Experience 
of  thofc  that  have  try'd  the  Circumftances  of  tlib  BlcBcd 
State,  to  Recommend  the  Morality  tff  the  Allufion,  to  tkc 
Thought  of  others,  tliat  arc  not  yet  cnter*d  into  the  Malri- 
jnonial  Noofe. 


F  A  B.  427,   A  CBomait  Truftcd  with  a  ^CtCCt* 

THere  was  a.  Good  Woman  (in  the  Days  ^fhcn 
Good  Women  were  in  Fafliion)  that  vahfd 
her  felf  wonderfully  upon  the  Faculty  of  Retention^ 
or  (for  the  (ake  of  Good  Manners)  upon  the  admi- 
rable Gift  fhe  had  in  the  keeping  of  a  Secret.  The 
Toy  took  her  Husband  in  the  Head  once,  to  make 
Trial  of  her  Virtue  that  Way  -,  and  fo  he  t<^  her 
one  Morning  upon  Waking,  in  the  greateft  Confi- 
dence imaginable,  one  of  the  ftrangcft  Things,  per- 
haps, that  ever  was  heard  of,  which  had  that  Nigfjt 
befall'n  him  :  But,  my  Dear,  Ciys  he,  if  you  fliould 
fpeak  on't  again,  I  am  utterly  Ruin'd  \  and  Women 
are  generally  {o  Leaky,  that  in  the  whole  Courfc  of 
my  Life,  I  have  hardly  met  with  any  one  of  the  Sex 
that  could  not  hold  her  Breath  longer  than  fhe  could 
keep  a  Secret.  Ah,  my  Life  (lays  ftie)  but  Your 
Woman,  I  afliire  ye,  is  none  of  that  Number  :  What 
betray  my  Husband*s  Secrets !    Td  die  a   Thouiknd 

Deaths  firfl.     No,  my  Heart,  if  ever  I  do,    may 

Her  Husband,  at  that  Word,  ftopp'd  her  Mouth,  for 
fear  of  fomc  Bloody  Imprecation,  and  fo  told  her : 
Come  Wife,  f lys  he,  Tbey  thai  will  Swear ^  will  lify 
and  fb  Pll  rather  tell  you,  upon  Honour ;  Look  yc 
here,  what  has  bcfeirn  mc  :    I  have  laid  an  Egg  to 

Night  i 
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Ni^C;  and  (o  he  took  the  Egg  from  his  Back-fide, 
ind  bod  her  fed  on*t ;  but  if  ever  this  Ihould  come  to 
Light  now.  People  would  lay  that  I  n^'os  Hen-trodden, 
and  the  Di%race  of  it  would  make  me  a  Scandal  to 
Mankind.  This  Secret  lay  burning  in  the  Breaft  of 
the  poor  Woman,  and  kept  her  fVakingy  till  fhe  had 
Day-light  enough  to  rife  by  -,  and  then,  foftly  out  of 
the  Bed  ihe  deals,  for  fear  of  Hooking  her  Husb^d,  and 
(b  away  Poft-hafte  to  a  Goffiping  Neighbour  of  her 
Acquaintance,  hurries  her  out  of  her  Bed,  Charms  and 
Swears  her  to  Privacy,  and  then  out  comes  the  Secret, 
That  her  Husband  had  laid  two  Eggs  that  very  Night. 
This  Confident  had  another  Confident,  and  there 
'twas  Three  Eggs.  The  next  made  it  Four,  and  fo  it 
went  on  (incrcafing  ftill)  fix)m  one  Goflip  to  another, 
]till  by  Six  a  Qpck  in  the  Afternoon  they  had  m^de  it 
Forty  Eggs. 

The  Moral. 

Thru  may  kup  Counfil  when  Two  are  away. 

REFLECTION. 

THERE'S  no  fuch  way  of  Publilhing  and  Proclaiming  any 
thing,  as  by  enjoining  a  Wonjan  under  the  Seal  of  Confcflion 
to  keep  it  fecret.  They  that  are  curious  to  know  forbidden  Se- 
crets, are  as  frank  of  telling  them  again,  and  of  enlarging 
them:  So  that  whoever  fliews  me  a  very  inquifitive  Body, 
rn  (hew  him  a  Blab,  and  one  that  fhall  make  a  Privacy  as 
Publick  at  a  Prochmation.  But  if  your  Wife  will  have  it . 
fo,  and  calls  for  a  Categorical  Anfwer,  [Will  ye  tell  me^  or 
VfiUye  not?]  If  you  tell  the  Secret,  'tis  odds  but  in  Twelve 
Hours  it  (hall  be  Town-Talk,  and  be  made  Thirteen  times 
more  than  it  is.  If  you  refuie  to  tell  it,  there's  no  enduring 
the  Exclamations,  for  want  of  Truft  and  Confidence,  aild 
the  unaccountable  Jealoufies  that  follow  upon't.  For  there 
arc  a  (brt  of  People  that  never  condder  the  many  feparatc 
Privacies  of  Truft  and  Honour,  that  a  Husband  cannot  ho- 
neftly  communicate  to  a  Wife,  nor  a  Wife  to  a  Husband : 
That  IS  to  fey,  where  there's  a  Third  Party  or  Matter  con- 
cem'd,  apart  from  any  thing  in  the  Queftion  that  is  Conju* 
gtl  betwixt  them. 


4^0  F AELhsofJeveral^tahors. 


He  that  can  doubt  of  the  Reafon  and  the  Neceflity  of  this 
Guard  and  Caution,  muft  be  much  a  Stiango*  to  the  Hiftorr  ci 
the  Great  Rebellion  under  CbMrles  the  FnJlrfBUjffid  Mnien: 
when  fo  many  State-Intrigues  pafs'd  through  the  Hands  of 
Women,  who  are,  without  difputc,  the  beft  of  Spies,  and  the 
moft  proper  Inftruments  for  Difcovcry  and  Intelligence ;  c- 
fpecially  if  they  be  Women  of  Addrefs,  Wit  and  Beiuty ;  fcr 
the  very  Sex  has  certain  Privileges  upon  the  Point  of  a  Cava- 
lier Gallantry  and  Good  Breeding,  to  cover  them  from  the 
Stridneflcs  of  Search  and  Examination,  that  other  Agents 
are  commonly  jubjeded  to. 

Now  to  reconcile  a  (eeming  Contradiction  here»  tn  makiif 
Women  at  the  fame  time  to  he  both  fit  and  unfit  to  be  tniflcd; 
ikiis  Fable  does  not  flick  fo  much  at  the  Futility  of  Women  in 
general,  as  at  the  incontinent  Levity  of  a  Prying  Inquifitive 
Humour;  and  it  falls  in  over  and  above,  by  way  of  a  (hon 
and  pertinent  DigrefTton,  to  fhew  that  State-Mattcn  are  Mo- 
rally excepted  out  of  the  Articles  of  Marriage.     • 


F  A  B.  428.    A  dllomait  and  CIjMcis* 

IN  the  Days  of  Yore,  when  Men  and  their  Wives 
agreed  like  Dog  and  Cat  in  a  Houfe  togerhcr, 
the  Good  Man  had  been  a  fhooting  it  feenis,  and 
brought  his  Dame  home  a  Dozen  of  Black-Birds  wirh 
him.  Comc^  Szveet-Heart^  fays  he.  Prithee  lei's  bar:s 
tbefe  Black-Birds  to  Supper.  Black-Birds !  fays  fhe,  the 
Lord  blefs  us,  why  certainly  the  Man's  a  Changeling. 
G)me,  come,  you  fhall  have  your  iT^ru/bes  for  Supper 
then.  fFell^  fays  he,  but  I  tell  you  again^  Pll  have  tbefc 
Btack-Birds  to  Supper.  That's  well,  quoth  the  Wonur, 
and  I  tell  you  again,  and  again,  that  you  fhall  have  thdi 
^hrujhes  for  Supper.  Prithee^  my  Dear.,  fays  the  Mar, 
If  I  fay  they  are  Black-Birds,  Ut  'em  be  Black-Birds:  VZ 
allow  you  to  think  they  may  be  Thrufhcs,  but  don*t  contrc- 
di£l  me.  Prithee  my  Dear,  fays  fhe,  if  I  have  a  Fa^l 
to  my  Husband,  is  my  Husband's  Wife  bound  to  be  a 
Fool  for  Q)mpany  ?  Ht^^  donU  provoke  me^  fays  the 
Man,  but  Ut  the  Black-Birds  be  Dreffdy  and  do  as  I  bti 


Fables  of  federal  jiuthors.   461 

ye ;  Ohyycur  Husband  ye^ad  beft.  Lifelckins,  lays  (he, 
I  know  no  more  Reafon  I  have  to  Obey  my  Husband^ 
than  my  Husband  has  to  Obey  me  v  and  Sirrah,  in  the 
Teeth  of  ye,  fince  ye  are  Huflying  of  me,  no  c^her 
Woman  would  have  the  Patience  to  be  abus'd  thus. 
From  thefe  Family-IVords  they  fell  to  Blows^  and  there 
was  the  IVig  in  one  Comer,  and  the  Head-Gear  in  ano- 
ther; upon  the  Queftioh,  whether  they  were  Black- 
Birds  or  nru/hes.  When  the  Bickering  was  oyer,  they 
went  veiy  comfortably  to  Bed  together,  and  fo  rubb*d 
on  in  -a  kind  of  a  Cate^-walling  Ufe^  till  juft  ibai  Day 
Twelve-Month:  And  then  came  the  Hiftory  of  the 
Black-Birds  and  the  J'hrufhes  upon  the  Carpet  again. 
Ah,  ye  Beaft  you,  lays  the  Woman,  How  did  you 
beat  your  poor  Wife,  Sirrah,  this  Day  TCwehe-Monthy 
about  thole  Damn'd  Thrufhes !  Black-Birds^  ye  Jade^ 
iays  the  one ;  nrufhes^  ye  Rogue j  t'other :  And  (6  in 
one  Word,  they  play'd  the  lame  Farce  over  again ;  in- 
fbmuch,  that  for  the  tiifte  they  Liv*d  together,  the 
Woman  had  an  Anniverfary  Beatit^^  as  duly  as  the  Day 
of  the  Month  came  about  every  Year  after.   . 

The  Moral. 

* 

Ccelum  licet  &  Mare  Terris 

Confundas,  Homo  fum fVhat  muft  biy  muft  be. 

REFLECTION. 

* 

*TIS  a  Folly  next  to  Madncfs,  for  Women  to  be  trying 
Mafteries  with  thir  Husbands ;  to  fay  nothing  of  the  Scan- 
dal they  bring  upon  themfclves  and  their  Families,  by  fuch  a 
Forfeiture  of  Honour,  Difcretion,  Modefty  and  Good  Man- 
ners. Nay,  and  'tis  well  too,  if  from  fomc  Men,  and  upon 
fomc  Provocations,  they  fcape  the  Difciplinc  of  a  Good  Drub- 
bing into  the  Bargain. 

There  are  divers  Important  Doftrines  couch'd  under  this 
Fable ;  Firft,  The  lufupcrablc  Obftinacy  of  a  violent  Woman. 
Secondly,  The  Scandal  of  the  Example,  as  well  as  the  Folly  of 
the  Competition.  Thirdly,  The  Natural  Iffue  of  the  Contro- 
vcrfy,  where  the  Wcakcft  muft  cxpcft  to  go  to  the  Wall.  The 

World 
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World)  Heaven  be  thank'd,  does  not  want  Inftances  to  illu- 
ftrate  this  Figure ;  fo  that  there  will  be  Icfi  need  of  amplifying 
upon  it.  We  arc  not  here  upon  the  Philofophy  of  the  Frak, 
but  upon  the  Shameful  Lewdnefs  of  the  Practice.  Sirrah  (iivs 
a  Woman  to  a  Friend  of  mine,  that  took  her  olF  from  beating 
her  Husband,  Pm  a  Worcefterihirc  jy§man^  and  1  won^t  be  A- 
luid.  ^uvcnaV^  Homofum^  fays  all  in  Two  Words.  When  the 
Devil  of  this  Paflion  is  raisM,  there's  no  Abiding  the  Storm, 
and  there's  no  Laying  on*t.  Onefuch  a  Jt^oman^s  Tongue  (faji 
the  Poet)  is  bryond  all  the  Pans  and  Kettles  in  the  C^untntf 
hring  the  Mom  out  of  an  Eclipfe.  Keep  up  the  Dialogue  and 
Ihe  YaWsjou  j  kt  it  fall,  and  you  Kill  her.  This  was  the  vcnr 
Cafe  of  a  certain  Divine  that  Chid  a  Woman  for  Strikii^  and 
Reviling  her  Husband :  She  left  her  Husband  immediately, 
and  fell  upon  the  Jacket  of  the  Parfon,  who  ftood  gaping  at  her 
a  full  Hour  and  a  Half  together,  without  one  Word  of  Reply. 
The  Paflion  put  her  at  laft  into  Fits,  and  the  firft  Word  Cbc 
faid  upon  coming  to  herfelf  again,  was  no  more  than  this. 
Ah  Sir^  fays  (he.  Ever  xvhlle  you  Live^  anfwer  a  ff^oman. 

To  come  now  to  the  Doi^rine  that's  wrapt  up  in  the  Ex- 
ample. 'Tis  Scandalous  with  %  Rcfpccl  to  the  Ordinances 
both  of  God  and  Man  ;  'tis  a  high  Offence  to  common  De- 
cency in  regard  of  tlKi  Sex,  the  Duty,  and  the  Relation  :  And 
then  'tis  moft  abominably  indircr<;ct;  becaufe  if  the  Man  he 
not  a  Coxcomb,  the  Woman  is  furc  to  be  worftcd  ;  and  \i 
he  be  one,  'tis  as  good  as  SVuerht  Univcrfi^  that  there's  a  Ful 
and  a  Shrew  well  met.  The  Word  llai-Fellaw  goes  a  crcat 
way  with  a  Tbrufly-Wsmnn^  and  fo  does  the  Text  that  favs 
They  Jhall  be  both  One  FUJI).  From  whence  (he  infers  an  E- 
cjuality  at  leaft,  if  not  a  Right  of  Dominion  ;  for  the  Ril> 
ought  to  have  fome  Preference  above  the  Clay. 

This  is  not  to  be  taken  for  a  General  Cliarafter  o{  Wo- 
men, but  for  a  Reproof  only  of  fome  Eager-Spirited  Gypfta 
€){  the  Sex  j  and  for  the  Honour  alfo  of  thofc  Angelical  Pcr- 
fedions,  which  render  tliem  both  the  Joy  and  the  Blcfling  of 
Mankind,  when  they  live  Suitably  in  all  Points  to  the  Intern 
of  their  Creation. 


Fab.  429.     Two  S)0lDlcrj5  g®  Halves. 

THE    1  (uiriour  took   Two    Coimtr\'- Fellows  b 
the  Ihu.l  once  to  turn  Soldiers,   and  fo  away 
tluy  went  to  11  y  ihc  Chance  of  War,  upon  an  Agree- 
4  mcnr 
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menc  to  go  Halves  in  the  Adventure.  The  One  fell 
Bdc  vipon  the  way,  t'other  went  forward  to  the  Army, 
wrhere  he  got  himfclf  both  Money  and  Credit.  At  his 
Return,  a  while  after,  he  found  his  Friend  upon  the 
mending-hand,  and  told  him  how  and  how,  which  he 
was  extreamly  glad  to  hear;  becaufe  of  the  Snip  that 
he  himfclf  expe6ted  upon  the  Dividend.  As  they  were 
talking  of  this  and  that  by  the  bye,  he  took  his  time  to 
put  in  a  hint  about  ftiaring  the  Booty  according  to 
their  Ag^ment.  That's  all  the  reafon  in  the  World, 
iays  t'other  ^  but  then  there  are  other  thingjs  to  be 
divided  too>  which  I  han't  told  you  off,  and  when  we 
come  to  reckon,  we  had  e'en  as  good  make  one 
work  on'c,  and  count  all  together.  This,  fays  t'other 
to  himfelf,  mufl:  be  (bmething  of  Plate,  Jewels,  or 
predouB  Plunder  -,  and  lb  he  came  blundy  to  the  Que- 
ftion,  what  it  was  that  his  Comrade  had  gotten  be- 
fides?  Why  look  ye,  fays  the  Soldier  (fhewing  him 
his  Naked  Body)  Here  are  Bruiies,  Wounds,  Maims, 
and  Scans,  that  are  to  be  divided  as  well  as  the  Money. 
Nay,  (ays  t'other,  you  may  e'en  keep  all  y'ave  got  to 
your  own  Uie  then,  for  I'll  have  no  dividing  upon  thofe 
Terms. 

The  Moral. 

Partners  muji  go  Half-Profit^  Half-Lofs,  Uis  no  Bargain  elfe. 

REFLECTION. 

TTS  Wifdom  not  to  give  more  for  a  thing  than  'tis  worth  ; 
and  in  connnon  Equity,  Partners  (hould  take  the  Good  and  the 
Bad,  one  with  another,  or  let  both  alone.  People  fliould  not 
enter  Handover  Head  into  Partnerfliips  or  Adventures,  either 
iH  War  or  Biifinefs ;  they  fiiould  confider  that  the  Blows  and 
the  Scars  arc  to  be  divided,  as  well  as  the  Piftoles  and  the  Du- 
cats, and  the  Lofs  as  well  as  the  Profit.  The  two  Parties  are 
as  good  as  Man  and  Wife,  where  the  Bargain  \%for  Better  far 
JVorfe^  Nay,  there's  Brawling  as  well  as  Kiffing  in  the  very 
State  of  Matrimony  itfclf ;  and  when  People  come  to  be  us'd 
to  both  at  once,  let  *em  fet  one  againft  the  other,  and  then 
put  the  Gain  in  their  Eyes.     If  Life  be  a  Journey,    Men 
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muft  exped  Foul  Way  as  well  as  Fair,  and  content  dxoH 
felves  to  Travel  in  all  Weathers,  and  thro*  all  Difficulties ; 
which  is  no  more  than  the  iame  Mixture  that  we  meet  with 
in  all  our  Undertakings  :  Wherefore  let  no  Man  brag  of  hb 
Bu^'n,  till  he  has  caft  up  his  Account,  and  fet  tbe  Son 
againft  the  Booty. 


Fab.  430.     A  Lfon  and  a  ®am 

AMong  other  good  Counfels  that  an  old  Eipe- 
rienc^d  Lion  gave  to  his  Whelp,  this  was  Oa^ 
That  he  (hould  never  contend  with  a  Man :  FoTj  &ys 
he,  //  ever  you  do^  youUl  be  worfted.     The  litdc  Lion 
gave  his  Father  the  Hearing,  and  kept  the  Advice  in 
his  Thought,  but  it  never  went  near  his  Heart.   When 
he  came  to  be  grown  up  afterward,  and  in  the  Fknrtr 
of  his  Strength  and  Vigour,   About  and  About  be 
Ranges,  to  look  for -a  Man  to  grapple  with.     In  hii 
Ramble  he  chances  to  fby  a  Toke  (fOxen\  lb  up  to 
'em  he  goes  prefendy :  nark  ye^  Friends^  lays  he.  Are 
you  MEN?   They  told  him  No;  but  their  M^er 
was  a  Man.     Upon  leaving  the  Oxen,  he  went  to  1 
Horle  that  he  law  Bridled  and  Ty'd  to  a  Tree,  and 
aflc'd  him  the  fame  Queftion  -,  Noy  fays  the  Horfe,  / 
am  no  Man  my  felf^  but  he  that  Bridled  and  Saddled  uv, 
and  tfd  me  up  here^  be*s  a  Man.     He  goes,  after  this, 
to  one  that  was  cleaving  of  Blocks;  D'ye  hear,  lays 
the  Lion,  You  feem  to  be  a  Man.    And  a  Man  I  amt 
fays  the  Fellow.     Tliat's  well,  quoth  the  Lion,  and 
dare  you  fight  with  Me  ?  Yes,  fays  the  Man,  I  dare 
fight  with  ye :  \\Tiy,  I  can  tear  all  thefe  Blocks  to 
pieces,  ye  fee.      Put  your  Feet  now   into  this  Gap, 
where  you  fee  an  Iron  Thing  there,  and  try  what  you 
can  do.     Tlie  Lion  prefently  put  his  Qaws  into  the 
Gaping  of  the  Wood,  and  with  one  Lufty  Pluck,  made 
it  give  way,  and  out  drops  the  Wedge  -,  the  Wood 
immediately  clofing  upon't,  and  there  was  the  Li(» 
caught  by  the  Toes.     The  Wood-Man  prefendy  upon 
this,  raifes  the  Country,  and  the  Lion  finding  what 
4  a 
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Teight  he  ifvas  in^  gave  one  Kearty  Twitch,  and  got 
Feet  out  of  the  Trap,  but  left  his  Qaws  behmd 
I.  So  away  he  goes  back  to  his  Father,  all  Lame 
Bloody,  with  this  Confeflion  in  his  Mouth ;  Alas; 
Dear  Father^  fays  he,  This  had  never  few,  if  I  bad 
mfd  jtntr  Advke. 

9 

The  M  o  k  A  L. 

A^Xitui  h  Parents  is  againft  the  Laws  cf  Nature  and  Na^ 
'ofiSj  Common  Juftice^  Prudence  and  Good  Manners ;  and 
he  Vengeance  of  Heaven^  fooner  or  later ^  treads  upon  the 
ieels  oiit. 

REFLECTION. 

TOPLE  are  net  to  Reafon  upon  Obedience  to  Parents, 
Suboiiffion  to  Governors,  provided  there  be  nothing  in 
Command,  or  in  the  Imposition,  that  is  (imply  £vil« 
(on  in  Man  does  abundantly  fupply  the  Defed  of  other 
ulties  wherein  we  are  inferior  to  6ea(b  \  and  what  we 
not  compa(s  by  Force,  we  bring  about  by  Stratagem. 
I  thtent  of  this  Fable  is  to  (et  forth  the  Excellency  of  Man 
ve  all  Creatures  upon  the  Earth ;  and  to  (hew,  that  he  is 
i  and  Ruler  truer  all  the  r(ft ;  their  Teeth j  Claws^  Stings^ 
other  means  of  Offence,  notwithftanding.  The  young 
n  himfelf  is  Charged  by  his  Sire  not  to  contend  with 
I ;  fo  that  confequently  no  Creature  of  lefs  Force  is  upon 
Terms  to  Encounter  himi  Not  but  that  there  are  fome 
:bl  Inflances  to  the  contrary,  in  Exception  to  the  Ge* 
al  Rule.  The  Moralijl  makes  the  Event  to  confirm  the 
i(bn,  and  to  fupport  the  Authority  of  the  Lion's  Counfd. 
nay  pafs  likewife  in  fome  (brt,  for  a  Punijhment  of  Difo- 
icnce  to  a  Parent ;  but  there's  the  Voice  of  Providence 
I  Wifdom  in't,  as  well  as  the  Voice  of  a  Father ;  which 
itimated  in  (hewing  us,  that  the  Yoke  of  Oxen,  and  the 
rfe  that  ftood  Bridled  and  Sadled,  had  a  Mtai  (till  to  their 
ifier. 


V 


F A fi.  43 1.    A  ||[)are  and  a  dpactofD* 

sparrow  h^>pen'd.  to  take  a  Buih  juft  as  an  Et^te 
made  a  Stoop  at  aa  Hare^  and  whea  h&  li^d  got 
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her  in  die  Foot,  Poor  fFal  cry*d  out  for  Help.  Wd 
(feys  the  Sparrm)  and  why  don*t  ye  run  for't  now  ?  I 
thought  your  Footmanftiip  would  have  fav'd  yc  b 
this  very  Moment  comes  a  Hawk  and  whips  away  tk 
Sparrvwj  which  gave  the  Dying  Hare  this  Q>nfi)]atiQi 
in  her  laft  Diftrels,  that  (he  faw  her  Iniblent  Enemf 
overtaken  with  a  juft  Vengeance,  and  that  the  Hard- 
hearted  Creature  that  had  no  Pity  for  another j  could  ob- 
tain none  for  herfelf  neither,  when  (he  ftood  moft  io 
aeedoPt. 

The  Mo  R  A  L. 

*Tts  with  Men  and  GcvfrnmmtSy  as  'tis  tvith  Birds  and  Btefi^ 
the  Weaker  are  a  Prey  to  the  Stronger^  and  fo  am  under  emr 
theTy  through  the  whole  Scale  of  the  Creation.  'JVe  m^ 
therefore  to  have  a  Fellow-Feeling  of  one  another's  Affii^' 
For  no  My  knows  whofe  turn  may  be  next, 

REFLECTION. 

HERE'S  a  Juft  Judfemcnt  upon  HI  Nature:  Wherefore  k( 
110  Man  make  fport  with  the  Miferable,  that  k  in  danger  to 
be  mifcrable  himfelf^  as  every  Man  may  be ;  and  in  tnidii 
every  Man  defervcs  fo  to  be,  that  has  no  Tenderncfs  for  la 
Neighbour.  It  is  a  high  Degree  of  Inhumanity  not  to  hav« 
a  Fellow-feeling  of  the  Misfortune  of  my  Brother ;  but  to 
take  pleafure  in  my  Neighbour's  Mifery,  and  to  make  merry 
with  it,  is  not  only  a  Brutal,,  but  a  Diabolical  Barbarity  and 
FoUy. 


F  A  B.  43  2.    A  JTOC  and  a  Cock* 

A  Hungry  Fox  that  had  gpt  a  Cock  in  his  Eye,  and 
.could  nqt  tell  bow  to  come  at  him,  caft  himictf 
at  his  Length  upon  the  Ground,  and  there  he  by  wink- 
ing and  pinking,  as  if  he  had  fore  Eyes.  Ah  (lays  he 
to  the  Cock)  I  have  gotten  a  Thorn  here,  with  crap- 
ing tlirough  the  Hedge-  t'other  Day ;  'twould  be  the 
grcateft  Charity  in  the  World,  if  you  would  but  help 
/ne  out  with  it.  Why  truly,  fcys  the  Cock^  I  am  a> 
Oculift^  and  if  I  fliQuld  go  to  Help  we  Eyty  and  ^ 

at 
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f  father  with  my  Spur^  we  (hould  have  but  an  Unto- 
2uxi  Bufincis  on't ;  but  if  you  are  not  in  very  great 
ifte,  I  can  fly  Home  in  a  Trice,  and  bring  ye  One 
at  (hall  certainly  cure  ye.  The  Fox  finding  'twas  all 
It  Banter  *,  H^ell  (fays  he)  V/j  no  great  matter  then  % 
r  ihe  more  Pbyficians^  the  more  Danger ^  they  fay. 

The  Moral. 

fujfiing  and  Fencir^y  an  in  many  Cafis  both  albwahte  and  ne-* 
ceffarj ;  efpeciaUy  where  Craft  is  to  be  encountred  with  Crafit 

REFLECTION. 

THERE'S  no  trufting  to  a  Known  Hypocrite  and  an  Enemif 
oth  in  One ;  and  therefore  the  Cock  was  too  crafty  for  the 
0jr  Tiere,  and  kept  himfclf  upon  his  Guard.     There  is  this 
Iiichief  in  Falfe  Dealings  that  it  forces  People  to  be  Hard-^ 
itur^d  and  Sujpicious  in  tlieir  own  Defence :  For  Credulity  is 
lortal.    Not  but  that  many  Men  are  imposM  upon  to  their 
.uin  by  a  miilaken  Charity  and  Compafficn,     It  is  a  nice 
oint  however,  for  a  Man  to  take  upon  him  to  afEgn  the 
lany  and  Various  Cafes  that  occur  upon  this  Topick^  and  fo 
%  to  allot  them  their  Juft  and  Proper  Limits,  with  fuch  a 
cgard  to  Good  Nature  and  Difcrction^  as  neither  to  be  want- 
ig  to  Our  feheiy  nor  to  Others:  But  yet  the  P off  hie  Danger 
f  Helleving  a  Mferable  Perfonj  for  fear  he  (hould  be  a  Ccun'" 
trfeit^  will  not  excufe  a  Man  from  doing  Afts  of  Humanity ^ 
lotwidifianding  that  Pretence.   But  there  is  a  double  Hazard 
n't ;  for  we  may  mlfcarry  either  by  too  little  Caution  One 
ray,  or  by  too  much  Prefumption  the  other.   Now  the  Smelling 
nit  of  a  Trick,  and  the  Defeating  of  it,  does  not  come  fo 
ffome,  as  Repaying  of  it  in  kind ;  for  the  Contempt  in  the 
nanner  of  doing  it,  gives  a  kind  of  Sting  to  the  Difappointment* 
But  the  Pox  however,  has  the  Grace  of  other  Bantering  Buffoons: 
That  is  to  fay,  he  is  never  to  be  put  out  of  Countenance ;  and 
N^heil  ht  finds  himfolf  Pinch* d^  he  fhifts  it  off  with  a  DroU. 


F  A  B.  433.    Jop  and  £)OKQtD  arc  near  A-kin^ 

THere  palsM  a  great  many  Bitter  Words  once  upon 
a  time  betwixt  Joy  and  Sorrow ;  infomuch,  that 
they  mov'd  the  Court  upon  it,  by  Ccxifeni^  and  made 
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a  C&j;if ^-Caufe  on't.  Upon  a  Fj/r  and  a  Full  Heari^^ 
the  Judge  found  fome  Colour  of  Equitv  on  boib  SUis^ 
and  ^vould  fain  have  made  ^em  Friends  again.  Yen 
fhould  contider,  fays  he^  how  near  y'are  a-kh^  and 
what  a  Scandal  'tis,  to  have  thefe  Heats  and  Squabbles 
among  Relations :  But  all  this  went  in  at  one  Ear,  and 
out  at  f  other :  So  that  when  he  iaw  there  was  no  Good 
to  be  done,  he  pals*d  this  Sent^ce  upon  Them,  That 
fince  they  would  not  go  Hand  in  Ehnd  Amicably  of 
ThemfelveSy  they  (hould  be  Linked  together  in  a  Chm  \ 
and  Each  of  them  in  his  turn  fhould  be  perpetuaDf 
Treading  upon  the  Heel  of  the  Other  \  and  not  a  Pin 
Matter  then  which  went  Foremoft. 

The  Moral. 

No  Man  is  to  Pre  fume  in  Pro/per ity,  or  to  Deffahr  in  Adverfajt 
for  good  and  III  Fortune  do  as  naturally  fuccecd  ene  amtber^  tf 
Day  and  Night. 

REFLECTION. 

IT  is  the  liOt  of  Mankind  to  be  Happy  and  Miferable  hf 
turns.  The  Wifdoin  of  Nature  will  have  it  fo ;  and  it  is 
exceedingly  for  our  Advantage  that  fo  it  (hould  be.  Thcre'f 
nothing  Pure  under  the  Heavens  ;  and  the  Rule  holds  in  die 
Chances  of  Life^  as  well  as  in  the  Elements  :  Befide  that, 
fuch  an  Abftra£led  Simplicity  (if  any  fuch  thing  there  wxrc) 
would  be  neither  Nourifhing  to  us,  nor  Profitable.  By  the 
Mediation  of  this  Mixture,  wc  have  the  Comfort  of  fl^to 
fupport  us  in  our  Diftrcflcs,  and  the  Apprelienfions  of  1 
Change y  to  keep  a  Check  upon  us  in  the  very  HufF  of  our 
Grcatnefs  and  Glory :  So  that  by  this  Viciffitude  of  GWaoi 
Evil^  wc  are  kept  ftcady  in  our  Philefcphyy  and  in  our  Ri- 
gion.  The  one  minds  us  of  God* s  Omnipotence  and  Jufii^t 
the  Othery  of  his  Goodnefs  and  Mercy :  The  One  tells  us,  tfcit 
there's  A^  Trujling  to  our  own  Strength ;  the  Other  preacba 
Faith  and  Refignation  in  the  Profpe^t  of  an  Over-ruling  Pn- 
vidence  that  takes  care  of  us.  What  is  it  but  Sicknefs  that 
gives  us  a  Tafte  of  Health?  Bondage^  the  Relifh  of  Libertjt 
And  what  but  the  Experience  of  fFanty  that  Enhances  the 
Value  of  Plenty  ?  That  which  we  call  Eafc^  is  ordy  an  hit 
Uncy  or  a  Freedom  from  Pain  ;  and  there's  no  fuch  thii^ » 
Felicity  or  Mifery^  but  by  the  Comparifon.     *Tis  vcxy  t"* 
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liat  Mltpes  and  Fears  are  the  Snares  of  Life  in  (bme  refpe^fe^ 
put  they  are  the  Relief  of  it  in  others^-  Now  for  fear  of  the 
iVorft  however,  on  either  Hand,  every  Man  has  it  in  his  own 
V>i3ircr  by  the  Force  of  Natural  Reafon>  to  Mafter  the  Temp- 
ation  of  falling  either  into  Prefumption  or  Defpair. 


Fab.  434.     The  ©tDl  and  the  ©im* 

There  was  a  Pinking  Owl  once  upon  a  very  Bright 
and  a  Glorious  Mornings  that  (ate  Sputtering 
It  the  SufSj  and  afk'd  him  what  he  meant  to  ftand 
ftaring  her  in  the  Eyes  at  that  Rate.  Well,  lays  the 
SmHj  but  if  your  Eyes  will  'not  bear  the  Light,  what^ 
jfour  Quarrel  to  ^  Beams  that  Jbed  it  ?  Do  you 
think  it  a  Realbnable  Thing  that  the  whole  World 
ihould  be  deprived  of  the  Greateft  Blefling  in  Nature, 
to  gratify  the  Folly,  the  Arrogance  and  the  Infirmity 
of  one  Sbt  ? 

The  Moral. 

Tiere  is  nothing  fe  Excellent,  or  fo  Fault lefs,    but  Envy  and 
Detraction  will  find  fomewhat  to  fay  again/}  it. 

REFLECTION. 

IT  is  no  more  in  the  Power  of  Calumny  and  Envy  to 
blail  the  Dignity  of  a  Wife  and  of  an  Honefl  Man,  than 
it  'was  in  the  Power  of  the  Btear-Efd  Owl  here,  to  caft  a 
Scauidal  upon  the  Glory  and  Greatneis  of  the  Sun.  The 
PriJiciplps  of  Good  and  Evil  are  as  Firm  as  the  Foundations 
of  the  Earth  ;  and  never  had  any  Man  living  the  Face  yet. 
10  make  an  Open  Profeffion  of  Wickednef^  in  its  own  Name. 
Not  but  that  Men  of  Vicious  Lives  and  Converfations,  have 
fouiid  out  ways  of  Impofing  their  Corruptions  and  Jmfirmi- 
ties  upon  tlie  World  for  Virtues,  under  falfe  Semblances 
and  Colours.  But  there's  no  Man  all  this  while,  that  fets 
up  for  a  Knave  or  a  Coxcomb  in  Direft  Terms.  Now  the 
Mvfienr  of  the  Cheat  lies  in  the  artificial  Difguifing  of  one 
thing  for  another,  and  in  making  Evil  pa(s  for  Good,  and 
CSood  for  Evil :  As  every  Virtue  has  its  Bordering  Vice,  and 
wotXf  Vice  its  Bordering  Virtue.     So  thai  tbe  "PicXtivc.^  ^ak 
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naturally  hate  a  Man  of  good  Government  ar 
A  Man  of  Corfcitncc  and  Religion  is  as  much 
a  Profligate  Atliclft  :  And  a  Mercenary  Knigh 
juAas  much  Kindnefcfor  a  Man  of  Probitvan 
conclude  the  Moral,  There  are  of  thcfe  Utuh 
AUfmblLcs,  as  well  as  in  Rams  and  Groves  ; 
Honour  and  Integrity  Shines  on,  like  the  Sun 
ment,  Unconccrn'd,  and  continues  his  Courli 


■      Fab.  43  5.     Jtlpftpt  and  a  JTai 

Jupiter  had  a  Farm  a  long  time  upon  1 
want  of  a  Tenant  to  conic  up  to  his 
Bold  Fellow,  at  lift,  was  content  to 
Condition  that  he  himfelf  might  have 
of  the  Air  and  the  Scafons,  as  he  thought 
filer  Covenanted  with  him,  tint  it  Ihou 
Cold,  Wet  or  Dr^,  Calm  or  Windy,  : 
fiiould  direft.  In  Conclufion,  this  Man  h 
3  Climate  of  his  own,  that  his  very  ncx 
felt  nothing  of:  And  it  was  well  they 
when  they  had  a  Ftentitlil  Harveft  and 
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The  Moral. 

^i  Jbould  do  wM  to  make  it  One  Petittm  tk  eur  Litany,  that  in 
many  Cafes  Heaven  would  he  fi  gracious  to  us^  as  not  to  hear 

Prayers ;  for  we  are  $tberwife  in  Danger  to  be  Undone  hy 

muHWiflies. 


REFLECTION. 

WHAT  Work  would  Malcvolents  and  Malcconttnts 
make  in  the  World,  if  they  might  but  have  the  Governii^  of 
it ;  auid  if  Heaven  were  n  ^t  more  merciful  to  us,  than  to 
grant  us  our  Wiflics  ?  Wherefore  there  muft  be  no  Prefcrj- 
fcii^  of  Rules  to  the  Divine  Wifdom.  What  a  Confufion 
would  it  bring  upon  Mankind,  if  all  thofe  People  that  are  un« 
fiitisfied  with  the  Motions,  Revolutions,  and  Influehces  of 
the  CekftialOrbs ;  the  Courfe  of  the  Seafons,  and  the  Pro- 
vidential Diftribution  of  Heats  and  Colds,  Rain,  Frofls,  and 
Sun-ihine,  might  be  allowed  to  take  the  Government  into 
their  own  Hands  ?  There  needs  nothing  more  to  convince  us 
of  the  Vanity,  the  Malice  and  the  Folly  of  tbcfe  Intermedlcrs 
with  the  Works  and  Orders  of  an  Over-ruling  Power  ;  and 
yet  we  muft  be  making  Articles  and  Conditions  forfooth,  in 
Matters  where  we  have  neither  Authority  nor  Skill :  And 
where  in  fpite  of  our  Hearts,  we  muft  Submit,  as  in  Duty 
and  Reverence  we  are  oblig'd  to  Refign,  and  to  Obey. 


Fab.  43  6.     A  WsM  turns  Religious. 

A  Wolf  that  was  paft  Labour,  had  the  Wit  in  his 
Old  Age  yet  to  make  the  beft  of  a  bad  Game  : 
He  borrows  a  Habit,  and  fo  about  he  goes.  Begging 
a  Charity  from  Door  to  Door,  under  the  Dilguife 
of  a  Pilgrim  -,  and  for  ought  we  know,  this  may 
be  one  of  the  Pilgrims  that  were  to  have  Landed  at 
Milford  Havefiy  in  the  Year  167}.  One  of  his  Re- 
lations that  had  the  Fortune  to  meet  him  in  his  Holy 
Garb  and  Pretence,  took  him  up  roundly,  for  (loop- 
ing fo  much  below  the  Dignity  of  his  Family  and 
Profeffion.  IVhy^  what  would  you  hitve  me  do  ?  fays 
the  Pilgrim-Wolf  my  I'eelb  and  wy  Heels  are^e^  fo  that 
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Icon  neither  Run^   nor  Worrj^    and  Imuft  either  CdKt^  \  ( 
md  turn  Religious j  or  Starve^ 

The  Moral. 

^ff^in  People  can  live  no  longer  by  dmmright  Rapbu  and  FJitKj^ 

for  want  of  Strength  ^  Means  ^  or  Ainlity  to  go  §Hat  tbeoU  Batt^ 

'tis  a  common  thing  for  *em  to  drive  on  the  aU  Trade  Jlill^  »- 

der  a  Semblance  rf  Religion  and  Firtue.     So  that  Imfetenu 

goes  a  great  way  toward  the  Converjion  of  an  Old  Sinner. 

REFLECTION. 

A  Profelyte-Wolf  is  a  very  Saint  yet  to  a  Prt^ehto-Cbrifia^ 
that  makes  his  Belly  his  God,  and  renounces  his  FaiSi  far 
Bread.     Now  over  and  al)ove  the  Livdy  Im^ige  of  the  Pnc- 
ticc  of  the  World  In  this  Wonderfid  Conviprfion,  'tis  Pkalant 
enough  to  confider  how  gravely  the  New  Cotfoert  is  tabo 
up  by  oi)e  of  his  Fellow  fFohes^  for  bringing  fuch  a  Di%noe 
upon  his  Qiara£ler  and  Fun^ion,  as  to  fubmit  to  the  Picking 
up  of  a  Livelyhood  in  that  Strolling  way  of  Cantii^  and 
'Sagging }  which  ix\  the  Moral  gives  us  to  underftand,  dmt 
'thpHypocritc  is  the  Fouler  and  die  Bafer  Beaft  of  the  Two. 
TThe  Doftrine  of  this  Fable,  if  the  Matter  were  well  Ex- 
amined, would  more  or  lefs  run  through  the  whole  Race  of 
Mankind  ;  for  Repentance  and  a  new  Life,  is  naturally  the 
Difcourfe  and  jletreat  of  Old  Sinners,  when  tbev  find  they 
can  live  by  Barefac'd  Wickcdncfs  no  longer;  What  a  Hi- 
deous Roll  would  it  make,  if  the  Names  of  all  the  People 
that  are  pointed  at  under  this  Emblem  of  the  Pilgrim-lHlf 
were  written  in  their  Foreheads  ! 


Fab.  437.     The  affi's  g)fcin* 

AMiferable  j^fs  that  was  ready  to  fink  under 
Blows  and  Burdens,  call*d  upon  Death  to  Do- 
liver  him  from  that  Intolerable  Opprcflion.  Death 
was  within  Hearing,  it  feems,  and  took  him  at  his 
Word  i  but  told  him  withal,  for  his  Comfort,  that 
whereas  other  Creatures  end  their  Misfortunes  and 
their  Lives  together.  You  muft  not  cxpedt  that  it  will 
be  fo  widi  you  -,  for  (lays  Death)  they*]!  make 
Drums  of  your  Skin,  when  your  Carcais  IhaU  be 
.  CarriQD9 


^■■i"^ 
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rrion,  and  never  leave  Drubbing  of  ye  fo  long  as 
e  Piece  will  hol4  to  another. 

The  MoR  At. 

ne  People  tfr<  Miferahlt  beyond  the  Relief  even  of  Death  it 
felf:  That  is  to  fay^  there  are  Men  that  lead  rejilefs  Lives 
in  this  ffirldy  under  a  dreadful  Apprehenjum  at  the  fame 
time,  of  being  more  wretched  in  the  next, 

REFLECTION. 

r 

THIS  Moral  does  not  lie  fo  fquare,  as  to  bear  any  great 
''eight  oii*t.  'Tis  true,  that  our  Fame  and  Memory  (ha^ 
t-live  pur  Bodies ;  and  that  in  that  Yenfe  a  Man  may  be 
d  to  be  Miferable  after  his  Death ;  even  In  a  Pagan  way  of 
iderftanding  it,  as  well  as  with  a  R^rd  to  the  Immortality 
the  Soul  in  ^  Chriftian  Application.  It  holds  forth  to  us 
e  Pertinacy  of  111  Fortune,  in  purfuing  /fome  People  intp 
cir  verv  Graves :  But  they  that  are  born  to  a  Fatality  rf 
ndkls  Misfortunes,  muft  fubmit  to  go  through  with  them.' 


F  A  B,  438,    A  JTool  and  a  Jjjot  Jxm. 

A  Smith  threw  down  a  Horfe-Shoe  in  his  Shop 
riL  that  was  but  juft  come  out  of  the  Fire :  A  Fool 
K>k  it  up ;  it  burnt  his  Fingers,  and  he  caft  it  down 
gain.  Why,  ye  Blockhead  you,  lays  the  Work-man, 
>uld  not  you  have  try*d  whether  'twas  Hot  or  no, 
efore  you  meddled  with  it?  Howj  try?  lays  the 
col.  Why,  a  Hot  Iron  would  have  Hils'd,  if  you 
ad  but  Spit  upon't.  The  Fool  carry*d  this  Philo- 
iphy  away  with  hirti,  and  took  an  Occafion  after- 
ward to  Spit  in  his  Porridge^  to  try  if  they'd  Hifs. 
Tiey  did  not  Hifs^  it  feems,  and  fo  he  Guttled  'cm 
p  and  Scalded  lus  Chops.  Well,  lays  one  that  was 
y,  and  could  not  you  have  ftaid  till  they  were  Cold  ? 
Vhy,  I  thought  tliey  had  been  Cold,  lays  the  FooL 
''ou  might  have  known  they  were  Hot,  fays  t'other, 
y  their  Smooking.  The  Fool  carry*d  this  in  his  Mind 
x>j  and  going  a  while  after  to  a  Spring-Head  xa 
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quench  his  Thirft;  he  fancy'd  that  the  Fountun 
SinoakM  too,  and  there  he  ftaid  till  he  was  a!ina£ 
C&oak'd,  for  fear  of  Burning  his  Chops  once  again. 

The  Moral. 

TTfis  very  Imscerrt  may  farve  t9  Teach  JVtfe  Mm  CatrtUM^  thr 
they  Examine  Matters  hefore  they  fafs  a  Jmigmewt  w 
them  \  for  etherunfe^  we  live  at  a  kind  ef  H^IiexarJj  jd 
without  any  Infight  into  Caufes  and  EffeSfs. 

REFLECTION. 

TIS  a  great  Folly  not  to  Diftinguifh  betwixt  things  Ex- 
tremely Differing  in  their  Qualities  and  Nature ;  *ti&  no  wob- 
dcr  to  find  one  Simplicin'  of  this  Kin4  foIlowM  with  mofc; 
for  Weak  Men  will  be  ftill  applying  the  laft  Rjt^  to  die  oex: 
Cafe,  for  want  of  Reafoning  and  Connei^ing  upon  tbcJFhmi, 
nris  an  Odd  diing  now,  tlut  a  Mauntebarik  (houid  giet  a  R^ 

Station  by  the  fame  Error  that  makes  an  IStt  yet  mot 
diculous  I  that  is  to  fay,  by  Prefcribiiig  the  iaoie  Rcmdf 
(o  all  Difeafes.      There  was  jufl  fuch  another  Innoceot  s 
this,  in  my  Father  s  Family :  He  did  the  CoaHe  Work  ii 
the  Kitchln,  and  was  bid  at  his  tirft  coming  to  take  off  tk 
Rar^ey   and  let  down  the  Cinders  before  he  went  to  Bed. 
The  poor  Silly  Wretch  laid  Hands  on  the  Irons,  when  tbcr 
were  next  to  Red-Hn  yet,  and  they  fhick  to  his  Ficsen: 
^  rertgeance  en  ye^  fa\-s  ~he,  IT  are  as  IVarm  as  Jf'ocl ;  axi  » 
ihook  'em  off  again.     Now  this  Innecenty  I  dare  Anfwcr  for 
him,  had  never  read  CamerariuSy  fo  that  he  did  not  Bum  b 
Fingprs  by  tliat  Copj-. 


Fab*  4^9*     A  CoCk  and  |)O^0« 

A  Cock  was  got  into  a  Stable,  and  there  wis  k 
Neftling  in  the  Straw  amoi^  the  Horfcs ;  ^ 
ftill  as  the  Fit  took  'em,  they'd  be  Stamnng  and 
Flinging,  and  laying  about  *em  with  their  Hods.  So 
the  Cock  very  gravely  Admonilhes  them ;  Pray,  inr 
Good  Friends,  let  us  have  a  care,  &ys  he,  that  ^ 
don't  Tread  upon  One  Another. 

Ta 
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The  Moral. 

mal  Converfations  are  Dangerous  and  Inconvenient  to  the 
'Weaker  Side  in  many  Reffe&s^  whether  it  he  in  regard  ef 
Quality  y  Fortune^  or  the  Like:  Where  the  Weight  of  the  One^ 
rtks  the  Other :  And  no  matter  whether  we  Emhark  oat  ef 
anityy  or  Folly ;  for  tis  Hazardous  both  ways. 

REFLECTION. 

0  fays  many  a  Vain  Fool  in  the  World,  as  thk  Cock  docs 
he  like  Cafe,  and  expofcs  himfelf  to  Scorn  as  well  as  Dc« 
ftion.     *Tis  a  neceflary  Point  of  Wifdom  for  People  to 

themfelves  with  fit  Company,  and  to  make  a  right  jfudg* 
It  of  their  Converfation.  I  do  not  mean  in  the  Matter^f 
mis  only,  where  Vicious  and  111  Habits  are  Contagious  | 

there  (hould  a  r^ard  be  had  to  the  very  Size,  Quality  and 
;ree  of  the  Men  that  we  frequent :  For  where  the  Difpro* 
tion  is  very  great,  9  Man  may  be  ruin'd  without  Malice, 

1  crulh'd  to  Pieces  by  the  Weight  even  of  one  that  has  ;| 
idncfs  for  him.  Now  where  we  misjudge  the  Matter,  a 
fcarriage  draws  Pity  after  it;  but  when  we-are  Tranfport- 
by  Pride  and  Vanity  into  fo  Dangerous  an  AHefbtion, 
'  Ruin  lies  at  our  own  Door. 


Fab.  440.     A  CarU'nCt  and  a  C^olc* 

k  Gardiner  took  a  Mole  in  his  Grounds,  and  the 
\  Queftion  was,  whether  he  fhould  put  her  to 
irath  or  no.  The  Mole  pleaded  that  fhe  was  one 
his  Family,  and  Digg'd  his  Garden  for  Nothing: 
ay,  flic  Infifted  upon't,  what  Pity  'twas  to  Dcftroy  a 
-eature  that  had  fo  fmooth  a  Skin,  and  Twenty  other 
ittlc  Pretences.  G>me,  come,  fays  the  Gard'ner,  I 
11  not  to  be  fool'd  with  a  Parcel  of  Fair  Words :  You 
ivc  nothing  for  Digging,  'cb  true  \  but  pray,  who  fet 
HI  at  Work  ?  Is  it  for  my  Service,  d*yc  think,  to 
ive  my  Plants  and  my  Herbs  torn  up  by  the  Roots  ? 
nd  what's  your  Bufinels  at  laft,  but  by  doing  all  you 
LH  for  the  filling  of  your  own  Bdly,  to  leave  me  no- 
ling  to  Eat  ?* 
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F  A  B.  441*    A  ^an  and  a  Wita^^ 

I^Here  was  a  ff^eazk  taken  in  a  Trap,  and  whedicr 
fhc  fhould  die  or  not,  was  the  PV>int:  The  Ma- 
tter of  the  Houfe  Chaig^dher  with  heavy  Mifikmcanon, 
and  the  Poor  Vermin  flood  much  upon  her  Innocence 
and  Merit.  Why,  fiiy5  ftie,  I  keep  your  Houfe  clear 
of  Mice.  Well,  fiiys  the  Man,  but  you  do*t  (oc  your 
own  fcke,  not  far  mine.  What  Work  would  thcj 
make  in  the  Pantry  and  the  Larder  ((ays  fhc)  if  it  were 
not  for  me  ?  And  in  the  mean  time  ((ays  the  Mafter  of 
the  Houfe)  you  youHelf  devour  the  fame  Things  tku 
they  would  have  Eaten,  Mki  and  all :  But  you  would 
lain  Iham  it  upon  me,  that  you  do  me  a  Service,  when 
in  Truth,  you  do  me  an  Injury,  and  therefore  you  dc- 
fcrve  a  I)ouble  Death ;  Firft,  For  the  Fault  idelf,  and 
then  for  the  Juftificadon  of  it. 

The  M  o  R.  A  L  of  the  two  Fables  above. 

*77j  according  to  the  Courfe  of  thofe  Kind  Offices  in  the  fForUy 
which  we  call  Friendjhip^  to  do  one  another  Good  fir  our  czL-m 
'  Sokes. 

REFLECTION. 

THERE'S  nothing  Commoner  in  this  World  than  the 
Cafe  of  the  Mole  here  and  the  Weazlc :  That  is  to  &y,  the 
Cafe  of  the  People  that  value  themfelves  mightily  upon  Me- 
rit ;  when  in  the  mean  time  they  do  only  their  own  Bufinefs. 
What  Virtue  is  it  for  me  to  do  another  Man  good  by  Chance; 
or  where*s  the  OWigation  of  doing  It  for  my  own  Pr -fit? 
Tis  the  Will  of  a  Man  that  qualifies  the  Aftion.  A  Body 
may  do  me  good,  and  yet  deferve  to  be  punifh'd  for't.  He 
may  favc  my  Life  for  the  Purpofe,  with  an  Intention  to  take 
it  away.  There  is  howe^'er  fome  R^rd  to  be  had  to  the  ve- 
ry  Inftrumcnt  that  Providence  makes  ufe  of  for  our  Advan- 
tage. But  this  is  out  of  a  Refpecl  to  the  Providence  not  10 
the  Man :  And  we  are  not  yet  come  up  to  the  Force  of  the 
Fable  neither ;  for  many  People  have  the  Confidence  to  plead 
Merit,  when  efTeftually  they  do  us  Mifchief. 
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Fab.  442.    A  ^oman,  Cat  and  ^icc^ 

A  Good  Woman  that  was  willing  to  keep  her  Cheefes 
from  the  Micty  thought  to  mend  the  Matter  by 
getting  her  a  Cat.  Now,  Pufs  anfwer*d  the  Womaff% 
intent  and  Expeftation,  in  keeping  the  Mice  from  Nib- 
bling the  Cheefes  \  but  (he  herfelf,  at  the  lame  time, 
devoured  the  Mke^  Cheefc  and  all. 

The  Moral. 

4T&/i  has  been  our  Cafe  within  the  Memory  of  Man :  There  wert 
'  a  matter  of  Half  a  Dozen  Little  Roguy  Political  Alice  lay  Nib^ 

bling  at  our  Liberties  and  Properties^  and  all  Peoples  Aloutbs 

^perCdfor  the  Providing  of  fome  500  Cats  to  De/lroy  them. 

The  £nd  orCt  was  this,  They  KilTd  the  Vermine-y  but  then  they 
.  Cohbled  up  Privileges  and  all:  And  was  not  the  World  well 

amended? 

RJEF  LECTION. 

THE  Prefent  State  of  Things  is  beft,  unlefe  we  may  be 
very  well  aflur'd  that  the  Danger  of  the  Remedy  is  not  great- 
er than  that  of  the  Difeafe :  Nay,  it  fo  falls  out  many  times^ 
that  a  Thing  may  be  Good  for  the  Diftemper,  and  yet  Mor- 
tal to  the  Patient.  Wherefore  Men  (hould  never  trouble  their 
Heads  about  Innovations  for  flight  Matters,  without  a  ftriA 
Calculation,  upon  the  Profit  or  Lofs  of  the  Exchange.  The 
Fancy  of  the  Cat  and  A£ce^  points  very  naturally  at  the  Cafe 
of  Monarchy  and  Epifcopacy  in  the  Days  of  King  Charles  the 
Firjl.  There  were  Grievances  of  all  forts  complain'd  of, 
and  Popular  Difputes  rais'd  about  Prerogative  and  Arbitrary 
Power,  in  the  pretended  Favour  of  Liberty  and  Property. 
Every  thing  was  amifs  they  cry'd,  and  nothing  would  ferve 
the  Turn  but  a  General  Reformation ;  and  what  was  the 
Iflue  at  laft,  but  the  Cats  that  (hould  have  killM  the  Mice,  eat 
up,  as  the  Fable  fays,  Alice^  Cheefe  and  all. 


Fab. 


478  F  A  6  L  E  8  ofjeveral  Authors. 


F  A  B.  443 .    A  span  in  Ceat J5  for  the  Lofs  of 

his  miu. 

NEver  had  any  Man  fiich  i  Lois  m  a  Woman  ccr-» 
tainly  a$  1  have  had!  Cries  a  Widowo*  in  die 
ftulh  of  his  Extravagancies  for  a  Dead  Wife :  Never 
fo  Dear  a  Creature!  Never  (b  Miferable  a  Wretdi! 
And  fo  he  runs  Raving  on,  how  he  (hould  abhor  the 
Sex  itfelf,  now  fhe  is  gone.  As  he  was  in  the  Tnmt 
port  of  his  Lamentations^  and  about  half  throi^  the 
Farce,  he  llarted  all  on  a  fudden,  and  called  out  to*die 
Women  about  the  Body,  (who  it  feems,  had  gotten  the 
beft  Piece  of  Linen  in  the  Houfe  for  a  WindiM- 
Sheet ;)  Pray,  lays  he,  will  you  take  another  Qoth  tor 
the  preicnt,  and  let  this  be  laid  by  for  my  next  Wifc^ 
if  it  fhould  be  the  Lord's  Will  to  have  me  Bury  ano- 
ther. This  fet  the  Company  a  Laughing,  for  all  theif 
Sorrow,  to  fee  the  Good  Man  fb  ibon  brought  to  hk 
Wits  again. 

The  Moral. 

Funeral  Tears  are  hut  Matter  of  Form ;  and  it  is  a  diJUnptifiitf 
Mark  of  Hypocrify^  to  take  upon  us  to  be  Kind  as  well  as  tt  it 
Righteous^  beyond  Meafure,  But  Time  and  Nature  wUUt 
eut  the  Truth  of  Things,  through  all  Difguifes. 

R  E  F  LE  C  T  I  O  N. 

IT  is  Morally  Impoffiblc  for  an  Hypocrite  to  keep  hLr^fd/ 
long  upon  his  Guard ;  for  the  Force  is  UnnaturaU  and  the 
leaft  Slip  or  Surprize,  either  a  Word,  Look,  or  A£lion,  hji 
him  open  through  his  Difguife.  But  to  fum  up  the  Cafe  ia 
fliort,  what  with  the  Hazards  of  Conjugal  Difagreement,  Un* 
gracious  Cljildren,  None  at  all,  or  the  Lofs  of  them;  widia 
Hundred  other  Uneafy  Circumftances  incident  to  that  Cofl- 
dition,  Happy  is  the  Couple  that  in  a  Marry'd  State  haTe 
the  Good  Fortune  to  moke  a  Saving  Game  on't. 


Fav* 


iMl* 


Fables  of  federal  jiuthors.  479 


A  B.  444;    A  EtCt)  $^n  that  would  be  no 

Richer. 

"*Here'  'Was  a  Huge  Rich  Man,  that  could  neither 
Eat  nor  Sleep  for  fear  of  Lofing  his  Money :  The 
Je  Entertainment  of  his  Life  was  Vifion  and  Plian- 
\ ;  Thieves,  Earthquakes,  Inundations ;  nothing  in 
rt  came  amiis  to  him  that  was  Pofllble,  Dangerous, 
.  Terrible.  In  this  Torment  of  a  Reftlels  Imagina- 
I,  he  calPd  a  Beggar  to  him,  told  him  his  Cafe ; 
.  now,  lays  he,  I  muft  fend  you  prefendy  of  an  Er- 
d  to  Fortune.  Go  your  ways  to  her  immediately, 
u'll  find  her  in  Japan^)  and  defire  her  from  me,  that 
the  Future  (he'll  never  Trouble  herfelf  farther  upon 
Account  of  mine,  for  I  am  abfolutely  refoVd  ne- 
to  touch  a  Penny  of  her  Money  more.  Be  gone 
\  very  Moment,  and  1*11  give  you  a  Hundred  Crowns 
your  Pains.  Why  truly  Sir,  lays  the  Poor  Fellow, 
a  great  way ;  but  yet  (after  a  litde  Humming  and 
wing  upon'c)  he  agreed  to  undertake  the  Job.  Da 
hen,  lays  the  Rich  Chuff,  and  you  fhall  have  Ninety 
iwns  down  upon  the  Nail.  The  Poor  Creature 
i  a  while  upon  the  other  Ten  that  he  promised  j 
:  at  laft  came  to  his  Price,  and  for  Ninety  he  was 
go.  Well  then^  fays  the  MifcraWe  Churl,  j4  Bar^ 
ffs  a  Bargain^  and  Four/core  Crowns  you  fhall  cenain- 
have.  At  this  Rate  he  went  Chaffering  on,  till 
Bating  Ten  and  Ten  ftill  upon  every  New  De- 
nd,  the  Man  was  e'en  fiiin  to  content  himfelf 
h  Ten  Crowns  at  laft  for  the  whole  Journey.  And 
away  he  goes  to  Fortune^  finds  her  out,  and  deli- 
s  his  Errand :  And,  fays  he,  fince  that  Rich  Man 
1  have  no  more,  pray  be  to  good  as  to  give  mc 
t  am  ready  to  Starve,  what  you  would  otherwife 
TC  given  to  a  Man  that  does  not  want  it.  No, 
s  Fortme^  as  for  his  Part,  I  am  refolv'd  to  Plague 
a  with  Thrice  as  much  more  as  he  has  akeady,  \n 
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Ipite  of  his  very  Teeth ;  and  then  for  your  part,  W 
e'en  keep  ye  in  a  Starving  Qsndition  as  I  found  yc^ 
to  the  laft  Minute  of  your  Life,  and  .make  Good  die 
Old  Saying  to  ye,  ^liai  be  tbafs  Bom  under  a  fbrU" 
Penny  Planet ^  Jball  never  be  worth  a  Groai.  TTis  nue, 
y'ave  gotten  Ten  Crowns  in  Hand,  and  you  fhould  iv- 
ver  have  had  that  neither,  if  I  had  not  been  £dt  Aikcp 
when  they  were  Delivered  ye. 

The  MotiAL. 

Not  One  Man  in  a  Thoufani  knows  bis  o%vn  Afind.  Same  Ma 
Jball  be  Rich  in  fpite  of  their  Teeth.  And  therty  nil  the  Cmh- 
ing  and  Caring  in  the  JVorldy  Jball  not  keep  anotber  Urn 
above  Water. 

REFLECTION. 

THE  Covetous  Man  is  never  well  (as  we  fay)  neither  Ft3 
nor  Fajiing:  Avarice  has  a  great  deal  iii't  of  the  Deg-Appetiu. 
It  is  Gro^y,  Ravenous  -  and  Iniatiable ;  Raving  Mad  after 
what  it  has  not,  and  Sick  of  what  it  has  ;  for  it  Digcfls  no- 
thing, and  the  very  Succefs  of  the  Wickedncfi  is  the  Phg«e 
on*t.  Nav,  and  the  Two  Extremes  of  Want  and  Abundaooe 
are  fo  near  a-kin  too,  that  the  Mifery  of  both  the  Oppofis 
States  take  its  Rife  in  a  great  Meafure  from  the  fame  Root. 
Only  Men  are  felicitous  in  the  one  Cafe  how  to  Get,  tfait 
which  they  arc  as  felicitous  in  the  other  Cafe  how  to  Keep ; 
and  the  Pain  of  the  Diiappointment,  whether  in  Alifiing  or 
in  Lofine,  is  much  the  fame.  For  what  is  the  Difference 
betwixt  having  Nothing  at  all  Originally,  and  after  fiich  or 
fuch  an  Acquifition,  having  Nothing  at  all  Left  ?  *Tis  but 
Nothing  againft  Nothing  both  ^^'ays :  And  the  Gifc  ha 
much  in  it  of  what  we  find  in  an  ^Extreme  Drought,  or  a 
Naufcous  Surfeit.  Men  arc  ready  to  Choak  for  want  of 
Drink,  and  when  they  have  ovcr-chai^'d  themfeUes  with 
more  than  Nature  will  bear,  they  are  ready  to  Die  on  that 
Hand  too^  till  the)'  have  it  up  again.  New  to  carry  an  tbe 
Allufion,  here's  a  Covetous  Man  deliberating  betwixt  tbe 
Qualms  of  a  wamblmg  Stomach,  and  an  unfettled  Alicd. 
Here  is  he  defying  Fortune  and  all  her  Works  ;  he'll  have  no 
mere  to  ^o  with  her,  he  fays,  and  fo  he  Talks  and  Dees  on, 
at  the  Rate  of  almoft  Half  a  Chrtjlian.  But  he  doe>  net 
yet  know  his  own  Mind,  it  feems  %  for  while  he  is  Renouncir.^ 
the  World  and  the  Deyil  on  the  one  Hand,  he  ftrikei  aLessuc 
a  widi 
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h  them  on  the  other,  and  in  the  fame  Breath  pra^fes 
at  he  pretends  to  difcLum,  and  couzens  the  Labourer  of 
Hire.  We  are  not  therefore  to  value  our  felves  upon  the 
rrit  qS  ^jaculatory  Rrt^entanceSj  that  take  us  by  Fits  anil 
rts,  and  look  liker  Confeffions  upon  the  Torture,  than 
b  of  Pietjr  and  Confcience.  Tis  not  for  a  defultory 
ought  to  attone  for  a  lewd  Courfe  of  Life ;  nor  for  any 
[^  but  the  Super-inducing  of  a  virtuous  &btt  upon  a  vi« 
us  one,  to  qualify  an  efFe£faial  Converfion.  We  are  to 
jngui(h  betwixt  this  Miier's  being  weary  of  the  anxious 
ndition  he  was  in,  and  his  repenting  the  Iniquity  of  his 

rreffion  and  Extortion  :  But  Fortune  will  have  him  richer 
richer  ftill,  in  fpite  of  his  Heart :  That  is  to  fay,  for  his 
ater  Condemnation  and  Puniflunent.  And  the  laft  Touch 
to  flicw  us,  in  the  Churlifhnels  of  Fortune^  what  a  Poor 
»neft  Man  has  to  truft  to  in  this  World, 


Fab.  445.  An  Cagle  fets  up  for  a  Xeautp^ 

T  was  once  put  to  the  QuefticMi  among  the  Birds, 
which  of  die  whole  Tribe  or  fort  of  'enl  was  the 
eateft  Beauty.  The  Eagle  gave  her  Voice  for  her 
f,  and  canyd  it.  Yes,  lays  a  Peacock  in  a  foft 
>ice  by  the  bye.  You  are  a  great  Beauty  indeed;  but 
lies  in  your  Beak  and  your  Talons,  that  make  it 
»di  to  dlfpute  it. 

The  Moral. 

^  Veneration  that  is  paid  to  Great  and  powerful  Afen^  is  but 
from  the  Teeth  outward,  not  from  the  Htart  %  and  more 
cut  of  Fear  than  Love. 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  Beauty  in  the  Fable,  extends  in  the  Moral  to  all 
c  Advantages  in  Human  Nature  that  one  Man  can  pretend 
have  over  another :  Let  it  be  matter  of  Honour,  Title, 
iftice.  Good  Faith,  Confcience,  bfc.  for  the  longer  Sword 
n  do  no  ff^09^  ;  and  rather  than  fail,  the  Laws  of  God  and 
an  (hall  take  up  Arms-  againil  them/elves  in  defence  of  the 
^  Extravagant  of  Conquefb.  Religion  is  a  kind  of  Two- 
ged  Sword  in  the  Hands  of  a  Man  of  Mighty  that  cuts  both 
ay6  alike ;  and  'tis  either  right  or  wrong,  or  wrong  «r 
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right,  as  .pccafion  ferves.  Take  it  by  one  Light,  'tis  in 
Angel ;  by  another,  'tis  a  Devil :  And  fo  'tis  pro  and  tss  at 
the  fame  time.  The  whole  World  and  the  Bufincfs  of  it, 
is  manag'd  by  Flattery  and  Paradox  i  the  one  fets  up  Falfc 
Gods,  and  the  other  maintains  them.  Power,  in  fllort,  n 
Beauty,  Wit,  Courage,  and  all  good  Things  in  cnc,  where 
Slaves  and  Parafitcs  arc  Judges. 


Fab.  445.    An  3!tnase  Exposed  to  Sale. 

ACq-tain  Carver,  that  Lad  a  Mercury  lay  a  great 
while  upon  his  hands,  bethought  hitnfelf  at  hft 
of  billing  it  about  in  Coffee-Houfes^  that  at  fuch  a  Pke 
there  was  a  God  to  be  Sold,  a  Merry  Pcnn'-worth,  and 
fuch  a  Deity,  as  would  make  any  Man  Rich  that 
Bought  him.  Well  (fays  one)  And  why  d'ye  Sell  him 
then  ?  For  he  will  make  you  Rich,  if  you  Keep  him, 
as  well  as  he  will  make  me  Rich  if*  I  Buy  him.  You 
fay  very  right,  lays  t'other ;  but  'tis  ready  Money  that 
I  want,  and  the  Purchafer  will  have  only  an  Eftatc  in 
Reverfion. 

The  MoR  AL. 

Jieady  Money  goes  as  far  in  Religion  as  in  Trade :  Piopie  ere 
willing  to  keep  what  they  have^  and  to  Get  wlyat  tf:ey  cMy 
without  Launching  cut  into  Lives  and  Uncertainties.  Tkn  an 
well  enough  content  to  deal  in  the  Sale  of  Riverfions^  but  tbfj 
do  7Wt  much  care  for  Buying  them. 

REFLECTION. 

THE  Old  Saying,  A  Bird  in  the  Hajid  is  worth  TttJ  /« 
the  Bujh^  holds  with  moft  People  in  Religious  Matters  as 
well  as  in  Civil.  A  Sum  of  Money  down  upon  the  Nail, 
goes  forthcr  with  them,  than  Heaven  it  felf  in  the  Reverfion. 
Where  we  are  in  the  Dark,  we  arc  but  too  apt  to  be  Doubt- 
ful, and  to  reckon  u|X)n  it  the  common  acceptation  of  FWh 
and  Blood,  as  the  parting  with  a  Certainty  for  an  Uncer- 
tainty. Now  the  Moral  of  this  Fable  muft  be  underftpod 
to  tax  tlie  Vanity  and  Error  of  the  common  Prafiicc  and 
Opinion  of  the  World  in  this  Matter.  The  Fi<5ljon,  mc- 
thinks,  has  fomewhat  in't  of  the  French  Libertine^  Conceit 
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I  fniere  Religimis  upon  the  Point  of  Modification : 
w  (lays  he)  ff^bafs  the  Mtanir^  of  all  thtfe  jfuferities  of 
i  Livings  Hair-Suits^  fTatcbingSy  Fa/lings^  and  I  know 
what?  Oh  Brother  ((ays  the  Holy  Man)  'tis  all  for 
^fe.  Well  {hy^  die  Licentious  DtoU  ag^in)  but  what  if 
!  ihould  be  noParadifi  at  laft,  are  not  you  finely  brought 
d  then  ?  The  Mockery  of  this  Fable  is  fomewhat  a-kin 
e  Freak  of  this  Story,  and  by  no  means  to  be  allow'd  of 
n  Repiebenfion  of  fo  Irreverent  a  Freedom. 


^mLt 


'  A  B.  447.    Demetrfnsi^  and  (^eitannec^ 

[THcn  Demetrius  Pbalereus  (a  Tyrant  and  an  U- 
/  iurper)  took  poflelfion  of  Athens^  how  was  he 
;  and  ruiibVl  with  the  ffuzsufi  and  Acclamations 
ic  People!  Nay^  and  the  Leading  Men  of  the 
too,  with  Joy  in  their  Looks,  and  Gall  in  their 
t^  flxiving  who  Ihould  be  Foretnoft  in  the  So- 
ity,  to  cry  Vive  Demetrius^  and  Kife  the  Hand 
Enflav'd  them.  After  them  followed  tRe  Men  of 
Luxury,  and  Pleaiure,  for  fear  of  being  thought 
ring  in  point  of  AffefticMi  and  Refpeft.  Menander 
"amous  Comical  Poet,  was  one  of  the  Number, 
n  fo  Loofe  a  Garb  and'Dreis,  and  with  fb  Un- 
y  a  kind  of  March  and  Morion,  that  Demetrius 
its  Eye  upon  him  preiently,  and  call'd  aloud  to 
'  how  fuch  an  Effeminate  Sot  durft  prefume  to 
IT  in  his  Prefence.  Somebody  gave  the  Tyrant 
xliately  a  Whifper,  and  tdd  him.  Sir,  fays  he.  This 
t  Poet  Menander^  that  you  your  fclf  have  been 
d  to  own  fo  great  an  Adxnirarion  and  Efteem  for. 
trius  recoUefts  himfelf,  and  changes  his  Humour 
t  vcTf  Inftant ;  calls  Mtnattdir  to  him,  and  treats 
with  all  the  Inftances  imaginable  of  a  Gngular 
ig  and  Refpedh 

The  Mo  k  A  L. 

FaUe  fets  forth  the  Jlavi/b  Humour  apJ  Prailict  of  tbi 
^Uy  upm  allFiolem  CbangiSj  let 'them  be  never  fo  Im^ioux 
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andVnjuft:  And  HJbews  us  cgain^  tlmt  m  Tjrm 
can  hi  fa  bard^  tut  it  may  hi  fifiitCi^  mii  wrmfk 
thi  firci  of  Wit  mid  Gad  Littin. 


REFLECTION. 

'TIS  no  wonder,  where  there*s  Power,  on  the  < 
to  find  Fhtteiy  and  Shverjr  on  the  other :  Nor  is  t 
Inference  to'be  dmwn  from  the  Outward  Ptrnf  of 
Addnjfis  and  Apphufe,  to  an  inward  Congrtiitjr  c 
tions  in  the  Heart :  For  BUfftt^s  and  Cmrfoig%  ooa 
the  (aoM  Mouth.  Thefe  Noify  AcclamaAm  are  rad 
of  Mode  and  Ceremony^  than  of  Zeal  and  Good  ^^ 
the  Hustau/i  of  the  RaVUi  are  the  iame  to  a  Bear  * 
are  to  a  Primci^  and  fignify  no  more  XA  the  one  thai 
to  the  other.  The  Tyrants  Rqprcx>f  here  of  Mtaaad 
MiiH  and  Garh^  and  his  RecoUedion  then  upon 
better  infbrmVi,  are  Firft  to  the  Honour  of  hb  Cha 
bdng  fb  Generous,  as  upon  fo  (blenui  an  Occafioi 
his  Mifbke:  And  Secondly,  Inftnidive  to  us/  tb 
not  to  Judge  of  the  Man  by  his  Outfide, 


Fab. 448.    A  Confaltdtion  about d( 

a  CofDn^ 

THere  was  a  Gxmcil  of  Mechanicks  call*d  tx 
about  the  Fortifying  of  a  City ;  a  Brick-l 
foe  Walling  it  with  Sltme  •,  a  Carpenter  was  of  ( 
that  ?/>«A^  would  be  worth  Forty  on*t:  A 
them,  up  ftarts  a  Currier  \  Gentlemen^  fays  h 
y'ave  iaid  all  that  can  be  laid,  there's  nothin] 
World  like  Leather. 

The  Moral. 

Charity  begins  at  home,  they  fay^  and  *tis  ruery  Mad. 
in  the  firji  place  to  look  to  bis  oum  Mother^  s  Child. 

REFLECTION. 

HERE  was  a  Debate  fet  a-foot,  but  the  Banl 
no  Refolution,  we  fee;  and  it  could  not  be  expfi 
ihould,  where  the  Advifers  were  every  Man  inta 
himfeif^  and  cotiftc^ieiitlY  both  Parties' and  Judges. 
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ate  2nd  the  liTue  of  all  Mxx'd  Councils,  where  the  Mem- 
hat  are  intrufied  with  the  Protedion,  the  Care  and  the 
lire  of  the  Publick,  lie  under  the  Temptation  of  Voting 
urable  Charges  to  themfelves,  and  putting  Money  in 
own  Pockets.  Thefe  Men  in  fome  Cafes  are  caXYd 
)ners<,  in  others.  Patriots;  and  in  fome  again.  Committee- 
according  to  the  Humour  of  the  Age  they  live  in. 
,  where  a  Sharper  is  allow'd  both  to  Shuffle  and  Cut, 
^evil's  in  him,  if  he  docs  not  deal  himfelf  a  Good  Game. 
Difpofers  of  other  Peoples  Fortunes  feldom  forget  them- 
j  and  all  this  is  no  more  than  the  Common  Liberty 
;very  Cook  has  of  licking  his  own  Fingers. 


?.  449.   A  ^eUge  Deftroy'd  for  bearing  no 

JFcuft 

Foolifti  Heir,  that  was  now  come  to  the  Poflcf- 
fion  of  a  Wife  Man's  Eftate,  caus'd  all  the  Bujkes 
Hedges  about  his  Vineyard  to  be  Grubb*d  up,  be- 
they  brought  him  no  Grapes.  The  throwmg 
I  of  this  Hedge,  laid  his  Ground  open  to  Man  and 
,  and  all  his  Plants  were  prefcndy  deftroy'd.  My 
Je  Young  Matter  came  now  to  be  convinced  of 
oily,  in  taking  away  the  Guard  that  prefcrv*d  his 
s,  and  in  expedbing  Grapes  from  Brambles. 

The  Moral. 

•  needs  as  much  Care  andlndujbj  to  the  Preferving  ef  Things^ 
there  does  to  the  Acquiring  ofthem^  and  the  Centinel  is  as 
ejfary  to  the  Common  Safety^  as  he  that  Fights  the  Battel. 

REFLECTION. 

HIS  Parable  of  the  Hedge  and  the  Vineyard^  may  be 
enough  expounded  of  the  Laws  that  fecure  a  Civil 
tunity.  So  long  as  the  Enclofure  is  kept  up,  and  main- 
l,  the  Peace  and  the  Order  of  the  Publick  is  provided 
but  if  it  be  fufier'd  by  NegkA,  either  to  fidl  to  Decav, 
be  over<rborn  by  Violence,  and  laid  in  Common,  tne 
s  of  the  Forefts  break  into't,  and  of  a  Vineyard  it  be- 
s  a  Wildcrnefs.  This  Fable  marks  out  to  us  aUb  the 
e  Folly  of  thofe,  that  firft  dilappoint  the  Intent,  Ufe 
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and  Benefit  of  Things,  for  :waiit  of  Undeiflanding  the  VJaSm 
of  them ;  and  fecondly9  ground  all  this  upon  as  pA  i 
Mifiake  of  'em :  For  what's  his  Quarrel  to  the  /£^^,  i€ 
that  his  Tbvms  and  his  Bramtlis  did  not  hrii^  forth  JStt/k, 
rather  than  Hatus  ^nd  Bla^Uerries, 


Fa  b.  450.    A  Xull  and  a  <9nttt. 

A  Gnat  that  had  Planted  himfelf  upon  the  Hand 
a  Bull^  very  civilly  begged  the  BulPs  Pardon  be 
his  Importunity  \  but  rather  than  incommode  ye,  im 
he,  PU  remove.  Oh,  never  trouble  your  Head  fcr 
that,  fays  the  Bull ;  for  'tis  all  one  to  me  whedicr  yn 
go  or  ftay.  I  never  felt  ye  when  you  fat  down,  and  I 
(hall  take  as  litde  nodce  of  yeVhen  you  rife. 

The  Mo  R  A  L. 

The  Vanity  of  this  Phf  flrikei  at  m  thiwwur  that  voe  mi  ft  »^ 
eviry  Day  in  the  fVmrldy  in  a  Hundred  trijiing  Nrnfewfii 
People^  t^Hit  will  he  JliU  making  themfehes  msre  Cmjidtrdsi 
than  they  are, 

REFLECTION. 

THERE  arc  a  Thoufajid  Frivolous  and  Impertinent  ^'rt- 
tenfions  of  Civility  that  arc  ftruck  at  in  this  Fable;  and  tirr 
well  dcfervc  to  be  Correfted ;  for  'tis  ccrtaiJy  one  of  the  mcft 
naufeous,  mawmifh  Mortifications  under  the  Sun,  for  a  Min 
of  Senfe  and  Bus'nefs  to  have  to  do  with  a  PunAual,  Finiai 
Fop,  that's  too  too  Manncrly>  and  docs  every  thing,  foriboth 
by  Rule  and  Compafs :  Efpecially  where  his  Quality,  Rt 
lion,  or  Authority,  Entitles  him  to  Refpect. 


F  A B.  45 1.     EaW  that  Eat  CoppCT^ 

A  Merchant  that  had  gotten  a  Friend  of  his  id  by 
up  a  confiderable  Quantity  oiCopftr  for  him, 
comes  afterward  to  have  Occafion  for*t,  and  fo  dcfires 
he  may  have  his  Copper  again.  Alas,  lays  his  Friend, 
my  Houfe  is  fo  peftcPd  with  JLats,  that  they  h« 
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gotten  to  yoiir  Copper^  and  Eat  it  all  op.  The  Firft 
Rats  of  that  Diet,  lays  the  Merchant,  that  ever  I  heard 
of.  O  Good  Sir,  lays  the  Man;  'tis  a  common  thing' 
with  'em  here  in  this  iflahd.  So  away  goes  the  Mer- 
chant, and  the  next  Morning  comes  his  Friend  to 
hini,  Wringing  his  Hands,  and  Exclaiming,  Oh  what 
fhould  he  do!  The  Kidnappers  had  ftoUen  away  hisr 
only  Child.  Blefe  me,  lays  the  Merchant,  this  minds 
me  of  a  Raven  I  faw  yefterday,  Steeple-hi^,  juft  over 
your  Houfe,  with  a  Child  hf s  Foot ,  My  Life  for*t; 
that  was  your  Child.  No,  no,  lalys  t'other,  a  Raven' 
fly  away  with  a  Child !  that's  impoflible.  Pardon  me, 
fays  the  Merchant,  'tis  a  common  thing,  where  Rats 
Eat  Copper^  for  Ravens  to  fly  away  with  Children: 
The  Min  found  himfelf  beaten  at  his  own  Play,  and  lb 
Compounded  with  the  Merchant  to  give  him  Satif- 
faition  for  his  Copper^  upon  condition  that  he  might 
have  his  Child  again ;  for  he  had  fmdt  it  out  by  thiy 
time,  that  the  Merchant  himfelf  was  the  Kidnapper. 

The  Moral. 

'77/  a  Dextrous  Turn  <f  Addrefs^  to  Baffii  one  Banter  with' 
another:  And  the  nearer  the  Refemblance  of  tht  Htmiour^  the 
Hit  is  Jo  much  the  better. 

REFLECTION. 

ONE  Nail  muft  be  driven  out  with  another.  Bantering 
h  only  an  old  way  of  Fooling^  under  a  new  Name ;  but  the 
Licence  of  the  Age  has  perhaps  given  it  more  Credit  in 
the  World,  in  this  Nation  and  Conjun£hire,  than  ever  it 
had.  It  is  a  Turn  of  Wit  next  to  Slight  of  Hand ;  and 
the  Play  of  Jr/i  or  Eameji  is  as  arrant  a  Jugglef^s  Trick, 
as  little  Hocuis  Faft  or  Loofe.  Ik  is  a'  ftroke  of  Wit,  Plca- 
fant  and  Agreeable  enough,  if  it  be  kept  within  the  Bounds  of 
Sobriety,  Candor  and  Refpe<^';  But  when  it  comes  to  Lafh 
out  once  at  a  venture,  into  Matters  Holy  as  well  as  Pro- 
fane ;  when  it  comes  once,  I  fey,  to  be  intemperate,  Hl- 
natur'd.  Sceptical^  Scandalous  arid  Bitter,  'tis  a  way  of 
Conveifation  for  a  Merry  Andrew  or  Bufoon^  rather' than  for 
jr  MaA  of  Honour^  or  of  Condihchi  S^nfe.    It  is  not  one  pi 
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better  than  Boys  Pl^,  when  they  cry,  /  made  *em  kBivefii 
and  that's  the  very  roint  at  laft  that  they  drive  at,  Tbe  Jbft 
have  Eat  your  Copper^  fays  the  Truftee  here  to  the  MercbtA, 
What  was  there  more  \fi  this»  thaih  to  try  whether  the 
Merchant  was  a  Fool  or  not,  and  fo  to  Couzep  him  if  k 
found  him  one  ?  Nay,  and  to  make  hinri  a  Fool  upon  R& 
cord  too  by  his  own  Confeffion,  both  in  one.  Now,  if  be 
had  but  put  a  Danmu  to  the  Truth  on't,  according  to  the 
modifh  Humour  of  the  Times,  fon^  foft-headed,  Confcieo- 
tious  Fop  might  have  fwallpwM  it  perhaps;  but  the .^^^im^ 
very  dextroufly  turn'd  the  Conceit  upon  hiip,  and  fav'd  \k 
Copper  and  his  Credit  both  at  once. 


Fab.  452.  A  (Ditloman EetiiVo  with  'Beatins. 

THere  was  an  Untoward  Pcrvcrfe  Pjcce  of  Wo- 
man's Flefh  that  fell  now  and  then  ynder  the 
Difcipline  of  a  litde  Family-Corredtion ;  and  (he  had 
got  a  Trick  of  throwing  her  felf  down  upcm  her  Back, 
holding  her  Breath,  and  there  lymg  at  her  Length  fof 
Stone-Dead.  Her  Husband,  it  feenfis,  had  been  wonted 
to  thefe  Gamboles,  and  fo  in  a  Grave,  Serious  Way,  as 
fhe  lay  in  a  Fit  once,  calls  for  a  Knife,  Come,  (ays 
he,  when  the  Beaft  is  Dead,  we  muft  e'en  make  the 
bed  of  his  Skin,  and  fo  fell  to  work,  and  began  to 
flay  her  at  the  Heel.  The  Woman  did  not  like  that 
way  of  Fooling,  but  ftartcd  up,  and  caipe  to  her  fdf 
immediately. 

The  Moral. 

This  in  the  Fable ^  is  one  of  thofe  Cafes  wherein  People  that  are  t§ 
he  Believed  in  nothing  elfe^  ought  to  be  taken  at  their  Words, 
My  Heart's  too  big  to  bear  this  {fays  a  hlujiering  Fellow.) 
By  the  Lord,  PU  Deftroy  my  felf.  Sir^fays  the  GentlemoMj 
here's  a  Dagger  at  your  Service  s  andfo  the  Humour  went  f- 

REFLECTION. 

HERE'S  Fooling  againft  Fooling,  and  one  Counterfeit  an- 
fver'd  wuh  another.   The  Woman  would  needs  perfuade  the 

Good 
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Oood  Man  that  fbe  was  Dead ;  and  the  Husband,  in  re* 
qukal,  gives  her  to  underfland«  that  ihe  muft  be  FlayM  then  i 
'which  was  the  only  way  the  Poor  Man  had  of  making  the 
beft  of  a  bad  Ganie.  'Twas  a  Sham  both  ways,  and  fo  they 
Compounded  the  Quanrl  upon't  \  and  the  Good  Woman 
never  Dy'd  after  this,  till  {he  came  to  Die  for  good  and  all. 
Tliere  are  fome  Peeviih  Cafes  that  will  bear  no  other  way  of 
Convidien. 


Fab.  453.    Two  iFrienli^ and  iFojtune^ 

THere  goes  a  Story  of  Two  Familiar  Friends,  that 
were  often  together,  and  had  a  great  many 
Words  upon  the  Subjedl  of  that  which  we  call  Fortune. 
They  were  both  well  enough  to  pals,  but  of  very  Dif- 
fering Humours ;  the  one  a  Man  of  Projef):  and  BufUe 
in  the  World,  the  other  altogether  for  Eafe  and  Quiet. 
The  one  had  a  Roving  Rambling  Head,  the  other  was 
a  Man  of  Privacy  and  Referve.  The  one,  in  fine,  was 
for  making  his  Qmrt  to  Foriune^  the  other  for  Lying 
tyj  till  Fortune  fhould  nuke  her  Court  to  Him  (accord- 
ing to  the  Freak  of  the  reft  of  the  Sex.)  Come,  come^ 
lays  the  Rangqr,  we  fhall  never  make  any  thing  on'c 
at  thi^  rate  of  Living ;  here's  neither  Honour  nor 
Money  to  be  got  by  ftaying  where  we  are  ;  and 
for  my  own  part,  Pni  e'en  for  a  Pilgrimage  to  the^ 
Temple  of  Fortune.  Ay,  but  where*s  that?  fays 
Mother.  Why,  lays  the  Rambler,  we  muft  e'en  beat 
it  out  the  beft  way  we  can.  Pray,  feys  his  Companion, 
Advile  well  with  your  Pillow,  before  you  Embark  in 
this  Adventure.  You  are  going  you  know  not  whither, 
^D  find  out  you  know  not  wlut,  or  whom :  A  Phan- 
tom, tlut  flips  out  of  your  Arips  in  the  very  Grafping 
at  it,  A  Common  Proftitute  to  Fools  and  Footmen, 
You  muft  be  a  Knave  to  be  a  Favourite,  and  abandon 
all  the  Subftantial  Comforts  of  Human  Nature  for  a 
Jilt  and  a  Shadow :  In  one  Word,  if  yoiu'll  needs 
be  wandring,  Pray'e,  when  we  meet  next,  remenj- 
hcr  what  I  told  ye  \  and  in  the  mean  time,  PU  e'en  lie 
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down  in  Peace,  and  keep  myfelf  juft  as  I  am,  and 
where  1  am  ;  and  if  ever  you  live  to  come  hack  r^ain, 
do  but  look  for  me,  and  there,  if  Pm  Alhre,  you  fluB 
be  fure  to  find  me. 

Upon  thefe  Terms  they  parted,  and  away  Pdls  the 
Cavalier  in  the  Queft  of  his  new  Miftrds.     His  Firft 
Jaunt  is  to  Court,    where  he  Enquires  for  Madam 
Fortunes  Lodgings  :  But  (he  (hifted  fo  often,  they  told 
him,   that  there   was   no    Certainty   of  finding  her. 
He  never  fail*d  to  make  one  at  the  Princess  Lrjce  and 
Couche^  where  he  heard  over  and  over,    how  fhe  had 
been  at  this  Place,  and  at  that  Pkce^  but  never  could 
get  fight  of  her.    They  told  him  indeed,  that  at  fjch 
or  liich  a  Time,  he  might  be  fiire  of  her  at  this  Mt- 
nion\  Of  at  that  BuffmC%  Apartment  \  but  fhe  was  ftili 
fb  Bufy  and  lb  Private,  that  there  was  no  coming  to 
the  Speech  of  hef.     In  fine,  when  he  had  hunted  amd 
waited  like  a  Dog,  Early  and  Late,  I  know  not  hcM 
long,   one  told  him  for  certain,  that  fhe  had  newly 
taken  Wing,  and  was  gone  a  Pfogrefs  to  a  Temple  (he 
had  in  "Terra  Aufiralis  Incogniia.     Upon  this  he  tikes 
his  Jxave  of  the  Court,  and  away  immediately  to  Sea, 
where  he  meets  with  Pirates,  Rocks  and  Shelves,  and 
in  fhort,  fo  many  Dreadfiil  Encounters,  made  him  caft 
many  a  heaxy  Look  and  Thought  upon  the  Quiet  Cot- 
tage and  Companion  diat  he  hadileft  behind  him :  But 
he  goes  prefling  forward  dill  for  all  this,    till  in  the 
Conclufion,  he  was  Fobb'd  again  with  another  Story ; 
That  Fortune^  'tis  true,  had  been  there  -,  but  (he  was 
call'd  away  by  an  Exprels,    not  above  Two  Minutes 
before,  to  the    'Nor'ward.     Thefe  Pliantaftical  Amufe- 
mcnts  and  Mifcarfiages,    brought  him   by   little  and 
litde  to  his  Wits  again,  and  to  a  Contempt  of  all  fhe 
vain  Promlfes  and  Pretences  of  Avarice  and  Ambition. 
With  thefe  Thoughts  about  him,   he  makes  all  the 
hafte  he  can  back  again,  to  his  poor  Blefled  Home-, 
where  he  finds  his  Old  Friend  and  Acquaintant,  wifh- 
puc  any  Cares  in  his  Heady  Fall  aflecp  -,  and  that  very 
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Fortune  that  had  led  him  this  Wlld-Goofe-Chace  over  the 
whde  Worlds  waiting  13^e  a  Spamel  at  the  Poor,  and 
fiiggmg  CO  be  let  uu 

The  Moral. 

//  is  with  Ftrtune  as  it  is  with  other  Fantqftical  Mijfreffis ;  Jb§ 
makes  Jfmrt  with  thofe  that  are  ready  to  die  for  hevy  and  throws 
berfe^at  the  Peet  of  others  that  Defpife  her. 

REFLECTION. 

TIS  great  Virtue  and  H^ppmels  for  a  Man  to  (et  hb 
Heart  wholly  upon  that  Lot  and  Station  which  Providenoa. 
has  affign'd  him,  and  to  content  himfelf  with  what  he  has» 
without  Wandring  after  imaginary  Satisfadions  in  what  ht 
lias  not.  Fancy  and  CurioAty  have  no  Bounds.  Their  AHo^'* 
U  mzy  he  [SOMEffllJT  ELSE.]  And  how  fhouM  it  be  o. 
tberwife  with  People  that  are  never  pkas'd  with  the  Prefent? 
Th^  want,  they  know  not 'what,  and  they  look  for't  thcf 
|uiow  not  where.  We  have  had  fo  many  Occafions  already 
to  handle  this  Moral,'  that  it  would  be  Time  loft  to  fay  any 
inore  upon't  in  this  Place. 


Fab,  454.    A  T6op  that  would  not  learn  his 

THcre  was  a  Stomachful  Boy  put  to  School,  and  tho 
whole  WcM'ld  could  not  bring  him  to  pronounce 
the  Firft  Letter  of  the  Alphabet  Open  your  Mouth, 
feys  the  Mafter,  and  ay  (jf)  The  Boy  Gapes,  with^ 
out  {q  much  as  oflFering  at  the  Vowel.  When  the  Ma- 
fter could  do  no  good  upon  him,  his  School-Fellows 
took  him  to  talk  themfelves.  Why,  'tis  not  Co  hard  a 
thing,  methinks,  lays  one  of  them,  to  cry  j4:)  No, 
^ys  the  Boy,  'tis  not  lb  hard  neither;  but  if  I  Ihould 
pry  {A}  once,  they'd  make  me  cry  (jB)  too,  and  Pll  n^ 
ytf  dp  t^9  I'm  reioMd 


Thr 
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The  MOR  A  L. 

Tber/s  no  Cent  ending  with  Ohftinacy  and  III  Nature ;  effeoA 
where  there's  a  Perverfenefs  of  Affe£fton  goes  aisng  wit :  it, 

REFLECTION. 

THE  Spaniards  will  have  it,  that  Apes  can  ipeak  if  tfanr 
would,  but  they  arcafraiJ  they  (hall  be  put  to  w'ork  then.  Tbe 
Bofs  Reafon  here,  and  the  Ape^s  are  much  at  one  ;  and  *ti$  tbe 
cafe  of  Counterfeit  Cripples  too,  that  pretend  they  cuidcc  <b 
this  or  that,  when,  in  truth,  they  are  I^zy,  and  have  no  mini 
to  be  put  to*t .  11k  £une  Humour  governs  in  a  World  of  Ca3e& 
where  a  Pretext  of  Difability  is  made  ufe  of,  cither  out  o; 
Crofnefs  or  Sloth.  This  ReftifF  Stubbomefs  is  De\'er  to  k 
cxcus'd  under  any  Pretence  whatfoeier ;  but  where  the  Lhi3> 
to  be  done  is  that  which  we  are  bound,  in  Honour  and  Duty 
to  do,  there's  no  enduring  of  it.  As  in  Cafes  of  Law,  Coc- 
fcience,  Church-Ceremonies,  Civil  or  Natural  Obedience  to 
Princes,  Parents,  Husbands,  Matters,  (sTr.  If  I  (hould  do 
This,  you'd  make  me  do  That,  thev  cry;  which  is  qdIt  a 
fhort  Refolution  that  puts  alt  the  F^undions  and  Oflkcs  d 
Order  and  Authority  to  a  ftand.  He  that  fiij's,  I  cann« 
do  this  or  that,  where  the  Thing  is  Lawfully  imposed  2nL 
required,  and  not  Simply  Evil,  might  e'en  as  well  have  &ii, 
y  tw//  not  da't ;  for  the  Exception  is  not  to  tbe  Thing  Csmmgrn- 
ed,  hut  to  the  Commanding  Power,  If  I  yield  in  one  P#;r, 
fays  the  Boy,  they'll  expect  I  (hould  yield  in  msre,  Grar.: 
One  Prerogative,  and  grant  All,  fays  the  RepulUcan,  But 
then,  favs  the  Srceriign  on  the  other  hand.  Part  with  (h: 
Prerogative,  and  part  with  -///;  So  that  the  Contcft  i^  rot 
matter  of  Scruple,  but  who  (hall  be  Upfermoft,  In  one  Word, 
Stubborn  Boys  and  Stubborn  Subje^s,  where  they  will  not  Com- 
ply upon  fair  Means,  muft  be  tuhipp'd  into  their  Duties, 


Y  A  B.  45  5.     i^erCllICjS  and  pilltO. 

WHen  HcrcuUs  was  taken  up  to  Hea\'cn  for  his 
Gloriou-s  Aftions,  he  made  his  Reverence  Ln 
courfe  to  all  the  Gods  till  he  came  to  Pluto,  upcxn 
whom  he  turn'd  his  Back  with  Indignation  and  Con- 
lempt.     Jtipiter  ask'd  hipi,   what  he  meant  bv  that 
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Difrdpeft  ?  Why,  fays  Hercules^  that  Son  of  Fortune 
Corrupts  the  whole  World  with  Money^  Encourages  all 
manner  of  Wickedneis,  and  is  a  Common  Enemy  to 
all  Good  Men. 

The  Moral. 

TT)is  is  only  tojbew  the  Oppojitson  betwixt  a  Narrow^  Sordid^  A" 
varititws  Humour^  and  the  Publick^fpirited  Genertfity  of  m 
Man  of  Honour^  Induftry  and  Virtue. 

REFLECTION. 

MONEY  has  itsUfe,  'tis  true;  but  generally  fpeaking,  the 
Benefit  does  not  countervail  the  Cares  that  go  along  with  it, 
and  the  Hazards  of  the  Temptation  to  abufe  it:  It  is  the  Pa- 
tron and  the  Price  of  all  Wickednefs :  It  blinds  all  Eyes,  and 
Hops  all  Ears,  from  the  Prince  to  the  veiy  Beggar.  It  corrupts 
Faith  and  Juftice;  and  in  one  Word,  'tis  the  very  Pick-Lock, 
that  opens  the  way  into  alhCabinets  and  Councils.  It  debauches 
Children  againft  their  Parents ;  it  makes  SabjeAs  Rebel  againft 
their  Governors;  it  turns  Lawyers  and  Divines  into  Advocates 
for  Sacrilege  and  Sedition;  and  it  tranfports  the  very  Profef- 
ibrs  of  the  Go(peI  into  a  Spirit  of  ContradiAion  and  Defiance 
to  the  Pradices  and  Precepts  of  our  Lord  and  Mafler.  It  is 
no  wonder  now,  that  Hercules  fhonXA  fo  contemptuoufly  turn 
his  Back  upon  PlutOy  or  the  God  of  Money,  when  the  one's 
Bus'nefs  is  to  Propagate  and  Encourage  thofe  Monfters,  which 
the  other  came  into  the  World  to  C^ell  and  to  Subdue. 

■  I      — ^— ■— 1^— i— 1^—    II  ■  I      J  I        I. 

Fab.  456.    Alion,  Xoar,  and  Qultutriof^ 

THere  happened  a  delperate  Quarrel  betwixt  a  Uon 
and  a  Boar :  They  tought  upon't,  and  the  Vultures 
came  hovering  ovfer  the  Combatants,  to  make  a  Prey 
of  him  that  fhould  be  left  upon  the  Spot :  But  it  fo  fell 
out,  that  there  was  no  Death  in  the  Cafe,  and  the  Vul- 
tures were  not  a  litde  troubled  at  the  Dilippointmcnt. 

The  Moral. 

IVhen  Fools  fall  out^  it  fhaU  go  hard  hut  Knaves^  will  le  the  het"- 
ter  for't. 


45^.    V ki^i^zs  of  jevcrd  j^Htbars. 


REFLECTlONw 

THERE  are  feveial  forts  of  Men  in  d^  VioAt  dar  liic 
upon  the  Sins  and  the  Misfortunes  of  other  Pepfptc  Tbk  Far 
bSe  may  be  Moraliz'd  in  almoft  all  the  Controrofies  of  He- 
man  Life,  whether  PuUick  or  PriTSic.  Plmmt^zoA  Defat- 
doHt  find  Bulincl>  for  the  La%vj€rs\  Qucftions  of  RgDpm  kt 
the  Divines ;  DiTputes  about  Privilege  and  Liitrtin^  cnt  out 
Work  for  the  Soldlirs.  A  Gerural  Pem£i^  in  fine^,  wnuU  be 
a  Gaural  Difafpointmntt ;  for  the  Wran^ii^  of  faaaCy  is  the 
Livelihood  of  others;  and.  where-ercr  tHere  aic  like  to  be 
CarcaJftSy  there  will  never  fiul  to  be  Vukurei. 


Fab.  457*    A ^atl  that  would  never  bear  HI 


ONE  came  to  a  Country  Giazicr^  and  adLfid 
if  he  ihouki  idl  him  a  Piece  of  Ncmu  1st 
Good  or  Bad?  (£iys  he.)  Nay^  £iys  t^bdier,  'ds  noc 
very  Good.  Fray,  fays  the  Grazier,  keq)  it  to  voir 
felf  then,  and  fo  he  went  his  Way.  The  Grazier  wb 
tdiing  the  nott  Day,  that  the  Wohrcs  had  kilPd  one 
of  the  BullocksL  That*s  like  enou^  liys  the  Qmc 
Man ;  for  I  law  him  wandring  from  the  Hsrd,  and  I 
was  afraid  on*t.  I  ^T)uld  vou  had  toki  me  this  in  rime, 
fitjre  the  Grazier.  Why,  I  cann^  I  know  nor  how  tir 
ycfterday,  a-purpofe  to  tell  you  the  S:or)',  and  yce 
woukl  not  heir  on'c 

The  MoR  A  L. 

l^i  Man  is  tsa  iUii^aU  ts  he  H^fj^  that  makei  it  in  ins  Btirr^t 
kq:  h  hiar  ofrj  thif^  th^t  may  ^ive  bim  prefau 


f. 


REFLECTION. 

THIS  way  of  confultfng  a  Body's  Eafc,  makes  i  Mai 
accelEirv  to  his  own  Ruin.  There's  an  Atttanpt  JefieTi'd, 
for  the  i^urpofe,  upon  the  Perfoti  of  a  Mao,  and  he  (hats  ha 
Ears  againft  any  Fncelligencc,  or  Notice  of  it,  tiS  tbe  Dz^ger 
ii  at  his  HcsiTt.  He  that  will  not  hear  the  wortl  of  tb-agi 
4  hctimes. 
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mes,  muft  expefl  afterward  to  feel  the  E&A  of  the  had 
ITS  that  he  would  not  hear.  Firft,  he  lolcs  the  Means  of 
enting  Mifchiefs,  by  not  fuficring  himfelf  to  be  informM 
xeabout  the  Danger  lies.  Secondly,  he  lives  in  a  con- 
al  Dread  of  ail  Accidents  thai  may  b^l  him  in  general, 
tgh  of  Nothing  in  particular,  and  leaves  himfelf  lio  Place 
the  Exercife  of  Prudence  and  Precaution.  This  fort  of 
pic  jog  on  in  the  World  (for  I  cannot  call  it  Living)  wiih- 
any  Thought  for  To-morrow.  Talk  to  them  of  Po- 
y,  Periecutions,  Torments,  Shver)',  Sicknefs,  nay.  Death 
f  at  a  Diftance,  they'll  put  it  off  to  the  laft  Moment, 
venture  the  Surpriial,  when  it  comes  indeed,  rather  ttsm 
e  but  fo  much  as  the  Heaiing  on't  beforehand. 


^  A  B.  458.   A  $^(ec  and  Eottett  SpplejS^ 

■^Here  was  a  Stingy  Narrow-hearted  Fellow,  that 

had  a  great  deal  of  choice  Fruit  in  his  Ground, 

had  not  the  Heart  to  touch  any  of  it,  till  it  b^an 

)e  Rotten.     This  M^n's  Son  would  every  Foot  and 

n  be  taking  (bme  of  his  Companions  into  the  Or- 

rd  with  him.     Look  yc^,  lays  he.  That's  an  Excel- 

Apple,  and  here's  a  Delicate  fort  of  Plum  \  Gather 

Eat  what  you  will  of  thefe,    provided  you  don't 

Idle  with  any  of  the  Rotten  ones:  For  my  Father 

J  muft  know)  keeps  them  for  his  own  Eating. 

The  Moral. 

r  Is  to  fit  forth  the  Wicked  and  the  Scandalous  Wretchednefs  of 
Unirzce^  that  rather  than  make  ufe  of  the  Bounties  of  Provi- 
tnce  in  their  Seafon^  fuffers  them  to  lie  by  and  Perijb. 

REFLECTION. 

[O  W  miferable  are  thofe  Curmudgeons,  that  fpend  their 
»  in  Carking  and  Pinching  thcmfelves  for  things  they 
:  not  the  Heart  to  make  ufe  of!  And  in  this  Humour  of 
ping  (which  they  call  Saving)  &11  foul  upon  the  very  Ex- 
le  of  Profufion  another  way.  They  cither  Lofe  or  Spoil 
y  thing  by  keeping  it,  till  'tis  fit  only  to  be  thrown  away, 
that's  their  way  of  Spending  it.     Their  Money  lies  as 

clofe 
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dofe  in  their  Coflfers,  as  ever  it  did  in  the  Mine  whence  it' 
was  drawn.  They'll  rather  venttire  the  whole  Stock,  doa 
be  at  one  Penny  Charge  for  the  Saving  of  the  reft.  IVf 
pervert  the  very  Intent^  as  well  as  they  deftroy  the  BouflDB 
of  Providence :  Nay>  they  envy  the  common  Enjoymotef 
thofe  Bleffings  that  were  Intended  for  tho  Relief,  Can&iti 
and  SatisfaAion  of  Mankind. 


Fa  b.  4yp.    The  Detjfl  Refufcd  to  $j9atnf. 

A  Certain  Devil  had  the  hap  to  live  for  ibme  tiitf 
in  a  State  of  Wedlock,  with  a  &>itdul,  Veft* 
tious  Gipfy,  that  in  truth  was  too  hard  for  him.  Sbe 
dy*d  at  h&.  of  the  Pip,  and  the  Breath  was  no  feoner 
out  of  her  Body,  but  he  fell  to  Blefling  the  Stars  fbrliii 
Deliverance;  and  (b  bound  himfelf  by  a  defperate  Voir, 
that  he  would  never  Marry  again.  It  fell  out  bat 
time  after,  that  a  Poor  Man  was  Poflefs'd  with  this  voj 
Devil,  and  that  when  an  'Exorcifi  had  try*d  all  the  mp 
of  Charm,  Prayer  and  Menace,  to  remove  him,  aod 
found  him  Proof  againfl  all  manner  of  ExorcifmSj  he 
bawl'd  it  out,  once  for  all.  Either  Come  fortb^  or  Marriy 
The  Devil  immediately  cry'd  out  for  Mercy;  I go^ 
Father^  lays  he,  to  arty  Hell^  but  that  of  a  Second  fFtfi. 

The  MoR  AL. 

Take  this  Droll  by  the  right  Handle^  and  it  gives  to  under flayd^ 
that  fame  Women  may  as  well  fright  the  Devil  out  of  a  AUi'i 
as  others  Conjure  him  up  into  one, 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  Fable  is  only  a  High-flown  Hyperbole  upon  the  Mi- 
ferics  of  Marriage,  under  the  Judgment  of  a  VVaiinrard,  a 
Jealous  and  a  Brawling  Wife:  And  the  Moral  of  it  is  dire- 
cted to  all  the  poor  Husbands,  that  are  CondemnM  to  that 
Purgatory. 


Fab. 
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tAi^  4^0.    A  Countrp^man  and  Sjupftec^ 

A  Poor  Pbin  Fellow  was  fo  dazled  and  traniported 
with  the  Pomp,  the  Splendor,  the  Plenty,  State 
ind  Ijuxury  that  Great  Men  live  in,  that  it  was  the 
Firft  Petition  of  his  Daily  Litany  to  Jupiter^  to  make 
lixn  a  Lord.  Jupiter  found  he  could  not  be  quiet  for 
liin,  and  bad  Mercury  carry  him  Two  Curious  Bafkets 
nth  Ifenour  and  Money  in  them.  They  were  both 
Dvei^d,  the  one  with  Purple,  the  other  with  Gold^ 
nd  Mercury  was  ordered  to  let  the  Man  Open  and 
Examine  them  as  ftri6lly  as  he  pleas'd,  but  to  bkl 
iim  have  a  care  not  to  meddle  with  them  Rafhly,  for 
ear  of  the  Worft.  The  Countryman  was  fo  charm'd 
ndi  the  Prefent  at  firft  Sight,  that  he  took  it  away 
nth  him  by  Canfentj  without  afking  any  Queftipns. 
lut  when  he  came  afterward  to  confider  at  leilure  the 
^aies,  Amdeties,  Fears,  Doubts,  and  all  manner  of 
rroubles  and  Difeaies  that  were  iii(«)arably  to  go  along 
inth  his  Bogs  and  Dignities ;  he  round  himfelf  much 
iiore  uneafy  now  than  he  was  before,  and  that  he  had 
acrificed  the  Peace  of  his  very  Soul,  to  the  Vanity  of 
lis  Eye  and  Appetite. 

The  MoR  AL. 

77s  mt  fvr  aWife  Mm  to  fet  bis  Heart  upen  Gay  andGUtter^ 
ing  Appearances  ;  the  Devil  himfelf  Ifaits  all  his  Hooks  with 
Pemp^  Lufts  and  Pleafures  j  and  the  very  Glory  of  the  Out-' 
J!dey  mates  the  Contents  the  more  fufpicious  for't, 

REFLECTION. 

A  Man  may  bear  the  Want  of  Honours  and  Riches,  before 
ic  has  'em,  much  better  than  the  Lofs  of  tbem  when  he  has 
>btain'd  them.  And  they  are,  in  fliort,  the  Plagues  of  an 
[nconfiderate  Life.  He  that  wifhes  them  for  the  Common 
[jood,  and  applies  them  when  he  has  them,  to  that  Generous 
End,  makes  a  right  Ufe  of  the  Divine  Providence  and 
Bounty  :  But  he  that  fceks  them  for  hia  own  fake,  and  oon* 
rerts  them  wholly  to  his  own  Profit,  Defrauds  the  Publick. 

Kk  As 
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As  if  a  M?n  {hould  apply  an  Eftate  that  was  made  over  o 
him  in  Tnift,  to  the  wrong  Ufes» 


Fab.  461.     A  15tt  that   went  over  to  die 

TO  what  End  (fays  a  Bee)  fhould  I  Toil  and  Mdl 
my  felf  out  of  my  Life  for  a  Poor  Subfiftcna, 
when  the  Drones  that  do  nothing  at  all.  Live  in  as 
much  Plenty  every  jot  as  I  do  ?  Upon  this  Thoi]^ 
the  Bee  refoiv*d  after  their  Example  to  work  no  longer. 
The  Mailer,  it  fcems,  called  her  to  Account  for'c ;  dK 
Bee  took  Pet  upon*r,  and  without  any  more  to  do^ 
went  over  to  the  Drones  Party,  where;  (he  pals'd  the 
Summer  eafily  enougji,  and  to  her  SatisEuftion.  Bot 
upon  the  Winter's  coming  on,  when  the  Drones  wot 
aU  dilpers'd  into  their  fcveral  Holes,  the  Bee  wouU 
fain  have  gone  Home  again ;  But  the  CeUs  of  dx 
Combs  were  all  Closed,  (b  that  there  was  no  Entnnoe, 
and  the  Poor  Bee  Star/d  to  Death  betwixt  Cold  an! 
Hunger. 

The  MoR  AL. 

It  is  all  the  reafon  in  the  ffcrldy  that  nery  Man  in  uh/Jt  SiJ' 
tisn  foever^  Jhould  work  in  fame  fort  cr  other  for  his  Livi^* 
Nature  her  frlf  is  always  at  wark ;  and  a  Prime  has  nc  «« 
Prerogative  to  be  Idle  than  a  Be^ar. 

REFLECTION. 

ACTION  is  a  reafonable  Duty,  how  variouflv  foever  t 
may  be  Ekerclfed>  whether  in  the  Fun^Elions  of  Power,  01  in 
the  Offices  of  Subjcftir^n.  A  Reafonable  Soul  can  no  mott 
Ifaind  ftill,  than  the  Sun  can  flop  its  courfe.  This  Fable 
branches  out  into  fevcral  Morab :  Firft,  it  (ervcs  for  a  Re- 
proof of  Sloth :  Secondly,  In  the  Bee^s  being  corrupted  by 
the  Pra<fticc  of  the  Drones^  it  fhews  us  the  I>uiser  anJ  tk 
Force  of  111  Example ;  efpecially  whqrc  there's  Eaic  and  Sen- 
liiality  to  ftrengthen  the  Temptation,  wiuch  muft  nerds  be 
wonderfully  Powerful,  where  the  Emilem  of  Indujhy  on  the 
one  i)and,  comes  to  be  wrought  .upon  by  th^  very  EmUem 

of 
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Larlntfs  on  the  other.  Thirdly^  It  leads  us  to  i  Cort^ 
oration  of  the  End  of  an  Unadive  and  an  UnproAtsihl^ 
e.  The  Bei^  Summer-Friends  forfakc  her ;  thofc.  of  hep 
n  Family  (hut  the  Doors  agaioft  her  \  and  fo  Ihe^s  ajbaJii 
I'd  to  the  wide  World,  as  an  Obje<ft  oif  Deteltation  zni, 
)rn. 

t 

Fab.  4<$2.    A  CtOfD  and  a  Eaiien* 

rHE  Antients  tell  us,  that  the  Crcv)  tvus-onCQ 

ASfterva^s  Favourite,  and  the  Raven  Apollo\% 
t  the  one  of  them  was   found  to  be  fo  ftdl  of 

>ngue,  fo  Over-officious  and  Inquifitive ;   and  the 

iier  fo  defpcrately  given  to  CroKing  and  iForebo- 

ig  upon  Evil  Tfungs  to  come»  that  they  iell  both 
X)  Pi%K|ce  for'c 

The  Mo  Hal. 

eat  Talkers^  Medlers^  and  Bufy-BodieSy  are  the  very  Peft  of 
tiuman  Society, 

REFLECTION. 

THERE  is  no  Peace  to  be  expefted,  cither  in  a  Goverii- 
jnt,  or  in  a  Family,  where  Tafc-bearers^  and  the  Spreaders 
111  and  of  Falfc  News,  are  Erxourag'd,  Now  the  Curiofity 
Hearkening  after  Privacies  that  do  not  concent  us,  and  of 
ying  into  forbidden  Secrets,  docs  not  ariie  fo  much  from  a 
cfire  of  knowing  the  Truth  of  Things  limply  for  our  owii 
tIsfaAion,  as  from  an  Itch  of  Strewing  our  felves  into 
her  Peoples  Matters,  that  we  may  be  Prating  of  them 
ain ;  and  then  the  Tale  is  very  fcldom  or  never  without 
dumny  and  DetraAion  at  the  End  on't» 


Tab.  463.     The  T5itC|)'!8  XeU^maiJC^ 

t^OU  muft  needs  make  this  Bitch's  Bed  imme- 
I  diately,  fays  the  Maftcr  of  the  Houfe  to  his 
^id,  for  fhe*s  juft  ready  to  lie  down.  It  was  not 
bne,  it  fcems,  and  the  Man  was  very  ar.grf  vi\\!tv  ^^ 

Kk  a  ^Ntswfi 


500  Fables  of  Jeveral  Authors. 

Wench  for  not  doing  as  fhe  was  bid.  Alas,  lays  t 
poor  Girl,  Pd  have  made  her  Bed  with  all  my  Ha 
if  I  CQuki  but  have  told  which  wav  (he'd  lie  widi  i 
|ie^,  and  which  with  her  Back-fide. 

The  Mo  {L  AL. 
-     Thii^U  m  PUafmg  theft  that  cannot  PUafe  tbemfthet. 

REFLECTION. 

A  Steady  Mind  will  admit  Steady  Methods  and  Cbunte: 
but  there's  no  Meafure  to  be  taken  of  a  chai^eadik  H 
aiour.  Tell  me  where  I  may  find  ye,  and  I  (hall  kix 
where  to  fit  ye :  But  otherwife,  'tis  with  us  in  the  Leritr 
pur  Manners,  and  of  our  Humours,  as  it  was  with  dk 
the  Famous  Pofture-msUler,  and  his  Tailor.  When  t 
Workman  took  meafure  of  him,  he  was  Cnimp-Shcddei^ 
and  the  Right  Side  higher  than  the  Left ;  when  he  bm^ 
home  the  Suit,  the  Left  was  higher  than  the  Right :  Tl 
Fellow  was  mad  at  himfelf,  and  made  him  anodier  Suit;  ai 
that  would  not  do  neither ;  for  his  Body  then  was  as  Stn^ 
as  an  Arrow. 


Fa  b.  464.    A  Cruftp  Dofl:  and  his  ^afffT* 

THE  Mafter  of  a  Family,  that  had,  as  he  thought 
a  very  good  Conditioned  D(^,  coming  ham 
from  his  Bufmeft  once,  found  a  Cradle  Over-tum'd 
the  Dog*s  Mouth  all  Bloody,  and  his  only  Child  mif 
ling.  He  draws  his  Sword  immediately,  and  Kilk  riit 
Dog,  uj)on  a  Prcfumpdon  that  he  had  Worried  die 
Child,  without  any  Regard  to  his  Try'd  Fidelity,  ^ 
widiout  allowing  himfelf  One  Moment  of  umc  for  a 
Second  Thought.  Upon  a  farther  Enquiry,  he  found 
the  Trudi  of  the  Mutter  to  be  this :  The  Child  bring 
left  alone  \\\  i\\t  Cradle,  tlicrc  was  a  Serpent  Winding 
it  felf  up  the  Side  on'c,  to  Deftroy  the  Child  The 
Dog  leaps  upon  the  Serpent,  and  tears  it  to  pieces  i 
but  in  the  Scuffle,  the  Cradle  happened  to  be  0\-ff-l 
tvin^W ;  y  ^w  the  taking  up  of  the  Cr^,  die  Mato  j 
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(bund  the  C3iild  Alive  under  it,  and  the  Serpent  Dead  -, 
Hrhich,  upon  Refleftion,  convinced  him  of  the  mifc- 
table  Temerity  of  his  Miftake, 

The  Moral. 

ri/  Repentance  of  a  whole  Liftj  is  net  fufficient  to  Atone  far 
the  Mtfcarriage  of  One  Rajb  JSfion. 

REFLECTION. 

ANGER  without  Confideration,  is  littk  better  than  a 
loiT^nright  Madnefs ;  it  makes  us  take  Benefits  for  Injuries,'  it 
x>nfoun(ls  Truth  and  FaUhood ;  and  we  have  but  too  manv 
nilances  of  Outrages  committed  on  the  Perfons  of  the  bcft 
if  our  Friends,  upon  a  Falfe  Perfuafton  of  their  being  our 
Aortal  Enemies.  Charity  bids  us  Hope  and  Believe  tiie 
left  of  Things :  Prudence  bids  us  Examine  the  Truth  of 
rhings:  Religion  and  Common  Equity  Preach  to  us  upon 
he  Text  of  Do  as  you  wouU  be  done  by.  So  that  it's  Uncha- 
liable,  Unreaibnable,  Unchriftian,  and  Inhuoian,  to  paii  a 
Peremptory  Sentence  of  Condemnation  upon  a  Try'd  Friend, 
rhere  there's  any  room  left  for  a  more  F^ivourable  Judg- 
nent. 

Fab. 465.    A  jFOOl  and  a  %it\it* 

AN  Innocent  found  a  Sieve^  and  prefendy  fell  to 
Stopping  the  Holes,  which  he  call*d  Mending 
it  When  he  had  been  Ptizzling  a  good  while  about 
it,  he  threw  it  away  in  a  Rage:  I  fhali  never  make  any 
diing  on*t,  fays  he ;  for  I  don^t  know  which  I  am  to 
Stop,  and  which  to  leave  Open. 

The  Moral. 

JSr  fares  with  the  Pragmatical  Sort  of  State^menders^  much  as 
it  did  with  tins  Sieve-mender :  They  do  not  like  things  as  they 
are^  neither  do  they  under/land  hovj  they  fhould  be.  But  they 
are  for  Change  however^  at  a  venture :  And  when  they- have 
once  put  Matters  out  rfOrdery  theris  no  fetting  them  to  right 
'  again. 

K  k  3  RE. 
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REFLECTION: 

THERE  arc  none  fo  forward  a$  Fcols,  to  mend  TIb^^ 
that  are  Well  already ;  tho'  they  find  upon  Experiment,  dot 
they  make  and  thev  Icate  every  Thing  worfe  than  they  found 
it.  They  arc  at  firft  for  flopping  of  Holes,  and  when  thij  wtmi 
do,  they  arc  for  nuking  of  'em  again.  We  hare  abundance 
of  Fools  in  the  Moral  to  anfwer  this  Fool  in  the  Fable ;  that 
is  to  fay.  People  that  take  upon  them  to  CorrcS  what  thqf 
do  not  Undcrfland ;  and  that  when  they  have  Embroil'd  the 
Publick,  leave  t  the  main  Chance  to  Fortune  to  Shufle  tfae 
Cards  anew,  and  play  the  Game  over  again.  This  is  the  Fait 
on't,  when  Pedants  will  be  medling  with  Politicks,  and  Bot- 
chers fctting  up  for  the  Reformers  of  Providence. 


Fab.  466.     A  iTlff^ttee  and  a  d^Qjlt^ 

AFig'^ree  and  a  Thorn  were  vahiing  thcmfcho 
once  upon  the  Advantage  that  the  One  had  owr 
the  Other.  Well,  fays  the  Thdm^  What  would  you 
give  for  fuch  Flowers  as  thefe  ?  Very  good,  lays  the 
Fig-Tree^  and  vt'hat  would  yoti  give  for  llich  Fruit  as 
this  ?  Why,  fays  the  Other,  'twould  be  againft  Na- 
ture, for  a  Thorn  to  bring  forth  Figs,  Well,  fays  Pother 
again,  and  'twould  be  againft  Nature  too,  for  a  Z**^- 
"free  to  bring  fordi  Flowers  :  Befide  that,  I  have  Jrvxc 
you  fee,  that  is  much  Better. 

The  Moral. 

Every  Creature  has  a  Share  in  the  C<antn$n  BleJJirfgs  of  Prtct- 
dencc  ;  and  it  is  a  Virtue  as  tuellas  a  Duty^  for  every  Creatvri 
to  rejl  well  fatisfied  with  its  Proportion  in  thofe  Comforts:  Bst 
when  we  come  once  to  Boaji  of  our  fclveSy  and  to  Derogate  frsm 
others^  'tis  no  longer  a  Virtue^  but  a  Vanity ;  and  efpecidk 
when  we  mijhke  the  Valine  of  Things^  and  prefer  tbeAdvcn- 
iages .  of  Beauty  before  thofe  of  Ufe  and  Service, 

REFLECTION. 

'TIS  not  every  Man  that  can  diftinguUh  betwixt  the  Excel- 
lences of  Beauty  and  of  Virtue.:  And  how  in  truth  fltouM  they 

diflitt- 
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diilinguifli,  when  every  Man  that  has  Eyes  in  his  Head,  fees  the 
One,  and  not  one  Man  of  Forty  underftands  the  other  ?  Nav, 
the  very  Oftcntation  of  the  Thorn,  is  a  Wealmeft,  and  I  might 
bive  faid  a  Vice  too ;  for  the  Vanity  unhallows  the  very  Vir- 
tue, efpecially  where  'tis  accompany'd  with  Detraftion. 


Fab.  467.     A  eaolf  and  a  iTojC* 

AfFolf  had  the  Fortune  to  pals  by,  as  the  Thief- 
Leaders  were  Dragging  a  Proper  Goodly  Fox 
to  the  Place  of  Exeaition,  The  f^oif  took  fuch  a 
Kindnefe  for  him,  that  he  refolvM  to  employ  his 
Intereft  with  the  TJon  to  fave  his  Life  ;  but  by  the 
Way,  lays  he,  what's  the  Maleftctor*s-Crime  ?  So  the 
Officer  told  him,  that  he  had  not  only  Robb*d  fcve- 
ral  Hen-Roofts,  but  had  the  Impudence  to  Steal  a 
Fat  Goofe,  that  was  Referv'd  for  his  Majefty*s  own 
Table.  Say  ye  fo  ?  liiys  the  IVolf,  why  then  ibe  Cafe 
is  alfer^dj  quoth  Plouden  j  and  fo  he  left  him  to  take 
his  Fortune. 

The  Moral. 

Inter  eft  is  the  very  Teft  and  Standard  of  Good  and  Evil.  If  I  may 
gain  by  doing  a  Things  'tis  Hmejl ;  if  it  be  againft  my  Profit^ 
'tis  confequently  againji  my  Confcience,  TIjis  is  the  Pro  and  Con 
cf  Common  Pra£iice  j  and  *tis  but  cajVing  fome  Grains  of  Al-- 
Iffwance  into  the  Scale^  to  palliate  the  FouUft  Iniquity. 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  Fable  hits  the  Humour  of  the  World  to  a  Hair,  and 
it  holds  from  him  that  fits  upon  the  Throne,  to  the  poor  Devil 
that  has  fcarce  a  Tatter  to  hb  Breech.  Men  areeafy  to  par- 
don OfFencts  committed  againft  other  People ;  but  when  they 
come  tM  be  touch'd  once  in  their  own  Copy-hold,  the  Z/c»'s 
Fat  Goofe  weighs  down  all  the  Cocks  and  Hens  in  the  Country  : 
And  in  that  Cafe  the  IFolf  leaves  his  Brother  Fox  at  the  Gal- 
lows. The  Rogue  has  ftoll'n  a  Prerogative-Goofe^  fay  he,  and 
the  King  will  never  pardon  him.  1  his  is  according  to  Prac- 
tice, how  contrary  foever  to  the  true  Meafures  of  Gcwerofity, 
lionour,  andjuftice.  That'^s  the  verieft  Villain  in  Nature^  cries 

K  k  4  otiQ^ 
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one,  fvr  fU  tell  ye  hew  be  ufd  wu.  As  Werthy  a  Mmm^  fan 
another,  as  ever  tr9d  upm  a  Shoe  ef  Leather  5  fir  realfy  I  iw 
ieen  much  beholden  te  him,  In  (hort,  there  is  iuch  an  Afinitj 
betwixt  our  Prudentials  and  our  Appetites,  that  they  are  like 
two  Urn  fen  Strings^  if  you  Touch  the  one,  the  other  Moro 
b?  Confent  :  There  was  a  certain  Filacer  (an  OflEcer  of  tbe 
Common  Pleas)  that  in  Oliver's  Days  was  miglitily  conceni^i 
upon  the  SubjeA  of  the  Government,  and  Dilating  in  a  IdaL 
of  Rhetorical  Climax  upon  the  Iniquity  of  the  Times :  Wd 
((ays  he)  here's  the  beft  Church  upon  the  Face  of  the  Eirdi 
deftroy'd }  the  Nobility  and  Gentry  trampled  under  Foot,  mi 
beggar'd  ;  the  Commonalty  enflavM,  the  Laws  overtun'd^ 
the  Conftitution  of  Parliaments  diflblvM  ;  a  moft  Pious,  Go- 
cious  King  Murder'd  ;  and  now,  to  Cmfumumate  the  Fill^sh 
they  fay,  they  are  putting  down  the  filacers*  When  it  ooma 
once  to  the  Filacers^  it  touches  the  Quick. 


mim* 


Fab.  468.  A  E(C|)  ^att  anda  Po8|« 

AS  a  Poor  FeUow  was  beating  the  H€X>f  upon  tlie 
High- Way,  and  Trud^g  on  Merrily  in  a 
bitter  C61d  Morning,  with  never  a  Rag  to  his  Tadl  : 
A  Spark  that  was  Warm  dad,  and  Well  Mounted  1 
(but  his  Teeth  Chattering  in  his  Head  yet)  called  to  ; 
this  Tatter-de-Malliony  and  askM  him  how  he  was  abk 
to  endure  this  Terrible  Weather  ?  Why,  fiiys  t'other, 
how  does  your  Face  endure  it  ?  My  Face  is  us*d  ttft, 
lays  the  Cavalier.  And  ib  is  my  Body,  fays  the  other ; 
{o  that  I  am  all  Face,  And  tnen  (lays  the  Poor  Cur)  j 
there's  another  Thing  yet  befide  \  \  have  all  the  Qoaths  | 
I  have  in  the  World  upon  my  ftuJe,  and  that's  enough 
to  keep  me  warm  :  Po  bqt  you  put  on  all  yours  too, 
and  you  fhall  be  Warm  as  weU  as  I. 

The  Moral.  i 

By  Cujtomy  PraSfice^  and  Patience^  all  Difficulties  asid  Hsrd- 
Jbipsy  whether  of  Body  or  of  Fortune^  tnre  made  eafy  ie  ms, 
Mankind  is  all  of  a  make ;  and  if  we  Jhrink  in  tbe  vjettv^t 
as  we  fay^  or  in  any  T'rial  of  Diftrefs  er  Perfecutionj  'tis  mr 
own  Fault  -,  for  we  are  Confulting  our  Skins  and  »ar  JffeSiet*^ 

wbtn 
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tuben  wejhould  rather  be  attending  to  the  Motions  of  our  JUa^ 
fm^  which  wouUgive  us  tetter  Counfet 

REFLECTION. 

IF  Men  would  but  inure  themielvcs  to  do  thofe  l*hings  bjr 
lioice,  which  'tis  Forty  to  One  they  fhall  be  fome  Time  or 
Act  forc'd  to  do  by  Neceffity ;  it  would  exceedingly  advance 
ic  Peace  and  Comfort  of  Human  Life ;  for  all  thofe  Mi- 
nries  are  only  Vifionary  and  Fantaftical,  fo  far  as  we  govern 
ur  (elves  by  Opinion  rather  than  by  Reaibn/  Our  Bodies  are 
ot  naturally  more  Tender  than  our  Faces ;  but  by  being  Itfi 
xpos'd  to  the  Air,  thev  become  lefs  able  to  endure  it.  £x* 
rcife  makes  Things  eanr  to  us,  that  would  be  otherwife  very 
ard ;  as  in  Labour,  Watchings,  Heats  and  Colds ;  and  then 
lere  is  fomething  Analogous  in  theExercife  of  the  Mind,  to 
hat  of  the  Body.  'Tis  Folly  and  Infirmity  that  makes  ui 
>elicate  and  Froward.  We  are  taught  likewife  in  the  difier* 
ig  Tempers  and  Conditions  of  the  Rich  Man  and  the  Poor 
CTCj  that  a  Man  may  be  Aappy  with  a  Little,  and  Miferabk 
n  Abundance. 


Fab.  469.    A  Wiolt  and  a  fpOQ* 

AfFolf  that  had  liv'd  many  Years  upon  the  Spoil, 
came  at  laft  to  be  troubled  in  Confciencc  for  the 
Spilling  of  fo  much  Innocent  Blood,  and  fb  took  up  a 
^U'iftian  Relblution  to  keep  a  long  Lent  for'c ;  and 
lot  to  Eat  one  Bit  of  Flefh  for  a  whole  Twelvenwnth. 
kit  Failing,  it  (terns  did  not  agree  with  his  Conftitu- 
ion  ;  for  bpon  the  Sight  of  a  Hcg  wallowing  in  a 
bluddy  Puddle,  he  ran  prefendy  to  him,  and  ask'd 
dm  what  he  was  ?  Why,  &ys  the  Hcgj  I  belong  to  a 
Neighbour  here  in  the  Village,  and  the  Ancient  Rc^ 
wns  call  me  Porcus.  In  good  time,  fays  the  lFolf\ 
or  I  have  read  in  Littleton^s  DiSionary^  that  Porcus  is 
;  Fi/bj  thai  being  taken^  gruntetb  like  a  Hog ;  and  lb  he 
nade  a  Supper  of  the  Hog^  without  brealcing  his  Faft^ 
nd  without  any  Offence  to  his  Vow  of  Mortijicatiofu 

The 
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The  Moral. 

h  a  long  Praifice  tf  Iff^ckidrufs^  wnv  and  then  a  Faint  Viwr 
Promife  ofAmemment^  goes  for  mthhig :  And  if  a  Bodjjkdi 

•  bavi  a  mind  to  kreuk  m  Commandment  under  jiuh  mtO^o- 
tion^  it  will  he  hard  if  be  cannot  bring  bimfelf  tffoM  lafi  «ti 
fame  Salvo  tr  Diftin&i$n^  and  he  kis  own  Cenfejfir. 

REFLECTION. 

MEN  that  aro  habitually  Wicked,  may  now  and  then  1^ 
Fits  an4  Starts  feci  certain  Motions  of  Refleftion  that  look  to- 
ward Repentance ;  but  thoTc  Difpofitions  are  commonly  flmt* 
liv'd,  and  the  fiune  Meat  (hall  be  Fifhor  Flefli,  as  it  mavbdi 
ferve  their  Turn.  We  find  this  Fable  Moraliz'd  in  our  I>iiij 
Pradice,  not  only  among  our  Falfe  ConvertSy  upon  the  Matter 
of  Truth,  Steadinefs  and  Jiiftice,  but  among  PeSticians^  Lew- 
yen  and  Divinesy  that  ihall  make  tlie  moft  cftablifli'd  Princi- 
|des  of  I^w,  Prudence  and  Religion,  Felons  eftbemfthes  \  and 
by  the  help  of  a  little  Slxim  and  Paradoxy  bww  Hot  and  dH 
with  tlic  Alan  and  the  Satyry  out  of  the  fame  Mouth.  Tlis 
Wolf  novf^  was  fomcwhat  of  the  Man's  Humour,  who  \ra 
ChamM  bv  his  ConfefTar'rxs  for  eatinc  Flefli  in  Lent  :  Father, 
fays  he,  I  have  as  Citholick  a  Faith  as  any  Man  inChriftcn- 
dom,  but  a  moft  confounded  Heretical  Stomach,  So  the 
ffc/fs  Heart  was  right  all  this  while  y  and  by  turning  //?^  in- 
to Porcus^  he  kept  hi*  Kail  in  Latin  lliU,  though  he  broke  .: 
in  Engihh, 


Fab.  470.  A  iFatmcr  and  his  ^cttiant 

A  Country  Farmer  mi(sM  an  Oxe  out  of  his 
Grounds,  and  fent  his  Man  abroad  one  Day 
to  look  after  him.  The  Simpleton  went  Hunting  up 
and  down,  'till  at  laft  he  found  him  in  a  Wood  ;  bu: 
upon  Three  Birds  coming  crofs  him,  away  goes  he 
Scampering  after  them.  He  (laid  fo  long  upon  the 
Errand,  that  his  Matter  wondered  what  ^^-as  become 
of  him,  and  fo  abroad  he  gpes  to  look  for  his  Man ; 
and  there  was  he  in  a  Field  hard  by,  running  as  hard 
as  he  could  drive,  and  Staring  up  into  the  Air. 
Well,  fays  the  Matter,  what  News  ?    Why^  Matter, 

&ys 
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lys  the  Tony,  I  have  found  thenis  Ay,  but  fiiys  thfi 
**armer  again,  where  are  they?  And  what  have  y« 
bund  ?  Why,  look  ye,  there  they  are,  &ys  the  Felf 
ow ;  I  have  found  Three  Birds  here,  and  I'm  trying 
f  I  can  catch  'cm. 

The  Moral. 

V^i  hdvf  this  Fdol  MmraUi^d  abundantly  to  us  in  cowanon  Pra^ti. 
H^e  leave  the  main  End  and  Bujinefs  of  IJfe  unregarded^  to 
run  after  Butterflies. 

REFLECTION. 

A  Man  can't  look  into  himfclf,  without  an  A[^lication  of 
this  Fable  to  his  own  Soul  and  Confcience.  He  was  much  in 
the  r^t,  that  call'd  Old  Men  only  Great  Blockheaded  Boys 
with  Beards^  that  entertain  thcmfelvcs  with  Bigger  Play-things, 
There's  an  Oxe  loft,  and  this  Coxcomb  runs  a  Gadding  after 
Wild  Fowl.  Is  it  not  our  very  Cafe  now,  that  when  our  Souls, 
iGood  Names,  Bodies  and  Fortunes  are  at  Stake,  we  muft  be 
running  out  at  Check,  after  every  Crow,  Buzzard,  or  Jack- 
daw that  comes  in  the  Way,  and  leave  the  Main  Chance  at 
laft  at  Six  and  Seven  ?  Nay,  and  here's  this  more  in't  too, 
that  the  Quarry  wotild  not  be  worth  the  taking  up  neither,  if 
we  could  catch  it ;  befide,  that  it  flies  away  ftill  before  us, 
^d  is  never  to  be  Overtaken. 


F  A  B.  47 1 .  A  %^iv%  and  jFire. 

THE  Poets  tell  us,  that  Prometheus  ftole  fome  of 
Jupiter^  Fire^  and  brought  it  down  to  us  fix)m 
Heaven^  and  that  was  our  Original  of  it.  A  Satyr 
was  fo  tranfported  with  the  Glory  and  the  Splendor  of 
this  Spirit,  that  down  on  his  Knees  he  falls,  and  would 
needs  Kils  and  Embrace  it.  Have  a  care  of  your  Beard, 
lays  Prometbeusy  nay,  and  of  your  Chin  too  •,  for  'twill 
both  Singe  and  Burn  ye.  And  why,  lays  die  Satyr ^ 
would  you  bring  down  fo  Glorious  a  Temptation  then 
^o  Plague  the  World  withal  ?  Why,  lays  Prometheus^ 
fherc  were  no  living  without  it,  only  the  Mifchicf  lies 
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ih  the  Abufe.  It  bums,  'tis  true,  but  then  conikkr  tk 
Hbit  and  the  Light  that  comes  along  with  it,  and  700 
fiuJl  find  it  fervcs  us  to  all  manner  of  Profitable,  Dt- 
lightful  and  Neceflary  Purprfes,  provided  only  that  nt 
make  a  right  Ufe  on't. 

The  MoR  AL. 

There* s  not  One  Grain  in  the  whole  Compofition  of  the  Vmverfif 
either  too  Muehy  or  too  Little  i  Nothing  to  he  Adied^  Not^ 
to  he  Spared;  nor/o  much  as  any  one  Particle  rf  it  thai  Ainh 
kind  may  not  be  either  the  Better  or  the  Wsrfe  for^  accarAl 
as  *tis  Applfd.  The  moft  Sovereign  Jntiekies  have  Ptifm  k 
them  ;  the  mojl  neceffary  Means  of  Ufe  may  he  Corrupted  or 
Perverted,  and  rendered  the  moft  bejfru£iive  to  us :  jfs  an  hk 
fe&ed  Air  J  for  the  Purpofe^  a  Raging  Sea^  or  a  Con/nming  Fire: 
But  let  this  Air  continue  as  God  made  it ;  the  ffhters  he  keft 
mthin  their  Bosmds^  and  the  Fire  from  hreaking  mt  into  Co»- 
Jlagrettionsy  and  therms  no  Living  without  them  wider  this 
Relation. 

REFLECTION, 

THE  Bcft  things  in  the  Wcrld  miy  be  mifapply'd,  and  tfe 
greateft  Bleflings  abus'd,  may  become  the  Occauon  to  us  of  the 
moft  Judicial  MalediAions.  What's  more  neceflary  for  the 
common  Comfort  and  Benefit  of  Mankind,  than  Underfland- 
ing  and  Power;  and  nothing  certainly  is  more  Pernicious  than 
tbofe  Illuftrious  Qualifications  perverted.  We  are  not  to  quar- 
rel with  the  Heavens  for  Peftilential  Influences,  or  Unkindfy 
Seafons ;  nor  with  the  Earth  for  Poifonous  Minerals  and  Ex- 
halations ;  nor  with  the  Water  for  Inundations  and  Sti^ 
wrecks ;  nor  with  the  Fire  for  Conflagrations.  We  muft  not 
take  upon  us  to  difpute  or  to  correal  the  Wifdom  of  Provi- 
dence; but  fit  down  Contented  and  Thankful,  and  with  this 
Refle6^ion  upon  the  whole,  that  we  are  Indebted  to  the  Di- 
vine Bounty  for  all  the  Good  we  Enjoy  ;  and  that  for  the  £- 
vil  we  fulFer,  we  may  thank  ourfelves. 


A 


F  A  B.  47  2.    A  ©£netou0  Ifon^ 

S  a  Lion  was  Beflriding  an  Ox  that  he  had  newly 
Plucks  down,  a  Robber  pafHng  by,  Cry'dout 

to 
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-  

10  himv  Half  Shares.  You  fhould  go  your  Snip,  &ys 
die  Lion^  ii  you  were  not  fi)  forward  to  be  your  owit 
Cuver.  The  Thief  had  but  juft  tum'd  his  Back,  when 
up  comes  an  Innocent  Trareller,  that  b  loon  as  ever 
1^  iaw  the  UoHj  was  gping  off  again.  The  Lion  bad 
him  fear  nothing,  but  take  part  of  the  Prey  with  him 
in  Reward  of  his  Modefty :  Whereupon  the  Ucn  went 
immediately  into  the  Woods  to  make  way  for  the  Tra- 
veller. 

The  Moral. 

^ Great  Men  in  the  Winld  would  but  fclhw  the  Example  §f  &e 
Lim  in  this  Fable  y  Sharpers  Jhoula  not  Ride  in  Triumph  tfnf 
luiger^  while  Hmejl  Men  go  out  at  the  Elbtiws, 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  b  an  Inftance  of  a  Great  and  a  Laudable  Example ; 
but  Ptople  are  forwarder  to  Commend  fuch  Precedents^  dan 
to  Imitate  them :  For  the  Bold  and  Rich  thrive  in  the  WorU* 
when  the  Poor  and  the  Bafhfiil  go  a  Begging :  But  Virtue  9 
never  the  Ids  Venerable  for  being  out  of  Fafliion. 


Fa  B.  473.    A  05|0t^ec  and  a  ^fffet* 

THere  was  a  Brother  and  a  Sifter  that  happened  to 
look  in  a  Glals  both  together:  The  Brother  a 
veay  lovely  Youth,  and  the  Sifter  as  hard-favour'd  as  a 
►Gin  could  well  be.  Look  ye,  (fays  the  Boy)  and 
have  not  I  a  very  good  Face  now  ?  This  the  Lais  took 
for  a  Reproach,  as  if  hers  were  not  fo  too.  What 
does  this  Envious  Tit,  but  away  to  her  Father  with  a 
Tale  of  her  Brother,  how  Effeminately  he  Behav*d 
himfelf^  and  that  a  Petticoat  would  become  him  better 
than  a  Sword.  The  Good  Man  kils'd  them  both,  and 
ReconciPd  the  Controverfy.  My  Dear  Children,  fays 
he,  I  lay  my  Command  upon  yc  both  to  look  often  in 
a  Glafs ;  You,  Son,  to  keep  a  Guard  upon  your  felf, 
not  to  Difhonour  the  Advantages  that  Nature  has  given 
ye,   lyith  111  Manners :   And  you  Daughter,  (fays  he) 

to 
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tp  ipind  you  of  Supplying  die  Defcfts  of  an  Eaftennl 
and  Tranfitory  Beauty,  with  the  inorc  flibftantial  Or- 
tiamehts  of  Piety  and  Virtue. 

The  Moral. 

There  is  mt  any  Accident  or  Adveftture  in  Nature^  that  does  id 
yield  Matter  and  Occafim  for  Good  Coun/ei:  And  the  Excd- 
Uncy  ef  that  necejfary  Office  Ues.im  the  Addrefs  of  managing  it 
pertinently  and  without  Reproach, 

REFLECTION. 

THE  Vanity  of  the  Youth  here  in  the  Fable,  is  dtmblf 
to  Uame :  Firft,  he  values  himfelf  upon  a  Trivial  and  an 
IFncetcain  Advantage.  Secondly,  'tis  below  the  Dignitj  of 
the  Sex,  for  a  Man  to  Glory  in,  and  to  Ufurp  upon  the 
proper  Ornaments  and  Privil^es  of  a  Woman.  The  Sifto'f 
Envy  may  be  better  ReprovM  than  RcformM  \  for  to  iij 
that  a  Woman  is  not  Handianie,  is  a  Sin  never  to  he  for- 
given. The  Father  does  excellently  well  difchai]ge  the  Part 
of  a  Wife  Man,  and  a  Tender  Parent  both  in  One.  And 
the  Moral  of  hb  Part  refolves  finally  into  this.  That  Virtue 
atones  for  Bodily  Defers;  and  that  Beauty  is  nothing  worth, 
without  a  Mind  anfwerable  to  the  Perfon. 


Fab.  474.     The  lStt$  and  the  D^Ontg* 

THere  was  a  Controverfy  betwixt  the  Bees  and  the 
Drones  about  Ibme  Honey-^Combs  that  were  fbund^ 
in  a  Hollow  Oak.  They  both  laid  Claims  to  'em,  and 
a  Wafp  was  to  be  Jtidge^  :is  one  that  well  underftood 
the  Matter.  Upon  the  Trial,  of  the  Caufe^  they  feemy 
both  to  (land  fair  for't,  as  being  of  the  £une  SizCf 
Make  and  Colour.  Now,  fays  the  JVafp^  I  am  upon 
my  Oath,  and  therefore  let  me  fee  them  work  their 
Combs,  and  fill  *em  here  before  me  in  the  Court,  and 
I  fhall  be  then  the  better  able  to  underfbmd  the  Me- 
rits of  the  Caufe.  The  Drones  would  not  Agree  to't, 
and  fb  the  Verdidt  went  for  the  Bees. 

%  The 
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t-  The  Moral. 

^retencesgoagreat  way  tn  the  World  with  Men  that  will  take  fart 
Words  and  Magijlerial  Looks  for  Current  Payment-:  But  the 
Jhort  and  the  certain  Way  of  bringing  the  Caufe  to  a  fair  Iffue^ 
is  U  put  the  Pretenders  to  the  Tejl^  of  Doing  what  they  fay. 

REFLECTION. 

ALL  People  that  fet  up  for  a  Reputation  In  the  World  upon 
he  Credit  of  other  Mens  Labours,  &11  under  the  Reproof 
if  this  Fable  ^  and  the  Judges  in  thofe  Cafes  are  not  always  (b 
Tender,  Circumfpe£l  and  Confiucntious  as  the  Wafp  was  in 
his :  For  they  lef  Falfe  and  Frivolous  Pretenders  run  a^ft'ajr 
nany  times,  not  only  With  the  Charadler,  hut  with  the  Re* 
vard,  both  of  Honefter  and  Soberer  Mens  Virtues.  Tliere'a 
10  Proof  like  Matter  of  Fa£f^  and  putting  the  Drones  to  the 
Vdk  of  makii\g  Wax  and  Honey. 


F A  B.  475.    A  for  awl  a  D?apiu 

As  a  Fox  was  Earthing  himfelf,  he  Digged  to 
Deep,  till  at  laft  he  came  to  a  Dragcn*s  Den^ 
where  he  found  a  prodigious  Mais  of  Hidden  Trcalure. 
tie  made  his  Excule  for  his  Intrufion,  and  beggi'd  die 
Dragon's  Jjeave  but  to  Ask  him  One  Queftion.  Pray 
[lays  he)  whcre*s  the  Pleafure  or  the  Profit  of  Spend- 
ing all  your  Days  in  a  Hole  thus,  without  either  Light 
or  Sleep?.  Why,  *tis  my  Faie^  lays  the  DragoKy  and 
there's  no  more  to  be  i^.  Here's  a  Monitrous  Hoard, 
&ys  the  FifXy  and  I  cannot  find  that  you  either  Give 
or  Ufe  one  Penny  of  all  that  Store.  'Tis  a  Mifery, 
^ys  the  other,  that  I  am  Doom'd  to,  and  there's  no 
Avoiding  it.  Why  then,  lays  the  Fox^  He  tl:iat's 
Bom  under  your  Stars,  is  certainly  the  mdft  Wretched 
of  Creattires. 

The  MoR  AL. 

We  are  Apt  to  do  Jmifs^  and  to  Perfevere  in  ft  Doings  and  then 
i4  lay  the  Blame  upon  our  Stars ^  or  our  Fortune^  as  we  call  ji, 

which 
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which  in  truth  j  is  neither  hetter  nor  vmfe  them  maUtfUmm 
the  Author  of  Evil.  The  veryfioth  rfit  isj  that  am  IBKUk 
has  the  Force  §f  that  which  we  caU  em  III  Fate^  andweTu 
up  our  fehtij  where  ProvHenee  has  lefi  us  en  Liberty. 

REFLECTION. 

YOUR  Covetous  Churl  is  undoubtedly  tbe  moft  ml&nbk 
of  Beggan ;  the  more  he  Hasj  the  more  be  U^emtsi  Befide 
that,  he  wants  what  he  has  too ;  for  'tis  loft  to  all  Intnts 
and  Purpofes^  when  ndtber  be  Himfdf,  nor  any  bodr  dfe 
is  the  Better  for't.  He  Pines  and  Watches  himfelf  to  Dtad^ 
for  fear  of  lofing  that  which  he  only  Fancies  that  he  ht; 
or,  vrhich  is  the  fame  thing,  that  which  be  has  not  tk 
Heart  to  Ufe.  All  this,  (avs  the  Dre^on^  I  fufier^  becaafe 
Fm  Doom'd  to*t ;  which  teUs  us  moft  En^bmticalfyj  tfaittt 
Anxiety  of  Mind  is  a  Juft  Juc^ment  upon  a  Man,  foe  d^ 
livering  himfelf  up  to  fo  Sordid  an  Appetite.  We  mtift  not 
underfhnd  the  Dragen  here  to  be  Condemn^  to  this  Mifeij 
bv  the  Fatali^  of  any  Inevitable  Decree ;  but  in  thefe  Cafei 
Uuftom  and  Corruption  fliperinduce  upon  us  a  kind  of  N^ 
ceffity  of  going  on  as  we  began. 


Fab. 475.    The ©|>iptD|ack  of <&fmonflicis(. 

SImonides  was  a  Learned  Man,  and  ah  Excellent 
Poet,  efpecially  in  the  way  of  Panegyrickj  or  Enco- 
mium^  to  the  Honour  of  the  Great  Men  of  his  Age ; 
infomuch  that  he  made  his  Fortune  by*t.  After  fomc 
time  fpent  Abroad,  and  a  great  deal  of  Money  got  by 
his  Encomia  upon  the  Heroes  of  thofe  Times,  he  put 
himfelf  and  his  Treafure  Aboard  for  his  own  Country 
again,  in  an  Old  Rotten  Veflcl.  They  fell  into  FaJ 
Weather,  and  the  Ship  mifcarry'd.  In  the  Hurry  of 
the  Shipwrack,  while  the  Paflcngers  were  at  their  Wits 
end  how  to  fave  that  which  they  took  to  be  c^  the 
moft  Value ;  Simonides  was  the  only  Man  that  appeared 
Unconcerned,  notwithftanding  that  his  whole  Fortune 
was  at  Stake  in  the  Cargo.  One  afk'd  him  why  he 
did  not  look  after  his  Go^.  Why,  fo  I  do,  lays  he ; 
for  all  the  Goods  that  I  pretend  to,  I  have  now  about 
2  roe. 
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.  In  this  Extremity,  fome  made  a  fhift  to  Swim 
lore ;  the  greater  Part  funk  under  the  weight  of 
at  they  thought  to  Preferve ;  and  in  the  mean  time 
ne  in  a  Crew  of  Free-Bodters^  that  Rifled  tod  Stript 
►fe  that  Scap*d.  The  Men  that  were  Paddling  for 
ir  Lives^  made  a  Port^  where  by  great  Providence 
re  liv'd  a  Famous  Philofbpher;  tl^t  was  a  paffionate 
Imirer,  and  a  diligent  Reider  of  Sinmides^  and  his 
ritings.  This  Philofopher^  u^n  the  Fifft  EiicoUnter, 
ind  out  Sinumides  by  his  very  Difcoude^  tdok  him 
o  his  Houfe^  Qoath'd  him,«  fiimifh'd  him  with 
>ney,  providoi  him  Servant^*  and  put  him  into  a 
ndition,  in  fine,  to  live  in  Honour  and  Plenty.  As 
wnides  was  walking  in  the  Streets  a  while  aner,  he 
r  feveral  of  his  Shipwrack'd  Companions  b^ging 
ir  Bread  from  Door  to  Door^  with  a  Certificate  of 
ar  Misfortune.  Well,  lays  Simoriides^  and  d'ye  not 
d  it  true  now,  as  1  told  ye^  that  a  Man  of  Letters 
i  of  Int^ity,  carries  all  his  Goods  about  him  ? 

The  Moral. 

^e  Mb^qI  U  w  «wrf  tban  tbis^  that  ViriUe  Jhatt  never  fall  of 
a  Reward  iH,the  Concb^ift; '  ^ 

REFLECTION. 

A  Wife  and  a  Good  Man  Carries  his  Happinefs  in  his  own 
eaft ;  and  that's  a  H^inefs  too,  that  the  uttermoft  Msl- 
s  of  Wicked  Men,  and  of  Crofs  Fortune  can  never  take 
'ay.  Let  all  Men  of  Honour  apply  the  Moral  of  this  Hi* 
•ry  to  their  own  Comfort  ^d  Support,  and  aflure  them- 
ves,  that  Providence  either  in  the  Bleffing  of  a  good  Qon- 
encc,  or  in  that  of  a  happy  Deliverance,  will  never  For- 
ce them; 
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Fab.  477.    Two  ^en  and  a  Ij^lttX* 

A  Poor  Roguer  that  hod  got  the  Devil  mto  Ui 
Pbcket,  and  not  One  Crofe  in  the  Worid  tt 
drive  him  out  agzun,  found  upon  matore  Confiden- 
tion,  that  he  hod  no  Choice  before  him,  but  dther 
to  Hang  or  Starve ;  for^  fays  he,  I  have  neither  Calli, 
Credit,  nor  Friends,  to  keep  L^  and  Soul  togcdier. 
He  bethou^t  himjelf  a  while  upon  the  Matter,  and 
fo  Refolvy  rather  of  the  Two  to  go  to  Heaven  in  1 
String.  Upon  this,  he  immediately  provides-  hiinfelf 
a  Halter,  fits  the  Noofe,  and  pitches  upon  the  fboe 
of  Execution ;  but  as  he  was  driving  a  Hook  into  n 
Old  Wall  to  Fallen  the  Cord  to,  Down  coo»a 
Great  Stone  that  was  Ljook,  and  a  Pot  of  Mooqf 
along  with  it.  I'he  FeDow  pefendy  throws  am^ 
the  Halter^  takes  the  Gold  by  Ccmtent,  without  eitfaff 
Weighing  or  Counting  it,  and  (b  away  he  iboun  viA 
the  Purchifc.  He  was  no  fboner  gpnc,  but  in  comes 
the  Man  that  had  hid  the  Money,^  to  give  his  Bx  a 
Vifit :  He  finds  the  Birds  flown,  it  leems,  and  Aianjiif 
md  Hangings  they  lay,-^  i^'Deftiffy.  ■  ThS'fcll  Comer, 
in  fine,  fuccceds  to  the  Rope  of  his  Predeccffor,  and 
very  fairly  Hangs  himfeJf,  with  this  Comfort  in  the 
Conclufion,  That  Providence  liad  faVd  him  the  Charge 
of  a  Halter. 

/  The  MoR  AL. 

fyhere  there" s  Menej  in  the  Cafe^  *tis  Fsrty  t9  One  kit  fam  \ 
body  or  other  goes  to  the  DevU  for^t, 

REFLECTION. 

POVERTY  and  Avarice  are  near  A-kin  ;  and  the  Ricb 
Infatiable  Mifer  that  is  ftill  Carking  after  more  and  more* 
is  every  jot  as  Mifcrable  as  he  that  has  juft  nothing  at  all.  j 
What's  the  difference  bettvixt  Gold  in  one  Part  of  the  Earth,  { 
Jlnd  Gold  in  an<yther  ?  Betwixt  the  Minted  Gold  that  the 
Sordid  Churl  Buries  in  a  Pot,  and  the  Ore  that  Nature  hn? 
Prepar'd  and  Tinftur'd  in  the  Mine  ?  They  arc  both  cqu::liy 
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>ft  to  the  common  Ufe  of  Mankind ;  onhr  the  One  lies 
little  deeper  than  the  Other.  We  may  nniih  this  Moral 
^ith  a  Confiddration  of  the  Folly  of  tbofe  People  that  Starve 
lemlelves  to  Enrich  others,  and  make  their  own  Lives 
ITretched  for  the  Advantage  perhaps  of  Thieves  and 
trangers.  The  Halter,  in  fine,  ferv'd  both  their  turns  | 
I  well  His  that  had  no  Money  at  firft,  as  t'otber's  thai 
oft  it. 


w^i^t^^mmmmmm 


Fab.  478.    A  ^unteiiaQit  and  a  %tiX* 

•  ^  • 

A  S  a  ^ack  was  Expofing  his  Bills  and  Med'cines 
fx  upon  a  Stage,  in  the  Quality  both  of  a  DoBcr 
od  a  Jack-Puddif^y  Thodands  and  Thodands  of  Peo^ 
Ic  Gaping  and  Staring  at  him,  with  as  much  Reve- 
dice  and  Attention,  as  if  every  Word  that  came  out 
f  his  Mouth,  had  dropt  fix)m  the  Lips  of  an  Oracle : 
t  ]iai^)en'd,  juft  in  the  Nick  of  this  Interim^  that  an 
Mker  of  Paris-Garden  was  Leading  one  of  his  Majct- 

r%  Bears  that  way,  with  a  Ring  through  the  Nofe 
him.  The  Rabble^  immediately  upon  the  Novelty 
if  this  Adventure^  quitted  the  MounUhank^  and  ga* 
hci^d  in  Multitudes  about  the  Bear^  Sbouting  and 
huzzaing  along  with  him,  as  if  it  had  been  a  Vrocd* 
ioD  to  a  Pope-Burnings  or  peradventure,  fbme  more 
Pompous  Speftade.  The  Bear^  Upon  this  Noife  and 
luftle  (tho*  ncMie  of  the  Quickdi-Witted  Animals) 
nade  a  Speech  to  die  Crow^  after  the  beft  manner. 
Heark  ye,  my  Friends,  lays  he^  I  am  glad  to  fee  yoa 
(b  merry  at  my  being  led  like  a  Sot,  by  the  Nofe 
thus ;  but  pray,  let's  Laugh  at  one  another  by  tums^ 
for  you  are  every  jot  as  Ridiculous  to  Mr,  as  I  am  to 
2^ ;  the  Mobile  are  led  by  the  Ears  juft  as  the  Bears 
are  led  by  the  Nofes  •,  and  that*s  all  the  Difference  \xi 
die  Cafe  betwixt  us. 


L 1  a  The 
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The  Moral. 

The  Mobile  art  altogether  for  Noife  and  Novelty^  andOtuNew 
Thing  drives  out  another:  Nay,  we  take  Pleafure  intbevaj 
SpcHacle  that  Effectually  abufes  ut;  as  a  Bear  with  a  Rjji§  a 
bis  Noji,  is  no  more  than  an  Emblem  of  every  Man  tfia\ 
for  we  are  led  as  much  as  He,  fome  by  the  Ear  or  Ejti 
others  h  our  Lujls  and  Affeliions :  But,  in  firu,  every  SaJ 
,  3f  us  fume  way  or  other. 

REFLECTION. 

NO  Man  (hould  make  fport  with,  or  condemn  any  thjug 
in  another,  without  firft  confidering  whether  he  be  not  guilty 
of  the  very  fame  thing  himfelf.  The  Bear  is  led  after  Ou 
manner,  the  Multitude  arc  led  after  Another  manner ;  and  in 
fome  fort  o\  other  wc  are  all  led  \  only  the  Bearward  in  thij 
Fable  leads  but  One  Brute,  and  the  Mountebank  kads  a 
Thoufafui:  And  what's  the  whole  Bus'hefs  at  laft,  butNoifc, 
Novelty  and  Example  ?  And  one  Fool  ftaring  and  hooting  for 
Company  after  another :  We  take  more  care  to  do  as  othcn 
do,  than  to  do  as  we  ought  to  do,  or  in  truth  to  Undeifbnd 
the  Sum  and  Suhftancc  of  our  Duties.  The  Peoples  leaving 
the  Mountebank  for  the  Bear,  imports  as  great  Readincfs, 
even  to  leave  Him  too  for  what  comes  next,  and  (hews  us, 
that  there's  no  trufting  to  the  Mobile,  It  may  ferve  alfo  to 
mind  us,  that  the  very  Courfc  of  our  Lives  is  h*t tie  better  I 
than  a  Series  of  Miftakcs,  and  a  Tranfition  from  one  Wcak- 
nefs  to  another.  He  that  finds  himfelf  Uncafy  inoneUn- 
reafonable  Choice,  has  recourfe  naturally  to  anotlicr,  per- 
chance as  Unreafonable :  And  let  him  be  never  fo  fick  of 
the  Error,  there's  yet  fome  Pleafure  in  tlic  Varictv  ;  though 
it  be  but  iji  the  Hope  of  mending  the  Matter. 


I 


Fa  P.  479.    A  ^Sh(ttifl)  rpo?fc. 

Trierc  goes  a  Story  of  a  Rcftiff,  Skittifli  Jade,  that 
had  gotten  liich  a  Trick  of  Rifing,  Stoning,  and 
Flying  out  at  his  own  Shadow,  that  he  was  not  10  be 
Endur'J  •,  lor  the  Difcipline  of  the  Spur  and  the  Bit, 
was  wholly  loft  upon  him.  When  his  Rider  tbund  that 
tliere  was  no  Reclaiming  of  him  by  the  ordinary  Me- 
thod of  Hoifcmanihip,  he  took  him  to  talk  upon  the 

Philofophy 
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Philofophy  and  Logick  of  the  Bus'nefs.  'Tis  only  a 
Sbad(rji\  fays  he,  that  you  BoggI?  at :  And  what  Is 
that  Sbadcra:^  but  fo  much  Air  that  the  Light  cannot 
come  at  ?  It  has  neither  1  eeth,  nor  Claws,  you  fee, 
nor  any  thing  elfe  to  hurt  ye :  'Twill  neither  Break 
your  Shins,  nor  Block  up  your  Paflage,  and  what  are 
you  afraid  of  then  ?  Wei!,  fays  the  Hcrie  (who,  it 
leems,  had  more  Wit  than  his  Mafter)  'tis  no  new 
thing  in  the  World,  even  for  the  greateft  Heroes  to 
Jhrink  under  the  Imprcflion  of  Panick  Terrors.  What 
are  all  the  Sprights^  Gbojls  and  Goblins^  that  you  your 
felf  Tremble  at,  but  Phantoms  and  Cbmcra^Sy  that  arc 
bred  and  fhapM  in  your  own  Brains  ? 

The  MoR  A  L. 

ligature  and  Riafcn  have  Fortify d  us^  if  ur  will  hut  make  ttfe . 
ef  our  Strength^  ogainjl  au  Difficulties  that  can  Befal  us  in 
this  IVorld.     But  if  we  will  Jiand  Boggling  at  Imaginary 
Evilsy  let  us  never  blame  a  Horfe  fir  Starting  at  a  Shadow. 

REFLECTION. 

*TIS  a  common  Thing  for  People  to  Blame  what  they 
Praftice,  and  to  be  fpending  their  Cenfurcs  upon  others, 
when  they  ihould  b<  Examining  themfelves:  Whereas  in 
Juftice,  Cliarity  and  Prudence,  we  {hould  make  no  other 
Ufe  of  our  Neighbours  Faults,  than  we  do  of  a  Ixx)king- 
Glafs,  to  Mend  our  own  Manners  by,  and  to  fct  Matters 
right  at  home.  When  we  fee  a  Horfe  ftart  at  a  Shadow, 
what  have  we  more  to  do,  than  to  Contemplate  the  Folly 
and  Vanity  of  our  own  Surprizes  and  Miftakes  in  a  Thoufand 
Inftances  of  the  fame  Quality  !  For  what  arc  all  the  Vexa- 
tious Tranfports  of  our  Hopes  and  Fears,  Extravagant 
Wifhcs,  and  Vain  Defires,  but  the  Images  of  Things  every 
jot  as  Whimfical,  as  the  Vifion  of  the  Shadow  here  In  the 
Fable?  And  we  can  never  hope  for  Better,  fo  long  as  we 
Govern  our  fclves  by  Fancjy  without  Reafin,  To  fay  all 
in  a  Word,  the  whole  Bus'nefs  comes  to  no  more  than  this : 
Firft,  We  form  fome  Nonfenfical  Idea  to  our  fclves,  zn^  thcR 
£dl  down  to  au  Idol  of  our  Uwn  Making. 

LI  2  Fk*' 
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Fab.  480.    No  latoC  againft  JlattCtp. 

F  Lattery  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  moft  Unmanly 
and  Pernicious  Vices  under  the  Sun,  cither  Pub-, 
lick  or  Rlvate  \  and  in  one  Word,  the  very  Pcft  of  aB 
Commonwealths  and  Families,    wherever  it  is  En- 
tertained 5    and  yet  to  the  Scandal  of  Human  Policy, 
even  in  the  Beft  of  Governments,   the  World  was  I 
know  not  how  many  Thouland  Years  old,  before  ever 
Wy  Provifipn  was  thought  of  for  the  Preventing  or 
the  Supprefling  of  this  Epidemical  Corruption.  Apollo  wjs 
the  Firft,    that  (out  of  his  own  Wildom  and  Good- 
nefe)  Ereded  a  Court  of  Juftice  for  the  Trial  of  Para- 
Jitis^   appointing  the  fharpeft  Satyrifts  of  the  Age  for 
their  Judges,  and  arming  the  Commiflioncrs  with  fiiH 
Power  and  Authority  to  Hear  and  Determine  all  Caufes 
of  that  quality  :   The  Offender  to  ftand  Convid  upon 
the  Teftimony  of  one  fingle  Witnels,  and  immediate- 
ly,   upon  Convi<5Hon,    to  be  carry'd  away  into  die 
Market-Place^  and  there  Cbaitfd  to  a  Stake j  and  Flafi 
Alive.      It    was  ohfcrv'd,    that  notwithftanding  die 
Sc\Terity  of  this  Inexorable  Law,    Flattery  was  mfl  as 
Bold,  Bufy,    and  Barefaced  as  ever,  fix>m  the  very  R- 
lace  to  the  Cottage,  and  yet  in  a  Matter  of  Six  Mondis 
time,    not  One  Complaint  brought  into  the  Court  a- 
gainft  it.     Upon  this  N^left,    there  were  Spies  and 
Informers  fet  at  work  in  all  Coffee-Houfes^    and  odier 
Publick  Places,  to  Watch  the  Company,  and  give  In- 
telligence to   the  ^Tribunal  of  what  was  laid  or  done 
there,    that  might  be  laid  hold  of.     The  very  next 
Day  there  was  a  Courtier  taken  up,    and  an  Accu&- 
tion  Exhibited  againft  him,  for  having  given  a  Pcr- 
fon  of  Eminent  Quality,    the  Charadter  of  a   Man  rf 
Honour,     Brains,     Good    Government  and    \Trtue, 
when  the  whole  World  knew  him  to  be  no  bctfcr 
than  an  Ignorant,    Mercenary  Sot,  that  without  any 

re- 
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r^ird*  to  Honcfty,  Prudence  or  Good  Manners,  A- 
bandonM  himfelf  Entirely  to  his  Ljifls  and  Plealures. 
The  Prifonerboth  Confd?d  and  JuftifyM  the  Fad 
at  the  lame  time,  appealing  to  the  Perfon  moft  con- 
cerned, whether  he  had  wrong'd  htm  or  not  -,  who 
not  onty  acquitted  the  Man,  but-reflefted  moft  cfe- 
Iperately  upon  the  fcandaloas  Practice  of  the  Court 
it  ielf;  in  making  that  to  be  Hattery^  which  upon  tli^f 
^vhole  Matter,  was  no  other  than  7rutb  and  Jujlice^ 
The  Commiilion  was  hereupon  dilchai^ed  -,  for  they 
Ibund  it  utterly  Imprafticable  to  punifti  a  Fault  thaf 
no  Body  would  eidier  Acknowledge  or  Complain  of. 

The  Moral. 

*Tis  notha^  but  Self-^Ldve  at  Home^  that  Provokes  (tnd  Incite 
FlatUry  from  Abroad :  And  the  Dijpe/ition  of  One  Mm  f ^  Rt- 
€eiv€  itj  Encouragts  Another  to  give  it, 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  Fiflion  may  fervc  toihew  us,  that  what  Influence 
foevcr  Political  Laws  and  Provtfions  may  have  upon  the  ^Ek* 
ternal  Reguladon  of  our  Practices  and  Manners ;  it  is  a  tfaing 
yet  utterly  impciffible  for  Human  Wifdom  to  form  fuch  an  Ad 
of  State,  as  (hall  reach  the  Wickedncfs  of  die  Heart :  So  that 
in  defpite  of  all  the  Rules  and  Cautions  of  Government,  the 
moft  Dangerousand  Mortal  of  Vices  will  ftill  ccmroiF,  with- 
out fo  much  as  a  Publkk  Cenfure.  As,  who  fliall  pretend 
to  in&iSt  any  Punifhment  upon  Flattery,  Hypocrify,  and  o- 
ther  Sins  of  the  Heart,  when  there  lies  no  Proof  againft 
them  ?  One  may  be  a  very  Honeft  Man  in  the  Eye  of  the 
Law,  and  yeta  moft  Abcmmable  Wretch  in  the  Sight  of  God, 
and  of  his  own  Confcience.  But  ftill  it  is  worth  t^c  while 
however,  to  confider  how  we  may  difcountenance  and  pre- 
vent thcfe  Evils  which  the  Law  can  take  no  Cognizaiice  of. 
And  to  gain  this  Point,  the  Efibft  muft  be  obviated  in  the 
Caufe.  Flatty  can  never  take  pbce  upon  any  Man  (fo  as  to 
Corrupt  him)  that  did  not  Flatter  hiinfelf  firft  -,  for  it  is  a 
Vain  Opinion  of  our  ielves,  that  lays  us  open  to  be  impos'd 
upon  by  Others. 
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.  F A  B.  48 1 .   Three  D^camiiiu  CcaSjeHctji^ 

THrec  Men  were  Travelling  through  a  Wildcmefe: 
The  Journey,    it  feems,    was  longer  than  they 
thought  for,  and  dieir  Provifions  fell  (hort  -,   but  Acre 
was  enough  left  for  any  one  of  •em  yet,  the*  too  Uttk 
for  aU,   and  how  to  difpofe  of  the  Remainder,  was 
the  Queftipn.     Come  ((ays  One  of  the  Three)  let's  ^m 
lie  down  and  fleep,   and  he  that   has  the  ftrangeft 
Dream,  (hall  have  That  that'^  left.     The  Motion  waj 
i^eed  to,    and  lb  they  difpofed  themfelves  to  their 
Reft.     About  Midnight,   Two  of  them  Wak'd,   and 
tdd  pn^  anpth^  their  Dreams.  Lardy  lays  one  pf  them, 
What  a  Fancy  have  I  bad !  I  was  taken  up^  pietbaugky  in- 
to the  Heavenly   I  know  npt  bow^  and  there  fet  dovmjiif 
before  Jupiter's  Tbrone.    And  ly  lays  toother,  was  Hur- 
rfd  away  by  a  fVbtrhvindy  metbougbt^   to  tbe  very  J^it  ef 
Hell.  *   The  Third  all  diis  while  Oept  Vc^s-^leep,  and 
heard  every  Word  they  laid.     They  fell  dien  to  Lug- 
ing  and  Pinching  of  their  Companion,    to  tell  him 
the  Story.     Na}\  fray  be  quiet ^  lays  he,  JVhat  are  jef 
If^y  we  are  your  Fellow-travellers y    they  cry'd.     Are 
ye  coke  back  again  then  ?  fays  he.     They  told  hdm  they 
had  never  ftirr*d  from  the  Place  where  they  were.    Noy 
thcHy  lays  t'other^  Uwas  but  a  Dream  \  for  Ifancfd  that 
One  of  ye  was  carrfd  away  with  a  Whirlwind  to  Jupiter, 
and  i^other  to  Pluto :  And  tben^  thought  I  to  my  felfy  I 
Jhall  never  fee  thefe  poor  People  again :  So  I  e^ en  fell  oiu  and 
Eat  up  all  the  Victuals. ' 

The  Moral. 

^f)£re  is  a  Fooling  Sort  of  Jfity  that  has  N§thing  mere  irft  than 
the  Tricking  ttpoffome  inftpid  Conceit  to  ho  Manner  of  Pur- 
pcfsy  but  to  mortifi  good  Company^  and  tire  out  an  ingemws 
Converfation.  The  Jejls  of  thefe  People  are  only  to  be  Ordered 
as  we  do  Cucumbers:  frajh  them^  and  Beat  them^  and 
ipen  throw  them  out  at  tbe  IVindow,     That  is  to  fajy  thej 

art 


Fables  of  federal  Authors.   $1 1 


e  Flat  and  Inftpidj   without  either  Meaning  or  Morality 
help  them  out. 

REFLECTION. 

/HERE  Men  will  be  Fooling  and  Bantering,  a  Trick 
.  Trick  is  but  common  Reafon  and  Juftice  ;  and  it  comes 
rr  vet  too,  when  the  Trick  is  Encountcr'd  with  another 
be  fame  Kind  ;  for  it  docs  not  only  fpoil  the  Jeft,  but 
cs  the  Aggreflbr  himfcif  ridiculous  ;  efpecially  wh«n  the 
gn  is  fore-hy'd  and  concerted  m  Form,  as  here  in  the 
c.  The  Frolick  of  a  Cleanly  Biinter,  may  do  well 
igh  cff-hand^  and  without  AffeSfation ;  but  a  Delilerated 
lery  is  moft  abominably  Fulfume. 


Fab.  482.   Ecafon  of  state. 

IPon  the  commg  out  of  a  Book,    Entitulcd  Rea- 
fon of  SlaUj  there  happenM  a  warm  Difpute  in 
Gibinet  of  a  Great  Prince,    upon  that  Subjeft. 
ne  would  have  it  to  be,   Ti^  Skill  of  ere£litjg^  De- 
iing  and  Enlarging  a  Common-JVealtb.     Others  were 
changing  the  Title  fh)m  Reafon  ofState^  to  Reafon 
Policy.     And  a  Third  Party  was  tor  Corre6bing  the 
mer  Definition,    and  rather  running  it  thus  [^Rea- 
of  State  is  a  Rule  ufeful  for  Common-Wealths^    how 
trary  foever  to  the  Laws  both  of  God  and  Man,"]  There 
s  great  Exception  taken  to  the  Plain-Dealing  of  this 
ter  Definition ;  but  upon  confulting  Precedents,    it 
s  found  very  agreeable  to  the  Praftical  Truth  of  the 
attcr. 

The  Moral. 

fte/fy  may  do  well  enough  betwixt  Man  emd  Man^  but  the  Mea- 
fures  of  Government  and  Righteoufnefs^  are  quite  different 
Things.  The  ^lefiion  in  Reafon  of  State  is  not  llrtuc,  hut 
Prudence. 

REFLECTION. 

REASON  of  StatCy  in  the  Simplicity  of  the  Notion,  i&oivl^ 
:  Force  of  Political  mfdm,  abftraaed  from  Ocv^  Otivt>arf 


■        ' 
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Rules  and  Methods  of  Confciince  and  RiUgion.  It  Confuks  €D- 
]y  Civil  Utility,  and  never  matters  it,  provided  the  PuhBdL 
may  be  the  better  for't,  though  the  Inftniments  and  Manigen 
go  to  the  Devil.  'Tis  fomewhat  with  Statefmen  and  ^ 
Difciples,  as  it  was  with  the  Patient  and  his  PhyJUmm^  thttal- 
vis'd  him  for  his  Health's  fake  to  have  the  Ufe  of  a  Womai. 
The  Good  Man  fcrupled  the  Remedy.  Well,  (ays  the  Doc- 
tor, I  prefcribe  to  your  Body,  not  to  jrour  Soul,  iriiich  aie 
two  Diflin<5l  Provinces  >  and  when  I  have  done  my  Duty  to 
the  Onty  let  your  Confejfor  look  to  the  Other.  It  is  moft  co- 
tain,  that  Reafon  of  State  is  a  vcij  DeviUJh  7%hfy  under  a 
Specious  Nanuy  and  a  Cover  for  all  Wickolnels.  What  aie 
Alliances  and  Ruptures,  but  Tea^)orary  Expedients?  Aol 
the  Ordinary  Reafons  of  War  and  Peace  arc  voy  littk  bet- 
ter than  Banter  and  Paradox.  This  is  the  very  Truth  of  tk 
Matter,  and  may  be  feen  at  large  in  the  HiAory  of  all  the 
Governments  in  the  World  :  But  it  is  one  of  thofe  Tnithsjet 
that  are  not  at  all  times  to  be  fpoken ;  and  'tis  the  Part  of  i 
Wife  Man  in  thefe  Cafes,  to  Hear^  See^  SLodSaj  Nmiif» 


Fab.  483.    An  Citfle  and  a  htfUttt* 

AN  Etigle  that  was  Sharp  let,  and  upon  die 
Wing,  loddng  about  her  for  her  Prey,  fpfi 
out  a  Lxvcrety  made  a  Stoop  like  LigKt'nii^  ani 
truls'd  it  -,  and  as  fhe  had  it  in  the  Foot,  the  Mifc- 
rable  Wretch  enter'd  into  an  Idle  Expoftulauon  up- 
on the  Confcience,  and  Juftice  of  the  Proceeding: 
With  what  HonelTy,  fays  the  Hare^  Can  you  invade 
the  Right  of  another  Body.  H^bs\  lays  the  E^A 
^0  wbcm  doymi  belong  then  ?  I  belong  to  him  ^lavs  the 
Other)  whom  Heaven  has  mode  Mafter  of  afi  Li- 
ving Creatures  under  the  Sun,  and  from  whom  that 
Propriety  cannot  be  taken  without  manifcft  Wra^  | 
and  Ufurpation.  Man  is  nff  Mafter^  and  I  know  no  \ 
other,  pyell^  fays  the  EagU  again  in  Wradi,  AMi  | 
xvhai's  the  Title  ncrjo^  that  be  pretends  to  tins  Pr^frieffi 
Why,  'tis  the  Esccellency  of  his  Reafon^  iays  the 
fuirc^  that  entides  him  to  his  Sovereignty  \  which  is 
\\  Claim  that  tconv  the  Creatkm  of   dbc  WorU  to 

this 
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ijiis  Day,  was  never  lubjcdled  to  the  Queftion.  In 
Jhubj  fays  .the  EagUy  Tou  have  advanced  a  very  pretty 
Trnjentiw  bere^  in  fitting  up  Reafon  c^ainfi  Force,  where 
in  Caufi  is  not  to  be  decided  by .  Argument,  but  hy 
Power:  And  to  cwvince  you  ntrju  bcrsj  much  I  am  in  the 
Right ^  Yw  jhall  find^  in  dcfpite  cf  all  other  PretenfionSj 
%tci  I  have  ye  under  my  Government  and  La'Xy  that  yon 
VMS  not  bom  for  Him,  but  for  Mc. 

The  MoKAL. 

Imws  with  Ptnaltiesare  made  for  the  Government  of  the  Simptey 
wid  the  Jyieak^  like  Cobwebs  to  catch  Flics ;  hit  Poiver  is  the 
Law  of  Laivsy  and  therms  no  Dijptiting  with  ity  Imt  upm  the 
S%MJcr4's  Point. 

REFLECTION. 

TYRANNTzvA  Oppreffion  never  wanted  either  a  Plea,  or  an 
Advocate  for  whatever  thi^  did ;  for  the  Aiajority  of  the  Law^ 
yerSp  the  Divines j  and  JU^ueftuary  Profeffsons^  will  be  fure  to 
mn  over  to  the  Stronger  Side^  where  IrilTipeLSes  for  LaWy  and 
Xapine  for  Providence.  So  that  it  is  a  Folly  next  to  Madnels, 
for  a  Friendle(s,  and  in  Unarm'd  Innocence  to  Expoftulate 
with  an  Invincible  Power.  The  Cafe  of  the  Hare  and  the 
Edgte  b  a  common  Cafe  in  the  World,  where  the  Weaker  is 
a  Prey  to  the  Stronger ;  where  a  Forcible  Pofleffion  gives  s 
Title,  ftnd  where  the  Juftice  of  the  Caufe  is  Determin'd  by  the 
Succefs.  When  the  Hare  comes  once  to  be  in  the  Gripe,  'tb 
too  late  to  talk  of  Reafon  and  Equity^  when  contrary  to  all  the 
Rules  of  Moral  Jufiice^  the  Conqueror  is  both  Judge  and  Party. 


Fab.  484.    A  3Doff  and  his  Scatter* 

THere  was  an  excellent  Houfe-Dogj  that  fpent 
his  whde  Night  ftiU  in  ^wling  and  Snarlii^ 
BC  all  People  indifferently  that  pais'd  within  hearing 
nf  him.  His  Mafter  took  him  to  Task  (Mice  for  Bark* 
itig  and  Yelling  ib  at  every  Body  that  came  near 
him,  without  Diftindtion.  Why,  what  have  you  a 
Nofe  for»  lays  he,  but  to  fineli  out  a  Thief  from  aa 
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HoneftMan?  I  will  not  have  you  fbmuchasOpa 
your  Mouth,  I  tell  ye,  at  a  Venture  thus.  Sir,  &J8 
the  MaftifF,  'tis  out  of  the  Zeal  I  have  for  your  fa- 
vice;  and  yet  when  all  is  done  too,  I  would  I  had 
no  more  to  anfwer  for,  than  giving  Falfe  Alarms^  anl 
Barking  out  of  Seafon.  You  may  fency,  perhaps,  thai 
there  are  No  other  Thieves  than  thole  that  the  Law  a- 
pofcs  to  the  Pillory  or  a  Whipping-Pqfl ;  or  to  a  Turn 
perchance,  at  Tyburn  the  next  Seffions.  You'll  find 
yourfelf  miftaken.  Sir,  if  you'll  take  upon  ye  to  Judge 
of  thefc  Blades  by  their  Garbs,  Looks,  and  outwaid 
Appearance  •,  .but  if  I  get  them  in  the  Wind  once,  PIl 
tell  ye  which  is  which,  to  the  very  Hearts  and  Souls  of 
'cm,  without  the  Ceremony  of  either  Bench,  Witnc6 
or  Jury.  Nay,  fays  the  Mafter,  if  you  fhould  hap- 
pe;n  to  fpy  a  Knight  of  the  Tofi^  a  Catchpole^  a  Jcyir^ 
a  Pawn-Broker^  a  Highway^M^m^  a  Crop-Ear^d  Scri- 
vener ^  a  Griping  Ufurer^  a  Corrupt  Judge^  or  any  of 
thefe  Vermin,  pray'e  cry  out  Thief ^  and  fpare  nor: 
And  I  bcfcech  ye.  Sir,  fays  the  Dog^  what  if  it  fhould 
be  a  Pettifogging  Splitter  of  CaufeSj  a  Tunuoat  Ecclef- 
{ijlicaly  Military  or  Civil y  a  Trading  Juflice^  a  I^ioTid 
Enemy  under  the  Mask  of  a  Friend  \  a  Glqfing  HypccriU\ 
or  in  one  Word,  let  it  be  in  any  other  Cafe  or  Encounter 
whatfocver  •,  You  will  find  it  Twenty  Thouland  to  One 
upon  the  whole  Matter,  that  I  Bark  Right. 

The  Moral. 

Th:  HIJlory  cf  Cheats  and  Sharpers  truly  Ifrittenj  womU  hi  w 
j//!tr  than  the  Hijlory  of  Human  Nature, 

REFLECTION. 

'TIS  an  Unhappy  thing  both  for  Mafter  and  Sen-ant, 
when  tlic  Love,  Loyalty  and  Zeal  of  the  One,  (hall  be  ill 
taken  at  the  Hands  of  the  Other ;  finr  he  that  will  not  believe 
and  depend  upon  the  Faith  df  a  Trfd  Friend  and  ServantyhSk 
under  the  Judgment  commonly  of  giving  too  much  beed  to 
a  Secret  Enemy,  Befide,  that  it  goes  to  the  Heart  of  a  Man  of 
Honour  and  Addrcfs,  when  he  has  done  his  uttermoft  for  hb 
Maftcr*s  Scxvkc^  to"&X\  >xcARt  xk^^^ossidalQus  Chander  of 
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Officious,  and  Impertinent,  for  his  Pains.  The  Mafter  here 
was  in  another  Miibke  too,  in  fuppofing  that  all  Houfh- 
breakers  and  Sharpers  had  Thief  written  in  their  Fore-heads  ; 
whereas  tlie  mofl  Dangerous  fort  of  Cheats^  are  but  Mafquc- 
xaders,  under  the  Vizor  of  Friends  and  Honeji  Men,  The 
Cardinal's  Rule  to  one  of  his  Laquays  that  had  loft  his  Coat, 
comes  very  well  to  our  prefent  Purpofe.  The  Boy  faid  that 
his  Eminence  told  him  they  were  fo  Holy  at  Rome^  that  he 
thought  there  had  been  no  Thieves  there.  Well,  fays  the  Car^ 
dinaly  but  hereafter,  whenever  you  come  into  a  ftrange  Plac^ 
you  may  take  eveiy  Man  you  fee  for  a  Thief^  provided  that 
you  call  no  body  fo.  The  Dog  went  this  way  to  work,  and 
did  wifely  in't ;  for  he  that  keeps  himfelf  upon  this  Guard, 
ihall  never  be  Couzen'd.  The  Beft  will  help  itfelf,  and 
therefore  'tis  good  to  be  wary  for  fear  of  the  Worft. 


F  A  B.  48  5.    Two  DofifOlfi  and  a  €)|jeep^ 

AS  a  Sheep  was  Grazing  one  Evening  in  a  Plea- 
fant  Meadow,  it  had  the  hap  to  overhear  Two 
DoSlors  of  the  Schools^  as  they  were  taking  a  Walk 
there  Philofophizing  upcwi  the  Advantages  of  Man- 
kind above  all  other  Creatures,  and  particularlv,  up- 
on the  Natural  Difpofirion  that  Man  has  to  live  in 
Union  and  Society.  The  Sheep  gave  one  of  them  a 
gcnde  Touch  by  the  Cloak,  and  told  him,  that  un- 
der Favour,  he  could  not  be  of  their  Opinion.  'Tis 
true,  fays  he,  you  have  your  Cides,  Towns  Incor- 
porate, and  Lai^e  Communides;  but  then  you  have 
your  Magiftrates  too  -,  your  Laws,  Oaths,  and  a  thou- 
land  Shackles  upon  ye,  and  all  litde  enough  to  keep 
the  Peace  among  ye.  You  Difpute,  Wrangle,  Fight, 
make  a  perpetual  Buttle  in  the  World,  Break  Fricnd- 
fhips,  Diflblve  the  very  Ties  of  Marriage,  and  tear 
one  another  to  Pieces  with  all  manner  of  Extrava- 
gant Contefts.  Now  this  would  never  be,  fure,  if 
there  were  in  ye  that  fame  Implanted  Inclination  to 
Unity  and  Agreement^  that  you  (peak  of.  If  you  would 
come  to  a  clear  Refolution  of  this  Queftion,  you  muft 

.       fiift 
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M-^ 


fiift  fet  yourfelves  at  Liberty  from  the  ovcr-nfing 
Av«e  of  Diigrace,  Shame  and  Punilhmcnt,  and  \i\ 
the'Removal  of  that  Force,  leave  yourfelves  to  the M 
fix^  of  your  Avarice  and  Ambition.  You  wiQ  thtn 
find  by  the  Event,  whether  Man  be  Naturally  a  h%^ 
ttScr  and  Prefervar  of  SocUtf^  or  a  Deftrtrfcr  of  it.  No, 
no,  my  Learned  Sirs,  'tis  H^e  that  are  the  fodabk 
Creatures,  Wc  Troc^  together.  Feed  togedier,  life 
together,  ibUow  the  lame  Leader  too,  without  any 
Cbnftraint  upon  us,  either  of  Vows  or  Penalties ;  and 
the  very  Flies  and  Pifinircs  upon  this  Topick,  wiD  rift 
up  in  Judgment  againft  Mankind. 

The  MoR  AL. 

TT)e  Phikfipbers  will  have  Man  in  a  Degree  of  Excellency  is  U 
a  Sociable  Creattare^ ;  but  tbefe  Philofipbers  are  Men  tbemfeka 
tben^  and  Judges  in  tbeir  awn  Cafe :  NoWy  if  we  tnaj  crtix 
matter  of  ra£l  and  Experience j  Men  are  the  moft  Difmaui 
Creanans  undir  the  Heavens:  *Tis  tbeir  DeSgbty  Siaijh 
Praffice  and  Profeffim  to  lie  cutting  one  ansther's  Tbrtets, 
and  Dejhrvf  their  own  Kind :  hfofnuch  that  Birds^  Beafis  ari 
hfeStSj  to  the  very  flies  and  PifmircSy  will  rife  up  in  jfui^' 
ment  againft  Mankind  in  this  Point, 

REFLECTION. 

THE  Sheep  in  thb  Fable  was  clearly  too  hard  fur  tin 
Two  Doctors ;  and  we  find  all  thofe  Rationings  to  be  true 
in  the  World,  which  the  Mutton  alledges  in  the  Fiftion. 
For  Man  is  certainly  one  of  the  moft  pervcrfc  Pieces  of  the 
Creation,  and  not  only  Crofs  to  his  Rational  Brethren,  but 
betwixt  his  Will  and  his  Underftanding,  he  lives  in  a  Per- 
petual Contradiftlon  to  Himfelf.  His  Prafticc  is  dire^ 
contrary  to  his  Knowledge,  and  he  (huts  his  vcr)'  Ey«  ^ 
gainft  the  Light  of  his  Nature.  Now  other  Creatures  th« 
are  only  guided  by  a  Providential  Impulfe,  have  the  Grace 
to  follow  the  Voice  of  their  Dircftor,  and  to  keep  thcmfelve 
within  the  Compafs  of  their  proper  Bus'nefs  and  Duty; 
-whereas  Man,  that  over  and  above  the  fame  common  w- 
ftinft,  is  indued  with  the  Talent  of  Counfel  and  Knowledge, 
improves  thofe  Advantages  only  to  his  greater  Condemnation, 
bv  abandoning  the  Offices  and  FunAions  of  his  Reafonabk  Be- 


tlUm 
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ing.  The  Sum  of  the  Moral,  in  fine,  may  be  this,  that  it  is 
not  {o  much  the  Excellency  of  our  Human  Nature,  that  Di- 
llinguiihes  us  from  Brutes,  as  the  due  Exefcife  and  Applica- 
tion of  thofe  Rational  Faculties  that  Heaven  has  beftow^d  upon 
us :  Which  comes  to  the  very  Cafe  of  the  Sietp  and  the 
D§dfors,  Man  knows  what  he  Ought  to  do,  but  (to  his 
Greater  Condemnation,]  he  does  not  according  to  his  Know- 
ledgie;  whereas  Animals  that  are  guided  bardy  by  InftinSf^ 
Inre  in  Obedience  to  the  Voice  of  Heaven,  in  that  of  Naturi, 


Fab.  486.    jfeui  JTrienlrjaf* 

ONE  that  had  a  great  Honour  for  Socratesj  took 
notice  of  a  pitiful  little  Hoofe  that  he  was  a 
Building:  'Tis  a  ftrai^e  Thii^  (lays  he  to  the  Philo- 
ibpher)  that  fo  great  a  Man  as  you  are,  ihould  ever 
think  of  Living  in  fo  wretched  a  Cabin.  Well,  lays 
Socrates^  and  yet  as  little  as  it  is,  he  were  a  Happy 
Man  that  had  but  ^rue  Friends  enoi^  to  fill  it. 

The  Moral. 

jl  Friend  in  the  Worlds  is  quite  another  Thing  than  a  friend  in 
the  Schdok :  And  there*  s  a  Great  Difference  in  the  Speculatim 
of  a  Friend^  from  what  we  find  in  the  Praifiee. 

REFLECTION. 

FRIENDSHIP  is  a  Divine  Excellency,  wrapt  up  in  a 
Common  Name,  and  nothing  lefs  than  the  uttermoft  Perfe- 
Aion  of  Fkfli  and  Blood,  for  Wifdom  and  Virtue,  can  enti- 
tle a  Man  to  the  CharaAer  of  a  True  Friend \  though  Cuftom, 
I  know,  has  fo  far  prevail'd  for  a  Promifcuous  Application 
of  the  Word  to  common  Acquaintants  and  Relations,  that  it 
paflles  in  the  World,  by  a  certain  kind  of  Figure  for  Civiiitf 
and  Refpe£i.  But  Socrates  all  this  while  did  very  well  under- 
jfaund  what  he  faid,  touching  the  Rarity  and  Paucity  of  Friends  ; 
BXii  he  might  have  added,  that  it  is  as  hard  a  Matter  to  un- 
ikrfiand  how  to  be  a  Friend,  as  to  know  whmiofind  One. 


Fab, 
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"Fab. 487.    An  afjl  catrPfltB  an  Jmafft* 

As  an  ^  was  carrying  an  Image  in  Procdlkn^ 
the  People  fell  every  wKere  down  upon  thdr 
Knees  before  him.  This  filly  Anirnal  fancy'd  dm 
they  worfhipp*d  Him  all  diis  while,  *till  One  round- 
ed him  in  the  Ear,  and  told  lum.  Friend^  fays  he,  7a 
are  the  very  fame  Afs  with  this  Burden  upon  jour  A/ti, 
ibai  you  was  before  you  took  it  up  ;  and  ^tis  not  the  Bnuc 
they  Bow  to^  but  the  Irmgc. 

The  Moral. 

APuUick  CharaHer  is  never  the  lefs  to  he  Reverenc^d^  becmjei 
Coxcomb  perhaps  may  carry  it ;  mr  that  Coxcomb  am  J$i  tk 
more  J  fave  only  for  the  Sake  of  bis  Office. 

REFLECTION. 

THE  Simple  Vanity  of  this  Ais  is  a  ve^  Pertinent  Reproof 
to  thofe  Men  that  take  the  Honour  and  Refpcd  that  is  done 
to  the  Charaftcr  they  fuftain,  to  be  paid  to  the  Perfon  ;  as  if 
Mr.  Conftable  fliould  aflumc  to  his  Vifagc,  the  Reverence 
that's  paid  to  his  Commiffion.  'Inhere  are  that  Interpret  every 
Nod  or  Glance  of  Civility,  in  ihcir  own  Favour,  thoujh 
it  was  neither  due  to  them,  nor  ever  intended  them. 


Fab.  488.    A  DOff  and  a  Cat* 

THere  was  a  Dog  and  a  Cat  brought  up  in  the 
lame  Houfe,  from  a  Whelp  and  a  Kitling^  and 
never  were  Two  Creatures  better  together  ;  fo  Kind, 
fo  Gamefomc  and  Diverting,  that  it  was  half  the 
Entertainment  of  the  Family  to  (ee  the  Gambolcs 
and  Love-Tricks  that  pals'd  betwixt  them.  Only  it 
was  obferv*d,  that  ftiU  at  Meal-times  they  would  be 
Snarling  and  Spitting  at  one  another  under  the 
Table  :  And  what  was  the  whole  Sum  of  the  Cbn- 
troverfy  at  laft,  but  a  Dog-and-Cat-irrangle  about 
I  the 
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ihe  Picking  of  a  Bone,  or  the  Licking  of  a  Tren- 
cher. 

•  •    • 

The  Moral. 

PJeJh  and  Blood  does  naturally  confult  its  own  Advantage,  And 
when  that  comes  to  he  the  ^ejiion  ;  There's  the  Bone  that 
in  fome  Deigree  #r  other  fets  all  Mortals  together  by  the  Ears, 

REFLECTION. 

.  HERE'S  a  perfeft  Emblem  of  the.  Praftices  and  Friend- 
fhips  of  the  World  ;  for  Men  have  their  Toying  Seafons, 
and  their  Pleafimt  Humours,  as  well  as  Dogs  and  Cats.  We 
contrail  little  Likings ;  enter  into  agreeable  Converfations, 
and  pais  away  the  Time  To  Merrily  and  Kindly  together,  (at 
Icaft  while  that  Fit  of  Dalliance  and  Diverfion  lafts)  that  one 
ivould  think  it  impoffible  for  any  thing  under  the  Sun  to  break 
the  Interejl\  and  yet  upon  the  throwing  in  any  Crofs  Inteicft 
among  'em ;  (which  is  all  one  with  the  Bone  under  the  Ta- 
ble,) nay,  upon  a  Jealous  Thought,  or  a  miftaken  Word  cr 
Ijook,  all  former  Bonds  are  cancell'd,  the  League  broken, 
and  the  Farce  cohcludes  in  Bitirig  and  Scratching  one  ano- 
ther's Eyes  out.  The  fame  Figure  will  ferve  for  Princes  ^nd 
States,  Publick  Perfons  and  Private,  MarryM  and  Single ) 
People,  in  fine,  of  all  ProfeiEons  and  Pretences. 


Fab.  489.    arid  Otie's  Definition  of  a  %^\mX^ 

THere  was  fo  great  Offence  taken  at  the  Defini- 
tion of  a  tyrant  in  Ariftothh  Politicks^  that  all 
dhe  Governors,  under  the  Cope  of  Heaven,  found 
themfelves  tcuch'd  in  the  Refleftion :  Infomuch  that 
they  all  met  in  a  General  Q)uncili  to  take  the  M::t- 
ter  into  Confidenition.  TTx)fe  Princes  (fays  Ariftotle) 
are  Tyrants,  that  intend  their  oum  Good^  more  than  that 
of  their  Suhjeffs.  The  Princes  were  fo  nettled  at  the 
Scandal  of  this  Affront,  that  every  Man  took  it  to 
Himlelf ;  for  according  to  that  Doftrine,  all  the  Go- 
vernors upon  the  Face  of  the  Earth,  from  Adam  to  this 
Day^  have  been  no  better  than  downright  Tyrants.  The 
Council  was  once  thinking  to  put  Arijtotk  to  Extremi- 
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ties ;  bat  imputing  it  rather  to  the  Natural  SaLwdoei 
of  a  Pedant  (for  there's  no  Grammar  fbr  Poluicks)  dso 
to  any  Malice  Prepenfe^  they  made  him  Eat  his  Wori^ 
and  Eamound  Himidf,  that  what  he  iaid  of  TjraO^ 
was  only  meant  of  a  fori  of  Perfecuiitm  of  Oi/  fm^ 
that  has  been  now  long  fmce  ExtinB. 

The  MoR  A  L. 

In  all  General  CbaraRers  of  Bad  Men^  whether  Princes^  PdSi 
Afintfiersj  or  Private  Perfons^  care  flimdd  he  taken  mttoa- 
volve  the  Good  under  the  fame  Scandal  end  Cendenmtim. 
There  are  fome  Principles  and  Methods  ofGovemmentywhem 
the  Beji  and  the  JVorft  of  Princes  may  agree  \  hut  then  Ant 
are  certain  perverfe  Notions  tfthe  Tringy  and  comfifra^ 
t  ices  J  that  can  he  hardfy  Touclfd  uton^  unthont  engmhud 
Crounfd  Heads  in  the  Reproach  :  And  'tis  dangerous  ihoin 
9^on  the  Errors  tfthe  Age  a  Man  lives  in. 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  Fancy  gives  us  to  underfland,  that  the  Seoetf  rf 

State  are  not  properly  the  Bus'ne(s  of  the  Schools ;  and  ■ 
truth,  it  is  a  Topici  too,  that  does  as  little  become  the  Pir^i 
for  Politicks  are  matter  of  Practice  rather  than  of  Kotim: 
Befide,  that  the  Rules  of  Government  and  thofe  of  Rdigim, 
abflradedly  confider'd,  have  very  little  afiinity  one  with  tk 
other :  For  the  Wifdom  of  this  World,  or  that  which  nt 
call  Civil  Prudenccj  does  not  at  all  concern  it  fclf  in  the 
Qucftion  of  Virtue  or  of  Coffcieme,  From  hence  it  may  k 
infer'd,  that  Minifters  of  State,  Pricfts,  and  Philofophcr% 
fhould  do  well  to  keep  to  their  RefpcdHvc  ProfeiEons,  with- 
out invading  the  Province  one  of  another.  Here's  a  Check 
put  upon  the  Definition  of  a  Tyrant ;  not  fo  much  for  the 
Falje  Doctrine  of  the  Pofition,  as  for  the  Scandal  of  expofing  i 
Majefh',  by  the  Innuendo  of  fo  Irreverend  a  Truth ;  for  the  | 
Chara^er  of  a  Crown'd  Head  ought  to  be  kept  Sacred,  let  | 
the  Perfon  be  what  he  will.  Here  i^  likewile  another  Hint  | 
of  Caution  to  us,  that  in  all  the  Liberties  of  this  Nature,  we  | 
keep  clear  of  the  Prefent  Times,  and  be  ftill  looking  anodici  1 
way,  whatever  we  mean.  I 

As  to  the  Definition  of  a  Tyrant  it  fclf,  let  it  be  candidlT 
taken,  and  the  Drift  of  it  is  this ;  the  common  Safety  of 
King  and  People  is  wrapt  up  in  the  Well-being  of  each 
other.     The  Prince  intends  hia  oum  Good  in  that  of  the 
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>U ;  and  at  the  fiune  time,  the  Good  of  the  P^^  in  that 
Ttmfelfi  for  they  Stand  or  Fall  together :  But  then  there's 
Tendcrnefs  of  Care  and  Duty,  and  another  of  Peribnal 
ination,  or  (if  I  may  fo  call  k1  Infirmity ;  and  Thafs 
lotion  Tyraniy  where  a  Ruler  indulges  his  rrivate  Appe- 
and  Sacrifioes  his  People  to  hid  Paffions  or  his  Pleafures. 


t^m 


k  B.  49o«  A  €ounttp«ntan  and  a  {^antlim 

Panther  had  the  Fortane  to  drop  into  a  Pitt-falt. 
L  The  Pec^le  came  fkxrkit^  about  him,  (bme 
31^  and  Battering  him  widi  Stones  and  Cudgels ; 
33  pity'd  him,  and  threw  him  fbmewhat  to  Eic 
ivard  Night,  they  went  all  Home  again,  taking  for 
ited  that  they  fhould  find  him  Dead  next  Momingc 
in  that  Interim  he  came  to  kimfclf  again9  and 
z  *em  the  Slip,  and  upon  getting  Loofe>  he  made 
I  Havock  both  with  Man  and  Beait,  that  the  whole 
intry.  Friend  and  Foe,  were  all  in  dread  of  him. 
z  Panther  finding  the  Fright  ib  Gener^  call'd  out 
em,  and  told  them.  So  many  of  ye  (lays  he)  as  were 
d  tome  in  the  Pit,  fet  ymar  Hearts  at  Reft^  far  Pll 
hurt  a  Creature  of  ye^  ntm  Pm  at  liberty.  I  have 
fbi^otten  who  they  were  that  gave  me  Bread,  and 
>  threw  Stones  at  me,  and  Pm  an  Enemy  only  to 
e  that  were  Enemies  to  me. 

The  Moral. 

'fs  no  Cnaturi  fo  Wild  and  Savage j  but  it  ma)  he  wrought 
^n  and  reclaimed  iy  Good  Offices  and  Benefits ;  to  tbejhamo 
*  that  fart  of  JIdankind  that  retmms  Evil  for  Good^  and  is 
t  to  learn  Humanity  from  the  Btafts  of  the  For  eft ^ 

REFLECTION. 

[ERE's  a  Reproof  to  the  Praflices  of  Ungrateful  Men, 
;r  the  Figure  of  a  Grateful  Beaft :  A  Grateful,  and  I 
It  have  (aid  a  Generous  Beaft,  in  being  kind  to  thofe  in 
-  Diftre(s,  that  had  been  fo  to  him  in  his.     How  mucjl^ 
fe  than  Brutd  are  thofe  Men  tben^  that  owe  thit  \k&. 

Mm  2  TBtosA 


522    Fables  of  fever al  Authors. 

Blood  in  their  Veins  to  the  Bounty  of  their  Friends  and  Pa- 
trons, and  yet  after  raifing  them  from  the  very  Duif^  to 
Honours  and  Fortunes^  are  the  for¥rardeft  to  infult  upon 
their  Supporters  and  Matters,  when  they  fee  'cm  in  anj 
Calamity,  and  to  add  Afflidion  to  AffliAion  !  Now  to  pur- 
fue  the  Fable,  here's  a  Common  Enemy,  in  Af^pearancc,  at 
the  Mercy  of  the  People  about  him  :  Some  Beat  him,  othen 
take  Pity  of  him :  He  comes  afterward  to  make  his  Eftap^ 
and  difUnguiflies  his  Enemies  from  his  Friends,  by  Deftroyiug 
the  one,  and  Sparing  the  other.  Shall  we  caJl  the  one  1 
Judgment  now,  and  the  other  a  Providence ;  as  if  the  Out- 
rage had  been  a  Fault,  and  the  Pity  a  Meritorious  Aft  of 
Good  Nature  ?  The  Moral  wiU  hold  in  both  ReipeAs ;  fer, 
let  the  Judgment  or  the  Execution  of  Death  be  never  fo 
Juft,  it  is  yet  Barbarous,  Inhuman  and  UnwarrantaUe  to 
aggravate  the  Sufferings  with  Infolence,  Contumely,  Malice, 
and  Reproach  :  And  fo  for  the  Tendernefs  on  the  other  hand, 
'tis  a  Softnefs  infeparable  from  the  Genuine  ImpuMe  of  a  Rca- 
fonable  Being :  For  the  Compaifion  is  a  Laudable  Benignitj 
of  Difpofition,  tho'  exerds'd  upon  a  Beaft. 


Fa  B.  491.    A  ^aftfff  and  an  3fg^ 

THcre  was  a  Huge  Bear -Bogy  and  an  Afs  laden 
with  Bread  upon  a  Long  Journey  together: 
They  were  both  very  Hungry,  and  while  the  ^  was 
Gnizing  upon  ThiftJes  by  the  Way-fide,  the  Jftj 
would  fain  have  been  eating  too  for  Company,  and 
bcgg'd  a  Bit  of  Bread  of  him.  Tlie  Afs  made  him 
Anfwer,  that  if  he  were  Hungry,  he  might  e'en  ^ 
as  he  did,  for  he  had  no  Bread  to  fpare.  While  this 
pafs'd,  up  comes  a  JVolf  toward  them.  The  Afs  fd 
a  trembling,  and  told  the  Dog^  he  hop*d  he  would 
fland  by  him,  if  the  fVblf  fhould  fet  upon  him.  No, 
fays  the  Dog^  they  that  will  Eat  alone,  fhalJ  t'cn 
Fight  alone  too,  tor  me,  and  fo  he  left  his  Fellow- 
TraveUer  at  the  Mercy  of  the  H^olf 

The  MoR  AL. 

Cofnmon  Defence  and  Prefervationj  is  thi  main  Emi  if  iA*^ 
and  the  srtat  Bcncjit  vjc  rccci-ue  65  icinin^  ik't:  IFe  Lvt  *• 
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another  J  becaufe  we  are  the  better  for  one  another ;  and  it  is 
the  Inter eji  that  fupports  us  in  the  Duty ;  when  that  reciprocal 
Kindnefs  fails^  as  we  fee  here  in  the  Dog  and  the  jfsy  the 
League  drops  to  Pieces, 

REFLECTION. 

ONE  Good  Turn,  we  6y,  requires  another ;  and  it  may 
be  added,  that  one  Shrewd  Turn  deferves  and  provokes 
another.  TTie  Jfs*s  want  of  Charity  in  one  Minute,  coft 
him  his  Life  in  the  next ;  and  he  was  paid  in  his  own  Kind 
too,  in  the  return  of  one  Scorn  for  another.  It  was  an  Of- 
fence againft  the  very  Laws  of  Nature,  and  Society,  and 
the  Punifhment  consequently  was  Providential  and  Ji:ft.  He 
that  fliews  no  Compaffion,  (hall  find  none. 


Fab.  492.     A  ILaccniCk  TryM  and  Sentcnc'J. 

IT  was  the  Dl  hap  of  a  Learned  Laconicky  to  make 
ufe  of  Three  Words^  when  Two  would  have  done 
his  Bufmds :  The  Matter  was  fo  foul,  and  the  Fact  fo 
clearly  proved  upon  him,  that  being  Cited  before  the 
Senate,  he  was  Heard,  and  Condemned  to  Read  over 
Guicciardin^%  War  of  Pifa^  from  End  to  End,  without 
cither  Eating  or  Drinking  till  he  had  gone  through  it. 
The  Poor  Man  fell  into  fo  defperatc  an  Agony  before 
he  could  gpt  over  one  Single  Leaf  on't,  that  he  threw 
himfelf  upon  his  Face,  imploring  the  Mercy  of  the 
Court,  though  'twere  but  to  change  his  Punifhment : 
They  might  fend  him  to  the  Galliesj  he  laid  ;  or  if  it 
were  to  Flay  him  Alive^  or  Bury  him  betwixt  Foitr  fValls^ 
and  he  flwHild  ever  acknowledge  it  as  an  A6t  of  Cle- 
mency :  But  for  a  Man  of  Brains  and  Thought,  to 
HDuble  his  Head  with  liich  a  deal  of  tedious  Tralh  and 
Pedantry,  the  Torment,  he  laid,  of  Perillus^s  Brazen 
Bull  was  nothing  t(fL 

The  Moral. 

Time  is  Lifey  and  Life  is  precious :  *TisJhort  enough  at  Bejl  \  but 
the  man  we  contraSl  our  Talk  and  our  Bufinefs^  the  more  we 
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have  orCt.  Wherefon  it  is  great  ftydom  U  cmcb  all  we  hmn 
to  dof  in  as  narrow  a  Compafs  aspoffibU.  TheKilE^  tfi 
Man  with  many  Words^  is  anfy  another  Sort  of  Mariir^  oi 
of  the  Reach  of  the  Law. 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  Emblem  bids  lu  husband  our  Timey  and  hriog 
the  Bufincfs  of  Life  into  as  narrow  a  Compafi  as  wecui 
for  we  have  a  great  deal  to  do,  'Tis  in  efle^  lb  mudi  lift 
loft,  as  we  fquander  away  in  more  Words  than  nced^  tfl 
in  the  Exchange  pf  Idle  and  Impertinent  DifcourfeB :  Befifc 
the  Mortification  of  a  tedious  Talker,  The  Figure  is  asrfi 
to  the  Height,  in  the  Reprefentation,  both  of  the  Crimp  u4 
of  the  Punifhment ;  over  and  above  the  Equity  of  tDnnnit* 
ing  the  Tormentor  of  others  in  his  own  Kind,  as  Phetkm 
Sentenced  Perillus  to  be  burnt  in  his  own  Bull. 


Fab.  4P3.    ^aCl^Q&el  CondemnU 

NO  Man  ever  had  a  worfc  Name  in  the  World 
for  a  Promoter  of  Seditious  and  Athciftial 
Politicks,  than  Nicholas  Machiavcl  the  Florentine  :  In- 
fomuch  that  he  was  Bani(h*d,  not  only  the  Convcr- 
fation,  biit  the  very  Libnuies  of  all  Learned  Men, 
Aipon  Pain  of  being  burnt  for  his  Peftilent  Doftrincs, 
wherever  he  fliould  be  taken,  and  a  Severe  Punilh- 
incnt  inflifted,  over  and  above,  upon  any  Man  that 
Ihould  prefumc  to  Comfort,  Abet  or  Receive  him. 
It  was  his  Fortune,  after  this,  to  be  found  upon  a 
Search,  in  the  Corner  of  a  Friend's  Study,  and  to 
be  made  a  Prifoncr,  and  then  in  Courie,  to  undei^ 
a  Sentence  according  to  the  Decree.  But  all  thdc 
Formalities  notwithftanding,  he  was  yet  by  the  Ex- 
traordinary Favour  of  his  Judges,  upon  his  Humble 
Petition  for  a  Hearing,  admitted  to  his  Defence, 
which  was  to  this  following  EfFed.  He  made  no 
Difficulty  of  Confefllng  the  Faft,  and  of  acknowled|g- 
ing  hinifelf  the  Publifhcr  of  Pernicious  and  Eaccra- 
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le  Pditions ;  but  withal,  fays  he,  no  Mortal  upon 
he  Face  of  the  Eanh,  has  a  greater  Abhorrence  for 
hafe  Defoerate  Maxims  than  my  felf.  As  to  tlie  In- 
anting  of  thofe  Tenets,  he  made  Proteftation,  that 
le  had  no  Hand  in't  at  all,  and  that  the  Political 
^art  of  his  Difoouries,  was  only  Copy'd  out  of  the 
jcnenl  Piaftioes  and  Counfds  of  ChnfUan  Princes  ; 
nd  that,  if  they  pleas'd,  he  was  ready  to  Inflance 
n  the  very  Precedents.  After  this,  he  appealed  to 
he  Jufticc  of  the  Bench,  whether  it  were  not  very 
riard  to  make  it  Mortal,  for  one  Man  to  write  tl^ 
NTaked  Hillcxy  of  a  Thin^  done,  and  at  the  fame  time 
x>  allow  the  very  Doing  ofit  to  be  Praife-worthy  in  ano- 
Jier.  This  PIgei  had  brought  him  off,  but  for  a  ftiefh 
Acoiiation  that  was  immediately  ftarted  agaiinft  him  } 
wrhich  was,  that  he  was  taken  in  the  Dark  one 
Night  among  a  Flock  of  Sheep,  putting  Dog^s  Teetb 
into  their  Mouths,  which  muft  inevitably  be  the 
Ruin  of  the  Shepherd  ;  for  it  could  never  be  expeft- 
cd  that  the  whole  Flock  would  ever  fubmit  to  the 
Government  of  OnCy  if  it  had  fcither  Teeth,  Wit  or 
Horns.  Upon  the  Proof  of  this  Charge,  he  was  de- 
livered up  immediately  to  Juftice,  and  the  Law  Exe- 
cuted upon  him« 

The  Moral. 

^i  Secrets  rf  Government  ought  not  to  be,  touched  with  umuajh^d 
Hanisy  and  expo^d  to  the  Afubitude  ;  for  upon  granting  the 
People  a  Privilege  of  Debating  the  Prerogatives  of  Sovereign 
Power  J  they  will  infer  Naturally  enough  a  Eighty  and  a  Title 
to  the  Controlling  and  the  Over-ruling  of  it. 

REFLECTION. 

H  E  thatexpofes  the  Arts  of  Government  to  the  People,  does 
in  E(Fc£t  app^  to  *em,  and  give  die  Mukitude  fome  Sort  o( 
R^ht  to  judge  of,  and  to  cenfurc  the  AAions  of  thdr  Superiors. 
For  what  is  any  thing  Publiih'd  for,  but  to  be  read,  and  to  lie 
confequendy  at  the  Mercy  of  the  Reader  bow  to  underfland  it  i 
As  if  the  Author  Ihould  fay,  Gentkmen,  heie'sa  Scheme  of  Poll- 
ticks  iiihnutted  to  your  grave  Confidentioiii  pray'eiHut's  your 
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Opinion  on't  ?  Can  any  Body  think,  that  in  a  Queftion  cf 
Stale,  exhibited  after  this  manner,  the  Mobile  will  notdcvr-  j 
mine  in  their  own  Favour,  and  clap  what  Bias  upon  the  Pro- 
pofition  they  themfelves  pleafc  ?  So  that  let  the  Alatta  be 
lundlcd  never  fo  tenderly,  'tis  a  main  Point  loft  j-ct ;  the  very 
Admittance  of  the  Common  People  into  the  Council,  and  £<- 
lowing  them  to  be  of  the  Quorum,  Macbitrutl  excufes  himidf 
well  enough,  *as  to  any  Thing  oi  Alalice  in  his  Difcourfcs ;  for 
(fays  l:c)  thefe  Maxims  are  none  of  my  Invention,  neither  I 
has  any  Man  living  a  greater  Abhorrence  foi;  thofc  Poiibnous 
Doiflrines  than  my  fclf ;  hut  my  Writings  are  only  Hiflorkal 
Notes  and  Abftnicls  drawn  from  the  Life  of  an  Univcrial 
Praftice.  Now  the  Hazard  and  the  Mifchief  is  this,  that  in 
all  thefe  Cafe:  IVIcn  are  apt  to  take  Things  by  the  wrong  Hic- 
die,  and  raife  Arguments  for  their  own  Advantage.  And 
that's  the  Moral  of  MachiaveV^  putting  Dogs  Teeth  by  Night 
into  the  Mouths  of  the  ^beep  \  that  is  to  fay,  'tis  a  flv  ^^  ay 
of  Irritating  Subjects  to  fall  foul  upon  their  Rulers,  which  cer- 
tainly is  a  Crime  unpardonable  in  any  State. 


Fab.  494.     A  Dffpute  betwixt   a  DoftOl,  a 

eifntner,  and  a  ODOtcbcr^ 

THcre  was  a  Vintner  and  a  Botcher  Challeng*d  a 
DoHor  of  Divinity  to  a  Trial  of  Skill  in  his  o^n 
Trade.  He  ask'd  them  by  whom  they'd  be  Tr)'d  ? 
Tlic7'd  be  try'd  by  the  7>x/,  they  faid.  The  Thing 
was  agreed,  and  the  Time  fer,  and  fo  they  brought 
their  Geneva  Bibles  along  wiih  them.  The  Doctor 
told  them  by  Way  of  Prefiice,  that  though  St.  Paul 
f ought  with  Bcajis  at  Epiicfus,  //  ivas  net  the  Fafbion  for 
bis  FoUo-vers  toji^it  v.^ith  Beads  /;/  England  -,  afid  there- 
fcre^  if  they  could  not  prove  tbcrrfelves  to  be  Men,  ht^d 
have  not  king  to  do  ivitb  them.  They  flood  upon  their 
Pantoflcs,  that  Men  iliey  were,  and  that  Attn  he  fliould 
find  Vm  to  be  ;  and  they  were  ready  to  caft  the  Ciule 
upon  that  Iflue.  I'hat's  well,  fays  the  Doftor  to  one 
of  'em,  and  />;v(\V,  vihat  are  you  for  a  Man  in  ihefirji 
Place  ?  I  am  a  Vintner^  fays  t'other.  Very  Goody  quoth  the 
Doftor,  and  do  you  rjcr  pit  New  fVine  into  OU  Bottles  ? 

Yea, 
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Yea,  I  do  fo,  lays  the  Vintner.  ^Tben^  lays  the  Doftor^ 
Tou  are  no  Man ;  for  the  2vrx/  lays,  that  No  Manputteib 
New  Wine  into  Old  Bottles.  I  ftiall  now  come  to  your 
Companion  ;  Frafe  will  you  tell  me  Friend^  what  are  yon 
for  a  Man  ?  I  am^  %s  t'other,  a  Taylor.  Alias,  a  Bot- 
cher^ I  fuppofe,  quoth  the  Etoftor,  Put  the  Cafe  now 
that  wy  Doublet  were  out  at  the  Elbows^  and  Ibarje  no  more 
of  the  Old  Cloth  to  patch  it  up  again^  could  you  mend  it 
4pye  think  ?  Yea,  quoth  the  Botcher^  I  could  get  New 
Cloth  to  mend  it.  IVhy  then.,  fays  the  Doftor,  You  art 
no  Man  neither  \  for  you  fhall find  it  in  another  Text,  that 
No  Man  putteth  New  Cloth  into  an  Old  Garment^  fo  that 
you  arc  both  Beaten  here  at  your  own  Weapons ;  for 
here  are  Two  Texfs^  to  prove  that  Tou  Two  are  No  Men, 
which  is  but  according  to  your  own  Rule  and  Method 
of  Interpreting  Scripture. 

The  MoR  AL. 

< 

77m  Fable  ftrlkes  at  the  ridiculous  Licence  dfProphane  Inter med-- 

lers  in  Holy  Matters  ;  that  is  to  fay  j  a  fort  of  Illiterate  Enthu^ 

ftafls^and  Mechanicks^tbat  without  either  Authority  orSkill^wiO 

be  CorreHing  the  Magnificat,  and  fetting  up  the  Phantom  of 

New  Lights  againji  the  Do£irine  of  Chrijfl  avd  his  Apojiles, 

REFLECTION. 

THE  Wifdom  of  the  Law  will  not  fufFcr  any  Man  to  cx- 
ercife  a  Trade  that  he  has  not  fcrv*d  his  Time  to ;  and  a  Body 
would  thfnk  that  the  Reafon  of  this  Provifion  Ihould  hold  as 
well  in  Divinity  as  in  Manual  Crafts ;  for  Revelations  at  this 
time  of  the  Day,  are  as  much  out  of  Date  as  Miracles.  This  Co- 
mical Whimfie  may  fervc  in  General  for  a  Reproof  to  Bold  and 
Ignorant  Pretenders  in  Matters  that  they  do  not  underftand  ; 
and  fo  to  thofe  alfo  that  confidendy  ufurp  upon  other  Mens 
Provinces,  without  any  Right  or  Call  to  the  Funftion.  What 
arc  the  Freaks,  in  fine,  of  thefe  Religionariesy  but  Fits  of  the 
Spleen^  and  the  Fumes  of  a  Dark  Melancholy,  covered  under 
the  Name  and  Pretence  of  Divine  Gifts  and  Graces?  They'll 
Cap  ye  Texts^  as  School-Boys  Czp  Ferfes;  and  in  Defiance  of 
all  the  Extraordinary  Cafes,  the  Figures,  Types,  Allegories, 
and  Parables  that  are  fo  frequent  in  Holy  Writ,  c\'cry  Thing 
muft  be  underftood  too,  as  the  Dodor  has  turned  it  here  uppn 
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the  Vtnfner^  and  the  Botcher^  according  to  the  Letter,  ThcT*B 
draw  ye  a  Warrant  for  the  Murdering  of  Kings,  from  the  Ex- 
ample of  Ahab  and  B€nhaded:  An  Authority  for  Cmaimn^ 
their  Neiglibours,  from  the  IfraiUtes  robbing  the  Egyptima,  In 
one  Word,  they  (hall  overturn  all  the  Principles  of  Human  So- 
ciety, Morality,  and  Religion  itfelf,and  (hew  ye  a  Text  hfv. 
And  upon  the  \^ho]e  Matter,  what  is  the  Confcience  of  thcfe 
People  more  at  laft,  than  Fancy  and  lUuJien?  They  contend  for 
they  know  not  what,  like  the  two  Fellows  that  went  to  Log- 
gerneads  about  their  Religion ;  the  one  was  a  Martimft^  he  fiiid; 
the  other  faid  that  all  Martinifts  were  Htreticksj  and  for  his  psn, 
he  was  a  Lutheran:  Now  the  Poor  Wretches  were  both  of  a 
Side,  and  underftood  it  not.  As  for  the  Bus'nets  of  Learning  and 
Common  Senfe,  they  call  it  the  IVifdvm  of  this  ff^n-ldy  and  ef- 
fectually make  it  a  Heavenly  Grace  to  be  an  Egr^ious  Cox- 
comb. There  was  an  Honcft  Simple  Tradefman,  wonderfully 
carneft  with  the  Parfon  of  the  ParUh  to  know  what  the  Forbii' 
den  Fruit  was ;  as  if  there  had  been  no  mere  in*t,  than  whedier 
'twas  a  Kentijb  or  a  Kirton  Pippin.  The  Good  Man  told  him, 
that  it  was  an  Apple^  and  that  Jdanfs  Eating  of  it,  brought  ail 
his  Pofterlty  under  a  Sentence  of  Condemnation.  T'other  (aid, 
it  was  fo  hard  a  Cafe,  that  in  Reverence  to  the  Divine  Mercy, 
he  thought  himfelf  bound  to  queftion  the  whole  Stoiy.  This 
Liberty  of  Retailing  Divinity  by  the  Letter,  is  the  very  Root 
of  Infidelity,  and  of  all  Hcrefies,  nay  of  Atheifm  itfclf.  For 
when  People  have  been  beating  their  Brains  about  a  Difficul- 
ty, and  find  they  can  make  Nothing  ^«V,  they  are  apt  to 
think  there's  Noti^jng  /V/ ;  for  the  AIr/iny*s  lofl  to  him  that 
ftands  poring  only  upon  the  Lettir, 

Fa  b.  495.     There's  no  CO^^OJtOtD^ 

A  Fellow  had  got  a  Wench  in  a  Comer ;  and  very 
Earndl  they  were  upon  the  Text  of  Encrcafc 
and  Multiply  -,  but  the  Gipfy  flood  upon  her  Points 
forfooth ;  Sht^d  not  be  towT^d  and  tumbled  at  that  Ratt^ 
i" faith  not  She.  In  fine.  No  Penny^  No  Pater- Nofttr^ 
jind  tiiere  was  no  Good  to  be  dbne  unlcfs  he  would 
Marry  her.  The  Poor  Devil  was  under  a  land  of 
DureJJ'e ;  and  for  brevity  fake,  promised  her,  with  1 
kind  Oath,  that  he  would  Marry  her  Jo  Marrow. 
Upon  this  Afiurance,   tfey  Signed  and  SealU    The 

nor 
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next  Day  they  met  again,  and  the  nesct  to  that ;  and 
fo  Every  next  Z)tfy,  for  a  matter  of  a  FcMtnight  after  ; 
and  the  Love  went  on  to  the  Tune  of  To  Morrow^  and 
To  Morrow  ftilL  But  the  Girl  finding  herfelf  Fool'd, 
and  put  off  thus  from  One  Morrow  to  Another^  fell  in 
the  Conclufion  to  Expoftulating  with  him  upon  the 
Matter.  Bid  not  you  fwear  Yefterday,  lays  flie,  and 
Yefterday,  and  I  know  not  how  many  Yefterdays,  that 
yoitd  Marry  me  To  Morrow?  Yes,  my  Dear,  fays  the 
Spark,  I  did  fwear  fo ;  and  I  do  now  fwear  it  all  over 
again  too,  and  thou  fhalt  find  me  as  good  as  my  Word. 
Ay,  but  hark  ye,  lays  the  Lais,  is  not  To  Day  To  Mor-* 
row  ?  No,  my  Heart,  lays  the  Gallant  again,  that's  thy 
Miftake;  for  there  are  No  To  Morrows:  People  are 
apt  to  Talk  of  'em  indeed,  but  they  never  come  j  fijr 
Life  it f elf  is  fntt  the  prefent  Time. 

The  Moral. 

The  ifarVs  Cafi  here  in  the  Fahle^  ^To Morrow,  and  T© 
Morrow,  ix  6very  Marts^  and  Every  Dafs  Cafe  in  the  JVorld\ 
and  we  do  the  very  fame  Thing  with  God  Almighty y  that  this 
Blade  does  here  with  bis  Mi/lrefsi  we  Promife,  and  Put  ofi^ 
find  Perform  Nothing, 

REFLECTION. 

WHOEVER  Reads  and  Confiders,  this  Emblem,  will  find  it 
to  be  his  own  Cafe ;  we  promife  and  we  put  off,  and  we  Sin, 
;ind  we  go  on  Sinning:  But  ftill  as  our  Confcience  checks  us, 
for't,  we  take  up  Faint  Purpofes  and  Half  Refolutions  to  do 
fo  no  more,  and  to  lead  a  New  Life  for  the  Future.  Thus  with 
the  Young  Fellow  here,  we  indulge  ourfelves  in  our  Pleafures 
from  time  to  time;  and  when  we  have  Whil'd  away  our  Live^ 
Day  after  Day,  from  oneTo  Morrowto  anotherythztCzmefiAHfr-' 
row  never  comes.  This  is  the  Sluggard's  Plea  and  Pradice;  the 
Libertines*s,  the  Mifer's,  and  in  ihort,  vAiofe  is  it  not?  Now  if 
a  Man  would  but  confider  the  Vanity  and  the  Vexation  of  a 
Lewd  Courfe  of  Life ;  the  Impiety  iirft  of  entring  into  Vows, 
which  they  intend  before*hand  not  to  Perform,  and  afterward 
of  breaking  them ;  the  Folly  and  the  Prefumption  of  Underta- 
Ung  for  any  thing  that  is  wholly  out  of  our  Power  j  the  Ne- 
ceifity  of  Improving  every  Moment  of  our  Lives,  the  Def||ierate 
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and  the  Irreparable  Hazard  of  Lofrng  Opportunities,  People 
would  not  venture  Body  and  Soul  upon  the  Ncceffity  of  2 
Procraftinated  Repentance ;  and  Poftpone  the  moft  uncertain 
Duties  of  a  Man  and  of  a  Chriftian.  For  there's  no  7J  Msr- 
rtfWy  nor  any  thing  in  truth,  but  the  prefem  Inftant  that  we 
can  call  our  own. 


Fab.  495.     A  LaUp  in  Trouble  for  the  Lofi of 

a  g)Ct  of  lJ)Olfe0^ 

^  A    ^^^^^"  Lady»  ^at  was  fallen  under  great  Tri- 
JlIl  bulation   for   the  Lofe  of  a  very   fine  Set  of 
Horfes,  went  Raving  up  and  down  like  a  Mad  Wo- 
man from  Place  to  Place,  and  every  Body  muft  be 
Tir*d  with  the  Hiftory  of  her  Misfortune :  fVell^  fays 
Ihe,-  they  were  the  heft  natut^d  Poor  fVretcbeSy  tbcfd  look 
at  me  fo  Kindly  Jiill  when  I  came  to  take  Coach ;  to  jin 
nothing  of  the  Value  of  them^  really  I  cannot  think  msfdf 
fafe  with  other  Horfes,     And  at  this  rate  (he  went  on, 
amplifying  upon  the  Affliftion,  while  her  Friends  and 
Relations  on  the  other  Hand  were  not  wanting  to  ply 
her  upon  the  Ordinary  Topicks  of  the  Tranfitory  Scare 
of  Mortals.     But  when  they  had  proceeded  as  far  with 
her  as  their  Religion  and  Philofophy  could  carry  them, 
and  found  that  Ihe  was  not  to  be  Comforted ;  Mn\ 
truly  Madam^  fays  one  of  her  Confidents,  this  is  a  very 
great  'Trials  but  Jince  they  are  gone,  and  therms  no  recal- 
ling of  them,  I  hope  your  Ladyfbip  does  not  think  *em  too 
Good  for  Him  that  has  ^em. 

The  MoR  AL. 

fVv  are  mere  foUicitous  for  our  Horfes  and  our  Dogs,  than  we  an 
for  ottr  Soiilf,  our  Friends,  or  our  Children  ;  and  therefore  it 
ivas  well  enough  turned  upon  the  Lady  here  towareitbe  hriitpi^ 
of  her  to  herfelf  again,  to  mnd  her,  that  there  was  neither 
Heaven  nor  Hell  in  the  Cafe  of  lofing  a  Set  of  Horfcs. 

REFLECTION. 

THIS  Fancy  looks  at  firft  Blufh,  as  if  it  bordered  a  litt| 
upon  Prophqnenef\  but  if  it  be  taken  by  the  Right  Handk,  it 

will 
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tirill  bear  the  Moral  of  a  moft  Chrlftlan,  a  Neccflary,  and  a 
Seafonable  Check  to  thofe  People  that  deliver  up  themTelves  to 
the  Tranfports  of  Extravagant  PaiEons  for  Trifles:  As  it  was, 
the  Cafe  of  a  Ladv  that  kept  her  Bed  for  the  Lois  of  a  Favou- 
rite Puppy  (he  haci.  Her  Friends  came  to  Condole  with  her 
upon  the  Tidings  of  fonie  difmal  Calamity  that  had  be&irn 
her,  and  ask'd  her  very  tenderly  what  terrible  Misfortune  it 
might  be,  that  fhe  laid  fo  heavily  to  Heart?  Only,  fays  Ihe, 
the  Greateft  Aflftiftion  (I  thank  the  Lord  for't,)  that  ever  bcr 
fel  Me  fmccl  was  Born :  Mf  pretty  Pearl  is  Dead,  Alas  Ma- 
dam, (fays  one  of  the  Condolers)  Why,  you  have  loft  a  very 
Good  Husband.  Thafs  true^  (ays  t'other,  hut  the  Lord  may 
Jendnu  fuch  another  Husband  \  I  fljall  nfver  have  fuch  another 
Puppy,  Thefe  .Impetuous  Violences,  are  no  News  to  any 
Man  that  has  obfcrv'd  and  ftudy'd  the  Infirmities  of  here  and 
there  One  perhaps  of  that  Fair  and  Frail  Sex.  But  we  muft 
not  imagine  at  laft,  becaufe  the  Moralift  has  made  it  a  Wo- 
man's Cafe  in  the  Story,  that  we  ourfelves  are  not  Guilty  e- 
very  Man  of  us,  in  fome  fort  or  other,  and  in  a  Thou(and 
Infbnces  of  the  fame  Weaknefles  and  Mifhkes,  even  in  the 
Ordinary  Courfe  of  Human  Life  \  for  what's  the  Dodrine  oi 
all  this  upon  the  main,  but  a  Rebuke  to  thofe  that  (et  their 
AfFcftions  too  much  upon  the  Things  of  this  World,  and  con- 
fequently  too  little  upon  Matters  tof  greater  Moment;  with 
him  that  upon  the  Firing  of  his  Houfe,  was  fo  overjoy'd  (or 
the  faving  of  his  Plate,  Linen,  Paintings,  Hangings,  and  o- 
ther  Rich  Moveables,  that  he  never  fo  much  as  thought  of  his 
only  Child  all  this  while  that  was  burnt  in  the  Cradle.  Every 
Man  has  his  FeeUe^  as  they  call  it ;  one  Man's  Weak  Side  is 
Ambition;  another's  Avarice,  Malice,  Envy, Revenge,  Pride, 
Vain- Glory ;  and  fome  again  are  fo  wholly  taken  up  with  the 
Pleafures  of  Wine,  Women,  Jolly  Company  and  Good  Cheer, 
as  if  all  the  Faculties  of  their  Reafonable  Souls  had  been  only 
given  them  to  fubminifter  to  their  Appetites.  The  very 
World  itfelf,  in  one  Word,  is  but  a  Moor-Fields  College  of 
People  that  run  mad  for  Common  Difappointmcnts. 


Fab.  497.     The  JjjppocrltP^ 

THere  happened  a  Dilcourie  in  very  Good  Com* 
pany,  upon  the  Subjeft  of  Religion  and  Hype- 
crijy  \  and  how  hard  a  Matter  it  was,  in  the  Cafe  of 
an  Artificial  DilguUc,    to  know  tlic  One  from  the 

other  \ 
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others  thou^  the  Scripture  allows  us,  and  mTraik 
oblig^  M&y  to  judge  of  the  Tree  by  its  Fndts.  WA^ 
&ys  one  to  his  next  Man,  Do  you  knowjkcb  s  P€ffi§! 
Oh  very  well,  lays  t'other:  H^s  one  of  the  Hethf  Ab 
ia  Heaven-ward  thai  ever  yon  met  withj  but  the  arroMt$ 
Rafcal  among  bis  Neighbours  in  the  whole  Panfi). 

The  Moral. 

'Ttr  mt  the  Name^  the  Semblance^  or  the  Ojiem^m  rfR^im 
mtd  Holimfs  that  will  sttone  fer  tbi  Abufi  etit :  In  maimf 
God  the  Author^  the  DtreOer  cmd  the  Abettor  ef  tbtfeJIapimB 
FiUames  in  Chrijlians^  that  Pagans  tben^lthes  witU  hmn 
Abhorrence  fir.  But  tuben  att  comes  to  mll^  m  Knave  » />tr 
Pra^ice  is  a  Knave  in  his  Heart  too. 

REFLECTION. 

THE  Hfpocrite  is  but  the  Deril  in  the  Shape  of  an  Aogd 
of  Light  \  and,  as  *tis  no  eafy  Matter  to  dtftillg^i(h  the  one 
uom  the  other ;  fo  'tis  a  thmg  of  a  moft  delj^iate  Coofe- 
({uence  to  miftalce  them;  and  the  Queftion  will  be  this  at 
bft,  how  to  reconcile  the  Oflkes  of  Charity  and  Prudenct, 
The  one  bids  us  believe  and  hope  the  Be^  \  the  other  bids  us 
provide  againft  tlie  JVorJi.  Now  it  is  not  for  nothing,  that  the 
Holy  Ghoft  itfelf  has  denounced  fo  many  Woes  againft  thb 
ibrt  of  Impoftors;  and  inculcated  over  and  over  fo  many 
Cautions  how  we  have  any  thing  to  do  with  them  ;  which  is 
no  other  than  a  Declaration  of  an  Abhorrence  of  thefe  PeqJc, 
and  a  plain  Intimation  of  the  Danger  of  being  deluded  and 
ixnpos'd  upon,  under  tbe  Mask  of  Religion  both  in  One. 
There's  no  Cruelty,  no  Fraud,  no  Violence,  no  Oppieffion, 
that  is  not  afted  under  a  Colour  of  Divine  Authority,  Impulfe 
and  Diredbon:  Churches  Robb'd  and  Prophao'd ;  Princes 
Dcpos'd  and  Murdcr'd;  Religion  and  Morality,  with  all  the 
Principles  of  Virtue  and  Common  Honefty,  are  overturn'd ; 
and  the  Name  of  God  himfclf  is  made  ufe  of,  as  a  Principal 
and  as  a  Wimefs  to  the  Impiety,  in  defiance  to  all  the  Dilates 
of  Heaven  and  Right  Reafon.  And  all  this  is  but  a  Preachment 
upon  the  Text  at  lalt,  of  Fear  God  and  keep  his  Commandments. 
When  a  King's  Head  is  to  be  ftruck  off  by  his  own  RebcUi- 
ous  Subjedls,  'tis  brought  on  commonly  with  the  Prologue 
of  a  Faft,  which  in  the  Stile  of  the  Ho^  Intrigue^  is  callM 
a  Seeking  of  the  Lord.  This  Work  and  J  torment  of  G:d 
(though   it  be  fecret)   mujl  be  done  with  great  Gravity   (fcj« 

4  .        7^* 
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%niiri  Mehilj  by  way  of  Preface  to  the  Murder  of  Cardinal 
Beaton)  Vive  tEvartgilej  was  the  Word  to  feveral  of  theMaf- 
&cres  in  France.  *Twas  often  in  the  Mouth  of  a  Lady,  Zea- 
lous  in  her  waj,  with  deep  Proteftations,  that  She  had  rather 
Bg  With  Forty  ntgn^  than  go  to  one  Mafs:  Nay,  and  I  have  heard 
of  Tenants  too,  that  refused  to  pay  their  Landlord  his  Rent, 
luikfs  he  could  (hew  a  Text  foPt.  Here's  enough  faid  to  fi^ 
forth  the  CharaAer  of  an  Hypocrite^  fo  as  to  anfwer  the  Mora- 
fity  that  is  couch'd  under  this  Figure  \  but  the  great  Diffi- 
culty will  be  the  Steering  of  a  Middle  Courfe,  betwixt  be- 
lieving too  much,  and  too  little :  That  is  to  fay,  betwixt 
taking  a  Good  Man  for  a  Hypocrite^  and  an  Hypocrite  for  a 
^700^  Man.  We  are  to  have  a  Reverence  for  the  very  Ap- 
pearances of  Piety ;  but  whenever  we  find  the  Holy  Man  to 
God-warij  to  be  no  better  than  a  Jugglit^  Knave  among;  bit 
Neighbours^  that's  the  very  Hypocrite  that  we  find  Stigmatlz'fl 
among  the  Scribes  and  Phartfees  in  the  Holy  GofpeL 


Fab.  498.    The  Confcicntfous  €&fetjcs^ 

THcre  was  a  Knot  of  Good  FeUows  that  Borrowed 
a  fmall  Sum  of  Money  of  a  Gendeman  upon  the 
King^s  Highway:  When  they  had  taken  all  they  could 
find ;  Damn  ye  for  a  Dogj  lays  One  of  the  Gai^  Tim 
barje  more  Money  about  ye  Sirrah^  fomewbere  or  other. 
Lord,  Brother,  lays  one  of  his  Companions,  can't  ye 
take  the  Gcndcman*s  Money  civilly,  but  you  mull  Swear 
and  call  Names  ?  As  they  were  about  to  part,  Pray^ 
by  your  Favour,  Gentlemen,  lays  the  Travdler,  I  have 
(o  many  Miles  to  go,  and  not  one  Penny  in  my  Pock- 
ket  to  bear  my  Charges  -,  you  fcem  to  be  Men  of  Ibme 
Honour,  and  I  hope  you'll  be  fo  Good  as  only  to  let 
me  have  io  much  of  my  Money  back  again,  as  will 
carry  mc  to  my  Journey's  End.  j^\  ^•,  the  Lord  for- 
bid  elfe^  they  cry'd,  and  ib  they  open'd  One  of  the 
3ag5,  and  bad  him  pleafc  Himfelt.  He  took,  them  at 
their  Word,  and  prefendy  fetcli'd  out  a  Handfiil,  as 
much  as  ever  he  could  Gripe.  fVhyy  bo^  ncu\  lays 
One  of  the  Blades,  Te  Confounded  Son  of  a  JVhore^  Hc^ 
ye  no  Confcience. 

The 
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The  Moral. 

•TTf  a  Notable  Trade  that  many  drive  in  the  Worlds  efpretenie^ 
to  make  a  Confcitnce  of  one  Si/ij  and  taking  out  their  Pemtf- 
worths  in  another.  Some  there  are  that  Commute  Swearing  fir 
ff'^orin^y  as  if  the  Forbearance  of  the  one^  were  a  Difpenfetim 
for  the  Committing  of  t* other.  We  have  heard  of  others  /«, 
that  have  hecnjlri£t  Obfervers  of  the  Lard^s  Dajy  and  yet  made 
no  Scrfdpie  at  all  of  Robbing  the  Lord's  Altars.  But  a  Good 
Chriftian  and  an  Honeji  Man^  muft  be  all  of  a  Piece ;  and 
thefe  Inequalities  of  Proceedings  will  never  hold  Water, 

REFLECTION. 

•TIS  juft  with  Publick  Thieves,  as  \is  with  Private:  A 
pretended  Necefjity  fets  them  both  at  Work,  and  a  pretended 
Religion  or  Confcience  brings  them  ofF  when  they  have  done. 
This  is  no  more  than  what  we  our  fclves  have  found  within 
the  Memory  of  Man,  to  be  Literally  and  Hiftorically  true  i 
when  that,  which  in  thofe  Days  pad  for  the  Law  of  the  Lcfd^ 
was  in  effbA  no  more  than  the  Law  of  the  Road  ^  and  the 
one  had  as  Much  and  as  Little  to  fay  for  it  felF  as  the  other. 
There  are  Political  Bands  of  Robbers^  as  well  as  the  J  acts  and 
the  Toms  that  are  cry'd  in  Gazettes  ;  and  they  fiall  both  of 
them  under  the  Regulation  of  the  fame  Myftery  and  Trade. 
The  Poor  Man  here  that  was  Robb'd  Himfelf,  was  charg'd 
efFeftually  with  Robbing  the  Thieves,  upon  a  Sufpicion,  that 
he  had  referv'd  fome  fmall  Pittance  of  liis  own  Money,  to 
his  own  Ufc,  which  they  accounted  a  Defrauding  of  the  Pub- 
Hck.    Now  we  have  feen  this  to  be  the  Senfe  and  Difciplinc 
of  th.c  State ;  as  well  as  of  tlie  Pad ;  and  'tis  as  Bread  as  'tis 
Long  at  laft,    whether  a  Man  be  Undone   by  a  Cahcl  sf 
Sharpers  in  a  Committee  of  Safety ^  or  by  a  Troop  of  Canary 
Birds  upon  New- Market -Heath.    Nay,  and  the  Parallel  runs 
upon  all  Four  a  little  further  too  ;  Can^t  you  take  the  Gcr.u- 
mails  Money  civilly ?  fays  the  Spark,  that  is  to  fay.  Cannot 
you  play  the  Rogue  demurely^  as  if  Butter  would  not  tnelt  in 
your  Mouthy  and  Pick  an  Honeft  Gentleman's  Pocket  with  a 
Pater-Kojler  betwixt  your  Tcetii  ?  Cannot  you  Plunder,  Sc- 
qucllcr.  Decimate,  Draw,  Hang,  and  Quarter  in  the  Fear  cf 
the  Lardy  but  you  muft  Blafphcme   and    Call    Names  ?  Is 
it  not  enough  that  you  are  difcharg'd  by  the  very  Privilege 
of  your  Profeffion,  from  the  Bondage  of  Subjection  and  Obe- 
dience to  Parents  Natural  or  Civil ;  Is  it  not  enough  that 
yoj  mav  Kill,  Whore,  Steal,  Backbite,  Covet,   and  make 
4  Bc-Id 
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3oId  in  (hort,  with  all  the  Commands  of  the  Second  Table, 
Hit  you  muft  be  breaking  in  iipon  the  Former?  Thus  goes 
lie  World,  the  Little  Thieves  Hat^for^t^  while  the  Great  Ones 
r/  wf9is  the  Bench  \  and  there's  a  Cloak  of  Confcience  fiHl 
hrown  over  both  Pretenfions,  to  cover,  and  to  con&crate 
be  Cheat* 


T 


Fab.  499.    The  Ctepanninff  SEloIf. 

Here's  a  Story  of  a  Man  of  Quality  in  Ireland^ 
that  a  little  before  the  Troubles  there,  had  wall'd 
n  a  Piece  of  Ground  for  a  Park,  and  left  only  one  Paf- 
MQi  into't  by  a  Gate  with  a  Portcullis  to*t,  the  Rebd- 
L<m  brake  out,  and  put  a  Stop  to  his  Defign.  The 
■lace  was  horribly  pefter^d  with  Jt^olves^  and  his  People 
Laving  taken  one  of  *em  in  a  Pit-fall^  Chain'd  him  up 
D  a-  Tree  in  tjie  Enclofure,  and  then  planted  themfclves 
[:i  a  Lodge  over  the  Gate,  to  fee  what  would  come  on*t. 
Dhc  Wolf  in  a  very  (hort  time  fell  a  Howling,  and  was 
■ifwei^d  by  all  his  Brethren  thereabouts,  that  were 
i^thin  hearing  of  it ;  infomuch,  that  the  Hubbub  was 
mmediately  put  about  from  one  Mountain  to  another, 
til  a  whole  Herd  of  'cm  were  gotten  together  upon 
he  Outcry;  and  fb  Trooped  away  into  the  Park, 
rhey  were  no  fooner  in  the  Pound,  but  down  goes 
he  Portcullis,  and  away  Scamper  the  Wolves  to  the 
Sate,  upon  the  Noife  of  the  Fall  on't.  When  they 
bw  that  there  was  no  getting  out  again,  where  they 
aune  in,  and  that  upon  hunting  the  whole  Field  over, 
here  was  no  Poffibility  of  making  an  Efcape,  they 
bll  by  Confcnt  upon  the  Wolf  that  drew  them  in,  and 
ore  him  all  to  Pieces. 

The  Moral. 

^ny  Man  that  has  but  Eyes  in  his  Head^  and  looks  Wellahmt  him ; 
will  find  this  Exploit  of  the  ff'oheSy  to  he  no  more  than  the 
common  PraSlice  iff^ndi£five  Flejh  and  Bloody  on  the  one  Hand^ 
4smi  the  common  fate  of  Public^  Incendiaries  on  the  other . 
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REFLECTION. 

*T  IS  with  Meriy  as  'tis  with  Beafts^  in  the  Cafe  of  thisW 
We  do  naturally  hate  the  Inftruments  of  our  Ruin:  And 
matters  not  much  neither,  as  to  the  Event  of  the  thing,  wb 
ther  it  be  by  Chance  or  by  Choice ;  for  it  feldom  fuccccds  bi 
tcr,  where  the  Advice  or  the  Inftigation  of  one  Man  dn 
on  the  Dcftru£lion  of  many.  There*s  a  great  Difference* 
true,  betwixt  the  Works  of  Malice,  and  thofe  of  Mili»iv( 
ture ;  but  the  Mifchief  is  ftill  the  fame  i  for  he  that's  UntkH 
is  equally  Undone,  whether  it  be  by  Spitefulneis  of  Fa 
thought,  or  bv  the  Folly  of  Ovcrfight,  or  Evil  Coun&l.  T 
JVo^  at  the  &take^  had  no  Dciign  upon  his  Brethren  in  t 
jybrds ;  and  the  ffohes  in  the  //W  had  as  little  Dcfign  9 
their  Brother  at  the  Staie ;  but  one  was  in  Diftref^,  andcal 
out  for  Help,  while  the  other  Ailbdated,  and  came  in  to  I 
-Relief.  But  after  thev  were  once  in,  they  were  all  invch 
in  the  fame  common  Fate:  And  when  the  Herd  found  tba 
fclvcs  hampered,  and  that  they  could  not  gain  their  Ea 
they  came  to  a  Refolution,  One  and  Ally  in  a  Generous  lodj 
nation  to  take  their  Revenge.  The  Freak  of  the  French  h 
comes  as  pat  as  is  pofliblc  to  the  Earncft  of  this  Moral :  TI 
Plot  of  it  was  a  Grammar-Schooly  the  Matter  fetting  his  Bd; 
their  Leflbns,  and  their  Exercifes,  and  a  Loobily  Cbuoti 
Fellow  putting  in  for  a  part  among  the  Scholars ;  Well,  u] 
the  Mafter,  I  am  juft  going  out  of  Town  for  Four  or  fit 
Days,  wherefore  Pray'e  be  fure  ye  be  Good  Boys,  tili  I  com 
back  again,  and  fo  he  took  Horfe  and  awav.  He  h^d  n 
fooncr  tum'd  his  Back,  but  they  were  at  it'  Helter  S'^d'i' 
throwing  Books  at  one  another's  Heads,  and  playing  i^ 
Freaks,  as  if  Hell  were  broke  loofe  among  'em.  In  this  \t 
ry  Inter im^  the  Mafter  bolts  in  upon  them,  and  furprJfl 
them :  In  ftiort,  he  enquires  into  the  Riot,  and  takes  d* 
whole  School  to  Task  one  by  one,  about  the  Occafion  of  tw 
Uproar,  td  have  been  ^^iety  fays  one,  if  it  had  net  het^f* 
Him  i  and  Fd  ha'  been  ^uiety  fays  t'other,  if  ht'd  hd  /^^ 
alone.  So  that  in  fine,  (aJ!  pointing  at  the  fame  Pcrfon)  tte 
poor  Country  Fellow  was  taken  up  and  Lafh'd  upon  thc^tij«> 
A2>d  all  the  reft  forgiven. 
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Fab.  500.    A  ©filer  and  a  Rat 

AAf/72rr  took  a  hugp  over-grown  Rat  in  his  Af!ftf/- 
^ub\  there  was  he*  laying  the  Law  to  him  about 
the  Lewdneis  of  his  Life  and  Converiation,  and  the 
Abominable  Sin  of  Stealing  \  but  your  Thieving,  (ays 
he,  is  now  come  home  to  ye,  and  I  fhall  e'en  leave 
Honeft  Pufs  here  to  reckon  with  ye  for  all  your  Ro- 
gueries. Alas  Sir,  fays  the  poor  Rat^  I  make  no  Tfade 
on't ;  and  the  nuferable  Pittance  that  I  take,  is  only 
from  Hand  to  Mouth,  and  out  of  pure  Neceflity  to 
keep  Life  and  Soul  together:  As  the  Rat  pleaded 
Hunger  on  the  one  Hand,  the  A^ller  threw  the  Matter 
of  Confcicnce  and  Hanefty  in  his  Teeth  on  the  other,  and 
Preach'd  to  him  upon  the  Tofick  of  a  Political  Conve^ 
nience^  in  making  fuch  Pilfering  Knaves  Examples  for 
the  Publick  Good.  Well,  Sir,  •  lays  the  Rat  once  again, 
but  pray  will  you  confider  for  your  own  lake,  that  this 
is  your  own  Cafe ;  and  that  Tou  and  I  are  both  Corn- 
Merchants  J  and  of  the  fame  Fraternity  \  Nay,  and  thai 
for  one  Grain  that  I  take^  you  take  a  THboufand.  This  is 
not  Language,  cries  the  MiUcr  in  a  Rag?,  for  an  Honeft 
Man  to  bear ;  but  the  bell  on't  is,  Sirrah,  Tour  Tongues 
no  Slander :  So  he  tum'd  the  Cat  loofe  upon  him  to  do 
that  which  wc  call  in  the  World  an  Execution  of  Jufiice. 

The  Moral. 

'Tis  a  piece  of  Alar ket ^Policy ^  for  Paple  of  a  Trade  U  hear  hard 
one  upon  anotfurj  when  it  comes  once  to  the  ^ejlisn  betwixt 
a  Ccuple  of  Ktuives^  which  is  the  Honejhr  Man  of  the  Two, 

REFLECTION. 

THERE  arc  no  grqler  Atheijh  under  the  Sun,  tlian  that 
fort  of  People  that  dilmguilhes  itft-lf  from  other  Men  bv  the 
Name  of  the  Gcdly  and  the  Ungcdly  Party:  No  arrantcr  tiypo^ 
crites  in  Hcll^  than  thofe  that  told  the  Sons  of  Levi^  they  took 
too  much  upon  them^  but  that  the  Congregation  was  Holy  every 
Man  of  *cmy  and  the  Lcrd  was  among  thim.  Divine  Ven- 
geance cut  'cm  off,  wc  fee,  flagranti  Crimine\  for  the  Earth 
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ffafiUr  Mhdk  and  Jwalbufd  tbm  mp^ 

^thxAitXMXtj^^midth^wintimm'al^^  NoPeopk 

fi>  iidneraful  to  JW  Uttk  Wbrnm^  and  Tbitves^  as  Kcb 
<SnmiOmu  Tbetyriiui^I^ir  invdglis  agaiaftJSjrt^^ 
Ckftreb-BMiTs  againft  SaenLge;  the  moft  infqnM-tabk  of 
TfjroMiSj  exclaim a^mft the ExcrdfeoFifrirVraryPfiiMr sand 
none  ib  fierce  s^inft  the  Sin  of  SdettioHj  as  the  moft  £xe- 
craUeof  ftmtmrs  HnvMoes.    Thus  we  find  it  in  thcTe  In- 

ftanoes  ;  and  the  fiime  J^Aor^Mtf/ %Mrit  runs  througfi  the  whole 
Soil  cf  our  Darling  Iniquities.  The  UtOer  b  hroif^t  id 
heft  pfCBchii^  ^gainft  StmSt^;  and  it  is  upon  the  vriuie 
Matleran  unaccounta%  Truth,  that  we  do  all  natimlly 
ffetCDd  the  gmteft  Averfion  to  that  Lewdnefs  in  another, 
which  we  mdl  indulge  in  ouriehres.  This  is  dat  whidi  we 
din  aptf  Wborifirfi^  as  if  the  bnpuiemct  fjf  mti^facii^  die 
Wlckednefs,  were  fame  fert  of^Jtmumnt  (ox  the  Scatidd 
•fit. 
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